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ABSTRACT
	The effect of early marriage on the education of the females has been an age long punice history G.D.S.S as a human society is not left out in this issue. Therefore, this research work is aimed at examining the causes of effects or early marriage in G.D.S Ilorin east local government area of Kwara state. The cause of early marriage among young girls in secondary schools have been discussed a lot and the effects are also discussed in this study, each chapter contains different sub topics, chapter one focus on the purpose of the study, chapter two is the reviewed of related literature, chapter three deals with the methodology, chapter four is concerned with discussion of the result and conclusion.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
The choice of the title of this work was as a result of the outery of people on early marriage and how it affects the education of females. In order for such research to be carried out effectively, G.D.S.S Karuma secondary schools in Ilorin east local government area would be used.
	There are some likely assumptions why our young girls go into early marriage  on time. The loss of either one or both parents, unexpected pregnancy, poverty of parents which makes if difficult to take good care of them and the exposure to be faith being an orphan as well as the attitude of their parents and the society to them. It could be said that all these factors lead to high increase of early marriage among young secondary school girls.
	Early marriage among girls has un-foretold effects oin the society and the academic field. It has led to the poor education among the female hence, shortens their academic attainment. It is one of the contribution factors to the standard of education. On the society, the real mutual support are lacking, as they were not emotionally matured to be house wives and mothers.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose for this study is as follows:
To identify the cause of early marriage in G.D.S.S Karuma Ilorin East local government area in Kwara state. It is very important to note that there must be causative factors that lead to this incidence of early marriage among the females in secondary school. The study also intend to examine the effects of early marriage on the academic pursuit of secondary school females in the said local government area. Since this marriage are contracted at very tender ages. There is need to examine what impact it has on the academic performance of victims and development of the area and to suggest solutions to the problems of early marriage on these girls.
Statement of the Problem
When early marriage is maintained in our society today it cause eyebrow raising. One may ask “what is early marriage” it is the result of the union of two persons as husbands and wives without the requisite psychological maturity.
	The problem which motivated this study is that early marriage is very common and mostly found among secondary schools girls in G.D.S.S karuma Ilorin east local government area in Kwara state.
	Marriage is an important institution, it can be defined as “ A contract of love between two sex until death” it is a contract to give right to each other and justice demand that contract be fulfilled. It serves to express established and command love in the conjugal act of knowing too well that is the most permanent and intimate of all contracts.
	Female students are no longer have patience to complete the post-primary despite government efforts to improve the quality of education. Most of the female students constitute a greater number of dropouts in the society while some who remain in school do not perform well this resulting in the falling standard of education.
Research Questions
For the purpose of this research work into early marriage as it affects the education of secondary school girls in G.D.S.S Karuma Ilorin East local government area.
The researchers are making the following assumptions: 
1. A number of societal problems have compelled our young girls in secondary school to engage in early marriage.
2. Early marriage leads to abrupt and to academic pursuit among female students and hence shortens their academic attainment.
3. Early marriage is said to be attributed to education in the general population which invariably means the reduction in the school overall performance. 
4. Early marriage has the female wards not to aim high in their pursuit of academic. This is as a result of wealth and love for their husband, that is, emotionally  disturbance will be their pre-occupation in the every day lives.
Significance of the Study
The effects of early marriage on the academic pursuit among secondary school girls will be established. This will go a long way towards helping educational personnel to understand the reasons for these personal problems. 
	Moreover, the study intends to present this work because of the apparent originality of the topic and the need to make available findings on it to the average reader of today.
	Finally, the study will not be useful to the victims but also the parents who will now know the adverse effects of early marriage on the education of their children.
Scope/Limitation of the Study
 The area of the study is G.D.S.S in Ilorin East local government area of Kwara state. The two secondary schools in the town would be used, the schools are:
Karuma Secondary School, Akerebiata.
Play fair Memorial college, G.D.S.S.
Definition of Terms
For the purpose of this study, the following words were used to mean what the researcher has started below so as to avoid ambiguity and misconception of any ideas express in the paper.
Early Marriage: it is the entering of matrimonial status pre-maturity either on the part of the male or female human being, the pre-maturity of marriage may be on the basis of being too young age wise inadequate psychological and psychological development as to perform the function of parenthood and the associated duties. In other words, it is legal union of a man and a woman as husband and wife earlier than usual.
Effects: to mean the impact or consequence of an action or a cause.
Affect: it means something having influence on an object.
Education: according to Farrant education is the process of learning to live as useful and acceptable member of the community to which one belongs.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Problem of Early Marriage
The problem of early marriage is one of the greatest social issue in the contemporary society of G.D.S.S Ilorin east local government area of Kwara state. The problem for early marriage seriously affects the education of the female.
	The research work being undertaken therefore puts more attention on the effects of early marriage in secondary school girls. It is necessary to now throw more lights on what marriage is and to review existing literature related to early marriage.
	Some problem have been advance as cause of female students drop out of secondary school. These include lack of adequate financial support, family support, peer group and adolescent stage of development, lack of self-discipline is also said to be one of the major causative problem of early marriage in female students in secondary schools.
Meaning of Marriage
	According to the advanced learner’s dictionary of current English by R.S. Horn et at, marriage is a union of man and a woman as husband and wife, state of being married.
	Marriage could be defined as a legal union between man and a woman who have vowed before God and to love themselves and to live together forever in spite of all odds.
	Marriage is the joining of man and woman not only to produced children, but also involves in its highest from a union of body, mind and spirit. Therefore is a union of the body and spirit of a man and woman in wedlock.
	Odunde in a family circle publication (1985) defines marriage “God calculated and premeditated divine institution designed for a permanent life might be useful and helpful to each other”. He rests his definition on the Bible story of creation, when God said it is not good that man should be alone and decide to created a helpmate for him. The Qur’an Holy Book of the Muslims also support the Bible story no marriage institution.
	Basher and Mohammed (1980) looked at marriage as a civil contract made by a two or more persons so that man and woman may establish their homes marriage requires the full agreement of both parties without compulsion being brought to bear on either person.
A marriage, which takes place forcibly, is considered null and void. 	When a agreement is reached between the two, the men pays to the women’s parent bride money (dowry or bride wealth) which is taken to appreciate but not a purchase price or a form of remuneration. Okafor (1981) vies marriage as a system by which a society recognizes the right of a man and a woman to live together and have a stable sexual relationship.
	Early marriage is becoming more frequent, the age of marriage for girls have been going down and people now marry earlier than before.
Causes of Early Marriage
Generally, it is unwise for a girl to marry before twenty-two years of age, well educated people. The reason is that an educated person is generally order marrying and therefore known better about the choice of whom to marry.
Parents have their own share of he cost of early marriage among their daughter. Most parents allow their daughters to choose their life partners and not think of the degree of physical and psychological maturity is essential. They do not consider any future circumstances. They just push their daughter into premature and careless marriage.
Parents ignorance and poverty affect the education their daughters, it ia explained by three meals a day for their children, let alone buying them books and clothes necessary for schooling.
Many farmers (1980) said, “No doubt pregnancy something precipitate violence and this phenomenon as given rise to a make of mainly insubstantial hypothesis”.
Asuquo (1981) is of the view that it is a truly university acknowledge that no single man in a possession of good fortune must be in want of a wife in the same vein, a man’s concept of marriage is an effort of settle down. But this is not the philosophy behind many teenage marriage that are witnessed today in our society neither is it a result of affection. Teenage marriage is the culmination of negative social influences. It is common in our contemporary society to find many boys and girls pair up as husband and wife without the consent of their parent.
Effect of early marriage
Having established the cause of early marriage it is only proper that we state some of the effect socially psychologically and economically.

Economic Effects
	Effects of each marriage economically is that the running of family shift to the parents of the husband. In a situation where the husband and wife has no means of livehood during the marriage I.e where the parent is the sole bread winner, the vicious circle of the poverty win continue in the family and their will be little or no investment, thus, no development in the family
Social Effects
	The culture through occupation festival and our way of dressing how people interest and live in a society. Also the societal norms taboos etc and the societal belief on marriage and children, where parent influence early marriage of their children.
Psychological Effects
	Because of poor solid base for marriage their will usually be  constant stresses among the couple i.e fear of breading up the marriage. Also because of economic base, will be low living standard which may eventually lead to break up of the marriage
Solution to early Marriage
	Much of the unhappiness caused by early marriage on our society could be prevented if couples are patient enough and are ready to adduct to the situation they are. But reverse is the case today inspite of God’s injunction that marriage should be for life. since there is a solution to every problem many types of early marriage problem as a possible solution.
For a marriage to succeed, the two people need to be aware of expectation concerning preparation  for family responsibilities by marriage couples to high schools students.
i. Realizing the importance of maturity before entering into marriage
ii. Being familiar with the financial aspect of marriage
iii. Understanding the responsibilities of children and
Being able to apply basic home making  skills couples need to talk over their views on family roles during engagement period if they are to make a success of their marriage.
	The couples should be experienced and trust worthy before entering into marriage. Book of them i.e husband and wife should be able to cater for themselves and their children.
	It might be helpful it the government enacts a low – making compulsory for every family to be attached to a marriage counselor.
	Also the counselor should be able to counsel our youth in both primary and post primary schools pertaining to marriage both the advantages and disadvantages should be stressed on.
	During this period, the youths are helped to understand what marriage actually means. A bride knows where she stands, she is expected to go and live with her husbad and share his life not depending on the family.
Appraisal of Review of Related Literature
	The points discussed above are contribution made by individuals who have one time or the other found time to  find out some of the efforts of early marriage ion education of females in secondary school in G.D.S.S Ilorin east local government area of Kwara state. The literature review defines the actual or major effects leading to drop out and analysed them t know how far they have affected the female student of our secondary schools. It studies the effect such as economic effects, social effects and psychological effects the studies reviewed so far are quite related to the problem being studied because from different author’s definition of the effects of early marriage they agreed the basic fact early marriage is caused by some of all the factors reviewed in the book.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research Design
	Early marriage in Nigeria and in G.D.S.S Ilorin eats local government in particular is so serious that whatever effort will solve, it must indeed be well through out and executed with sheer determination. It must also be one that is clearly directed to all individual so as to help people which such problem out of danger. There is not doubt that the rate of early marriage problems ni our society today is very high and anybody doubting this should take a trip to ne of the rural areas in Kwara state in the country to verify things for himself. It is therefore on this account that this research was carried out on effects or early marriage in G.D.S.S Ilorin east local government area


Population and Sample
	The sample population of this research was drawn from the secondary school Ilorin east local government area, Karuma secondary school, Akerebiata and play air memorial college G.D.S.S for the confirmation of the built hypothesis. Out of five secondary schools in G.D.S.S Ilorin east local government area, two secondary schools were used.
1. Karuma secondary school, Akerebiata.
2. Play fair memorial college, Akerebiata.
In these schools, the researcher administered questionnaire; one hundred copies were given to the schools to ensure a nice sampling on how early marriage affect female education.
Instrumentation
	The main instrument used in the study wre questionnaire and oral interview on two early marriage effects the education of the females are illiterates and to make work easier for the researchers, those instrument were used people were selected and interview by random questionnaire method. Questionnaire method was also used for the literate respondents.
Administration of Instruments
	As regards the administration the research gave out the questionnaire to those who are ready cooperation. The interviewees before hand and will the use of interviewed scheduled. One of the whole 40 questionnaire were administered in G.D.S.S Ilorin east local government and environment while a reasonable ten people interviewed. In the process of date collection, on cannot but face certain problems during the administration of questionnaire and conduction of interviews. One of such problems encountered was the un-cooperative attitude of some people who thought that the questionnaire will be used for tax purpose or to know the number of people who have paid their tax up to date. Also, while some gave the excuse of not having one, others demanded for money before they could complete the questionnaires.
	Apart from the above stated problems, it was often difficult to get all the questionnaire completed and return at the right time. As for that interview, one had a book appointment with the people before on could get them interviewed.
Method of Data Analysis
	In the data analysis, the researcher will judiciously and objectively make use of the information pulled from the questionnaire used in the study. Questions and responses were classified in different tables. The goal was to give room for easier analysis and proper understanding.
	This responses were therefore analyzed to the questions that were elicited from them and graded according to the number of respondents hence percentage were determined.        

CHAPTER  FOUR
PRESENTATION OF DATA  AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Data
Table 1: Responses from students whether  they were married or not
	Variables 
	Responses 
	Percentages 

	Yes
	10
	9%

	No 
	60
	55%

	No responses
	40
	36%

	Total 
	110
	100%



The data in the table 1 indicate that 9% out of 110 samples students population claimed they were already married, 55% claimed that they were not married while 36% gave no response o the questions.


Table II: Response from students on tehri wish to marry son
	Age Bracket 
	Responses 
	Percentages 

	11-15
	20
	18%

	16-20
	05
	5%

	26-30
	04
	4%

	No responses
	79
	1%

	Total 
	110
	100%



Table II meant to deduce from the students theirs wish to marry to marry soon, 55% students were interviewed, 27% said they do not wish to marry son while 18% gave no response and were undecided


Table III: Response from students on the age at which they got married.
	Age Bracket 
	Responses 
	Percentages 

	11-15
	20
	18%

	16-20
	05
	5%

	26-30
	04
	4%

	NO responses 
	79
	1%

	Total 
	110
	100%



Table  iii shows the age at which them usually get married, 18% said they married between the age of 11 -15, 5% said between 16 – 20 , 4% involved themselves into marriage between 20 – 25, 19% answered 26 -30 while 72% did not give any response.
Table iv: Student on why they like to marry early
	Responses for marrying
	Response
	percentage

	Just to set married
	15
	14%

	To share the honour attached to married life
	45
	40%

	To do away with schooling and run home
	3
	3%

	No responses/undecided
	47
	43%

	Total
	110
	100%



Table iv indicates attempts to deduce from students their reasons for entering into their materials home early. This was based on the assumption that many girl wanted just to share the honour attached to married life as well as marrying for fun of it.
Table v: Student responses on whether unexpected and lead to early marriage in their places.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes, it does
	70
	64%

	No, it doesn’t
	10
	9%

	Don’t know
	5
	4%

	No Responses
	25
	23%

	Total
	110
	100%


 
Table v helped in finding out one part unexpected pregnancy played in early marriage amongst secondary school girls. Responses to his shows 64% agreed that unexpected pregnancy encourage them to early marriage, 9% said it does not, while 4% respondents were undecided with 23% giving no response.
Table vi: Student Reponses on whether parents childlessness lead to effect of early marriage.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes,
	70
	64%

	No
	20
	18%

	No Responses
	20
	18%

	Total
	110
	100%


 
Table vi: attempts to find out responses from secondary school girl whether childlessness leads to early marriage 645 said yes 18% said no while 18% were undecided.
Table vii: Student responses on whether their parents are often the brain behind their marrying early.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes,
	60
	55%

	No
	30
	27%

	No Responses
	79
	1%

	Total
	110
	100%



Table vii shows that reason why some secondary school girls marry early. The researcher wanted to know more whether parent are the brain behind early marriage. To this 55% said yes, 27% said no, while 18% remain dormant and gave no response.
Table viii: Responses on whether the female suffer any effect on earth marriage.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes,
	70
	64%

	No
	10
	9%

	No Responses
	30
	27%

	Total
	110
	100%


 
Table viii indicates attempts to deduce from student whether female suffer any effect of early marriage. Response to this showed that 64% agree that female suffer in early marriages 9% said no, while 27% gave no response.
Table ix: Response on whether religion differences have any impact on earth marriage.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes, it does
	20
	18%

	No, it doesn’t
	30
	27%

	No Responses
	60
	55%

	Total
	110
	100%


 
Table ix shows that 185 agree tha religion differences have impact on early marriage 27% said no it doesn’t while 55/5 said they don’t know.
Table X: Response from students on whether early marriage is good for the female.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Yes
	30
	27%

	No
	50
	46%

	No Responses
	30
	27%

	Total
	110
	100%



Table X attempt to find oput responses from secondary school girls whether early marriage is good for the female, 27% said yes, 46% said no while 27% were undecided and gave no responses 
Table XI: Responses from student on what they think are effect of early marriage.
	Variables
	Responses
	Percentage

	Economic effect
	40
	37%

	Social effect
	50
	45%

	Psychological effect
	20
	18%

	Total
	110
	100%



Table XI meant to deduce from the students on what are the effects of early marriage 37% agreed on economic effect. 45% agree on social effect while 18% agree on psychological effect.
Table XI: Responses from student to suggest reasons for curbing early marriage
Hypothesis 1
Research Question
	Numerous societal problem have promoted young girls in secondary schools to plunge into early marriage. Such problem can been seen from some of data constructed by the questionnaire completed by the student.
	One of the causes of early marriage among secondary school; girls is the desire to just marry  studying the responses in table IV. It could be seen that a total of 15% of the student claimed they just wanted to get married and share the honor attached to married life victims of the reasons said they would like to get married so as to be able to replace themselves in case of reason for their choice. Secondly they said they would like to give birth in their  ages possible. 
	They as argued that most of their ages mate who were not in school was read married and they needed to join this group and enjoy themselves in their matrimonial homes. Reasons given by these students have no strong social and economic asking these reason were born out of childishness to rush into marriage without knowing all the thing  and implications involvement. The researcher further showed that unexpected pregnancy could force people to marry prematurely in their localities.
	In tables V 64% of the students claimed that unexpected pregnancy leads to early married. The obvious result of unexpected pregnancy is usually the marriage between the couple. It is a fact the most marriages in the society today owe their origin to unexpected pregnancy. Even there have been series of write – ups that support this view. One of them marry farmer ()1980) has this to say, “No doubt, Pregnancy, sometime precipitate violence and this phenomenon, has give rise to more of mainly unsubstantial hypothsis” parents also contributed to their children every marriage. This can be seen in the response in table VII where 555 of the students maintained that their parent were responsible for marrying early. The reason  for this is because most of the parent are too poor and have children, so they find it difficult to make care of them hence, they give the group ones into marriage to lesson their burden. No wonder Ache (1980) wrote on the extend to which parent’s poverty influence children’s education. Thus, may parents in Nigeria are too poor to provide three books and their children let alone buy the books and clothes necessary for schooling. There was a case of a girl whose parent put her in matrimonial homes because of financial problem that is to  set money and food to enjoy and also save their lives. The loss of either one or both parent and to early marriage among students. In other words, being an orphan could be a contributing factor to early parents, lead them to result at lasting early marriage. The reasons for this is to lesson the burden of whoever has been rendering a helping had to such students.
	From these reasons, it could therefore be seen that such societal problem as the implicit desire to just get married unexpected pregnancy. Poverty among parents, exposure to the fate to being an orphans, as well as the attitude of parents and societal invariable lead to the high incidence of early marriage among girls in secondary school in G.D.S.S Karuna Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Hypothesis ii
	Religion difference contributed to early marriage in the area of study obviously the findings revealed that religious difference contribute to early marriage in G.D.S.S Karuna. In fact, it us revealed that people look  for religious denomination before accepting hand in marriage. In case where there is religious difference among couple, some parents might not accept the marriage. Either the husband or wife’s parents may be against the marriage, which may result into problems between we couple.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary 
	The researcher coveted information for this work through the use of questionnaire for the students. Questionnaire for the research were 100 while the oral interview is 10. Then 110 altogether were collected and this was as a result of on – the – spot collection. Questionnaires and the structured question for the oral interview rendered a great effort for the authentic finding of this research. It is important to note that only in one or two cases the disparity between an assumption made and the critical finding recorded. This slight disparity occurred in the very first question local were put forward to the student as it is recorded in table 1.
	Where as the question were based on the proposition that many girls marry at school, vest majority of the respondents of 55% said they were unmarried. Thus is quit surprising considering that respondents in the table VI also said, their purpose of getting married soon is to do away with schooling and run a home. it is believed that there was a high incidence of early marriage among the secondary education.
	Furthermore, government should legislated against early marriage, especially of girls and child abuse. The local government council should liaise with the state education board and pass a bye – law beginning any form to marriage among student in any of the school within their area of jurisdiction. Any violator should be punished prosection of such student in extreme condition. It is however understandable that the education board has such regulation, but the present practice only deals with pregnancy student which in even not implemented to the later due to some corrupted school heads. To forestall this each school should have disciplinary committee whose duty will be to treat such cases a marriage while at school.
	As teachers, it is necessary to have a regular organization of school debates on such topic as “why it is not good to marry at early age” this will help to inculcate a sense of hashed far early marriage.
	Sex education should be taught in schools. So as to prepare our young girls for the life after schools and family planning must form an integral part of our curriculum.
Conclusion
	The following are capable highlights of information gathered in the study. One of the causes of early marriage is the desire to just get married. Unexpected pregnancy among the unmarried students.
	The loss of either one or both parent is a causative factor too. Some students lost on or both parents and as such finding things difficult, therefore marriage then become solution to her problems.
	Poverty on the other parts of parents many parenet could not afford to send their children in general their daughter in particular to school because they lack the financial strength for the venture. Many parents prefer to use their children for labour to put body and soul together.
	Ascribed roles of women it is generally believed by many people in the society that women are just to born and rear children and carry out domestic duties. Hence such people do not regard women education as important.
	Problems of getting husband after schooling it is because by some people that if women are highly educated, they might find it difficult to get married because: they might be considered very old for married by some men and out of ignorance, some men keep off form such educated women because they think they would be living ostentations life style. This probably explains why some girls run away from courses whose training duration is long. Such courses like medicine, Archecture and Engineering.
	Early marriage leads to poor academic pursuit among students is one of the significant factors responsible for the apparent falling standard of education.
Recommendation
	A critical examination to the above factor calls for suggestion as to the ways and means of aveviating the problems of early marriage in our society. Bearing this in mind, the researcher makes the following recommendations, which if followed will help in solving the problems.
	Government should give adequate attention to women education by providing incentive that would encourage girls to be high educated. Such include the award of bursary scholarship, in service training programmes, opening of more secondary school girls. Authority admission to encourage.


REFERENCES
Aggraval, O. (2000). Introduction on Philosophy of Education. Ilorin Kwara State College of Education Chapter 1. Pg. 2.
Ajibola, O.A. (2000). “A handbook on methods of achievement analysis”. Pg. 19-21 (Class Mimeograph).
Bello, G.O. (1991). In Badmus, A and Oderinde, N.O.A. General Introduction to the theory and practical of education Ilorin: Kwara State College of Education. Chapter 1 p.6.
Fafunwa (1974). Introduction on History of Education. Ilorin: Kwara State College of Education Chapter 1 .pg.2. 
Federal Ministry of Education (1987). Guideline on Pre-primary Education, Lagos Government Printers.
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2008). The National Policy on Education. Lagos: Government Printers.

Abdullahi, H.(1980). Islam in focus, America, America Trust Publication

Auale, M (1980) Family Living, Co . New York Macmillan. Odunda D. (1985). My Answer to Marriage and Life

Question. Enugu. Adunde Famila Circle Publication OLawepo. J.A (1991). A Systematic Guide to the Research Process Ilorin, Haylee Books

Onigu, O. and Ogionwo (1984). An introduction to Socialogical studieds. Anambra, Heinemann publication.    
