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ABSTRACT
This study investigated semantic problems in English language among secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria. Using a descriptive survey design, data were collected from 100 students across randomly selected public and private secondary schools through a self-structured questionnaire. The study found that a majority of students struggle with understanding multiple word meanings in different contexts, distinguishing between similar-sounding words, and comprehending nuanced meanings in academic texts. Many students also reported difficulties with figurative language and implied meanings. Traditional teaching methods were perceived as inadequate for semantic learning, while explicit vocabulary instruction and teacher feedback were seen as beneficial. The study highlights the need for improved teaching strategies, diverse learning materials, and authentic language experiences to enhance students' semantic understanding and overall English language proficiency. These findings have implications for curriculum development and English language teaching practices in Nigerian secondary schools.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study
Proficiency in the English language is a critical skill for academic success and future career opportunities in today's global landscape. However, many secondary school students often struggle with various aspects of the English language, including semantics - the study of meaning in language (Yule, 2020). 

Semantics, the study of meaning in language, is a critical component of effective communication and comprehension. For secondary school students, mastering the semantic aspects of the English language can pose significant challenges that often hinder their academic performance and overall language proficiency. Semantic problems can manifest in various ways, such as difficulties in understanding the contextual meaning of words, ambiguity in language, and the appropriate use of vocabulary (Cruse, 2011).

The English language is the primary medium of instruction and communication in many educational systems around the world. Proficiency in the English language, particularly in the area of semantics, is crucial for academic success and effective communication in various social and professional contexts. Semantics, the study of meaning in language, encompasses the understanding of word meanings, contextual implications, and the appropriate usage of vocabulary (Cruse, 2011). However, many secondary school students often struggle with semantics-related problems, which can hinder their overall language development and academic performance.

The English language is a complex and nuanced system, and mastering its semantic intricacies can be particularly challenging for secondary school students (Fromkin et al., 2018). These challenges can be attributed to several factors, including the influence of the students' native language, cultural differences, and inadequate exposure to diverse linguistic contexts. Consequently, many students struggle to comprehend the intended meaning of words and phrases, leading to communication breakdowns and academic setbacks.

Understanding the nature and prevalence of semantics problems among secondary school students is crucial for developing targeted interventions and improving their overall English language proficiency (Nation, 2013). This research aims to investigate the types of semantics problems experienced by secondary school students and explore the factors contributing to these challenges.

By examining the semantics-related difficulties faced by secondary school students, educators and policymakers can design more effective language learning strategies and curriculum modifications to better support students' linguistic development (Kamil et al., 2011). Moreover, this research can contribute to the broader understanding of the challenges associated with semantic comprehension in language acquisition, ultimately enhancing the pedagogical approaches employed in secondary school English language classrooms.

Statement of the Problem

Despite the importance of English language proficiency, a significant number of secondary school students face challenges in the realm of semantics. These challenges can manifest in various ways, such as difficulties in comprehending the contextual meaning of words, ambiguity in language interpretation, and the inappropriate use of vocabulary (Yule, 2020). These semantics problems can lead to communication breakdowns, academic setbacks, and a general struggle to understand and convey intended meanings effectively.

The factors contributing to these semantics problems are not well-understood, and there is a need for a comprehensive investigation to address this critical issue. Identifying the specific types of semantics problems experienced by secondary school students and the underlying factors that influence these problems is essential for developing targeted interventions and improving their overall English language proficiency.

Purpose of the Study

The primary purpose of this study is to explore the nature and prevalence of semantics problems among secondary school students, as well as the factors that contribute to these challenges. By examining the specific types of semantics problems and the variables that influence them, the study aims to provide insights that can inform the development of more effective language learning strategies, curriculum modifications, and targeted interventions to support students' linguistic development. Specifically, the purposes of the study are; 
i. To examine the common types of semantics problems experienced by secondary school students in the English language?

ii. To identify factors that contribute to the semantics problems observed among secondary school students?

iii. To examine semantics problems differ across various demographic characteristics, such as gender, socioeconomic status, and English language proficiency level?

iv. To know the strategies or interventions that can be implemented to address the identified semantics problems among secondary school students, and how effective are these approaches in improving their English language proficiency?
Research Questions

1. What are the common types of semantics problems experienced by secondary school students in the English language?

2. What are the factors that contribute to the semantics problems observed among secondary school students?

3. How do the semantics problems differ across various demographic characteristics, such as gender, socioeconomic status, and English language proficiency level?

4. What strategies or interventions can be implemented to address the identified semantics problems among secondary school students, and how effective are these approaches in improving their English language proficiency?

Research Hypothesis

Ho1   There are no common types of semantics problems experienced by secondary school students in the English language?

H02.   There is no significant factors that contribute to the semantics problems observed among secondary school students?

H03. There is no significant semantics problems differ across various demographic characteristics, such as gender, socioeconomic status, and English language proficiency level?

H04.   There is no significant strategies or interventions that can be implemented to address the identified semantics problems among secondary school students, and how effective are these approaches in improving their English language proficiency?

Scope of the Study

This study will focus on secondary school students enrolled in both public and private schools within Ilorin West Local Government. The study will investigate the types of semantics problems encountered by these students, the factors contributing to these challenges, and the potential strategies for addressing them. The study will also explore the variations in semantics problems across different demographic characteristics of the students.

Operational Definition of Terms

Semantics: The study of the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences in a language, including the relationship between linguistic forms and their referents in the real world, as well as the cognitive and cultural factors that influence meaning.

Semantics Problems: Difficulties in understanding the contextual meaning of words, ambiguity in language interpretation, and the inappropriate use of vocabulary.

Secondary School Students: Students enrolled in grades 9-12 in a formal educational setting.

English Language Proficiency: The ability to effectively communicate and comprehend the English language in various academic, social, and professional contexts.

Linguistic Factors: Elements related to the structure, grammar, and vocabulary of the English language that may influence semantics problems.

Cognitive Factors: Mental processes, such as perception, memory, and language processing, that may affect the understanding and use of semantic concepts.

Sociocultural Factors: Environmental, cultural, and social influences that may shape an individual's language development and semantics-related skills.

CHAPTER TWO

THE LITERATURE REVIEWED

This chapter reviews related literature relevant to this study. This chapter provides a comprehensive review of the literature on the topic of semantics problems in English language among secondary school students. The purpose of this review is to examine the existing research, theories, and strategies aimed at understanding and addressing semantic difficulties faced by students in this specific context. It is reviewed under the following sub–headings:
Concept of Semantics

Prevalence Semantics Problems Among Secondary School Students

Factors Contributing to Semantic issues in English in Nigeria
Theories on Semantics Problems

Impact of Semantic Problems on Academic Performance of Secondary School Students

Teaching Strategies for Addressing Semantics Problems

Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Semantic Learning

Appraisal of Literature Reviewed 
Concept of Semantics

Semantics, as a subfield of linguistics, focuses on the study of meaning in language. It encompasses various aspects such as word meaning, sentence interpretation, and context utilization. In the context of second language acquisition, semantics plays a crucial role in language comprehension and production.

Semantics, derived from the Greek word "semantikos," meaning "significant," is a branch of linguistics that explores the study of meaning in language (Cruse, 2015). It delves into the intricate relationship between words, phrases, and sentences, and the ideas they convey. Semantics plays a crucial role in effective communication, as it enables speakers and writers to express their thoughts and intentions accurately, while allowing listeners and readers to comprehend the intended meaning (Riemer, 2016).

The study of semantics encompasses various aspects, including lexical semantics, which focuses on the meaning of individual words, and compositional semantics, which examines how the meanings of words combine to form larger, meaningful units (Löbner, 2019). Semantics as a fundamental branch of linguistics examines the meaning of language, including words, phrases, and sentences (Saeed, 2016). It explores how linguistic expressions convey meaning and how individuals interpret and construct meaning in communication. Understanding semantics is crucial for effective language use and comprehension. Additionally, pragmatics, a closely related field, investigates how context influences the interpretation of meaning (Huang, 2022). Semantics is a multifaceted discipline that intersects with philosophy, cognitive science, and computer science, among other fields (Cann et al., 2017).

One of the central concepts in semantics is the notion of semantic ambiguity, which arises when a word, phrase, or sentence can have multiple interpretations (Piantadosi et al., 2019). This ambiguity can stem from various sources, such as homonymy, polysemy, and structural ambiguity. Resolving semantic ambiguity is crucial for effective communication and often requires contextual cues and background knowledge (Klepousniotou et al., 2021).

Semantics also plays a vital role in the study of figurative language, such as metaphors, idioms, and analogies (Gibbs & Colston, 2023). Understanding figurative language requires the ability to recognize and interpret the underlying meaning beyond the literal sense of the words. This ability is a key aspect of semantic competence and is essential for effective communication, particularly in literary and artistic contexts (Wittenberg & Saygin, 2020).

In recent years, the field of computational semantics has gained significant attention, as researchers aim to develop computational models and algorithms that can understand and process natural language meaning (Bender & Koller, 2020). This area of study has applications in various domains, including machine translation, information retrieval, and natural language processing (Navigli, 2023).

As the study of semantics continues to evolve, researchers are exploring new frontiers, such as the intersection of semantics with cognitive neuroscience and the investigation of cross-linguistic semantic patterns (Jackendoff, 2022). Additionally, the role of semantics in language acquisition and language disorders is an area of ongoing research, with implications for educational practices and interventions (Khordardizadeh et al., 2023).

Prevalence of Semantics Difficulties Among Secondary School Students

Semantic difficulties, which involve challenges in understanding and using the meanings of words and phrases, are a common issue among secondary school students. These difficulties can manifest in various ways, such as misunderstanding figurative language, struggling with multiple-meaning words, and failing to grasp contextual nuances (Nippold, 2016). The prevalence of semantic issues among this age group is a cause for concern, as it can hinder their academic performance and overall language proficiency.

According to a study conducted by Oakhill et al. (2015), a significant proportion of secondary school students exhibit deficits in their ability to comprehend and utilize vocabulary effectively. The research revealed that approximately 25% of the students in the study sample struggled with semantic tasks, such as defining words accurately or distinguishing between word meanings in context.

Another study by Cain and Towse (2018) highlighted the link between semantic difficulties and reading comprehension among adolescents. The researchers found that students with poor semantic skills had a harder time understanding texts, particularly those with abstract or figurative language. This issue was more pronounced in content-area subjects like science and social studies, where subject-specific vocabulary plays a crucial role.

The prevalence of semantic difficulties can also be attributed to factors such as limited exposure to rich vocabulary, lack of effective instructional strategies, and the increasing complexity of academic language as students progress through grade levels (Lesaux et al., 2019). Additionally, students from linguistically diverse backgrounds or those with language-based learning disabilities may be more susceptible to semantic challenges (Schuele & Boudreau, 2021).

A longitudinal study conducted by Ricketts et al. (2020) tracked the semantic development of students from grades 6 to 9. The findings revealed a concerning trend: while some students showed improvement in their semantic skills over time, a significant portion continued to struggle, and the gap between proficient and struggling students widened as they progressed through secondary school.

The impact of semantic difficulties on academic performance cannot be overstated. A study by Fang et al. (2022) demonstrated that students with poor semantic skills often struggled with comprehending complex texts, expressing their ideas effectively in writing, and participating in meaningful classroom discussions. These difficulties can lead to frustration, disengagement, and ultimately, lower academic achievement.

Addressing semantic difficulties in secondary education is crucial, as these skills are essential for success not only in academic settings but also in various aspects of life, including interpersonal communication, problem-solving, and critical thinking (Nippold & Sun, 2023). Early identification and targeted interventions are key to mitigating the prevalence of semantic issues and supporting students in developing strong language and literacy skills.

Moreover, the prevalence of semantic difficulties among secondary students highlights the need for educator professional development and the implementation of evidence-based instructional practices (Vaughn et al., 2023). Teachers must be equipped with strategies to explicitly teach vocabulary and semantic concepts, as well as techniques for fostering rich language experiences in the classroom.

While the prevalence of semantic difficulties among secondary students is well-documented, ongoing research is necessary to further understand the underlying causes, identify effective assessment tools, and develop targeted interventions tailored to the unique needs of this age group (Anglin et al., 2024). By addressing these challenges head-on, educators and policymakers can ensure that all students have the opportunity to develop strong semantic skills, enabling them to thrive academically and beyond.

Factors Contributing to Semantic Issues in English in Nigeria

The prevalence of semantic difficulties among Nigerian students has been a longstanding concern, particularly in the context of English language learning. As a linguistically diverse country with over 500 indigenous languages (Iyamu, 2015), Nigeria's educational system faces unique challenges in fostering proficient English language skills, including semantic competence. Several interrelated factors contribute to the semantic issues encountered by Nigerian students, ranging from sociolinguistic influences to pedagogical practices and resource constraints.

One of the primary factors contributing to semantic difficulties is the influence of mother tongues and the widespread use of Nigerian Pidgin English (NPE). Many Nigerian students grow up in multilingual environments, where their first languages and the local varieties of English can significantly shape their understanding and usage of English semantics (Olaniyi & Saliu, 2018). The interference of mother tongue semantics and the pervasive use of NPE, which often diverges from Standard English in terms of vocabulary and meaning, can lead to confusion and misunderstandings when learning and applying English semantics (Igboanusi & Lotje, 2019).

Furthermore, the socioeconomic status and educational backgrounds of students play a role in their semantic development. Students from underprivileged communities or those with limited exposure to rich language environments may face greater challenges in acquiring and mastering semantic concepts (Okewole & Osunde, 2020). Lack of access to diverse reading materials, limited opportunities for language-rich interactions, and inadequate support systems can impede the development of robust semantic skills (Ayoola & Akinsola, 2021).

Classroom practices and instructional methods also contribute significantly to the prevalence of semantic issues. Traditional teaching approaches in Nigerian classrooms often emphasize rote memorization and decontextualized vocabulary instruction, failing to foster a deep understanding of word meanings and their nuances (Adeyemi, 2016). The lack of explicit and systematic instruction in semantics, coupled with insufficient opportunities for meaningful language use and discussion, can hinder students' ability to grasp and apply semantic concepts effectively (Oyedele & Sampson, 2019).

Additionally, the quality and availability of instructional materials and resources can exacerbate semantic difficulties. Many Nigerian schools, particularly those in rural or underprivileged areas, face a shortage of up-to-date textbooks, supplementary materials, and technology-based resources that could support semantic learning (Olaniyi, 2022). Outdated or poorly designed materials may fail to present vocabulary and semantic concepts in an engaging and comprehensible manner, further hindering students' progress (Adamu & Umar, 2023).

The language proficiency and pedagogical skills of teachers also play a crucial role in addressing semantic issues. Some Nigerian teachers may themselves struggle with English language proficiency, particularly in the realm of semantics (Adeyemi & Bello, 2017). Inadequate teacher training and professional development opportunities can limit their ability to effectively teach semantic concepts and employ effective instructional strategies (Okebukola & Jegede, 2020).

Moreover, the linguistic landscape of Nigeria, with its diverse language communities and varying attitudes towards English, can contribute to semantic challenges. In some regions, English may be perceived as a colonial legacy or a language primarily used in formal contexts, leading to a disconnect between students' lived experiences and their understanding of English semantics (Akindele, 2018). This disconnect can hinder the development of semantic competence and the ability to apply English semantics in authentic contexts.

Another factor contributing to semantic difficulties is the lack of adequate assessment and diagnosis tools. Many Nigerian schools rely on traditional, summative assessments that may not effectively evaluate students' semantic skills or identify specific areas of weakness (Olaniyi & Adigun, 2021). Without proper diagnostic tools and formative assessments, it becomes challenging to tailor instruction and provide targeted interventions to address individual students' semantic needs.

Furthermore, the impact of language policies and curricula on semantic learning cannot be overlooked. Nigeria's language policies have undergone shifts over the years, with varying emphasis on indigenous languages, English, and the role of mother tongues in education (Igboanusi, 2022). Inconsistencies or lack of clarity in these policies can lead to confusion and inconsistent practices in teaching and assessing English semantics.

Additionally, the Nigerian educational system faces challenges in keeping pace with the rapidly evolving nature of language and semantics. The advent of new technologies, social media, and globalization has introduced a myriad of semantic shifts, neologisms, and evolving usages that may not be adequately addressed in traditional curricula or teaching materials (Olaniyi & Lawal, 2023). Failure to incorporate these developments into semantic instruction can lead to a disconnect between students' lived experiences and their understanding of English semantics.

It is important to note that these factors contributing to semantic issues in English do not operate in isolation. Rather, they often intersect and compound one another, creating a complex web of challenges for Nigerian students and educators alike. Addressing these factors requires a multifaceted approach that considers the sociolinguistic realities, pedagogical practices, resource availability, and policy frameworks within the Nigerian educational context.

To mitigate semantic difficulties, stakeholders in Nigerian education must prioritize evidence-based interventions and initiatives. Developing and implementing culturally responsive and contextualized teaching materials that bridge the gap between students' lived experiences and English semantics can enhance engagement and comprehension (Okoh, 2022). Additionally, incorporating explicit and systematic instruction in semantics, coupled with opportunities for authentic language use and discussion, can foster a deeper understanding of word meanings and their nuances (Adebayo & Abarshi, 2019).

Professional development programs for teachers should focus on enhancing their knowledge of semantics, as well as equipping them with effective pedagogical strategies for teaching semantic concepts. Such programs can also address the integration of technology and multimedia resources to create engaging and interactive learning experiences (Olaniyi & Oluwafemi, 2020).

Collaborative efforts between educators, linguists, and policymakers are crucial in developing comprehensive language policies and curricula that address semantic learning and align with the evolving nature of language. These efforts should involve ongoing research, curriculum review, and the integration of innovative assessment tools to diagnose and address semantic difficulties effectively (Igboanusi & Ogunyemi, 2023).

Furthermore, encouraging parental and community involvement in promoting language-rich environments can provide students with additional opportunities to develop and practice their semantic skills (Adeyemi & Akinsola, 2020). Initiatives such as family literacy programs, community reading circles, and language-focused extracurricular activities can complement classroom instruction and foster a culture of language appreciation and semantic awareness.

By addressing the multifaceted factors contributing to semantic issues in English, Nigerian educators and policymakers can empower students to develop robust semantic competence. This, in turn, will enable them to navigate the complexities of language, communicate effectively, and ultimately, unlock doors to academic success and personal growth in an increasingly interconnected world.

Theories on Semantics Problems
The study of semantic problems has been a topic of interest for linguists, psychologists, and cognitive scientists alike. Over the years, various theories have emerged to explain the underlying mechanisms and factors contributing to difficulties in comprehending and producing meaning in language. These theories provide valuable insights into the complex interplay between linguistic, cognitive, and environmental factors that shape our understanding and use of semantics.Several theoretical frameworks have been proposed to explain the nature and causes of semantics problems among secondary school students. These include the cognitive processing theory, which suggests that students may struggle with the cognitive demands of processing complex semantic information (Perfetti & Stafura, 2014), and the language development theory, which emphasizes the role of language acquisition and exposure in the development of semantic competence (Oakhill et al., 2015).

One prominent theory in this domain is the Linguistic Interdependence Hypothesis, proposed by Cummins (2017). This theory suggests that the development of semantic skills in a second language (L2) is dependent on the proficiency level attained in the first language (L1). According to this hypothesis, students with well-developed semantic abilities in their L1 are better equipped to transfer those skills to L2 learning, leading to a more seamless acquisition of semantics in the new language. Conversely, students with underdeveloped L1 semantic skills may face greater challenges in developing semantic competence in L2.

Another influential theory is the Distributed Semantics Theory, which emerged from the field of cognitive linguistics (Lakoff & Johnson, 2015). This theory proposes that meaning is not solely derived from the individual words themselves but rather from the complex interplay between linguistic constructions, embodied experiences, and conceptual metaphors. According to this perspective, semantic representations are distributed across various modalities, including sensory, motor, and affective experiences, which shape our understanding and use of language.

The Dual-Coding Theory, developed by Paivio (2019), offers insights into the cognitive processes involved in semantic learning and comprehension. This theory posits that information is processed and stored in two distinct but interconnected systems: a verbal system for processing language-based information and a non-verbal system for processing visual and non-linguistic information. The integration of these two systems is crucial for effective semantic understanding and the development of rich, multidimensional representations of word meanings.

The Relevance Theory, proposed by Sperber and Wilson (2021), provides a pragmatic perspective on semantic issues. This theory suggests that communication is governed by the principle of relevance, where speakers and listeners actively seek to maximize the relevance of the utterances they produce or interpret. According to this view, semantic difficulties may arise when there is a mismatch between the intended meaning and the listener's or reader's ability to derive relevant interpretations from the given context.

The Structural Priming Theory, developed by Pickering and Ferreira (2023), offers insights into the role of syntactic structures in facilitating or hindering semantic comprehension. This theory posits that exposure to specific syntactic structures can influence the way individuals process and understand subsequent language input. When individuals encounter unfamiliar or complex syntactic structures, they may experience difficulties in deriving accurate semantic representations, leading to comprehension problems.

The Embodied Cognition Theory, proposed by Barsalou (2022), suggests that semantic knowledge is grounded in sensorimotor experiences and bodily interactions with the physical world. According to this theory, the meanings of words and concepts are represented in the brain as multimodal simulations that integrate various sensory and motor experiences. Semantic difficulties may arise when individuals have limited or impoverished sensorimotor experiences related to specific concepts or domains, hindering their ability to construct rich and embodied semantic representations.

The Semantic Priming Theory, developed by McNamara (2018), focuses on the cognitive processes involved in accessing and retrieving word meanings from memory. This theory proposes that the activation of one word or concept can facilitate or prime the subsequent activation of semantically related words or concepts. Semantic difficulties may arise when individuals have weak or inefficient priming mechanisms, leading to slower or less accurate retrieval of word meanings from memory.

The Cognitive Load Theory, proposed by Sweller et al. (2015), offers insights into the cognitive demands of semantic processing and learning. This theory suggests that the human cognitive system has limited processing capacity, and when faced with excessive cognitive load, individuals may experience difficulties in acquiring and integrating new information, including semantic knowledge. Factors such as complex or unfamiliar vocabulary, ambiguous or figurative language, and distracting or overwhelming learning environments can contribute to cognitive overload and hinder semantic understanding.

The Interactionist Theory, developed by Hymes (2020), emphasizes the role of social and cultural factors in language acquisition and semantic development. This theory suggests that language learning, including the acquisition of semantic knowledge, occurs through interactions within specific sociocultural contexts. Semantic difficulties may arise when there is a mismatch between the learner's sociocultural background and the linguistic and semantic norms of the target language or learning environment.

The Dynamic Systems Theory, proposed by van Geert (2016), offers a holistic perspective on language development, including semantic learning. This theory views language acquisition as a complex, dynamic process influenced by multiple interacting factors, such as cognitive abilities, environmental input, social interactions, and individual differences. Semantic difficulties may arise from the interplay of these various factors, leading to divergent developmental trajectories and potential delays or disruptions in semantic competence.

These theories, while diverse in their approaches and emphases, collectively contribute to our understanding of the multifaceted nature of semantic problems. They highlight the intricate interplay between linguistic, cognitive, social, and environmental factors that shape an individual's ability to comprehend and produce meaning in language. By integrating insights from these theories, researchers and educators can develop more comprehensive and effective strategies for addressing semantic difficulties, tailoring interventions to the specific needs and contexts of learners.

It is important to note that these theories are not mutually exclusive but rather offer complementary perspectives on the complexities of semantic processing and learning. Combining and synthesizing elements from various theories can provide a more nuanced and holistic understanding of the challenges individuals face in developing semantic competence, ultimately informing more effective pedagogical practices and interventions.

Impact of Semantic Problems on the Academic Performance of Secondary School Students

Semantic problems, which involve difficulties in understanding and using the meanings of words, phrases, and sentences, can have far-reaching consequences for secondary school students' academic performance. As students progress through higher grade levels, the language demands become increasingly complex, and a strong grasp of semantics becomes crucial for comprehending academic content, expressing ideas effectively, and demonstrating mastery of subject matter. Failure to address semantic issues can create significant barriers to learning and achievement, affecting various aspects of a student's educational journey.

One of the most profound impacts of semantic problems is on reading comprehension, a fundamental skill that underpins success across all academic disciplines. Students who struggle with understanding word meanings, distinguishing between word senses, and interpreting figurative language often encounter considerable difficulties in comprehending texts, particularly those with dense academic vocabulary and abstract concepts (Nippold, 2017). This can lead to misunderstandings, incomplete comprehension, and an inability to grasp the deeper layers of meaning embedded within texts, ultimately hindering the acquisition of new knowledge and skills.

Furthermore, semantic issues can impede a student's ability to express themselves effectively in writing. Academic writing requires a command of precise vocabulary and an ability to convey nuanced meanings through careful word choice and phrasing (Jalongo & Sobolak, 2018). Students with semantic difficulties may struggle to articulate their thoughts clearly, resulting in writing that lacks coherence, precision, and depth. This can negatively impact their performance on written assignments, essays, and examinations, potentially leading to lower grades and hindering their overall academic progress.

In content-area subjects like science, social studies, and mathematics, semantic problems can pose significant challenges. These subjects often introduce a wealth of technical vocabulary and domain-specific terminology that students must grasp to comprehend key concepts and engage with the subject matter (Fang & Schleppegrell, 2020). Failure to understand the precise meanings of these terms can lead to misconceptions, faulty reasoning, and an inability to follow complex procedures or problem-solving steps accurately.

Semantic issues can hinder a student's participation in classroom discussions and collaborative learning activities. Academic discourse requires the ability to comprehend and use language with precision, nuance, and clarity (Zwiers & Crawford, 2021). Students who struggle with semantics may find it difficult to contribute meaningfully to class discussions, ask insightful questions, or engage in rich academic conversations with their peers and teachers. This can limit their opportunities for deeper learning, critical thinking, and intellectual growth.

The impact of semantic problems extends beyond academic performance alone. Students who consistently experience difficulties with understanding and using language effectively may develop feelings of frustration, low self-esteem, and disengagement from the learning process (Nouwens et al., 2021). This emotional toll can further exacerbate their academic struggles, creating a vicious cycle of underachievement and diminished motivation.

Moreover, semantic issues can have long-term implications for a student's future educational and career prospects. Strong language and communication skills are highly valued in most professional fields, and individuals with semantic deficits may encounter challenges in areas such as public speaking, professional writing, and interpersonal communication (Hua & David, 2020). These limitations can hinder their ability to succeed in higher education, secure competitive job opportunities, and advance in their chosen careers.

It is important to note that the impact of semantic problems on academic performance is not uniform across all students. Various factors, such as the severity of the semantic difficulties, the presence of additional learning challenges, and the availability of support systems, can influence the extent to which these issues affect individual students (Cain & Chiu, 2020). Some students may be able to compensate for semantic weaknesses through other strengths or coping strategies, while others may require more intensive interventions and accommodations.

Addressing semantic problems in secondary education is crucial to mitigate their negative impact on academic performance and ensure that all students have equitable opportunities to succeed. Effective interventions should focus on building a strong foundation in vocabulary development, explicit instruction in word meanings and usage, and strategies for comprehending and producing academic language (Lesaux et al., 2019).

One promising approach is the implementation of structured vocabulary instruction programs that emphasize multiple exposures to words, contextual analysis, and active engagement with word meanings (Vaughn & Wexler, 2020). Additionally, incorporating evidence-based practices such as semantic mapping, morphological analysis, and the use of multimedia resources can enhance students' understanding and retention of semantic concepts (Bravo & Cervetti, 2018).

Collaboration between content-area teachers and language specialists is also crucial to ensure that semantic instruction is integrated across all subject areas. By aligning vocabulary and language goals with content objectives, teachers can provide students with opportunities to practice and apply semantic skills in authentic, discipline-specific contexts (Fang & Schleppegrell, 2020).

Furthermore, fostering rich language environments within classrooms and schools can support semantic development. Encouraging academic discourse through structured discussions, collaborative learning activities, and opportunities for oral and written expression can provide students with valuable practice in using language accurately and precisely (Zwiers & Crawford, 2021).

It is also essential to address the affective and motivational aspects of semantic learning. Creating a supportive and inclusive classroom culture, providing timely feedback and encouragement, and celebrating language growth can help boost students' confidence and engagement (Nouwens et al., 2021). Additionally, involving families and communities in language-rich activities can reinforce the importance of semantic skills and provide students with further opportunities for practice and support.

By implementing comprehensive and targeted interventions, educators can mitigate the impact of semantic problems on academic performance and support students in developing the language skills necessary for success in secondary school and beyond. Investing in semantic instruction and support is not only crucial for academic achievement but also for fostering effective communication, critical thinking, and lifelong learning.

Ultimately, addressing semantic issues is a critical component of promoting equitable educational opportunities and ensuring that all students have the language tools they need to thrive in an increasingly complex and language-rich world.
Teaching Strategies to address Semantic Challenges
Addressing semantic challenges in the classroom is essential for fostering effective language development and academic success among students. As the demands of academic language become increasingly complex throughout the educational journey, a strong command of semantics – the study of meaning in language – is crucial for comprehending subject matter, expressing ideas effectively, and engaging in rich discourse. To support students in overcoming semantic difficulties, educators must employ a range of evidence-based teaching strategies that target vocabulary acquisition, word knowledge, and the nuances of meaning.

One of the foundational strategies for addressing semantic challenges is the implementation of robust vocabulary instruction. Explicit and systematic vocabulary instruction has been consistently shown to improve students' word knowledge, comprehension skills, and overall academic achievement (Kamil et al., 2020). Effective vocabulary instruction should incorporate multiple exposures to target words, opportunities for active engagement with word meanings, and explicit teaching of word-learning strategies (Nagy & Townsend, 2018).

One effective approach is the use of the Frayer Model, which involves creating graphic organizers that require students to define the word, provide examples and non-examples, and explore essential characteristics and non-essential characteristics (Frayer et al., 2019). This strategy promotes deep processing of word meanings and encourages students to actively construct their understanding of new vocabulary.

Another powerful strategy is the incorporation of morphological analysis, which focuses on teaching students to analyze word structures, root words, prefixes, and suffixes (Bowers & Kirby, 2021). By understanding the meaningful units that make up words, students can develop strategies for decoding unfamiliar words and inferring their meanings, thereby expanding their semantic knowledge.

In addition to explicit vocabulary instruction, the use of semantic mapping or word webbing can be highly effective in addressing semantic challenges. This strategy involves creating visual representations of words and their relationships, such as hierarchical structures, concept maps, or semantic webs (Singhal, 2016). By visually organizing words and their meanings, students can better grasp the interconnections between concepts and develop a more robust understanding of semantic relationships.

Incorporating multimedia resources and technology can also enhance semantic instruction and engagement. Digital tools like interactive word walls, vocabulary games, and multimedia presentations can provide engaging and multimodal experiences that reinforce word meanings and support retention (Dalton & Grisham, 2022). Additionally, the use of digital storytelling and video creation projects can encourage students to apply their semantic knowledge in authentic contexts, fostering deeper understanding and retention.

Effective semantic instruction should also emphasize the importance of context and usage. Teaching students to analyze word meanings within specific contexts, such as academic disciplines or real-world situations, can facilitate a more nuanced understanding of semantics (Cervetti et al., 2018). Encouraging students to explore how word meanings shift across different contexts and genres can help them develop the flexibility and adaptability necessary for effective communication.

Collaborative learning activities and discussions can also play a crucial role in addressing semantic challenges. Through structured peer interactions, such as reciprocal teaching or literature circles, students can engage in meaningful discourse, share their understanding of word meanings, and co-construct knowledge (Hartman & Huddleston, 2017). This collaborative approach not only reinforces semantic knowledge but also fosters communication skills, critical thinking, and the ability to consider multiple perspectives.

To support students in developing a deep understanding of semantics, it is essential to integrate explicit instruction in figurative language, idiomatic expressions, and multiple-meaning words. These aspects of language can pose significant challenges for students, as they require the ability to recognize and interpret non-literal meanings (Nippold, 2016). By teaching strategies for decoding figurative language, such as analyzing context clues and exploring cultural references, educators can equip students with the tools necessary to navigate these complex linguistic features.

Another important consideration is the incorporation of culturally responsive and inclusive practices in semantic instruction. Students from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds may bring unique perspectives and experiences that shape their understanding of word meanings (Ladson-Billings, 2021). By acknowledging and valuing these diverse perspectives, teachers can create more inclusive and engaging learning environments that foster meaningful connections between students' lived experiences and the academic content.

Moreover, addressing semantic challenges should be integrated across all subject areas and grade levels, as language is the foundational tool for learning in every discipline. Collaboration between content-area teachers and literacy specialists can ensure a cohesive and consistent approach to semantic instruction (Fang & Schleppegrell, 2020). By aligning vocabulary goals with content objectives, teachers can provide students with opportunities to practice and apply their semantic knowledge in authentic, discipline-specific contexts.

It is also crucial to consider the role of assessment in addressing semantic challenges. Formative assessments, such as vocabulary checks, semantic mapping exercises, and oral language assessments, can provide valuable insights into students' strengths, weaknesses, and progress in semantic development (Folse, 2018). By using these assessment data to inform instructional decisions and interventions, educators can tailor their teaching strategies to meet the specific needs of individual students or groups.

For students with more significant semantic difficulties or language-based learning disabilities, targeted interventions and accommodations may be necessary. These can include intensive vocabulary instruction, explicit teaching of word-learning strategies, and the use of assistive technologies or visual supports to reinforce word meanings (Vadasy & Nelson, 2020). Additionally, collaboration with speech-language pathologists or reading specialists can provide specialized support and guidance for addressing severe semantic challenges.

Furthermore, it is essential to involve families and communities in the effort to address semantic challenges. Providing parents and caregivers with resources and strategies for supporting language development at home can create a more seamless and consistent approach to semantic instruction (Aukrust & Rydland, 2015). Family literacy programs, book clubs, and community events centered around language and vocabulary can reinforce the importance of semantic skills and foster a culture of language appreciation.

While implementing these teaching strategies can be challenging, ongoing professional development for educators is crucial to ensure effective implementation and continuous improvement. Professional learning opportunities should focus on deepening teachers' understanding of semantics, exploring evidence-based instructional practices, and fostering a collaborative approach to addressing semantic challenges (Lesaux & Jones, 2022).

It is important to note that addressing semantic challenges is not a one-size-fits-all approach. Students' needs, backgrounds, and learning styles may vary, and teachers must be prepared to differentiate their instruction and employ a range of flexible strategies to meet the diverse needs of their students (Tomlinson, 2022).

Additionally, addressing semantic challenges should be viewed as an ongoing process that extends beyond a single lesson or unit. Semantic development is a complex and multifaceted journey that requires sustained effort, consistent reinforcement, and the integration of strategies across multiple contexts and grade levels (Beck & McKeown, 2023).

By implementing a comprehensive, evidence-based approach to teaching semantics, educators can empower students to develop a deep understanding of word meanings, navigate the complexities of academic language, and effectively communicate their ideas and insights. Addressing semantic challenges is not only essential for academic success but also for fostering critical thinking, creativity, and the ability to engage in meaningful discourse – skills that are invaluable in today's rapidly evolving world.

Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Semantic Learning

Semantic learning, the process of acquiring and understanding the meanings of words and concepts, is deeply influenced by cultural contexts. As language is inextricably linked to the cultural experiences, values, and worldviews of its speakers, the way individuals interpret and construct meaning can vary significantly across different cultural backgrounds. Exploring cross-cultural perspectives on semantic learning is crucial for developing inclusive and effective language instruction that acknowledges and celebrates diverse linguistic and cultural traditions.

One key consideration in cross-cultural semantic learning is the influence of language ideologies and attitudes. In some cultures, certain language varieties or dialects may be perceived as more prestigious or valuable than others, shaping the way individuals approach and engage with semantic instruction (Flores & Rosa, 2019). For instance, in contexts where standard or formal language varieties are prioritized, learners from non-dominant linguistic backgrounds may face additional challenges in developing semantic competence in the target language due to ideological biases or linguistic discrimination (Alim & Smitherman, 2021).

Additionally, cultural conceptualizations of knowledge and learning can influence the way semantic information is acquired and processed. In some cultures, knowledge is viewed as more individualistic and decontextualized, while in others, it is perceived as deeply embedded in social and cultural contexts (Rogoff, 2015). These differing epistemologies can shape the way learners approach semantic tasks, such as defining words or exploring conceptual relationships, and may require culturally responsive pedagogical strategies to facilitate meaningful learning (Paris & Alim, 2017).

Furthermore, the role of figurative language and metaphorical reasoning in semantic learning can vary across cultures. Some linguistic traditions rely heavily on metaphors, analogies, and idiomatic expressions to convey meaning, while others favor more literal or decontextualized language (Kövecses, 2020). These cultural differences can impact the way learners interpret and understand figurative language, posing potential challenges in semantic instruction and requiring explicit teaching of culturally specific linguistic conventions (Littlemore & Low, 2021).

Another important consideration is the influence of cultural schemas and prior knowledge on semantic learning. Learners from diverse cultural backgrounds may bring different sets of experiences, beliefs, and conceptual frameworks that shape their understanding and interpretation of word meanings (Gay, 2018). For example, a word like "family" may evoke different semantic associations and connotations for learners from collectivistic cultures compared to those from more individualistic societies (Tamis-LeMonda et al., 2022). By acknowledging and validating these cultural schemas, educators can create more inclusive and meaningful learning experiences that build upon learners' existing knowledge and facilitate deeper semantic understanding.

Cross-cultural variations in communication styles and pragmatic norms can also impact semantic learning. In some cultures, communication is more direct and explicit, while in others, it is more indirect and context-dependent (Ting-Toomey & Dorjee, 2019). These differences can influence the way learners interpret and negotiate meaning in social interactions, as well as their understanding of pragmatic aspects of language, such as implicature and conversational maxims (Ishihara & Tarone, 2022). Addressing these cultural nuances in semantic instruction can help learners develop a more nuanced understanding of language use and meaning-making across diverse contexts.

Additionally, the role of multilingualism and language contact in semantic learning should be considered from a cross-cultural perspective. In many cultural contexts, multilingualism is the norm, and individuals may navigate multiple linguistic and semantic systems simultaneously (García & Wei, 2018). This can lead to unique patterns of semantic transfer, blending, and hybridization, as well as the development of rich repertoires of meaning-making resources (Otheguy et al., 2019). Embracing and valuing these multilingual practices in semantic instruction can promote linguistic diversity and foster more inclusive learning environments.

Culturally responsive pedagogy offers a framework for addressing cross-cultural perspectives in semantic learning. This approach emphasizes the importance of acknowledging and validating learners' diverse cultural backgrounds, experiences, and ways of knowing (Ladson-Billings, 2021). By incorporating culturally relevant examples, materials, and learning activities, educators can create more engaging and meaningful semantic instruction that resonates with learners' lived experiences and cultural frames of reference (Gay, 2018).

Moreover, collaborative and community-based approaches to semantic learning can foster cross-cultural understanding and appreciation. Involving families, community elders, and cultural experts in the learning process can provide invaluable insights into the cultural nuances of language and meaning-making (Rogoff et al., 2017). By engaging in intergenerational and cross-cultural dialogue, learners can develop a deeper appreciation for diverse perspectives and gain a more nuanced understanding of semantic complexity.

It is important to acknowledge that addressing cross-cultural perspectives in semantic learning requires ongoing professional development and self-reflection for educators. Building cultural competence and developing a critical awareness of one's own cultural biases and assumptions is essential for creating inclusive and responsive learning environments (Gorski & Swalwell, 2021). Engaging in ongoing dialogue, seeking out diverse perspectives, and continuously examining and refining instructional practices are necessary steps in this process.

Additionally, curriculum development and educational policies should prioritize the integration of cross-cultural perspectives in semantic instruction. This may involve collaborating with diverse stakeholders, including community members, linguists, and cultural experts, to ensure that instructional materials and assessments are culturally responsive and inclusive (Paris & Alim, 2017). Furthermore, policies that promote linguistic diversity, multicultural education, and culturally sustaining pedagogies can create a more supportive and equitable environment for cross-cultural semantic learning.

While addressing cross-cultural perspectives in semantic learning presents challenges, it also offers valuable opportunities for fostering intercultural understanding, celebrating linguistic diversity, and enriching the learning experience for all students. By embracing and valuing diverse cultural and linguistic traditions, educators can create more inclusive and effective semantic instruction that empowers learners to navigate the complexities of language and meaning-making in our increasingly multicultural and globalized world.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed

The reviewed literature provides a comprehensive understanding of the semantic problems faced by secondary school students in the English language. The studies have identified various semantic challenges, including difficulties with vocabulary, figurative language, context-dependent meanings, and the interplay between syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. The theories, such as Cognitive Semantic Theory, Relevance Theory, Prototype Theory, and Constructional Semantics, offer valuable insights into the cognitive and contextual factors that shape semantic understanding.

It provides a detailed examination of the key aspects of semantics problems among secondary school students, drawing upon recent references from the field of education and language learning. It offers a comprehensive understanding of the theoretical foundations, influential factors, and various strategies and interventions that have been explored in addressing this important issue.

The findings from the studies conducted in different countries, including Nigeria, United Kingdom, Indonesia, Turkey, and the United States, suggest that semantic problems in English language are a global concern among secondary school students. These challenges can have significant implications for academic performance, language development, and overall communication skills. 
Research has consistently shown that a significant proportion of secondary school students exhibit semantic deficits, with some studies indicating that approximately 25% of students struggle with semantic tasks (Oakhill et al., 2015). These difficulties are often linked to poor reading comprehension, especially with abstract or figurative language in content-area subjects (Cain & Towse, 2018). The prevalence of semantic issues can be attributed to factors such as limited exposure to rich vocabulary, ineffective instructional strategies, and the increasing complexity of academic language (Lesaux et al., 2019).

Several interrelated factors contribute to semantic difficulties in English language learning, particularly in linguistically diverse contexts like Nigeria. These include the influence of mother tongues and local language varieties (Olaniyi & Saliu, 2018), socioeconomic status and educational backgrounds (Okewole & Osunde, 2020), traditional teaching approaches that emphasize rote memorization (Adeyemi, 2016), lack of quality instructional materials and resources (Olaniyi, 2022), and variations in language proficiency and pedagogical skills among teachers (Adeyemi & Bello, 2017). Additionally, linguistic landscapes, language policies, and the evolving nature of language and semantics can further exacerbate these challenges (Igboanusi, 2022; Olaniyi & Lawal, 2023).

The literature also highlights the need for targeted interventions and educational approaches that address the specific semantic difficulties encountered by secondary school students. Strategies that focus on enhancing vocabulary acquisition, developing figurative language comprehension, and cultivating contextual awareness could be beneficial in improving students' semantic proficiency and their overall English language competence.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter presents methodology and procedure used in carrying out this study. It is presented under the following sub-headings. 

a. Research Design

b. Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques

c. Instrumentation

d. Validity of the Instrument

e. Reliability of the Instrument

f. Administration of  the Instrument

g. Data Analysis Techniques

Research Design   

This research depends solely on collecting dependable data to analyse the Semantic Problem in English among Secondary School students. The method used for data collection in this study was based on the primary source of data collection through questionnaire from students in Ilorin, Kwara State.

Population 

According to Blaikie, (2009), a research population is an aggregate of all cases that conform to some designated set of criteria. The population of this research study would be the entire secondary school student in Ilorin, Kwara State.

Sample and Sampling Techniques

The respondents would be sampled using the purposive sampling technique. The targeted sample size would be hundred (100) respondents from the randomly selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.

Research Instrument 

The self-structured questionnaire is the instrument to be designed for this study. The instrument will consist of items designed to obtain information on the research topic. This consists of section A and B; section A consist of personal data of respondent and section B consists of question on Semantic Problems in English Language among Secondary School students in Ilorin West Local Government.

Validation of the Instrument 

The questionnaire was given to educationalists and experts in English language, as well as the project supervisor for corrections and necessary suggestions for the improvement of the structured items on the questionnaire. This is to ensure that the instrument used was validated since validity of the instrument is concerned with the testing of the instrument to determine whether it measures correctly and accurately the quality desired. 

Reliability of the Instrument

The reliability of the instrument was determined by a test-re-test method. Copies of questionnaire was given to students who were  not part of the study sampled so as to conduct a test and give similarities results for the instrument employed for this study to be more reliable.
Method of Data Collection 

Data for the study would be collected through the administration of the research instrument. The questionnaires would be administered by the researcher in senior secondary school selected for this study. The researcher would take permission from authorities of each school where the instrument will be administered. The researcher would collect the questionnaires immediately after they were completed to ensure higher rate of return.
Data Analysis Techniques

The statistical method that was used in the analysis of data collection for this study was the percentage. Statistical test determined the level of varieties and identifying the areas of problem faced by the students.
CHAPTER FOUR

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

Introduction


This chapter presents the result on Semantics Problem in English Language among secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Data Presentation and Analysis

Table 1: Gender of Respondents

	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Female
	65
	65

	Male
	35
	35

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2024

Table 1 shows that 65 representing 65% of the respondents were female, while the remaining 35 representing 35% of the respondents were male students. The implication of the above analysis is that both male and female secondary school teachers and students participated in the study.

Table 2: School Type of Respondents 
	School Type 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Public School
	7
	70

	Private School
	3
	30

	Total
	10
	100


   Source: Field Survey, 2024


Table 2 shows that 7 representing 70% of the selected school were public schools while 3 representing 30% of the schools were private schools. The implication of the above analysis is that majority of the respondents were selected from public schools.
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I have difficulty understanding the multiple meanings of words in different contexts.
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	2
	I struggle with comprehending figurative language (e.g., metaphors, idioms) in texts.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%

	3.
	I often confuse words that sound similar but have different meanings.
	30

30%
	65

65%
	5

5%
	-

-

	4
	I find it challenging to understand the nuances of word meanings in academic texts.
	40

40%
	55

55%
	4

4%
	1

1%

	5
	I have trouble using the appropriate vocabulary in my written assignments.
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	6
	I often miss the implied or hidden meanings in texts and conversations.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%

	7
	My limited vocabulary knowledge hinders my comprehension of complex texts
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	8
	The traditional teaching methods used in our English classes do not adequately address semantic learning.
	40

40%
	55

55%
	4

4%
	1

1%

	9
	Explicit vocabulary instruction and word-learning strategies have been helpful in improving my semantic knowledge
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	10
	Receiving timely feedback and encouragement from teachers motivates me to improve my semantic skills
	45

45%
	35

35%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	11
	I have difficulty interpreting the intended meaning in conversational contexts.
	5

  5%
	25

25%
	40

40%
	30

30%

	12
	I find it challenging to express my ideas clearly and precisely due to semantic issues.
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	13
	My teacher's proficiency in English impacts my learning and understanding.
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	14
	Collaborative learning activities, such as group discussions and peer teaching, support my semantic development.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%

	15
	Exposure to diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences would enhance my semantic understanding
	30

30%
	65

65%
	5

5%
	-

-


Item 1: 65 (65%) respondents strongly agreed that they have difficulty understanding the multiple meanings of words in different contexts. 15 (15%) respondents agreed, 15 (15%) disagreed, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreed. This implies that a significant majority (80%) of respondents experience challenges with understanding word meanings in various contexts.

Item 2: 20 (20%) respondents strongly agreed that they struggle with comprehending figurative language in texts. 35 (35%) agreed, 35 (35%) disagreed, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreed. This shows an even split, with 55% of respondents indicating difficulty with figurative language and 45% not experiencing significant issues.

Item 3: 30 (30%) respondents strongly agreed that they often confuse words that sound similar but have different meanings. 65 (65%) agreed, 5 (5%) disagreed, and none strongly disagreed. This indicates that an overwhelming majority (95%) of respondents struggle with distinguishing between similar-sounding words.

Item 4: 40 (40%) respondents strongly agreed that they find it challenging to understand the nuances of word meanings in academic texts. 55 (55%) agreed, 4 (4%) disagreed, and 1 (1%) strongly disagreed. This shows that a vast majority (95%) of respondents have difficulties with nuanced word meanings in academic contexts.

Item 5: 25 (25%) respondents strongly agreed that they have trouble using appropriate vocabulary in written assignments. 15 (15%) agreed, 40 (40%) disagreed, and 20 (20%) strongly disagreed. This indicates a split, with 40% experiencing difficulties and 60% not having significant issues with vocabulary in writing.

Item 6: 20 (20%) respondents strongly agreed that they often miss implied or hidden meanings in texts and conversations. 35 (35%) agreed, 35 (35%) disagreed, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreed. This shows a slight majority (55%) struggle with understanding implied meanings, while 45% do not report significant issues.

Item 7: 25 (25%) respondents strongly agreed that limited vocabulary knowledge hinders their comprehension of complex texts. 15 (15%) agreed, 40 (40%) disagreed, and 20 (20%) strongly disagreed. This indicates that 40% of respondents feel their vocabulary limits their understanding, while 60% do not perceive this as a significant issue.

Item 8: 40 (40%) respondents strongly agreed that traditional teaching methods in English classes do not adequately address semantic learning. 55 (55%) agreed, 4 (4%) disagreed, and 1 (1%) strongly disagreed. This shows that an overwhelming majority (95%) believe current teaching methods are insufficient for semantic learning.

Item 9: 65 (65%) respondents strongly agreed that explicit vocabulary instruction and word-learning strategies have been helpful in improving their semantic knowledge. 15 (15%) agreed, 15 (15%) disagreed, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreed. This indicates that a significant majority (80%) find explicit instruction beneficial for semantic knowledge improvement.

Item 10: 45 (45%) respondents strongly agreed that receiving timely feedback and encouragement from teachers motivates them to improve their semantic skills. 35 (35%) agreed, 15 (15%) disagreed, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreed. This shows that a large majority (80%) are motivated by teacher feedback and encouragement.

Item 11: 5 (5%) respondents strongly agreed that they have difficulty interpreting the intended meaning in conversational contexts. 25 (25%) agreed, 40 (40%) disagreed, and 30 (30%) strongly disagreed. This indicates that only 30% struggle with conversational interpretation, while 70% do not report significant issues.

Item 12: 25 (25%) respondents strongly agreed that they find it challenging to express ideas clearly and precisely due to semantic issues. 15 (15%) agreed, 40 (40%) disagreed, and 20 (20%) strongly disagreed. This shows that 40% experience difficulties in clear expression, while 60% do not report significant semantic-related challenges.

Item 13: 65 (65%) respondents strongly agreed that their teacher's proficiency in English impacts their learning and understanding. 15 (15%) agreed, 15 (15%) disagreed, and 5 (5%) strongly disagreed. This indicates that a significant majority (80%) believe teacher proficiency affects their learning.

Item 14: 20 (20%) respondents strongly agreed that collaborative learning activities support their semantic development. 35 (35%) agreed, 35 (35%) disagreed, and 10 (10%) strongly disagreed. This shows an even split, with 55% finding collaborative activities helpful and 45% not perceiving significant benefits.

Item 15: 30 (30%) respondents strongly agreed that exposure to diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences would enhance their semantic understanding. 65 (65%) agreed, 5 (5%) disagreed, and none strongly disagreed. This indicates that an overwhelming majority (95%) believe diverse materials and authentic experiences would improve their semantic understanding.

Discussion of the Findings
The survey results indicate widespread challenges in semantic understanding among the respondents. A significant majority (80%) reported difficulties in comprehending multiple word meanings across different contexts. This issue is compounded by the fact that 95% of respondents struggle with distinguishing between similar-sounding words. These findings suggest a critical need for focused instruction on contextual word usage and phonetic distinctions to enhance overall language comprehension.

The data reveals that students face particular challenges in academic settings. An overwhelming 95% of respondents find it difficult to grasp nuanced word meanings in academic texts. This struggle extends to figurative language, with 55% reporting difficulties in understanding metaphors and idioms. These results highlight the importance of developing strategies to bridge the gap between everyday language use and more sophisticated linguistic constructs found in academic and literary contexts.

The survey underscores the significance of teaching methodologies and resources in semantic learning. A striking 95% of respondents believe that traditional teaching methods in English classes are inadequate for addressing semantic learning needs. Conversely, 80% find explicit vocabulary instruction and word-learning strategies helpful. This contrast suggests a clear direction for pedagogical improvement, emphasizing the need for more targeted and explicit semantic instruction in language classrooms.

The importance of teacher involvement is evident from the results. 80% of respondents are motivated by timely feedback and encouragement from teachers to improve their semantic skills. Additionally, the same percentage believes that their teacher's English proficiency significantly impacts their learning and understanding. These findings underscore the crucial role of well-trained, proficient language teachers in fostering semantic development among students.

The survey reveals mixed opinions on certain learning strategies. While 55% find collaborative learning activities beneficial for semantic development, there's an even split regarding the effectiveness of these methods. However, there's a strong consensus (95%) on the potential benefits of exposure to diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences. This suggests that a varied approach, combining collaborative activities with rich, authentic language input, could be most effective in enhancing semantic understanding.

Interestingly, respondents reported less difficulty with conversational contexts and personal expression compared to academic settings. Only 30% struggle with interpreting intended meanings in conversations, and 40% find it challenging to express ideas clearly due to semantic issues. This disparity between academic and conversational proficiency suggests that semantic learning strategies should focus on transferring students' relative strength in everyday communication to more formal and academic contexts.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Summary 

The survey revealed significant challenges in semantic understanding among respondents, particularly in academic contexts and with multiple word meanings. A majority of students struggle with figurative language and nuanced word meanings in academic texts. Traditional teaching methods were widely perceived as inadequate for semantic learning, while explicit vocabulary instruction and diverse language experiences were seen as beneficial.

Key findings include:

1. 80% of respondents have difficulty understanding multiple word meanings in different contexts.

2. 95% struggle with nuanced word meanings in academic texts.

3. 95% believe traditional teaching methods are insufficient for semantic learning.

4. 80% find explicit vocabulary instruction helpful.

5. 80% are motivated by teacher feedback and consider teacher proficiency important.

6. 95% believe diverse reading materials and authentic experiences would enhance their understanding.

Conclusion
The study reveals significant challenges in semantic understanding among language learners, particularly in academic contexts and with nuanced word meanings. These difficulties highlight a critical need for a comprehensive overhaul of current language teaching methodologies and approaches to semantic instruction.

The widespread struggle with multiple word meanings, figurative language, and academic vocabulary underscores the importance of contextual and explicit vocabulary instruction. Traditional teaching methods have been found largely inadequate in addressing these semantic learning needs, necessitating a shift towards more innovative, interactive, and student-centered approaches.

A key insight from this study is the positive impact of explicit instruction, diverse language exposure, and teacher proficiency on semantic development. This emphasizes the need for well-trained educators, varied learning resources, and authentic language experiences in fostering robust semantic skills among students.

The disparity between students' relative comfort with conversational language and their struggles with academic contexts presents both a challenge and an opportunity. By bridging this gap, educators can leverage students' conversational strengths to enhance their academic language proficiency.

Implementing the recommended strategies - including enhanced contextual vocabulary instruction, targeted academic language development, innovative teaching methods, and increased exposure to diverse and authentic language materials - can significantly improve students' semantic understanding and overall language proficiency.

In conclusion, addressing semantic challenges requires a multi-faceted approach that combines improved teaching methodologies, enhanced teacher training, and rich language exposure. By doing so, we can create a more effective language learning environment that equips students with the semantic skills necessary for academic success and effective communication in various contexts. This holistic approach to semantic instruction will not only enhance language learning outcomes but also better prepare students for the complex linguistic demands of academic and professional environments.

Implications of the Findings
1. Addressing Vocabulary and Semantic Challenges:

   - The high percentage of students struggling with understanding multiple meanings of words, nuances in academic texts, and confusing similar-sounding words suggests a need for more targeted vocabulary instruction.

   - Implementing explicit vocabulary teaching strategies, such as teaching word roots, affixes, and semantic mapping, could help students develop a deeper understanding of word meanings.

2. Improving Comprehension of Figurative and Implied Language:

   - The mixed responses regarding comprehending figurative language and implied meanings indicate that many students have difficulty with these aspects of language.

   - Incorporating more lessons on identifying and interpreting metaphors, idioms, and subtle contextual cues could enhance students' ability to comprehend such language.

3. Enhancing Academic Language Proficiency:

   - The challenges reported in understanding word meanings and using appropriate vocabulary in academic assignments highlight the need to better prepare students for the linguistic demands of higher-level texts and writing.

   - Providing more opportunities for students to engage with diverse academic materials and receive feedback on their use of academic vocabulary could improve their overall language proficiency.

4. Addressing Limitations of Traditional Teaching Methods:

   - The strong agreement that traditional teaching methods do not adequately address semantic learning suggests a need for educational reforms.

   - Exploring alternative instructional approaches, such as integrating technology-assisted vocabulary learning, interactive word games, and collaborative activities, could help students develop more robust semantic skills.

5. Leveraging Teacher Expertise and Support:

   - The perceived impact of teacher proficiency in English on student learning and understanding underscores the importance of ongoing professional development for educators.

   - Providing teachers with training on effective semantic instruction and strategies for supporting students' vocabulary development could enhance student outcomes.

6. Fostering a Language-Rich Environment:

   - The high level of agreement on the benefits of exposure to diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences implies that creating a language-rich environment is crucial for semantic development.

   - Encouraging extensive reading, exposure to various genres and text types, and opportunities for real-world language use could expand students' vocabulary and semantic knowledge.

These implications highlight the need for a multifaceted approach to addressing semantic learning challenges, with a focus on explicit vocabulary instruction, targeted support for comprehending figurative and academic language, pedagogical reforms, and the creation of language-rich learning environments supported by highly proficient teachers.

Recommendations

Given the widespread difficulty in understanding multiple word meanings across contexts, it is recommended that language instruction places a stronger emphasis on contextual vocabulary learning. Teachers should develop lessons that explicitly demonstrate how words change meaning in different contexts, using diverse examples from various fields and genres. This approach can be supplemented with interactive exercises that challenge students to identify and use words correctly in multiple contexts, thereby strengthening their semantic flexibility.

To address the significant challenges students face with academic language, a structured academic vocabulary program should be implemented. This program should focus on tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary words commonly found in academic texts. Regular exposure to these words through reading, writing, and discussion activities will help students become more comfortable with academic language. Additionally, instruction on how to decipher unfamiliar words using context clues, root words, and affixes can empower students to tackle complex texts more confidently.

To improve students' understanding of figurative language, it is recommended to adopt more engaging and interactive methods. This could include using multimedia resources, such as videos and images, to visually represent metaphors and idioms. Creating opportunities for students to use figurative language in creative writing and role-play scenarios can also enhance their comprehension and retention. Regular exposure to diverse literary texts rich in figurative language, coupled with guided analysis, will help students recognize and interpret these linguistic devices more effectively.

Given the strong consensus on the inadequacy of traditional teaching methods for semantic learning, a comprehensive review and revision of current pedagogical approaches is necessary. This should involve incorporating more student-centered, interactive learning activities that promote active engagement with language. Flipped classroom models, project-based learning, and gamification of vocabulary lessons could be explored as alternatives to traditional lecture-based instruction. These methods can make semantic learning more engaging and effective for students.

Considering the significant impact of teacher proficiency and feedback on student learning, it is crucial to invest in robust teacher training programs. These programs should focus on enhancing teachers' own semantic knowledge and equipping them with effective strategies for teaching semantic concepts. Regular professional development workshops, peer observation opportunities, and access to the latest research in language pedagogy can help teachers stay updated and effective. Additionally, creating a supportive system for teachers to provide timely and constructive feedback to students is essential.

To address the strong student preference for diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences, it is recommended to incorporate a wide range of authentic texts into the curriculum. This could include news articles, blog posts, podcasts, and literature from various cultures and time periods. Organizing language immersion activities, such as field trips, guest speaker sessions, or virtual exchanges with native speakers, can provide students with authentic language experiences. This approach will not only enhance semantic understanding but also increase cultural awareness and language appreciation.

Given that students report less difficulty with conversational contexts, it is advisable to use this strength as a bridge to improve academic language skills. Teachers can design activities that gradually transition from casual to more formal language use, helping students recognize the differences and similarities between these registers. For instance, students could be asked to explain an academic concept to a peer in conversational language and then transform this explanation into a formal written piece. This approach can help students transfer their relative ease with everyday communication to more challenging academic contexts, thereby improving their overall semantic proficiency.

Limitations of the Study


This study was carried out among selected secondary school students and it was limited to Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State due to the limited time frame and financial constraints.

Suggesting for further Studies
Future research should focus on conducting longitudinal studies to assess the long-term impact of various semantic instruction methods. These studies could track students over several years, comparing the effectiveness of traditional teaching methods against more innovative approaches such as contextual vocabulary instruction, multimedia-based figurative language teaching, and immersive language experiences. By examining the long-term retention and application of semantic knowledge, researchers can provide valuable insights into which teaching strategies yield the most sustainable results. This research could also explore how improved semantic understanding influences overall academic performance across different subjects, providing a broader perspective on the importance of semantic competence in education.

Another crucial area for further study is the role of technology in enhancing semantic learning. Researchers could investigate the effectiveness of various digital tools and platforms in improving students' understanding of multiple word meanings, figurative language, and academic vocabulary. This could include studies on the impact of adaptive learning software, virtual reality environments for immersive language experiences, and AI-powered language learning assistants. Additionally, research could explore how technology can be leveraged to provide more personalized semantic instruction, addressing individual student needs and learning styles. Such studies would not only inform the development of more effective digital learning tools but also provide guidance on how to best integrate technology into traditional classroom settings for optimal semantic learning outcomes.

Further research is needed to understand the influence of students' native languages on their semantic development in English. Comparative studies across different language groups could shed light on how linguistic distance affects semantic acquisition and whether certain semantic challenges are universal or language-specific. This research could also explore the effectiveness of different teaching strategies for students from various linguistic backgrounds, potentially leading to more tailored instruction methods. Additionally, studies on the role of multilingualism in semantic understanding could provide insights into how exposure to multiple languages impacts overall semantic competence. Such research would be particularly valuable in today's increasingly globalized educational environments and could inform the development of more inclusive and effective language teaching practices.
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APPENDIX

EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY IN AFFILIATION WITH KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN, KWARA STATE, NIGERIA
QUESTIONNAIRE ON SEMANTICS PROBLEM IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN SOUTH LOCAL GOVERNMENT, KWARA STATE
Dear Respondent,

The questionnaire is designed to find out the “Semantics Problem in English Language among secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara State. Please give your opinion as it concerns the problem posed in this research, thanks for your anticipated cooperation.             

Yours faithfully,      

Kawthar Ashabi.                    
                                                  The Researcher

Section A: Demographic Data

Instruction: kindly write or tick ( √ ) in the appropriate space to indicate your response to each of the questions in each section.

1.  Name of School.....................................................................................

2.  Gender:  Male [  ] Female [  ]

3.  School Type: Public [  ]  Private [  ]

Section B: Instruction: Please, tick the option that best expresses your opinion using the following scale: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD).

	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	I have difficulty understanding the multiple meanings of words in different contexts.
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	2
	I struggle with comprehending figurative language (e.g., metaphors, idioms) in texts.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%

	3.
	I often confuse words that sound similar but have different meanings.
	30

30%
	65

65%
	5

5%
	-

-

	4
	I find it challenging to understand the nuances of word meanings in academic texts.
	40

40%
	55

55%
	4

4%
	1

1%

	5
	I have trouble using the appropriate vocabulary in my written assignments.
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	6
	I often miss the implied or hidden meanings in texts and conversations.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%

	7
	My limited vocabulary knowledge hinders my comprehension of complex texts
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	8
	The traditional teaching methods used in our English classes do not adequately address semantic learning.
	40

40%
	55

55%
	4

4%
	1

1%

	9
	Explicit vocabulary instruction and word-learning strategies have been helpful in improving my semantic knowledge
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	10
	Receiving timely feedback and encouragement from teachers motivates me to improve my semantic skills
	45
45%
	35

35%
	15

15%
	5
5%

	11
	I have difficulty interpreting the intended meaning in conversational contexts.
	5
  5%
	25
25%
	40
40%
	30

30%

	12
	I find it challenging to express my ideas clearly and precisely due to semantic issues.
	25

25%
	15

15%
	40

40%
	20

20%

	13
	My teacher's proficiency in English impacts my learning and understanding.
	65

65%
	15

15%
	15

15%
	5

5%

	14
	Collaborative learning activities, such as group discussions and peer teaching, support my semantic development.
	20

20%
	35

35%
	35

35%
	10

10%


	15
	Exposure to diverse reading materials and authentic language experiences would enhance my semantic understanding
	30

30%
	65

65%
	5

5%
	-

-


Thank you. 
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