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ABSTRACT
Teaching social science requires teachers to provide enough materials to enable students to learn by using all their senses. Therefore, where the schools are isolated or inaccessible, materials can be improvised to enhance teaching and learning. This study seeks to investigate the influence of improvisation on academic performance of social studies students in selected secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, the study of social science and to suggest recommendations for school administrators. The instrument used was a structured questionnaire. Data for the study were obtained by administering 12 item of questionnaires to 50 teachers. seven public Junior High Schools were selected. Three teachers were sampled randomly from each Junior School making a total of 50. 20 questionnaires were fully answered and returned. The data were analyzed using frequency counts and percentages. .
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

Social Studies is a study connected with all aspects of human beings to enable them live a fulfilled, comfortable and full of achievement life. It studies people in relation to the social, academic, economic, cultural, physical and psychological lives. It has to do with all round development of human beings to enable them become useful citizens in the society. Wesley in Kochhar, (2012) saw social studies as those portions of the social sciences selected for instructional purposes, applied to include anything pertinent to the immediate purpose of learning and adapted to the level of comprehension of the student. Abdu-Raheem, (2011) observed that the objectives of social studies is yet to be achieved as a result of poor teaching and lack or inadequacy of instructional materials to motivate students. Ofuani (2014) also attested to inadequacy of instructional materials and resources in all the schools sampled in his study. Instructional materials are essential and significant tools needed for teaching and learning of school subjects to promote teachers’ efficiency and improve students’ performance. They make learning more interesting, practical, realistic and appealing. They also enable both the teachers and students to participate actively and effectively in lesson sessions. They give room for acquisition of skills and knowledge and development of self- confidence and self- actualization. Ikerionwu (2010) saw instructional materials as objects or devices that assist the teacher to present a lesson to the learners in a logical and manner.
In addition, Ajayi and Ayodele (2011) stressed the importance of availability of instructional materials to achieving effectiveness in educational delivery and supervision in the school system. Ogbondah (2018) alerted on the gross inadequacy and under-utilization of instructional materials necessary to compensate for the inadequacies of sense organs and to reinforce the capacity of dominant organs. He noted that school teachers should try their possible best in the provision of locally made materials in substitution for the standard ones to promote their lessons. Enaigbe (2019) noted that basic materials such as textbooks, chalkboard and essential equipment like computer, projector, television and video are not readily available in many schools.

However, Akinleye (2010) attested that effective teaching and learning requires a teacher to teach the students with instructional materials and use practical activities to make learning more vivid, logical, realistic and pragmatic. Esu, Enukoha and Umoren (2014) agreed that instructional materials are indispensable to the effective teaching and learning activities. Ekpo (2014) also supported that teaching aids are always useful in supporting the sense organs. Despite the fact that instructional materials are essential tools that can make learning practical and knowledge acquisition easier, they are not readily available in Nigerian secondary schools leading to low level of performance of learners in government examinations (Abdu-Raheem 2014).

National policy on Education (2014) further stated that the provision and use of available instructional materials for teaching will lay a sound bases for scientific and reflective thinking among students. The real materials that are the conventional instructional materials are imported or factory made labouratory equipment for science teaching. Examples of conventional instructional materials are: microscope, herbarium, labouratory reagents, labouratory glassware, Bunsen burner, tripod stand. However, if these conventional instructional materials are not available or inadequate, they can be locally made by using resources in the environment as alternative. These will include used electrical bulb for round bottom flask; beverage tins for convex and concave mirror; juices of unripe orange as acid, solution of ash from wood as base, candle or stove as burner, teaspoon for spatula (Okebukola, 2016). Improvised instructional materials may not be identical with the conventional one; therefore, teachers should be skillful in their handling and using them (Igwe, 2013). Improvisation requires a considerable development through imaginative planning and good knowledge. According to Ajayi (2014), improvisation is the provision of alternatives to real things. Improvisation is the making of substitutes when the real equipment or material is not adequate or available (Okebukola, 2012). It is the art of providing and using alternative materials or resources in the absence of the real or factory made one. Oyediran (2010) also defines improvisation as the art of using materials or equipment obtained from local environment or produced by the teacher, and with the assistance of the local personnel to enhance instruction. In order to teach by inquiry method or use activity based instructions, improvisation is required since instructional materials seem not to be adequate

(Okebukola, 2012). Bassey (2012) defined improvisation as the process of making equipment and materials by the students or by engaging the services of others in the absence of real or manufactured ones. Generally, improvisation of instructional materials is an attempt to adapt and make use of local resources in the teaching/learning process when the ready- made materials are not available or are in shortfall or not within the reach of users. The teacher and the students could produce the improvised instructional materials. The teacher initiates the production of the alternative resources, which is constructed by either the teacher or the local artisans e.g. carpenter’s blacksmiths etc. The teacher may use the students for improvising some of the needed materials or equipment.

Statement of the Problem
It is evident that much instruction in secondary schools takes place without instructional material. Most teachers often use teaching method that do not rely on the use of instructional materials. Above all, most of the conventional instructional materials are culturally and ecologically unsuitable to some subject matter as well as other aspects of our educational aspirations. This, no doubt, has some adverse consequences on the teaching and learning of most subjects in the secondary school curriculum including social studies. The causes of students’ poor performance in schools’ subjects (including social studies) could partly be attributed to poor-teaching, inadequate and poor use of instructional materials.
 Thus the classroom teacher is compelled to be creative, resourceful and to look inwards in order to enhance effective teaching and learning. The question now is: can teachers’ utilization of improvised instructional materials significantly affect and influence students’ performance in social studies? This study will attempt to provide answers to this global problem.

Purpose of the Study  

        The main purpose of this study is to examine the impact of improvisation on academic performance of social studies students. Specifically, there are to:

i. Examine the impact of improvisation on the effective teaching and learning social studies  

ii. Examine the impact of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students

iii. Examine the level of improvisation by social studies teachers in junior  Secondary Schools

iv. Examine the challenges facing social studies teachers in the improvisation for instructional materials in secondary school

Research Questions

i. What are the impact of improvisation on the effective teaching and learning social studies?

ii. What are the impacts of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students?
iii. What is the level of improvisation by Social studies  teachers in junior Secondary Schools? 

iv. What are the challenges facing Social Studies teachers in the improvisation for instructional materials in secondary school? 

Research Hypotheses
H01: There is no significant impact in the performance of social studies students taught with improvised instructional materials and those taught with conventional materials.

H02: There is no significant impact of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students

H03: There is no significant level of improvisation influence by Social studies  teachers in junior Secondary Schools

Significance of the Study
The findings of this research are intended to add to the existing information on the improvisation of teaching aids to enhance the performance of social studies students and teacher in junior secondary schools.

It will be significant to teachers, school counselors, policy makers and the government in assisting and encouraging teachers to realize the importance of improvised teaching aids on their academic performance in social studies students.

The study will guide teachers and school counselors who always have the desire to see their students perform well by using the appropriate improvised teaching aids in social studies. It will again help teachers in understanding better the diversity of teaching aids and as such, develop more effective methodologies in teaching their subject matter for better understanding of students.

Also, the study will help the government to provide the needed teaching aids and facilities to motivate students to enhance the development of good academic performance.         

          It should be of great important to educational administrators in the distribution of resources to schools

          Furthermore, the result of the finding will be of great benefit to the social studies teachers in order to impact the required social studies skills to the students.

Scope of the Study

This study is concerned with the impact of improvisation of instructional materials on the academic performance of social studies students. In view of this, the study limited only to Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara state. The population for the study will involve all teachers in Ilorin West Local Government Area, 50 teachers randomly selected in Ilorin West Local Government Area, through simple random sampling techniques. Structured questionnaire will be used to elicit data from the respondents. Frequency and percentage will be use to analyze the demographic characteristics of respondents and simple percentage methods will be used to answer the research questions raised for the study.
Definition of Terms
Materials: Things that are needed to do a particular thing. Materials are anything a student needs to view or read. 
Teacher: Teacher formally an educator, is a person who helps students to acquire knowledge, competence or virtue.
Learning: Is an act in which something is learned. Learning is the acquisition of knowledge, subject matter, information, understanding, and skill from teaching. 
Improvisation: This is the act of using alternative material in the absence of real object. 
Secondary school: post primary school education.

Teaching Aids: Are materials used by a teacher to supplement classroom instruction or to stimulate the interest of students. This includes interactive, visual and audio teaching aids.

Instructional Materials: These are collection of materials including animate and inanimate objects and human and non-human resources that a teacher may use in teaching and learning situations to help achieve desired learning objectives.
Social Studies: Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence.
CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter divided into the following headings:

· Concept of Improvisation

· Improvisation in the Teaching 


· Importance of Improvised Teaching Aids in the Development of Learners’
· Importance of Improvisation

· Meaning of Teaching Aids

· Teaching aids and Academic Achievement

· Factors Affecting Improvisation of Teaching aids

· Problems of Improvisation

· Comparative Performance of Students Taught with Improvised Instructional Materials and Those Taught with Conventional Materials  

· Summary of Literature Review
Concept of Improvisation

Improvisations are materials that are used in absent of the original or ideal object to bring about the same learning effect that the standard material would have brought (Ahmed 2018). Teaching and learning materials: According to Beth Lewis (2016) in the field of education, the term TLM (Teaching and Learning Materials) refers to a spectrum of educational materials that teachers use in the classroom to support specific learning objectives, as set out in lesson plans. 

The concept of improvisation is applicable to several professions and traditions (Holdhus et al., 2016). In education, however, there has been little focus on the different characteristics of improvisation (DeZutter, 2011; Jarning, 2006, p. 217). Improvisus is a Latin word, which means ‘the unforeseen’ (Karlsen, 2006, p. 242; Montouri, 2003) or ‘to provide the unexpected’ (Dehlin, 2018, p. 25). To improvise is to be open to new perspectives and actions, with an expectation for what is not yet, but which can be realised (Dehlin, 2012). 

Lobman (2011) argues that teaching has been dominated by scripts based on curricula and meta-scripts in society, implying that to become a good teacher is to follow the transmission model of teaching and learning. She argues that it is time to alter this on the basis of a constructivist theory of learning. Improvisation in education is seen as a required skill for such a development (Lobman, 2011, p. 73; Sawyer, 2011b) and can be inspired by what Holdhus et al. (2016) have labelled as the three root traditions of improvisation as a professional skill: the rhetoric, the music and the theatre tradition. Improvisational practices in the music and theatre traditions have strongly influenced educational theory and practice In the field of education, improvisation is often seen as an applied, specific teaching tool or skill developed in the profession of teaching where it can be learned and rehearsed (Berk & Trieber, 2019). 

However, several researchers underline the importance of having a broad approach to our understanding of improvisation, arguing that improvisation is interwoven in everyday life (Dehlin, 2018). In his study of improvisation in everyday organising practice in a large Norwegian hospital, Dehlin argues that improvisation is a hallmark of being human, characterised as ‘the improvising man’. Improvisation is connected to spontaneity, emotionality and creative action in using tools (Dehlin, 2018, p. 42-43); it is a practical phenomenon that occurs in situations where some kind of action needs to be spontaneously decided on. You need to use a relevant vocabulary, and improvisation includes memories and language (Dehlin, 2018). Dehlin’s concept of improvisation, therefore, seems closer to describing improvisation as inherently human rather than as a skill that can be learned and practiced professionally.

Improvisation in the Teaching 

Teaching and learning by using available local resource (materials) is one way of promote effective teaching and learning in schools. They are materials that are used in absence of the original materials would have brought (Ahmed, 2018). Ndirangu et al (2017) investigated the effective use of improvised materials designed by science teacher during their teaching practice. This study presented evidence that improvised Teaching Aids designed by science teachers during practice had a great influence in the teaching of science in school. These materials were found to be available and not expensive. The teacher of science should motivate to make their own teaching resource from the local available materials of science.

According to Montuori (2018) taught about ‘the complexity of improvisation and improvisation of complexity” in which he stresses the importance of not reading improvisation as deficiency, but rather as something fundamental to our existence in the world: Improvisation might be said to serve at least a dual role or allowing us to adapt in our own way to complex environments, and to express our own complexity through the performance of our interaction with the world. The concept of improvisation is important in education because it increase the performance of learner when it is use in teaching and learning. Ndikubwayo (2017) said that science should be different subject like history or literature that why the school is should have the laboratories well equipped. These laboratories have everything inside, the teachers not only conduct science experiment but also use improvisation at least once a week and they are highly motivated to do so. When asked how they motivate their future students who will go to primary school to teach and encounter the problem of the lack of laboratory, the answer given was they will come up with making their own locally materials as the curriculum requirements include the use of several and locally made materials Ndikubwayo (2017) believes that the teaching and learning using improvisation is important in increasing finance of school, and performance of learner.

Improvisation means the act of creating something or using something in the absence of the ideal tools. According to Webster’s dictionary (2014) improvisation is to provide, select or make substitute for something not available to use as the basis of free invention. Various authors have defined the concept 'improvisation' in different ways. Ogunbiyi, Okebukola and Fafunwa (2010) Owolabi and Oginni 045 defines it as the act of substituting for the real thing that is not available. Bajah (2011) takes it to be the use of substitute equipment where the real one is not available. Kamoru and Umeano (2016) further define it as the act of using materials obtainable from the local environment or designed by the teacher or with the help of local personnel to enhance instruction. According to Ihiegbulem (2017), it is the act of substituting for the standard equipment or instructional materials not available, with locally made equipment or instructional materials from readily available natural resources. National Teacher Institute in Omachi (2010) defines improvisation as the act of using alternative materials and resources due to lack or insufficient hand teaching ads to facilitate instruction from these opinions, improvisation entails the production of equipment using available local and cheaper resources and the use of such equipment for effective teaching.

Importance of Improvised Teaching Aids in the Development of Learners’
 
Science was regarded as the bedrock on which modern day technological breakthrough was built. Nowadays, countries world over, especially the developing ones like Nigeria, are striving hard to develop technologically and scientifically, since the world was turning scientific and all proper functioning of lives depend greatly on science. According to Ogunleye (2017), science was a dynamic human activity concerned with understanding the workings of our world. This understanding helps man to know more about the universe. Without the applications of science, it would have been difficult for a man to explore the other planets of the universe. Science comprises the basic disciplines such as Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics and Biology. Franzer, Okebukola and Jegede (2016) stressed that a professionally qualified science teacher no matter how well trained would be unable to put his ideas into practice if the school setting lacks the equipment and materials necessary for him or her to translate his competence into reality. Bassey (2015) opined that Science was resource intensive, and in a period of economic recession, it may be very difficult to procure adequate equipments for the teaching of Chemistry in schools.

 
Education has remained a social process in capacity building and maintenance of a society for decades. It was a weapon for acquiring skills, relevant knowledge and habits for surviving in the changing world. National Policy on Education (FRN, 2018) stipulated that Chemistry should be taught in the senior secondary schools from Senior Secondary 1-3(SSI-SS3) classes. A number of factors such as teaching methods, teacher attitude, the influence of parents, gender, age, cognitive style of pupils, career interest, and social implication of Chemistry and achievement among others have been identified as what affect students’ attitude towards Chemistry. With the current increase in scientific knowledge all over the world, much demand was placed and the emphasis was laid on the teacher and learning of basic science. 

Instructional materials used in teaching science help to enrich learning; while the lack of these materials in classrooms makes teaching and learning less interactive. Most secondary schools lack many of the instructional materials for teaching and learning of Chemistry. The inadequacy of these materials has been a serious concern to science teachers in schools (Aina, 2018). In developing countries, there was a high expectation from teachers mostly by the parents, even though there were scarce and limited resources to achieve educational goals (Lingam and Lingam, 2013). However, some teaching aids can be improvised in place of the standardized ones to bring about similar learning result as the standardized teaching aids. Improvisation of teaching aid is an attempt geared towards finding substitute or alternative to conventional science materials. Due to the present state of our nation's economy, teachers, students, school authorities, and communities should engage in improvising teaching aids. Abdullahi, (2015) stated that scientific materials used in teaching enable the students to become actively involved intellectually, perceptually and physically in the learning process. However, for an improvised teaching aid to be valid, the material should provide the desired results expected, improve the lesson effectiveness and reduce to a minimum the risks associated with the usage of the equipment.
 Educational materials in teaching according to Ifedayo, (2015) helps to increase learners motivation, recall earlier learning, and activate learner‘s response give speedy feedback and encourage the appropriate practice. Stephen (2016) suggested that the mastery of Chemistry concepts cannot be fully achieved without the use of learning instructional materials in teaching. The influence of gender on achievement and learning is still a controversial among science researchers. Therefore, more investigation has become necessary. It is important therefore, to determine whether male and female students will benefit equally with the use of improvised teaching aids in the teaching of Chemistry. Hence, the present work seeks the effect of improvised teaching aids of gender in order to make a significant contribution to world concern on gender issues. These views need to be established/confirmed through research; hence the need to determine the impact of improvised teaching aid for teaching separation techniques.

Importance of Improvisation

Oguleye, (2017) posited that improvisation serves the following purposes in the education system:

1. Provision of opportunity for creativity:- Through improvisation the learner can be challenged to develop something which may turn out to be an improvement of what originally intended.

2. Development of skill on the psychomotor domain as the learner practices. Improvisation may be presented as a regular student’ activities. 

3. Demonstration and illustration of principle which may otherwise be difficult to conceptualize. This is capable of aiding understanding and therefore makes for effectiveness in the cognitive domain

4. Provision of alternative to unavailable equipment so that effectiveness may still be attained. This is very important as it provides continuity in the planned activities. If lack of equipment is allowed to disrupt planned science programme, interest in science teaching and learning may be adversely affected

5. Improvisation reduces the money spent on the purchase of equipment in educational institutions;

6. Ensures the realization of lesson objectives;

7. Improvisation helps in solving the problem of lack of equipment in educational institutions;

8.  It gives room for a teacher to demonstrate his creative skills;

9. It gives room for the use of cheap local materials as alternatives to the expensive foreign ones;

10. Improvisation encourages students towards the development of creative abilities;

11. Improvisation provides strengthen enquiry, discovery and investigative method in sciences

12. It provides a frame of reference on which students can key their attention during classroom activities.

13. It enables teacher to think of cheaper, better and faster methods of making teaching learning process easier for students;

14. Improvisation affords students the opportunity of becoming familiar with resources in their environment.

Without a gainsaying, experimental work in sciences always create a lasting picture in the memory of students, and discourage memorization of laws and theories. Concrete experiments help students see how the scientific concepts work in reality, particularly the kinesthetic learners will benefit from performing the experiment themselves Owolabi (2013) suggested that students should be given opportunity to discover and invent things; hence the teachers should allow the students to acquire skills that will make them learn on their own.. It must be noted that learners achieved more when they are allowed to manipulate apparatus rather than mere listen or observe teachers’ idea.

Meaning of Teaching Aids

Teaching aids have been defined by various authors. For example, Obanya (2019) viewed them as didactic materials thing which are supposed to make learning and teaching possible. According to Abdullahi (2012), teaching aids are materials or tools locally made or imported that could made tremendous enhancement of lesson impact if intelligently used. Ikerionwu (Isola, 2010) referred to them as objects or devices, which help the teacher to make a lesson much clearer to the learner. Teaching aids are also described as concrete or physical objects which provide sound, visual or both to the sense organs during teaching (Agina-obu, 2015).

Teaching aids are in various classes, such as audio or aural, visual or audiovisual. Thus, audio teaching aids refer to those devices that make use of the sense of hearing only, like radio, audio tape recording, and television. Visual teaching aids on the other hand, are those devices that appeal to the sense of sight only such as the chalkboard, chart, slide, and filmstrip. An audio-visual instructional material however, is a combination of devices which appeal to the sense of both hearing and seeing such as television, motion picture and the computer. Among the teaching aids the classroom teacher uses, the visuals outnumbered the combination of the audio and audio-visual.

Teaching aids and Academic Achievement

There have been several studies on teaching aids and academic achievement. For instance, Momoh (Isola, 2010), conducted a research on the effects of instructional resources on students’ performance in West Africa School Certificate Examinations (WASCE) in Kwara State. He correlated material resources with academic achievements of students in ten subjects. Data were collected from the subject teachers in relation to the resources employed in the teaching. The achievements of students in WASCE for the past five years were related to the resources available for teaching each of the subjects. He concluded that material resources have a significant effect on student’s achievement in each of the subjects.

In the same manner, Moronfola (2012) carried out a research in Ilorin Local Government Area of Kwara State. She used questionnaires to collect data on the material resources available for the teaching of some selected subjects in ten secondary schools and related these to students’ achievements in each of the selected subjects and to the amount of resources available for the teaching of the subjects.

Finding showed a significant effect of material resources on the students’ academic performance in these subjects. In the same vein, Popoola (2010) investigated the effect of instructional resources on the academic achievements of students in Ogun State. Five secondary schools in Abeokuta were used for this study. Questionnaires were designed to elicit responses on teaching aids that were available for the teaching and learning of each of the three school subjects he examined. He collected WASC examination results for five years and compared achievements of students in schools with adequate material resources and achievements of students in schools with inadequate material resources. He found a significant difference in the achievements of the two sets of students. The schools with adequate teaching aids performed better than those with inadequate teaching aids.

Factors Affecting Improvisation of Teaching aids

Balogun (2012) identified two main constraints militating against the successful improvisation of Science equipment. These are the technical and the human factors respectively. While the technical factors relate to the question of degree of accuracy and precision that is possible with the improvised equipment, the human factor relates to the teachers’ skill in developing the resources while providing the appropriate learning experience to the learners. Also, Maduabunmi (2013) reported lack of adequate professional training as a major problem militating against the effective use of local resources for Science teaching. Oyediran (Isola, 2010) then stressed the need for a definite well planned training programme of improvisation for teachers. He suggested regular meaningful workshop on improvisation technique for Science teachers to improve and up-todate their competence. In addition students should be provided opportunity to tap their creative and imaginative talent in constructing simple pieces of apparatus and science clubs. Action vest into local plants with the primary purpose of extracting useful chemical could be of access to the science and help to conserve our foreign exchange used to produce chemical reagents.

Problems of Improvisation

Improvisation help in forcing students to think critically about the scientific concepts, yet there are many obstacles associated with the use of improvised materials. Balogun (2012) explained the two militating factors of improvisation as technical and human factors. Low degree of accuracy and precision affects some improvised materials are termed as “technical factor”. While the human factors problems are attributed to skillfulness, creativity and competence Accuracy and precision play a prominent role in science experiment, otherwise much error recorded during practical work will render the findings impotent, useless and unacceptable .Owolabi (2019) identified some common errors that can affect the accuracy in science practical results as, Environmental, Instrumental, Personal and Experimental errors.

Technical factors are problems associated with instrumental errors which result from inevitable errors during the manufacturing process. The problem of inconsistency in measurement will result to low level of reliability of the instrument. Iwuzor (2020) posited that the problem is more crucial at the secondary school levels and tertiary institutions where more sensitive experiments and observations are carried out. 
Personal errors can also lead to low degree of accuracy. Scientists referred to this as human factor. These are problems associated with teachers’ professional competency, creative ability and commitment..Once the teachers begin to understand the principle behind improvisation, they can begin to improvise their own tools, though a lot of teachers lack confidence in their ability to design their own experiments (Okebukola, 2018)

Comparative Performance of Students Taught with Improvised Instructional Materials and Those Taught with Conventional Materials  

Hornby (1990) defined achievement as the act of having things done successfully especially with effort and skills. However, student achievement could be viewed from three standpoints: first as the totality of what they have learnt in school, secondly as the end product of a learning environment, and thirdly as the result of teaching and schooling expressed in terms of students’ test scores, examination scores and grade obtained at the terminal stage of any learning (Akubuiro, 2012). According to Umoinyang, Asim, Akwa and Bassey (2004) maximum performances indicate how well an individual performs in an assigned task when adequately motivated. Bloom (2016) clarified students’ performance into three categories: cognitive, affective and psychomotor outcomes. Cognitive outcomes include abilities, aptitude and reasoning skills. Affective outcome includes attitudes, interests, values, self-concept whereas psychomotor outcomes include motor skills. Students’ performance could be determined using several means or instruments. The cognitive ones are determined by using achievement test, aptitude test, intelligence test and verbal test. Effective performances are measured using attitude scales, inventories, checklists and questionnaires, while psychomotor outcomes are basically assessed by observations, schedules and rating scales (Okpala, Onocha and Oyedeji, 1993).

These three measures of students’ performance have been regrouped into cognitive and noncognitive outcomes. For this work, the cognitive outcomes, which are called academic performance, will be examined. The potential determinants of students’ performance could be described as factors, variables or indicators that directly or indirectly affect students’ learning. These factors include: individual students’ viewpoints; family inputs, peer group inputs, teachers’ inputs, school inputs and societal inputs. For this study, teacher’s inputs only (utilization of improvised or conventional instructional materials) will be considered. The teacher remains very indispensable in the teaching – learning process. At best, they facilitate teaching and learning using a variety of instructional materials. Instructional materials are resources whose primary functions are to facilitate the teaching and learning of skills, facts, concepts, principles, values and attitudes. Some of these materials are improvised (teacher-made) while others are conventional (standard). There is a consensus among educational technologists and other stakeholders in education that the use of different types of instructional materials (conventional or improvised) does not only improve the quality of teaching but also make learning meaningful to the students. But opinion differs as to which of the instructional materials (improvised or conventional) enhances a more effective teaching and learning.

There is evidence from the literature to prove that the use of systematically designed local media resources (improvised) can produce significant gains in the teaching-learning processes, compared to the conventional materials (Aniemeka, 1992; Ekpo, 1992). Ekpo (1992:91) also contended that:

Commercially acquired materials are often not quite suitable for our specific audience. They may be too general and broad in treatment of subjects and may make little or no provisions for individual differences in capability or cultural background. Besides the current economic stringency puts a sort of check on what should be denied the learning experiences they could derive through using any of the imported media, rather than this gap must be bridged with locally designed and produced materials.

In the same vein, Obuzor (1986) argued that the use of improvised materials reduces cost and makes available instructional materials using local materials without compromising the learning experiences of the students. Utilization of improvised instructional materials will stimulate educational practitioners in planning, designing and producing materials that will match the curriculum objectives and learning styles of students. Gbamanja (1997:118) puts the idea succinctly thus:

An appropriate educational technology is one best suited to the specific cultural, social, economic and political climate found in the location where the technology is to be utilized.

Ekpo-Eloma (2004) noted that the use of media materials that are among the people, they are familiar with and are amenable to the local situation of learners would have an inestimable positive impact on them. Fuglesang (1982) maintained that besides being time consuming, local and home-made materials are often educationally more effective. And that since they are products of the peoples’ environment it will strike immediate sparks of interest and enthusiasm than the sophisticated ones. Gbamanja (1997) also argued that Nigeria for a long time depended on imported educational technology, which has failed to educate the people adequately and appropriately.

Stressing on the importance of improvised instructional materials over conventional materials and the need to encourage improvisation, Aniemeka (1992:14) advised that

Teachers and students should be encouraged, guided and assisted in making their own teaching and learning resourceful because the objective for which the material is meant for is the makers own and so the users/characteristics are known and considered when developing them. Commercially produced materials though fanciful may not meet the needs of the classroom teachers and those of the learners.

He further emphasized that local technology is appropriate technology, which is likely to bring higher successes than sophisticated technology. Elekwa and Eze (2012: 232-233) outlined the advantages of teacher-made (improvised) instructional materials over commercially produced ones thus:

i. They are custom-made to meet the objectives of the lesson for which it is designed. Conventional materials may have more or even less of what is required. 

ii. They are usually less costly compared to conventional ones. 

iii. . The design and production process adds to the teachers’ professional growth and competence.

iv.  Teachers usually involve students’ in the design and production and this develop students’ production skills and they also learn better.

v.  Teachers teach better with materials produced by them. vi. It makes teachers more resourceful, creative, versatile and less dependent on other people for the solution of their instructional problems.

In a study on teachers’ perception of the effect and use of learning aids in teaching basic and secondary school students in Winneba, Ghana by Adeyanju (2005), teachers were specifically asked to indicate the type of teaching materials they would prefer to use in their lesson. The result showed that six teachers liked to use projectors; 34 preferred non projected materials; 19 liked to use other methods while the rest numbering 21 preferred to use locally-made (self-made charts) and other visual materials. The analysis of the result puts improvised materials as ranking second in the list of materials utilized.

Elekwa and Eze (2012) observed that some teachers develop an aversion to and phobia for the use of improvised instructional materials despite their effectiveness in the instructional process. They further contended that most teachers are unwilling to explore alternative solution to the problem outside the realm of their experience. Despite their usefulness, (improvised) locally produced materials are often criticized due to their peculiar nature. Ogunniyi (1986), identified three of such general criticisms. That these materials have crude finishing, their degree of accuracy is rather low and that unless they were well constructed they may not last. Improvised instructional materials when effectively utilized could promote resource – based learning. In line with this, Aniemeka (1992:19) said:

People may look down upon a centre stocked with local materials because of their crude finishing. But we should not lose sight of the fact that resource-based learning is better propagated if the resources are products of local technology. Local technology is the same thing as appropriate technology. It is cheap and need-serving orientation

Improvisation is likely to bring higher success than the advanced and sophisticated technology that may not be relevant to the school needs. It should be noted that not all instructional materials can be improvised, especially the more sophisticated and complex ones. Teachers should be as resourceful as possible so that the classroom environments are not impoverished or lacking in challenging instructional materials. This would go a long way in enhancing student’s performance. But, unfortunately, inadequate funding to produce instructional materials of their own handicaps most of our classroom teachers. Gbamanja (1987) also advocated for a search for alternative (improvised) media in the instructional process. Akanbi (1991) advanced three reasons in favour of improvisation as:

i. Local production usually brings forth very good, precise and suitable materials which otherwise could not have been available. 

ii. It involves the teachers and the pupils in realistic problem-solving activities which stimulate learning. 

iii. Local production helps the teachers and pupils’ visual literacy as they engage the makers in thinking and communicating through non-verbal means.

Similarly, Ogunmilade (1984) noted the advantages of improvised materials to include: 

i. Materials are tailor-made to fit particular needs or situations. 
ii. The teacher can decide how materials can be produced in an appropriate form to meet the teaching needs, and

iii.  Materials can be made current instead of using obsolete ones.
Summary of Literature Reviewed
As definition of improvisations are materials that are used in absence of the original materials would have brought (Ahmed 2018). This show that use of improvisation in teaching and learning has great impact in performance of learner.
A multiple case study by Burnard (2015) found that children’s concepts about improvisation were influenced by their teachers’ concepts of improvisation. The way a teacher values and perceives improvisation will influence the ways students view improvisatory experiences.

Eventually, student’s teacher should develop their own understanding by using improvised materials during the teaching and learning process. In reference to the importance of using improvisation in science education, when a teacher provides students with the readiness and skills to create and improvise their own materials, science literacy becomes the property of the students themselves, and this should represent the ultimate goal of all science student teachers. Until students have formed personal experiences and understanding of improvisation, their concepts will most likely be based on their teachers’ values.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODS

Introduction:

This Chapter covers Research methodology used in conducting this research work. It discusses the research design, the population of the study, technique used. 

Research Design 


A research design encompasses the method and procedures employed to conduct scientific research (Thomas, 2012). Case study method of research design, was used. This enabled the Researcher to conduct an explanatory investigation on the survey the pre – service science teacher views on improvisation as an alternative to real object in teaching and learning process of social studies in Ilorin West Local Government.

Population 

Shehu  (2015) stated that population refers to the numbers of people, objects or element in which the researcher is interested, a researcher population is a set of all possible cases of interest in a given research activities. 


A research population is generally a large collection of individuals or events that is the main focus of a scientific query i.e. it is for the benefit of the research population that research is done. 


In view of this the population of study will comprise of all the schools in Ilorin West, local government in Kwara state.

Sample and Sampling Technique


Sample can be defined as a proportion or fraction of the population of study which are taken and studied in order to make a representation to the whole of the population of the study (M. Sagagi, 2015). Due to the large size of the population of study, researchers often cannot test every individual in the population because it will be too expensive and time consuming. This is the reason why the researchers rely on taking sample. 


The Sampling Technique used in selecting respondents is Stratified Sampling Method: stratified sampling method is a probability sampling technique where the researcher divides the entire population into different sub-groups or strata. Then randomly selects the final subjects proportionally from the different strata. 


Junior secondary Schools in Ilorin West local Government in Kwara state comprises of private and public schools.  Five (5) secondary schools were selected. The rationale behind using stratified sampling method is to ensure the presence of the key sub-group within the sample selected.  


In collecting relevant data for the Research work, the data were collected and analyzed.
The Data were collected through the administration of Questionnaire to the fifty (50) respondents, who were selected, Ten (10) respondents each from the Five (5) selected of secondary schools.

Research Instrument

The instrument adopted is questionnaire titled the impact of improvisation of instructional materials on the academic performance of social studies students in junior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.

The questionnaire contain two section i.e. A and B. section A consist of respondent personal data such as name of school, sex, educational qualification and years of teaching.


Section B consists of questions items systematically structured to measure the survey the impact of improvisation of instructional materials on the academic performance of social studies students in junior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The respondents are to tick, Strongly Agree, Agree, Strongly Disagree and Disagree

Validity of Instrument

According to Adewumi (2018) a measuring instrument is valid when it measure truly and accurately what it is supposed to measure. Ali (2017) said validity refers to the degree to which a test measure what purport to measures


After the preparation of the instrument, the researcher gave it to experts and finally submitted to supervisor. The instrument was subjected to thorough examination before it was used.

Reliability of the Instrument

This is affirmed that a measuring instrument is said to be reliable if it measures consistently under varying condition and at different time a person’s performance or trait (Osuala, 2012). A person’s performance or trait should be the same or similar if the measurement is taken at different times

Reliability is the degree to which an instrument yields consistent scores when it is administered several times.

To establish the reliability of the instrument, the researcher adopted a test re-test procedure within a period of two weeks and correlated the sets of responses to get the coefficient of 0.80, which is considered reliable. 

Administration of the Instrument

The administration of the questionnaire was done by the researcher herself through personal contact with the respondents. The researcher went to the sampled schools to administer the questionnaire. The instrument was immediately collected for data gathering and analysis.

Data Analysis 


Data collected were analyzed through the use of frequency count, means and simple percentages method and the results of this analysis were used in answering the research questions.

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This section deals with analysis collected from the respondents. The results obtained are parental using item analysis. The analysis of improvisation on the object in teaching and learning process of social studies in Ilorin West Local government area of Kwara state. 

All the data collected for the study will be analyzed using simple percentage method.

Biography Data

Showing Distribution of Respondent by Sex 

	Sex 
	Respondents 
	Percentage

	Male 
	19
	38%

	Female 
	31
	62%

	Total 
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024.

For the table above male respondents were 38% while female respondent was 62%.

Showing Distribution of Respondent by Sex 

Showing the distributor of respondents by working experiments working experiments.

	Working experiment
	Respondents
	Percentages

	1 -10 years 
	14
	28%

	11 -20 years 
	25
	50%

	21 - above  
	11
	22%

	Total 
	50
	100%


Source:  Field Survey, 2024.

From the table above, the respondent of 1—10 years were 14(28%)  and 11 –20 years 25(50%) while 21 years and above falls in the range of  11(22%) respectively. 

Marital Status

	Marriage 
	Respondents 
	Percentages

	Single 
	4
	8%

	Marriage 
	43
	86%

	others  
	3
	6%

	Total 
	50
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Result 
Research Question One: What are the impact of improvisation on the effective teaching and learning social studies?
Table 1: responses obtained from the respondents relating to the impact of improvisation on the effective teaching and learning social studies 
	S/N
	Question 
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD

(%)
	Total
(%)

	1
	Improvisation improved confidence, creativity, camaraderie, leadership skills, and social and emotional skills.
	21    (42%)
	20
(40%)
	2
(4%)
	7
(14%)
	50 100%

	2
	Empathy, body language awareness, personal interaction
	23

(46%)
	24

(48%)
	1

(2%)
	2

(4%)
	50

100%

	3
	Physicalizing learning through improvisation improves student success with material
	23  46%
	22   44% 
	3        6%
	2           4%
	50  100%

	4
	 It helps in maintaining educational content consistency, motivating students, fostering creativity, and developing various skills and values.
	26   52%
	16    32%
	8      16%
	--
	50

100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Form the table above 21(42%) of the respondents strongly agree the statement that improvisation improved confidence, creativity, camaraderie, leadership skills, and social and emotional skills while 20(40%) agreed but 2(4%) and 7(14%) disagreed and strongly disagreed to the statement. 
In response to item 2 above 23(46%) strongly agree 24(48%) agree that empathy, body language awareness, personal interaction while 1(2%) disagree, 2(4%) strongly disagree. that empathy, body language awareness, personal interaction


In response to item 3 above, the respondents of 23(48%) strongly agreed 22(44%) agreed that physicalizing learning through improvisation improves student success with material while 3(6%) disagreed 2(4%) strongly disagreed that Physicalizing learning through improvisation improves student success with material.
Item 4, in the table above posited that improvisation helps in maintaining educational content consistency, motivating students, fostering creativity, and developing various skills and values. From the table above the respondents of 26(52%) strongly agreed, 16(32%) agree, while 8(16%) Disagreed that improvisation helps in maintaining educational content consistency, motivating students, fostering creativity, and developing various skills and values.

Research Question Two: What are the impacts of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students?
Table4: response analysis in response to the impact of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students
	S/N
	Question 
	SA 
	A 
	D 
	SD 
	Total 

	5
	It make learning more interesting, practical, realistic and appealing
	17   (34%)
	28     (56%)
	2      (4%)
	3         (6%)
	50 100%

	6
	It  enhance students' engagement and understanding of complex concepts, improve retention, 
	28   56%
	19     38%
	-
	3       6%
	50 100%

	7
	It increases motivation and performance in the examination.
	17

34%
	19

38%
	9

18%
	5

10%
	50

100%

	8
	It help student to develop skills and concepts and to work in a variety of ways.
	22

44%
	21

42%
	1

2%
	6

12%
	50

100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Form the table above the respondent of 17(34%) strongly agreed, 28 (56%) agreed that improvisation make learning more interesting, practical, realistic and appealing 2(4%) disagree while 3(6%) strongly disagreed that improvisation make learning more interesting, practical, realistic and appealing.

From the table above, the respondents of 28(56%) strongly agree, 19(38%) agree that improvisation  enhance students' engagement and understanding of complex concepts, improve retention, while 3(6%) strongly disagreed that improvisatio  enhance students' engagement and understanding of complex concepts, improve retention, 

From the table above, the respondents of 17(34%) strongly agreed, 19(38%)  agreed that improvisation increases motivation and performance in the examination while 9(18%) disagree, 5(10%) strongly disagree to that statement.
From the above, the respondent of 22(44%) strongly agree, 21(42%) agreed, that improvisation help student to develop skills and concepts and to work in a variety of ways while 1(2%) disagree, 6(12%) strongly disagree that improvised material arouse the student interest and attention during teaching and learning of social studies
Research Question Three: What is the level of improvisation by Social studies teachers in Secondary Schools? 

Table 9: Response analysis in response to the level of improvisation by social studies teachers in secondary school.
	S/N
	Question 
	SA 
	A
	D
	SD
	Total 

	9
	It promotes teachers' efficiency and improves students' performance. 
	25

50%
	22

44%
	2

4%
	1

2%
	50

100%

	10
	It help the teacher and learners avoid overemphasis on recitation and rote learning that can easily dominate a lesson.
	23

46%
	22

44%
	1

2%
	4

8%
	50

100%

	11
	It is use to get the attention of the students and eliminate boredom.
	31

62%
	13

26%
	-

-
	6

12%
	50

100%

	12
	It enhance teacher Self Innovation in Making Instructional Materials
	20

40%
	24

48%
	4

8%
	2

4%
	50

100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the table above, the respondents of 25(50%) strongly agreed, 22(44%) agreed that improvisation promotes teachers' efficiency and improves students' performance. 4% disagreed while 1(2%) strongly disagreed that It promotes teachers' efficiency and improves students' performance. 

In response to item 10 above, the respondents of 23(46%) strongly agreed, 22(44%) agreed, 1(2%)  disagree and 4(8%)  strongly disagree that improvisation help the teacher and learners avoid overemphasis on recitation and rote learning 

From the table above, the respondents of 31(62%) strongly agreed, 13(26%) agreed that improvisation is use to get the attention of the students and eliminate boredom while and 12% strongly disagreed that It is use to get the attention of the students and eliminate boredom.
From the table above, the respondents of 20(40%) strongly agreed, 24(48%) agreed improvisation enhance teacher Self Innovation in Making Instructional Materials while 2(4%) strongly disagreed and 4(8%) disagreed that it enhance teacher Self Innovation in Making Instructional Materials.
Discussion of Result 
The result of research question one indicated that teachers needs training to be able to use local materials to explain concepts to students, only trained teachers can use improvised materials to make learning very clear, flip chart can be used by a trained teacher for improvisation, trained teachers have positive feeling towards improvisation, teachers who are trained can use hand tools for improvisation, teachers needs adequate training to be to use materials around them for improvisation, and teachers training helps them to be effective in employing materials for improvisation are perceived to be extent do teachers requires training to be able to employ improvisation of materials in the teaching of social studies in secondary schools. 

The hypothesis was therefore not rejected but accepted, principals and teachers do not significantly differ in their mean ratings on the extent they require training to be able to employ improvisation of materials in the teaching of social studies in secondary schools. The findings of Odu (2013) revealed that 76.48% of the teachers lacked training about materials that could be improvised; the high ignorance level of 76.48% is disgusting and may be responsible for the teachers not being able to direct students to take part in improvising materials for the workshop. 

He further revealed that most of the teachers do not improvise or utilized improvised materials. Mberekpe (2013) in social studies, who in their separate studies found that students taught with improvised instructional materials performed significantly better than those taught with traditional method. Teachers who are trained to improvise do better in the classroom. The study further revealed that principals and teachers don’t often access improvised materials in the school for teaching, do not have a well-equipped resources unit that can be accessed for the improvisation of teaching materials, no access to resources for improvisation is open for teachers and students, social studies students don’t access improvised materials for a group practical project, school have do not have a resources unit for improvised materials and school don’t support teachers with funds to get materials for improvisation. 

The conclusion is that the mean ratings of principals and teachers do not significantly differ in their mean ratings on the extent of accessibility to resources for improvisation of materials for the teaching and learning of social studies in secondary schools. In consonance to this finding, Ibe (1992) has emphasized that lack of fund; motivation, creativity, time, skills, basic materials and poor salary have hindered the teachers from preparing instructional materials or access improvised materials. Aina (2013).Other factors include time constraint, school location where most secondary schools are located in rural areas, unavailability of experts and sometime inability to access local materials for improvisation of materials. Finally, Shodeinde (2015) pointed out that it is very important for schools to have resource centers where teachers can access locally made instrument to improvise in class.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary 

The aim of the study is to examine the effects of improvised instructional materials on the academic performance of secondary school students in Social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state, Nigeria. This study was carried out with four research objectives, four research questions and four null-hypotheses were formulated. The study adopts the use of descriptive research survey and the total of 50 teachers was sampled out for the study. Data for the study was collected through the pre-test, treatment and post-test using a researcher made instrument (Improvised Social Studies Performance Test- ISSPET), the ISSPET consists of 12 objective test items. Data collected were analyzed statistically through the use of descriptive and inferential statistics. 

Major findings drawn from the study among others revealed a significant difference in the performance of students taught Social studies with the use of improvised instructional materials when compared with those taught Social studies without the use of improvised instructional materials. Also, finding shows a significant difference in the performance of boys and girls taught Social studies using improvised instructional materials.

Conclusion 

The following conclusions can be made based on the findings of the study; 

i. Since the students taught Social studies with the use of improvised instructional materials had a better mean score than those taught without the use of improvised instructional materials, there is need for teachers to be trained to improvise as this will enable them acquire the appropriate techniques and skills necessary for improvisation

ii.  Finding shows a significant difference in the performance of boys and girls taught Social studies using improvised instructional materials. As a result, it can be concluded that the use of instructional material motivate learners to pay more attention in the learning activities so as to comprehend effectively and thereby improve their performance. 

iii. Based on the findings from hypothesis three, it can be concluded that a significant difference exist in the pre-test and post-test mean scores of students taught Social studies without the use of improvised instructional materials. This shows that students‘ performance can get better when taught by a qualified and experienced teacher. 

iv. Finally, it can be concluded that the use of instructional materials in the teaching-learning process is very effective as result revealed a significant difference in the treatment effects for the students taught Social studies using improvised instructional materials.
Recommendations 

The following explicit recommendations can be made based on the findings of the study;

i.  Teachers should be trained and re-trained through workshops, seminars and conferences for the purpose of skill acquisition necessary for the production and use of instructional materials by teachers. 

ii.  The use of instructional materials which will motivate learners to pay more attention in the learning activities in schools should be encouraged. 

iii. In respect to the findings of the study, teachers should be enlightened on the use of appropriate instructional material as this will aid teaching and learning in schools. 

iv. It is also recommended that teachers should be adequately motivated to improvise and use instructional materials. This can be done by improving condition of service for teachers and better remuneration.
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APPENDIX

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	Q1
	What are the impact of improvisation on the effective teaching and learning social studies?

	1
	Improvisation improved confidence, creativity, camaraderie, leadership skills, and social and emotional skills.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Empathy, body language awareness, personal interaction
	
	
	
	

	3
	Physicalizing learning through improvisation improves student success with material
	
	
	
	

	4
	 It helps in maintaining educational content consistency, motivating students, fostering creativity, and developing various skills and values .
	
	
	
	

	Q2
	What are the impacts of instructional material on the student academic performance of social studies students?



	4
	It make learning more interesting, practical, realistic and appealing
	
	
	
	

	5
	It  enhance students' engagement and understanding of complex concepts, improve retention, 
	
	
	
	

	6
	It increase motivation and performance in the examination.
	
	
	
	

	7
	it help student to develop skills and concepts and to work in a variety of ways.
	
	
	
	

	Q3
	What is the level of improvisation by Social studies teachers in junior Secondary Schools? 

	9
	It promotes teachers' efficiency and improves students' performance. 
	
	
	
	

	10
	It helps the teacher and learners avoid overemphasis on recitation and rote learning that can easily dominate a lesson.
	
	
	
	

	11
	It is use to get the attention of the students and eliminate boredom.
	
	
	
	

	12
	It enhance teacher Self Innovation in Making Instructional Materials
	
	
	
	

	Q4
	What are the challenges facing Social Studies teachers in the improvisation for instructional materials in secondary school? 

	13
	Lack of qualified teachers hinders the use of improvised material,
	
	
	
	

	14
	Lack of standard equipment facing the teacher in the improvisation for instructional materials, 
	
	
	
	

	15
	Lack of appropriate instructional materials and lack of incentives from School Administrators hinders effective use of improvisation in teaching and learning process.
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