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ABSTRACT
This research work is carried out to investigate factors affecting Students performance in Economics in Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. Five secondary schools were sampled out of Eleven and the instrument used for the study was questionnaire and the data collected were analysed using percentages. Fifty students and ten teachers were used as the subject for the study. The finding showed that teacher personality, students poor socio-economic background and students poor knowledge in Mathematics are factors affecting students low performance in economics. A number of suggestions and recommendations were made based on the finding such as improvement in the teachers' personality, adoption of modern teaching strategies by the teachers and the improvement of the general conditions of teaching and learning in Secondary Schools by the government.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
Economics is one of the social sciences. Other social science subjects include political science, sociology anthropology, psychology, philosophy and religion. 
In an effort to make Nigeria economy to be self sufficient, self improvement and pave the way for self reliance, Nigerian must decide that all products must be locally produced. This policy is a great departure from what obtained in the past when it is implemented. All those social things that make modern life attractive will stop coming from across the seas. They will be made here in Nigeria. The imported materials are made from materials exported from our land at very low cost. 
Shall we allow the developed countries to confirm their claims that we are still dependent? Must we allow this golden opportunity towards self-sufficiency to slip through our hands? The answers to all these questions lie with the students performances in Economics from secondary schools level to tertiary institutions. 
Economics as a subject has very many definitions as there are many economists. The reason for this seems to be that economists see the subject from different point of views. They may be interested in different aspects of Economics, Business Economics, Welfare Economics, Economics of international relation etc. There is no definition of Economics, which is all embracing. Economics could also be influenced by the conditions prevailing at the time of writing (Anyawuoch, 2019). 
The early definition of Economics is in terms of wealth. Adamsmith who was regarded as father of Economics laid the foundation of Economics as a discipline. He saw his work as an inquiry into the nature and cause of the wealth of nation. Smith was interested in the wealth aspect of political economic. His main interest was to investigate the reasons for disparity between country in term of wealth, that is, why are some countries poor and under develop, while others are rich and developed (Eyiyere, 2015). 
The most acceptable definition is that which is given by professor Lord Robbins (1992), who defines Economics as the science which studies a human behaviour as a relationship between ends and scarce, means which have alternative uses. This subject therefore, studies mankind in the business world trying to show how human beings satisfy their want (Eyiyere, 2018). 
The immediate aim of the education system of a nation is to build a society in which & specific political Economics, cultural, social norms and behaviour operate. Nigeria has realized the need to develop her people as effective, self sufficient and good citizen and uphold Economy. In order to achieve this aim students must perform brilliantly at senior secondary school certificate to get admission into our universities. 
In order to achieve this aim, Economics is one of the subjects which has been emphasized at senior secondary school level. The objectives of Economics as a subject among others are: 
· To apply its principles to solve practical problems and thus avoid unnecessary and costly mistakes. 
· To understand better the relationship between himself and his fellow human beings in his effort to make a living. 
· To make right decision on the spending of his money. It does not make him a miser, rather, it enables him to ensure that he derives maximum satisfaction from the money he spends on anything. 
· To build up a body of principles and to furnish the economist with the tools of economic analysis that will enable him not to understand current economic problem but also to see the economic consequences of pursuing a particular line of policy. 
· To give practical advice to individual or government which represents the society to choose that which will give maximum satisfaction in terms of available resources. 
The National policy on Education (1977) also considers some of these as it was spelt in the aim of the educational policy. 
a. A free and democratic society 
b. A just and egalitarian society 
c. A united, strong and self reliant nation 
d. A great and dynamic Economy 
e. A land of bright and full of opportunity for all citizens. 
We can only achieve these goals through education. 
Economics is one of the subjects taught in all Nigeria’s senior secondary schools. Before the introduction of western education to Nigeria, the three tribes have their own way of training their youths to achieve the following aim. 
· To develop the child’s intellectual skill 
· To understand, appreciate and promote social Economic status of the community at large 
· To develop a sense of belonginess and to interact actively in family and community economy 
· To develop trade characters 
· To acquire specific vocational training and to develop; a health attitude towards honest labour. 
Economics as a subject in our secondary schools has contributed in no small measure to the development of Nigeria society. The place of Economics in nation building and community development cannot be over emphasized and should consequently be given top priority as it has come to stay in Nigeria. 
The researcher hope to find out the problems that are associated with teaching and learning of Economics in our secondary schools today. To encourage good academic performance in Economics a lot of modem scientific methods of teaching Economics, researches and literature should be evolved daily. A critical look at West African school certificate or senior school certificate Examination result reveals that student poor academic performances in the subject at WASC or SSCE level is increase yearly. This situation call for attention especially since performance in the Economics in a school certificate subject has a number of implication for the learner, the teachers, the parents and the state at large. 
Finally, students academic performance has implication for their state of origin on the state level, poor academic performance of student in Economics mean fewer indigenes of such state would gain admission to higher institution of learning in that particular subject concomitantly, fewer educated personnel would man the state ministry and other paratatas in the near future. Therefore, this research attempts to find out the factor affecting the student performance in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. 
Statement of the Problem 
Education is a fundamental component of societal development, and student performance in academic subjects like Economics holds significant importance in shaping future prospects. However, despite the essential role of education, there exists a concerning trend of varying academic achievements among students, particularly in Economics, within secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. 
The problem to be investigated revolves around the multitude of factors that may influence student performance in Economics within this specific geographical context. These factors could range from individual student characteristics to broader institutional and socio-economic variables. Understanding these factors is crucial for devising effective strategies to enhance student performance and improve the overall educational landscape. 
Student performance in Economics examination is steadily declining in recent years. The teachers of Economics, parents, the government and other Educational bodies are particularly concerned by the poor performance in Economics most especially in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara state 
As a result, the researcher wants to find out the factors responsible for such declining performance and to suggest possible solution to these problems so that student performance in Economics, could be improved upon in Ilorin West local Government Area Kwara state 

Purpose of the Study 
The main purpose of the study is to examine factor affecting student performance in Economics in Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State. 
It is therefore the focus of this research study to: 
a. Identify the Factors affecting the students performance in Economics in Ilorin west local government, Kwara state 
b. Gain an insight into the factors confronting Economics teachers in the performance of their duties 
c. Identify the problem that student of the Local Government have in their learning of Economics a subject.
d. Probing into the ways of improving the teaching and learning of Economics. 
e. Make suggestions and recommendations that will enhance improvement on the student performance. 


Scope and Limitation of the Study 
This work essentially cover five selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State. The data analyzed in the study were obtained from senior secondary schools Economics results from 2016 to 2021. 
Research Questions 
i. What is the performance of students in Economics at SSCE for a period of five years? 
ii. Do teachers attitudes towards the teaching of Economics have any effect on students’ performance? 
Significance of the Study 
It is envisaged that this study would be of significance to the educationists in getting to the roots of the problems militating against effective study of Economics in senior secondary schools level. It is also hoped that identification of the problems would afford educational agencies, students and teachers the opportunity to make necessary amendments aimed at improving the teaching and learning process. This study is also important as it would enable teachers to identity problem areas and try to rectify them. 
Apart from highlighting the areas of need, it would offer those concerned with educational planning the opportunity to know more about other short comings and inadequacies which remain as clogs in the wheel of our educational progress. The study would provide a helpful background information to other researchers that would like to Investigate further in this Study area. The research would no doubt contributes to the knowledge and understanding of its readers. The findings of this study could be a source of valuable information to various Local Government in the federation and to Ilorin west local government in particular which is the area of study.
Definition of Terms 
In order to minimize ambiguity in the study, it is necessary to define certain operative terms used in the study. The terms are defined to enable readers understand their meaning and relevance as it applies to this study. 
The definition of the term are as follows: 
Influence: is defined as a variable having the power or the process of producing an effect upon another variable 
Academic Performance: is the academic evidence of the knowledge attained by students in a test or an examination during or after a course content. 
Class Size: is the population of students in a particular class Professional qualification: qualification acquired by Economics teach who have undergone professional training in education. 
Improvisation: the preparation of a simpler but adequate materials in the absence of the actual or more complicated materials for the purpose of teaching. 
Instructional Resources: these are resources that help to bring about more effective instruction. They may be human, physical and material resources or anything that the teacher can use to supplement his teaching so as to bring effective instruction and to help learners gain a lot in the process of instruction. 







CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction 
Advance Learner’s dictionary defines Economics as the principles of production and distribution of goods and services and the development of wealth. It is a social science, which studies human behaviour or man activities in relation to production, exchange distribution and consumption of goods and services. 
Economics is an essential part of man and his environment for the development of a nation. It is indeed, an integral part of our socio-cultural heritage. Beside serving as a tink through which we understand our historical past Economics activities. It helps to bring diverse people from various countries closer to one another and it is one of the instruments of unity among the different nation. 
However, to get a solid base for this study the following subheadings are reviewed: 
· Important role of Economics 
· Teachers personalities and student performance in Economics. 
· Method of teaching 
· Adequacy of learning materials and students performance 
· Students attitude towards economic as it affect their performance 
· Student socio-Economics background and its effect on their performance in Economics. 
· Gender differences and students academic performance in Economic 
· Influence of mathematics on students performance in Economics. 
· Summary of the Literature reviewed. 
Important Role of Economics 
The important role of Economics to the society was supported by pigou (2015) hence he sees economic as a worthy subject to study because is made it easier to identify and institute practical measures to promote welfare so that statement may build upon the work of economist. Economics aids us to build up theories and tools of economic analysis which enable not only to see the Economics consequences of pursuing a particular line or policy, Since Economics consideration given our daily lives, the study of economic appears to be of practical necessity. 
England and Wales 1980 declared that Economics as a Subject develops the quality of the mind consequently, it serve as a means of developing relationality and clear thinking, Economic deals with how people react to Economics situation and how they behave while engaged in their daily Economics activities. For example how do people re-act if there is a fall in price or a commodity. What factor will a businessman take into consideration in deciding where to locate his business? What factor account for mobility of labour? These are some questions among others wit which Economics deals. For all economic there are number of Economics question which are common. There are problem of production, the problem of distribution as well as the problem of present and future consumption. It describes the working the present economic institution as they are, and not how they ought to be but offers suggestion for the solution of Economics problem, which confront society. 
The main focus of Economics is how to use scarce resources, which have alternative uses to attain the greatest fulfillment of our unlimited wants. It is a very important subject and should be seen as such because it is concerned with the essential aspect of everyday life. The better part of our working day is spent in making economic decision either as a producer or as a consumer thus an understand of Economics can assist students to arrive at a better Set of decisions than they otherwise would have made. 
According to Samuelson (2020) everybody needs some Contact with language and ideals of Economics. As a matter of fact human being will always strive to make some sense out of the environment by organizing, classifying, conceptualizing, building models, and theories in the bid to and understanding. No doubt economic contributes to the education of the young by providing an opportunity for the development of their interest, enhancing rational qualities of the mind by ending them in a personal and social decision making and providing them with satisfaction and understanding. 
The encyclopedia of Education America (2018) categorized the aim for economic education at the secondary school level as follows: 
i. Helping students to develop the ability to apply Economics in their responsibilities as consumers, producer or citizen. 
ii. Helping students to develop an awareness of their place in the economic world. 
iii. Contributing to the students’ knowledge and skills for general education. 
Teachers Personalities and Performance in Economics 
Poor performance in Economics attributable to lack of competence in teachers who are professional oriented. In contributing this view Nwanakatwe (2019) a Zambian educationist believed that “the efficiency of any teacher at any level of educational system which significantly influence students performance is a function of the teachers professional training and ability”. The educational background such as teaching years of experience, number of lectures deliver in symposium and member of examiners body like West African Examination Council (WASC), National Examination Council (NECO) Joint Admissions Matriculation Board (JAMB) etc., make teachers apparently human encyclopedia in view of the fact that the teachers ought to be vast knowledge otherwise effective learning with not take place if NCE older teaches potential school certificate candidates. 
Nwaokolo (2021) making his own, contribution on the same issue, asserted that “the Economics educator without the proper special methods is also not likely to deliver the goods” 
He said, a generalist is not likely to be able to produce a Specialist. 
Falfurrias (2017) commenting on the importance of qualified teachers for the purpose of better academic performance said that "of all educational problem that be set African countries to day, non is persistent or as compelling as the one relating to the training of competent teachers” 
Method of Teaching 
It is a obvious that the presence of a professionally qualified teacher in Economics alone cannot bring any effective teaching if he or she fails to use the appropriate teaching techniques when necessary. If the teacher does not understand the new method other than the one he has been teaching at school, or if he refuses to accept it in other than superficially instructions are of no avail. At best he will go on doing what he has always done and at worst he will produce some traces of modern teaching. Thus, the teacher plays a vital role in the curriculum development of any educational system. As such, a significant improvement in Economics performance cannot be meaningfully achieved unless efforts are made to provide the Schools with enough number of economic teachers. According to Majasan (2019) “a teacher needs to assess his/her own instructional methods form time to time in order to improve his/her performance data from continuous assessment can useful to the teacher for such self assessment” 
Commenting on the cause of mass failure in our secondary schools since 1973, Luke osique (1983) attributed it to: 
a. The method of teaching in various subject which he considered to be ineffective b. Different degree of importance attached to some subject. 
b. Lack of dedication to job on the part of the teachers 
c. The age of entering secondary schools seems too young to make the students grasp what school is all about. 
d. The inability of the authorities enhance teaching/learning processes most teachers are teaching vaguely without teaching aid and do not make teaching/learning processes visible and lively. 
Adequacy of Learning Material and Students Performance 
In the study facilities would denote teaching and instructional materials increased human and financial resources and adequate facilities are vital ingredients to the educational Industry, Making his own contribution on the importance or material in the promotion of knowledge, Ozigi (2021) said, “The school library is an important department in any secondary schools which helps to promote the growth of knowledge” 
According to Ozigi (2021)describes the school library as a storehouse of knowledge and a centre of learning activities. A properly organized library he concluded encourages students interest in reading and learning while it helps the teachers in their teaching research and professional development. The importance of textbooks cannot be quantified in the teaching of Economics. This is because students not only need to read the textbooks but also to work exercise in them. It is sad to note that textbooks are not many in our school’s library. Libraries contribute Immensely to the mental development of the students. In a school where there is functioning library, well equipped with current textbooks. Students who have no money to buy textbooks can borrow from their library. 
Agajiu (2018) discovered from her investigations that adequate textbooks and other necessary library material which help student personally make them able to link their points together and also make them to be up-to date in their subjects which will improve Students performance in Economics. Teaching aids are the facilitators of learning. They include charts, posters, Graphs Chalkboard, maps improvise materials, Handout, all make use of by the teachers during the lesson in the class. Other ar¢ photography’s, Globe, \Newspaper, Magazine, periodical journal, Bulletin board, Games like Ludo, worth, draft and so on use for instruction. Adeshina (2019) believes that one important index for evaluating educational standards and quality is an examination of the physical materials available to him. The use of teaching aids such a Television, Video tape player, projector Audio tape record and Video camera, do not only help to create correct impression for the eyes and ears of the students, but also provide the stimulus for students to find out things for themselves and assimilate according to their own interpretation of Economics in secondary schools, 
Wales (2015) defines teaching aids as a set of tools ranging from the most elementary and home made devices to highly designed materials to help teachers cope with specific teaching needs and situation, He further advances if these are selectively chosen and appropriately used such tools enable a good teacher to teach better. It could on occasions enable the teacher to convey to a Class a degree and depth of comprehensive, which would have been impossible to achieve through the spoken and written words alone 
Clark (2020) believed that there is generally a gross adequacy of instructional material that could allow effective teaching and learning atmosphere in our schools. How many state governments can provide all teaching facilities mentioned in this study to the schools? Even Federal Government College Schools. But this can be done through trips to Bank, industries and other establishment where all these teaching materials are put into practice. This will not only make the students grasp the principle of Economics better but will also enable them to have access to relevant materials used both in principles and in practice. The proper handling and usage of these writing materials in the final examination can bring good students performance in Economics. 
Students attitude towards Economics as it Affect their performance 
Bloom (2022) remarked that an attitude of students to effective leaning is one of the key factors in education. Attitude of the student to Economics has been found by researcher to influence their performance in the subject. The general attitude of students from the number of students who learn Economics is not encouraging. Most complaint has been attributed to inadequate Supply of teachers and easy nature of the subject matter nowadays in term of scope and coverage. Student tend to have the non-challant attitude to the subject and of course a lazy attitude to work cannot result in success of the work. 
In this state of Lukewarm attitude Farrant (2018) explained that motivations Is one factor which helps to promote learning. When students are motivated they definitely have better attitudes towards the learning of Economics. Truly, for students to develop favourable attitude toward the employment of lecture method of teaching by most teachers should be replaced by activity oriented method which allow students to practices some processes in Economics e.g Gross Domestic product (GDP), Net National product (NNP), National Income (NI), Short-run Average Cost (SRAC), short-run marginal cost (SRMC), etc. 
If the attitude is positive under the appropriate instructional conditions virtually students can and will learn most of what they are taught in school. 
This study helps to find out why some students have positive attitudes toward the learning or studying of Economics while other have negative attitude. Akanni (2021) assents there is a general assumption that Economics is so simple that learners handle it with levity. This may be due to the fact that it is social science that does not Pose a rigid nature students tend not to study it thoroughly as they would in other subject they see as difficult e.g, Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry and still expect to answer Economics questions with ease using their intelligence. Some students learn by rote and therefore difficult answer question in Economics that require direct and simple answer hence they do not perform well. 
Morns (2015) on the issue or student attitudes concerning rote learning asserted that "Rote learning will be practiced by all students at some point in time and it may be characteristics of study in field such as modern language or social science”. Carroll (2017) explained the law of exercise in learning which implies the more time you spend in studying the more your ability to understand the subject matter. 
Bunner (2019) later pointed that "the idea of readiness is a mischievous half-truth and continuous against waiting for it to happen, the admonishes on must encourage readiness by Providing opportunities for its nature”. Finally if the students are not ready to learn with all these attitudes mentioned this will affect the students performance in Economics. 
Students Socio-Economic Background and its Effect on their Performance in Economics 
According to jemning (2020) in his study on the influence of environment of students performance defined environment as "the influence of the way the material with which individuals begin life are treated and the conditional to which they are subject”. According to him the environment in both physical geographical and social conditions affect the child physically, mentally and emotionally. He then concluded that this is why educators are interested in child environment of studies both within and outside the schools are indispensable. 
Taylor. (2022) remarked that students in the boarding house lived more organized life than non-boarding house student, his opinion has to follow specific programme and that this type of programme life will examine those who are still living in the boarding house nowadays. One will discover that they came from high middle Economics status class. 
In the boarding house the child mix social Economics up with different Students from various home with different training and socio background, when they come together they form peer group Which will exert a great influence on an individual, this influence Could either be positive or negative. The importance of social clubs organized by peer group to compliment the teachers effort was expressed by Jane root (2018) thus: 
The aim of teachers could be fulfilled with the help of social clubs organized by peer group. It could be suggested that without the cliques structure these particular children could have further the aim of schools and was in fact an integral part of the learning process.
Wilson (2019) said one way of thinking of social clubs such as an Economics club in our secondary schools is in term of the functions that these social clubs can fulfill for students. He then identifies w. Schools is in term of the functions they may ®d three functions that these social clubs can fulfill thus: 
a. It pro : Promotes the student a conducive atmospheres for learning 
b. It help the students emotionally to cope with the pressure of academic work 
c. it provides a means to the fulfillment of personal needs and the social status it is obvious that these social clubs if they exist can serve as effective re-inforces to what is being taught in the classroom and can ultimately improve students performance in examination, 
Feldman and Newcomb (1969) summed up the role of social Cubs in student learning thus: they can help the individual to achieve independent support and facilitate academic and intellectual goals of the college or other alternative source of gratification positive self image and reward in non academic way. 
Gender Differences and Student Academic Performance in Economics 
The gender of a student in a class goes a long way in to determine student performance in examination. The researcher observed this factor in her school of working. 
The question of whether or not there is a significant relationship between gender intelligence and creativity is crucial to a discussion on the teaching of creativity. The educational research finding would counsel that teachers should adjust their instruction to reflect the level of intelligence of learners. A boy who want to impress the girl would therefore struggle to prove academically superior to them. Conversely, girls like to prove that they can do whatever boys can. Thus a very healthy academic competition is promoted in Economics class, which will affect Positive performance of students. 
Influence of Mathematics on Students Performance in Economics 
Since the period of missionary established schools in Nigeria and European colonizing Africa, English Language has been used as language of instruction for all e (Economics and Mathematics inclusive) but Mathematic is language of instruction for social science subjects.
Unfortunately Most secondary school students are do not sound in Simple mathematics calculation as reflected in statistical data, matrixes, calculus and Linear graphical equation in demand and supply, price of goods, National income and theory of cost, multiplier concept, e.t.c The way students respond in the tests and assignments given to them was not impressive. 
Summary of the Literature Reviewed. 
Economics play an important role in any environment as it affects the essential aspect of everyday life. Economics deals with how people react to Economics situation and how they behave while engaged in their daily Economics activities. 
The better part of our working day is spent in making economic decision either as a producer or as a consumer thus and understanding of Economics can assist students to arrive at a better set of decisions than they otherwise would have made. 
The importance of Economics as a subject to our educational development is well known and the danger of the student performance to the detriment of other cannot be over emphasized, 
For effective teaching competent and experience qualified teachers should be employed. The method of teaching and using of teaching aid be assessed from time to time. 
The school Library is a store house of knowledge and a centre of learning activities. It contribute to the mental development of the students in a school where there is functioning library are well equipped with current textbooks students who have no money to purchase textbook can borrow from their library. 
Students attitude toward Economics as it affect their performance, they tend to have the non-challent attitude to subject and of course a lazy attitude work cannot result in success. 
On socio-Economics background Jemning (2020) stated that ‘the influence of the way the material with which individual begin life are treated and the conditional to which are subject” according to him the environment in both physical geographical and social condition affect the child physically mentally and emotionally. He concluded that this is why educator are interested in child environment of studies both within and outside the schools are indispensable. 
In class where boys and girls offered the same subject a Very healthy academic competition is promoted. 
In view of these factors one realizes that students’ performance in Economics is subject to the students intellectual awareness of the subject. 






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
In this chapter, procedure and method used in the collection of data for this study it includes the research design, population, sample and sampling techniques, validity of the instruments, reliability of the instrument, research instrument, administration of instrument and Data analysis 
Research Design
The research design use for this study was descriptive survey which shows the factor affecting students performance in Economics in secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of kwara state.
Survey research is concerned with the collection of data interpreting a certain condition, practice, beliefs, attitudes, etc. This method provides the opportunity to look into the relationship between two variables i.e female education and economic empowerment.



Sample Population 
The target population for this study consist of all secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. There are many schools in both public and private in the local government area. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
The sample for the study consists of 5 randomly selected schools. A sample of 4 teachers was randomly selected to participate in the study as show in the below: 
· Baptist Senior Secondary School, Surulere, Ilorin 
· Government Secondary School, Odo-Okun, Ilorin 
· Ilorin Grammar School (IGS), Ilorin 
· Barakat Community Secondary School, Ilorin 
· Queen Elizabeth School (QES), Ilorin 


Research Instrument
A self-constructed questionnaire will be used to collect information from the respondents for this study. The questionnaire will be constructed in Likert scale rating that is; Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD).
The questionnaire will consist of two sections, section A and section B. section A will comprise of the demographic data of the respondents, while section B will be used to collect information on the variables examined in this study.
Validity of the Instrument 
Validity of the instrument measure what is suppose to be measure. Therefore, the questionnaire to be used for data collection was sanitized and vetted for the content validity by our project supervisor before it is administered for research purpose. 
Reliability of the Instrument
[bookmark: _Toc527978147]To ensure the same answers will be given to the same set of questions under different time. Test re-test reliability method will be adopted to test the reliability of the instrument. If the measure obtained by the instrument is accurate, the instrument will be described as reliability. The reliability of the instrument implies the determination of whether the instrument procedures consistency of result over a period of time. The reliability of the instrument will establish the chi-square method reliability.
Administration of the Instrument 
The instrument for the study was administered by the researcher. This enable the researcher to interact with the respondent which also yield high rate return and it reduces errors that are likely to occur owing to some misconceptions about the research questionnaire. A total of thirty (30) valid responses were received and analyzed. 
Data Analysis 
The attempt here is to provide an exposition on the methods used to measure and analyze data for each study objectives and hypotheses. A summary of the techniques and modes of measurement to attain the set objectives will be summarized in table.
The data gathered will be subjected to Mean Statistics and frequent and percentage count. 
CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The research was carried out to investigate the factor affecting students performance in Economics in secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of kwara state. this chapter therefore present the results of various finding described from the study. the result of the findings is presented in the following order by using frequency and percentage.
analysis of demographic data of the students 
Table 1: Qualification of Respondent (N=30)
	Qualification 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	NCE
	51
	56.6%

	HND 
	24
	26.6%

	BSc (ED)
	12
	13.3%

	M.ED
	3
	3.3%

	TOTAL 
	90
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024.
Table 1: shows that out of 30 questionnaire answered and returned. 17(56.6%) respondent were NCE holders. 8(26.6%) were HND holders. based on this analysis. it shows that majority of the respondents were NCE holders.
Table 2: respondent details (N=30)
	GENDER

	Qualification 
	Male 
	
	Female 
	
	Total 

	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	

	NCE 
	36
	40.0%
	15
	16.6%
	17(56.6%)

	HND 
	18
	20.0
	6
	6.8%
	8(26.6%)

	BSC, B.ED, etc
	12
	13.3%
	0
	0%
	4(13.3%) 

	M.ED
	3
	3.3%
	0
	0%
	1(3.3%)

	TOTAL 
	69
	76.6%
	21
	23.4
	90(100%)

	YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

	Year 
	Male 
	
	Female 
	
	Total

	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	

	1-5
	5
	16.6%
	12
	13.3%
	27(30.0%)

	6-5
	7
	23.3%
	6
	6.6%
	27(30.0%)

	11-15
	2
	6.6% 
	0
	0%
	6(6.6%)

	16-35
	4
	13.3%
	18
	20.0%
	30 (33.3%)

	Total 
	18
	60%
	36
	40%
	90(100%)

	MARITAL STATUS

	Status 
	Male 
	Female 
	Total 

	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	

	Married 
	6
	6.6%
	24
	26.6%
	30(33.2%)

	Single 
	48
	53.3%
	12
	13.3%
	60(66.6%)

	Total 
	54
	59.9%
	36
	39.9%
	90(100%)

	AGE

	Years  
	Male 
	Female 
	Total 

	
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 
	

	22-25 
	30
	55.55%
	7
	58.33%
	51

	26-30
	12
	22.22%
	12
	33.33%
	24

	30-above 
	12
	22.22%
	13
	8.33%
	15

	Total 
	54
	99.99%
	39
	99.99%
	90


Source Field Survey, 2024.
From Table 2. 12(40%) of the samples which are NCE holders are male teachers and 5(16.6%) are females. 6(20%) of the samples which are HND holders are male teachers and 2(6.8%) are females. 4(13.3%) of the samples which are (B.SC(ED) holders are male teachers and 0(0%) were females, 1(3.3%) of the samples which are (M.Ed) holders are male teachers and 0(0%) were females.. 
From table 2 above, 5(16.6%) of the male respondents have a service duration between 1-4 years and 4 (13.3%) of the female respondents also worked in the same range, 7(23.3%) of the male respondents rive a service duration between 5-10 years and 2(6.6%) of the respondents also worked in the same range, 2(6.6%) of the male respondent have service duration between 11-14 years and 0 (0%) of the female respondents also worked in the same range, 4 (13.3%) of the male respondents have a service duration 15 years and above while 6 (20%) of the female respondents also worked in the same range. 
From table 2 above. it shows that 10 (33.2%) of the respondents are married teachers and 20'6.6% 11 are single. 
From table 3 above, 10(45%0) of the male respondents were ages from 22 -25 and the 7(48%) of the female respondents were also ages from 22-25. Whereas 4(0%) of both male and female are from 26 - 30. While 3(5%) of the male respondents were ages from 30 -above and 2(2%) of the female respondent were also ages from 30 - above. 
Research Question One
what is the performance in Economics at SSCE for a period of five years?
table 3: mean response from the performance of students in Economics at SSCE for a period of five years.(N=30)
	S/N
	ITEMS STATEMENT 
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	N
	EFX
	X
	REMARK

	1
	Students Whose mothers are petty traders perform well in their studies
	5
	18
	6
	1
	30
	87
	2.90
	Agree 

	2
	Insufficient laboratory facilities and equipment could hinder students” opportunity to fully engage in hands-on activities.
	14
	12
	1
	3
	30
	97
	3.23
	Agree 

	3
	Students can guide the continuous  improvement of Economics laboratory resources
	4
	13
	11
	2
	30
	79
	2.63
	Agree 

	4
	Encourage individual learning in the students Minimizes the workload on the teachers
	2
	13
	11
	2
	30
	77
	2.56
	Agree 

	5
	Exposure of students to the world of technology Gives student a learning space
	3
	8
	3
	4
	30
	92
	3.06
	Agree 

	6
	Economics student  performs  excellently with guidance and counseling assistance
	13
	10
	3
	4
	30
	92
	3.06
	Agree 

	7
	Students’ whose parents are civil servants have access to educational materials at home
	5
	8
	15
	2
	30
	76
	2.53
	Agreed

	Grand Mean
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.72
	Agree 


Source Field Survey, 2024
In table 3 above, the researcher presents the responses by the respondents to questionnaire item 1 to 7 in relation to first research question which sought to find out the performance of students in Economics at SSCE for a period of five years. 
From the calculations made above, the first question has a mean score of 2.90 which is above the criteria mean of 2.50, the second and third questions have a mean score of 3.23 and 2.63 respectively which are also above the criteria mean of 2.50 and as such termed as agreed, then the fourth questions have the mean score of 2.56 and the fifth question has a mean score of 2.16 which is below the criteria mean of 2.50 and as such termed as disagreed.
From the grand mean calculated which has a mean score of 2.72 which is denoted as agreed. indicated that the performance of students in Economics at SSCE for a period of five years increased positively. 

Research Question Two 
Do teachers’ attitudes towards the teaching of Economics have any effect on students’ performance? 
Table 4: Response from the respondents on the teachers attitudes towards the teaching of Economics has any effect on students’ performance. 
	S/N
	ITEMS STATEMENT 
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	N
	EFX
	X
	REMARK

	1
	Teacher can provides hands on experience that supports the aspect of Economics lesson 
	1
	23
	5
	1
	30
	84
	2.80
	Agree 

	2
	The availability and utilization of appropriate science laboratory apparatus play a vital role in achieving vital positive evaluation in the class room  
	2
	8
	16
	4
	30
	68
	2.26
	Disagreed

	3
	Lecturer of Economics does not need the assistance of guidance and counseling on their students academically 
	3
	8
	17
	2
	30
	72
	2.40
	Disagreed

	4
	Most schools lack standard learning facilities in teaching some essentials matters in Economics
	2
	5
	20
	3
	30
	66
	2.20
	Disagreed

	5
	Many Economics teachers are not dedicated to their work
	20
	8
	1
	1
	30
	107
	3.56
	AGREED

	6
	laziness of teachers affect students performance in Economics
	15
	7
	6
	2
	30
	95
	3.16
	Agreed

	7
	Economics teachers normally try their best when it comes to heavy and caring situation 
	11
	13
	2
	4
	30
	91
	3.03
	Agreed

	Grand mean
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.77
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey 2024
In table 4 above, the researcher presents the response by the respondents to question item 8 to 14 in relation to research Question two which sought to know the teachers attitude towards the teaching of Economics have any effects on students.
Based on the calculations made above, the first question has mean source of 2.80 which is above the criteria mean of 2.50 the second question has a mean score of 2.26 which is also above the criteria mean of 2.50, which are then termed to agreed, the third questio1 bas a mean score of 2.4 which is below the criteria mean of 2.50 which showed disagreed. then the fourth questions have the mean score of 2.20 which showed disagreed and the fifth question has a mean score of 3.56 which is above the criteria mean of 2.50 and as  as agreed, 
From the grand mean calculated which has a mean score of 2.77 which was denoted as agreed indicated that teachers” attitudes towards the teaching of Economics significantly have effect on students” performance. 
DISCUSSION 
The results of this finding of research question once showed that the performance of students in Economics at Senior School Certificate Examination (SSCE) for a period of five years increase positively. This might be due to the fact that adequate textbooks and other necessary library material which help student personally make them able to link their points together and also make them to be up to date in their subject  which will improve Students’ performance in Economics (Agajiu 2018). 
The findings in research question two showed that teachers” attitudes towards the teaching of Economics significantly have effects on students’ performance. This might be due to the fact that according to Majasan (2019) “a teacher needs to assess his/her own instructional methods form time to time in order to improve his/her performance data from continuous assessment can be useful to the teacher for such self assessment”. it is obvious that the presence of a professionally qualified teacher in Economics alone cannot bring any effective teaching if he or she fails to use the appropriate teaching techniques when necessary. if the teacher docs not understand the new method other than the one he has been teaching at school, or if he refuses to accept it in other than Superficially  instructions are of no avail. 
		
 
		






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Summary
This project investigates the factors affecting students' performance in Economics in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study focuses on several key areas Evaluates how teachers' qualifications, experience, and teaching strategies impact student performance Assesses the influence of classroom conditions, school infrastructure, and availability of educational resources on students' learning experiences. Considers the role of students' study habits, attitudes, and socio-economic backgrounds in their academic achievements.  Examines the relevance and adequacy of the Economics curriculum and the availability of textbooks and supplementary materials.  Analyzes the impact of peer groups and extracurricular activities on students' focus and academic performance. Investigates how different assessment techniques and continuous evaluation affect student outcomes.
Conclusion
Teachers with higher qualifications and more experience tend to employ more effective teaching methods, positively impacting student performance Well-equipped classrooms and schools with adequate resources create a conducive learning atmosphere, enhancing student engagement and understanding of Economics Students who exhibit positive study habits and attitudes towards Economics, supported by a conducive socio-economic background, perform better academically. A relevant and adequately resourced curriculum is crucial for effective teaching and learning. The availability of up-to-date textbooks and learning materials directly influences students' performance. Positive peer influence and participation in extracurricular activities can motivate students and improve their academic outcomes Continuous assessment and effective evaluation techniques provide valuable feedback, helping students improve their performance.
Recommendations
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made to improve students' performance in Economics:
1. Enhance Teacher Training and Development: Provide regular professional development opportunities for teachers to update their knowledge and teaching methods. Encourage higher qualifications and continuous learning among Economics teachers.
2. Improve Learning Environment: Invest in school infrastructure, ensuring that classrooms are well-equipped with necessary teaching aids and resources. Enhance library facilities and ensure the availability of relevant and up-to-date textbooks and supplementary materials.
3. Support Students’ Academic Habits: Promote positive study habits and attitudes towards Economics through counseling and mentorship programs. Provide support for students from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds, including scholarships and academic assistance.
4. Revise and Update Curriculum: Regularly review and update the Economics curriculum to ensure it remains relevant and aligned with current educational standards. Incorporate practical and real-life applications of Economics to make the subject more engaging and relatable for students.
5. Foster Positive Peer Influence: Encourage the formation of study groups and peer mentoring programs to enhance collaborative learning. Promote balanced participation in extracurricular activities to ensure students maintain a focus on academics.
6. Implement Effective Assessment Methods: Adopt continuous assessment techniques to provide ongoing feedback and support for students. Train teachers in diverse evaluation methods to ensure comprehensive assessment of students' understanding and performance. By addressing these recommendations, stakeholders can create a more supportive and effective educational environment, ultimately enhancing students' performance in Economics in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
FACTORS AFFECTING STUDENT PERFORMANCE IN ECONOMICS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT KWARA STATE
Dear Respondents, 
This questionnaire is designed to determine Factors Affecting Student Performance in Economics in Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Kwara State. Your response to the questions will be treated with confidentiality. 
Please, kindly supply all required information by filling the necessary gaps and ticking the appropriate column. Thanks. 
SECTION A:	RESPONDENT DETAILS
Qualification:	NCE [  ]	HND [  ]	B.Sc [  ]	M.Ed [  ]	
Gender:		Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Marital Status:	Single [  ]	Married [  ]
Age of Respondent:	22 - 25[  ]	26 - 30 [  ]	31 – 35 [   ]
Year of experience:	1 – 5 [  ]	6 – 10 [  ]	11 – 16 [  ]	16 – 35 [  ] 
SECTION B
INSTRUCTION: Please read the following items carefully and indicate your choice by making a tick in the space provided. 
Keys: SA –Strongly Agree,  A – Agree,  D – Disagree,   SD – Strongly Disagree
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA 
	A 
	D 
	SD 

	1
	Economics curriculum is very wide
	
	
	
	

	2
	Improper handling and usage of Economics answer sheets affect Students examination
	
	
	
	

	3
	The SSCE results of your students in the last 5 years were satisfactory.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Poor remuneration of teachers affects the  students performance in Economics
	
	
	
	

	5
	Economics is too wide to be covered within three years
	
	
	
	

	6
	Your school has a library with good Economics text books
	
	
	
	

	7
	Many Economics teachers are not dedicated to their work
	
	
	
	

	8
	Economics teachers do not often stay long in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	9
	some teachers are ill equipped to handle Economics effectively
	
	
	
	

	10
	Take home assignment could improve Students performance in Economics
	
	
	
	



