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ABSTRACT
This study examined the impact of unemployment on  criminal activities in ilorin west local government kwara state. It also analysed a clear statement of the objective and problem involved in the study. Based on the purpose of the study, an extensive literature was reviewed and data was source from both primary and secondary sources. The instrument used for data  collection was questionnaire. A self structured research questionnaire was used to elicit respond from the 100 respondent used in carrying out the investigation. The respondents were randomly  chosen out of the population, using Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State as its subject. The questionnaire was based on three research question. Finally, the result were discussed and some recommendations made. At the end of the research, the study revealed that vocational training programs will enhance employability, particularly for those with lower education levels, reducing their likelihood of turning to crime. 
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CHAPTER ONE
BACK GROUND TO THE STUDY
Introduction
	Unemployment remains a persistent issue across many regions globally, affecting individuals, families, and communities. Economic downturns, technological advancements, and shifting labor market dynamics contribute to fluctuating unemployment rates. This phenomenon does not merely influence economic metrics but also has profound social and psychological repercussions. Bianchi, & Buonanno, (2016) posited that lack of employment opportunities can lead to financial instability, loss of self-esteem, and social isolation, factors that may drive individuals toward criminal behavior as a means of coping or survival.
	According to Andresen, (2015) stated that Unemployment and crime are two critical issues that significantly impact societal stability and individual well-being. The relationship between these two phenomena has been a subject of extensive research and debate among economists, sociologists, and criminologists. Agnew, & Kaufman, (2018) also, explained that unemployment can lead to financial instability, social exclusion, and psychological distress, which may, in turn, contribute to an increase in criminal activities. 
	Ilorin West Local Government, one of the major urban centers in Kwara State, Nigeria, has not been spared from the adverse effects of unemployment. Over the years, the area has experienced a growing population, partly due to rural-urban migration in search of better economic opportunities. However, the job market has not expanded in proportion to the population growth, leading to a significant number of unemployed youths and adults. This situation has heightened concerns about the potential for an increase in crime as frustrated and idle individuals may turn to illegal activities as a means of livelihood.
	The impact of unemployment on crime in Ilorin West Local Government is a subject of urgent concern. While crime can be influenced by various factors such as poverty, lack of education, and social inequality, unemployment is often seen as a primary driver. The absence of steady income and meaningful engagement can push individuals toward criminal activities such as theft, robbery, drug trafficking, and even more violent crimes. This not only undermines the safety and security of the community but also hampers economic growth and social cohesion.
	Despite various efforts by the government and non-governmental organizations to curb unemployment and crime, the challenges persist. The local government's initiatives to create jobs through skills acquisition programs and small business loans have had limited success in addressing the root causes of unemployment. Moreover, the lack of adequate security measures has made it difficult to control the rising crime rates effectively.
	This study, therefore, seeks to investigate the impact of unemployment on criminal activities in Ilorin West Local Government. By understanding the underlying causes and effects of unemployment-related crime, this research aims to provide valuable insights that can inform more effective policies and interventions. The findings of this study could contribute to a better understanding of how to reduce crime through targeted employment programs and community development initiatives, ultimately leading to a more secure and prosperous society in Ilorin West
Statement of the Problem 
	Unemployment is a pervasive issue affecting individuals and communities globally, leading to significant socio-economic challenges. One of the critical concerns associated with high unemployment rates is the potential increase in criminal activities. 
	The impact of unemployment on criminal activities poses a significant problem that requires a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach. Understanding this relationship is crucial for developing effective policies and interventions that can mitigate the negative social impacts of unemployment and enhance public safety. 
	By addressing the research gaps and providing a thorough analysis of the interplay between unemployment and crime, this study aims to contribute valuable insights to the field and support the formulation of strategies to combat these intertwined social issues. The complex relationship between unemployment and crime presents a significant problem for policymakers, law enforcement agencies, and social scientists.
Objectives of the Study
	This study aims to address these issues by investigating the 	following:
1. Examining how different types of crimes are influenced by unemployment.
2. Studying the impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
3. Exploring how socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
Research Questions
This study aims to address the following research questions:
1. How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
2. Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
3. What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
Research hypotheses
1. The duration of unemployment has no effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
2. There are no specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment.
3. Socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, and education level do not significantly influence the relationship between unemployment and crime in Ilorin West Local.
Significance of the Study
	Understanding the relationship between unemployment and crime is essential for several reasons:
1. Policy Implications: Insights from this study can inform policymakers about the need to integrate employment initiatives with crime prevention strategies.
2. Economic Costs: Crime incurs substantial economic costs, including law enforcement, judicial processes, and impacts on victims. Reducing crime through employment can have significant economic benefits.
3. Social Stability: High crime rates can further destabilize communities, creating a vicious cycle of unemployment and crime. Breaking this cycle is vital for the development and prosperity of societies.
Scope of the Study
	The study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how unemployment impacts criminal activities in Ilorin West Local Government, offering actionable insights for policymakers and community stakeholders.

Definition of Terms
Unemployment: The state of being without a paid job despite actively seeking employment. It includes various forms such as structural, cyclical, and frictional unemployment.
Criminal Activities: Acts or behaviors that violate the legal statutes and regulations of a community or state, resulting in harm to individuals or society. Common examples include theft, burglary, assault, and drug-related offenses.
  Youth Unemployment: The condition where individuals aged between 15 and 24 are actively seeking but unable to find employment. This demographic is often at higher risk of engaging in criminal activities due to economic pressures.
  Socioeconomic Status (SES): The social and economic standing of an individual or group, often measured by income, education, and occupation. Socioeconomic status can influence both unemployment rates and propensity for criminal behavior.


















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter presents already existing literature related to this study. The review has been done under the following sub heading:
· Crimes are influenced by unemployment.
· Impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
· Socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
· Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Crimes are influenced by unemployment
	Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors. According to Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes.
	 High levels of unemployment can weaken community structures and social bonds, leading to increased crime rates. Neighborhoods with high unemployment often lack the resources and cohesion necessary to effectively deter criminal behavior. Bianchi, & Buonanno, (2016) stated that unemployment can lead to feelings of frustration, hopelessness, and low self-esteem. These emotions can result in aggressive behavior, substance abuse, and involvement in violent crimes. Unemployment affects individuals' daily routines, increasing the amount of unstructured and unsupervised time. This can create opportunities for criminal behavior, particularly among youth and young adults.
	According to strain theory, individuals who are unable to achieve societal goals through legitimate means may resort to crime. Unemployment can exacerbate this strain by limiting access to legitimate employment opportunities. Employment provides individuals with both income and a structured use of time. When unemployed, the opportunity cost of engaging in criminal activity decreases, making crime a more attractive option. Unemployed individuals may experience social exclusion and stigmatization, leading them to associate with others in similar situations (Depew, Eren, & Mocan, 2018). This can foster environments where criminal behavior is normalized.
Types of Crimes Often Linked to Unemployment
1. Property Crimes: These include burglary, theft, shoplifting, and vandalism. Economic need and financial desperation can drive individuals to commit these crimes.
2. Violent Crimes: Although less directly linked than property crimes, there is some evidence that high unemployment rates can lead to increased levels of domestic violence, assault, and other violent behaviors due to the stress and frustration associated with job loss.
3. Drug-Related Crimes: Unemployment can lead to increased involvement in the drug trade, both as users and dealers. Financial hardship and the lack of legitimate employment opportunities can push individuals into drug-related activities.
Mitigation Strategies
1. Job Creation Programs: Governments and organizations can implement job creation initiatives, vocational training, and educational programs to reduce unemployment and provide individuals with the skills needed for gainful employment.
2. Social Support Systems: Strengthening social support networks, including unemployment benefits, mental health services, and community organizations, can help mitigate the negative impacts of unemployment.
3. Community Policing and Engagement: Engaging with communities to strengthen social bonds and improve trust between residents and law enforcement can help reduce crime rates in areas with high unemployment.
4. Economic Development: Investing in economic development projects and attracting businesses to high-unemployment areas can create job opportunities and reduce crime rates over the long term.

Impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
	Unemployment has profound impacts on individuals and society, influencing various aspects of life, including criminal behavior. Both short-term and long-term unemployment contribute to crime rates, albeit in different ways.Short-term Unemployment and Crime
	Sudden loss of income can lead to economic desperation, pushing individuals towards criminal activities such as theft, burglary, or even drug dealing to meet their financial needs. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) posited that short-term unemployment often leads to an increase in petty crimes, as individuals might engage in minor theft or vandalism as a response to immediate financial stress.
The stress and anxiety resulting from job loss can lead to impulsive and irrational behavior, potentially resulting in criminal activities. Buonanno, Drago, & Galbiati, (2018) stated that unemployment disrupts daily routines and structures, which can lead to boredom and a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal behavior due to increased idle time.
With more free time and potentially less supervision, individuals may associate with peers who are involved in criminal activities, increasing the likelihood of their participation in such behaviors. Short-term unemployment can strain family relationships, leading to domestic violence and other family-related crimes.
Long-term Unemployment and Crime
	Long-term unemployment often results in prolonged financial hardship, increasing the likelihood of engaging in more serious criminal activities like robbery, fraud, and organized crime to secure financial stability (Raphel, & Winter-Ebmer, 2020). Over time, individuals may become dependent on welfare systems, and if these systems fail to provide sufficient support, individuals might turn to crime to supplement their income. Also, prolonged unemployment is associated with mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, and a sense of hopelessness, which can lead to criminal behavior as a coping mechanism. More also, long-term unemployment can erode social networks and support systems, leading individuals to seek out new, potentially criminal networks for social interaction and support.
	Long-term unemployment can lead to social exclusion and marginalization, fostering a sense of resentment and alienation from mainstream society. This can increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities as a form of resistance or rebellion. Structural inequalities and discrimination in the labor market can perpetuate long-term unemployment among certain groups, leading to higher crime rates within these marginalized communities. Thus, Areas with high long-term unemployment rates often suffer from a lack of opportunities and resources, creating environments where crime becomes a more viable option for survival.
Socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
	Unemployment is widely recognized as a significant driver of criminal behavior. However, the impact of unemployment on crime is not uniform across all individuals and communities. Kelly, (2020), socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities. 
Age
	Young people, particularly those aged 15-24, are more vulnerable to the negative effects of unemployment. They often lack experience and skills, making it harder to find jobs, which can lead to frustration and a higher propensity for criminal behavior. Machin, & Marie, (2021) Unemployed youth are more likely to associate with peers involved in delinquent activities, increasing their risk of engaging in crime.
Adult Unemployment:
	Adults facing unemployment often have greater financial responsibilities, such as supporting a family, which can increase stress and the likelihood of turning to crime to meet financial needs. Detotto, & Otranto, (2022) stated that long-term unemployment in adults can lead to mental health issues such as depression and anxiety, further increasing the risk of criminal behavior.




Gender:
Male Unemployment:
	Males are generally more likely to engage in criminal activities when unemployed, particularly violent and property crimes. This is partly due to traditional gender roles that place a higher expectation on men to be primary breadwinners. Gould, & Moav, (2023) explained that unemployment can challenge traditional notions of masculinity, leading to feelings of inadequacy and increased aggression, which may manifest in criminal behavior.
Female Unemployment:
	Different Crime Patterns: Unemployed women are more likely to engage in non-violent crimes, such as theft and fraud, often driven by economic necessity. Women are more likely to seek and receive social support, which can mitigate the impact of unemployment on criminal behavior.
Race and Ethnicity:	Minority groups often face higher unemployment rates due to systemic discrimination and limited access to education and job opportunities. This exacerbates economic strain and increases the likelihood of criminal behavior. Minority communities are more likely to experience concentrated disadvantage, where high unemployment rates coincide with high crime rates, creating a cycle of poverty and crime. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) also stress that Racial and ethnic minorities are often subject to harsher treatment by the criminal justice system, leading to higher incarceration rates for similar crimes compared to their white counterparts.
Education
	Barrier to Employment: Individuals with lower levels of education face greater challenges in securing employment, increasing their risk of engaging in crime. Higher levels of education provide individuals with better skills and job opportunities, reducing the likelihood of unemployment and subsequent criminal behavior. Björklund, & Forslund, (2022) stated that	access to quality education and youth programs can reduce the risk of unemployment and crime by providing young people with skills and opportunities for employment.

Economic Resources:
	Individuals from higher socioeconomic backgrounds may have financial resources to cushion the impact of unemployment, reducing the need to resort to crime. Higher socioeconomic status often provides better access to job opportunities and networks, mitigating the impact of unemployment. Individuals from low socioeconomic backgrounds are more likely to experience prolonged unemployment, leading to economic desperation and a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors. According to Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes.
	Unemployment has profound impacts on individuals and society, influencing various aspects of life, including criminal behavior. Both short-term and long-term unemployment contribute to crime rates, albeit in different ways. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) posited that short-term unemployment often leads to an increase in petty crimes, as individuals might engage in minor theft or vandalism as a response to immediate financial stress.
	Unemployment is widely recognized as a significant driver of criminal behavior. However, the impact of unemployment on crime is not uniform across all individuals and communities. Kelly, (2020), socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities. 
	Higher levels of education provide individuals with better skills and job opportunities, reducing the likelihood of unemployment and subsequent criminal behavior. Björklund, & Forslund, (2022) stated that access to quality education and youth programs can reduce the risk of unemployment and crime by providing young people with skills and opportunities for employment. 
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings:-
i. Research Design
ii. Population of the Study
iii. Sample and Sampling Techniques
iv. Research Instrument
v. Validity of Instrument
vi. Reliability of Instrument
vii. Procedure for data collection and
viii. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
 	The type of research design adopted for this study is the descriptive survey. Descriptive survey according to Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2004) aimed at describing the characters or features of a subject. Descriptive research is also good in the aspect of describing the subject because of its sole function of explaining the natural characteristics or features of the subject.



 Population of the Study
	Population is the entire group of people, object or geographical area that serves as the target of the researcher. The population for this study covered all Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques
	For easy coverage and time at the researcher disposal, 10 location were selected. The sample of the study is made up of ten (10) peoples from each area. Each people were given (10) ten questionnaire. 
 At the end, one hundred (100) people were sampled which include:
· Pakata, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oloje, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ansarudeen, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oke-ebo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ogidi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oko-Olowo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balogun Ajikobi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balgun Alanamu, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Olorun-Shogo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Mandate, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.


Research Instrument
	Research Instrument is the device used in collecting data. The research instrument used for this study was the structured questionnaire which is in two sections. Section A consisted of the respondent’s personal information such as school, age, gender, etc. while Section B dealt with questions relating to the impact of unemployment on  criminal activities. 
Validity of the Instrument
	The validity of the instrument by Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2014) is said to be the appropriateness, meaningfulness and usefulness of the research instrument. Therefore, to ascertain the validity of the research instrument a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary corrections and approval. The corrected version was typed out and administered to the respondents.
Reliability of Instrument
	Reliability means the degree to which the instrument yields consistent scores/result when it is administered over a number of times. A study cannot be valid without being reliable. Reliability also means that the findings could consistently be the sample if the study was done over again. The instrument was administered to some students outside the sample. The result of the pilot study was analyzed using Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) for data collection.
	In organising data in research process, it entails adequate collection of necessary information that will make the researcher to analyze the data properly and correctly. The researcher administered the questionnaire to the respondents personally with special permission by the schools heads in order to achieve the optimum attention from the student.
Data Analysis Techniques
	The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation of data obtained is through percentage and t- test analysis.












CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings. 
Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of respondents based on gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	48
	46.0%

	2
	Female
	52
	54.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
	Table 1 shows that 48 (46.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 52 (54.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, Table 1 reveals that more female participated on the impact of unemployment on  criminal activities.




Table 2: Distribution of respondents by age range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	 Under 20 years 
	09
	9.0%

	2
	21 – 25 years 
	35
	35.0%

	3
	26– 30 years 
	32
	32.0%

	4
	31 years and above 
	24
	24.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
Table 2 reveals that 9 (9.0%) of the respondents were in the age range of under 20 years. Also, Table 2 shows that 35 (35.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 21 and 25 years. Moreover, the table shows that 32 (32.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between  26 and 30 years while 24 (24.0%) of the respondents were 31 years and above. Table 2 reveals that majority of the respondents (35.0%) were in the age range between 21 and 25 years.








Research Question 1: How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	

	1
	Longer periods of unemployment increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2
	Unemployment creates financial stress that might lead to criminal behavior.
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	3
	Individuals unemployed for extended periods are more likely to participate in illegal activities.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	4
	A lack of income due to unemployment can push people toward crime.
	34
(136)
	15
(45)
	26
(52)
	25
(25)
	2.58

	5
	Unemployment can lead to feelings of desperation, which increase the likelihood of committing crimes.
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


Table 3: Duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Source: Research survey (2024) 
Table 3 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.58) agreed to the statements, while three item had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, there are some factors that did not affect the duration of unemployment the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.   
Research Question 2: Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items 
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	x
Mean

	1
	Property crimes (e.g., theft, burglary) are more common among the unemployed.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Unemployment increases the likelihood of committing violent crimes (e.g., assault, robbery).
	21
(112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	3
	Individuals who are unemployed for longer periods are more prone to committing white-collar crimes (e.g., fraud, embezzlement).
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	4
	Drug-related crimes are more strongly associated with unemployment.
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	5
	Unemployment leads to an increase in domestic violence incidents.
	24
(96)
	19
(57)
	24
(48)
	33
(33)
	100
(234)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Table 4: Types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment.
Source: Research survey (2024) 
	Table 4 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed. This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while two items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3). Therefore, there are types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.   












Research Question 3: What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean

	1
	Implementing stricter regulations on social media content can enhance national security.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Government policies should focus on monitoring and controlling extremist content on social media.
	17
(68)
	32
(96)
	32
(64)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.7
(2.7)

	3
	Collaboration between social media companies and government agencies is essential for national security.
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.4
(2.5)

	4
	Public awareness campaigns about the dangers of extremist content on social media can help improve national security.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.3
(2.3)

	5
	Educating users on how to identify and report harmful content can reduce negative impacts of social media.
	21
(84)
	20
(60)
	23
(46)
	36
(36)
	100
(226)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Table 5: Socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime.
Source: Research survey (2024)
Table 5 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.74, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while 3 items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3, 2.3). Therefore, there are socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education, level) that play in the relationship between unemployment and crime. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Testing of Hypothesis
 4.1	Data Analysis and Presentation
	Hypothesis One: The duration of unemployment has no effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Table 6: T-test analysis of association between the duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
Duration of unemployment
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
			From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant difference in association between duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	Hypothesis Two: There are no specific types of crimes that are more 			strongly associated with unemployment.
Table 7:  T-test and analysis of association between crimes and the unemployment. 
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
 Types of crimes
	100


100
	1.98


2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	  Unemployment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
		From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant difference association in between types of crimes and the unemployment. 






	Hypothesis Three: Socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, and education level do not significantly influence the relationship between unemployment and crime in Ilorin West Local.
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
  Socio-demographic factors
	100


100
	1.98


2.5
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	  Unemployment and crime
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7:  T-test and analysis of association between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime. 
	L.S = 0.05
		From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant difference association in between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime.  






4.3	Discussion of Findings
			The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis one revealed that, there is significant difference in association between duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. This result is in support to the opinion of Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes. Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors.
	 		The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis two revealed that, that there is a significant difference association in between types of crimes and the unemployment. This result is in support to the opinion of Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes. Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities.
			The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis three revealed that, that there is a significant difference association in between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime. This result is in support to the opinion of Kelly, (2020), posited that socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities.













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This chapter focuses on summary, conclusion and recommendations. The researcher also made suggestions on the areas where further studies could be carried out. 
Summary 
	The impact of unemployment on  criminal activities. Study conceived the unemployment is a pervasive issue affecting individuals and communities globally, leading to significant socio-economic challenges.   The objectives of the study were directed to include variables such as to examined how different types of crimes are influenced by unemployment; to studied the impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior, and to explored how socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.  
	The study is divided into five chapters. Chapter one gave vivid introduction of the study with background, statement of the problem and objectives of the study well stated. Chapter two reviewed the studies of renowned authors which are related to the present study. In chapter two, relationship between the variables used in this study and the past literature was established as well as the difference between them to reveal the gap in literature and how the present study would bridge the gap. Chapter three of this study was devoted to explain the methods adopted to carry out the investigation. In the chapter four of the study, the researcher presented and analysed the data gathered from the respondents using tables. Chapter five summarised, presented conclusion and recommendations. 

Conclusion
	Unemployment is a significant risk factor for criminal activities, but its impact is moderated by various socio-demographic factors. Addressing the root causes of unemployment and providing targeted support to at-risk populations can play a critical role in reducing crime rates. This study underscores the importance of a holistic approach to tackling unemployment, one that considers the diverse needs and circumstances of different demographic groups to effectively prevent criminal activities. 
Recommendations
	Based on the findings of the study, several recommendations can be made to mitigate the 	impact of unemployment on criminal activities:
i. Develop and fund vocational training programs that equip individuals with skills in high-demand industries. This will enhance employability, particularly for those with lower education levels, reducing their likelihood of turning to crime.
ii. Promote continuous education and skill development initiatives to help unemployed individuals adapt to the changing job market, particularly in technology-driven sectors.
iii. Foster community-based programs that offer social support, networking opportunities, and peer counseling for unemployed individuals. These programs can help reduce feelings of isolation and desperation.
iv. Implement targeted employment programs for young adults, particularly those aged 18-25, who are at higher risk of engaging in criminal activities when unemployed. These initiatives could include internships, apprenticeships, and job placement services.
v. Ensure that unemployment benefits are sufficient to meet basic needs, reducing the economic pressure that may drive individuals toward crime. This includes providing extended benefits for those experiencing long-term unemployment.
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THE IMPACT OF UNEMPLOYMENT ON  CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT KWARA STATE
QUESTIONNAIRE
APPENDIX 
Dear Respondent, 
	This questionnaire is aadesigned to obtain information on the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. Since there's no provision for name of respondent, be rest assured that your responses will be used confidentially. Kindly respond to the items below. Your responses will be used for research purpose only.    
	Yours faithfully,
 
Section 1: Demographic Information
Age Range (Year ): under 20yrs (  ), 21-25 yrs (  ), 26-30yrs (  ), 31 years and above (    )
Gender: ( ) Male ( ) Female
Section 2
Instructions: Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement by selecting one of the following options:
	S/N
	ITEM
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	A
	How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Longer periods of unemployment increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Unemployment creates financial stress that might lead to criminal behavior.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Individuals unemployed for extended periods are more likely to participate in illegal activities.
	
	
	
	

	4
	A lack of income due to unemployment can push people toward crime.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Unemployment can lead to feelings of desperation, which increase the likelihood of committing crimes.
	
	
	
	

	B
	Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Property crimes (e.g., theft, burglary) are more common among the unemployed.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Unemployment increases the likelihood of committing violent crimes (e.g., assault, robbery).
	
	
	
	

	3
	Individuals who are unemployed for longer periods are more prone to committing white-collar crimes (e.g., fraud, embezzlement).
	
	
	
	

	4
	Drug-related crimes are more strongly associated with unemployment.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Unemployment leads to an increase in domestic violence incidents.
	
	
	
	

	C
	What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
	
	
	
	

	1
	The likelihood of committing a crime when unemployed is higher among men than women.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lower education levels increase the probability of engaging in criminal activities during periods of unemployment.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Unemployed young adults are more prone to committing property crimes.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Unemployment affects men and women differently in terms of their likelihood of engaging in illegal activities.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Individuals with higher education levels are less likely to commit crimes even when unemployed.
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CHAPTER ONE
BACK GROUND TO THE STUDY
Introduction
	Unemployment remains a persistent issue across many regions globally, affecting individuals, families, and communities. Economic downturns, technological advancements, and shifting labor market dynamics contribute to fluctuating unemployment rates. This phenomenon does not merely influence economic metrics but also has profound social and psychological repercussions. Bianchi, & Buonanno, (2016) posited that lack of employment opportunities can lead to financial instability, loss of self-esteem, and social isolation, factors that may drive individuals toward criminal behavior as a means of coping or survival.
	According to Andresen, (2015) stated that Unemployment and crime are two critical issues that significantly impact societal stability and individual well-being. The relationship between these two phenomena has been a subject of extensive research and debate among economists, sociologists, and criminologists. Agnew, & Kaufman, (2018) also, explained that unemployment can lead to financial instability, social exclusion, and psychological distress, which may, in turn, contribute to an increase in criminal activities. 
	Ilorin West Local Government, one of the major urban centers in Kwara State, Nigeria, has not been spared from the adverse effects of unemployment. Over the years, the area has experienced a growing population, partly due to rural-urban migration in search of better economic opportunities. However, the job market has not expanded in proportion to the population growth, leading to a significant number of unemployed youths and adults. This situation has heightened concerns about the potential for an increase in crime as frustrated and idle individuals may turn to illegal activities as a means of livelihood.
	The impact of unemployment on crime in Ilorin West Local Government is a subject of urgent concern. While crime can be influenced by various factors such as poverty, lack of education, and social inequality, unemployment is often seen as a primary driver. The absence of steady income and meaningful engagement can push individuals toward criminal activities such as theft, robbery, drug trafficking, and even more violent crimes. This not only undermines the safety and security of the community but also hampers economic growth and social cohesion.
	Despite various efforts by the government and non-governmental organizations to curb unemployment and crime, the challenges persist. The local government's initiatives to create jobs through skills acquisition programs and small business loans have had limited success in addressing the root causes of unemployment. Moreover, the lack of adequate security measures has made it difficult to control the rising crime rates effectively.
	This study, therefore, seeks to investigate the impact of unemployment on criminal activities in Ilorin West Local Government. By understanding the underlying causes and effects of unemployment-related crime, this research aims to provide valuable insights that can inform more effective policies and interventions. The findings of this study could contribute to a better understanding of how to reduce crime through targeted employment programs and community development initiatives, ultimately leading to a more secure and prosperous society in Ilorin West
Statement of the Problem 
	Unemployment is a pervasive issue affecting individuals and communities globally, leading to significant socio-economic challenges. One of the critical concerns associated with high unemployment rates is the potential increase in criminal activities. 
	The impact of unemployment on criminal activities poses a significant problem that requires a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach. Understanding this relationship is crucial for developing effective policies and interventions that can mitigate the negative social impacts of unemployment and enhance public safety. 
	By addressing the research gaps and providing a thorough analysis of the interplay between unemployment and crime, this study aims to contribute valuable insights to the field and support the formulation of strategies to combat these intertwined social issues. The complex relationship between unemployment and crime presents a significant problem for policymakers, law enforcement agencies, and social scientists.
Objectives of the Study
	This study aims to address these issues by investigating the 	following:
4. Examining how different types of crimes are influenced by unemployment.
5. Studying the impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
6. Exploring how socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
Research Questions
This study aims to address the following research questions:
4. How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
5. Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
6. What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
Research hypotheses
4. The duration of unemployment has no effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
5. There are no specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment.
6. Socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, and education level do not significantly influence the relationship between unemployment and crime in Ilorin West Local.
Significance of the Study
	Understanding the relationship between unemployment and crime is essential for several reasons:
4. Policy Implications: Insights from this study can inform policymakers about the need to integrate employment initiatives with crime prevention strategies.
5. Economic Costs: Crime incurs substantial economic costs, including law enforcement, judicial processes, and impacts on victims. Reducing crime through employment can have significant economic benefits.
6. Social Stability: High crime rates can further destabilize communities, creating a vicious cycle of unemployment and crime. Breaking this cycle is vital for the development and prosperity of societies.
Scope of the Study
	The study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how unemployment impacts criminal activities in Ilorin West Local Government, offering actionable insights for policymakers and community stakeholders.

Definition of Terms
Unemployment: The state of being without a paid job despite actively seeking employment. It includes various forms such as structural, cyclical, and frictional unemployment.
Criminal Activities: Acts or behaviors that violate the legal statutes and regulations of a community or state, resulting in harm to individuals or society. Common examples include theft, burglary, assault, and drug-related offenses.
  Youth Unemployment: The condition where individuals aged between 15 and 24 are actively seeking but unable to find employment. This demographic is often at higher risk of engaging in criminal activities due to economic pressures.
  Socioeconomic Status (SES): The social and economic standing of an individual or group, often measured by income, education, and occupation. Socioeconomic status can influence both unemployment rates and propensity for criminal behavior.
















CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter presents already existing literature related to this study. The review has been done under the following sub heading:
· Crimes are influenced by unemployment.
· Impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
· Socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
· Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Crimes are influenced by unemployment
	Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors. According to Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes.
	 High levels of unemployment can weaken community structures and social bonds, leading to increased crime rates. Neighborhoods with high unemployment often lack the resources and cohesion necessary to effectively deter criminal behavior. Bianchi, & Buonanno, (2016) stated that unemployment can lead to feelings of frustration, hopelessness, and low self-esteem. These emotions can result in aggressive behavior, substance abuse, and involvement in violent crimes. Unemployment affects individuals' daily routines, increasing the amount of unstructured and unsupervised time. This can create opportunities for criminal behavior, particularly among youth and young adults.
	According to strain theory, individuals who are unable to achieve societal goals through legitimate means may resort to crime. Unemployment can exacerbate this strain by limiting access to legitimate employment opportunities. Employment provides individuals with both income and a structured use of time. When unemployed, the opportunity cost of engaging in criminal activity decreases, making crime a more attractive option. Unemployed individuals may experience social exclusion and stigmatization, leading them to associate with others in similar situations (Depew, Eren, & Mocan, 2018). This can foster environments where criminal behavior is normalized.
Types of Crimes Often Linked to Unemployment
4. Property Crimes: These include burglary, theft, shoplifting, and vandalism. Economic need and financial desperation can drive individuals to commit these crimes.
5. Violent Crimes: Although less directly linked than property crimes, there is some evidence that high unemployment rates can lead to increased levels of domestic violence, assault, and other violent behaviors due to the stress and frustration associated with job loss.
6. Drug-Related Crimes: Unemployment can lead to increased involvement in the drug trade, both as users and dealers. Financial hardship and the lack of legitimate employment opportunities can push individuals into drug-related activities.
Mitigation Strategies
5. Job Creation Programs: Governments and organizations can implement job creation initiatives, vocational training, and educational programs to reduce unemployment and provide individuals with the skills needed for gainful employment.
6. Social Support Systems: Strengthening social support networks, including unemployment benefits, mental health services, and community organizations, can help mitigate the negative impacts of unemployment.
7. Community Policing and Engagement: Engaging with communities to strengthen social bonds and improve trust between residents and law enforcement can help reduce crime rates in areas with high unemployment.
8. Economic Development: Investing in economic development projects and attracting businesses to high-unemployment areas can create job opportunities and reduce crime rates over the long term.

Impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior.
	Unemployment has profound impacts on individuals and society, influencing various aspects of life, including criminal behavior. Both short-term and long-term unemployment contribute to crime rates, albeit in different ways.Short-term Unemployment and Crime
	Sudden loss of income can lead to economic desperation, pushing individuals towards criminal activities such as theft, burglary, or even drug dealing to meet their financial needs. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) posited that short-term unemployment often leads to an increase in petty crimes, as individuals might engage in minor theft or vandalism as a response to immediate financial stress.
The stress and anxiety resulting from job loss can lead to impulsive and irrational behavior, potentially resulting in criminal activities. Buonanno, Drago, & Galbiati, (2018) stated that unemployment disrupts daily routines and structures, which can lead to boredom and a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal behavior due to increased idle time.
With more free time and potentially less supervision, individuals may associate with peers who are involved in criminal activities, increasing the likelihood of their participation in such behaviors. Short-term unemployment can strain family relationships, leading to domestic violence and other family-related crimes.
Long-term Unemployment and Crime
	Long-term unemployment often results in prolonged financial hardship, increasing the likelihood of engaging in more serious criminal activities like robbery, fraud, and organized crime to secure financial stability (Raphel, & Winter-Ebmer, 2020). Over time, individuals may become dependent on welfare systems, and if these systems fail to provide sufficient support, individuals might turn to crime to supplement their income. Also, prolonged unemployment is associated with mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, and a sense of hopelessness, which can lead to criminal behavior as a coping mechanism. More also, long-term unemployment can erode social networks and support systems, leading individuals to seek out new, potentially criminal networks for social interaction and support.
	Long-term unemployment can lead to social exclusion and marginalization, fostering a sense of resentment and alienation from mainstream society. This can increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities as a form of resistance or rebellion. Structural inequalities and discrimination in the labor market can perpetuate long-term unemployment among certain groups, leading to higher crime rates within these marginalized communities. Thus, Areas with high long-term unemployment rates often suffer from a lack of opportunities and resources, creating environments where crime becomes a more viable option for survival.
Socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.
	Unemployment is widely recognized as a significant driver of criminal behavior. However, the impact of unemployment on crime is not uniform across all individuals and communities. Kelly, (2020), socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities. 
Age
	Young people, particularly those aged 15-24, are more vulnerable to the negative effects of unemployment. They often lack experience and skills, making it harder to find jobs, which can lead to frustration and a higher propensity for criminal behavior. Machin, & Marie, (2021) Unemployed youth are more likely to associate with peers involved in delinquent activities, increasing their risk of engaging in crime.
Adult Unemployment:
	Adults facing unemployment often have greater financial responsibilities, such as supporting a family, which can increase stress and the likelihood of turning to crime to meet financial needs. Detotto, & Otranto, (2022) stated that long-term unemployment in adults can lead to mental health issues such as depression and anxiety, further increasing the risk of criminal behavior.




Gender:
Male Unemployment:
	Males are generally more likely to engage in criminal activities when unemployed, particularly violent and property crimes. This is partly due to traditional gender roles that place a higher expectation on men to be primary breadwinners. Gould, & Moav, (2023) explained that unemployment can challenge traditional notions of masculinity, leading to feelings of inadequacy and increased aggression, which may manifest in criminal behavior.
Female Unemployment:
	Different Crime Patterns: Unemployed women are more likely to engage in non-violent crimes, such as theft and fraud, often driven by economic necessity. Women are more likely to seek and receive social support, which can mitigate the impact of unemployment on criminal behavior.
Race and Ethnicity:	Minority groups often face higher unemployment rates due to systemic discrimination and limited access to education and job opportunities. This exacerbates economic strain and increases the likelihood of criminal behavior. Minority communities are more likely to experience concentrated disadvantage, where high unemployment rates coincide with high crime rates, creating a cycle of poverty and crime. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) also stress that Racial and ethnic minorities are often subject to harsher treatment by the criminal justice system, leading to higher incarceration rates for similar crimes compared to their white counterparts.
Education
	Barrier to Employment: Individuals with lower levels of education face greater challenges in securing employment, increasing their risk of engaging in crime. Higher levels of education provide individuals with better skills and job opportunities, reducing the likelihood of unemployment and subsequent criminal behavior. Björklund, & Forslund, (2022) stated that	access to quality education and youth programs can reduce the risk of unemployment and crime by providing young people with skills and opportunities for employment.

Economic Resources:
	Individuals from higher socioeconomic backgrounds may have financial resources to cushion the impact of unemployment, reducing the need to resort to crime. Higher socioeconomic status often provides better access to job opportunities and networks, mitigating the impact of unemployment. Individuals from low socioeconomic backgrounds are more likely to experience prolonged unemployment, leading to economic desperation and a higher likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors. According to Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes.
	Unemployment has profound impacts on individuals and society, influencing various aspects of life, including criminal behavior. Both short-term and long-term unemployment contribute to crime rates, albeit in different ways. Bell, Fasani, & Machin, (2018) posited that short-term unemployment often leads to an increase in petty crimes, as individuals might engage in minor theft or vandalism as a response to immediate financial stress.
	Unemployment is widely recognized as a significant driver of criminal behavior. However, the impact of unemployment on crime is not uniform across all individuals and communities. Kelly, (2020), socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities. 
	Higher levels of education provide individuals with better skills and job opportunities, reducing the likelihood of unemployment and subsequent criminal behavior. Björklund, & Forslund, (2022) stated that access to quality education and youth programs can reduce the risk of unemployment and crime by providing young people with skills and opportunities for employment. 
CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings:-
ix. Research Design
x. Population of the Study
xi. Sample and Sampling Techniques
xii. Research Instrument
xiii. Validity of Instrument
xiv. Reliability of Instrument
xv. Procedure for data collection and
xvi. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
 	The type of research design adopted for this study is the descriptive survey. Descriptive survey according to Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2004) aimed at describing the characters or features of a subject. Descriptive research is also good in the aspect of describing the subject because of its sole function of explaining the natural characteristics or features of the subject.



 Population of the Study
	Population is the entire group of people, object or geographical area that serves as the target of the researcher. The population for this study covered all Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques
	For easy coverage and time at the researcher disposal, 10 location were selected. The sample of the study is made up of ten (10) peoples from each area. Each people were given (10) ten questionnaire. 
 At the end, one hundred (100) people were sampled which include:
· Pakata, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oloje, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ansarudeen, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oke-ebo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ogidi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oko-Olowo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balogun Ajikobi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balgun Alanamu, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Olorun-Shogo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Mandate, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.


Research Instrument
	Research Instrument is the device used in collecting data. The research instrument used for this study was the structured questionnaire which is in two sections. Section A consisted of the respondent’s personal information such as school, age, gender, etc. while Section B dealt with questions relating to the impact of unemployment on  criminal activities. 
Validity of the Instrument
	The validity of the instrument by Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2014) is said to be the appropriateness, meaningfulness and usefulness of the research instrument. Therefore, to ascertain the validity of the research instrument a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary corrections and approval. The corrected version was typed out and administered to the respondents.
Reliability of Instrument
	Reliability means the degree to which the instrument yields consistent scores/result when it is administered over a number of times. A study cannot be valid without being reliable. Reliability also means that the findings could consistently be the sample if the study was done over again. The instrument was administered to some students outside the sample. The result of the pilot study was analyzed using Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) for data collection.
	In organising data in research process, it entails adequate collection of necessary information that will make the researcher to analyze the data properly and correctly. The researcher administered the questionnaire to the respondents personally with special permission by the schools heads in order to achieve the optimum attention from the student.
Data Analysis Techniques
	The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation of data obtained is through percentage and t- test analysis.












CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings. 
Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of respondents based on gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	48
	46.0%

	2
	Female
	52
	54.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
	Table 1 shows that 48 (46.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 52 (54.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, Table 1 reveals that more female participated on the impact of unemployment on  criminal activities.




Table 2: Distribution of respondents by age range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	 Under 20 years 
	09
	9.0%

	2
	21 – 25 years 
	35
	35.0%

	3
	26– 30 years 
	32
	32.0%

	4
	31 years and above 
	24
	24.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
Table 2 reveals that 9 (9.0%) of the respondents were in the age range of under 20 years. Also, Table 2 shows that 35 (35.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 21 and 25 years. Moreover, the table shows that 32 (32.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between  26 and 30 years while 24 (24.0%) of the respondents were 31 years and above. Table 2 reveals that majority of the respondents (35.0%) were in the age range between 21 and 25 years.








Research Question 1: How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	

	1
	Longer periods of unemployment increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2
	Unemployment creates financial stress that might lead to criminal behavior.
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	3
	Individuals unemployed for extended periods are more likely to participate in illegal activities.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	4
	A lack of income due to unemployment can push people toward crime.
	34
(136)
	15
(45)
	26
(52)
	25
(25)
	2.58

	5
	Unemployment can lead to feelings of desperation, which increase the likelihood of committing crimes.
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


Table 3: Duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Source: Research survey (2024) 
Table 3 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.58) agreed to the statements, while three item had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, there are some factors that did not affect the duration of unemployment the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.   
Research Question 2: Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items 
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	x
Mean

	1
	Property crimes (e.g., theft, burglary) are more common among the unemployed.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Unemployment increases the likelihood of committing violent crimes (e.g., assault, robbery).
	21
(112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	3
	Individuals who are unemployed for longer periods are more prone to committing white-collar crimes (e.g., fraud, embezzlement).
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	4
	Drug-related crimes are more strongly associated with unemployment.
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	5
	Unemployment leads to an increase in domestic violence incidents.
	24
(96)
	19
(57)
	24
(48)
	33
(33)
	100
(234)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Table 4: Types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment.
Source: Research survey (2024) 
	Table 4 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed. This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while two items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3). Therefore, there are types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 2.50.   












Research Question 3: What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean

	1
	Implementing stricter regulations on social media content can enhance national security.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Government policies should focus on monitoring and controlling extremist content on social media.
	17
(68)
	32
(96)
	32
(64)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.7
(2.7)

	3
	Collaboration between social media companies and government agencies is essential for national security.
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.4
(2.5)

	4
	Public awareness campaigns about the dangers of extremist content on social media can help improve national security.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.3
(2.3)

	5
	Educating users on how to identify and report harmful content can reduce negative impacts of social media.
	21
(84)
	20
(60)
	23
(46)
	36
(36)
	100
(226)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Table 5: Socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime.
Source: Research survey (2024)
Table 5 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.74, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while 3 items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3, 2.3). Therefore, there are socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education, level) that play in the relationship between unemployment and crime. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Testing of Hypothesis
 4.1	Data Analysis and Presentation
	Hypothesis One: The duration of unemployment has no effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
Table 6: T-test analysis of association between the duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
Duration of unemployment
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	Effect on the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
			From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant difference in association between duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	Hypothesis Two: There are no specific types of crimes that are more 			strongly associated with unemployment.
Table 7:  T-test and analysis of association between crimes and the unemployment. 
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
 Types of crimes
	100


100
	1.98


2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	  Unemployment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
		From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant difference association in between types of crimes and the unemployment. 






	Hypothesis Three: Socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, and education level do not significantly influence the relationship between unemployment and crime in Ilorin West Local.
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
  Socio-demographic factors
	100


100
	1.98


2.5
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	  Unemployment and crime
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 7:  T-test and analysis of association between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime. 
	L.S = 0.05
		From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant difference association in between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime.  






4.3	Discussion of Findings
			The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis one revealed that, there is significant difference in association between duration of unemployment and the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities. This result is in support to the opinion of Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes. Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities. The relationship between unemployment and crime is complex and multifaceted, involving various social, economic, and psychological factors.
	 		The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis two revealed that, that there is a significant difference association in between types of crimes and the unemployment. This result is in support to the opinion of Andresen, (2015) explained that  unemployment can lead to financial hardship, pushing individuals toward illegal activities as a means of survival. This can include theft, burglary, robbery, and other property crimes. Crimes influenced by unemployment refer to criminal activities that are either directly or indirectly linked to a lack of employment opportunities.
			The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis three revealed that, that there is a significant difference association in between socio-demographic factors and the unemployment and crime. This result is in support to the opinion of Kelly, (2020), posited that socio-demographic factors such as age, gender, race, education, and socioeconomic status play a crucial role in mediating this relationship. These factors influence the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities, the types of crimes committed, and the overall crime rates in different communities.













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This chapter focuses on summary, conclusion and recommendations. The researcher also made suggestions on the areas where further studies could be carried out. 
Summary 
	The impact of unemployment on  criminal activities. Study conceived the unemployment is a pervasive issue affecting individuals and communities globally, leading to significant socio-economic challenges.   The objectives of the study were directed to include variables such as to examined how different types of crimes are influenced by unemployment; to studied the impact of both short-term and long-term unemployment on criminal behavior, and to explored how socio-demographic factors mediate the relationship between unemployment and crime.  
	The study is divided into five chapters. Chapter one gave vivid introduction of the study with background, statement of the problem and objectives of the study well stated. Chapter two reviewed the studies of renowned authors which are related to the present study. In chapter two, relationship between the variables used in this study and the past literature was established as well as the difference between them to reveal the gap in literature and how the present study would bridge the gap. Chapter three of this study was devoted to explain the methods adopted to carry out the investigation. In the chapter four of the study, the researcher presented and analysed the data gathered from the respondents using tables. Chapter five summarised, presented conclusion and recommendations. 

Conclusion
	Unemployment is a significant risk factor for criminal activities, but its impact is moderated by various socio-demographic factors. Addressing the root causes of unemployment and providing targeted support to at-risk populations can play a critical role in reducing crime rates. This study underscores the importance of a holistic approach to tackling unemployment, one that considers the diverse needs and circumstances of different demographic groups to effectively prevent criminal activities. 
Recommendations
	Based on the findings of the study, several recommendations can be made to mitigate the 	impact of unemployment on criminal activities:
vi. Develop and fund vocational training programs that equip individuals with skills in high-demand industries. This will enhance employability, particularly for those with lower education levels, reducing their likelihood of turning to crime.
vii. Promote continuous education and skill development initiatives to help unemployed individuals adapt to the changing job market, particularly in technology-driven sectors.
viii. Foster community-based programs that offer social support, networking opportunities, and peer counseling for unemployed individuals. These programs can help reduce feelings of isolation and desperation.
ix. Implement targeted employment programs for young adults, particularly those aged 18-25, who are at higher risk of engaging in criminal activities when unemployed. These initiatives could include internships, apprenticeships, and job placement services.
x. Ensure that unemployment benefits are sufficient to meet basic needs, reducing the economic pressure that may drive individuals toward crime. This includes providing extended benefits for those experiencing long-term unemployment.
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THE IMPACT OF UNEMPLOYMENT ON  CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT KWARA STATE
QUESTIONNAIRE
APPENDIX 
Dear Respondent, 
	This questionnaire is designed to obtain information on the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. Since there's no provision for name of respondent, be rest assured that your responses will be used confidentially. Kindly respond to the items below. Your responses will be used for research purpose only.    
	Yours faithfully,
 
Section 1: Demographic Information
Age Range (Year ): under 20yrs (  ), 21-25 yrs (  ), 26-30yrs (  ), 31 years and above (    )
Gender: ( ) Male ( ) Female
Section 2
Instructions: Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement by selecting one of the following options:
	S/N
	ITEM
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	A
	How does the duration of unemployment affect the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Longer periods of unemployment increase the likelihood of engaging in criminal activities.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Unemployment creates financial stress that might lead to criminal behavior.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Individuals unemployed for extended periods are more likely to participate in illegal activities.
	
	
	
	

	4
	A lack of income due to unemployment can push people toward crime.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Unemployment can lead to feelings of desperation, which increase the likelihood of committing crimes.
	
	
	
	

	B
	Are there specific types of crimes that are more strongly associated with unemployment?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Property crimes (e.g., theft, burglary) are more common among the unemployed.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Unemployment increases the likelihood of committing violent crimes (e.g., assault, robbery).
	
	
	
	

	3
	Individuals who are unemployed for longer periods are more prone to committing white-collar crimes (e.g., fraud, embezzlement).
	
	
	
	

	4
	Drug-related crimes are more strongly associated with unemployment.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Unemployment leads to an increase in domestic violence incidents.
	
	
	
	

	C
	What role do socio-demographic factors (age, gender, education level) play in the relationship between unemployment and crime?
	
	
	
	

	1
	The likelihood of committing a crime when unemployed is higher among men than women.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Lower education levels increase the probability of engaging in criminal activities during periods of unemployment.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Unemployed young adults are more prone to committing property crimes.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Unemployment affects men and women differently in terms of their likelihood of engaging in illegal activities.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Individuals with higher education levels are less likely to commit crimes even when unemployed.
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