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ABSTRACT
	This study investigated the syntactic errors committed by SS II students within Ilorin Metropolis. One hundred student that were randomly selected from the selected schools constitute the sample for the study. Its test was conducted to examine students on common errors in syntactic aspect of English language. Sample percentage was used to analyze the data collected. The result indicated that students were committing errors in all the four basic aspect of syntax i.e agreement between subject and verb. Qualifying noun, preposition and prepositional phrases, and time relation. It was also found out that the most commonly committed error is in qualifying noun i.e not knowing the appropriate word used to qualify noun and the omission of qualifying word in a sentence. The result equal revealed that the error committed is not sex specific. The major cause of these errors is mother tongue interference which is attributed to both teacher and students. Based on these finding, it was recommended that teachers should strive to improve themselves always through in service training, conferences and research. This will enhance their ability to teach syntactic aspect of English correctly and students too should be monitored and expose to different ways of speaking and syntactic rules guiding its usage.  
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
	A lot has been written and much is still being written about English as a tool for communication in the world today. The phenomenon of language is as old as the origin of man. We may assume that since we came in contract with language in our day to day activities. It is quite simple, but it has to be realized that the language we employ in our everyday life is an extremely complex, highly abstract and infinitely productive system, linking meaning with sound. 
	Various scholars have given different Definitions to language. Edward Sapir (1921: 80) Define Language as: 
	“A purely human and non instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols” 
Dollinger (1975:03) define language as: 
	“A system of vocal-auditory communication using conventional signs, composed of arbitrary patterned sound units and assembled according to set when interacting with the experience of its users” 
	From the definitions of language we observed that, language is used for communicating ideas, feelings and emotions. It is also a system of complex symbols which produces arbitrary but patterned sound.
	The origin of English can be traced back to England which has been occupied by man for about two hundred and fifty thousand years. It is however a well known fact that, where ever man exists, some forms of language must also exist, evidence shows that some other forms of language other that English Language, must have existed in England before the arrival of English Language.
	English language sprang from several Language spoken in England before 43 AD. The first people to be associated with English Language were the celts whose origin was not known, However, most historical linguistic often take the history of the English people from this points.
	English language was the first indo-European language to be spoken in England. It is developed from a family of language referred to as the “indo-European family”. According to Suleiman (2000:182); a family of language refers to a group of language from a parent speech. She further said that the history of those Language could be derived from drawing and comparing the descendant and vocabulary as well as the inflection of such languages.
	The indo-European family where English Language are developed include India, Iranian, American, Hellenic, Albanian and Italic. Others were Baltoslanic, Germanic, Celtic, Intittle and Tocharian language. All of which are similar because of their geographical distribution.
Olatunbosun (2007) opined that; 
	“English language had not always been in the state we know it today it has over the ages, undergone several changes and transportations, both internal and external”
	English language was first of all referred to as “English (“SC” then was pronounced as “SH”). The name was derived from a latin world “Angles” while the people on the land called “Angelcym”. The land later turned to England.
	The Roman General and Statesman: Julius Caesar, in his memoir, is said to have made an explorative visit to the celts around 58 BC, but the first known and recorded conquerors of the cells were the Roman invaders, long alter the demise who occupied the land between (43-410AD) and administered the celts area as an over seas country. Roman introduced latin as an official language through the production of manuscripts in the language. This latin influence has persisted till today.
	Sulieman (2000: 183) asserted that, Britain was invaded by the Germanic tribes of just, Saxons, and Angles were able to conquer England because Britain had been exposed to attacks from far back the 4th century. The duties realized the superiority of England over them, and settled on the south east and some other settled on the west, while angles occupied the eastern coast. The Angle-Saxon settled beside the duties and there they lived together, peacefully.
	The evaluation of the English language lasted for 15,000 years in England, without a break.
These periods are difficult to demarcate but could be recognized through the characteristic feature.
They are the old English period, middle English period and the modern English period, between 1505 to the present time. English Language is the major Language spoken in Nigeria today and because of its importance in the country, it is pertinent to understand the structure of the language.
	Syntactic is the adjective word of syntax, in linguistics, “syntax” refers to the rules that govern the ways in which words combine to form phrases, clauses and sentence.
	As a result, there are many errors committed by the student; these errors are what this research want to look at.
Statement of the Problem
	It has been confirmed by experts in particular that students normally commit errors in spoken and written aspect of English like; morphological errors, syntactic errors, semantic errors and phonological errors.
	However, the study is to put out some errors committed by secondary school student in English language. The focus of the topic will include,
1. The order in which words are arranged or changed in its position in English language.
2. The syntactic errors committed by students 
3. Giving clear and necessary correction by them.
Purpose of the Study 
	This work is basically concerned with finding out the syntactic errors committed by S.S.II students. The main aim is identify and provide necessary solution to the errors committed by these students. Specific purposes are thereby as follows:
1. To identify and examine the types of errors committed by Senior Secondary Students in their writing.
2. To determine the most frequent syntactic errors committed by senior secondary school student
3. To determine whether syntactic errors are influenced by Sex or gender based.  
4. To explore variability of syntactic errors among senior secondary students
Research Questions
	The main question of interest to answer in this studies are listed below: 
1) What are the syntactic errors committed by secondary school student?
2) What are the most syntactic errors committed?
3) Are the syntactic errors committed sex specified or gender based?
4) Are the syntactic errors varied?
Research Hypothesis
Ho1: There is significance different in syntactic errors committed by senior secondary school student within Ilorin metropolis 
Ho2: There is a significant difference in the syntactic errors committed by other students and senior secondary school student within Ilorin metropolis 
Ho3: There is no significant difference in syntactic errors committed by senior secondary school student within Ilorin metropolis 
Scope of the Study
	This work will concentrate on students of S.S II within Ilorin metropolis, which serve as examples for all secondary schools in Nigeria at large. The study will examine the syntactic errors committed by these students.
Significance of the Study
The purpose of the research work is to analyze the syntactic errors committed in English Language when writing and provide necessary corrections which will be beneficial to student, parent, lecturers, teachers and future researchers to have knowledge and follow the rules which guide grammar. This work would provide valuable solutions that will enhance effective teaching and learning of English Language. The study might suggest the best reasons for the errors which usually occur in writing English language and suggest solutions that would improve the students proficiency in written English at any level.
 Operational Definitions of Terms and Variables 
Error:- total deviation from the rules and regulation of a particular language.
Error Analysis:- is the study of language of learners with a view to identifying the errors the learners make and to figure out the causes and significance of such errors.
Syntactic:- is an adjective of syntax which arrangement of words in sentence to express clearly, the intended meaning.
Syntactic Errors: This is the deviation from the correct arrangement of words in the sentences. It also means deviating from the rule and regulation that governs the structure of sentence, clause or phrase.
Structure: This means a way in which the part of words are connected together or arranged.
Language: This is seen as an instrument of thought or concept that gives a vivid and clear expression of human thought and idea.
Official Language: This is the language of government and socialization.
First Language: This is the language acquired during childhood. Its is mostly referred to as mother tongue.
Second Tongue: This is the language learnt after the first language has been acquired either from the parent or neighbors.


CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
This chapter focuses its attention on the literature review and the appraisal of related literature. This will be done under the following subtopics:
1. Causes of Error in English Language 
2. Agreement Between Subject and Verb (Concord) 
3. Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 
4. Qualifying Noun
5. Time Relation (Tense) 
6. Appraisal of the Reviewed Literature 
Causes of Errors in English Language 
	English language in the third world country like Nigeria, is currently auxiliary, the only motivation for its use is pragmatic rather than aesthetic and its pragmatic use demands effective utilization within the environment. Therefore, the possibility of advising the rules of language uses to suit the cultural practices in Nigerian environment. English therefore, is bound to be influenced by the indigenous language, because it has come to exist within the plurality of languages. According to Ofuya (1987:53); “The ability to write English correctly is a most useful skill which any educated person in the English world should strive to attain”. 
	As a result, there are lost of errors committed by people, particularly, Nigerian student, when speaking or writing due to inability to attain standard British English. To these set of Nigerians, thinking of Nigerian analysis of syntax, the arrangement of words in sentence is thinking of something inferior. Salami (1968) observed that “Although one finds some differences between certain usage by Nigerians and in English usage, most of such differences are due to mistakes of some sorts”.
	Contradiction between mother tongue and target language makes some students misinterpret English language especially structure. There is no need to carefully identify the differences between 10 languages. As a result of contradiction between two language, Lado (1987) opined that, “The student who comes in contact with foreign language will find some features of it quite easy and others difficult. Those elements that are similar to his native language will be simple for him and those element that are different will be difficult. 
	Also, many errors are committed by students in symbolic analysis as a result of inability of teacher to explain a particular structure, as well as his/her unawareness of such structure of pure ignorance on the teacher part. 
The competent writer knows the errors that would prevent him form reaching his reader. He strives to avoid such error. He is able to do so by allowing the critics in him react to every letter, word, phrases, clause and sentence he put down. Olajide (1999) said: Research carried out into advance writing particularly among those who use English from the second position revealed that, “it is open to several sources of errors such sources include literal translation, construction of unwinding sentences and the substance of inappropriate style. 
The problem of students in translation, where they translate word for word from his first to second language embroil the dew of long complex sentences, the choice of wrong style, i.e write as you speak. Grammar posses considerable differently to those who write from second position. This is partly owned to the different ways in which grammatical features manifest in the writer’s mother tongues and English. Agreement for gender’s number, person and tense constitutes a notorious source of error to the students. 
Students of English as a second language comit errors in lexical, syntax, semantic, phonology, and morphology. Also inability of student to express or relate it to his/her wants to say and quickly relate it to his/her mother tongues either in his speech or writing, make students to commit error. 
Awolola (1996) stated that language is governed by rules and any attempt not to adhere strictly to the rules of a particular language will not make such utterance or writing grammatical”. 
Brennan (1963) also said that, syntax is the code of good usage, it provides a description of language structure and establishes standards of correctness for those who use a language, he simply referred to how words are arranged, the construction of words in a sentence to give standard of correctness for the user of language, English language in psrticular. Duntoye (2008) simply put it that the effect of bad arrangement of English language (syntax) may result in misunderstanding and may short circuit the listener’s inflammable temper and leas to a fire alarm.
Ashade (1991) in his assumption of perfectly understanding how to write a simple English sentence without error sound that before students can boast of being confident enough, he must know some rules that govern the formation of sentence. He further affirmed that, the reason for or what can bring failure to a student is the errors they committed in the sentence.
	For instance, failure to make noun and verb agreement would make student to make syntactic errors, either in speaking or writing and also inability to identify singular and plural noun verb. 
	Amigbose (2002) stated that One of the most committed syntactic errors is failure to recognize the proper agreement especially in those causes where noun is separated from the verb and other words. 
	For instance, the information of our success has gone far and wide” is correct sentence while “the information of our successes have gone far and wide is wrong, because “information” is singular which is “information. 
	Ashade (1991) confirmed that, structure analysis now appears to be loss of direction in regard to the usage of certain phrases and sentence of English since English language has become a world wide phenomenon, it is important that various users of the language gave common rules that the use of each phrase and sentences; failure to apply the rules leads to error being committed by students. 
	From the foregoing discussion, it is clear that syntactic analysis is concerned with the various relationships that exist among the words in a sentence. Syntax shows the relationship between items in a sentence failure sentence. Syntax shows the relationship between items in a sentence “Failure to identify these relationships lead to some errors committed by student in analysis of syntax in English language. 


Agreement Between Subject and Verb (Concord)
The syntagmatic relationship that exist among words in a sentence structure are not only tense based or time-marked, but are close number based. English language has a logical way of capturing the relationship so as to avoid confusion; concord and punctuation are two crucial ways of showing this kind at relationship existing in a structure. It is worthy of note, therefore, that both tense and number based relationships have to be structured correctly to make a sentence grammatical and meaningful. 
Adeniyi (2006) said; The rules of concord hold that there must  be agreement in gender, person, number verb and tenses in sentences. This aspect of rule of concord constitutes one of the major sources of grammatical errors noticed in students’ scripts and speech. 
Therefore, concord which is the agreement between subject and verb, according to Quirk, Greenbaum, Leech, Suartvic (1993); is a grammatical concept which is the relationship between the grammatical units such that one of them displays a particular feature (e.g plurality) that accords with a display (or semantically implicit) feature on the others. 
Therefore, are three types of concord, these are;
Grammatical Concord:-This type of concord, like others has of principles which ensures that the verb matches its subject in terms of number, person, and case it is broadest and most complex. Its compliance is always emphasized in formal usage, pedagogy as well as in editorial practice. 
	Subject is the sole determiner of a verb in a structure. The subject can be a word, phrase of clause. There are some basic rule governing subject and verb agreement in the use of English. The most obvious is that a singular subject required a singular form of the verb and plural subject requires a plural form of the verb. 
	For instance, when two or more singular subject are connected by the word “and” a plural form of the verb is required i.e The teacher and the boy are writing”. However, when each of the singular subjects is considered individually, the singular form of the verb is used. This is very common when using “each” or “every”. 
	In a situation where the two singular subjects refers to the same person or thing, in singular verb is used and we talk of the two subjects as being in apposition. For instance; “Bread and  butter is what I like”. When two or more singular subjects are connected by “or” “not” a singular form of verb is required. For example; “Either Ojo or Tope is in love. Singular subject followed by a plural modifier, required a singular verb. Indefinite pronoun that connotes singularity required a singular verbs i.e. “everybody, anybody, each, anyone, either, nobody, no one and somebody” generally take singular verb. 
	Plural numbers take a singular verb when they are used in phrases to indicate a sum or nut e.g. “Ten million dollars is a great deal of money”. 
	Finally, if a quasi-co-ordination serves as the linker between noun phrases, the first noun phrases determines the verb. Quasi-coordinators are the prepositions that functions as co-ordination. This means, if the subject noun phrases is singular, the verb is singular and if it is plural, the verb is plural, the verb aggress with it, Examples of the Quasi-coordinators are; “as well as. In conjunction with, together with etc”.some errors are committed by students in this situation. For instance, consider these statements, 
1a.	The doctor as well as nurses is ------------
b. The doctor as well as the nurses are------
2a.	The pupils rather than the teacher are ---------
b. the pupils rather than the teacher is --------
Number 1a and 2a are correct because the verb must agree with the noun phrase “the doctor” in 1a “the pupils” in 2a, this means the first noun phrase determines verb. 
National Concord:-National concord is mostly influenced by the semantic (meaning) value/sense of word. That is the notion of a number that the subject conveys. 
Proximity Concord:-proximity concord plays an auxiliary role to national concord and its usage or function, at times can be explained with the principles of grammatical concord which both grammatical and national concord cannot adequately account for. It is observed that sometimes the speakers is in a dilemma as regards the choice of verb. In this case, the use of a model auxiliary verb takes care of this situation. 
	The most common error is failure to recognize the proper agreement especially in those cases where the noun is separated from the verb by other words. This is true in example given below: 
	1. “The News of our success have spread far and wide” 
	2. “The News of our success has spread far and wide 
“News” is singular, “success” is plural. The verb must agree with “News” therefore, the correct option is number 2 because “has spread” is singular agree with noun, “News”. 
	Adegbija (1998) said many agreement problems for learners arise when it is not immediately obvious which is the subject or weather it is singular or plural. This is particularly so when there are indefinite pronouns, compound subjects or intervening phrases between subject and its verb of between a verb and its subject and its subject and when the subject is a noun group. These problem areas are discussed and illustrated below; 
	Indefinite pronoun (some, one, all, none, no, one) generally; the meaning of indefinite pronoun are not fixed, some of them are singular and some are plural, some are both singular and plural depending on the meaning of pronoun to be used. If the subject is relative pronoun, the verb agrees with the antecedent of the pronoun. For instance the underlined illustrate common sources of error.
· He is one of those who think they know  everything
· One of the armed robbers who pester  our live has been shots 
· One of the senators was late.
Prepositions and Prepositional phrases 
	A prepositions is a word or group of words which is often placed before a noun or pronoun to indicate place, direction, source, method, etc. it is also used to express relations with people, ingredient, materials etc.   
	Prepositions according to the oxford English dictionary (second edition 1989), is an indeclinable words, or particle serving to mark the relationship between two notion words, the letter of which is usually a noun or pronoun. Eg.“In the hope”.
	“(Good) for food”, “(one) of you” etc. these following noun or pronoun is said to be governed by the preposition”. A preposition links a noun or its equivalent to another part of the sentence or to the sentence as a whole. A preposition is a word used to show a relationship between a noun or pronoun and some other words in a sentence (Close, 1990). Essentially, prepositions are class items connecting two units in a sentence and specifying a relationship between them. Eg. “above, by, from, in, upon, within, onto etc.
	Other prepositions is English include the following, “under, near, for, on behalf of an over”. Generally, English preposition take the object case after them; hence, “between you and me” preferable to “between you and I”, also a very common pattern. The preposition “between” is used for two people and only. Where as “among” is normally used for more that two people.
	Prepositional phrase on the other hand is a group of words made up of a preposition which may be followed a noun, noun phrase or pronoun. Eg.
“Your faith is in your hand”
“They were surprised at your work” 
(Note: adjectival and adverbial phrases are sometimes constructed in the form of preposition). 
Types of preposition
· Simple preposition: Most of the English prepositions such as at, in, and, for, are simple because they consist of one word. The following is the list of simple preposition, about, abroad, after, against, along, alongside, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, down, during, of, since, through, toward, under, within and so on. 
· Complex preposition: This one may be sub-divided into two and three words sequences. In two words sequences, the first word (which usually, is relatively stressed) is an adverb, and adjective or a conjunction and second word, a simple preposition (usually for, from, of, to, or, with)e.g “I sat next to an old man on the train”. Most of the errors arise from not knowing which preposition should go with verb or noun or adjective. Take for example, the verb, consist, desist, persist, which take different preposition as following:
	The club consists of retired police officers 
	You must desist from playing tricks 
	He has persisted in disobeying teachers.
	The following local usage which is incorrect in standard English;
a.	The omission of preposition 
-	wrong – He has arrived Lagos
-	Correct – He has arrived in Lagos 
	Note that this usage is probably base of reach 
Wrong –she has filled the forms 
Correct – she has filled in/out the forms
b.	wrong addition of proposition 
	wrong – we shall discuss about the matter tomorrow 
	correct – we shall discuss the matter tomorrow 
	wrong – the club comprises of many rich man 
	correct – the club comprises many rich man
note that this usage is based on “consist of” 
(The club consist of many rich man)
Wrong – he demanded for our certificate 
Correct – he demanded our certificate 
Wrong – we could ask from the man 
Correct – we could ask the man
c.	Wrong use of preposition is another way in which student commit error in either speaking or in writing these are:
i.	by foot (= on foot)
	wrong – since there is no bus, we have to go by foot 
	correct – since there is no  bus, we have to go on foot 
	note: “by” the usage is based on “by” train, by bus, by car” etc. He traveled by train.
ii.	Congratulate for (= congratulate on) 
	wrong – I congratulate you for your promotion 
	correct – I congratulate you on your promotion 
iii.	Resulted to ( = resulted in) 
	wrong – this argument has resulted to a quarrel 
	correct – this argument has resulted in a quarrel 
iv.	with regards to = (with regard to, as regars) 
	wrong – with regards to your complaint, we shall soon take action.
	 In addition, it is important for student to use a dictionary to find out the use of each combination. This is because of the differences that occur according to the preposition used, for example;
	Admitted to – she was admitted to the college (an institution)
	Admitted for –she was admitted for physics (a subject) 
	Admitted in –she was admitted in error (the circumstance).
Qualifying Noun
	Noun often do not occur alone, they are qualified by other word Bamgbose (2000) confirm that: the order of qualifiers in determined by the idea that one wishes to express and type of qualifier. Below are some of qualifying words used in qualifying noun, these are/ 
· Article 
· Noun qualifying noun 
· Adjective qualifying noun 
· Clause qualifying words 
· Other qualifying words 
	Articles: these are divided into two types; they are definite and indefinite article.
	The definite article in English is the determiner “he” and the indefinite article is two determine “a/an”, a” is used before consonant sound as in, a boy, a library, a teacher etc. “an” is used before vowel sounds as in, an idea an important discussion etc. it is important for students to learn more about the use of two definite and indefinite article in English language because they are use in English in very different ways from how they are used in many Africa languages.
	The Definite article: the definite article in English has two functional types. It can be the article of complete determination of the article of incomplete determination. Historically, however, “the” is the weakened form of “that” and there are few situation in present day English where “the” seems to have comparatively full demonstrative force e.g “I shall do nothing of the kind” (= I shall do nothing of that kind).  
	The article of complete determination is to indicate the person or thing that at the moment is upper most in the mind of two speakers.
	The indefinite articles: while the definite article is the article of determination, it is historically a weakened form of “one” and in some situation, it still has two value of “one” e.g – “in a sentence, answer the following question.
	It is only a countable noun that can be qualified by “a/an” and it is wrong to use a countable noun in singular without an article. For example; I saw tiger instead of “I saw a tiger”.
	The article “the” can occur with both countable and mass nouns. It is used to offer to; 
1.	Something definite e.g the students 
2.	A name used as a representative of a class of a thing e.g the lion is found in African
3.	Object at which only one type is found e.g the sun, the earth.
4.	In a group e.g the poor, the rich 
5.	In an institution e.g the media, the military 
6.	In a family e.g the Olowu family 
Noun Qualifying Noun: a noun can qualify another noun some of the common combination of noun plus nouns are;
i.	One noun is responsible for another e.g sales manager (the manger is responsible for saler).
ii.	One noun is responsible for another e.g sales manager (the manger is responsible for sales)
iii.	One noun is made of another e.g gold pen (the pen is made of gold).
iv.	One noun is attached to another e.g wrist watch = (the watch is attached to the wrist).
v.	One noun is produced in another e.g oil refiner, = (oil is produce in the refinery).
Adjective qualifying Noun: an adjective can qualify a noun in two ways according to Bamgbose (2000).
i. It can occur directly before the noun it qualified as in, a beautiful girl”.
ii. It can be separated by a verb from the noun it qualified as in, “the girl is beautiful”.
	There are some adjective that occur before or after the noun; adjective that occur before noun they qualify are; mere, main, principal, sheer, e.g sheer, nonsense”.
Adjective that occur after noun the qualify are: present, absent, afraid, alone asleep, afloat ashamed e.g the boy is afraid, not the afraid boy” 
Not that any change in this means that different meaning are involved.
Clause Qualifying Noun: A noun can be qualified by a qualifying clause for examples; the boy who took my book has left. Notice the clause; ‘who took my book” qualify the noun the “the boy”.
Other qualifying words: there are many other qualifying words which are like article. The only different between them and article is that they add other meaning to the nouns they qualify. For example some like; this and that point to where the noun is, while others like few and much, tell us about the quality involved.
· This, that/these, those-are used with singular countable noun and mass noun.
· Each, every, either, neither –are used with singular nouns.
· Some, much, any, a little, little-are used with mass nouns.
· Plenty, a lot, its-are used with mass and plural noun
· Double, twice three times, four times etc are used with plural and mass noun, as well as singular nouns referring to number or among.
· Note that it is not acceptable to put “of” after any of the qualifying words.
Double of the popper 
Twice of the --------
	Most of the common errors arise from not observing the rules about which qualifying word goes with countable or a mass noun and failure to recognize the meaning of the words. For instance;
a. My friend’s wife is a reserved woman 
b. My friend’s wife is a matured woman
	The first sentence is correct while the second is wrong because; matured is a verb, I cannot be used before a noun. We can say, the girl has matured, but not a matured girl”.
	Another way of committing errors by students is in form of local usage, these are 
a. Note putting in article where there should be one for instance.
Wrong 							correct
- Going to town					- going to the town 
- Playing good game 				- playing a good game
- Take interest in 					- take an interest in 
b. Putting on article where there should not be any e.g
Wrong 							correct  
- Last but not the least 			- last but not least
- From beginning to the end		- From beginning to end
c.	Wrong use of qualifying words 
	Wrong						Correct
- Some few boys 						- a few boys 
- Too much money 					- a lot of money 
d.	Confusion of Adjective and verb 
	Wrong							Correct
- Matured woman 					- Mature woman 
- immuned to 						- immune to 
Time Relation (Tense)
	Tense is marked in English verbs to show the time an action is performed, an event takes place etc. Some grammarians argue that there are only two tenses in English. They observe that the English verb inflects to mark only the past tense if the present form is taken as the ‘upright” form of the verb. The present tense form is not inflected mark the future tense as it is inflected to mark the past tense. Rather on auxiliary verb ‘will’ (or any form of it- shall, would should) is introduced to help the main verb to form the future tense. According to Victoria (1989) said; future time is regarded as an ‘aspect’ and thus we have the present, future and past future.
	Adegbija (1998) confirmed that, time constant is represented in the English language by particular forms of the verb. In reality, time is a continuum, not a point-space division, though the English language would rather have it otherwise. That is everything which proceeds presents moment is thought of as having occurred in the past, everything which comes after it is thought of as being in the future. The three simple tense in English are past present, and future represent these three basic distinction by themselves and without reference to anything else.
	Expression referring to time are often used along with tenses, sometimes such expressions only help to emphasize the tense, for examples “the” man returned yesterday (past, action, past time) “he will come next week (future action, future time).
	But in other cases, the time expression may give the tense a different meaning as in,
		“He is leaving tomorrow: 
		“He leaves tomorrow”
	In both of these cases, the use of an expression referring to future time has be effect on making them future.
	The following are some of the more common time expression used with the various tenses.
· Present – now at the moment e.g I feel tired now 
· Continuous – now, at the moment e.g he is writing at the moment.
· Habitual: always, usually, often, general, now a days, everyday, on Sunday (or any other day of the week). E.g “He always comes to work late”
· Past= yesterday, along ago, along time ago, a year ago, last month.
· E.g the man died a long time ago”
· Future – tomorrow next week, in a month’s time, in the future. In the three years. E.g we are leaving in a month’s time.
· Completed – already, just since last week, for many days all night e.g we have been witting since last week”
Errors are mostly committed in the two time expression, since” and “for” the first refers to a point in time while the second refers to a period. Hence, it is wrong to say.
“He has been staying here since two year” but, 
“He has been staying here for two years
Whenever “since” is used a specific time must be mentioned. For example, since Tuesday, since yesterday since last week since 1980.
	Several errors commit by student in time relation as a result of improper mastery of the tenses. These are same errors.
Wrong 								correct 
- I owing him five naira 			  - I owe him five naira 
- Be doing something everyday	          - Do something everyday
- It is high time we go			  - It is high time went  
Appraisal of Reviewed Literature 
	This research present review of related literature on the investigation into the syntactic errors committed by student of secondary school within Ilorin metropolis. Though there are various scholars who have researched on most of these common errors committed by students, this work will equally be of immense contribution.
	However, the aspect of syntax is broad and wide; the research limits his work to some part of syntax. These are: cause of errors in English, agreement between subject and verb, prepositions and prepositional phrases, qualifying nouns and time relation where he discuss, analyze and even slot out the most common errors committed by student, either in speaking or in writing.
	It is obvious from the reviewed literature that English language come to exist within the plurality of the language in Nigeria. This makes student to misinterpret the language and the ignorance of some teachers to explain a particular structure. However, it was agreed that language are governed by rules and any attempt not to follow the rules will automatically lead errors being committed students.
	Furthermore, the study strives hard to explain some of those aspect of syntax mentioned above by giving meaning. Former or types of each aspects. The review revealed the failure to recognize the proper agreement between subject and verb and not knowing which preposition should go with verb, noun or objective. Also, student’s failure to recognize the meaning to words or qualifying word goes with countable or a mass noun were revealed and those errors they committed with necessary correction to the wrong form of each sentence.
	It is clear that the works that have been written on common errors committed by student in school might have not covered all areas. This study would also contribute and add to what have been written on errors committed in English language.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
	This chapter examines the methodology used in carrying out the research. This is done under the following sub-headings,
· Research Design
· Population Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument 
· Validity of the Instrument 
· Reliability of the Instrument 
· Method for Data Collection 
· Data Analysis 
Research Design
The method adopted for this study is descriptive survey.
	Durosaye (1989) emphasizes that descriptive survey method enable research to obtain the opinion of the representative or samples of the target population as a pre-requite to influence and generalize.
Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
 The population for this project is all senior secondary school students within Ilorin metropolis, the target population is SS II students while the sample is the Five selected secondary within Ilorin metropolis; 10 male students and 10 Female students from each school making a total of 20 students that were selected from each of the five secondary schools; a total of one hundred student (100) were used for the study.
Instrument
	The main instrument use for collecting the data of this study is researcher made achievement test. The test was conducted personally by the researcher for the students. The test consists of three sections. The first section consistsstudents personal information. Second section consists filling the gaps with correct option from alternative A-D and last section will require students to write short essay not more than two paragraph on importance of language.
Validity of the Instrument 
The only instrument used to collect information from the respondent was the researcher made achievement test which was structured to measure what is supposed to measure. The test was subjected to expert criticism and the copy was made available to the supervisor for endorsement after necessary corrections were made in line with the research problem.
Reliability of the Instrument 
In order to ascertain the reliability of the instrument, the instrument was subjected to test retest formula.
The results collected from respondent were correlated to find its reliability.

Procedure for Data Collection 
The data of this study was collected through test (researcher made achievement). The researcher followed a simple procedure. The administration procedure of the test to respondents was done by the researcher through personal contact within their various schools. Each students was given a copy of test to fill and write short essay not more than two paragraph on “importance of language” 
Data Analysis 
The principal statistical method that was used in analyzing the data in this research work is like scholar presentation in simple percentage. The major instrument, employed as mentioned earlier in this research is test. The percentage was used to analyze and interpret the result of the finding.


CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter deals with detail of the analysis of data for the study. It concentrates on the outcome of results of the students’ responses.
	With reference to what is written in chapter three of this study, the students’ script were marked and scored. The results of hundred (100) respondents selected from five schools i.e. twenty (20) students from each school were presented in frequency and percentages.
Presentation of Results 
The data collected through the responses to the test were set on four basic syntactic aspects which are; agreement between subject and verb qualifying noun, preposition and prepositional phrases and time relation. These are broken down analyzed results are given according to the research question in chapter one.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research question 1: What are the syntactic error committed by secondary school student?
Table 1: Analysis of Syntactic Error  Committed by Secondary School Students
	S/N
	Total number of right answer
	Percentage
	Total Number of Wrong
	Percentage
	Total Number of Respondent

	1.
	58
	30%
	35
	42%
	100

	2.
	38
	40%
	62
	50%
	100

	3.
	16
	10%
	67
	60%
	100

	4.
	16
	14%
	60
	67%
	100

	5.
	23
	20%
	77
	80%
	100

	6.
	16
	20%
	84
	90%
	100

	7.
	18
	20%
	75
	70%
	100

	8.
	20
	25%
	45
	40%
	100

	9.
	36
	30%
	54
	71%
	100

	10.
	20
	18%
	70
	78%
	100

	11.
	56
	50%
	45
	75%
	100

	12.
	28
	29%
	72
	65%
	100

	13.
	50
	45%
	30
	42%
	100

	14.
	19
	21%
	75
	81%
	100

	15.
	20
	15%
	80
	90%
	100

	Total
	434
	30.2%
	931
	64%
	1500


  From the table 1 above, analysis of the data collected revealed that 30.2% (434) of respondents from the objective of respondents committed syntactic errors.
	Also in the last section of the test which is essay writing, though some students did not write the essay, some wrote less than five lines, while some followed the rule of the question. The total numbers of errors committed from all four basic aspect of syntax are 147 errors.
	In view of this, it is concluded that secondary school students commit syntactic errors in all the four basic aspect of syntax discussed in chapter two. These aspect are; Agreement between subject and verb, qualifying noun, prepositions and prepositional phrases and time relation.
Research question 2: What are the syntactic errors mostly committed.?


Table 2: Analysis of Syntactic Errors Mostly Committed
	Agreement between subject and verbs
	Qualifying noun
	Preposition & prepositional phrase
	Time relation

	300
	400
	400
	400

	Total no of right
	Total no of wrong
	Total no of right
	Total no of wrong
	Total no of right
	Total no of wrong
	Total no of right
	Total no of wrong

	129
	171
	75
	352
	162
	238
	117
	283

	Total= 43%
	57%
	18.8%
	40.5%
	40.5%
	59.5%
	59.5%
	70.8%


Agreement between subject and verb 		39
Qualifying noun						53
Prepositions and prepositional phrases		34
Time relation						21
	From the table 2 above, the analysis of the data collected has shown that student mostly committed 81.3% errors in qualifying noun, while 70.8% of the respondents committed errors in time relation.
	Also, 59.5% errors were committed in prepositions and prepositional phrases, while 57% of respondents committed errors in agreement between subjects and verb.
	Similarly, from the essay writing, 53 errors were committed in qualifying noun, 39 errors in agreement between subject and verb, 34 errors were committed in time relation.
	From all the above, it can be concluded that most of the errors were committed in qualifying noun by not knowing the appropriate word to use to qualify noun or omission of qualifying word in sentence or wrong usage of qualifying noun or omission of qualifying word in sentence or wrong use of qualifying noun.

Research question 3: Are the syntactic errors sex specific?
Table 3: Analysis of Errors According to Sex 
	Total of frequency right 
	Total of frequency wrong
	Total of respondents 

	Male 
	%
	Female
	%
	Male
	%
	Female
	Total
	%

	238
	31.7
	245.%
	32.7%
	512%
	68.3%
	505%
	1500%
	100


Male			female 
-	qualifying noun 						28	25
-	prepositions and prepositional phrases 		18	15	
-	agreement between subject and verb			24	16
-	time relation 							15	16
										83	64
	The above table showed that 31.7% of male did not commit errors while 68.3% of them committed syntactic errors. Also, 32.7% of female respondents did not commit errors, while 67.3% of female respondents committed 83 errors, while female respondents committed 64 errors. This shows that the male committed syntactic errors more than that female.
Analysis of errors according to selected secondary schools 
Research question 4: Are the syntactic errors varied? 
Table 4: Analysis of Errors According to Selected Secondary Schools 
	
	GDSS OdoOkun
	Sheikh Abdulkadir Secondary School
	Waziri Secondary School
	GDSS Adewole

	Total
	Right 
	Wrong
	Right
	Wrong
	Right
	Wrong
	Right 
	Wrong 

	
	91
	209
	95
	205
	92
	208
	113
	187

	
	30.3%
	69.7%
	31.7%
	68.3%
	30.7%
	69.2%
	139.7%
	62.3%





	
	GDSS,Adeta, Ilorin 
	Total No of Right
	Total number of wrong
	Total No of Respondents 

	
	Right 
	Wrong
	
	
	

	Total 
	92
	208
	483
	1017
	1500

	%
	30.7%
	69.3%
	32.2%
	67.8%
	100%


From the above, the analysis of data collected has showed that respondent from Government Day School, Odo-okun committed 69.7% errors;   Sheikh
Abdulkadir secondary school Ilorin committed 68.3% errors. Waziri secondary school committed 69.3% error.
	Government Day secondary school Adewole Estate Ilorin committed 62.3% errors while Government Day Secondary School, Adeta committed 69.3% errors, based on the analysis above it is concluded that the number of errors committed are varied along the selected secondary school students.
Discussion of the Major Findings 
	From the analysis of the data collected on syntactic errors committed by secondary school students, the students seem to have higher failure in syntactic aspect of English language that is the arrangement of words in a sentence. They commit errors in all aspect of syntax discussed above, the aspect like; qualifying noun, concord, time relation and preposition and prepositional phrases.
	From the table 1 above, the analysis of data collected revealed that 67.8% (1017) of the respondents committed syntactic errors while 32.2% (4&3) of the respondents did not commit syntactic errors. As a result of these, it can be said that there are syntactic errors committed by secondary schools. Also most senior secondary school students were very lazy, they don’t believe in their personal work and they want to pass with flying colours. As said earlier, in the essay writing, hardly can we see forty (40) students out of one hundred (100) students who wrote two paragraphs as stated by the question.
	The reason why students seem to have higher failure in syntactic aspect of English is due to failure of students in recognizing the uses of appropriate words in their sentence, wrong use of qualifying works, confusion of adjective and verb. Failure to recognize the proper agreement especially in those cases where noun is separated from the verb by other word. Other areas are; wrong addition of preposition, omission of preposition and wrong use of preposition.
	Table 2 of the data collected showed that mass syntactic errors are committed in qualifying noun as they committed 81.3% followed by time relation where students committed 70.8%. also, agreement between subjects and verb (concord) the errors committed are 57% and 59% in preposition and prepositional phrases.
	It has been said earlier that language is governed by rules and any attempt not to adhere strictly to the rules will lead to errors. The inability of same teachers to explain the rules that govern the structure of sentence might also caused learners to commit errors.
	From the table 3, the analysis of data collected revealed that syntactic errors committed by both male and female students are varied. Male respondents committed 34.1% while female respondents committed 33.7% errors. In their essay male students committed 83% errors while female students committed 64% errors. This shows that male students committed syntactic errors than female.
	The last table of the data collected shows that respondents from GDSS, Odo-Okun committed 69.016 errors. WaziriSecondary School Ilorin committed 69.3% errors. While government Day secondary school Adewole estate and Government Day Secondary school, Adeta committed 63.3% and 69.3% errors respectively. It is concluded that the numbers at errors committed are varied among the selected school.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This research examined the analysis of syntactic errors committed by senior secondary school student within Ilorin metropolis. 
	The research made use of test as the instrument used in obtaining data for the study, copies of which were administered in the student in selected school.
Summary 
	The discussion of this study shall be done based on the research questions earlier raised in chapter one. 
	Research Question one: what are the syntactic errors committed by secondary school students.
	The study revealed that student have higher failure in arrangement of words in a sentence. To this end, one could understand that language is governed by rules and any attempt not to adhere strictly to the rules of a particular language will not make such utterance or writing grammatical (Awolola 1996). To support this, lado (1957) asserts that errors committed are also attributed to English Language teacher who are unable to describe or analyze a particular structure to the students. The unawareness of such structure or pure ignorance on the teachers part is a major problem.
	Research Question Two:- what are the most syntactic errors committed by secondary school student? The finding showed that the most errors committed are in qualifying noun and agreement between subject and adverb as a result of not knowing the appropriate word used to qualify noun. Also failure to make noun and verb agree properly can make students to commit syntactic and also inability to identify singular and plural noun or verb. This is in support of Ashade (1991) that before student can boast of being confident enough, he/she must know some rules that govern the formation of sentences. According to Bamgbose (2002); most syntactic errors is failure to recognize the proper agreement especially in those cases were noun is separated from the verb and other words.
	The reason why students seems to have higher failure in syntactic aspect of English particularly agreement between subjects and verb (concord); According to Adeniyi (2006) the rule of concord hold that there must be agreement in gender, person , number verb and tenses in sentence. She further said that aspect of rule of concord constitutes one of the major sources of grammatical error notice in student scripts and speech.
	Contradiction between mother tongue and target language also make some students miss-interpret the structure of English Language Olajide (1999) said those who use English from the second position reveal that it is open to several sources of errors such sources include literate translation, construction of unwinding sentences and substance of inappropriate style and translating word for word from first be second language.
Research Question Three:- Are the syntactic errors committed sex specific?
	Based on data analyzed in research question 3, the error committed are mostly common among the male student because 68.3% of male student commit errors while female student commit 67.3% the improper use of the rule of grammar among the male student make them to commit errors more than female student. Though, female too need to improve more on this, that is the rule of grammar. This is supported by Awolabi (1996) assertion that language is governed by rule and any attempt not to adhere strictly to the rule of a particular language will not make such utterance or writing grammatical. According to Ashade (1991) structure analysis now appear to be loss of direction in regard to the usage of certain phrases and sentences of English, so male student should be very careful with the rule of grammar in English Language to arrived correct sentence.
	It is also revealed that numbers of errors committed are worked among the selected secondary schools are revealed in research analysis in chapter four. The problem in committing syntactic error, can be attributed to both student and teacher. Lado (1957). The student who comes in contact with foreign language early will find some feature of it quite easy. Also, if there are more student that come from literate home in a particular school, their syntactic performance will be better that the school with more of student from illiterate homes.
	Moreover, if there are many unqualified in experience teachers who are unable to handle grammatical aspects of English Language in particular school, the student in that particular school may not perform well in syntax compared to those schools with qualified and experience teachers.
Research Question Four: Are the syntactic errors varied? 
The analysis of data collected in Research Question four has showed that respondent from Government Day School, Odo-okun committed 69.7% errors;   Sheikh Abdulkadir secondary school Ilorin committed 68.3% errors. Waziri  secondary school committed 69.3% error.
	Government Day secondary school Adewole Estate Ilorin committed 62.3% errors while Government Day Secondary School, Adeta committed 69.3% errors, based on the analysis above it is concluded that the number of errors committed are varied along the selected secondary school students.
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, from the research carried out on the students. It was discovered that students commit many errors mostly in qualifying noun and other aspect of syntax in English Language. The problem of errors committed can also be attributed to some teachers inability to explain the grammatical rules to the students, the inability of students to express what he/she wants to say and quickly relate it to his/her first Language either in his speech or in writing, make student commit errors. Also the laziness of some student contributes to the failure of student in arrangement of words in sentences.
	The data collected showed that most of the students are not ready to work hard or ready to write long paragraph. This may be the fear of committing lots of errors. In the teat conducted the researcher has to force the respondents to write al least one paragraph rather than two paragraphs state by the question. The use of English is not up to standard, there is still need for improvement some of such wrong from however emanate from a poor knowledge of the grammatical structure and lexical forms of the English Language, they have the problem in translation, where they translate word from their first to second language embraced in the dew of long complex sentence, the choice of wrong style e.g. write as you speak. Also, there are many unqualified teachers having English Language in many schools which contribute largely to the students poor performance on English Language.
Implication of the Study 
	This research project revealed that the important implications, particularly in the field of education and language learning. This implication can be discussed in terms of teaching strategies, curriculum development, student learning outcomes, and overall language proficiency improvement. 
	This finding can help teachers focus on these areas by adjusting their teaching methods. Teachers can implement targeted instructional strategies such as: emphasizing grammar rules in context, providing additional practice exercises for common error types.  
Recommendation
In line with the findings of this research, the following recommendations are given;
1. 	Teachers should Endeavour to make students exercise promptly and give instant correction to their many usages.  
2. 	Teachers should make it their/responsibilities to give at least two essay writing in a week or two weeks and make thorough correction of their wrong form.
3. 	Teachers should teach the syntactic aspect of English properly without leaving out or ignoring any aspect.
4. 	The teachers of English are advised to make use of appropriate method of teaching grammatical structure and make sure the learning environment is conducive and interesting to the students.
5. 	Appropriate teaching and learning aids should be used in teaching.
6. 	The parent should not fold their hands, they should support their children to buy all the prescribed textbook for their children and encourage them to concentrate on their studies.
7. 	Unqualified and inexperienced teachers should not be allowed to teach English
Limitation of the Study
	The study may face several limitations, which could affect the generalization, accuracy, or depth of its findings. These limitations could include:
 1. Limited Geographical Scope:  The study is confined to students within the Ilorin Metropolis, which may not represent the syntactic challenges of students in other regions or even in rural areas. Language use and learning conditions can vary significantly across different regions, so the findings may not be generalizable to the entire population of Nigeria or other areas with different linguistic environments.
 2. Focus on Written vs. Spoken Errors: The study may focus only on either written or spoken syntactic errors. If the study is limited to written work, it might overlook errors that students commonly make in spoken communication, which could provide a fuller picture of their syntactic competence. 
 3. Interference from Mother Tongue or Other Languages:   The syntactic errors observed may be influenced by interference from students’ first languages or local dialects. While this is an important factor, the study may not have the tools or data to thoroughly investigate how mother-tongue interference specifically contributes to syntactic errors, potentially oversimplifying the issue.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Since this study is based on analysis of syntactic errors committed by senior secondary school students within Ilorin metropolis, future researchers can conduct similar study in other state of the federation covering a wider geographical scope and probably at a junior school level. 
	It is also suggested that future researcher could carry out a study on errors in other aspect of English Language like; Morphological, Phonological and Semantic error analysis of L2 learners.
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APPENDIX
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY, ADO-EKITI 
IN AFFILIATION WITH
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ANALYSIS OF SYNTACTIC ERRORS COMMITTED BY SSII STUDENT WITHIN ILORIN METROPOLIS.

Dear Respondents,
	The researcher is a student of the above mentioned institution. The questionnaire is to find out analysis of syntactic errors committed by SSII student within Ilorin metropolis. Your credible feedback is needed and will be well appreciated. I humbly seek your cooperation and support purposefully for the success of this research. The information in the questionnaire will be treated only for the research purpose. Thanks for your cooperation.
									Yours faithfully,
									Raji Mariam Bola  

SECTION A:- STUDENT PERSONAL DATA
1. Name of School…………………………………………………………
2. Gender: Male  (    )	Female(     )
3. Student: - SS I(   ),  SS II (    ),SS III  (   )
Please read each question carefully and choose the best alternative from letter A-D to complete each of the sentences below.
1. _______ the agreement in favor of the proposal (a) there are (b) this was (c) this is (d) that was 
2. The news of our successes ______ far and wide (a) have spread (b) has spread (c) was spread (d) were spread
3. I believe that each of my friend _______ (a) are passed (b) are passing (c) has passed (d) have passed
4. There is _______ season in what he is saying. (a) many (b) little (c) lot (d) plenty
5. For lunch, we shall have _______ beef. (a) fly (b) roast (c) roasted (d) roasting 
6. Bola has a ________ (a) result first class worthy (b) first class worthy result (c) worthy first-class result (d) result worthy first class
7. We need _______ to hang our washing. (a) clothes-pegs (b) clothes-peg (c) cloth peg (d) cloth pegs
8. We must insist _______ getting our result early. (a) to (b) on (c) at (d) by
9. Let us all _______ from spreading false rumors. (a) insist (b) resist (c) desist (d) persist 
10. The driver was wounded _______ the legs (a) in (b) on (c) at (d) by
11. My children always go to school ______ bus (a) to an (b) by (c) in a (d) by a 
12. Would you mind _________ this box? (a) to lift (b) to be lifting (c) lifting (d) to have lifted 
13. Some of us used to ________ without any cause (a) being punished (b) being punishing (c) punish (d) have punished.
14. He __________ the work last Monday (a) has already finished (b) finished (c) has finished (d) is finished 
15. It is time we ________ up this silly idea (a) give (b) will give (c) gave (d) are giving 
SECTION C:
	Not more than two paragraphs, write an essay on the importance of language.
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