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ABSTRACT

The study examined the problems and prospect of studying social studies in colleges of education in Kwara state simple random sampling tectini1ques were used to select fifty respondents that supplied information on the questionnaire simple percentage method was adopted to score the information obtained from the questionnaire distributed three research questions were raised for the study. The study show that social studies face series of challenges ranging from the student attitude towards study social studies. It is therefore recommended government should embark on massive construction of class room and facilities like library conducive learn environment to cater for the challenges facing the study of social studies in Kwara state college of education. The lecturer must be adequately motivated in term of payment of salaries and allowances as at when due to enable them discharge their duties energetically.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study

For any country to achieve meaningful development, the socio-economic and political system must be enhanced. This is why the successive Nigerian governments placed much emphasis on the development of the individual as a means to national development. Education stems out to be the sure means of developing individual’s potentials. Little wonder, therefore, that the National Policy on Education (2004) postulates that education is “the greatest investment that the nation can make for the quick development of its economic, political, sociological and human resources. Among the various educational institutions through which the nation hopes to achieve its developmental goals, the Colleges of Education, were identified as higher institutions of learning in which social studies is being study, however, the prospect of studying social studies in Kwara state particularly and in Nigeria generally will have direct impact on development of country in its every aspect, however this discipline has subject to some obstacles in Nigeria despite its prospect revolution in the country.

Though, social studies has been introduced to teachers’ college in former western region of Nigeria in 1950s but this was short lived because there were no school in which the subject could be taught but it was re-introduced in 1963, in order to enable learners to learn about themselves in particular and society or state in general. Thus, social studies, with its integrated approach to learning is seen as being capable of cutting across artificial subject division and presenting knowledge as an integrated whole in view of the fact that social studies in this country in general context deals with an interplay of various factors namely as thus; political, economical, cultural and technological influence. Hence, the learners develop an integrated view of reality that enables him or her to make well thought out and rational suggestions geared towards national development.

However, Social Studies was introduced in the Nigerian School Curriculum as part of the instrument for achieving national development (National Policy on Education (NPE) 2004). This was what informed its designation as part of the core curriculum at different levels of education in Nigeria. Such as Social Studies curriculum development agencies such as the Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) and experts further identified and disseminated the curriculum goals or purposes of the subject in the school curriculum. These include citizenship education, reflective inquiry and social science education, (Barth-shermis, 1977; Barth-Norris, 1976; Dubey and Barth, 1980; Olawepo, 1984) among others. These broadly stated goals must be dare to, and recognized as important as well as attainable by teachers and other participants connected with the Curriculum if the intentions or purposes must be realized and the investment of effort is to be considered worthwhile (Feather, 1982; Meece, Blumenfeld, & Hoyle, 1988). These intentions or purposes are prima facie stated with clarity, but their perception or conceptualization by teachers and scholars is still in doubt as Onyabe (1980) observed that the philosophy, content and methodology of social studies has remained vague to both scholars and teachers. The incidence of conflicting conceptions of social studies curriculum is a cause for concern for three major reasons. First, the anchor or strategic position of purposes or intentions in the curriculum development process (Pratt, 1994) as illustrated in Tyler (1949) (Linear) and Wheeler (1980) (cyclic) curriculum models, among others.

Secondly, curriculum goals or purposes are indispensable elements in instructions as far as effective implementation of an already developed curriculum is concerned. Thirdly, the correct conception, investment of efforts and ultimate realization of the purposes of the curriculum will facilitate the realization of the overall aims of the Nigerian educational enterprise.

Statement of the Problem

Presently, students’ interest on studying social studies in particular and less preference on studying in college of education and the academic achievement in social studies are declining. Lemchi (2001) noted that some students are losing interest in the subject.

Attitudes associated with Social Studies appear to affect students’ performance in the subject. Also, many Social Studies teachers teach Social Studies without instructional materials and facilities (Mberengwa 2004). The quality of academic aiding, and lecture room facilities are grossly inadequate and obsolete. Owolabi et’ al. (1991) also indicated that a serious disconnection exists between Social Studies training in secondary schools and the needs of the labour market, as students that do not proceed to higher education have been found to be incompetent in the field of work.

Where students consistently perform poorly, the implication is that adequate teaching and learning has not taken place in schools. Therefore, this study is sought to examine the prospect of studying social studies in Kwara State College of education.

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of this study is to examine the prospect of studying social studies in Kwara State College of education Ilorin. Specifically, this study sought to:

i. Find out the extent to which students” attitudes constitute problems to the lecturing and learning of Social Studies.

ii. Assess the extent to which lecturer quality and quantity constitute problems to the lecturing and learning of Social Studies.

iii. Find out the extent to which instructional materials constitute problems to the lecturing and learning of Social Studies.

iv. Determine the extent to which curriculum issues pose problems to the lecturing/learning of Social Studies.

Research Questions

The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:

i. To what extent does attitudes of Kwara State College of education Ilorin’s Students constitute problems to the lecturing of Social Studies?

ii.  To what extent the lecturers’ quality and quantity cause problems to the lecturing of Social Studies?

iii. To what extent do instructional materials pose problems to the lecturing and learning of Social Studies?

iv. To what extent do curriculum issues pose problems to the lecturing and learning of Social Studies?

Research Hypotheses

H01: There is significant impact of students’ attitudes on learning and lecturing social studies in Kwara State College of education.

H02: There is significant impact of lecturer quality and quantity on learning and lecturing social studies in Kwara State College of education.

H03: There is significant impact of instructional materials on learning and lecturing social studies in Kwara State College of education.

H04: There is significant impact of curriculum issues on learning and lecturing social studies in Kwara State College of education.

Significant of the Study

The study which is concerned with the investigation the prospect of studying social studies in Kwara State College of education Ilorin is bound to be of immense benefits to the students, teachers/lecturers, school authorities, and educational stakeholders especially the Federal and State Ministry of education. Specifically, the study will be of immense benefits because it will enhance the learning processes of the students and thereby improve on their overall academic performance, since it will increase the motivation of the students to study social studies, add clarity to the topics taught and make learning more interesting. Findings from study will help to sensitize lecturers of college of their important roles in promoting the study of social studies in the college and the social society at a whole. This is because it will provide a basis for them to understand the need for their complimentary roles in encouraging studying social studies in various schools.

The findings will further help to reveal and create awareness among the school authorities of the importance or otherwise of the study of social studies on the students’ life span and society in general. Create awareness for state and federal ministry of education as policy makers in the college of the need to infuse the study of social studies in the academic plan of the college and curricula of all schools and impress upon them to provide explicit strategy to know the important of social studies in the society.

Scope of the Study
This study covers the prospect of studying of social studies using Kwara State College of education, Ilorin as a case of study. Findings and recommendations for the study may not reflect the true view of the studying social studies in Nigeria, as the researcher could not cover a wider area in Nigeria due to time and financial constraints.

Operation of the Terms

Prospect: This is like hood of being successful or prosperous in the future.

Study: This is the process of learning about a subject by reading, thought, intuition and/or research.

Social studies: This is the study of man in his physical and social environment.

College: This is an institution of higher learning that provides education to undergraduate or postgraduate.

Education: This is the imparting and acquiring of knowledge through teaching and learning, especially at a school or similar institutions.

CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter is divided into the following headings

i. Defining Social Studies in Nigerian Education 
ii. The Role of Social Studies Education in Promoting Religious Tolerance in Nigeria

iii. What is the role of Social Studies in Nigeria

iv. The challenge for Social Studies

v. Summary of Literature Review

Defining Social Studies in Nigerian Education
Attempts have been made by many writers to define or rather describe Social Studies. However, there is no particular agreed definition as every attempt is based on individual beliefs about the role of Social Studies in society. For example, Adaralegbe (2005) argued that Social Studies is the study of how people live, what they do and how their life is affected by various things and social practices around them. Adaralegbe (2010) stated that Social Studies is the totality of experience a student goes through having been exposed to a course explaining the problems men and women encounter in chosen environments (historical, geographical, traditional, political, religious, economic, psychological, cultural, scientific and technological).
Meanwhile, Makinde (2009) claimed that Social Studies is a subject that attempts to study human beings in all their manifestations. However, Awoyemi & Ndagunnu (2005) claimed that Social Studies embraces those studies which are concerned with how people build a better life for themselves and their fellow human beings; how people deal with the problems of living together, how people change and are changed by their environment.

The Comparative Education Study and Adaptation Centre (CESAC, 2002) defined Social Studies as a subject that is concerned with the way people live and interact with their social and physical environments and how science and technology help them to live well in those environments. CESAC went further to state the usefulness of Social Studies is enhanced when it is seen as a way of looking at society in order to understand social problems and thereby helps to seek a solution to them. In contrast, Akinlaye (2008) defined Social Studies as the study of people and their environments which has an influence on them in one way or the other. In a similar outlook, Dubey & Barth (2010) defined Social Studies as that aspect of learning which deals with how to get on (get along) with one’s environment, physical as well as human and how to develop those skills, knowledge, attitude and values that characterize a responsible and responsive citizen in a free society. On the other hand Corbin & Akinlaye (2003) described Social Studies as studies involving human beings and their relationship with society, human behaviour in groups, changes in human relationships and human conditions. Similarly, Kissock (1981) stated that Social Studies is a programme of study which a society uses to instill in students the knowledge, skills, attitude and action it considers important concerning the relationships human beings have with each other, their world and themselves.

Aina, Adeyoyin, Obilo, & Ahmadu (2012) described Social Studies as a set of goals which describe how the concept of citizenship education is to be selected, organized and taught. In a similar manner, Adewuya (2002) claimed that Social Studies is an integration of experience and knowledge concerning human relations for the purpose of citizenship education. This view was also supported by Onyabe (2010), who argued that Social Studies is a field of study that deals with the integration of knowledge, experiences and the effective use of resources for the purpose of citizenship education.

Finally, Ogundare (2003) defined Social Studies as a study of problems of survival in an environment and how to find solutions to them.

Based upon the definitions described above, it is clear that ‘Social Studies’ has been faced with the task of carving a place for itself as an academic discipline. This is probably because Social Studies has been defined in many different ways while critics of the subject have argued that lack of a single definition is a major weakness of it as a school subject. It is important however, that critics of Social Studies should not forget that the problem of finding a single definition is not peculiar to Social Studies. Education, History, Geography, Sociology to mention but a few subjects also have more than one definition. In any case, agreement or lack of it should not diminish the status of the subject as long as the existing definitions are directly related to a common focus.

In essence, Social Studies provides a way of looking at society in order to understand its structure and its problems and to look for ways of solving those problems. It can therefore be claimed that the concern of Social Studies is to provide students with knowledge of the history, geography, social and political institutions and perhaps the psychological intricacies of daily existence in Nigeria. With the above facts in mind, it is little wonder that Social Studies cuts across such disciplines as Sociology, Anthropology, Political Science, Economics, Psychology, History and Geography. What distinguishes Social Studies from all these disciplines is its ability

The Role of Social Studies Education in Promoting Religious Tolerance in Nigeria

The study tends to bring another dimension to the debate about the declining state of values in our society. It is pertinent to note that over the years, education, that has been a tool for shaping and molding the values and character of our children has faced years of neglect. The implication of this is the rising cases of crime, kidnappings, religious violence. Therefore, this paper makes a strong case that for the society to correct the moral decadence, education, through social studies should be employed. This is with a view to inculcating value education, which ultimately will turn around the situation of things in the country. 

The concept of education has been defined as all efforts, conscious and direct, incidental and indirect, made by a give society to accomplish certain objectives that are considered desirable in terms of the individual’s own needs as well as the needs of the society where that education is based (Otive, 2006). At the outset, it is important to point out that education goes beyond schooling. But schooling at all levels help to achieve the purpose of education. 

Social Studies education as a field of study has a lot of contributions towards the attainment of the national objectives. It involves the adult and the young within the society. It helps in the development of their competencies to enable them solve and manage the socio-economic and physical forces arising in their midst. It is not concerned with the study of man per say, rather with the study of man within the context of his environment, his social, physical, political, economic, cultural and technological environment (Ezegbe, 2004). 

Religious tolerance implies treating one another in situation of peace or under provocation. It does not imply requiring one member of a religion to compromise the laws of his/her religion. As a matter of fact, Islam and Christianity in Nigeria do not require a compromise of the teachings of their scriptures to live together. In their scriptures there are many guiding principles encouraging reasonable coexistence in a society like that of Nigeria. 

Social Studies touch on every facet of human existence and it has long been identified as a veritable tool or avenue for reshaping society. The very nature, content and scope of new socio -  political order.

According to Akinlaye (2003), the following are the goals and objectives of social studies:

i. To create an awareness and an understanding of our social and physical environment as a whole in its natural, man-made cultural and spiritual resources for national development.

ii. To develop a capacity to learn to acquire certain basic skills including not only those of listening, speaking, reading and writing and of calculation, but also those skills of observations, analysis and inference which are essential to formation of sound social, economic and political judgment.

iii. To ensure the acquisition of that relevant body of knowledge and information which is an essential prerequisite to personal development as well as positive personal contribution to the improvement of mankind.

iv. To develop a sympathetic appreciation of the diversity and inter-dependency of all members of the local community and the wider national and international community.

v. To develop in students positive attitudes of togetherness, comradeship and cooperation towards a healthy nation. The inculcation of appropriate values of honesty, integrity, hard-work, fairness and justice at work and play, as well as ones contribution to the development of the nation.

vi. To encourage learners to appreciate that all the things they have learnt are inter-related.

Importance of Social Studies Education in Nigeria

The importance of the introduction of social studies education into Nigerian school’s curriculum cannot be overemphasized. This is due to the fact that it infuses in the young a love of the country, thereby fostering national unity which is essential to our development as a nation.

Social studies education in Nigeria has a special task to perform in transforming Nigeria into a modern state. They include: healing the social, political and religious wounds of the past decades, nurturing the most recent hopes in good ethnic group relationship and nationalism, and the engendering of constructive reforms to make the nation a just and progressive society. It also helps to foster the desire for self-reliance, national efficiency and national pride.

Social studies education contributes in the attainment of national goals through citizenship education. Citizenship education refers to the culture of certain behaviours, knowledge outlooks and values which are found in the culture the individual participates. A citizen however, is one who conforms to certain accepted practices, holds a particular belief that is loyal to certain values, participates in certain activities and conforms to norms which are often local in character.

It contributes in making citizens understand the diversity among the people of Nigeria, and further leads them to see the cooperation and later dependence among them which are among the major elements of nation building. It further plays the role of making the people appreciate and respect the cultural diversity of Nigeria and to realize the need for cooperation, tolerance, unity and people in the country (Sheshi, 2002).

The nation’s policy on education is government’s way of realizing that part of the national goals which can be achieved using education as a veritable tool. 

The National Policy on Education is formulated and anchored on the overall philosophy of Nigeria as a nation which include to; live in unity and harmony as one indivisible, indissoluble, democratic and sovereign nation founded on the principles of freedom, equity and justices; promoting inter-African solidarity and world peace through understanding.

The policy was drafted with the believe that education shall be an instrument per excellence for national development; in the end, the formulation of ideas, their integration for national development, and the interaction of persons and ideas. Education shall foster the worth and development of the individual, for each individual’s sake, and for the general development of the society. 

That every Nigerian child shall have a right to equal educational opportunities irrespective of any real or imagined disabilities. And that there is the need for functional education for the promotion of a progressive united Nigeria.

However, there are some challenges that hamper quality education in Nigeria, which ultimately leads to low value culture and religious intolerance.

i. Infrastructure: Many schools lack the essential infrastructure to enable them to function as safe, efficient and effective schools. The vast majority, whether urban or rural, have no water, sanitation and electricity. These services needed to be addressed as a matter of urgency. The physical state of the classrooms is very poor with floor full of holes; roofs and ceilings broken in most of the schools, the overall fabrics in a poor state of repair. Windows do not have shutters and doors are often not locked so schools lack security. Few schools have perimeter fence or enclosure, again, making them open to intruders and vandalism.

ii. Teacher Quality, Development, Motivation and Retention: No education system can rise above the quality of its teachers. The standard of teachers invariably affects the performance of the pupils and students. The major challenges include; inadequate number of qualified teachers with a large number of grade 11 teachers and secondary school leavers teaching; uneven distribution of teachers between urban and rural schools; poor remuneration and motivation and low teacher support. A large number of teachers with certificates below the NCE (38.75%) still born in the system. In the North East and North West region, the figure is about 70%. The existing shortfall in teachers is 969,078 for Early Childhood Care Development and Education: 338,147 for primary education: 581 for JSS: 1,580,000 for adult literacy and 5,329 and 12,329 for nomadic education. Another challenge is the alarming discrepancy between teachers certified qualification and their actual teaching competency and performance of the job.

iii.  Curriculum Relevance and Review: The curriculum and instructional material have a direct impact on the quality of teaching and learning in schools. The major challenges include: effective implementation of the new 9-year education curriculum; lack of regular review and updating of existing curricular to meet changing societal need; low capacity of curriculum developers and implementers; lack of digitization of curriculum including the use of computer simulations and inadequate funding for curriculum development and review.

iv.  Information and Communication Technologies (ICT): The potential of ICT in fostering sustainable national development generally and quality education delivery in particular, is globally recognized. As a result, concerted effort has been made, especially at the policy level, to ensure the inculcation of ICT skills into pupils from the basic education level. Unfortunately, the implementation of the policy is plagued by lack of requisite ICT infrastructure.

v. Technical and Vocational Education Training: In the basic education sector, technical and vocational education and training is infused into the subject areas. Schools would be expected to ensure that adequate attention is paid to the development of the foundational skills upon which TVET will be developed at the highest level.

Funding, Resource Mobilization and Utilization: There are no accurate data on public expenditures in education in Nigeria because of lack of information on the education expenditure of states and local governments. Within the existing structures, there is no constitutional obligation for state government to provide funding information yet transparency in funding is critical in order to obtain a broad picture of funding. Commitment to education can be judged by its resource allocation. Tracking of expenditure also helps to ensure that funding allocation goes to where it is most needed in the education system.

What is the Role of Social Studies in Nigeria?

National integration also involves a concern for political order, social and economic welfare. Hence, in order to promote peaceful co-existence among the cultural groups, there is a need for cultural integration with the view to promoting national integration.
A number of steps have been taken to promote unity among the various ethnic groups in Nigeria. This include the establishment of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), the establishment of a Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB), introduction of the federal quota system in the Nigerian constitution, establishment of federal institutions in some states of the federation, promotion of national sporting activities, inculcation of patriotism into Nigerian citizens through the introduction of schemes such as War Against Indiscipline (WAI), Mass Mobilization for Justice, Self-Reliance and Economic Recovery (MAMMSER), War Against Indiscipline and Corruption (WAIC) and more importantly the teaching of Social Studies in our schools.

The National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) programme which was launched in 1973 was designed for graduates of universities and polytechnics to take part in for one year. It was created in a bid to reconstruct, reconcile and rebuild the country after the Nigerian civil war. ‘Corp’ members are posted to other states apart from their state of origin, which will afford them the opportunity to mix with people from other tribes, social and family background, thus, they have the privilege to learn the culture of the indigenes in the place they are posted to serve. The main aim of NYSC scheme is help youths appreciate other ethnic groups (Marenin, 1979).

The federal quota system was introduced to address imbalances that existed in political appointments, distribution of social amenities, admission into institutions especially secondary schools and tertiary institutions, and in employment into civil service (Adamolekun, Erero, & Oshionebo, 1991; Adebayo, 2010; Erhagbe, 2012).

The Joint Admission and Matriculation Board was created as a central admission agency to streamline admission into Nigerian universities, so as to ensure equity in the admission of candidates into universities. This is in line with the United States of America which has a similar problem of diversity, and which has been making some level of adjustment to accommodate the disadvantaged minority groups in the admission process (Adeyemi, 2001). JAMB based its admission criteria on merit, educationally disadvantaged areas or states, university discretion and catchment area (Ogunyemi, 2014).

It is worthy to note that Social Studies has been part of the initiative of most of these steps that have been taken to foster national unity in Nigeria, especially in the schemes that were introduced to inculcate patriotism into the Nigerian citizen, schemes such as WAI, MAMMSER, WAIC (see previous page). The Social Studies curriculum is designed to accommodate the nitty-gritty of these schemes with the hope that it holds the key to success.

The Challenge for Social Studies
As noted above, Nigeria is culturally diverse (Akamere 2001); Mbeke-Ekanem (2000); and Ojiako (2011) and, as a result, ethnic loyalty rather than national loyalty is promoted among the various peoples of the country. Thus, the spirit of cohesiveness at the national level is very weak when compared with a sense of belonging that is grounded in tribal history. This is evidenced by the various ethnic and religious skirmishes that often occur. Paulley (2011) quoting Awolowo (1947) stated that:
‘‘Nigeria is not a nation; it is mere geographical expression. There are no ‘Nigerians’, in the same sense as there are ‘English’, or ‘Welsh’ or ‘French’. The word Nigerian is merely a distinctive appellation to distinguish those who live within the boundaries of Nigeria from those who do not’’ (Op cit: 2011:2).

This implies that Nigeria’s creation in 1914 was ill-conceived and only exists on paper and that it is still far from being united as a country due to the diversity of cultural practices.

Iyamu (1994) corroborated the above assertion when he stated that:

‘‘…… the colonial ruler ship made no serious attempts at integrating the disparate primordial ethnic groups into a coherent political entity. Rather, realizing that each ethnic group was (and still is) a basic social unit commanding enormous political force, it chose to accentuate their ethno-cultural consciousness through its policy of ‘divide and rule’. The alien political institutions super imposed on the discordant ethnic units did not operate long enough before independence to pretend to catalyse movements towards national unity. It is, therefore, not surprising that after exhibiting some semblance of unity in order to rid themselves of the yoke of British colonial rule, the different nationalities later gave vent to inter-ethnic animosities and ethno-cultural grievances in the struggle for power in Nigeria, resulting in several political crises each of which seriously threatened the country’s corporate existence’’ (ibid, 1994: 87).

Thus, no cultural group in Nigeria can satisfactorily and acceptably represent the other. In fact, every cultural group enjoys autonomy, identity and independence. The negative effect of these cultural diversities on Nigerian society is the problem of ethnocentrism leading to loss of lives and property.

Ethnocentrism is a view that sees one’s own group as the centre of everything and all others are scaled and rated with reference to it. Thus the tendency is to take for granted the superiority of one’s own culture above that of another. It is a universal human reaction found in all known societies with multi-cultural backgrounds. Ingiabana & Akikibofori (2008) described it as the cardinal sin of comparative method, a practice of studying and making judgments about other societies in terms of one’s own cultural assumption or bias. It often suggests that the way something is done in other societies is inferior to the way it is done in one’s own society.

This state of affairs in the country negates the development of national

consciousness and unity among the diverse people that make up the country. In other words, it does not give room for peaceful co-existence among the multi-cultural groups. Instead, it has led to domination, exploitation and subjugation of the so called “inferior” or “minority” groups by the supposedly superior and major ones and this has also bred conflict and confusion in society. Thus, ethno-political/ religious violence arises. Inter and intra-ethnic and religious conflicts have continued unabated since the formation of the state of Nigeria.

Ofoeze (2009) and Akintoye (2006) traced the perennial and wide spread interethnic conflicts which have characterized the socio-political economic life of Nigerians to colonial rule. They stated further that the divisive and disintegrative colonial policies caused the ‘embitterment’ of inter-ethnic relations and escalation of the tension and antagonism among the ethnic groups. In this process, the possibility of emergence of a ‘cohesive national political leadership’ with a sense of national historic mission was nipped in the bud as the political elites were now factionalized along ethnic lines. This in turn led to the intensification of feelings of mutual suspicion, distrust and antagonism among the various ethnic political leaderships, especially as the colonial authorities played them against one another. Thus, rather than rightly seeing the colonial authorities as a common antagonist, each of the ethnic groups saw one another as the antagonist with each courting the assistance of the colonial authorities to undermine and supplant and possibly destroy one another.

Hence, at the time of the physical departure of the colonial masters there was no Nigerian national political leadership with a common sense of national historic mission. In the ensuing struggle for power and domination among the ethnic groups, the Hausa-Fulani ethnic group political leadership succeeded in winning the sympathy and support of the colonial authorities who, bearing in mind their long-term strategic neo-colonialist interests, manipulated the entire transitional political process, including the 1959 constituency delimitation exercise, the population census figures estimate and the sham election, in favour of the North and its leadership. All these not only implanted but also nourished the seed of inter-ethnic conflict, animosity, hatred and tension. Instead of embarking on an effort at inter-ethnic reconciliation and national integration, they not only deployed the national power in a manner overly skewed to its own advantage in the authoritative value or resource distribution system but also to decapitate the other ethnic groups and enslave their members

(Dudley, 1973; Ofoeze, 2000). In this way, the inter-ethnic conflict, tension, animosity and antagonism intensified and escalated to open violence and hostilities in which most modern assault rifles and other sophisticated weapon systems were, and are being used. The following are examples of some of the problems that Nigeria had faced and are still facing:

Resource Conflict
Like many oil-producing countries, Oyewusi (2007) noted that Nigeria has not been spared the agony of recurring violent conflicts associated with the management of her oil resource in the south-south geopolitical zone of the country. From 1967, a series of oil related insurrection and violent assaults (including kidnapping) have been commonplace in the oil producing states of Nigeria (Ogunlakin, 2014; Phil-Eze, 2003; Phil-Eze, 2005). Additionally several minority ethnic groups have risen against each other as a way of showing dissatisfaction with the management of oil revenue and as an avenue of making their desires known. Such cases include the Ijaw-Itsekiri conflicts in the oil city of Warri, Itsekiri-Urhobo conflicts in the Niger Delta region and the Ogoni-Andoni conflict. These conflicts have resulted in the decimation of the populace from hunger, diseases, death and environmental degradation. It also threatened the tranquil environment the communities within the region have been sharing by puncturing their peace and security system with violence. The Nigerian Government during the regime of the late General Sani Abacha (1993-1998), in a bid to enforce peace to end the conflict, employed force but this did not succeed in bringing the struggles to an end. Today, the Niger Delta struggle over oil resources continues to import violence in Nigerian polity.

According to Phile-Eze (2009) violence in the Niger Delta alone is estimated to have killed about one thousand people between 1999 and 2004 and the trend is on the increase.

ii. Ethno-political/religious crises
Despite over fifty years of independence, issues of sectarianism still feature in the socio-political activities in Nigeria and despite several calls for national unity, associations of purely tribal interest are established in the country. In the west, there is the Ooduwa People’s Congress (OPC) for purely Yoruba people, in the east, there is the Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) purely for Igbo people, while in the north there is the Arewa People’s Congress (APC) for the northern people. As a result of this, Nigeria is left in a state of perpetual psychological insecurity and fear especially those settling in a region other than their own. Hence, the spirit of national cohesion, which is the bedrock of peace and stability, still remains a dream. Jekayinfa (2002) described ethno-political/religious crises in Nigeria as the bane of Nigeria’s national unity. 
Religious Conflict
Religiously-motivated crises began in earnest at the inception of the second republic in 1979. Ekoko & Amadi (1989) maintained that the Nigerian civil war, which broke out in 1967, had no religious origin or connotation but the second republic witnessed religious crises. They stressed further that the Kano riot of October, 1982 when many churches were wantonly destroyed was the first organised Muslim attack on Christians on a grand scale. Olagunju (1987) disclosed that the Kafanchan religious crisis in March 1987 led to the setting up of the Karibi-Whyte panel that probed the incident. In March 1988, some areas of Kafanchan, Zaria and Kaduna experienced religious riots. The Sharia issue in 1979 caused some misgivings in the Constituent Assembly. The Sharia issue, according to Ekoko & Amadi (1989) almost tore the thin fabric of Nigerian unity which they likened to Pandora’s box. The anti-Sharia demonstrations gave rise to violence in Kaduna (a town in northern Nigeria) and its adjoining towns and villages (Sirajo, 2000). The Damboa religious upheaval in Borno led to the death of several hundred of people (Ibrahim, 2000).
Summary of Literature Review
Nigeria is made up of diverse cultural groups with over 400 languages and dialects and these cultural groups live in different geographical locations. In order to promote peaceful co-existence among these groups there is need for integration (Ajayi, 1998; Egbefo, 2010; Suberu, 1996). The majority of Nigerians generally identify with their cultural groups, their states and political parties and this causes frequent political problems. Hence, the role of Social Studies is to build a nation i.e. a single nation as endorsed and described in the National Education Policy.
Integration is an attempt to bring together the various parts to form a whole

(Jekayinfa, 2002). It could also be referred to as the aggregate of former independent and primordial groups or separate independent ethnic groups into larger and more diffused units which are now welded together and whose outlook now transcends that of ethnicity but reflect that of a nation-state (Fadeiye, 2005). 

There are different forms of integration (Fadeiye, 2005). Socio-political integration for instance, involves economic and political development. The nation has to integrate its economic and political forces with the view to producing and promoting national survival. Cultural integration involves making all Nigerians identify with a national ideology. Both social integration and cultural integration are necessary for national survival, while national integration could simply be described as an attempt to bring together the different potentials of the nation (human and natural resources) for the common goal. In other words, national integration is an aspect of nation building which includes the process of modernization in all aspects.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHOD

The design adopted for this study is survey, which is aimed at investigating prospect of study of social study in Kwara state college of education, Ilorin, Nigeria.
Research Design
This study is a descriptive research; the students of selected Tertiary Institution in Kwara State are to reveal the prospect of study of social study in Kwara state college of education, Ilorin, Nigeria.
The Population of the Study
Polit and Hungler (2012) refer to the population as an aggregate or totality of all the objects, subjects or members that conform to a set of specifications

The population of this project was drawn from all social studies students in the Kwara state college of Education, Ilorin.
The schools met the requirement in the sense that they all both the competent teacher and student average population.
Sample and Sampling Technique

The sample consisted of 50 social studies students that were selected based on two proportionate stratified random sampling techniques in all social studies students in the Kwara state college of Education, Ilorin.
Research Instrument

The questionnaire was designed for students of Social Studies to find out their view on prospect of study of social study in Kwara state college of education, Ilorin, Nigeria. The questionnaire was divided into two sections. Section “A” was a personal data and Section “B” was for the structural types of questions. The respondents were required to tick ( ) against the answers of their choice.
Validity of the Instrument

Validity is a means of knowing whether the instrument actually and accurately measured what it intends to measure. A measuring instrument is valid when it measures truly and accurately the quality and quantity it is designed to measure. To determine the content validity, the drafted sample of the questionnaire was given to the experts to access and determine the usability. Then supervisor made the final correction before the questionnaire was administered reliability of the instrument.
Reliability of the Instrument

An instrument is said to be reliable if it measures consistently under varying conditions and at different times of a person’s performance. It is the degree to which it yields constant score, when it is administered a number of times.

The validated questionnaire was administered and the administration was pre-tested within and internal of two weeks to ascertain the reliability of the instrument before the instrument was administered on a large population. 

Administration of the Instrument

The instrument designed for the study was personally administered to the sampled schools by obtaining official permission from the principal to carry out the study in each school. 

The researcher was present in each of the schools to ensure that the respondents complied with the instruction on the questionnaire by simply indicating their degree of agreement by indicating a tick (  ) against each statement in the instrument were retrieved at the appropriate time.

Data Analysis  

The items were analyzed by using frequency and percentage, in analyzing the data collected. Higher percentages of responses will be used to accept or reject the research question and hypothesis for this study.



The statistical methods used in this research study an inferential was employed to explain the data in the demographic section, frequency count and simple percentage method were used to analyze the responses data in section B. The mean scores of the respondents were computed and compared the inferential analysis was employed in testing the research hypotheses where t- test.

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
In this chapter, the data obtained were analyzed; the analysis was carried out on the basis of each research question. Appropriate data table were also provided to guide the discussion of the data. 
Presentation of the Results:
Each research question was stated and appropriate data table was provided to guide the analysis and subsequently answering of the question.

Research Question One: to what extent do attitude of Kwara state college of education Ilorin student constitute problem to the lecturing of social studies

Table One: summary analysis on the relationship between student attitude towards social studies problem.
	S/NO
	STATEMENTS
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	1
	Student are reluctant in attending social studies lectures 
	46
	92%
	4
	8%

	2
	Student sees social studies as a mere course of studies 
	39
	78%
	11
	22%

	3
	Non challant attitude of social studies student constitute to the problem facing socials studies. 
	35
	70%
	15
	30%


Sources: Field Survey, 2024
  
From the above analysis in table one, most of the respondent are unanimously agreed that social studies student usually reluctant in attending social studies lectures which constitute to the problem facing the effective teaching and learning social studies in tertiary institution most especially in Kwara state college of education, Ilorin while 8% disagreed to the statement.

Meanwhile most of the respondents believed and thought that social studies mere and soft course of studies which influence most of the student to reluctant in their academic studies in view of this assertion 78% of the respondents agreed that student see social studies as a chicken course in the tertiary institution, from this fact it constitute to the problems and prospect facing the social studies student in school while 22% of the remaining respondents disagreed to the statement.  

In addition, majority of the respondents proclaimed that non – challant attitude of the social studies student is one of the major hindrances in social studies lecture to be effective in school while 30% of the respondents disputed to the statement.  

 Research Questions Two: To what extent the lectures quality and quantity cause problem to the lecturing of social studies   
Table 3:  Summary of the responses of the respondents on the lectures competence towards social studies problems.

	S/N
	STATEMENT
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	4
	Lack of lecture room control and management by the lecturer constitute problem to the lecturing social studies  
	42
	84%
	8
	16%

	5
	Inappropriate use of teaching method by the lecturer constitute problems to the lecturing of social studies?
	44
	88%
	6
	12%

	6
	Lack of skills and competency of social studies lecturers constitute problem to the lecturing of social studies. 
	46
	92%
	4
	8%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
In view of the table two above, it was discovered that lecturers is also constitute problems to the lecturing of social studies in tertiary institution. From this postulation, 84% of the respondents unanimously agreed that lack of lecture room control and well managed by the lecturer in charge create a lot of enormous distraction to the student and this create a lot of problem to the lecturing process of social studies while 16% of the reaming respondent opposed the motion.

Aside from the class room control and manage by the lecturer, impropriate use of teaching method by the lecturer constitute problem to the lecturing social studies in college of education while 12% of the respondents disagreed to the statement respectively.     

Lack of skills and competency of social studies lecturers constitute problem to the lecturing of social studies posited by the 92% of the respondents affirmed the statement while 8% of the respondents disaffirmed the statements.
Research Question Three: to what extent do instructional materials pose problems to the lecturing and learning of social studies?  

Table 5: Summary of the respondent’s responses on instructional material on effectiveness in social studies class.

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	7
	Inadequate of social studies instructional material pose a lot of problems to the effective teaching and learning social studies 
	38
	76%
	12
	24%

	8
	Unavailability of instructional materials create problem to the effective teaching and learning social studies
	43
	86%
	7
	14%

	9
	Unavailability of improvisation hindered the teaching and learning of social studies effectively 
	38
	76%
	12
	24%


Sources: Field Survey, 2024
Instructional materials play important roles in the effective teaching and learning of social studies in tertiary institutions.  Inadequate of social studies instructional material pose a lot of problems to the effective teaching and learning social studies emphasized by the 76% of the respondents while 24% oppose the statement. 

The availability of the instructional material on lecturing and learning social studies in tertiary in very minimal which pose a serious injury to the effective lecture and learning of social studies in tertiary institution. 86% of the respondents posited that unavailability of instructional materials create problem to the effective teaching and learning social studies while 14% of the respondents opposed the motion.

Improvisation another way of subsidy the real instructional material. In the absence of real object, improvisation comes in which will influence the effective teaching and learning process. Unavailability of improvisation hindered the teaching and learning of social studies effectively affirmed by the 76% of the respondents while 24% of them disassociate themselves from the statement.

Discussion of the Result.

In the table one, the poor attitude of students towards the study of social studies in college of education is an unsatisfactory state of affairs and imbalance in the educational sector in particular and the nation’s development in general.

          Social studies as a subject that is very importance the government, parents and students themselves attach to the study.

          The phenomena increase in students’ attitude towards the study of social studies in schools should not be allowed to remain for too long unattended to.

          The need to motivate students to develop positive attitude towards the study of social studies in school and to create a conducive environment for studying social studies is not disputable and cannot be over-emphasized.

          The unfortunate thing is that students’ attitude towards the study of social studies in schools is fraught with a lot of problems.  There is a general belief that whenever students perform poorly in their courses the teacher has not really taught them well.  People hardly look at the problem from the point of view of the student’s attitude towards the courses; the problem of this study therefore is to ascertain why students have poor attitude towards the study of social studies in schools.

In the table two, the research also revealed that there are challenges facing teachers in delivering the Social Studies curriculum appropriately, and there are both experiential and gender differences in teachers’ ability to deliver the Social Studies curriculum. It also revealed that not all the teachers are Social Studies specialists; there are some non-specialist teachers teaching Social Studies because their subject embraces disciplines that have to do with human existence (e.g. human geography) and this was perceived by the authorities as appropriate to deliver the curriculum.

This may have accounted for a diversity of teaching methods and opportunities. Teachers reported that the curriculum content in Social Studies is not adequate for addressing the social issues and problems that face Nigeria today; the importance of peace and consequences of conflicts, the importance of culture, and the need for national unity and progress. They were of the opinion that illustrated talks, visiting speakers, drawing and painting, posters, creative writing, cartoons, brainstorming, costume making, plays, puppetry and quizzes are not always suitable teaching techniques. Additionally instructional material such as charts, relevant and current Social Studies textbooks are not readily available in schools. They also indicated that the matching or pairing of item tests and multiple choice test are not suitable evaluation techniques.

In the table three above, for this study, the term ‘Infrastructural facilities’ refers to the physical environment that contributes directly or indirectly to the teaching and learning process. The quality of infrastructural facilities has a strong influence on the academic standard because a classroom that is not spacious, with poor ventilation and not insulated from heat is not convenient for the teaching and learning process. These deficiencies can constitute a major flaw in the quality of the academic standard; this can also result in the non-attainment of the set standard, goals and objectives. The infrastructural facilities in the school include the building, furniture and equipment that contribute to a positive learning environment and quality of education for all students.

Overall the results from this study suggest that while there are aspects to the current Social Studies curriculum that are generally considered effective and suitable, teachers also identified unsuitable or ineffectual aspects that need to be addressed.

For the purposes of analysis, the data gathered from teachers were analyzed in three very different ways to provide a holistic picture of the efficacy of the current Social Studies curriculum. 

Firstly, they were analyzed according to years of experience (1-5 years and 6-years plus). Secondly, they were analyzed according to sex, recognizing that women who teach Social Studies may be at some disadvantage in terms of the license granted to them to undertake field trips or develop other non-classroom based activities. Finally, the data were analyzed according to whether teachers were specialists in Social Studies or non-specialists (i.e. received their degrees in other subjects).

Furthermore, teachers that were trained to teach Social Studies indicated that the current curriculum did not address adequately topics such as characteristics of culture as well as cultural differences in Nigeria. These findings suggest that social cohesion has not yet been achieved in Nigeria because cultural differences remain and continue to fuel inter-tribal crises among some ethnic groups. For example, Akamere (2001) argued that one of the causes of inter-tribal clashes between the Hausa ethnic group and their host community (the Yoruba) in the town of Sagamu is a lack of understanding of the cultural practices of the Yoruba.

Teachers’ ratings relating to the success of the curriculum in fostering national unity were not found to be particularly effective. This implies that the issue of national unity and integration is not as strongly represented in the curriculum as perhaps policy makers believe. This also suggests that there is a great deal more to do in building a single nation. This reflects the view of Sofadekan (2004) who stated that fostering a sense of common unity towards achieving national unity in Nigeria is a difficult task. Indeed, over the years, the Federal Government of Nigeria has put programmes in place to attempt to forge national unity. These programmes include the introduction of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC), the establishment of unity schools, and the introduction of a federal quota system in the Nigerian constitution. 
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary 

This study conducted to find out the problems and prospect of study social studies in Kwara state college of education, Ilorin Simple random sampling techniques were adopted to select fifty (50) respondents out of the student studying social studies in Kwara state college of education.

The questionnaire was administered to the respondent by the researcher through personal visit to sampled department and due consultation were made with respondents. Simple percentage method was used to ascertain the reliability of the instrument.


In the course of this research, it has been clearly discovered that social studies are facing series of challenges ranging from the student attitude towards studying social studies, lecturers skills and competences, unavailability of instructional material during lecture of social studies to the curriculum issues pose serious problem to the studying social studies in college of education. 


However, analysis of the data for this study show that all the three research questions formulated for the purpose of the study were pointing to the impact of attitude on studying social studies in tertiary institution.


The result and finding of this study revealed that 50% of the lecturers have good view toward the implementations and utilization of school facilities in teaching and learning social studies in college of education to enhance effective student academic performance and attitude of student towards studying social studies in school. 

Conclusion
Prospects of Social Studies Education as Antidote to Corrupt Practices. In spite of the challenges identified in this write-up, there is light at the end of the tunnel. In other words, the war against corruption in Nigeria can be worn through the teaching of Social Studies because it teaches the practice of virtue by all sundry which is the ultimate route to behaviour change or modification that could reduce corrupt practices in Nigeria and thereby facilitating national transformation. 
Developing the spirit of national consciousness and patriotism is one of the objectives of Social Studies education. To transform the nation from the part of corruption to progress and development, there is need for attitudinal change. It is worthwhile to note that although it has been said that corruption is everywhere, not all people are corrupt or practice it. A good number of people in Nigeria and even in government do not practice corruption; and such ones should be recognized, honoured and emulated. This is why Social Studies education becomes a veritable tool to combat corruption because when corruption is widespread, people including some honest ones concentrate on developing themselves instead of developing Nigeria. 
The analytical approach of Social Studies helps Students identify the root causes of problems and assist them to proffer the right solutions to them. Through various methods, students are able to appreciate disastrous effects of corruption and corrupt practices and its implication on national transformation. 
Besides, if Social Studies has successfully been used by more advanced nations of the (USA, GB, France and Germany) and are still using it as vehicle for development and nation building, why not Nigeria. The experiences of these great countries are instructive for Nigeria in Her bid to transform for the better. 
Challenges and Prospects of Social Studies Education as Antidote to Corruption in Nigeria for National Transformation The methodology usually employed in Social Studies to achieve its objectives makes it an antidote to corruption for national transformation. Such methods as inquiry and problem solving, discovery and discussion, etc which engages students in thought – provoking and activity – oriented ventures helps them to reflect on issues, think critically and make rational decisions. Any problem identified and tackled at surface level, obviously will not achieve a lasting solution. Social Studies helps students to look beyond the surface to probe, investigate and interpret issues and problems so as to provide solutions that could stand the test of time. 
Social Studies teach individuals to have respect for dignity in labour. One of the causes of corruption is unemployment occasioned by an age – long misconception about western education and schooling. The relevance of this can better be appreciated when we look at the concerns of the subject which is not only committed to the development of the cognitive domain but also for producing and instilling the tenets and objectives of the affective domain. The perennial problem of corruption and other social vices which has constituted a clog in the wheel of progress in Nigeria borders on attitudes of people (Onifade, 2006). She further buttress this by citing that Social Studies influences the attitude of the young and up – coming generation by giving them the opportunity to learn to develop these values and attitudes as early as possible in life thus enabling them to direct and focus their minds toward a new nation. 
It is an incontestable fact that citizens are made, not born. Accordingly, it is lack of national consciousness that manifest in the prevailing attitude of most Nigerians that the country exist to be exploited to aggrandize self and close relatives and associates rather than an entity to be developed. A nation whose citizens lack national consciousness he contented is a nation that has lost its hegemony. A viable option to restoring situation like this is by giving Social Studies the recognition it deserves because it is one of the only school subjects whose primary aim is propagation of effective citizens. Social Studies is citizenship transmitter. 
Social Studies stresses more than any school subject affective learning. By inculcating in learners such values as cooperation, hard work, true sense of nationhood, loyalty, commitment, patriotism, dedication and unity of purpose among others, they are able to shun corruption and other social vices. The curriculum contents of Social Studies have aspects which educate students on their duties and responsibilities to the nation, as well as aspects which discourage asocial and maladjusted psychosocial behaviour (e.g. eccentricism, bribery and corruption) by values considered inappropriate in Social Studies lessons, and thereby pave way for national transformation.  By the very nature of Social Studies education as integrated subject, the learner “is made to develop an integrated view of reality that will enable him make well-thought out and rational suggestions geared towards national transformation after viewing the world as an integral whole or in holistic frame and not as separate fragment” (Mezieobi, 2010). 
Implication of the Study
If Government and other stakeholders in education sector could improve on the learning environment of students and working conditions of the lecturers and other incentives for social science lecturers which will boost the morale of the lecturers towards teaching, is most likely that the students’ achievement in social studies will be highly enhanced.

Also this study implies that parent teachers association can also be of help in providing necessary educational needs in tertiary institution for students.

Recommendations 
Social Studies teachers should employ best practices in teaching the subject by exposing students to standard social science research tools. In addition, they should demonstrate a sound degree of professional competence and a working knowledge of epistemology of the subject. 
Social studies teachers should make learners learn to live a reasonable life by developing rule – governed behaviours. In other words teachers should impress it on the learners that rules are made to be obeyed by particularly showing this in classroom interactions. They should be as objective as possible when treating the value contents of Social studies curriculum. 
Not until the types of behavioural objectives that possess affective and psychomotor orientations have been established in the students, Social Studies education has not achieved its main goal of fostering the tenets or norms of effective national transformation during teaching – learning situation (Okam, 2006). That way the students will not be reading only for the purpose of passing their examinations in Social Studies.

Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended that: the teachers must develop positive relationship with students and stress classroom activities, which will involve active teaching learning process and student’s participation in the class which will influence the student attitude towards studying social studies in school. Teachers should develop positive attitude towards the teaching of social studies knowing that social studies as a subject, if not taught with all enthusiasm could barely be regarded as being abstract.

Teachers should be encouraged and motivated to acquired higher qualifications by the Government. The Ministry of Education should develop policy that mandates social studies and other social science subjects that involved to be taught with competence, ability, resourcefulness and ingenuity to efficiently utilize the appropriate language, methodology and available instructional materials to bring out the best from learners in terms of academic achievement. 
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APPENDIX
Department of Social Studies

School of Arts and Social Sciences, 

Kwara State College of Education, 

Ilorin.

Dear Respondent;
We are the student of Kwara state college of education, Ilorin. We are carried out a research as our final year project title “Prospects of study social studies in college of education in Kwara state. We therefore request your assistance in filling this questionnaire appropriately.
We wish to inform you that all the information as regards your opinion will be treated with utmost confidentiality.

Accept my assurance 

Yours Faithfully

Researchers

SECTION A
PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE (√)

SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA
NAME OF SCHOOL: ……………………………………………………
SEX: MALE ( ), FEMALE ( ) 

LEVEL: 100 ( ), 200 ( ), 300 ( ) 

Ages: 15 – 20 ( ), 21 - 25 ( ), 26 – 30 ( ), 31 – 35 ( ), 36 – 40 ( ), 41 above ( )

SECTION B
You are required to tick the answer that corresponds with the following key:
YES 


(√)



NO 


 (√)
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	YES
	NO

	1
	Student are reluctant in attending social studies lectures 
	
	

	2
	Student sees social studies as a mere course of studies 
	
	

	3
	Non challant attitude of social studies student constitute to the problem facing socials studies. 
	
	

	4
	Lack of lecture room control and management by the lecturer constitute problem to the lecturing social studies  
	
	

	5
	Inappropriate use of teaching method by the lecturer constitute problems to the lecturing of social studies?
	
	

	6
	Lack of skills and competency of social studies lecturers constitute problem to the lecturing of social studies. 
	
	

	7
	Inadequate of social studies instructional material pose a lot of problems to the effective teaching and learning social studies 
	
	

	8
	Unavailability of instructional materials create problem to the effective teaching and learning social studies
	
	

	9
	Unavailability of improvisation hindered the teaching and learning of social studies effectively 
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