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ABSTRACT


The study examined the Effects of the language of social media on secondary school school learners of English language in Ilorin west L.G.A. population sample for the study was (2) Two junior secondary and (2) Two senior secondary schools were randomly selected in Ilorin West L.G.A. in each secondary school, 28 students and 2 English language teachers were randomly selected for the study, yielding a total of 120 respondents (students and teachers). Simple percentage and frequency counts were adopted to analyze the data collected. The findings revealed that social media language is slowly destroying the writing of students making tend to transfer social media abbreviations, misspelling and lack of grammar rules into their writing. Students should understand that there is difference between formal and informal writing and that each type of writing has a purpose and an audience the content should address. It is on the basis of this that social media language should not be an option for educational or formal writing. The study therefore recommends among others that students should be encouraged to stick using the standard variety of English in formal writing and also teachers should identify use of abbreviation and acronyms in student's writing and correct the immediately.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study


The advent of the internet in the 1990s led to major developments in the world of communication, hence the introduction of social networking sites (Arquero Y. and Esteban, T. 2013). The coming into being of these sites revolutionized the world of communication and today we celebrate its improvements ranging from education to entertainment. The evolution of the internet has led to its usage as the best medium of communication whereby two-thirds (2/3) of the internet world's population visit social networking sites (SNSs) thus, serving as communication and connection tools. These networking sites are referred to as social media (Boyd and Ellision, 2007).


According to Angelou Maya (2015), social media are interactive digitally-mediated technologies that facilitate the creation or sharing/exchange of information, ideas, career interests and other challenges to the definition of social media arise due to the broad variety of stand-alone and built in social media services currently available in the World Wide Web. There are some common features, social media are interactive Web 2.0 internet-based applications where user generated
content such as text, posts or comments digital photos or videos and data generated through all online interactions in the life blood of social media (Owusu Achew & Agatha Giffy 2015).


Some of the most popular social media websites with over 100 million registered users include Facebook and its associated Facebook Messenger), TikTok, WeChat, Instagram, Qzone, Weibo, Twitter and Linkedin. Depending on to as social media services include YouTube, QQ, Quora, Telegram, WhatsApp, Line Snapchat, Pinterest, Viber, Reddit, Discord, VK, Microsoft Teams and more (Oshairie, 2015).

Social media exploded as a category of online discourse which enables people to create contents, share them, bookmark them and network at a prodigious rate (Jha Narendra & Bhardwarj, 2014). This has breached the gap that existed in communication where people had to rely solely on traditional methods such as letters and phone calls as a mode of getting in touch with friends and relatives. Today, communication is as easy as walking into a neighbour's residence to deliver a piece of information or vice versa through the use of social media. Social media is fast for accessing information.


It is well known that nothing interesting is ever completely one-sided, so it is social media as it comes with both positive and negative effects. There is a correlation between social media usage and the academic performance of students in secondary schools. There have been various views and opinions which recognize four major advantages of social media in higher education. These include: enhancing relationships, improving learning motivation, offering personalized course material and developing collaborative abilities (Davies & Cranston, 2008).


Also, Illaria Liccardi and Sakar et al. (2017) argue that students are socially connected with one another and therefore share their daily learning experiences and conversations on various topics through social media. Kuppuswamy and Shankar (2016) argued that social network websites grab student's attention and then divert it towards non-educational and inappropriate actions including useless chatting.


From classroom observation, social media language is infiltrating student's formal writing exercises and impacting it negatively. Akinjobi Adenike, (2013), this supports Selwyn's (2009) assertion that during classroom interaction with students, one finds that most of the students write using incorrect spelling, grammar and punctuation marks (Bright, 2014). Many use abbreviations profusely, while others have formed the habit of using texts peak. This affects the structure of sentences used as well as their spellings. This in turn does not improve student's vocabulary acquisition (Mazer, Murphy, & Simonds, 2014).

Similarly, report by Will, (2017) states that 73% of teachers in a survey conducted by YouGov on behalf of Dictionary.com think that social media and texting negatively affects student's grammar and spelling skills. The survey also found that students' grammar struggle with grammar, meaning and comprehension and that 75% of the teacher are bothered when students use popular slang or "text speak" in their work while most teachers do not prioritize grammar and spelling when grading students work. Text speak provides an easy and cheap way of communication among the youths (students), most of whom ordinarily must have had difficulties with the not-so-uniform rules of the English Language grammar and spelling (Egbe & Ekpe, 2007). 


A report published in 2010 by Clarion University shows that social media language is mostly informal and allows non-standard orthography and grammatical errors. Furthermore, Ofuokwu (2013) submits that scholars are expressing concern about how social media language is affecting Nigerian students’ usage in formal contexts especially in written essays. Similarly, Ekah (2017) states that the informal language of texting is slowly but steadily encroaching on formal text. Egbe and Ekpe (2017), states that they noticed evidence of spellings associated with text messages in secondary school students’ composition during the marking session of the May/June and Nov/Dec examinations of the West African Examination Council (WAEC) and the National Examination Council (NECO).


According to Richards and Schmidt (2017), the use of language on social media site is characterized by acronyms, emoticons, neologism and vocabulary alteration. Acronym, a feature of language use on social media is an abbreviation formed from the initial letters of different words and pronounced as a whole sentence. Will (2014) states that the use of acronym (abbreviation formed from the initial letters of other words are pronounced as a word) are now common place substitute to whole sentence, e.g lol (Laugh out loud), gd 9t (Good night) and tgif (Thank God it's Friday) etc. Language use on social media is a variety of English Language that is absolutely different from standard English Language of everyday use.

Statement of the Problem


The researcher found out that most of the students are not cautious of their use of grammar on social media since the language of social media is an informal one. They bring in these grammatical errors to their academics which affect them. Chatting has become part of their lives because it is a daily activity. These students give their teachers hard time while marking their scripts because the teacher will not understand their expressions or will not get the messages clearly. Even though the teacher gets it, the student will still be sanctioned because such expressions are not allowed in English language.

The main aim of the researcher is to study the negative impacts of the language of social media on the learning of English language among secondary school students. This research is needed so that it can create a sense of awareness in the students that are not mindful of their use of grammar in their essay writings and formal communications.

The main aim of the researcher is to study the effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language in selected schools of Ilorin West L.G.A.

Purpose of the study

The aim of this study is to examine the effects of the Language of social media on on secondary school learners of English language in selected schools of Ilorin West L.G.A. The specific objectives are:

1.
Examine the level of social media usage on secondary school students in Nigeria

2.
Investigate the digital social media influencing writing and speaking of secondary school learners of English language 

3.
Examine effects of social media language on academic performance of secondary school students in English Language examination.

4.
Determine the ways of improving the performance of secondary schools’ students in English Language examinations

5.
Determine the duration students spend on social media 

6.
Examine the people students are relate with on social media

7.
Examine what students use social media for.

Research Questions

The following research questions are asked to aid in the conduct of the study:
1.
What is the level of social media usage on secondary school students in selected schools in Ilorin West L.G.A?

2.
How are the digital social media influencing writing and speaking of secondary schools’ learners of English Language in selected school in Ilorin West L.G.A?

3.
What are the effects of social media language on academic performance of secondary school students in English Language in selected schools in Ilorin West L.G.A?

4.
What are the ways of improving the performance of secondary school students in English Language in selected school in Ilorin West L.G.A?
Significance of the study


It is expected that the result of this finding will be of great benefits to the students, teachers and government. For instance:


It will enlighten the students on the negative influence that social media language has impacted on their written English.


It will enable teachers of English Language to create awareness among students on the effects of using social media language while doing a formal write up.


It will also help the government to make laws that streamline how words are used on social platform.

Scope of the study


The study concentrates on effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English Language in selected school in Ilorin West L.G.A. there might be limitation in the time available for this study because the researchers will combine the research with academic work. Due to time constraints, very few secondary schools will be visited in the course of the research. To embark on such a study and make a deep comprehensive learning, very huge sum of money will be needed. The study is limited to few secondary schools and attempt will be made to evaluate the extent of the effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language.
Operational Definition of Terms

Social media: is an interactive form of media that allow users to interact with and publish to each other, generally by means of the internet

Effect: is the power to affect, control or manipulate something or someone, the ability to change the development of fluctuating things such as conduct, thoughts or decisions.

Communication: is the concept or state of exchanging data or information between entities.

Technology: is the organization of knowledge for practical purposes.

Language: is a body of words and set of methods of combining them (called a grammar), understood by a community and used as a form of communication.

Secondary School: A secondary school is an institute that provides secondary education. Some secondary schools provide both lower secondary education (age of 12 to 15) and upper secondary education (age of 15 to 18).
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Introduction


This section reviews the literatures that are related to the study. The review is carried out under the following sub headings: 

1.
ICT and Social Media Evolution

2.
Social media language importation to English

3.
Language use on social media
4.
Language of social media and its influence of learners

5.
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed

ICT and Social Media Evolution


Social media is the collection of online communication channels dedicated to community-based input, interaction, content sharing and collaboration. ICT and social media are concepts that have their existence depending on one another. While ICT is a process, social media is a channel through which ICT is carried out and both work together to make sure information and communication is effectively carried out (Abdullahi, 2016).


The advent of ICT has made impact on the quality and quantity of teaching, learning and research in educational institutions. According to Ololube, Ubogu, Egbezor (2017), the introduction to ICT usage, integration and diffusion has initiated a new age in education as an unlimited system whose inculcation could help students in information gathering, organization handling and access to communication in various forms.


Finally, the evolution of ICT and social media has undoubtedly affected teaching and learning in schools, influencing secondary school students in English Language.
Types of Social Media Used by Secondary School Learners


Preston, Phillips, Gospper, McNeil, Woo and Green (2014) found out that nearly most (70%) of the students stated that they learnt in online learning communities such as Twitter chats, Facebook communities, WhatsApp group and Google+ communities just like they do in lectures that are held in the classroom in the presence of other students. Embi (2014) recorded that the most recognized social media in Nigeria are Youtube, Twitter, 2go, WhatsApp, Myspace, Skype, Facebook and so on.

Facebook


Facebook is a social networking website that was launched in February 2004 which is currently privately managed and operated by Facebook. According to Boyd (2013), Facebook was founded by Mark Zuckerberg and others when he was a student at Harvard. Facebook was restricted to Harvard students only when the site was initially launched but later extended to high school students. The site is now globally recognized and used by most people. Facebook is a networking site and online communication tool that allows users to constructs a public or private profile in other to connect and interact with people who are part of their extended social network. 
According to Bello (2014), Facebook is a tool and platform that improves language learning, communication and human interaction. The study of Ajayi (2014) found out that adoption of Facebook had positive effects for the purposes of using it. This facebook could be used as an educational tool as a useful resource for communication during teaching-learning process. Lenhart and Madden (2014) reported that 48%-50% of teenagers are active Facebook users. Okafor (2013) claimed that Facebook usage in the classroom is time consuming for tutors, yet their study concluded that it was useful to communicate frequently with students in order to maintain a high level of interest and activity in the overall learning environment.

Arrington (2015) reported that 85% of students adopted and use Facebook in their universities and colleges. Abdullahi (2016) disclosed in their report that 48%-50% of teenagers were active social networking users. They further opened that Facebook's numerous features such as instant messaging, video, picture of posting and applications download supplement serve the educational function that allowed sharing, proper communication and collaboration between students and faculty. The study Mbodila Ndebele and Muhandji (2014) inferred that use of Facebook had significant contributions to student's collaboration and engagement.

WhatsApp


WhatsApp Is a mobile application used for instant messaging which has majorly replaced the normal phone short messages (SMS) because of its capacity to send and receive large volume of messages and media files unlike the SMS. Historically, Fawzi (2015) disclosed that WhatsApp came into existence in the year 2009 by Brian Acton and Jan Koum. The site has become the most popular social media applications used by mostly the young people for communication. WhatsApp is usually installed from the apple store into smart or Google play store, window or android phones. It can also be accessed directly from web using the window PC or laptop. Once WhatsApp application is installed, users can then create their personal WhatsApp account which will be visible to other WhatsApp users in their phone contact lists upon synchronization. Users can start communication with people in their lists or invite new users to WhatsApp. WhatsApp therefore enables two people to chat and make video or voice call and groups of people to make group chat using internet/Wi-Fi connection or data charges.


Idris (2014) reported that WhatsApp has become highly addictive which has created a great impact on regular users, especially the students. Ebere (2013) investigated the use of WhatsApp in a south African University his study stated that the student gave the positive feedback and claimed that it was an easier way to communicate with their teachers and the rest of the class. Another study conducted by Amry (2014) revealed the effectiveness of WhatsApp social networking in comparison with face-face learning in the classroom.


Researches have made it clear that WhatsApp has become an important aspect of students which has become a shared platform that enhances accessibility, encourages, cooperation and intensifies motivation to take an active part in academic assignments Ebere (2013). Etim (2016) conducted and investigation of WhatsApp utilization and academic performance of Geography students in Uyo Akwa Ibomstu state. Their study revealed that there was a significant influence of WhatsApp module utilization on geography students, academic performance. In the same vein, Mohammed (2016) carried out a study on perception of Mohammed WhatsApp utilization as learning material in English language classroom. Their study indicated that WhatsApp utilization was crucial because it enhances, proficiency in the use of English language and also helping the students to learn the language more. 
Twitter


Twitter regarded as social network site that was established by jack Dorsey in 2006 (Aliu, 2013), twitter gained popularity because it offered more different option such as micro blogging and mostly use by some celebrities (kayode, 2010). Twitter is considered an information network that connects users with topic and discussions that are important and meaningful to them. Each user can post informational tweets, that consist of 140 characters in length or less using a computer or mobile device connected to the internet and twitter net work. Other twitter users can follow the tweets of other to say up-to-date on the information that displays detailed information on specific tweets when desired by a twitter user. In addition to short message, users can share videos, web links, photos and other media content. Twitter users who prefer to protect their tweets from public viewing usually make their tweets exclusively available to those users to those to which the   have explicitly given access twitter platform is use to connect with friend, family, and acquaintances on an informal user which included education sectors.



Peter (2014) observed that research opportunities on the use of twitter for education purposes are still emerging. According to Davis (2013), twitter platform provided teacher with the means to connect with other teachers around the word which can assist them to develop their globally accepted teaching-learning method. He further opined that Twitter has the potential to essentially transform the current face of today educational system according and improving the way that teachers instruct their students. It means that use of twitter by teachers enhance their teaching professional which would invariably affect their ability during teaching-learning process.
YouTube


YouTube is platform that is majorly based on sharing of video which is customized uploaded by the users (Jimoh, 2013). Usually, the platform allows the users to keep track and manage a record of users that view the videos. Historically, YouTube was founded by Steve Chen, Jawed Karim and Chad hurley in February 2005 (Graham, 2013). YouTube provides a forum for people to inform connect and inspired others across the globe and acts as a major distribution platform for original content creators for viewer to see YouTube is a modern mass medium commonly used in this new digital age.


Cheng, Liu & Dale (2013) considered videos on the channel as entertainment based, meanwhile some researchers categorize the platform as broadly based with potentials for educational and life-long learning. Kay (2014) gave a broad review of research on video podcasts to provide a framework for an educational approach to the new media. Duncan, Yarwood-Ross & Haigh (2013) explained the importance and relevance of video sharing sites and argued that YouTube videos were valuable to practical, education and research. Duffy (2008) opined YouTube could also be useful in the educational process by creating a learning community where everyone has a voice and practically understand the purpose of the video. By implementing YouTube into the educational process, teachers are providing students with learning environment in which they can thrive through having access to practical and reality of the subject content.


To this end, researches reviewed shown that social media platforms are very significant, useful and contributed to the improvement of academic performance of students in secondary schools. However, Adams (2015) investigated the participation of Ghana High Schools students in social media network on their academic performances. Their study revealed that social media network participation negatively affected the student's academic performance.

Social media and its Effect on Learners

The world has become a global village through internet accessibility. That is why different people connect to each other within and outside of each country. These strengths the communication ability and also improves accessibility to needed information timely. Today social media has been accepted as modern platform where people connect to create a share ideas, picture, video and information. Boyd and Ellision (2014) regarded social network sites as public web-based services that enable users to develop a personal profile, read and react to postings made by other users on the site, identify whom they have a connection and receive and send messages either publicly or privately. This definition made it clear that individuals may choose to send private messages, write on other user's walls, organize social activities and keep informed about other user's daily activities. Yunus et al. (2013). regarded social media as a way of connection among people in which they share, create, exchange ideas and information in virtual communities and network.


Today social media has been accepted by higher institution making it a platform where students connect with their instructors, fellow students and other higher authorities across the board. Lu and Churchill (2014) stated that the teacher plays a principal role in guiding students in online teaching. Their study showed that the social interaction that helps students share and construct knowledge that are achievable through the pertinent role of the tutor/teacher.


A decrease in the frequency of interactive messages in online communities could be triggered when the online tutor or teacher is not present with the group in the online community. Tennyson (2015) disclosed that in the 1990s, the integration of the media artifact by the tutor or teacher in an e-learning system which was the technological factor that improved online social interaction among group members in learning communities and its analysis became an important domain of research (Wallace-Spurgin, 2019).
Social Media Language Importation to English Language


Various studies have dealt with social media availability and the new horizons they have created, especially for the youth (Lin et al. 2016) out of theses media, YouTube and Flickr are used to share visual materials, Facebook and LinkedIn provide social networking.


Wikipedia specializes in the development of collaborative knowledge and Twitter in microblogging (Balakrishnan & Lay 2016). For Lin et al. (2016), social media, such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube not only give users the possibilities to generate information but also to share it with other users around the globe in view of their proliferation and the possibilities they provide researchers have called for the use of social media in the field of education (Everson et al. 2013), Bello (2016) report that Facebook and YouTube have been used "within and outside classroom for teaching purposes, such as to upload educational videos or learning materials for students" such action has been taken due to the popularity of these media among students who use them to complement and thus enhance their classroom learning due to their case and sped of communication. 


Consequently, it can be argued that users’ attitudes depend on medium functionally and student environment. Attitude is, in turn, determined by users/students learning style. By environment, we mean the opportunities the students have to communicate in English as a second language, which will partly determine their recourse to social media to fulfill their communicative needs within a meaningful setting. As it has been investigated by Yunusa (2014), students who have limited time for real English communication can be encouraged use to the internet to upgrade their English Language communicative skills. As to student's learning styles, as it argued here, they partly determine the degree and manner in which those students use social media.


Bello et al. (2015), explore the effect of these styles on their intentions to use social media for learning. More particularly, the researchers studied the courses behind students intentions to use social media for learning, as this phenomenon has been gaining ground among university students.


Balogun (2016), underline the importance of teacher's awareness of their student's learning styles and their effect on social media usage. The researchers base their view on the Social Learning Theory (SLT), which posits that learning is most effective when learners are allowed to observe and interact with other learners, as well as form or participate in small study groups compared to the lecture's teaching styles. (Bandura 2002 & Gong et al. 2014). They argue that "this theory has become popular with the widespread use of social media and mobile technology" (Balakrishna & Lay 2015).


Students with a participatory learning style might favour facebook and YouTube as learning tools as they permit them to acquire information from their peers anywhere and virtually instantaneously. As such, these media can be quite appealing for such a category students. Independent learners, too, can benefit from social media, as these students tend to rely on themselves in retrieving information when they can access it, either through Facebook or YouTube (Balakrishna & Lay 2015).


According to (Umrani-Khan and Iyer 2014) learners tend to prefer independent study, self-paced work, or special projects based on their interests. Besides, the practically and omnipresence of social media can give them the possibility to decide about their study schedules. As collaborative students are generally extroverts, they are not concerned about anonymity. Hence, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube can facilitate their collaboration and information exchange by providing platform for their discussions. Therefore, such sites can be successfully exploited to enhance collaborative learning.

Language use on social media

The use of language on social media site is characterized by acronyms, emoticons, neologism and vocabulary alteration. Acronym, a feature of language use on social media is an abbreviation formed from the initial letters of different words and pronounced as a whole sentence (Youssef 2015). Will (2014) states that the use of acronyms (abbreviation formed from the initial letters of different words and pronounced as a word) are now common place substitute to whole sentence, e.g lol (Laugh out loud), gd 9t (Good night) and tgif (Thank God it's Friday) etc.


Language use on social media is a variety of English Language that is absolutely different from standard English language of everyday use. While Standard English is subject to grammatical rules and concord, language use on social media is not fashioned to abide by any grammatical rules or concord. Instead, it is open to all as just any one can put up any word for use as far as he or she makes meaning in his or her recipient. However, language use on social media is posing a lot of threat to Standard English language usage as students now take the writing Standard English with levity (Gladys 2015).
Language of Social Media and Its Influence on Learners  


Social media is the fattest growing web application in the 21st century. The applications include Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 2go, WhatsApp and many others. This phenomenon is made usable by means of the internet and the information and communication technology (ICT) as well as the advent of smart phones. Social media networks can be used to connect people, make friends, socialize and find information and data for academic purpose.


There are many social media platforms, some readily available ones in Nigeria include Facebook Twitter, Instagram, 2go, WhatsApp and many others, Activities on social media are socializing,getting information, discussing assignments and projects, debates, chats, collaborating and networking. According to Freeman (2016), social media can be useful tool for educational activities when approached in the right way.


Similarly, Bright (2014) submits that social media are resources centres for teaching of English language. Akinjobi (2013) is also of the opinion that social network sites should be explored as supplements to classroom activities while Yunus (2012) opine that Facebook page enables proficiency in student's use of English. In a related manner, Fatimayin (2015) asserts that social media phones for sending messages and accessing social media may and may not result in students’ lower academic performance. However, from classroom observation, social media language is infiltrating students formal writing exercises and impacting it negatively. This as identity politics of being a student rather than enhancing students’ engagement with formal studies.


Similarly, a report by Will (2017) state that 73% of teachers in a survey conducted by YouGov on behalf of Dictionary.com, think that social media and texting negatively affect their students grammar and spelling skills. The survey also found that students often struggle with grammar, meaning and comprehension and that 75% of the teachers are bothered when students use popular slang or "text speak" in their work while most teachers do not prioritize grammar and spelling when grading students work.


Text speak provides an easy and cheap way of communication among the youths (students), most of whom ordinarily must have had difficulties with the not-so-uniform rules of the English language grammar and spelling (Egbe and Ekpe 20013). A report published in 2010 by Clarion University shows that social media language is mostly informal and allows non-standard orthography and grammatical errors. Furthermore, Ofuokwu (2014) submit that scholars are expressing concern about how social media language is affecting Nigerian students’ usage in formal contexts especially in written essays.


Similarly, Ekah (2017) states that the informal language of texting is slowly "but steadily encroaching on formal texts" Egbe and Ekpe (2017) state that they noticed evidence of spellings associated with text messages in secondary school students’ composition during the marking sessions of the May/June and Nov/Dec examinations of the West African Examination Council (WAEC) and the National Examination Council (NECO). They further outlined the techniques employed in writing messages and the extension, social media messages. These include:

i.
The use of pidgin forms: dem, una de, waka= them. How are u all? Go.

ii.
Deletion of last letter: wl. Stil, hav, lov= will, have, love

iii.
Spelling in numerals: 2, 4, 4rm, 4get, in2, gr8 = to, for, from, forget, into, great

iv.
Single letter spelling: u, c, n,b, r, d= you, see, and, be, are, the

v.
Consonant cluster: gdnt, ppl, dt, bt, urs= good night, people, that, but yours

vi.
Use of phenomic: evri. Oda. Tot. tnx, sori, bin, beta = every, other, thought, thanks, sorry, been, better. (Egbe & Ekpe, 2017)

Appraisal of Literature Reviewed


Social media is the collection of online communication channels dedicated to community-based input, interaction, content sharing and collaboration. ICT and social concepts that have their existence depending on one another. ICT is carried out and both work together to make sure information and communication is effectively carried out (Abdullahi, 2016).


Wikipedia specialize in the development of collaborative knowledge and Twitter in microblogging (Balakrihna & Lay 2016). For (Lin et al, 2016), social media, such as Facebook Twitter and YouTube not only give users the possibility to generate information but also to share it with other users around the globe. In view of their proliferation and possibilities they provide researchers have called for the use of social media in the field of education (Everson et al. 2013 & Greenhow).

The use of language on social media site is characterized by acronym, emoticons, neologism and vocabulary alteration. Acronym, a feature of language use on social media is an abbreviation formed from the initial letters of different words and pronounced as a whole sentence (Youssef 2015). 

(Will, 2014) states that the use of acronyms (abbreviation formed from the initial letters of different words and pronounced as a word)  are now common place substitute to whole sentence, e.g lol (Laugh out loud), gd 9t (Good night) and tgif (Thank God it's Friday) etc.


For Paul Gelish, (2014) the use of mobile phones for sending short messages and accessing social media may not result in students’ lower academic performance. However, from classroom observation, social media is infiltrating students formal writing exercises and impacting it negatively. This supports Selwyns (2015) assertion that Facebook use must be seen as identity politics of being a student rather than enhancing students’ engagement with formal studies.


Similarly, Ekah (2017) states that the informal language of texting is slowly "but steadily encroaching on formal texts" Egbe and Ekpe (2017) state that they noticed evidence of spellings associated with text messages in secondary school students’ composition during the marking sessions of the May/June and Nov/Dec examinations of the West African Examination Council (WAEC) and the National Examination Council (NECO).

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Introductions

This chapter describes the methods and procedures that are used in the study under the following sub-headings: -
Research Design

Population

Sample and Sampling Techniques

Research Instrument

Validity of the Instrument

Reliability of the instrument 

Administration of the instrument 

Data Analysis Techniques 

Research Design


The research design used for this study is a descriptive survey method. According to Adegboye (2001), descriptive survey method is basic for all types of research in assessing the situation as a pre-requisite to inference and generalization. In this study, attempt was made to examine the effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English Language in Ilorin West L.G.A.
Population

The population of the study comprises all secondary in Ilorin West L.G.A where English language is taught. It was from this population that a representative was selected.
Sample and Sampling Techniques


The sample size for the study comprises two (2) junior secondary schools and two (2) senior secondary school were randomly selected in Ilorin West L.G.A. in each secondary schools, 28 students and 2 English language teachers will be randomly selected for the study, yielding a total of 120 respondents (students and teachers) that will be used for the study.

Research Instrument


In order to explore the effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A, data will be collected using structured questionnaire. The questionnaire attempted to answer the research questions developed by the study. The questionnaire tagged ELSMSSLEL (Effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language Questionnaire) contained two sections. Section A to elicit the respondent's information and section B to elicit information on the research topic "Effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A".


ECAPBSSSS was in four likers of scale of strongly Agree (SA)=4, Agree (A)=3 Disagree =2, strongly disagree (SD)=1. Each section of the instrument would have instruction on the response format to follow.
Validity of the Instrument


Validity of instrument is defined as whether the data is plausible, credible and reliable and can be defended when challenged. This principle when designing the interview guide and observation through the pre-testing for the purpose of validity of instrument, a draft copy was given to the supervisor and experts in the field of English language for the face and content validity. A final copy was printed after the supervisor and expert's advice and input.

Reliability of the Instrument


The reliability was determined by using test re-test method. The instrument was used on twenty respondents outside the population and after ten days, the same instrument was used on the respondents, the two results were correlating using Pearson Moment Correlation Coefficient and the result was around 0.65. this in turn makes instrument reliable.

Administration of the Instrument


The researcher paid a personal visit to each of the sample’s schools in Ilorin West L.G.A to administer the instrument. After a few days, he went back to the schools to retrieve the instrument. She had to pay several visits to some of the schools before finally successfully retrieving all the copies.


The questionnaire was personally administered and collected by the researchers. This was done during the school hours.
Data Analysis Techniques


The data collected would be analyzed and the result would be presented using the frequency count and percentage. A Four-point liker scale items was developed using a decision rule which consists of the element: SA – strongly agree, A –agree, D – disagree, SD – strongly disagree
CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION


This chapter presents the results of analysis from the data collected on impact of text messages and slang (TMS) on the academic performance of students in Queen Elizabeth junior and Secondary School and Brilliant Child Junior and Secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Answering of Research Questions

Research Question One: What is the level of social media use on secondary school student in Ilorin West L.G.A

Table 1:- Summary of the level of social media usage on secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	LEVEL OF SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE
	
	
	
	

	1.
	English student spent hours on social media
	60%
	0%
	0%
	40%

	2.
	English student spend all days in social media
	83%
	0%
	0%
	17%

	3.
	Most English students uses WhatsApp
	75%
	0%
	0%
	25%

	4.
	English students use social media to communicate with friends 
	90%
	0%
	0%
	10%


Source (field survey, 2024)
Table 1 shows that 60% of the respondents strongly agreed that they spend hours on social media, while 40% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a significant portion of the respondents are engaged in spending extended time on social media.
Table 2 shows that 83% of the respondents strongly agreed that they spend all day on social media, while 17% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that the majority of the respondents are heavily using social media throughout the day.

Table 3 shows that 75% of the respondents strongly agreed that they mostly use WhatsApp, while 25% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that WhatsApp is a highly favored platform among the respondents.

Table 4 shows that 90% of the respondents strongly agreed that they use social media to communicate with friends, while 10% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that social media is a primary means of communication with friends for the majority of the respondents.
Research Question Two: how are the digital social media influencing writing and speaking of secondary school learners of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A?

Table 2: Summary on the digital social media influencing writing and speaking of secondary school learners of English Language in Ilorin West L.G.A
	
	FACTOR INFLUENCING WRITING AND SPEAKING OF SECONDARY STUDENTS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	6.
	Use of social media has really affected English Vocabulary 
	80%
	0%
	0%
	20%

	7.
	Social media has change English student grammar in written English
	55%
	0%
	0%
	45%

	8.
	English students are fond of using informal language or slang from social media in their school essays or assignments
	60%
	0%
	0%
	40%

	9.
	Social media has really influenced the skills of speaking English
	83%
	0%
	0%
	17%

	10.
	Teachers always comment on changes in writing or speaking style that they believe are influenced by social media
	70%
	0%
	0%
	30%


   Source (field survey, 2024)

Table 6 shows that 80% of the respondents strongly agreed that the use of social media has really affected English vocabulary, while 20% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a significant portion of the respondents believe that social media usage has had a notable impact on English vocabulary.

Table 7 shows that 55% of the respondents strongly agreed that social media has changed English students' grammar in written English, while 45% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that over half of the respondents think that social media influences grammar in written English.

Table 8 shows that 60% of the respondents strongly agreed that English students are fond of using informal language or slang from social media in their school essays or assignments, while 40% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that many students incorporate informal language or slang from social media into their academic work.

Table 9 shows that 83% of the respondents strongly agreed that social media has really influenced the skills of speaking English, while 17% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that the majority of the respondents believe that social media significantly influences English speaking skills.
Table 10 shows that 70% of the respondents strongly agreed that teachers always comment on changes in writing or speaking style that they believe are influenced by social media, while 30% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a substantial portion of teachers notice and comment on the influence of social media on students' writing and speaking styles.
Research Questions Three: What are the ways of improving the performance of secondary school students in English Language in Ilorin West L.G.A

Table 3: Summary on the ways of improving performance of secondary school students in English Language
	
	EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	11.
	Social media language improves student grades
	75%
	0%
	0%
	25%

	12.
	There is a correlation between your study habits and the time spent on social media
	65%
	0%
	0%
	35%


Source (field survey, 2024)

Table 11 shows that 75% of the respondents strongly agreed that social media language improves student grades, while 25% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a significant portion of the respondents believe that using language from social media has a positive impact on student grades.
Table 12 shows that 65% of the respondents strongly agreed that there is a correlation between their study habits and the time spent on social media, while 35% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a majority of the respondents perceive a relationship between their study habits and the amount of time they spend on social media.
Research Questions Four: What are the ways of improving the performance of secondary school students in English Language in Ilorin West L.G.A

Table 4: Summary on the ways of improving performance of secondary school students in English Language
	
	WAYS OF IMPROVING THE PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT
	SA 
	A
	SD
	D

	13.
	Making students aware that any word spelt wrongly will not attract any mark
	65%
	0%
	0%
	35%

	14.
	Marking of secondary school English Language note book by subject teacher
	70%
	0%
	0%
	30%

	15.
	Notes on English language should be dictated as this will expose the effect of social media student
	55%
	0%
	0%
	45%


Source (field survey, 2024)

Table 13 shows that 65% of the respondents strongly agreed that making students aware that any word spelled incorrectly will not earn any marks, while 35% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that a significant portion of the respondents believe that emphasizing correct spelling is important for students' performance.
Table 14 shows that 70% of the respondents strongly agreed that the marking of secondary school English Language notebooks by subject teachers is beneficial, while 30% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that the majority of the respondents see value in subject teachers marking students' English Language notebooks.

Table 15 shows that 55% of the respondents strongly agreed that notes on English Language should be dictated to expose the effects of social media on students, while 45% disagreed. None of the respondents agreed or strongly disagreed. This implies that over half of the respondents believe that dictation of notes could help reveal the influence of social media on students' language skills.
Discussion of the Findings 


The data collected in this study highlights several significant insights into the impact of social media on the English language skills of students. The findings reveal both positive and negative influences, as perceived by the respondents. The majority of respondents (80%) strongly agreed that social media has affected English vocabulary, suggesting that frequent exposure to informal language and slang on these platforms might alter students' word choices. 55% of respondents believe that social media has changed students' grammar in written English. This indicates a potential shift towards more informal and possibly less accurate grammar usage, influenced by the casual nature of communication on social media.

A significant portion of respondents (60%) strongly agreed that English students are prone to using informal language or slang from social media in their school essays or assignments. This trend may lead to a deviation from standard academic language norms, which could impact the clarity and formality expected in academic writing. A notable 83% of respondents strongly agreed that social media has influenced the skills of speaking English. This finding suggests that students might adopt colloquial expressions, acronyms, and other informal elements from social media into their spoken language, potentially affecting their ability to communicate effectively in formal or academic settings.

The data indicates that 70% of respondents strongly agreed that teachers frequently comment on changes in students' writing or speaking styles, attributing these changes to the influence of social media. This observation highlights educators' awareness of the impact social media has on students' language use and suggests a need for interventions to address these changes. Interestingly, 75% of respondents strongly agreed that social media language improves student grades. This perception could be due to the enhanced engagement and creativity students experience on social media platforms, potentially translating into their academic work. However, this positive outlook needs to be balanced with the understanding that such language may not always align with standard academic expectations.

A majority of respondents (65%) strongly agreed that there is a correlation between their study habits and the time spent on social media. This finding suggests that excessive time on social media may negatively impact students' study routines and overall academic performance. The data shows that 65% of respondents strongly agreed on the importance of making students aware that incorrect spelling will not attract any marks, emphasizing the need for accuracy in written communication. Moreover, 70% strongly agreed on the value of subject teachers marking English Language notebooks, reinforcing the role of formal assessments in maintaining academic standards.

Over half of the respondents (55%) strongly agreed that dictation of English Language notes could expose the effects of social media on students. This method could help highlight areas where students might struggle due to the informal language habits picked up from social media, allowing teachers to address these issues more directly. The findings underscore the pervasive influence of social media on students' English language skills, affecting vocabulary, grammar, and both written and spoken communication. While some perceive benefits in terms of creativity and engagement, there is a clear concern about the potential erosion of formal language skills. This calls for a balanced approach, where the benefits of social media engagement are harnessed while ensuring that students also develop strong, formal language skills essential for academic and professional success.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS


This chapter presented summary, conclusion and the recommendations based on the findings and the conclusion drawn from the data analysis.
Summary


This study examines the effects of the language of the social media on secondary school learners of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A. Random sampling techniques was used for the study, two (2) junior secondary schools were randomly selected in Ilorin West L.G.A and (2) senior secondary school. in each secondary school, 28 students and 2 English Language teachers were randomly selected for the study, yielding a total of 120 respondents (students and teachers) were used to carry out the Questionnaire tagged “Effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English Language” was used to obtain necessary data. Three research questions were raised, frequency count and simple percentage were used to analyse the data obtained.


The findings of this study revealed that:

The level of social media usage on secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A is high.

The digital social media influencing writing and speaking of secondary school learners of English Language in Ilorin West L.G.A.

There are ways of improving the performance of secondary school students in English language in Ilorin West L.G.A
Conclusion 


Social media language is slowly destroying the writing of students making them writes without care for grammatical and spelling rules. Some students tend to transfer social media abbreviations, misspellings and lack of grammatical rules into their wring. Students understand that there is difference between formal and informal writing and that each type of writing has a purpose and an audience the content should address. It is on the basis of this that social media language should not be allowed for educational or formal writing.

Implication of the Study


The enormity at which secondary school students use language of social media in Ilorin West L.G.A calls for serious concern. This is the reason why scholars have not ceased to turn their research beam light on the subject matter. A number of scientific and clinical remediation has therefore been proffered in this respect.


Parent exert some level of influence on their ward/children in school, the level of association between teacher’s interference and academic performance of students in secondary school require proper attention to enhance and improve on the current situation of mass failure among secondary school students.


There is need for thorough research finding related to effects of language of social media on secondary school learners of English language most especially in reference to other researchers in similar research work to bring about positive generalization of the whole situation in Ilorin West L.G.A and the state in general.

Limitation of the Study     


Apart from the time and financial constrains the research work has limited to eight secondary schools in Ilorin West L.G.A, Kwara State and not all the secondary schools were involved. Also, the researchers face some challenges while organizing data for this research work due to the level of co-operation between the researchers and the respondents.
Recommendation 

It is therefore recommended that:

i.
Students should be encouraged to stick to using the standard variety of English in formal writing.     

ii.
Teachers should identify use of abbreviation and acronyms in student’s writing and correct them immediately.

iii.
Teachers should also give students a lot of practice and drills in spelling, use of grammar and punctuations. 

iv.
Students should strive for good writing devoid of use of abbreviation acronyms, unstandardized neologism in their written assignment.

v.
Students should be taught grammar rules as they pertain to the writing skill. Once the students know the rules and regulations of grammar properly, it becomes easier to discriminate between what is formal and informal.
Suggestions for Further Studies


The study investigated effects of the language of social media on secondary 

school learners of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A. However, further studies can be carried out on the following areas.

1.
An investigation into the effects of the language of social media on secondary school teachers of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A.

2.
An investigation into the effects of the language of social media on secondary school learner’s behavior of English language in Ilorin West L.G.A

3.
The scope of the study should be spread to others local government area of Kwara State.  
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APPENDIX I

KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
P.M.B 1527

EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON SECONDARY SCHOOL LEARNERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN ILORIN WEST L.G.A

Dear respondents, 


This questionnaire titled “effects of the language of social media on secondary school learners of English language in Ilorin west L.G.A“ is designed solemnly for research purpose. Your opinion and suggestion are hereby needed and will treat with utmost confidentiality. 

The questions are designed to obtain information in this direction. Your contribution shall be very helpful to the successful of this project and used purely for academic purpose.

Thanks for your positive response. 

SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION

Gender:  Male (    ), Female   (    ) 

Class: SS I (    ), SS II (    ), SS III (   ) 

Religion: Christian (     )  Muslim (     ) 

SECTION B: QUESTIONNAIRE ITEM

Please kindly tick (√) the most suitable for your response on the questionnaire below: 

KEY: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (    )

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	LEVEL OF SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE
	
	
	
	

	1.
	English student spent hours on social media
	
	
	
	

	2.
	English student spend all days in social media
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Most English students uses WhatsApp
	
	
	
	

	4.
	English students use social media to communicate with friends 
	
	
	
	

	
	FACTOR INFLUENCING WRITING AND SPEAKING OF SECONDARY STUDENTS
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Use of social media has really affected English Vocabulary 
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Social media has change English student grammar in written English
	
	
	
	

	8.
	English students are fond of using informal language or slang from social media in their school essays or assignments
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Social media has really influenced the skills of speaking English
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Teachers always comment on changes in writing or speaking style that they believe are influenced by social media
	
	
	
	

	
	EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Social media language improves student grades
	
	
	
	

	12.
	There is a correlation between your study habits and the time spent on social media
	
	
	
	

	
	WAYS OF IMPROVING THE PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENT
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Making students aware that any word spelt wrongly will not attract any mark
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Marking of secondary school English Language note book by subject teacher
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Notes on English language should be dictated as this will expose the effect of social media student
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