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ABSTRACT
Single Parenting And Its Effect On The Academic Performance Of Students In Selected Junior Secondary Schools In Ilorin East Local Government Area, Kwara State. Simple random sampling techniques were used to select fifty respondents that supplied information on the questionnaire.
 Simple percentage method was adopted to score the information obtained from the questionnaire distributed. Four research questions were raised for the study.  The study shows that parental separation has significant effect on student academic performance in social studies. It is therefore recommended that parent should find possible mean to curb the marital crises on student and should not should not transpired the parental issue to the child in order to enhance the student academic achievement in their various studies.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The need for the presence of parents in a child’s life cannot be over emphasized as it goes a long way in ensuring the academic achievement of the students in school. Parents’ presence tends to influence the performance of their children or wards in school either positively or negatively. Separation of parents and the resulting emotional instability in the home are likely to affect the academic achievement of their children. Recent research has shown that separation of parents occur when relationship between the parents had broken down or because of migration of either parents, from one geographical location to another i.e. not staying within the same geographical location.
Bong (2008), showed that parents had little or no relationship with their children especially when they were young. Some children have both parents living together while in some homes, children lived with only their mothers or their fathers or even care takers or care givers or guardians as a result of the separation of their parents. Fathers separate from their children earlier and for longer periods than mothers, mostly because of a breakdown of relationship with the mothers. But separation could also be due to migration, death and abandonment.
However, migration seems to be one of the main reasons why mothers leave their children. They could also separated from their children for financial reasons and sometimes in these circumstances, the child might either be given to someone with better resources or left in the care of someone while they seek work elsewhere. The mothers too may leave the home because of breakdown in relationship with fathers.
Winston (2009), said "It would be the ideal situation to have both parents in the home, but often, this is not the case but there is nothing that can be done about it, as there are factors such as migration, death, and breakdown of relationships to consider,". Same problems emanated from parental separation which could lead to frustration, isolation of children and sometimes the students may be forced to exhibit temper tantrums while in the classrooms. The students anger, sadness and frustrated may justify the way they behave because the children hope that after they must have returned from school and wishes to play, no one would be available to play with them, in addition to periods of sadness and behavioural problems, parental separation could also contribute to changes in academic performance and success for secondary school students.
Parental separation tends to affect the development of children of which educational development is inclusive. However, the academic achievement of students could be attributed to the influence of both parents. A lot of outstanding members of society have come from singled parent homes and even from foster homes where no parents were present.
Since parental separation has an influence on the academic performance of adolescents, it is advisable that parents should sit down with their child and break the news about the separation if there be need. It has been noted that parental separation may result into a divorce and it becomes hard on the whole family. Hence the need for every member of the family to get used to the change in the family dynamic, as well as children coming to terms with the fact that mum and dad aren’t together anymore.
Student who experience two drastic transitions during childhood, such as parents separation and move to a new school, tends to get lower grades and score lower on achievement tests than children who have no such transitions or only one transition. Among adolescents, just one such major transition raises the risk that the child will drop out of school, the same journal reports. Most children of separated or divorced parents live with their mothers, which can be especially hard on boys who need a father figure. Boys who have fathers who continue spending enough time with them tend to get better grades than boys with absent fathers.
Parental separation doesn't automatically doom an adolescent to poor grades and lower test scores. Children who continue having warm, close relationships with their parents tend to fare better academically than a child who doesn’t. Further, children who were previously living in a home where parents fought or were abusive toward one another tended to do better with the separation because their home life became more stable. In the end, an adolescent's academic success likely isn't harmed, despite separation, if he has a stable home life and involved parents.
The period of adolescence which most students pass through is very important to the development of an individual. Any laxity on the part of the parents in assisting and guiding the adolescents may result in academic backwardness and development of unwholesome behaviours, the foundation of what a person becomes in the society is laid in the home and at the initial stage of life. Parents therefore have important roles to play in seeing to it that the youths acquire the appropriate social, psychological, moral and academic development.
Education is becoming more and more one of the most important social cleavages within society, as it clearly divides the haves from the have-nots (Berlin, Furstenberg, & Waters, 2010). Individuals with a higher educational degree have more chances at the labour market, whereas those with a lower educational degree struggle more to find a job and often have a lower occupational status and income (Pong, 1997; Amato, 2005). For adolescents, school forms one of the most important life spheres. Next to their home and family, adolescents spend most of their time at school, because education forms a clear stratifying mechanism in society, school outcomes of youngsters are important to investigate. They signal the future position of adolescents within society. Whereas the objective school outcomes for adolescents have been studied abundantly (Astone & Mclanahan, 1994; Bean, 1985; Evans, Kelley, & Wanner, 2001), the more subjective school outcomes are equally important to investigate (Van Houtte, 2004).
Adolescent difficulties in school often originate outside the school environment. This therefore placed emphasis on parental separation as a factor that influences adolescent academic performance. They examined the subjective outcome of school engagement that considers whether adolescents are concerned with their studies, if they are inquisitive and eager to learn, or if they dislike school and are averted to their studies. They searched for differences between adolescents in intact and non-intact families. Does growing up in a broken family affect academic performance? Are adolescents who experienced a parental separation differently affected by family contexts when school engagement is analyzed? Answers to these questions would tell the extent to which parental separation can affect the academic performance of adolescents in schools.
Single parenting could be defined as a situation in which one of the two individuals, involved in the conception of the child is being responsible for upbringing of the child. Single parenthood may arise when either the male or female decides to produce and rear a child or children outside wedlock. A child from homes where the father and the mother are present will be well taken care of and socialized in the best way possible (Asana, 2008). This is due to the fact that the process of socialization depends on both parents playing complimentary roles in bringing up the child. Such a child is likely to achieve self-actualization later in life, Children from single-parent homes are likely to suffer deprivation and denial of some rights and opportunities. Adolescents' from-broken homes are usually associated with anti-social behaviour and poor academic records. The problem of deprivation of a second parent is bad enough but when the remaining parent cannot cope with the resultant problems a tragic situation arises. In such a situation, the child becomes a misfit in the society.
The family is the first socializing agent the child comes into contact with; it has a great influence on the child's physical, mental and moral development (Brien, 2006). The family lays the foundation of education before the child goes to school and the personality that the child takes to school is determined by the home. Its important to note that both parents have roles to play in child education. The father is to provide the necessary tools for the educational advancement while the mother is supposed to supplement the father's efforts in this regard. When the father is absent and the mother is not privileged enough to cater for all the basic needs as well as supervised the academic performance of the child he/she (the child) will be backward or withdrawn.
The same thing occurs when the mother is absent and the father is not privileged enough (Fisbet,2005). A single parent faces doubled responsibilities requiring time, attention and money of the parent- Hence, less attention is paid to the education of the child. Teachers commonly describe children from single or separate parents as more hostile, aggressive, anxious, fearful, hyperactive and distractible than children from intact families. Hence, the need to  Investigate the influence of  single parent family on students academic performance, Investigate the influence of parent socio- economic status on students academic performance, Investigate if students from single parent family will performed better than students intact family, Investigate if students gender have any influence on students academic performance to the purpose of study as it goes a long way on student academic achievement.

Statement of the Problem
Often times it is said that a child is a product of his immediate environment and this environment ranges from the physical environment to the social environment to the genetic or biological environment. These environmental factors would to a large extent determine the behavioural pattern of these children of which the attitude to their academics would not be left out. Needless to say that the family as an agent of socialization in the environment has an effect on the academic performance of adolescents because the kind of family one comes from affects his or her academic performance.
The school performance of students could be traced back to their homes as we view that the home is the first point of call for every individual so any way an individual is raised from the home whether by a single parent or both parents would most likely affect the academic achievement of the children.
Separation of parents from children tends to pose a serious threat to attainment of their educational goals since they (the children affected) lack the necessary parental role or care from parents. This is a problem that needs to be addressed so as to avoid any possible backwardness in academic attainment of students concerned.
There are many students within our school system that come from single parent or separated parent families. Due to the many issues that stems from such family model, some students are unable to reach their full potential. As such parent model rapidly becomes the norm, it is necessary to find a way to address these issues so as to provide students and parents with solutions to help them achieve or perform to their highest ability.
In essence, separation of parents may be caused by various factors such as geographical location, nature of family, parental socio-economic status to family size and parents wish among others.
It is therefore a necessity that for any separation to occur, caution should be taken to avert the level of negative effect it could have on a student affected.
It is against this backdrop that a study of this magnitude becomes imperative with a view to investigate the effect of parental separation on academic achievement of students in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Purpose of the Study
The major objective of this study is to investigate the effects of parental separation on the academic achievement of secondary schools students in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State. Specifically, the researcher sought to:
i. Investigate the influence of  single parent family on students academic performance
ii. Investigate the influence of parent socio- economic status on students academic performance
iii.   Investigate if students from single parent family will perform better than students with intact family
iv. Investigate if the gender of the parent have any influence on students academic performance
Research Questions
i. Will single parent family have any significant influence on students’ academic performance in social studies?
ii. Do parent socio- economic status have any significant influence on students academic performance in social studies?
iii. Do students from single parent family performed better than students from intact family in social studies?
iv. Does students’parents’ gender have any influence on student’s academic performance in social studies?
Research Hypotheses
H01: There is no significant relationship between single parent family and students academic performance
H02: There is no significant relationship between parental socio-economic status and student’s academic performance
H03:  There is no significant difference between academic performance of students from single parent family and academic performance of students from intact family.
H04: Gender difference does not have any significant influence on students’ academic performance
Significance of the Study
The study hopes to contribute to knowledge by shedding light on the effect of parental separation on the academic achievement of the students in secondary schools. It will also generate enough data for teachers, social workers, government, counsellors, psychologists and parents concerned with the care and welfare of the children under their watch. This study also hopes to inform and guide parents on the need to maintain their homes as separation could have adverse effects on children. In addition, this study would also seek to enlighten students on the effect parental separation and socio-economic status of parents would have on their academic performance.
Scope of the Study
This study is carried out in order to know whether there is significant relationship between parental separation and the student academic performance in social studies. In view of this, the scope of the study is restricted to Ilorin East Local Government area, Kwara State due to time and cost limitation. However, the study limited only to some selected junior secondary school in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara state. It is the belief of the researcher that findings and the recommendations of this project work will be very useful in appraising the student academic performance with the parental separation in social studies in Nigeria secondary school. 
Operational Definition of Terms
Parent: Parents are caretakers of the offspring in their own specie i.e. one who takes care of his/her biological children.
Guardian: Guardians are people who by appointment or by relationship have the care a person.
Adolescent: An adolescent is child between childhood and adulthood usually between the ages of 10 and 19.This is a transitional state of physical and psychological human development that generally occurs during the period from puberty to legal adulthood.
Parenting:  This is the process of promoting and supporting the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development of a child from infancy to adult hood
Student: This is somebody who studied or take much interest in a particular subjects.
Effect: A changed state occurring as a direct result of action by somebody or something else.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter looks at the contribution of the various scholars that are related to the research topic which is effect of parental separation on the student academic performance in social studies in some selected junior secondary school in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara state. The following heading will be discussed.
i. Effect of Parental Conflict on Physical Development 
ii. Marital Conflict and Students Academic Performance
iii. Marital Conflict and Parent-Child Relationship 
iv. Academic Performance 
v. Causes of poor academic performance in secondary schools.
vi. The influence of family background on the students’ academic performance.
vii. Parental separation on the student academic performance
viii. Summary of literature review


Effect of Parental Conflict on Physical Development 
Research showed that women who reported inter parental violence where less likely to report having a regular primary pediatric provider for their child (Bair- Merritt, M. et. al, 2009). Marital conflicts were examined as a predictor of the quantity and quality of sleep in a sample of 8 – 9 years old (El-Sheikh, M. et. al; 2006). Results showed that exposure to marital conflict is related with a reduced amount of sleep and poorer quality of sleep, increased sleep fragmentation, higher level of subjective sleepiness (Davies, P. et. al. 2002) explained that marital conflict may be more disruptive of sleep in children if they perceive it as destructive or if they are very anxious or fearful about their own safety. Girls slept longer and had less activity during the night when compared with boys. 
Marital Conflict and Students Academic Performance 
Conflict influences family characteristics and processes like economic position and parental responsiveness which in turn is associated with children’s cognitive performance (Clarke - Stewart, K. et. al. 2000). A longitudinal study on 340 families found that children is separated or divorced families performed more poorly on tests of cognitive ability at the age of 15 and 24 months than that of children from continuously married and intact families. Marital conflicts affect children continuously (Sun, Y and Li, Y. 2002). Parental conflict places youth at risk for difficulties in academic achievement (Unger, D. et. al .2000). 
Result showed that the connection of parental conflict and academic achievement operated at least two ways; mediated by family support and directly. High levels of parental conflict and family discord may relate to lower motivation by parents to be involved with their adolescents in schools related activities. It is commonly believed that divorce has a negative impact on children’s cognitive performance. Deficits of cognitive performance have been found when children in divorced or father-absent families are compared with children from intact families particularly in the area of quantitative performance (Allison, P. and Furstenberg, F. 2009). But the finding are actually rather mixed and depends on a variety of factors such as gender and age of the child, length of time since the divorce and the type of cognitive skills tested.


Marital Conflict and Parent-Child Relationship 
A study on children from birth to age 16 showed that children who experienced parental separation when they were young felt less closely attached to their parents than children who experienced parental separation at older age. The influences of parental conflict on children attachment to parent also depend on the sex of the child. Studies have shown that girls in late adolescent are most sensitive to parent’s marital problems when compared to boys and to younger girls (Zimiles, H; and Lee, E. 2001). Research also shows that parents who engage in continuous conflict have less time for effective parenting and thereby tends to be harsh and conflict prone in their interactions with children (Cummings, E. et. al.2001).
Academic Performance 
Poor academic performance in national examinations have been attributed to many factors that are mainly family based such as those that are faced with changing hard economic times which has made it not possible for them to meet their responsibilities of ensuring a healthy and literate family. The size of the family in which the child grows especially if the family does not have adequate resources will affect the child growth and development due to lack of quality feeding, lack of proper medical care, and more so a child will not be given the required attention on his/her academic work which can make him/her lose focus. The issue of homework, payment of school fees, providing security is all within the confines of the family to provide to the children. Family financial resources, which are associated with parent’s education attainment and occupation, often imply increased learning opportunities both at home and at school. In general, the socio-economic background of the family impacts negatively on the academic performance of the child.
According to Okumu et al (2008), education is a fundamental human right for economic growth and human development. Education is therefore necessary for all societies to thrive in all aspects of growth. Education is valuable because it contributes to national development through provision of appropriate resource personnel that aids in stimulating productivity as well as eliminating poverty, hunger disease and ignorance (Republic of Kenya 2005). A lot more study done by Kapunga (2002) shows that education liberates society from socio-political forces that affect and influence his personality at global level.
Mbelle and Katabalo (2003), asserts that secondary education aims at meeting global challenges in science and technology not leaving behind organization of production processes and markets. Other scholars such as Schultz (2002) emphasize that investing in education leads to faster growth for developed and new industrialized countries. This explains why most of the developing world especially the sub-Saharan Africa is heavily investing in education from primary, secondary and tertiary levels by increasing enrolment and improving the quality of education. 
A lot of studies show that there is a big effect of the nature of family background on the academic performance of children in school. The family back ground plays has a big on the academic performance of children at all levels of education in the school system. It is generally accepted that the quality of family interactions has important associations with the children’s academic motivation and achievement. For instance Ryan (2000) shows that there is a significant effect of family background variables, parent support and teacher support on a child’s educational attainment. 
According to (Morgan et al, 2009), stresses that children from low socio economic status households and communities develop academic skills more slowly compared to their counterparts from higher socio-economic status families. The low socio economic status (economic struggling families) deprives children of what is necessary to support their growth and welfare. Initial academic skills are correlated with home environment where low literacy involvement and chronic stress negatively affect a child’s academic performance. Parents from low socio economic background are less likely to have the financial resources or time availability to provide children with academic support.
Nalukwago (2005), identified the influence of parents’ attitude, social economic background, cultural attitudes which affect the performance of students in Nigeria. She pointed out the role of parents like catering for children school needs like textbooks, exercise books, uniforms and paying fees that are vital towards their children academic performance. In the early years parents are their children first teachers exploring nature, reading together, cooking together, and counting together. When young children begin formal schooling the parents job is to show how the school can be extended.
It is widely believed that the home has a great influence on students’ psychological, emotional, social and economic state. In the view of (Ajira et al, 2007), the state of the home affects the individual since the parents are the first socializing agents in an individual life. This is because the family background and the context of the child affect her reaction to life situations and his level of performance. Uwaifo (2008) asserts that parents and the individuals experience at home play a tremendous role in making the child what he or she is.
Involvement of the parents will make students achieve more, exhibit more positive attitudes and behavior and feel more comfortable in the environment. Parents being the first teachers and the caretakers of the home, the home environment shape the child initial views of learning, parents’ beliefs, expectations and attitudes about education affect their children conception of the place of education in their values.
Causes of Poor Academic Performance in Secondary Schools.
The increasing demand of secondary education has necessitated secondary schools and provision of the requirements for learning materials. The public resources are limited and governments have introduced public-private partnership where the private sector has become another key player particularly at post basic levels to meet the excess demand. Consequently provision of quality secondary education has been constrained (Wedgwood, 2006).
Emeke (2004) has attributed the causes of poor performance to the combination of personal and institutional factors. Personal factors related to individuals are family or parental influences, societal influences, institutional influences and school related, students, teachers related factors, accommodation and living conditions.
Wise man et al (2000) have examined the causes of poor academic performance among secondary school students. Some of these factors identified include intellectual ability, poor study habits, achievements, motivation, lack of vocational goals, low self-content, low social economic status of the family, poor family structures and anxiety. The consequences of this include indiscipline in schools and low levels of educational standards.
Lack of and priority attrition being paid to our schools and education of our students with disabilities in the past constituted reasons for their poor academic performance (Jimon 2000). 
He further said that the combination of poverty and disability in life of secondary school students has imposed serious hardships and their devastating psychological effects on students. The physical disability requires some level of resources for one to catch up with the social and economic endeavors as well as achieving the standards of academic expectations in society.
It has been estimated that lack of sufficient teachers in secondary schools which is believed to have devastating effect on academic performance of students in secondary schools. This corresponds with ( Aleke 2001) , she stated that developing a society or a nation encompasses both provision of physical infrastructures and carefully raising of manpower. Indeed it is the possibility and success wholly rests on education. For this reason, teachers have to be sufficient in order to ensure educational achievements. Having said this Aleke said that are hubs of the educational system and the success of any educational system depends on their numbers, quality and devotion.
According to Okedije (2003), the education opportunities of the children are clearly related to the socio-economic background of the parents. Children of elite have better education opportunities than the children of non-elite parents, students of elite groups since they possess the academic qualifications, consequently, it imperative that the principle inheritance for them is sound education. Many students found themselves rejected and dejected by adults just because their parents are unable to support them adequately. The school system is failing to plan curriculum to provide them with alternative schools or equip them with practical schools.
Ajila et al (2007), states that the home affects the individual since the parents are the first socializing agents. This is because the family background and the context of the child affect his or her reaction to the real life situation real life situations and his level of performance.
Reviewed literature indicates that there is awareness on the importance of home environment of family on students’ performance. The home has social and economic state. All these issues are supported by the UNESCO (1994) report which reveals concerns for quality education that has dominated the education debate from the early eighties and has remained a central issue in the twenty first century.
The Influence of Family Background on the Students’ Academic Performance.
Levin (2001), states that parents are probably the actors with the clearest dimensional interest in a high level of their children are in academic performance. To some extent there is simple evidence to show that marital instability brings about stress, tension, lack of motivation and frustration. Obviously these manifestations act negatively on a child’s academic performance.
Johnson (2005) asserts that children from divorced families often fail and are at a risk emotionally. However, this may not be completely applicable in all instances of broken homes. Some children irrespective of home background or structures may work hard and become successful in life. Moreover (Ayodele, 2006), stated that the environment where a child finds himself or herself goes a long way in determining his learning ability and ultimately his academic performance in school.
Bliss (2004) is of the view that many students from low socio-economic homes respond incomprehensively to classroom teaching because their home environment has not exposed them to the kinds of materials used in school. If home environment is not intellectually stimulating some students find it difficult to cope up in school and may eventually drop out of school. Furthermore the home has been identified as an overwhelming factor affecting students’ performance academically. It would appear then, that broken homes may present a very real danger to the emotional, personality and mental adjustment of students. These impinge on students’ academic performance.
According to Fraser, (2001), psychological home conditions arise mainly from illegitimacy of children, the label of adopted child, broken home divorce and parental deprivation. Such abnormal conditions of the home are likely to have a detrimental effect on the school performance of the child. He asserts that life in single parent family or broken homes can be stressful for both the child and the parent. Such families are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources.
Schultz (2006) noticed that if adolescents from unstable homes are to be compared with those from stable homes it would be seen that those from unstable homes have more social academic and emotional problems. (Roehikepartain, et al, 2003), are of the opinion that the family and its structure play a great role in children’s academic performance.
Omolewa (2002) affirmed that academic performance of the child could be traced to the home he comes from. Synder, et. al. (2000) claimed that the family environment is the most powerful influence in determining the child’s academic performance. It is obvious that substantial influence on a child’s academic performance.
According to Abiriri (2010), education is seen as an instrument per excellence for development and as such it is the engine that promotes development. Aside from the intellectual capacity of the child, the academic performance of the child is also largely determined by the family background. Obeyan (2003) states that the family is the bedrock of any society. It is also the foundation of academic achievements of the child. (Uwifo 2008), further affirmed that the recent wave of moral decadence and all sorts of anti-social behavior could be traced to poor home background.
Petit (2008), pointed out that psychological needs are a potential source of individuals personality and academic performance achievement. He claimed that academic success is achieved only if family background sources can be assessed to maximize the association between family influence and outcomes. It is believed that families with high social economic status often have more success in preparing their children for school because they always have access to wide range of resources at their disposal to promote, uplift and support their children. 
According to Ardedi (2001), Eunice (2004), it becomes imperative that a study on the relationship between family background and students’ academic performance should be investigated, in view of the fact that the youth are the leaders of tomorrow their academic and emotional well-being if given appropriate attention will go a long way in ensuring that their potentials are harnessed and put into use for national development.
Research indicates that psychological needs are potential source of individual’s personality and academic performance achievements. He claimed that academic success is achieved only if family background resources can be assessed to maximize the association between family influence that children from low socio-economic status households and communities develop academic skills more slowly compared to children from higher socio-economic status groups. (Morgan et al, 2009), suggested that initial academic skills are correlated with the home environment. This is because low literacy environments and chronic stress negatively affect a child’s pre-academic skills. The school systems in low socio-economic status communities are often under resourced negatively affecting students’ academic progress.
Harighurst (2002) pointed out that inadequate education and increased dropout rates affect children’s academic achievements, perpetuating the low economic status of the family. According to him, parents from low socio-economic status communities may be unable to afford resources such as books, computers and school fees for their children. Similarly, (Coleman, 2009) states that parent’s involvement in learning activities has substantial emotional and intellectual benefits for children. He observed that because supportive and strong families are significant for school success, teachers confront increasing challenges as many children experience severe family disruption and upheaval.
According to Ogulu (2004), the high socio-economic status parents are able to provide their children with books and toys to encourage them in their various learning activities at home. Parents face major challenges when it comes to providing optimal care and education for their children. However, the challenges are more accurately devastating among the poor income families that struggle to provide the basic needs to sustain the family.
Families with low economic status often lack financial, social and educational support that characterized families with high socio-economic status due to their poverty levels. These groups of families may have adequate or limited access to community resources that can promote and support children’s development and school readiness.
Dubey (2011), believes that in terms of material circumstances or environmental, parents of the relatively high class are able to supply their children with more opportunities to learn those things which will aid their learning in school. In addition, they have more appropriate knowledge about academic needs of their children thus the children coming from well to do homes will have an advantage in learning due to prior and continuous experience resulting from the opportunities provided in their privileged circumstances.
Bernistuern (2008), stated that high income enables parents to give their children the advantages of that money can buy. A high income parents provide their children with household equipment like educative video, text books, good schools which can equip them in academic performance. According to (Jenks, 2008), many students from low income homes are kept away or sent out from schools or excluded from certain activities or lack of money to provide the prescribed equipment or materials. They suffer from stigma of being isolated during break, meals because of poverty.
Becker (2005), explained the empirical regularity that families with higher income have fewer children. He said that as income raises individuals may choose to increase the average quality and reduce quantity while correlation between income and family size is clear. There is a little further evidence that speaks to this theory. Having a larger family has a causal effect, families who choose to have more children are inherently different and children would have done worse regardless of family size.
Wolpin (2006), used the exogenous variation in family background to determine the causal relationship between family background and the child’s academic performance. Although the school is responsible for the experiences that make up the childs life during school periods, parents and the individual experiences at home play a tremendous role in building the personality of the child and make the child what he is, thus (Ichado, 2008), concluded that the environment in which children come from can greatly influence his or her performance at school.
The family lays the psychological moral and spiritual foundations of the child while the mothers significant roles cannot be over emphasized. Studies on a further child-relationship suggest that the presence of a father at home influence significantly the development of a child.
Impact of Parental Separation on the Student Academic Performance 
Conkline (2006), states that structurally, a family is either broken or intact. A broken family in this context is one that is not structurally intact for various reasons, death of a parent, divorce, separation, desertion and illegitimacy. In this case a family was never completed and this analysis becomes more necessary because life in a single parent family can be stressful for both the child and the parent, such families are faced with the challenges of diminished financial resources (Childrens defense fund 2004).
Birtch et al (2006), analyses that the relationship between parental involvement and students’ academic achievement is stronger when academic achievement is represented by a more global indicator of academic achievement rather than by academic subject indicators.
Family background tends to a negative association with the academic success whereas parental engagement like volunteering in most cases should be positive correlations. Similarly, the relations between families and academic achievement also need to consider children’s family structure. A mother does homework with her children and it is generally acknowledged that family environment is the most powerful influence in determining the child’s academic motivation and achievement.
The social position of any family determines the ability of the parents to cater for their children in many areas of life that includes food, shelter and clothing as well as education requirements. 
Summary of Literature Review
It is important to note that education process and success is positively impacted by favorable home learning opportunities such as parents encouraging that their children have the right feeding, have security, and are happy and calm. They further reported that creating a positive physical and mental atmosphere in the home helps to prepare students to be ready and able to learn. A parent child relationship characterized by nurturing, acceptance and encouragement as well as parents’ responsiveness to the child needs correlates with positive academic performance. 
However extension parental over protectiveness, authoritarianism, disapproval and punishment often have a negative relationship with students’ academic performance. The relationship family socio-economic status and the academic performance have been well established in sociological research.
Regionally, according to (2014), report by a task force on improving the performance of public secondary schools commissioned by the government secondary schools in the city was at all the time low. Only 50% of pupils complete secondary schools due to lack of school fees or insufficient facilities.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
Introduction:
This Chapter covers Research methodology used in conducting this research work. It shows the research design, the population of the study, technique used. 
Research Design 
	A research design encompasses the method and procedures employed to conduct scientific research (Thomas, 2002). Case study, method of research design, was used. This enabled the Researcher to conduct an exploratory and explanatory investigation on the effect of separation of parent on the students academic performance in social studies in the school of junior secondary school in Ilorin East local government area Kwara state.
Population
All research questions address issues that are of great relevant to important groups of individuals know as a research population. 
Daramola (2001) stated that population refers to the numbers of people, objects or element in which the researcher is interested, a researcher population is a set of all possible cases of interest in a given research activities. 
	A research population is generally a large collection of individuals or events that is the main focus of a scientific query i.e. it is for the benefit of the research population that research is done. 
	In view of this the population of study will comprise of all the schools in Ilorin East local government in Kwara state.
Sample and Sampling Technique
	Sample can be defined as a proportion or fraction of the population of study which are taken and studied in order to make a representation to the whole of the population of the study (M. Sagagi, 2004). Due to the large size of the population of study, researchers often cannot test every individual in the population because it will be too expensive and time consuming. This is the reason why the researchers rely on taking sample. 
	The Sampling Technique used in selecting respondents is Stratified Sampling Method: stratified sampling method is a probability sampling technique where the researcher divides the entire population into different sub-groups or strata. Then randomly selects the final subjects proportionally from the different strata. Junior secondary Schools in Ilorin East local government in Kwara state comprises of private and public schools. 
	From the above strata of colleges of education, Ten (10) respondents were selected each. The rationale behind using stratified sampling method is to ensure the presence of the key sub-group within the sample selected. 
1. C & S College, Ilorin 
2. Government Day Secondary School, Ilorin
3. Community Secondary School Oke – Oyi, Ilorin.
4.  Kings Academy Fate, Ilorin  
5. Army Day Secondary School, Ilorin. 
	In collecting relevant data for the Research work, Both Primary and Secondary data were collected and analyzed. The Primary Date was collected through the administration of Questionnaire to the fifty (50) respondents, who were selected, Ten (10) each from stratum of Five (5) sub-group 
Research Instrument
The instrument adopted is questionnaire titled Effect of parent separation on the students’ academic performance in social studies in the Junior Secondary school in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara state. The questionnaire contain two section i.e. A and B. section A consist of respondent personal data such as name of school, sex, educational qualification years of teaching and marital status.
	Section B consists of questions items systematically structured to measure the influence the staff motivation on the student academic performance in social studies. The respondents are to tick, Agree, and Disagree
Validity of Instrument
According to Adewumi (2008) a measuring instrument is valid when it measure truly and accurately what it is supposed to measure. Ali (2003) said validity refers to the degree to which a test measure what purport to measures
	After the preparation of the instrument, the researcher gave it to experts and finally submitted to supervisor. The instrument was subjected to thorough examination before it was used.


Reliability of the Instrument
This is affirmed that a measuring instrument is said to be reliable if it measures consistently under varying condition and at different time a person performance or trait. A person performance or trait should be the same or similar if the measuring is taken at different times
Reliability is the degree to which an instrument yields consistent scores when it is administered several times.
Administration of the Instrument
The administration of the questionnaire was done by the researcher himself through personal contact with the respondents. The researcher went to the sampled institutions to administer the instrument. The instrument was immediately collected for analysis.
Data Analysis 
	Data collected were analyze through the use of table of frequency, means and simple percentages method and the results of this analysis were used in making the decision of whether to accepts or reject the null hypothesis.

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with presentation of result of the date obtained on the research topic which is “effect of parental separation on social studies student in some selected school in Ilorin east local government”.
This chapter contains two part the first part contain the analysis of the demographist data of the respondent while the second part entails the summary of the result. 
Result 
Research question one: - will single parent family have any significant influence on students’ academic performance.
Table one: - summary analysis of the responses of respondent from statement 1, 2, 3 and 4.
	S/N
	STATEMENT 
	SA
%
	A
%
	D
%
	SD
%

	1. 
	Parent separation has significant effect on student 
	36
72%
	13
26%
	0
0%
	1
2%

	2. 
	Single parent cannot success fully nurture their child 
	20
40%
	18
36%
	4
8%
	8
16%

	3. 
	Single parent family has implication on student academic achievement in school 
	18
36%
	23
46%
	7
14%
	2
4%

	4. 
	Parents has a great contribution or impact on the student success on the student success in school 
	39
78%
	8
16%
	3
6%
	0
0%


Field: survey, 2024
The family background place has a big on the academic performance of student  at all level of education in school system it is unanimously accepted that the quality of family interaction has importance association with the children academic motivation and achievement(Ryan 2000)
In addition parent separation as a great significant effect on student academic preferment in the various course of study, with view of 98% of respondent generally accepted that parents (both parent) has a great influence on student while 2% of the remaining respondents disagreed with the statement.
The concept of  suturing the student by the parent are mostly emphasis that single parent family cannot successfully nurture their children perfectly because the role of the ether of the two on the children cannot by jeopardize with the support  of 76% of the respondent affirmed that statement while 24% of other respondent disaffirmed to the statement.
More so, single parent family has implication on student achievement in school most of the respondent with the 82% of them proclaimed that single parent in nurture the children has implication most especially negative part on the student academic achievement in school while 18% of the academic achievement is associate to the motion.
Mean while it is unanimously accepted that parents has a great significant contribution or impact to ward to the student success in school with the support of 94% of the respondent while 6% oppose the views.
According to Morgan élan stress that combination of family structure to examine differences of the parent horned the academic goals orientation on African student most especially in Nigeria.
Research Question Two: Do parent socio – economic statuses have any significant influence student academic performance?
Table 2: summary analysis of the responses of the respondents from statement 5, 6, 7 and 8.

	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
%
	A
%
	SD
%
	D
%

	5
	Economic status of both parent affect the student academic performance in school
	3
6%
	41
82%
	6
12%
	0
0%

	6
	Parents social exposure reflect on the student academic achievement 
	18
36%
	19
38%
	1
2%
	12
24%

	7
	Parent ideology has significant relationship towards students academic achievement in school
	20
40%
	27
54%
	3
6%
	0
0%

	8
	Parent emotional trauma has the effect on the student comprehension and assimilation during the teaching and learning process.
	20
40%
	15
30%
	11
22%
	4
8%


Source: Field Survey, 2024.
Agira L.A (2017) stated that home affect the individual since the parent are the first sociality agents in an individual life.
The financial contributions are prior responsibility of the parents towards the student in the school. 88% of the respondents emphasized that economic status of the parent as great significant impact on the student most especially the academic performance of such student while 12% of the respondents disputed to the assertion.
More so, the environment and social exposure of the parent can influence the student attitudes which determine the student seriousness.
	74% of the respondents unanimously agreed that parent social exposure reflect on the student academic achievement in school while 36% of the respondents disagreed to the statement respectively.      
 Social exposure of the parent as correlation to the parent ideology. The ideological perspectives of the parents reflect on the student seriousness and as well as academic performance of such student. In view of this 94% of the respondents agreed to the motion while 6% of the respondents disagree and strongly disagree to the statement respectively.
Uwaif 2018 is of the view that parent individual differences at home play a tremendous to road in making the child or student what he/she is. In view of the aforementioned above 70% of the respondents agreed that emotional trauma has effect on the student comprehension and assimilation during the teaching and learning process while 30% of the respondents opposed the statement.
Research Question Three:  Do student from single parent family performed better that student from intact family.
Table three:- showing parent family performed better than statement 9,10,11,and 12
	S/N
	STTEMENT 
	SA
%
	A
%
	D
%
	SD
%

	9
	Single parent family usually nurture the student perfectly than intact (both parent) 
	2
4%
	8
16%
	13
26%
	27%
54%

	10
	Parent (both parent) usually nonchalant and lackadaisical behavior before the student attitude in school  
	23
46%
	17
34%
	2
4%
	8
16%

	11
	Both parents are preferably to nurture the children than the single parent 
	31
62%
	16
32%

	2
4%
	1
2%

	12
	Single parent family student perform excellently than both parent 
	2
4%
	12
24%
	8
16%
	28
56%


Source:-  field of Survey, 2024
Globally Hargreaves(2002) reported that student with parents (both parent)who are involved in their school tend to have fewer problems, and better academic performance and are more likely to complete high school than students who are not involved in their school.
However, the impact of the both parents in nurturing the child (students) cannot be over emphasize due to the great in view of this minority of the respondent will drain that single perfectly than the both parent irruption of the gender. While 80% of the respondent posited that the single parent cannot and will not nurture the child perfectly than the intact family irrespective of exposure, environment, and wealth by the parent.
From the analysis aforementioned above 80 % of the respondent stress further that parent emotional trauma (nonchalant and lackadaisical attitude) reflect on the students which hindered the student academic achievement in school while 20% of the remaining respondent disputed to the statement.
In addition most of the respondent were unanimously agreed with the portion of 94% posited that intact family background challenges than the single parent but 6% of the respondent oppose the motion.
	To crown it all there is a significant difference between the single parent family and intact family (both parent) to nurture the children in as much that the existence of the two or both has its key responsibility to play on such children. 
Research Question: Does student gender have any influence on student academic performance?
Table Four: showing the analysis of respondent responses from statement 13,14 and 15.
	S/N
	STATEMENT 
	SA
%
	A
%
	D
%
	SD
%

	13
	Gender usually has influence in student academic performance in school  
	2
4%
	15
30%
	13
26%
	20
40%

	14
	Female student usually perform well than male counterpart in school 
	1
2%
	32
64%
	8
16%
	4
8%

	15
	 Gender discrimination by the parent usually implicate the student achievement 
	6
12%
	32
64%
	8
16%
	4
8%


Source:  Field Survey, 2024
Wolpin (2006) used the exogenous variation in family background to determine the casual relationship between family background and the child academic performance. 
Gender is one of the components to determine the rate of student performance the sexes. From this 34% of the respondent affirmed that gender usually influence student performance in school while 46% of the respondent disagreed to the statement that gender has impact on student academic in school. 
Mean while some of the respondent believe that female student perform woefully in education sector than their main counterpart in school while 78% of the respondent disputed to the statement that postulated female student usually perform better than their male counterpart.
In conclusion the gender discrimination from the parent can hindered the student achievement in school with the support of 76% of the respondent while 24% of the respondent oppose to their section proclaim by the first respondent.    
Discussion of Result
	Academics are one of the most important aspects of a student life, with good grades, students are able to get into colleges and universities, and allow them to earn degrees in order to obtain jobs that they want. If the relationship between the student’s parents is unstable and filled with conflict, this can alter the student’s academic performance. (Afifi, 2013; Brown, 2012; Overland, 2012).
Udansky and Wolf (2008) identified single parenting as a major problem on the rise. Parent separations is a common phenomenon in the community today, but still represent a major life stressor for the individuals involved, with potentially strong negative consequences for the mental and physical health of all members of the family. The effect of separation on child academic performance has been the subject of research attention for several decades, and has long been viewed as the cause of a range of serious and enduring behavioural and emotional problems in children and adolescents (Kelly & Emery, 2003).
Children who have experienced parental separation frequently have lower academic achievement than children from non-Separated parents (Wolchick, 2002). In a review done on family and school factors related to adolescents’ academic performance, it noted that it is two times more likely for a child from a separated parents to drop out of high school than a child from a non- Separated parents. These children from Separated parents may also be less likely to attend college, resulting in the discontinuation of their academic career (Rodgers & Rose, 2001). 
According to Stephens (2006) and Salami(2008), adolescents from broken homes are usually associatedwith antisocial behaviour and poor academic records.Empirical research confirmed that children of Separated parents are atan increased risk for the development of psychological,behavioural, social and academic problems (Amato, 2000;Amato, 2001; Amato & Keith, 2001; Emery, 2009;Hetherington, Bridges &Insabella, 2008; Kelly, 2000).
Yongm and Yuanzhang, (2008) made it clear that in some cases children who experience separation or divorce do not always perform well or achieve academically. Amato and Keith (2001) and Amato (2001) found that, children of Separated parents with that of children of parents who were married to each other. According to Borgers, Dronkers and Van Praag (2006), educational outcomes of children living with a single mother were generally poorer than those of children living with two parents although fairly small in the magnitude. Children of Separated parents are at risk of lower academic performance than their peers from non-divorced families (Hetherington & Elmore, 2003; McLanahan, 2009; Mulholand, Watt, Philpott&Sarlin, 2004). The modest differences decrease but do not disappear when income and intellectual ability are controlled.






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
	This study conducted to find out the effect of parental separation on student academic performance in social studies in some selected junior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. Simple random sampling techniques were adopted to select five secondary schools. The numbers of respondents used were fifty (50) which selected ten (10) each from the stratum of five subs –group school.
	The questionnaire was administered to the respondent by the researcher through personal visit to sampled secondary school and due consultation were made with school authorities simple percentage method was used to ascertain the reliability of the instrument.
	In the course of this research, it has been clearly discovered that the effect of parental separation on the student academic performance in secondary school cannot be over emphasis because of it great significant effect to student achievement.
	However, analysis of the data for this study show that all the four research questions formulated for the purpose of the study were pointing to the negative effect of parental separation on student academic performance in school. 
	The result and finding of this study shows that parental separations have great significant effect on the student achievement in their various courses. In addition, it revealed that 50% of the school teachers have experience the various family challenges on the student which later hindered the student comprehension and assimilation toward the student academic performance in school.
Conclusion	
The study found out that a single parenthood had a negative relationship with academic performance and families quality functions had a very supportive achievement on the children’s academic performance both scholastic educational attainment and other healthy related issues.
On the issue of parental educational level is was concluded that the level of education of parents had an impact on their children’s academic performance. It was also concluded that the educational level of parent had a consistent direct relationship on the children’s cognitive and behavioural outcomes.
On family financial situation if was concluded that there is a direct relationship between parental financial and human capital on the successful learning experience of their children and their academic success and equally low income of parents had a negative academic performance expectations on their children.
On matters of family size it was concluded that in most big families the size of the family had no relationship with the academic performance of their children but on the other hand it was revealed that children from large families were found to perform poorly in schools than children from small families.
Recommendations
In view of the findings discussed in this study, the following recommendations were made.
1. The researcher recommended that the families should be structured on a functionality level to avoid single parenthood if academic performance has to be achieved.
2. The researcher also recommended that for children to attain academic achievement the family should have stable income from whatever source.
3.  The researcher recommended that parents should endeavour to be also academically sound if they have to influence their children’s academic performance.
4. The researcher also recommended that a family size should also be average size if the parent have to meet all the basics of their children if the children have to achieve academically.
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APPENDIX
Effect of parental separation on the student’s academic performance of social studies students in some selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state  
	S/NO
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Parent separation has significant effect on student academic performance  
	
	
	
	

	2
	Single parent cannot successfully nurture their child 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Single parent family has implicating on student academic achievement in school
	
	
	
	

	4
	Parents has a great contribution or impact on the students success in school  
	
	
	
	

	5
	Economic status of both parents affect the student  academic performance in school
	
	
	
	

	6
	Parents social exposure reflect on the student academic achievement in school 
	
	
	
	

	7
	Parent ideology has significant relationship towards students academic achievement in school
	
	
	
	

	8
	Parent emotional trauma has effect on the student comprehension and assimilation during the teaching and learning process 
	
	
	
	

	9
	Single parent family usually nurture the  student perfectly than intact family (both parent)
	
	
	
	

	10
	Parent (both parents) usually non – chalant and lackadaisical behavior before the student which influence the student attitude in school 
	
	
	
	

	11
	Both parents are preferably  to nurture the children than the single parent  
	
	
	
	

	12
	Single parent family student perform excellently than both parent 
	
	
	
	

	13
	Gender usually has influence  on student academic performance in school
	
	
	
	

	14
	Female student usually perform well than male counterpart in school
	
	
	
	

	15
	Gender discrimination by the parent usually implicate the student achievement 
	
	
	
	




