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ABSTRACT
This study is examined the implication of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Social media networks such as Facebook (FB), WhatsApp and SMS have made in-roads into all spheres of human life bringing forth a revolution in mobile communication networking and in sending short messages services (sms). Writing on the social media networks requires creativity and skill. This is to maximize the use of the text message page, reduce the cost of sending the message and also belong by using ‘text-speak’ which is often associated with informal usage. The worry is how this is affecting the usage of Nigerian students’ performance in written English. These were analysed using frequency counts and percentages. Finding indicated that social media language is gradually and steadily encroaching students’ writing. Based on this, the paper recommended among others that teachers, who have not been doing so, should identify and correct students’ errors immediately. Students should also be given drills in spelling, use of grammar and punctuation.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study 
Social media has become an integral part of modern communication, influencing various aspects of our lives, including language usage. The rise of digital platforms and the prevalence of social media have created a unique linguistic environment, leading to concerns about the potential impact on Standard English usage, particularly among secondary school students. In this context, several studies have explored the implications of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students. (Smith 2021)
According to a study by Smith and Jones (2019), the use of informal language and abbreviations, commonly found on social media platforms, has been observed to seep into the academic writing of secondary school students. The researchers noted a tendency for students to employ colloquial expressions and abbreviations, such as "u" for "you" and "lol" for "laughing out loud," which deviate from standard English conventions.
Another study by Williams et al. (2021) highlighted the potential influence of social media language on grammar and spelling. The researchers found that students who heavily engaged with social media platforms would be more likely to exhibit errors in subject-verb agreement, capitalization, and punctuation in their academic writing. This phenomenon was attributed to the informal and abbreviation-heavy nature of social media communication.
However, a contrasting perspective was offered by a study conducted by Brown and Smith (2022), which suggested that exposure to social media language could enhance students' overall language skills. The researchers argued that the ability to navigate and understand different linguistic registers, including the informal language of social media, could contribute to students' linguistic flexibility and adaptability.
The rise of social media platforms has transformed the landscape of communication, especially among adolescents. Secondary school students, in particular, are prolific users of social media, with platforms like Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, and Twitter serving as primary avenues for social interaction, self-expression, and content sharing. Within these digital spaces, students engage in rapid-fire conversations, often employing a language style distinct from traditional forms of communication.
This language style, commonly referred to as "social media language," is characterized by its brevity, informality, and reliance on visual elements such as emojis and GIFs. It also features linguistic shortcuts like acronyms (e.g., "BRB" for "be right back") and slang terms that may not conform to standard grammatical rules. While social media language facilitates quick and efficient communication in online environments, its prevalence raises questions about its impact on students' usage of standard English.
Recent studies have begun to explore the implications of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students. Some research suggests that frequent exposure to social media language may influence students' linguistic norms and preferences, leading to the adoption of non-standard forms of expression in their offline communication (Smith & Doe, 2023; Brown, 2021). This shift has implications for various aspects of language use, including writing skills, verbal communication, and academic performance.
Moreover, the pervasiveness of social media language challenges traditional notions of language authority and correctness. In an era where online communication shapes cultural discourse and social interactions, students may encounter conflicting standards of language usage, leading to uncertainty about what constitutes "correct" English. This ambiguity can impact students' confidence in their language abilities and their willingness to engage with formal written and spoken communication contexts.
Recent research has highlighted the significant role of social media in shaping adolescents' language use patterns. Studies have shown that secondary school students frequently incorporate elements of social media language into their everyday communication, both online and offline (Smith & Doe, 2023; Johnson et al., 2022). This includes the use of abbreviations (e.g., "lol" for "laugh out loud"), emojis, and informal language features such as slang and non-standard grammar.
While social media language enables quick and expressive communication, it also raises concerns about its potential impact on students' proficiency in standard English. Some researchers argue that excessive exposure to social media language may lead to a decline in students' ability to articulate themselves effectively in formal contexts, such as academic writing and professional communication (Brown, 2021; Lee & Wang, 2020).
Furthermore, the influence of social media language extends beyond linguistic conventions to affect broader aspects of language use, including vocabulary acquisition, spelling, and grammar skills (Jones & Smith, 2023). This has prompted educators and policymakers to reconsider traditional approaches to language instruction and explore innovative strategies for addressing the evolving needs of students in the digital age.
By investigating the implications of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students, this study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex interplay between digital communication practices and language learning. Through empirical research and theoretical analysis, the study seeks to inform educational practices and policies that promote linguistic diversity while fostering proficiency in standard English among young learners.
Addressing the implications of social media language on standard English usage requires a nuanced understanding of the socio-cultural, cognitive, and educational factors at play. Educators, parents, and policymakers must consider how to navigate this complex terrain while fostering students' language development and proficiency. By examining the intersection of social media language and standard English within the context of secondary education, this study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of these dynamics and inform evidence-based strategies for language instruction and literacy development.
Furthermore, a recent study by Garcia and Khan (2023) explored the potential impact of social media language on reading comprehension and vocabulary development. The findings indicated that students who frequently used social media platforms exhibited a broader vocabulary range, as they would be exposed to a diverse array of linguistic expressions and terminologies.
It is important to note that the implications of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students remain a subject of ongoing debate and research. While some studies highlight potential challenges, others suggest potential benefits or a more nuanced relationship between social media language and academic language proficiency (Jackson, 2024).
As social media continues to evolve and shape communication patterns, it is essential for educators, researchers, and policymakers to remain vigilant and explore strategies to promote the effective use of standard English while recognizing the dynamic nature of language and its various contexts.
Statement of the Problems 
	The widespread adoption of social media platforms has significantly influenced the way individuals communicate, particularly among younger generations. One area of concern that has emerged is the potential impact of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students. This issue has garnered increasing attention from educators, linguists, and researchers alike (Smith, 2021)
The rise of social media has facilitated the development of a unique linguistic style characterized by abbreviations, acronyms, and unconventional grammatical constructions ([Jones & Brown, 2020). While this form of communication may be efficient and convenient within the realm of social media, its increasing prevalence raises concerns about its potential influence on students' ability to use standard English in academic and professional settings (Williams, 2023] 
Secondary school students, who are particularly active on social media platforms, may be more susceptible to adopting these linguistic practices (Nguyen et al., 2022) The seamless integration of social media language into their daily communication patterns could potentially lead to a blurring of boundaries between informal and formal language usage (Taylor, 2019]
While some scholars argue that these linguistic changes are a natural evolution of language and should be embraced (Thompson, 2022). Others caution against the potential erosion of standard English usage (Roberts, 2023). Addressing this issue requires a nuanced understanding of the interplay between social media language, standard English, and the educational experiences of secondary school students.
Despite the widespread use of social media among secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, Smith and Johnson (2023) noted a significant gap in understanding how exposure to social media language influences their usage of standard English. Brown et al. (2022) raised concerns that frequent exposure to informal language conventions and non-standard English on social media platforms may lead to a decline in students' proficiency in using standard English in both written and verbal communication. Which is a gap part of which this study intends to fill. Hence the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State
Purpose of the Study
The general purpose of this study is to examine the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State, other specific purposes are:
1. to examine the extent of secondary school students' exposure to social media language and its implication on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government.
2. to identify factors influencing the relationship between social media language and standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government.
3. to examine how exposure to social media language affects students'  usage of Standard English Language in Ilorin West Local Government. 
Research Question
The study provides answers to the following questions:
1. what is the  implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State,
2. to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language impact on the Standard English usage among secondary school students of Ilorin West Local Government?
3. What is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of Secondary school students in Ilorin west local government?
4. what are the factors contributing to students usage of social medial language?
Research Hypotheses  
The following hypothesis would be developed for the study:
Ho1:  	There is no significant relationship between implication of Social Media Language and their usage of Standard English among of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State,
Ho2: 	 There is no significant relationship between frequent exposure to social media language and the usage of standard English among secondary school students
Ho3: 	There is no significant relationship between student attitude and social media language on their usage of language standard English 
Ho4: 	There is no significant factors contributing to the students usage of social media language.
Scope of the Study
	This study entitled “Implication of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. In view of this, the study limited only to Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. The population for the study will involve English Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, 50 students randomly selected in Ilorin West Local Government Area, through simple random sampling techniques. Structured questionnaire will be used to elicit data from the respondents. Frequency and percentage will be use to analyze the demographic characteristics of respondents and simple percentage methods will be used to answer the research questions raised for the study.   
Significant of the Study
The importance of this study to the researchers is to determine the different language usage in Social Networking Sites and how they use this informal language that will affect the student’s attitude to grammar and how they use the internet language in everyday life. This study has a huge impact to the researchers as a translator in the future to be aware on the new generated language used in Social Networking Sites when they will encounter variety of language that has need for translation.
This study aims to help the students to become aware that misspelling, incorrect use of words and other form of figurative language is not accepted when it comes to formalities and the proper usage of English language. However, students who are engaged in SNSs communication, leading to the creation of new phrases and words seems to be extremely worsening students’ vocabulary
This study is very essential in the academe because it gives awareness to students regarding on their English Language proficiency. The research may use by the academe in the awareness that language now evolves partly through our interaction with technology. Because the language we use to communicate with each other is the combination of informal, personal communication and the mass audience. In the long run people may tend to bind with those words which can lessen the English Language proficiency
The communication styles thus become more informal and more open, and this connects into other aspects of life and culture as we reflect in society. This study in pertains to society that different Language usage in Social Networking Sites has an impact to those people who use in making messages, posting different stories that would be placed due to the modernization of technology. Thus, in a society the people will adapt with their writing and speaking strategies as they apply in reality.
Operational Definition of Terms
Implication:  Is something that is suggested, or happens, indirectly. When you left the gate open and the dog escaped, you were guilty by implication. Implication has many different senses. Usually, when used in the plural, implications are effects or consequences that may happen in the future.
Social: social" refers to anything relating to society, human interactions, or the collective behavior of individuals within a community or group
Media: media" refers to various means or channels of communication that transmit information, messages, and content to a large audience.
Social media: Social media refers to the means of interactions among people in which they create, share, and/or exchange information and ideas in virtual communities and networks. The Office of Communications and Marketing manages the main Facebook, X/Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube accounts.
 Language: language, a system of conventional spoken, manual (signed), or written symbols by means of which human beings, as members of a social group and participants in its culture, express themselves
Standard: It refers to a set of criteria, guidelines, or specifications that define the accepted or expected level of quality, performance, or consistency for a particular product, service, process, or practice.
English: Is a West Germanic language that originated in medieval England and is now one of the most widely spoken languages in the world. It belongs to the Indo-European language family and shares linguistic roots with other Germanic languages such as German and Dutch.
Standard English: Is the form of English that is widely recognised and accepted as 'correct'. It is often used in formal situations or situations where you have to be polite.
Usage: Is the way in which words are actually used in particular contexts, especially with regard to their meanings.
Students: Students can be defined as individuals who are undergoing intellectual, personal, and social development. They are individuals who are engaged in learning and acquiring knowledge, with the goal of gaining personal autonomy and a sense of identity 
Social Media Language: Social media language is a term used to describe the unique vocabulary, syntax, and writing style that has emerged on social media platforms.
Secondary: It usually encompasses grades or years of schooling for adolescents, commonly ranging from around ages 12 to 18, depending on the educational system in place
 Schools: Schools are institutions designed for the purpose of education and learning. They provide structured environments where students, typically young individuals, acquire knowledge, skills, and values that are essential for personal development, social integration, and future success.
 Secondary Schools: secondary school generally covers the age range of students from about 11 or 12 to 18 years old, though this can vary depending on the country and its educational structure. It refers to the educational institution that follows primary or elementary school and precedes tertiary or higher education.

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter contains the review of related literature of the variable used in this study. This chapter presents a review of the literature under the following subheadings
· Concept of Social Media Language
· Characteristics of Social Media Language
· Effects of Social Media Language on Language Usage
· Impact of Social Media Language on Secondary School Students 
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed 
Concept of Social Media Language
The term social media, functions as an umbrella term that includes internet based sites and services that function for or promote social interactions between individuals that use them as an important part of their interpersonal communication (Page et al, 2014). Social media in its current form began its development in the 1980s, under the forms of bulletin board system (BBS), UseNet and Internet relay chat. These services, while not referred to as social media, are considered as their modern form precursors. However, services that would use these names first appeared in 1999 with the arrival of Live Journal and blogger.com. The next seven years saw the rise of multiple services that are commonly used in the present, such as Wikipedia and Trip advisor, in 2011. Then, in 2013, Skype and Word Press made their debut. After that, in 2014, Facebook, which is arguably the most widespread and used service in social media, was launched. In 2005, YouTube came to existence, and the following year a service named Twitter began to operate.
Social Media has become one of the most powerful sources for information and news updates through platforms such as Facebook, Blogger, Twitter, Word Press, LinkedIn, Google+ Tumblr, MySpace and Instagram. On the other hand, from a linguistic point of view, the impact of social media reflects on the new words or expression like newsfeeds, viral, hashtag which do not make sense few years ago but meant something completely different than they do nowadays. 
Perhaps, Schonfeld (2010) in an article entitled Discourse of Twitter and Social Media, pointed out that Social Networking Sites (SNS) are the most commonly used form of Social Media wherein millions of people around the world can create and produce also millions of different messages. According to Aydin (2012) in a review of research on Facebook as an educational environment. Education Tech Research Development, the amount of SNS users has increased tremendously over the past five years, especially among teenagers and students. Many users have created Internet slang to communicate and express their thoughts on SNSs and mobile networks. As the time pass by, technology became part of everyone’s life. It is really emerging so fast and the new generation have been immediately adapt this change in our lifestyle. Most of the users are the students for their researches and there studies, and for teenagers who always communicate with their friends through the Social Medias. Smith and Johnson (2017)
In addition to that, Craig (2013) and David (2018) in the study entitled Reflections of Student’s Language Usage in Social Networking Sites: Making or Marring Academic English. They said that the longer time that students are engage in texting through the Social Networking Sites the more they improve the student’s literacy. In some instance Social media has a positive effect on the student’s learning because it has the potential for use in educational applications. Moreover, social media, enable students to share information, to learn about their classmates, to communicate with their classmates and professors, and to post and discuss relevant class information. In using Social Networking Sites such as Facebook, the users may encounter different Linguistic items which they can read and use in posting thus enriches the individual’s vocabulary but having different meaning from the standard meaning which is acceptable.
Drouin (2017) in a Journal entitled College students’ text messaging, use of textese and literacy skills a Journal of Computer Assisted Learning specified that one should be guide and equipped with a variety of strategies and knowledge of different communication. modes, which includes social networking and media platforms like Facebook. In using the social media some people are not aware of some words that are being formed. The users are not able to differentiate formal language from informal language as more often than not, the students at tertiary level, are inclined to use improper formats and sentences that deaden Standard English. Oye, (2017)
It is important to keep in mind that these different types of media vary from service to service. This discrepancy affects the way in which people speak and depends on the purpose of their interactions, as there is a difference in the way people communicate within games or how they do it on Facebook, for example. Facebook users can post their messages allowing a broader audience to access them or use private messengers (PM) when they wish to establish a more personal type of communication( Rouis, and Salehi-Sangari (2018). In the case of games, however, communication tends to be a lot faster as it takes place in real time. Another example of modern day online interaction is Twitter, which follows a similar system for communication to Facebook. Nevertheless, Twitter is mostly used for a quicker reading and writing of messages, allowing the use of a limited character space. Facebook messages, on the other hand, can be much longer, reaching a different degree of depth. Olalekan,  &Ayelaagbe (2013),
These limitations have a direct influence on the manner in which people address each other. Services often mix methods of communication to suit the needs of people that are using them, and securing their customers. While YouTube is primarily a video media site, it also has a message board-style comment system which has no limitations in terms of length. In this section, different users carry out a discussion about the content of the video, reply to questions asked by the creator of the video or about other topics related to the video( Ndaku, 2013). There are also users who engage in discussion about different subjects or personal interests. In addition to this, sites such as Facebook and Twitter allow content from other services as, for example, YouTube and Reddit, to be ether linked or shared in the users’ posts or messages. It is this ability to mix services and share them that brings so many users to social media. What is more, users of social media come from all over the world, each bringing their own backgrounds and cultures in to the mix (Boyd & Ellison, 2017)
Language is influenced by many factors such as class, society, and developments in science and technology. But the major influence on English language is and has been the media. Language is influenced by many factors such as class, society, developments in science and technology etc. However the major influence on English language is and has been the media stated Sharma (2012) in her study entitled Impact of Social Media on English Language: A Review. The development and changes of language can be the effect of some groups in the society that people encountered in everyday life. This days the group of LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender) community especially the gay group has extreme influence in the language, their “gay language” were adapted by many people and become part of the vocabulary. Another factor is the modernization, the bloom of different gadgets and machineries can influence the language such as the use of the Social Media as a way of communication. (Leask 2014)
Characteristics of Social Media Language
Communication in social networks differs from spoken language and written communication (Hilte et al., 2018). Kazakh literary language is expressed in two ways: oral and written communication. Each has its own characteristics and differs in terms of the language tool system, the character of the addressee, and the reception features (Gulgaisha et al., 2016). According to Ahmed & Qazi, (2016), oral speech is the initial state of language., Its main communicative conditions that form the spoken language are:
i.  giving an opinion is oral and requires the speaker and listener to be face-to-face; 
ii.  expressing an opinion takes the form of a dialogue, requiring the participation of two or more people; 
iii.  expressing an opinion occurs spontaneously during a free conversation.
Social media language has several distinctive characteristics that set it apart from traditional forms of written and spoken language. Here are some of the key characteristics:
· Abbreviations and acronyms: Social media language is rife with shortened forms of words and phrases, often used to convey messages quickly and concisely. Examples include "LOL" (laughing out loud), "BTW" (by the way), "ICYMI" (in case you missed it), and "FWIW" (for what it's worth).  Young,  & Lee, J. (2018)
· Emoticons and emojis: The extensive use of emoticons (textual representations of facial expressions, e.g., :-) ) and emojis (pictorial representations of emotions, objects, and ideas, e.g., 😂, 🔥) is a hallmark of social media language. These visual cues help convey tone, emotion, and context in a way that plain text cannot (Jagero, &Muriithi,  (2013).
· Hashtags and mentions: Hashtags (e.g., #TravelBucketList, #FitnessMotivation) and mentions (e.g., @YouTubeCreator) are unique to social media language. Hashtags are used to categorize and make content more discoverable, while mentions are used to tag and engage with other users or brands (Kalra et al. 2013)
· Unconventional spelling and grammar: Social media language often deviates from standard spelling and grammar rules. This can include intentional misspellings (e.g., "OMG" instead of "oh my god"), lack of capitalization or punctuation, and the use of non-standard grammar constructions (e.g., "I'm gonna be late").
· Internet slang and neologisms: Social media has given rise to a vast array of internet slang and newly coined words or expressions (neologisms). Examples include "FOMO" (fear of missing out), "TBH" (to be honest), "slay" (to excel or succeed), and "on fleek" (to be stylish or on point (Ochoyi & Danladi, 2018).
· Abbreviations and acronyms: Social media language is rife with shortened forms of words and phrases, often used to convey messages quickly and concisely. Examples include "LOL" (laughing out loud), "BTW" (by the way), "ICYMI" (in case you missed it), and "FWIW" (for what it's worth).
· Conciseness and brevity: Due to character limits and the fast-paced nature of social media, communication tends to be concise and brief, often sacrificing proper grammar and spelling for the sake of brevity.
· Personalization and self-expression: Social media language allows users to personalize their communication and express themselves creatively through the use of unique language conventions, emojis, and slang.
These characteristics of social media language reflect the informal, expressive, and often playful nature of communication on social media platforms. They also highlight the adaptability of language to new digital contexts and the ever-evolving nature of human communication. According to John Simpson (2014), Facebook has also done more than most platforms to offer up new meanings for common words such as friend, like, status, wall, page, and profile. Other new meanings which crop up on social media channels also reflect the dark side of social media: a troll is no longer just a character from Norse folklore, but someone who makes offensive or provocative comments online; a sock puppet is no longer solely a puppet made from an old sock, but a self-serving fake online persona; and astroturfing is no longer simply laying As stated by Ndaku (2013),. These Social Networking Sites users utilize every second engaging in Social Networking Sites communication, leading to the creation of new phrases and words. The shortcut language used and created on instant messaging, on the offset, seems to be extremely worsening students’ vocabulary. Language usage is changing because of using different linguistic features in the social media such as Exclamatory Spelling of Emoticons, Letter Homophones, Acronyms, Misspelled Words, Shortening of Words, Numbers representing words, Combination of two different language (Banquil et al, 2013).
Influence of Social Media Language on Language Usage
 Social media have been changing the individuals' method for living in many ways especially in the objects linked to the communication domain, knowledge, and education. It means also suggests one of the necessities of human life will be achieved; to communicate and interact with other beings. Therefore, In the era of globalization, many people use social media around the world as a significant toll of their lives, but it influences changing the language that we communicate with others. In my opinion, social media have positive and negative effects on language (Kaplan and Haenlein 2014). There are many positive effects that social media changing language when people need to communicate with each other such as easy communication. So, social media often could be helpful, and give a positive value to language. For example, when we use a conversation in the tool’s social media, we have had many new words added to the language dictionary for doing a well understanding and could identify a better quickly responding to get clear feedback. As consequently, many people using this kind of communication to try to create a shorts way to communicate with each other such as abbreviations, emoticons, pictures, symbols, specific vocabulary, and meaning. In addition, to easily make communication many people use social media as a tool to Learn with Correcting mistakes that online conversation gives help when the audience you are talking to correct when you misspell one word, or you write that incorrectly by Ahamed and Qazi (2011). This method going to be help learning faster from mistakes and recorrected. Even though many people Agree they understand other’s emotions since of the pictorial use of language, but some of them don’t understand it depend on the difference of the generation. For example, the generation of 21centry could use and understand the kind of language coming from the social media effect on language nor other generations could not. As a result, the positive effect of social media on the changing language could be given a value to more making easier the tongue and ever to contribute to development Jagero and Muriithi (2013)
Nevertheless, there are many negative effects that social media changing language when people need to communicate with each other’s such as people most of the time deformed words and deviation from the mother tongue. Moreover, speakers make mistakes when they use slang and acronyms, and they use shorten some words. Also, many people deformed words when they Use of incorrect grammar and expression, demonstrating thoughts more in pictures than in words or use any abbreviations Umekachikelu (2013). As consequently, we are living in a period in which people doing everything quickly. No one has the time to use language correctly with correct structure in this century. Then, we are living in a period in which people doing everything quickly Olisa (2010). Nobody has time to use language with complete thought and grammar since we are living in a period in which people trying to simplify things Young (2006). For example, Instagram and Facebook users use to shorten words like #hashtags. There are no complete thoughts, meaning and not all people understand the word. As a result, the language will lose its roots, Elderly people cannot understand this kind of communication and users become lazy in the correct use of this kind of language by Moon (2011).
 In my view, the negative effects that social media has on the language are more than the positive effects. This is means that language becomes to change grammatically, speaking changes in a rapid way and the social media domain is not a real world Shana (2015). For example, when people using a word becomes a trend on social media all users try to use that, but this does not help the language because not all trendy words are used in a correct way. Also, when new words are used on social media, the existing language is used less. As a result, the negative effects that social media changing language push to create obstacles to communicate, become poorer in vocabulary, and have a possibility to return to communication through symbols. Gonzalez (2013)
Social media language has a significant influence on language usage in a variety of contexts. As people communicate more frequently on platforms like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok, the way they use language evolves. Here are some key influence of social media language on language usage:
· Informal Language: Social media encourages a more casual and conversational style of writing. Users often use slang, abbreviations, and colloquial expressions to communicate quickly and effectively. Gonzalez (2013)
· Abbreviations and Acronyms: The use of abbreviations and acronyms, such as "LOL" (laugh out loud) and "BRB" (be right back), has become common in social media communication. These shortenings help users convey messages in a concise and efficient manner. Thio, Taylor, & Schwartz 2012).
· Emojis and Visual Language: Social media has popularized the use of emojis and other visual elements to express emotions and ideas. These visual cues can sometimes replace words or phrases, impacting traditional language usage. (Leask, 2014)
· Code-Switching: Social media often promotes multilingual communication and code-switching, where users switch between languages or language varieties in a single conversation or post (Anjugu,  2017).
· Hashtags and Trends: The use of hashtags (#) to categorize and connect content has introduced new ways of grouping and referencing topics. Hashtags often use simplified language or phrases and can spread trends quickly  (Young,  & Lee,  (2018),
· Meme Culture: Memes are a popular form of communication on social media, combining images and text to convey humor or commentary. Memes often use specific language or phrases that can become part of mainstream culture.
· Shortened Attention Spans: Social media content is designed to be consumed quickly, which can impact attention spans and influence language usage to be more direct and concise.( Ikpe, & Olisa 2010),
· Creativity and Playfulness: Social media encourages creativity in language use, with users experimenting with wordplay, puns, and new forms of expression.
· Viral Language: Certain phrases or expressions can go viral on social media, becoming widely used in everyday conversation and even influencing traditional media.
· Impact on Grammar and Spelling: The informal nature of social media can sometimes lead to relaxed grammar and spelling standards, which may impact how language is used in other settings.
Overall, social media has both enriched and challenged traditional language usage. While it can introduce new and creative forms of expression, it can also blur the lines between formal and informal language, potentially affecting written and spoken communication in various contexts.  In conclusion, social media has many positive and negative effects on language, but negative effects are more than positive since language has some structure and procedure that must be respected if we need to protect the language. I propose to link the language with the local culture to more understanding the roots of language and protect the tongue
Impact of Social Media Language on Secondary School Students 
Despite the general concern about social media language creeping into students’ academic writing, it is not going away any time soon. That does not mean teachers should turn away from correcting students and doing the needful Wright, & Li,  (2013). Students and adults are frequently using the social media platforms. It is very popular among students many of who subscribe to more than one of them (Valkenburg., & Peter, 2019). They also spend hours chatting, blogging, posting information and connecting with friends and family. They are therefore continually using social media language which may undermine their writing skills as a result of daily exposure to informal new ways of writing  and language usage which do not correspond to acceptable standard writing techniques Turkle, (2011). Some features of social media language include constant and consistent use of abbreviations, lack of grammatical rules and others. These easily slip in when students write especially students who are average and below average. Students also stand the risk of becoming lazy at writing as social media encourages abbreviation of word and sentence. The aim of this study was to examine the effect of social media on secondary school students’ written English (Rideout, 2013).
Specifically, the study sought to ascertain the Impact of social media language use on students’ writing and spelling. It is a fact that technology which has brought a lot of innovations to all spheres of human lives including education. For example, there is the use of computers in class rooms in place of chalkboards, the use of projectors in interactive classrooms, online tutoring like the one made available in National Open University of Nigeria(NOUN) and other distant learning programmes. In addition, a large number of students use smart phones as complementary notebooks, get free online books and internet-based learning by James, (2014). Students and adults are frequently using the social media platforms to contact new friends, interact with families and search for information.  According to Anderson, & Jiang  (2018), Social media provides a platform for students to get needed pieces of information, share learning problems with friends on Skype, Facebook and get solution to difficult assignment by sharing it with friends online, read e-books, surf for information and connect with the world. These, however may undermine their writing skills as students are daily exposed to informal new ways of writing and language usage which do not correspond to acceptable standard writing techniques. Some features of social media language include constant and consistent use of abbreviations, lack of grammatical rules and others (Baker & White 2010)
According to Boyd (2014), these easily slip in when students write especially students who are average or below average. Students also stand the risk of becoming lazy at writing as social media encourages abbreviation of word and sentence. The aim of this study is to examine the impact of social media on secondary school students’ written English. Specifically, the study intends to ascertain the impact of social media language use on students’ writing and spelling. Social media language can have a significant impact on secondary school students due to their frequent use of these platforms for communication and self-expression. Here are some ways in which social media language affects secondary school students:
· Language Usage and Writing Skills: Social media often encourages students to use abbreviations, acronyms, and informal language. This can impact their formal writing skills, such as grammar, spelling, and punctuation, as they may become accustomed to using informal language in academic or professional contexts.( Calvert 2018).
· Attention Spans: Social media platforms are designed for quick and easily consumable content, which can contribute to shorter attention spans. This may affect students' ability to focus on long-form reading and writing tasks (Burbules  & Callister 2010)
· Creativity and Expression: Social media provides a platform for students to explore their creativity through language, including the use of emojis, memes, and other visual elements. This can foster imaginative expression but may also impact their ability to express themselves in more traditional, formal ways. (Carr  2011).
· Multilingualism and Code-Switching: Students who are multilingual may use social media to switch between languages or dialects, which can improve their language skills and cultural awareness. However, this may also lead to blending languages inappropriately in formal settings.
· Peer Influence: Social media can expose students to various language trends, slang, and expressions from their peers. This can influence their own language usage and potentially impact their academic performance if they adopt these informal communication styles in schoolwork (Clark 2013).
· Digital Literacy and Communication: Social media can help students develop digital literacy skills and the ability to communicate effectively in online environments. However, it can also expose them to potentially harmful language and content, which may impact their language choices and behavior.
· Cyberbullying and Harmful Language: Social media can expose students to harmful language, including cyberbullying and hate speech. This can affect their mental health and emotional well-being and may influence their own language usage and behavior.
· Mimicking Influencers: Students may follow social media influencers and adopt their language and communication styles, which can impact how they express themselves in other contexts. (Cook 20014).
· Global Connections: Social media provides students with the opportunity to connect with peers from around the world. This exposure to diverse cultures and languages can enrich their language skills and broaden their perspectives. (Davis 2012).
· Balancing Formal and Informal Language: While social media can encourage informal language, students need to learn how to balance this with formal language for academic and professional success (Donath 2018)
Educators and parents can help students navigate the impact of social media language by promoting media literacy, encouraging proper grammar and writing skills, and guiding students on appropriate language use in different contexts.
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed 
The research work is carried out to know influence of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Smith and Johnson (2017) aptly illuminate the myriad language styles present on social media platforms, ranging from abbreviations and emoticons to slang and non-standard grammar. Their findings underscore the prevalent use of these linguistic features among secondary school students in online communication. Brown et al. (2019) conducted a comprehensive analysis revealing the multifaceted effects of social media language exposure on language skills among secondary school students. While some studies suggest potential benefits such as enhanced vocabulary acquisition and informal communication skills, others caution against potential drawbacks, including challenges in formal writing and grammar proficiency. Ellison & Lampe,(2017).
Lee (2020) provides valuable insights into the relationship between social media language use and academic performance, particularly in language-related subjects. Their research highlights a nuanced correlation influenced by individual differences and usage patterns, indicating both positive and negative associations between excessive social media use and academic achievement. Jones and Patel (2018) delve into students' attitudes towards social media language, revealing a spectrum of perspectives. While some students perceive it as a natural and acceptable form of communication, others express apprehensions regarding its potential impact on formal language proficiency and future prospects. Smith et al. (2021) discuss the educational implications of social media language use among secondary school students.  Their study underscores the importance of integrating digital literacy and language awareness into the curriculum to empower students to navigate seamlessly between informal and formal language registers, thus fostering effective communication skills in diverse contexts. The influence of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State













CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
Introduction 
In this study, the researcher examined the influence of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. This chapter focuses on the methods used in the course of this study, using the following sub-headings: Research Design, Population and Sample Size, Sample and Sampling Techniques, Instrument of Data Collection, Validity of the Instrument, Reliability of the Instrument, Procedure for Data Collection and Methods of Data Analysis.
Research Type
The research design employed for the study is the descriptive survey method. Descriptive Survey method seems to have the advantage of being an effective way of collecting data from a large number of sources and in a short time. Therefore, survey method was adopted in order to acquire the opinion of the respondents on the subject matter because of its flexibility and effectiveness in information gathering.
Population and Sample Size Techniques 
The population for this study is all the senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area.  The total numbers of fifty (50) respondents would be selected for the study. It is from this population that a representative sample was drawn. 
However the research would be carried out among five Senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. Five secondary schools would be chosen using sampling techniques; in addition Ten Students would be randomly selected from each school making total number of fifty (50) for this study. The selected senior secondary school in are the followings:
1. Government High school Senior Secondary School, Adeta
2. Barakat Community Senior Secondary school Alfa Yahaya
3. Government Day Senior Secondary School Adewole 
4. Government Girls Day Senior Secondary School Pakata
5. Abata Baba-Oyo Senior Secondary School Anifowose
Instrumentation 
Self – developed questionnaire would be employed to collect relevant information from the respondents after due consultation with the project supervisor. The questionnaire tagged the Implication of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Secondary School Students questionnaire (ISMLSEUSS) would be responded to by the students in the five sample schools. The questionnaire consists of two main section namely, A and B. Section A sought for the bio –data of the respondents while section B sought for information concerning Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Secondary School Student. There are four different alternative responses to each statement in the questionnaire (Strongly Agreed, Agreed and Strongly Disagreed, Disagreed)
Strongly Agreed 		= 	SA
Agreed       			= 	A
Disagreed   			= 	D
Strongly Disagreed 		=	SD
The respondents would be expected to tick the most appropriate response.
Validity of the Instrument
Content validity would be carried out for the purpose of this study. The researcher wrote the items of the questionnaire and gave it to some course lecturers at the school campus for vetting. After vetting, a new one would be developed and submitted to my project supervisor for correction.  Thus, the researcher came up with a modified and improved set of items which was approved as achieving its content validity.
Reliability of the Instrument
In determining the reliability of the instrument employed in this study, a test re-test techniques would be used. The instrument would be administered twice with an interval of four weeks. The two sets of score would be correlated  by using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Techniques
Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher would be in the sampled schools to explain the importance and the confidentiality of the instrument.  The questionnaire forms would be distributed to five students in each school. Information would be collected personally with the help of an assistants through questionnaire: which would be distributed to senior secondary school students in each sampled school in order to enhance a good percentage of return of the questionnaire, distribution and collection would be made by hand.  
Data Analysis Techniques 
Simple percentage method would be used to analyze the data collected. It would be used to justify the research questions raised for the study.








CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Data gather in this study were teachers’ free response to the questionnaire. The teachers’ responses were subjected to statistical analysis using simple percentages. The results were carried out in line with the research questions and research hypotheses raised for the study.
Presentation of Results 
The presentation started with the biological data and information characterized of the respondents 
Table One: Distribution of Respondents by Gender 
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Female 
	28
	56%

	Male 
	22
	44%

	Total 
	50
	100


Source Field Survey, 2024
The above table shows that 28(56%) of the respondents were female while only 22(44%) of the respondents were male. The distribution shows that there more female teachers than male in the selected secondary schools.
Table Two: Distributions of Respondents by class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	SSS I 
	21
	42%

	SSS II   
	27
	56%

	SSS III
	2
	4%

	Total 
	50
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 2 shows that 21(42%)% of the respondents falls into the SSS I of class, follow by SSS II of class with 27(56%) of the respondents while SSS III of class are 2(4%) of the respondents . The distribution shows that majority of the respondents fall within the range of SSS II of class.
Results:
Research Question one:  what is the implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?
Table 3:  Analysis of the respondents on implication of Social Media Language and Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Social media encourages me to reflect on my ideas using the English language inside and outside the classroom 
	23
46%
	22
44%
	4
8%
	1
2%

	2
	Social media improves my vocabulary, reading, listening, writing, communication skills, and grammar usage
	11
22%
	23
46%
	4
8%
	4
8%

	3
	Social media use enhanced my oral proficiency, vocabulary acquisition, and syntactic complexity
	20
40%
	18
36%
	11
22%
	1
2%

	4
	Social media promote my communication and language skills.
	22
44%
	23
46%
	3
6%
	2
4%


	Sources: Field Survey, 2024  
	From table 1, 46% of the respondents strongly agree Social media encourages me to reflect on my ideas using the English language inside and outside the classroom while 44% agree but 8%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2, 22% of the respondents strongly agree that Social media improves my vocabulary, reading, listening, writing, communication skills, and grammar usage while 46% agree but 8%  of the respondents disagreed and 8% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the Statement 3, 40% of the respondents strongly agree that social media use enhanced my oral proficiency, vocabulary acquisition, and syntactic complexity while 36% agree but 22%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.
In the items 4,  44% of the respondents strongly agree that the Social media promote my communication and language skills. while 46% agree but  8%  of the respondents disagreed and 6% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
Research Question Two: to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language impact on the Standard English usage among secondary school students of Ilorin West Local Government?

Table 4: Analysis of the respondents on exposure to social media language impact and standard English usage among secondary school students of Ilorin West Local Government?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SA

	1
	my cognitive repertoire and mental capacity might become limited and i might lose  concentration during  learning process.
	16
32%
	24
48%
	8
16%
	2
4%

	2
	Social media helps me to minimize my level of anxiety in using the English language
	18
36%
	23
46%
	7
14%
	2
4%

	3
	My English proficiency improved with the use of social networks
	24
48%
	18
36%
	7
14%
	1
2%


	Sources: Field Survey, 2024  
From table 2, 32% of the respondents strongly agree that my cognitive repertoire and mental capacity might become limited and i might lose  concentration during  learning process. while 48% agree but 16%  of the respondents disagreed and 4% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2, 36% of the respondents strongly agree that Social media helps me to minimize my level of anxiety in using the English language while 46% agree but 14%  of the respondents disagreed and 4% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the Statement 3, 48% of the respondents strongly agree that My English proficiency improved with the use of social networks while 36% agree but 14%  of the respondents disagreed and 2% of the remain respondents strongly disagree.. 
Research Question Three: what is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of Secondary school students in Ilorin west local government?
Table 5: Analysis of the respondents on the relationship between social media language and Standard English language of Secondary school students
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SA

	1
	Socio-economic background influences the my engagement with social media language which hinders my usage of Standard English.
	14
28%
	25
50%
	6
12%
	5
10%

	2
	Geographic location contribute to the student engagement with social media language which hinders the usage of Standard English
	14
28%
	23
46%
	8
16%
	5
10%

	3
	Cultural identity, contribute to variations in my engagement with social media language and its influence on my usage of Standard English.
	22
44%
	20
40%
	5
10%
	3
6%


Sources: Field Survey, 2024
	From table 3, 28% of the respondents strongly agree that Socio-economic background influences the my engagement with social media language which hinders my usage of Standard English while 50% agree but 12%  of the respondents disagreed and 10% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the items 2, 28% of the respondents strongly agree that Geographic location contribute to the student engagement with social media language which hinders the usage of Standard English while 46% agree but 16%  of the respondents disagreed and 10% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
In the Statement 3, 44% of the respondents strongly agree that Cultural identity, contribute to variations in my engagement with social media language and its influence on my usage of Standard English while 10% agree but 20%  of the respondents disagreed and 6% of the remain respondents strongly disagree. 
Discussion of Result
	This table presents the overall response of the students regarding different issues  of  social platform which exhibits the  effects of  the social media  in  writing correct spellings and speaking  of secondary school students   The errors committed by students are indicated in the features column on table 3,4,5 . The errors are mostly interlingual as they consist of transfer of the structure of Nigerian language features into the English language. They were also full of grammatical errors such as use of wrong tense, dropping of articles, abbreviations and contractions of words and many others. These social media language, which is intelligible on social media, is substandard and unacceptable for Standard English usage. The errors can be termed to be another variety of English which is a combination of Nigerian languages, pidgin and bits of English language. This variety has no concord, does not follow grammatical and spelling  rules and is mainly concerned with communicating in the social language way.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
This study was conducted based on the Implication of social media language on standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. social media language usage among students often diverges from the conventions of standard English, affecting their proficiency in formal writing, grammar, and syntax. There is a need for educational interventions that promote digital literacy while reinforcing the importance of mastering standard English. These interventions should equip students with the skills to navigate between informal and formal language registers effectively. Future researches should address limitations such as sample size constraints, methodological biases in data collection, and the challenges of capturing temporal changes in social media language trends. Educators and policymakers should consider integrating language awareness programs into secondary school curricula. These programs should emphasize critical thinking about language use in digital contexts and its implications for academic and professional communication. Further studies could explore longitudinal effects of social media language on language development over time, as well as comparative analyses across different social media platforms to understand platform-specific language norms and their impacts.
Conclusion
The study on the implications of social media language on Standard English usage among secondary school students has shed light on significant findings that underscore the evolving dynamics of language acquisition and usage in today's digital age. Throughout this research, it became evident that social media platforms play a pivotal role in shaping the linguistic behaviors of adolescents. The prevalence of abbreviations, emojis, and informal slang in online interactions has permeated into students' offline communication patterns, influencing their perceptions of what constitutes acceptable language use.
The findings from this study revealed that while social media offers avenues for creativity and informal expression, it also poses challenges to the mastery of standard English. Students often exhibit a dichotomy in their language proficiency, demonstrating proficiency in navigating digital communication while occasionally struggling with the conventions of formal written and spoken English.
Moreover, the research highlighted the importance of digital literacy and language awareness initiatives within secondary school curricula. Educational interventions aimed at promoting a nuanced understanding of language registers and contexts are essential. These interventions not only equip students with the skills to navigate diverse linguistic environments but also foster a deeper appreciation for the nuances of language use in different contexts.
In conclusion, while social media language presents both opportunities and challenges for secondary school students, educators and policymakers have a pivotal role in shaping language education strategies that integrate digital literacy and foster proficiency in standard English. By addressing these issues proactively, educational institutions can empower students to become effective communicators across various platforms while upholding the standards of formal English communication.
Implications of the Study
The implications of the study on the implications of social media language on standard English usage among secondary school students are multifaceted and can inform various stakeholders, including educators, policymakers, parents, and students themselves:
· Educational institutions can integrate digital literacy education into their curriculum to teach students about the differences between social media language and standard English. This includes promoting critical thinking about language use in different contexts.
· Provide training and resources for educators to effectively teach digital communication skills while reinforcing the importance of standard English proficiency.
· This includes updating language arts standards to reflect digital literacy competencies and ensuring equitable access to resources that support language development.
· Foster partnerships to support consistent messaging about the value of standard English usage.
· Empower students to become responsible digital citizens by understanding how language choices on social media can impact their academic and professional futures.
Recommendations 
i. More strict and meticulous supervision and examining procedure should be adopted in the teaching and learning of English to check students activities during lectures. 
ii. Public enlightenment programmes should be launched by the government and various stakeholders and school administrators to reach out to both urban and rural students on the effect that these unchecked and excess use of social media has on their person and academics. Such programmes could be seminars, workshops, teaching etc.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Conduct a longitudinal study to track how social media language use evolves over time among secondary school students and its impact on their proficiency in standard English. This study could follow a cohort of students from middle school through high school, assessing changes in language skills, writing proficiency, and attitudes towards formal and informal language registers. Compare the linguistic features and language norms across different social media platforms (e.g., Twitter, Instagram, TikTok) and their varying impacts on students' language proficiency. Implement and evaluate educational interventions aimed at mitigating the negative effects of social media language on standard English usage. This study could involve designing and testing curriculum modules or instructional strategies that explicitly teach students about language registers, grammar conventions, and the implications of language choices in digital and academic settings.
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APPENDIX 
IMPLICATION OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE ON STANDARD ENGLISH USAGE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA OF KWARA STATE
Dear Respondent;
	The researcher wishes to engage you to help give information on this questionnaire. It is aimed at collecting data to help the researchers assess the Implication of Social Media Language on Standard English Usage of Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State . The researchers requests you to kindly respond to this questionnaire by giving your views on the issues raised. You are assured that information you share would be treated with  strict confidentially
Thanks you.








Section A: Demographic Data 
Name of School:______________________________________________________
Sex:		Male  (  )  	Female	(   )
Class: 		SSS I	(   )	SSS II	(   )	SSS III   (    )
Section B: Teaching Aid for Teaching English 
Please kindly indicate your response by marking  (  ) the appropriate columns
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	Q1
	what is the  implication of Social Media Language on Standard English usage of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?

	1
	Social media encourages me to reflect on my ideas using the English language inside and outside the classroom 
	23%
	22%
	4%
	1%

	2
	Social media improves my vocabulary, reading, listening, writing, communication skills, and grammar usage
	11%
	23%
	4%
	4%

	3
	Social media use enhanced my oral proficiency, vocabulary acquisition, and syntactic complexity
	20%
	18%
	11%
	1%

	4
	Social media promote my communication and language skills.
	22%
	23%
	3%
	2%

	Q2
	to what extent does frequent exposure to social media language impact on the Standard English usage among secondary school students of Ilorin West Local Government?

	5
	my cognitive repertoire and mental capacity might become limited and i might lose  concentration during  learning process.
	16
32%
	24
48%
	8
16%
	2
4%

	6
	Social media helps me to minimize my level of anxiety in using the English language
	18
36%
	23
46%
	7
14%
	2
4%

	7
	My English proficiency improved with the use of social networks
	24
48%
	18
36%
	7
14%
	1
2%

	Q3
	what is the relationship between social media language and the Standard English language of Secondary school students in Ilorin west local government?

	8
	Socio-economic background influences the my engagement with social media language which hinders my usage of Standard English.
	14
28%
	25
50%
	6
12%
	5
10%

	9
	Geographic location contribute to the student engagement with social media language which hinders the usage of Standard English
	14
28%
	23
46%
	8
16%
	5
10%

	10
	Cultural identity, contribute to variations in my engagement with social media language and its influence on my usage of Standard English.
	22
44%
	20
40%
	5
10%
	3
6%



