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ABSTRACT

This research sought and  investigated the influence of parents socio-economic background on secondary school students’ academic performance in Ejigbo North Local Government Area of Osun State.  One hundred and twenty teachers (120) were randomly selected from six (6) secondary schools as representative sample of the target population.  Questionnaire was the major instrument used for the study, which was titled “Influence of socio-economic background on parents’ questionnaire ISEBPO”.  Frequency count and sample percentage  calculation were the statistical tools employed for data analysis.  Result, showed  that parents socio-economic status influence students academic performance.  The researcher therefore recommended among others that, parents, teachers, governments and the society should ensure that children’s academic needs are well catered for.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
It has been proved beyond  a reasonable doubt by various experts in educational psychological  that the conditions for successful learning are not  attractable to only educated  inputs such as quality and quantity of  teaching staff, school infrastructural facilities and rate  as well as quality of instructional  supervision.  There are some other indispensable inputs which are largely sociological and psychological in a nature which on learners’ part determine how much is achieved in academic work some of these socio psychological factors are the children’s home background. 
The academic success or failure of a child hinges very much on the type of his own home background.  According to Morgan (2006), the parents’ socio-economic status normally dictates to a very large  extent the kind of home background that the child experiences on day to day basis as he/she grows up.  However, as children come from different homes, it is therefore inevitable that such children are up or nurtured in different homes or families that have various characteristics and possibly various socio-economic status and background.  These factors contribute very substantially to the extent to which a child make use of his intelligence (which in turn is largely due to hereditary factors) in his  every day academic work endeavours.
There are a lot of arguments about the causes of poor academic performance among secondary school students.  Many people believe that teachers are at fault by attributing  their low performance level and attitude to work to the cause of poor academic performance among their students.
However, other schools of thought blame the parents by laying emphasis  on the influence of their socio-economic background on their children’s academic performances.  Many parents do not bother  much on their children’s academic performance.  They refuse to neither pay their school fees nor provide essential school materials like textbooks, clothes and learning materials, furthermore, parents’  attitude towards their children education is of extreme importance for the sake of the children’s performance in their school.  Some poor uniformed parents have very little interest in their children’s academic work.
The status of the family determines the type of education a child can receive from the parents, child’s mental and emotional development which is factor for school education would be greatly influence by the nature of the family into which  the child is born for example, poor feeding during pregnancy and after is likely to have adverse effects on the mental development of the child, similar condition of a object poverty may lead to emotional depression of the child.
The upbringing  of the child as in the home, the personality and the behavior  are accepted factors that affect academic and social activities of the child.  It could therefore be said that the socio-economic background of the parents affect academic performance in school.  In every known society in the world, there is social inequality.  But the form it takes varies from society to another.  This inequality leads to clear division between social groups such that they can be ranked due to one above the other according to some predetermined social indices.
The degree of importance attached to education of the children differ from home to homes, the degree is higher in the homes of parents from middle social class than in the homes of parents from lower social class.  The parent from upper and middle social class would do everything possible even if it means denying themselves come comfort to gain their child.
According  to Jackson (2007)¸ most skilled workers whose educational achievements are comparatively high, usually tend to be highly interested in their children’s academic development.  It must be realized that both kinds of attitude are obviously board to influence or affect the child’s educational development.  Hence,  it is evident that, home background  variables  can somehow be related to students’ academic performance in secondary schools.
Therefore, this research aims at determining whether socio-economic background of parents have any influence on the academic performance of their children at secondary  level or not.
Statement of the  Problem
	A good observer will realize that it is now a common practice in our society to see large number of parents and guardians pointing accusing fingers at the school particularly the teachers, for the  negative academic performance of their  children or wards, but very  often, the school itself realizes that the causes of the children’s poor result are from home.
	Moreover, it is often very difficult to convince parents and guardians that the child’s family backgrounds are variables to determine a child’s educational attainments.
	Only the learned individual  agrees and accepts that just as heredity plays a vital roles, the environmental factors also have a profound  influence on students educational achievement, such parents and guardians need to be educated that exposure to diverse types of stimulus  outside the school environment yields varying levels  of performance.  It can be concluded from this statement that students will proceed with their academic programme at  experiences with the family atmosphere.  Such differences are bound to be carried  along by the  students throughout their school lives because according  to Frazer (2009) “the socially advantage one tend to remain in the superior  positions within their peer groups even after graduating from their schools.
	This study is therefore interested in finding out the extent to which parental socio-economic status influence children’s  academic performance.


Purpose of the Study
	The study is broadly aimed at identifying the influence of parental socio-economic status background on students’  academic performance in selected secondary schools.   The study will also identify individual home background, variables, which influence students’ academic performance.
	In addition, the study will identify what influence the family has on students’ academic  achievement because many of the family problems seem to make students to achieve far below their natural education capacity.
Research Question
	Having established some facts about socio-economic status of parent on students’  academic performance, this research work is carried  out to have a look into how negatively or positively influence the academic performance of students.  Based on this, the study will find answers  to the following questions.
1.	Do parents socio-status influence children’s academic performances?
2.	Do parents general attitude influence children’s academic performance?
3.	Do parents economics status influences students academic performance?
4.	Do parents educational status affects students’ performance?
5.	Do family stability  influence students academic performances?
Significance of the Study
	The findings of this research work will be of immense  value to parents, students, teachers’ guardian, counselors and the government because it will enable the curriculum planners to plan in such a way that compensation will be made for children whose family background variables  have negative effects on their academic work.  It will also assist  in the improvement of curriculum contents and instructional techniques.
	The study will help the school counselors  on how to help children from poor background  adjust to school programme and in the same vein the issue of individual differences will be adequately and effectively recognized and addressed.
	Also, the research will assist the teacher to identify the problems of various home backgrounds and so adjust his teaching learning process to cater for the peculiar needs of various students.
	Similarly, the findings of this research work will contribute significantly to the process of planning remedial programme and in the overall development of the curricular  in such a way that each students will have the opportunity of developing his own potentials and aptitudes and to attain the right kind of education and position in life which is most suitable for his own nature.
	When this takes place education as an institution will have performed one of its amiable rules by fostering the principle of equality of mankind which will further  confirm that Nigeria is  moving toward becoming an egalitarian society to which she has constantly looked forward to.
Scope of the Study
	In physical sense the research work will cover only the government owned and government grant aided secondary schools located at Ejigbo North Local Government Area of Osun State.  This means that the research will exclude purely private  owned secondary schools.
	Moreover, in determining  the socio-economic status of a parents, the study will not defend that are specifically private of personal such a party  to a parent  belongs whether he is a millionaire, number of cars or house owned etc.
Definition of Terms:  This  refers to how poor or wealthy  someone  is in the society.
	Socio-economic Background:-  This is the distinction in which social position within a social organization is classified (whereby classes are defined in terms of occupational and educational components, there is hierarchy in status and social mobility).  For the purpose of this study, it is taken to refer to the indicators such as parents’  level of education, employment status, size and system of family and ownership of house which specify the wealth of the family.
Social Class:-  This implies the grouping or classification of people into position to which a person is placed in the society either due to such persons economic or political  power or because of the prestige  accorded to him/her in the society.  This is determined by occupation, income, moral standard, family history and level of education.
Influence/Effect:-   As far as this study is concerned  influence simply means the impact of the parents’ socio-economic status on the education of their children.
Social Stratification:-  This is a particular form of social inequality.  It refers to the presence of social group which ranked one above other, usually in term of the amount of power, prestige and wealth their members possess.
Academic Performance:-   In the context of this study, it refers to the degree of exhibition or output in educational activities in the school, which cover the aspects of learning (cognitive affective and psychomotor domain).
Cognitive Development:- An intellectual development of a child that has to do with academic work (learning process).
Affective Development:-  The development  of emotional traits such as moral, attitude self control diligence honesty, punctuality, loyalty, faithfulness consistency and perseverance. 
Psychomotor Development:-  This refers to manipulative skills which include physical exercise (running, jumping, skipping, climbing, dancing, practical technical work, art and craft) practical home economics type writing, building artist work, skills etc.
Heredity:-  Inherited traits passed on from parents to offspring during ovulation and conception.  These determine to very large extent child intelligence. 
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
	This chapter review some related work already done by some  authors and scholars on influence of parental socio-economic background on students performances academically, with board examination of its nature and its effects on the academic performance  of students in some selected  secondary schools in Ejigbo North Local Government Area of Osun State.  The sponsorship role of parents on the educational pursuit of their children is dependently or largely determined by their status in social stratification. 
	Therefore, the review of related literature in this study is divided  into following sub-headings:
i.	Social class of parents and students academic performance.
ii.	Economic status of parents student academic performance.
iii.	Educational standard of parent and students academic performance.
iv.	Occupation status of parents and students academic performance.
v.	Family system of parent and students academic performance.
vi.	Broken homes and children’s education.
vii.	The attitude of the parents towards education.
viii.	Lack of learning facilities and incentives for students at home.
Social Class of Parent and Student Academic Performance
	The concept  “social class” could be described  as the grouping or classification of people according  to their social status, the membership of which often develop group cohesion or certain characteristics common to all members of that group in terms of value, attitude or lifestyle.
	Epstien (2002) stated two differences between lower and middle class value system.  Finally, that member of lower working class places a lower value on education.  They  place less emphasis  on formal education as a means to personal advancement and they also place low value on achieving high occupational status.  Secondly, the lower class individual does not aim at much success because of the limited resources at his disposal,  thus the motivation to achieve be it in the school or outside the school, is generally  low among members of the lower working class.  On the other hand  the members of the middle working class often aim higher for their children’s and for this they are ready  to spend their last money on their children’s education just to prepare them to be a successful citizen in life.
	It seems that the attitude of the parents to education matters much in the academic performance of the child in the school, and the  attitude differs along the line of socio-economic status.  The chances of a working class children entering a grammar school are greater,  if they are from home related as having  poor materials environment but where  attitudes towards education are favourable than if they are from good materials environment but where the attitudes towards education are favourable.  It can then be conclude that more parents in the higher socio-economic class.
	Similarly, Adelusi (2000) proclaimed that parental background has influence on the academic achievement of children.  He confirmed that those children from high social group perform better than their counterpart in the lower social class.  So, the higher performance of the students from the upper class perhaps could be attributed to a lot of factor like parents value of education, money mobility and social class to which they belong.
	Social class according to Bloom (2000) continues to influence students’ progress at higher level of educational undertaking.  At tertiary level social class origin influence the quality  of education received by the learners.  In this wise, the performance automatically influences academically needed to succeed for their parents before  entering school, but in the contrary  direction, the students from lower social class parents who are just entering the school unequipped with  the necessary information to success, stand of disadvantage.  This access to all the information needed to succeed from their parents before  entering school.  But in the contrary direction.  The students from lower social class parents, who are just entering the school unequipped with the necessary information to success, stand of disadvantage,.  This is because the criteria for success have included them.  And they will start their work in the assumption that they already acquire the necessary information before entering  school and their invariably marks the beginning of the failure for the unfortunate ones.
	The negative effects of some homes on the educational achievement of their children was noted by Awoyemi (2006) when he indicated that children from deprived home do not have good study  environment or text class work and assignment and these affect their performance.  In the same vein, Douglas (2000) expressed that well educated parents were likely to provide both financial and material support to ensure their  children’s  progress. He agreed that children from derived social background lagged behind for parents found it difficult to provide financial and material aids for them.  Children from such deprived homes are often sent out from school due to their inability  to provide writing materials, school fees or uniforms.   The resultant effect of missing lesson every now and then is bound to have a negative effect on the performance of the children.
	Also, the children from low socio-economic homes according to Durojaiye (2007) are less likely to have material  possessions that stimulate intellectual activity such as books and construction toys.  They are not likely to read to have a room where study is possible  to hear complex verbal  structure in the  speech of their parents and siblings and to be motivated to do well at school by parents who have  high ambitions for them.
	Hyman (2001) observed that children or high social status origin start attending nursery schools early unlike their counterparts  from low socio-economic background.   Psychologically,  this creates basic room for intellectual improvement on the part of both middle and high social.
Moreover, Jubril (2006), reported that only those few average Nigerians occupy the middle  of their young ones to their satisfaction in the day of economic crutch.  As a result, other children from low income group stand at a disadvantaged  position.  In terms of nature techniques and this is turn goes on to affect their educational  achievement.  It has been clearly   seen that social-status of parents have influence  on the academic performance of the children.  The children of the middle and high social classes perform well as a reflection of  their parent value and aspiration for their education when other children from low social are negative affect their academic performance.
Economic Status of Parent and Student Academic Performance
	The importance of money in human  undertakings cannot be over-emphasized hence it is the dominant  determinant of parental sponsorship role.  This simply connotes that economic fitness of the parent facilitates his financial support for  his child adequately and conveniently.
	Oladele (2003) claimed that higher academic learning attachment is commonly found among the children from privilege economic background. In this sense, the commendable performance  of the children privilege economic background is perhaps accountable  to the value placed on education by their parents children from wealthy parents aspire more education than their counterparts from parents of lower economic status.  
According to Douglas (2008) there is positive impact of economic level of any family on the academic performance of the  children.  He also observed that children from high economic status are academically better than those from low economy class.  The  indispensable influence of economic status of parent on child’s  academic performance was observed overtime and it was found that children’s  academic performance of the children.  Douglass (2008) found out that over 60% of high academic achievers were from the middle class only 12% were from the lower achievers, that is to say there must be a silver lining behind every cloud.
Campbell (2002) reported that educated folks and wealthy  parents can afford to organize evening lectures or private lesson for their children after school hours, such extra-moral lesson subsequently promote good academic development  among such children.  By so doing a basic room for intellectual improvement in the children is created.
Similarly, reporting on the influence of parents on academic performance of children indicates among other things, parents’  education level, reading habit, level of income as important determinant of educational performance of students in their various schools. His success then can be much influence by his parents’ attitudes towards education.
Mordi (2006) also discussed the concept  of cultural capital as a factor affecting children’s achievement in life.  According to him, each child acquires language, value, skills, custom and beliefs of the society from his parents.  He  emphasized  that the children from rich parent acquired  and acquainted with all or most of the necessary things from their schooling programmes right away from their homes.  This schooling programme right away from their  homes.  These include  Video, Television, Telephone, Radio, GSM, Money materials good food, leisure time and host of other good thing which enable them to be well accepted in the school and in social gathering while on the other hand, children from poor home/parent have little or nothing  relevant to the school from home.  Thus they are less better  and disadvantage tangled unlike their counterpart from well to do parent.
	Omoniyi (2003) asserted that parental finance, as a manifestation of parents economic standard affect children’s  education.  Since education is not totally free at the primary level in Nigeria students from the lower economic background may not be  able to bear educational costs.  The type of parents who are ever ready and able to back up their own children with money and other good materials including cars as well as selection of best schools for their  children  are from high economics class parents are most likely to drop out of school to learn any of the vocational course or to trade because  of the cost of tuition  fees, books uniforms food and transportation fees.


Educational Standard of Parent and Student Academic Performance
	Hyman (2001)  reported that children from parents with better educational qualification  achieved greater percentage in academic with little or no formal education i.e  western education.  Children  are described  to be the carbon-copy of the parents to whom they belong.   Those who come from good parents with good educational background behave well in their academic work.
	Cooksey (2002) also pointed out that elite children performed better than their counterparts from non-educated parent logically they have access to all or  most of relevant materials that can aid their performance in the school.  Apart from that their parents being  educated are aware of the importance of education and will do all  possible things to make their children achieve well educationally.
	In his own case, Ahmed (2002) explained that children who come from literate parents are endowed will appropriate  way of re-arrangement decision making and problem solving techniques.  Contrarily children who come from illiterate parent are deprived of the above mentioned attributes.   Hence,  they stand at a disadvantaged position and are being handicapped from  future learning process and  good academic  performance unlike their counterparts from literate  homes.
	Abraham (2002) observed that the different homes of the students represent the herb of the wheel around which their educational pursuit revolve.   Little wonder than that those students who come from illiterate home background usually exhibit poor academic performance. This is probably due to largely to the poor  educational exposure such students   experienced from their various homes.  Most of the illiterate mothers used to deprive their children  of the great opportunity of solving their problems private lives.  And by so doing, they disrupt such student decision making process and independent judgment. 
	The literature or educated members on the other hand encourage their children  express their inner feelings instincts.  They maximize questioning techniques to enhance self expression of their children.
	Similarly, Bernstein (2000) reported the response of both literate parents to a question on academic performance of the children the question was “what do you do when your child brings a good examination report from school to you at home”.   In her reply the elite parent promised giving praises,  prizes presents and all sort of rewards to serve as incentives and motivating for such a child for  bringing honour to his/her home.  Contrarily, the illiterate parents only promise to give thanks to god and forget about the issue. 
	Furthermore, on the influence of home on academic background output of learners, it was observed that the literate parents always encourage their children to aspire from higher academic excellence through words of encouragement, they motivate the young  ones to achieve good academic performance, they  pass motivation comments like “ Good of you, more of you, more grace to your elbow, keep it on etc.  this  is a nice drawing of cup you have made for me, Jane?
	From the above, it could be deduced that educational standard of the parents affects the academic performance of their children  because their total personality have reflection in their children life and  academic understanding  most of educated parent see the need to  assess their children in their educational process.  Hence, they are  willing to advise, encourage and support them in course of their  educational struggles.  It is these groups of parents that show  appreciation  to any good work done or attempted either  jointly or single handedly their children.  It is also noted that children of parents who pay regular visit to school to see them at work are noted for good work at school.
	Musgrave (2003) also reported that children from literate parents, majority of who happen to fall under middle class position are noted for efficient reading abilities and encouraging test results.
	Ololade (2003) was of the opinion that children from literate environment  had a mean score of 82.6% in education attainment test while those from illiterate environment  had a mean score of 32.8% this made  him to conclude that children from literate parents had better academic achievement than those from illiterate parents.  Psychologically, the above assertion is not out of place to find children from lower class performing and achieving  well academically.  Thus, the case of exceptionality is ever manifested  in the midst of  colleagues.  Educational attainment of the parents’ determines what type of education should be given to the children which affect their performance.
	It is also said that child academic performance is the centre of focus in the life of educated families.  James (2007) opined that most  Nigeria parents are illiterate and therefore have no time to contribute to checking their children school work.
Occupation Status of Parents and Students Academic Performance
	Occupation defined by Hornby (2000) is the business, trade, job etc, that which occupies one’s time either permanently or as a hobby.
	For the purpose of this study, occupation is treated as one of the prominent factors that determine a person’s socio-economic background.  The economic status of parents is vested in their  occupation status.
	Being chattered Accountant, lecturer, medical Doctor, Engineer or being a messenger in the office, peasant farmer confers different  economic status of one.  It should be noted that a student with high occupational status parents such as Medical Doctor, Accountant, Governor, Pilot General in Armed forces to mention but few, have  their parents to emulate.  Unlike their counterparts from parents of low education standard.
	The report of Ramella’s (2002) work showed that parental socio-economic  level which encompassed the occupational type, level  of education ones parents possess and living condition of one’s  parent accumulate to form the home environment of the students.  He  further argued that it’s  these among other important factors that in farm serve as determinate  of a student academic struggles and final achievement.
	Ducan (2002) explained that the average of children intelligence does on the while appear to  rise with the occupational level of the parents but the overlapping between one grade and next is so great the while socially superior parents produce a relatively larger  number of children of higher ability Medicare home produce an absolutely smaller number correlation between the intelligence or achievement of children and their socio-economic  level are positive but not high.  They approximate to 0.3 according to most reports.
	Nuhu (2000) explained that educational and occupational background have a very important influence on academic performance of children.  Children who have parents with high status  of occupation, high income and better amenities  at homes often perform better than others in school.
	It was asserted by  Otaway (2002) that there is significant difference between the academic performance of students  from upper occupation status parents and that of the students from low educational background.   He noted that children of professionals like Executive, Accountant, Clerk and the like, reside in big cities and towns this in town afford these group of students opportunity to use social amenities like pipe born water, electricity supply, well equipped library, decent and accommodation  etc.  as a result, children from such parents experience better academic  training and  thus perform better than their  counterparts from low occupational status parents such as petty trades, messenger of peasant farmers.  He further  observed  that students from illiterate peasant farmers that hail  from and reside in rural area lack most if not all the thought provoking and knowledge stimulating factors already  mentioned above, hence they stabbed at a disadvantage academically.
	Perhaps because of their adequate knowledge of formal education and its relevance  to the society parents in high occupational group afford to persuade their children  to aspire for higher educational  achievement and they also direct their children on cause or subjects selection.


Family System of Parents and Students Academic Performance
	Family system for the purpose of this study simply refer to as the types of family, that is the polygamous and the monogamous family, family size and the effect of irregular family circumstances and this as a social affair, justifies its inclusion in examination of parents socio-economic background the effect of this as one of the  important factors of parents status, on the academic performance of students is aimed to be examined through the review of related work.
	Bernord (2002), believed that a child’s  social life begins in the home.  He spends more hours around the home than he does at school especially during the formative years.
	Kaytyastly (2009) reported that fathers who are affectionate, naturally warm and praise-giving type more  often not found to be among monogamous  family units.  Such  father always give moral and  financial supports to their children inauspiciously.  They also give  rightful guidance to their children whenever such need arises while polygamous father on the other hand always exhibits such characteristics as dominance,  reflection, criticality,  which is turn have adverse effect on academic performance of the students.  Parental care, warmth affection and attention exists more better among family member of monogamous homes.
	In a some, Douglas (2006) found that standard of instant management  and the use of the medical services were substantially worse among the manual working class as compared with the middle  class, and that in both social classes, the  bigger the family the worse is  the care.  The children from larger families were found on the lower  stream  of primary schools more than world have been expected statistically. 
	Investigation have also shown that measure of intelligence quotient (I.Q) varies directly with the size of the family, Douglas (2006) confirmed that the size of the family has some influence on the  I.Q mainly because the younger infants in a large family in which the children are closely spaced  in age are not given sufficient time and attention, so that their inherited intellectual capabilities can be  developed to the full.
	Ipaye (2005) started that “polygamous father was noted for his habit of leaving the total care, given of attention, academic supervision and encouragement of his children to the entire hands of the mothers of the various set of his children  such father takes such as  action as an attempt to guard against co-wife decision which indicates the type of ugly situation  that exist in polygamous type of family”.
	From the above, it could be reasoned out the sponsorship role of the parents is unsuspicious played in monogamous family system while this proves more difficult in the case of polygamous family system, probably for the fear of wife deserting, and this automatically has a reflection on the academic  performance of such children who happen to fall the victim of such an ugly situation.
	Ipaye (2008) further reported on the kind of parent-child interaction or relationship that exists among the family members.  Polygamous father eventually becomes passive as he tier  to maintain fairness and  justice among his different wives.
	Consequently, such fathers fail to carry out their  responsibilities  to expectation  for their  children in an effort to avoid co-wife dissension.   Thus, this action goes further to affect such students’ academic performances adversely at school.
	Adebisi (2006) asserted that the financing  of children’s education is often characterized by anarchy and chaos among the  people of plural system of marriage family.  He observed that even if  such parent is economically  fit, he would find it somehow difficult  because  each mothers would not like any of her children to be left out or behind in the educational attainment, thus the wives embark upon competitive varies.  And this of course will be a burden economically on the part of the father.

Broken  Homes and Children’s Education
	Okon (2002) confirmed that the children brought up both parents showed normal psychological and academic development,  but broken homes  are associated with increased aggressive and delinquency in children and may have some association with neurotic   and psychiatric problems in childhood.
	Similarly, Durojaiye (2007) observed that children from intact (where both spouses and children live happily together) perform far better than other children from broken homes.  He reported that the ratio of their performance was 67.33 he further stated that, apart from poor academic performance, other problems usually suffered by children from broken homes were stressful situation maladjustment solitude life, waywardness life, absentmindedness and general juvenile delinquency. 
The  Attitude of the Parents Toward Education
	The attitude of the parents toward certain thing reflect their perception of that thing.  Formation of reflect their perception of that thing.  Therefore formation of attitude should be considered as one of the essential  objective of education.  Field and Kretch (2008) opined that “an attitude is an enduring organization of motivation, perceptional and  cognitive process with respect  to some aspects of an individual world”  the value  we hold determines the way we strive hard towards achieving  the goal, we devote our energies to area which  we hold to be personally important to us.  An individual gradually by some factors in his environment develops definite attitudes toward certain objectives.
	These with positive attitude tend to develop more interest than those with negative attitude.
	Douglas (2009) revealed that the parent attitude influence directly to the academic  performance of their children parent which are  well educated themselves and who have average income are  able to select and provide well for education for their children.  It was further  revealed that attitude toward education correlated with the pupils achievement in the school.
Lack of Learning Facilities
	Learning facilities  means those materials that can aid learning e.g  libraries, television set, video machine, radio, games etc.  parental ability to provide  adequate educational facilities by parental attitude towards education.  Availability of these materials  aid learning by reinforcing whatever instruction  the teachers might have been given to the school.
	Bello (2001) reveals that lower class families  tend to rouse large number of children than the middle class families.  This leads to overcrowding  and lack of space for home work and other activities.  He argued that since middle class parents have higher income children  in the middle class have better opportunity/opportunities of enjoying good housing and other facilities like electricity, radio, television, writing materials and textbooks which enhance their achievement in school.
	Nwachukwu (2003) is of the view that as people of higher socio-economic status usually earn a higher income and value school education more than those of low socio-economic status, they are  more likely to possess the financial means and willingness to aback their children  to boost their performance at school.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	The literature review has deal with penitent issues relating to the influence of parental socio-economic background on secondary school students academic performances.  The specific issues reviewed includes the social class of parents their  educational standard, economic status, their value attitude, type of family system of the parents broken homes and children education, the attitudes at the parents towards education.
	It was revealed that lack of learning facilities and incentives for students at times have great influence on their academic  performances.  Olawale (2009) established that if a child is brought up in a stimulating 
environment where  he is able to discover his potentials there is every possibility to have a better performance than a child who hails from poor environment.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	This chapter  presents the various method adopted to carry out the work by the researcher.   The discussion  is done under the following sub-headings:  research design, population, sample and sampling techniques, research instrument, validity of the instrument, reliability of the instrument, administration of the instrument and data analysis procedure. 
Research Design 
	The research as described by Yakubu survey, since it seeks to get respondents opinion concerning the influence of parental socio-economic background on secondary school students’ academic performance.
	Oniye (2007) described survey, research that deals with systematic description of an event in very factual accurate manners.  The effort of the research is on the collection of information from a representative sample upon which inferences are drawn about the attitude or opinion of the higher population.
Population 
	The research population according to Oniye (2007) refers to the entire number  group objects and elements in which the researcher is interested.  In the case this research population consists of all the teachers of all the entire secondary schools in Ejigbo North.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
	Research sample according to Nwana (2001) is made up of the selected numbers of the whole population for a particular research work. In this case, six schools were sample from the entire eleven secondary school in the area.
	In each of the six sampled secondary schools, twenty teachers were chosen by means of random sampling techniques, making total of 120 research subjects in all.   The six schools sampled are:
1.	Baptist High School Ejigbo
2.	Seventh Day Adventist Grammar School Ejigbo
3.	Science Grammar School, Ejigbo
4.	Muslim Grammar School, Ejigbo
5.	Community High School, Ejigbo
6.	Ahoyaya Grammar School, Ejigbo
Research Instrument
	According to Noli and Scannell (2002), research instrument is the tools use by a researcher for gathering information (data).  In this case, the instrument used for this study is a questionnaire.  Titled: “Influence of Socio-economic Background of Parents Questionnaire (ISEBPQ)”.
	This questionnaire is structured having two optional responses which are, agreed or disagreed.  It is divided into  two sections which are section A and section  B.  Section A deals with personal data of the respondents, while section B comprises  of all the items of the questionnaire.  Section B comprises of 20 items classified into five categories  which correspond with the five research questions earlier formulated  for this study.  This implies that each category is made up of four items.
Validity of the Instrument
	When the items of ISEBPQ was firstly drawn, it was taken to experts and finally to the supervisor who effected all the necessary corrections through securitization.  The final draft was later re-presented for the approval before its administration.
Reliability of the Instrument
	After the validation of the instrument, a pilot study was carried out this was done by first  selecting twenty pilot study subjects to, but not exactly part of the 100 research  subjects.  These people were given copies of (ISEBPQ) to fill.  Their responses were scored a few days later, the same individuals were given copies of the same instrument to respond to as usual, their respective responses were scored.
	Thereafter, the two sets of scores were correlated using the Pearson product moment correlation co-efficient procedure to determine the extent of relationship.  The correlation obtained was D.78, which indicated that the instrument achievement very high test re-reliability.
Administration of the Instrument
	Copies of the instrument (ISEBPQ) were personally taken to each school for distribution to research subjects because “face to face”  is better than hundreds letters” the adage goes.  This implies that the researchers neither sent the instrument through any person nor posted it.  After a few days the researchers went back to the school to collect  back the filled instrument but we had to go most schools several times before succeeding in collecting back all the distributed copies.   At the end the researchers achieved a rare success of 100% in instrument distribution and retrieve.
Procedure for Data Analysis 
	All the responses for items in each category of the instrument we converted into frequency count.  Thereafter percentages were the statistical tool used for answering the research questions.


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Data
Research Question One:  Do parents socio-economic influence children’s academic performances?
Table 4.1: Table showing respondents opinions on parental socio-economic status an influence on children’s academic performance.
	
	AGREED
	DISAGREED
	

	ITEMS
	FREQUENCY
	%
	FREQUENCY
	%
	TOTAL

	1.
	65
	54.2
	55
	45.8
	120

	2.
	70
	58.3
	50
	41.7
	120

	3.
	72
	60.1
	48
	40.1
	120

	4.
	75
	62.5
	45
	37.5
	120

	Total 
	282
	56.7
	198
	41.3
	480



	It is observed from table 4.1 above that most teachers (58.7) the view that parents socio-status do influence students academic  performance while 41.3% of the aggregate had contrary views.  Therefore, it can be said that parents socio-status has a lot to do in the students’ academic performance.
Research Question Two:  Do parent’s economics status influences the students’ performance?
Table 4.2:  Table showing  respondents’ opinions on parents’ attitude towards students academic performance.
	
	AGREED
	DISAGREED
	

	ITEMS
	FREQUENCY
	%
	FREQUENCY
	%
	TOTAL

	5.
	72
	60
	48
	40
	120

	6.
	68
	56.7
	52
	43.3
	120

	7.
	84
	70
	36
	30
	120

	8.
	92
	62.5
	164
	34.2
	120

	Total 
	
	
	
	
	480



	From  the table above, it is evident that students academic performance is to certain extent determined by attitude of parents towards educational upbringing of their children.  About 65.8% aggregate supported the statement that parents value attitude influence students’ academic performance.
	Table 4.2 shows that most teachers (68.8%) agree that parental general attitude influence students academic performance while 34.2% of aggregate responses disagreed with opinion.  Therefore, there is a positive correlation between parents attitude and students academic performance.
Research Question Three:  Is children performance influence by parent economic status?



Table 4.3:   Table showing opinion on parents status as an influence on children academic performance.
	
	AGREED
	DISAGREED
	

	ITEMS
	FREQUENCY
	%
	FREQUENCY
	%
	TOTAL

	9.
	88
	71.7
	84
	28.3
	120

	10.
	72
	60
	48
	40
	120

	11.
	85
	70.8
	23
	19.2
	120

	12
	95
	80.8
	23
	19.2
	120

	Total  
	43.2
	71.3
	140
	29.7
	480



	The above  table indicates that the parents economic status have direct bearing on the academic performance of their wards.
	Table 4.3 showed that 71.3% respondents held the new that students performance are influenced by parent economic status while 29.7% respondents disagreed with the statement.  Therefore there is a  positive correlation between students’ academic performance and parental economic status.
Research Question Four:  Do parents educational status influence studies academic performance?
	
	AGREED
	DISAGREED
	

	ITEMS
	FREQUENCY
	%
	FREQUENCY
	%
	TOTAL

	13.
	81
	67.5
	39
	32.5
	120

	14.
	75
	62.5
	45
	37.5
	120

	15.
	58
	48.3
	62
	51.7
	120

	16.
	86
	71.7
	34
	28.3
	120

	Total   
	300
	62
	150
	37.5
	480



Table 4.4 above showed that 300 respondents representing  62.5% of the respondents are positively inclined to the statement that educational attainment of parents has definite influence on academic performance of their wards, while only 150 representing 37.5% disagreed.  It therefore means  that students from enlighten parent are usually better academically  than those students from illiterate parent.  This means that there is a positive correlation between student’s  academic performance and parents’ educational status.
Research Question Five:  Do family stability influence students’  academic performance?
Table 4.5:  Table showing respondent’s opinion on family stability as an influence on children academic performance.  
	
	AGREED
	DISAGREED
	

	ITEMS
	FREQUENCY
	%
	FREQUENCY
	%
	TOTAL

	17.
	78
	65
	42
	35
	120

	18.
	57
	47.5
	63
	52.4
	120

	19.
	68
	57.5
	51
	42.5
	120

	20.
	80
	66.7
	40
	33.3
	120

	Total   
	284
	59.2
	196
	40.8
	480



	The above table reveals that matrimonial home to certain extent can affect the academic well being of a child  59.2% of the respondents held the view that family stability do influence  students academic performance while 40.8% disagreed with the opinion.  Therefore there is a positive correlation between family stability influence and students academic performance.  On the other hand, the findings revealed that students from stable home with adequate love and care have the potential to achieve better academically than those from broken home who deprived of  love and care.
Discussion of Results 
	The analysis had revealed that students academic performance are much influenced by such factor as parent social status, economic status attitude, education attainment and family stability as well.
	This study has shown that students from well to do parents enjoy enabling environment that would facilitate effective teaching learning process, they are usually provided with adequate school materials school or private coaching recognized to promote academic development.  This is in line with the statement made by Cooksey (2002) that the elite children performed better than other children who are from illiterate or less privilege  homes for their parents are better aware of the importance  of education and will do all possible things to make their  children achieve success, educationally.
	It was also revealed that parents value attitude to some extent determine the students’ academic attainment  it has been pointed out that children of elite who know that value of education one made to achieve educational success through all possible means.
	Furthermore, the result of the findings established that social status parents have a great impact on the children academic performance.  The fact remain that literate  parents possess better chance of academic  excellence.  For their children from illiterate homes are deprive of and they tend to stand of a disadvantage academically.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Summary 
	This what attempt to study the influence of parents’ academic economic background on children’s academic performance.  Based on the findings, it was discovered that there is positive relationship between socio-economic background of parents and students academic performance.  The result shows that:-
i.	There is a positive relationship  between parents, social status and student’s academic performance this means that parent social status influences students’ academic performance.
ii.	Parental general attitude influence students’ academic performance.
iii.	Students academic performances are influenced by parental educational status.
iv.	Family stability influence students academic performance.
Conclusion 
	It is concluded from the results of the research work that parents of low social status have negative effects on students academic performance  while parents of higher social status have positive impacts on students academic performances, therefore, the high the parents’ social status, the better the children’s academic performance.
	Also, it is gathered from the research that the parents attitude has effect on students academic performance so when parent value education very well, sound education is enhanced, but when little or no value is place on education by the parents, it affects students education negatively.
	Furthermore,  the result shows that parents income level varies directly on their children’s academic performances and the higher the parent’s income level the better their children’s academic performances will be.  At the same taken, the result indicated that parent’s educational attainment varies directly with their children’s  academic performances and the higher the parent’s income level the better their children’s  academic performances will be.  The result also indicated that parent’s educational attainment varies directly with the children’s academic performance.  Hence the higher the parents educational attainment, the better their children’s academic performances, than the lower the academic attainment of parents, the poorer their children’s academic performances. 
	Finally, it’s also gathered that if the home is stable (not broken but intact),the children’s’ academic performance is enhanced, but if a child is reared in a broken home, this affect children’s’ academic performance negatively.  
Recommendation
It is a very well know fact that “fingers are not equal” but it is very important for parents to be ambitious so as to attain a four educational level that will enable them to be able to realize the great importance of caring very much for their children educational development.
The guidance and counselor of the school should try as much as possible to play an immerse role in advising the students towards their educational  achievement and future career regardless  of their parents’ status, value, attitude, educational attainment and their parents marital status either  broken or intact, that is children from well to do home should not be discouraged that there might be brighter future when they work hard towards their educational careers which will make them successful and acceptable member of the society they belong to.
The school library should also be well equipped with different needed books of different departmental  course, so as to make even the less privilege students to possess the right materials/books necessary for their course of study/studies and academic excellence.   The government should also try through ministry  of education to provide the institution with adequate library facilities, competent and qualified  teaching staffs, and school infrastructural facilities in order aid smooth teaching learning processes. 
Government  should help in funding the institution for their daily purchases and expenditure and to help in disturbing scholarship bursary and subsidize their  school fees to a reasonable amount so the both well to do and less privilege children will have opportunity to a sound education in preparation for their future.
The teachers, lecturers’ instructors, should spare their time, efforts and money in giving special training, extra lesson to the children from a poor home, so that they will be balanced  up psychologically with those from a well to do family background.
The teachers should also help in the core subject which tends to be the foundation of every course of study in future, English, Mathematics, Science, Agriculture, Home-Economics and Social Studies.
Parent/Guardians on their own part whether single or stable family should endeavour to show special interest in educational pursuit of their children.
The school authority should be considerate on the plight of the children from disadvantaged home who are often found of defaulting one form of levy or the other.
The society, as whole should be enlightened and their level of awareness be raised to know the significant of education as human resources investment that has lifelong dividend on individual children.
There is also the need to introduce marriage counseling to curb any circumstances that could lead to marital break-up. Couples should be 
educated on factors relevant to stability of matrimonial homes.  These among others include love, understanding, co-operation, tolerance, compatibility, mutual respect and above all constant prayer to God.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF  EDUCATION  ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT ILORIN 

	Influence  of socio-economic background of parents questionnaire (SEBPQ).
	This questionnaire is designed purely to gather information on the influence of parental socio economic background on children’s academic performance.
	Please respond faithfully to all items of this instrument for any information given is purposely meant for research work and shall question honestly, you need to write your name please.
	Thank for your co-operations.





SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION
	Please  give the following pieces of information about yourself.
Name: ……………………………………………………………………
School:…………………………………………………………………...
Sex:……………………………………………………………………….
Religion:………………………………………………………………….
SECTION B: ITEMS OF THE INSTRUMENT
	Please stick (    ) the option that best apply to you.  Two options are given, for which you are expected  to tick on against  each statement.  The options are Agree and Disagreed.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	AGREED
	DISAGREED

	
	PARENT SOCIAL STATUS AND STUDENTS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	

	1.
	Academic  performance of students whose parents are public figures is very good.
	
	

	2.
	High social status of parents  promotes children’s academic performance positively.
	
	

	3.
	When parents are of low social status, it tells negatively children’s educational performance.
	
	

	4.
	The child of a peasant farmer in a  typical named with normally perform poorer academically than that of an average lecturer in a town/city.
	
	

	
	PARENTS ATTITUDE AND CHILD’S ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	

	5.
	One puts ones time, efforts, money and other resources into what one values most.
	
	

	6.
	The extent  to which a parents values education will determine his children’s academic performance.
	
	

	7.
	When a parent lay little emphasis on education, the children academic performance is negatively affected.
	
	

	8.
	A highly literate parents will greatly value education and this will promote the children’s academic performance.
	
	

	
	PARENT ECONOMIC STATUS AND CHILD’S ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	

	9.
	A rich man will be able to send his children to high class schools.
	
	

	10.
	Poor parents can only afford sending their children’s to ordinary public school.
	
	

	11.
	A rich parent is always capable of providing school materials for his children in abundance and pay school fees promptly.
	
	

	
	PARENTS EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT ENCOURAGE HIS CHILDREN TO BECOME DEGREE HOLDER
	
	

	12.
	Families  who habitually leave education for Business after primary or secondary level will normally wants their offspring to  follow suit.
	
	

	13.
	A parent who becomes rich by faming will not encourage the child to be academically developed.
	
	

	14.
	Children of high educated parents will normally  perform better academically than those of barley  literate parents.


	
	

	
	STABLE(INTACT) HOME AND CHILD’S ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	

	15
	Happy intact home promote children’s educational development.
	
	

	16.
	Broken home tells negatively on a child’s  academic performance.
	
	

	17.
	A child brought up in a happy, intact home performs academically better than the one brought up in a broken home.
	
	

	18.
	A child brought up by spouse co-operatively, performs better academically than the one trained by a single parent.
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