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Abstract
This study examined the entry qualification and academic performance among business education student, which focus mainly on (Kwara State College of Education Ilorin). This study is designed to have a critical look into some of the factors that might entry qualification and academics performance among business education student in Kwara State College of Education Ilorin, it also meant to make students develop more interest in Business Education as a subject by exposing them to some advantages or merits that might be derived from Business Education as a field of study.
The research methodology presents in formation on research design, research population, sample and sampling techniques, research data gathering instrument method of data presentation and method of data analysis. In discussing the result, the researcher emphasis that the data producing sample were one hundred respondents representing one hundred percent of the total respondents. The researcher also stated that the data collected with the aid of questionnaire was presented in a tabular form. Based on the finding, the following recommendations are made that student should be allowed to choose the course of their choice right from Institution  level, and also courses they do not like in Schools.    
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The development of every nation's economy, society, and scientific capacity depends heavily on the country's level of higher education. It supplies the trained labor necessary to convert the natural riches present in that nation into economic gain (Chathuranga 2016). One of the most significant indicators of the quality of an educational institution, including universities, is the quality of the students who graduate from that institution. The systems approach and the input and output model, it is considered that students who get a higher quality of input would have better performance in terms of their learning and their achievements. As a result, educational place a premium on enrolling students who have a greater chance of succeeding in degree programs that are directly applicable to their fields. In order to achieve this goal, universities establish specific requirements for student admission, Adeleke (2020). The most common types of assessments include aptitude tests, standardized tests, entry qualification scores, an aggregate of previous academic performance scores, interviews, or a combination of any or all of these. Standardized tests measure a candidate's ability to perform well under timed conditions. The goal of all of these factors is to choose students who will have a higher chance of success in their academic endeavors. Researchers and professional educators from all around the world have been working hard to determine the elements that may accurately predict the level of success that students will have in their chosen NCE programs.
Although predicting future performance from previous achievement is difficult, many researchers have concluded that entry qualification do predict success or otherwise in high education. Ogbonnaya, Okpurukara, Iheanacho, and Ndu, (2024) reported in their study involving 390 students from two basic nursing schools in Nigeria concluded that entry qualification does have a positive correlation to academic performance. Adeyemi (2023) compared the performance of final year Bachelor of Education Degrees students who entered the university from three different examination bodies in Nigeria which were West Africa Examination Council (WAEC), the National Examinations Council (NECO) and the National Business and Technical Examinations Board (NABTEB). The result indicated that students’ performances in SSCE strongly determine their academic success in tertiary institution.
In a study conducted by Wambugu and Emeke (2017) on relationship between entry qualification and academic performance in undergraduate science courses at the University of Nairobi, Kenya, it was revealed that there was a significant positive correlation between entry qualification (Secondary School Certificate) and academic performance in Chemistry and Biology, even though is not the only variable that can predict performance. But the scenario seems different in the case of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Student would have nine (9) credits in Senior Secondary School Certificate (WAEC, NECO or NABTED), when given admission in the college, many of them get withdrawn in their first year. This call for urgent need to find out relationship between students’ entry qualifications and academic performance in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
On the to-do lists of many different governments are prominent items for the education of business professionals. These kinds of governments must rely heavily on the development of entrepreneurialism via the dissemination of knowledge in the field of business education in order to achieve economic success, growth, and development. It is a relatively recent idea that not only emphasizes the need of providing students with a high-quality education but also emphasizes the need to pay attention to the development of the students' specific practical abilities and levels of competence. It is also referred to as a novel instructional approach that fosters an inventive mindset, set of abilities, and mentality in students, hence increasing the likelihood that they would choose an appropriate line of work after graduation and become successful entrepreneurs. Ekwue, Udemba, & Ojuro, (2019) concluded. As a result, the purpose of this research is to determine how entrance requirements into Business Education impact the academic performance of students.
​​​​​​​

Statement of the Problem
Nonetheless, several studies had examined the relationship between College of Education entry requirement and academic performance. Wushishin (2013) found a significant positive relationship between university entry requirements and students academic performances. According to Obioma&Salau (2007) showed that entry requirement has insignificant predictive strength to students’ academic performance in various higher institutions of learning.
The concern of the researcher was the disheartening academic performance of 100 level students who met the minimum College of Education entry requirement. The problem of this study therefore is entry grade differentials in predicting academic performance from College of Education entry requirement and semester grades among the university students. In addressing the problem, the research is aimed at examining the relationship between university entry requirement and academic performance of 100 level students of accounting and business administration in Kwara State College Of education. Ilorin.The research that was described above revealed that there was a lack of consistency in the association between the academic credentials required for admittance and the academic accomplishment scores of students. Using the Kwara state  College of Education, Ilorin as a case study, the researcher plans to investigate the ways in which admission qualification influences academic performance among students majoring in business education.
​​​​​​​Objectives of the Study
The main purpose of this study is to examine entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state  College Of Education Ilorin  Specifically, other objectives of this study are:
1. examine the effect of mode of entry on students’ academic performance
2. Whether there is relationship between students’ entry qualifications and student academic  performance 
Research Questions
1. Is there any difference in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications?
2. there any relationship between students’ entry qualifications  and student academic performance 
Research Hypotheses
The following hypothesis was formulated in this study 
HO1: There is no significant relationship between the any differences in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
HO2: There is no significant relationship between the any relationship between students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance
Significance of the Study
The research work will be significant and useful in entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state  College Of Education Ilorin and Nigeria at large; because its effect of corona virus pandemic on academic of students would have been discovered through this study. The findings will help to sensitize the parents, teachers, students and other education stakeholders to put in place appropriate measure that can minimize or eradicate qualification. The curriculum developers will find it useful possibly when reviewing the tertiary institutions subjects’ curriculum thereby stressing the need for its development in order to leapfrog into the information age. Furthermore, the study will be useful for other researchers by forming a basis for further studies entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state  College Of Education Ilorin. Funding agencies of like interests, as well as professional bodies can support or formulate policies from recommendations made from the study.
Scope of the Study
The outcome of the study may not be (100%) valid for generalization because some inhibiting factors that served as limitation for the study. However, the study has to be designed to cover large proportion of students in Kwara State College of Education. To make a manageable sample, the study would be limited to the NCE 2 and NCE 3 students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
​​​​​​​Limitations of the Study
In the course of carrying out this study, the researcher experienced some constraints, which included time constraints, financial constraints and the attitude of the respondents. However, the researcher were able to manage these just to ensure the success of this study.
Moreover, the case study method utilized in the study posed some challenges to the investigator including the possibility of biases and poor judgment of issues. However, the investigator relied on respect for the general principles of procedures, justice, fairness, objectivity in observation and recording, and weighing of evidence to overcome the challenges.
​​​​​​​Definition of Terms
Business Education: Business education is a branch of education that involves teaching the skills and operations of the business industry. This field of education occurs at multiple levels, including secondary and higher education institutes.
Academic performance: the extent to which a student, teacher or institution has attained their short or long-term educational goals. Completion of educational benchmarks such as secondary school diplomas and bachelor's degrees represent academic achievement.
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction 
This chapter presents and reviews related literature on effects of internet services on the academic performance of students in Social studies in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State . This chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings;
· Concept of Academic Performance and Entry Qualification
· Empirical Studies on Entry Qualifications and Teacher Trainees' Academic Performance
· Counselling, Entry Qualifications and Academic Performance of Teacher Trainees in Colleges of Education
Concept of Academic Performance and Entry Qualification
Academic performance, according to Abdullah and Mirza (2020), is the knowledge gained which is assessed by marks awarded by a teacher over a specific period of time. This means academic performance involves the extent to which a student has acquired the knowledge given to him/her. Entry qualification is the previous performance of students before entering into school. For the purpose of this study, entry qualification is viewed as external school examinations conducted by the examination bodies using tests that have appropriates psychometric properties. Use of prior academic performance in selecting students appears to be a global trend as documented by Minnesota measures (2017).
A number of studies have been carried out on the relationship between entry qualifications and academic performance of students. Some of the studies focused on the relationship between secondary certificate examination/general certificate examinations (SSCE/GCE) and their performance in corresponding subjects at Colleges of Education, Polytechnics and Universities. Others correlated the scores of candidates in UTME/JAMB or SSCE/GCE examination with their performance in the first year of university education. Yoloye (2019) for instance, correlated the performance of candidates JME and WASC aggregates in the same subjects with their performance in the preliminary year. He found that both JME and WASC correlated positively with performance in the preliminary year. However, he found that on the average, JME aggregate predicted success better (approximately 0.4) than WASC aggregate did (approximately 0.3).
Similarly, Abdullahi (2023) carried out a study on the predictive value of JME in selected school subjects. He sought to establish empirically, the predictive value of JME by correlating its scores with measures of first year university examination at the University of Ilorin, in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography and Economics. He discovered a significant correlation between JME and first year scores in Chemistry (0.72), Physics (0.59) and Economics (0.41) but low correlations in Geography (0.20) and Biology (0.32). However, Babalola (2023) in his study on the relationship between entry qualification and performance in A’level chemistry: A case study of school of basic and remedial studies correlated between entry qualification and performance in A ‘level Business Education  at the school of Basic and remedial studies, Yobe State University, Damaturu. The grade in chemistry at the West African Examination Council (WAEC) or National Examination Council (NECO) is the predictor while the criterion is the grade earned in the short-structured test administered at the end of Basic 1. As obtained from the profile of performances of the students, majority do not seem to have
transferred what they have learnt in secondary school, in other words they do not exhibit previous knowledge.
Perhaps they did not get the required experience while in school but possessed credit pass in chemistry at the final secondary school examination. Impact of gender on student performance is also revealed in this work. The findings here are in agreement with previous reports by Balogun (2023) and Kurumeh and Iji (2009). In contrast, there is only slight difference in the percentage credit passes between the two sexes in their SSCE/NECO entry qualification (85 and 87.5%). The findings from this study revealed that the set of students admitted for the program were generally not performing well and that the poor performance is more pronounced in the females. It also established that there is no correlation between the entry qualification and performance in ‘A’ level program.
The findings stress the need for a renewed and concerted effort towards addressing the challenges of primary and secondary education in the state and the nation at large. Opoko, Alagbe, Aderonmu, Ezema, Oluwatayo, (2019) in their study, entry qualifications and academic performance of architecture students in building structures, they found that, except for the second semester of the second year of architecture studies, there exists no correlation between admission qualification and academic performance of students. However, female students outperformed their male counterparts in all the semesters. They suggested the need for a more appropriate criteria for selecting prospective students into undergraduate architecture programmes in Nigerian universities. Such selection criteria should also attempt to match their aptitude with their attitude, the synergy of which will equip students to cope with the rigours of architectural study. Students need to develop the dexterity and analytical prowess needed for Building Structures.
The study of Wushishi and Usman (2019) relationship between senior secondary school certificate examination (SSCE) mathematics grades and final Nigeria certificate of education (NCE) mathematics students results of Niger state college of education Minna, showed a significant relationship between WASSCE entry grade in mathematics and the final NCE mathematics results. They recommended among others that State Ministry of Education should intensify more effort in conducting regular inspection of schools to ensure that effective teaching of mathematics is carried out in order to achieve the objectives of National Policy on Education which include the preparation of students for higher education (FRN, 2020). Based on the findings of their study, they concluded that the entry grades obtained by students in mathematics in WASSCE was significantly related to final NCE Mathematics result.


Empirical Studies on Entry Qualifications and Teacher Trainees' Academic Performance
Over the years, literature on the relationship between students' entry performance and their present academic performance has been inconclusive as some believe they have significant relationships while others do not. For instance, while the study of Mlambo (2018) found that entry credentials did not affect academic performance of undergraduate students, studies like those of Kyoshaa (2020), Geiser and Santielices (2019) and Staffolai and Bratty (2021) showed that previous performance affects future performance. The study of Opoko, Alage, Aderomu, Ezema and Adoluwatayo (2022) also found that entry grades positively and significantly affected their academic performances. Similarly, the findings of Adewale and Adhueze (2021) also showed that there is no serious relationship between pre-university admission performance in mathematics and physics and academic performance in Building structures of students of architecture and as such concluded that there is a weak relationship between academic performance of architecture students in Nigerian institutions and their entry qualifications.
Furthermore, while the studies of Oluchi (2019) and Okedara (2020) found out in their respective studies that previous scores variously affected academic achievements of some Nigerian undergraduate students, the studies of Nauma, Adullah, Muawar, and Mirza (2018), on distance education students in Pakistan also showed no significant differences in the entry qualifications and academic performances of the students. Meanwhile, the study of Ogunlola (2024) found that students' academic performance in the school certificate agricultural science examination most relatively and most highly correlated with students' performance in the NCE (Agricultural Education) courses. The study of Nwabugu and Emeke (2023) also showed that entry qualification is not the best variable to predict academic performance. Also, the study of Jangson and Igomu (2021) showed the UTME and Pre-NCE scores significantly predict students' final year academic performance in Nasarawa State College of Education. This also agrees with the findings of Obioma and Saliu (2020) who found that UME scores or SSCE grades alone did not predict performance in First Year Grade Point Average as much as when the two were combined.
In the study of Anikwe (2021), it was also discovered that although, the relationship between SSCE and the overall performances in the first year University education was low, but significant, UME scores or SSCE grades alone did not predict performance in FGPA as much as when the two were combined. Findings of Archo, Aligha and Omoniyi (2022) on the pre-degree science students of Benue State University, found that preliminary and UME Mathematics did not significantly predict SSCE Mathematics, while preliminary Physic and UME Physics significantly predicted SSCE Physics. On the other hand, the study of Ajogbaje (2023), on the relative contribution of entry qualification of SSCE and semester scores on academic achievement in Mathematics among Environmental Studies students in Rufus Giwa Polytechnic, Owo found a negative contribution of SSCE as predictor of students' final year academic performance in Nasarawa State College of Education, Akwanga. These divergent and inconclusive literatures on entry qualification and academic performance of teacher trainees is worth researching on because of the important role teachers play in the education and development of the nation. This gap is indeed filled by this study.
Counseling, Entry Qualifications and Academic Performance of Teacher Trainees in Colleges of Education
The findings of this study is particularly important in determining the type of counseling need that will be recommended to colleges of education, polytechnics, universities, policy makers, counselors, researchers, the government, parents and the nation at large. This is because the role of guidance and counselling in improving the academic performance of students cannot be overemphasized. For instance, the study of Olofintoye (1992) and Adesemowo (1988) showed that students were more interested in discussing their educational concerns with counsellors. Although the study of Adebowale, (2019) revealed that guidance and counselling as a practice and profession have not been embraced as expected in Nigerian tertiary institutions and the findings of Atsuwe and Achegbulu (2018) also found that teacher counsellors had little training in guidance and counselling, stakeholders adequately supported guidance and counselling programme in the schools and that guidance and counselling programme has a positive impact on the academic performance of students. This result concurs with that of Gitonga, (1999), Mutie and Ndambuki, (2023), Stephen and Pullah (2015), Kumundia and Thomas, (2021) as they all posit that lack of specific time allocation for guidance and counselling services in schools are a major factor affecting the performance of students' academic performance and hence ineffective delivery of guidance and counselling services. The study of Chepkemei (2018) also found that the majority of the teachers considered guidance and counselling services to be important in secondary schools while students also indicated that they benefited from guidance and counselling they received in the school.
However, in spite of diverse criticisms on the effectiveness of counseling programmes offered in tertiary institutions, the researcher still hopes that the finding of this study will have implications for counseling and also fill the gap of inconclusive literature on entry qualifications and academic performance of teacher trainees in Lagos state colleges of education (particularly Michael Otedola College of Education, from where samples for this study was drawn). It is also speculated that the result of this study may act as a useful indicator to education officials, parents, academic and non-academic staff, counselors, heads of institutions, policy makers and other interested parties in education, of the crucial role that guidance and counseling could play in improving the quality of outputs of Colleges of Education.
 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the ways methods and procedures employed in carrying out the study. The chapter intends to explain the method of data collection for the study. The population sampling techniques and instruments used for data analysis.
Research Design
 The research design to be adopted in carrying out the study is a descriptive survey. According to Clinton (2020) survey research enables information to be obtained from relationship sample of a targeted population. In the same vein, Beard and Verma (2017) also agreed that survey method have advantage of being an effective way of collecting data from a large number of samples relatively cheaply and perhaps in a short time.
Population 
         The population of the study comprises Business Education students’ Kwara State College of Education Ilorin. It was from this population that a representative was selected.  


Sample and Sampling Techniques
     	By means of simple random sampling method, one hundred (100) students will be selected; fifty  (50) students each in 200L and 300L respectively from each of the level, making a total of one hundred (100) respondents out of all the students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. 
 Research Instrument
           The research instrument used for this research will be structured questionnaire designed by the researcher. Which is the main instrument for data collection, the questionnaire tagged effect entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin.. The questionnaire comprises two sections; section A, which carries the personal data of the respondent such as sex, level, course etc, while section B involves items meant to collect necessary information on effect entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin. The items on the questionnaire will be rated using four (4) likert type rating scale. Where:
SA  = Strongly Agree  A  = Agree D  = Disagree SD =Strongly Disagree
      Respondents will be expected to tick from the alternatives, the options that best represent their options. 
Validity of the Instrument
      An instrument is said to be valid when it truly measures accurately the ability and qualify what one want to measure. In this study, the original draft of the questionnaire will be submitted to the project supervisor for comments, suggestions and modifications. The corrected version will then be incorporated into the instrument. 
Reliability of the Instrument
        The research instrument will be subjected to a test and retest reliability measure. Twenty copies of the questionnaires will be administered twice on another College of Education that is not part of the sample, within two weeks interval of initial administration. The two scores obtained were correlated using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient and reliability level of 0.58 was obtained. This provided strong basis for the appropriateness of the instrument used for the study.
Administration of the Instruments
      	The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the respondents in the College of Education, Ilorin during regular class periods and will also monitor the respondents so as not to allow for chances of copying ideas from other members of the class. A total of one hundred and eighty copies of questionnaires will be administered on NCE 2 and 3 students. The researcher will also take time to assure the respondents that their responses will be treated with accuracy and confidential, and also an anonymous.
     	Each of the respondents will later be served with a copy of the questionnaire. The respondents will be given sufficient time to supply necessary information on the questionnaire. The entire administered questionnaires will later be collected after they were duly completed.
Data Analysis Techniques
The data collected were analyzed using simple descriptive statistics of mean and standard deviation to answer research questions. Any mean score of 2.50 and above was accepted as having the desired influence while any mean score below 2.50 was rejected as not having influence. The research hypotheses were tested using chi-square test of goodness of fit at 0.05 level of significance.




CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Introduction
This chapter of the research deals with the presentation of data collected through the administration of questionnaires, as well as the analysis, interpretation and discussion of findings of the study.
Presentation of Results
The questions that were asked in the course of this research were answered here using mean ratings while the hypotheses formulated were tested using chi-square statistics.
Analysis of Demographic Information of the Students	
This section presents the results of data obtained from the respondents in percentages. The variables were gender.
Table 1:Percentage Analysis of the Distribution of Respondents’Demographic Characteristics
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	
Gender
	Male
	30
	30.00

	
	Female
	70
	70.00

	
	Total
	100
	100.0


Table 1 shows the respondents’ characteristics. It can be seen that male respondents are 30 (30%) and the female respondents are 70 (70%) which indicates that, there were more female respondents than the male respondents. 
Research Question 1: Is there any difference in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
Table 2: Mean ratings on the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	X
	Decision

	1.
	Entered the college of education with very superior grades
	53
	33
	7
	7
	3.32
	Accepted

	2.
	Entered with above average grades
	69
	15
	11
	5
	3.48
	Accepted

	3.
	Entered with average grades
	39
	31
	23
	7
	3.02
	Accepted

	4.
	entrance examination conducted by individual college of education 
	71
	13
	11
	5
	3.50
	Accepted

	5.
	Have you got an academic warning during the semester while studying in the college
	43
	37
	13
	7
	3.03
	Accepted

	
	Man
	3.40         Accepted


Source: field survey, 2024
Table four above shows mean ratings of means score on there any difference in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications to. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 produced negative results with mean ratings of 3.32, 3.48, 3.02, and 3.50 and 3.03 with a cluster mean of 3.40 which is equally way below the cutoff point of 3.50which clearly shows that despite the fact that no significant mean response of students on academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications. There is lack of such qualified students the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications.
Research Question 2:  there any relationship between students’ entry qualifications  and student academic performance 
Table 3: Mean ratings on students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	X
	Decision

	1.
	Have you failed in one or more courses during studying
	61
	27
	9
	3
	3.46
	Accepted

	2.
	Teacher in your secondary school concentrated in answering exercises and homework
	55
	33
	7
	5
	3.73
	Accepted

	3.
	Carelessness of lecturer about the academic problems for students
	43
	29
	27
	1
	3.14
	Accepted

	4.
	Lecturer of the course always a available in her office during the office hours
	33
	51
	9
	7
	3.10
	Accepted

	5.
	Difficulty in concentration during classes where lecturers uses only English in teaching
	57
	25
	15
	15
	3.48
	Accepted

	
	Cluster mean
	3.50         Accepted


Source: field survey, 2024
Table two above shows mean ratings of means score on there any relationship between students’ entry qualifications  and student academic performance, the study area. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 produced negative results with mean ratings of 3.46, 3.73, 3.14, 3.10 and 3.48 and with a cluster mean of 3.50 which is equally way below the cutoff point of 3.50 which clearly shows that despite the fact that no significant difference between the mean response of students’ entry qualifications  and student academic performance 
Hypotheses Testing
The following hypotheses were tested using chi-square goodness of fit to find out effect entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin 
Research Hypothesis 1: There is no significant relationship between the any differences in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
Table 5: Chi-square test of the any differences in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
	Hypothesis 
	DF
	Level of  sig 
	X2 
	Critical 
	Remark

	There is no significant relationship between the any differences in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications
	24
	0.005
	123.79
	36.42
	Accepted 


Source: Research Computation, 2024
In the table above, the calculated chi-square value of 122.794 is greater than the critical value of 36.42 at 0.05 level of significance with 24 as the degree of freedom. The null hypothesis is rejected thereby accepting the alternative hypothesis which implies that the any differences in the academic performance of students with their entry academic qualifications.
Hypothesis Two: There no significant relationship between the any relationship between students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance
Table 5: Chi-square test of the between students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance
	Hypothesis 
	DF
	Level of  sig 
	X2 
	Critical 
	Remark

	There no significant relationship between the any relationship between students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance
	24
	0.005
	123.79
	36.42
	Accepted 


Research Computation,2024
In the table above, the chi-square calculated value of 124.6 is greater than the critical value of 36.42 with 24 as the degree of freedom, at 0.05 level of significance. The null hypothesis is therefore rejected and the alternative hypothesis accepted implying therefore that, between students’ entry qualifications and student academic performance.
4.3 Discussion of Findings
In this study the chemistry student impact as a predictive effect entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin. Findings from this study have demonstrated that there are significant relationships between these variables (availability of laboratory resources and students achievement in the subject as show by the first hypothesis.
 Further attempts were made to explore the influence of the students, background on their academic performance. The background factors that were considered include their sex, age, attendance of nursery school and types of primary and secondary schools attended. In the analysis male students were found to have a mean CGPA score of 2.96 and the female students 3.06 but this difference was not statistically significant. There was also no correlation between age and academic performance. Furthermore, in terms of previous school attended only in the type of secondary school attended was significant difference was found in the academic performance. According to Table 13, graduates from  college of education  performed better than those from private and public secondary school from 100 to 300  level.  When ANOVA was performed on their final CGPA, F- calculated was 4.38 which is significant at p=0.0139.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
 SUMMARY 
From the results, it was found that there was no significant relationship between entry qualification and academic performance among NCE Business Studies students for academic year. It was also found that there was no significant relationship between entry qualification and academic. 
Findings of this study goes contrary to results from other studies as follows: Ogbonnaya, Okpunukara, Iheanacho and Ndu (2024) found in their study that entry qualifications have positive correlation to academic performance. Finding of this study is contrary to the finding from Adeyemi (2023) that SSCE strongly determine students’ success in tertiary institutions. Finding from this study also contravene the assertion made by Wambugu and Emeka that, there was a significant positive correlation between entry qualification and students’ academic performance even though it is not the only variable that can predict performance.
There is a clear indication that entry qualification does not necessarily matter when predicting students’ academic performance. Results from this study is similar to the finding from Balogun (1993) and Kurumeh and Iji (2009) where results from their studies revealed that the set of students admitted for the program were generally not performing well and that the poor performance is more pronounced in the females. It also established that there is no correlation between the entry qualification and performance in ‘A’ level program.
Conclusion 
In conclusion, this study has demonstrated that at the aggregate (College of Education wide) level, the Pre- NCE students academically poorer than the UME students.. However, the findings at the departmental level showed that Remedial students were better than the UME students in English Language but they remain worse in other schools.
The reason for this may be attributed to the fact that Physics and Mathematics were taught them at the Pre- NCE level before moving to 100 level. Subjects like Geography and Agriculture were introduced only recently. Among the Pre-Degree, again, those with less than 5 credits at the O/Level were found to be worse academically than other students.
Recommendations
In the light of the findings of this study, the following recommendations are hereby made:
1.	There should be a strict compliance with the entry requirements for the Pre- NCE programme which is three credits in science subject and which should be made universal. Hitherto, the College of Education has lower requirements of two credits for the indigenes.
2.	Students should no longer be forced on Departments, as is now the practice rather, each Department should be allowed to select its own candidates.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, BUSINESS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, ILORIN KWARA STATE OF NIGERIA
Dear Respondent,
	This questionnaire is designed to survey the effect entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin.
	Kindly assist in responding favourably and objectively to this questionnaire as all request will be treated with confidence used for research purpose only.
	Please complete the questionnaire and tick (  ) against appropriate column provided.
SECTION A
Department: …………………………………………………
Level :……………………………………………………………
Age: 18-21( ) 22-25 ( )
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE
	This questionnaire has been designed for easy completion on entry qualification and academic performance among business education students: a case study of Kwara state College of Education Ilorin. Most of the questions can be answered by indication on the correct option. Please follow the instructions carefully.



SECTION B:
Tick (   ) any of the 4-points rating scale to indicate your level of agreement: 4-points scale- (SA) – strongly Agree (A)- Agree    (D) – Disagree (SD) – Strongly disagree 

	S/N
	                                    STATEMENTS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1. 
	Entered the college of education with very superior grades
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	Entered with above average grades
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	Entered with average grades
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	entrance examination conducted by individual college of education 
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	Have you got an academic warning during the semester while studying in the college
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	Have you failed in one or more courses during studying
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	Teacher in your secondary school concentrated in answering exercises and homework
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	Carelessness of lecturer about the academic problems for students
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	Lecturer of the course always a available in her office during the office hours
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	Difficulty in concentration during classes where lecturers uses only English in teaching
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