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ABSTRACT
The study examined the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. A total number of ten locations were randomly selected. Questionnaire was used to collected data; while sample percentage was used to analyze the data collected. The result of the study revealed that there are some extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria. Therefore, it is recommended that the implement robust cyber security protocols to protect social media platforms and users from cyber threats and also  develop clear regulatory frameworks that address the misuse of social media while safeguarding freedom of expression. 
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CHAPTER ONE
BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
Introduction 
	In recent years, social media has emerged as a powerful tool for communication, information dissemination, and social mobilization. Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and Instagram have transformed the way people interact, share information, and express their opinions. While social media has brought about numerous positive changes, it has also posed significant challenges, particularly in the realm of national security.
	In Nigeria, social media has played a crucial role in Political Mobilization in which Social media platforms have been instrumental in mobilizing citizens for political participation. The #EndSARS movement, a campaign against police brutality, is a prominent example of how social media can galvanize public action and bring about social change. Uwalaka, & Watkins, (2018) stress that Social media allows for the rapid spread of information, enabling citizens to stay informed about current events and developments. This has enhanced transparency and accountability in governance.
	Aina, & Olasupo, (2018) stated that despite its numerous benefits, social media also poses significant challenges, particularly in the realm of national security like Misinformation and Fake News by spread of false information which can incite violence, create panic, and undermine trust in government institutions. Misinformation related to health, politics, and security has had destabilizing effects in Nigeria. Also,  hate speech and ethnic tensions social media platforms have been used to spread hate speech and inflammatory content, exacerbating ethnic and religious tensions in a country already marked by diversity.. 
	However, National security encompasses the protection of a nation from external and internal threats, ensuring the safety and well-being of its citizens. In Nigeria, national security is a complex issue due to factors such as ethnic diversity, economic disparities, and political instability. The rise of social media has added a new dimension to these challenges, necessitating a deeper understanding of its impact on security dynamics.
	According to Azeez, & Lawal, (2020) stated that Nigerian government, along with various stakeholders, has recognised the need to address the negative impacts of social media on national security. Efforts have been made to regulate social media usage, promote digital literacy, and enhance security measures. However, striking a balance between regulation and freedom of expression remains a contentious issue.
	This study aims to provide a thorough analysis of the impact of social media on national security in Nigeria, offering insights and recommendations that can inform policy-making and enhance national security measures.
Statement of the Problem 
	The proliferation of social media in Nigeria has raised concerns about its potential impact on national security. Misinformation and fake news can incite violence, create panic, and undermine trust in governmental institutions. Additionally, extremist groups have used social media to recruit members, spread propaganda, and coordinate attacks. These activities pose a significant threat to the stability and security of the nation.
Objectives of the Study
The primary objectives of this study are:
1. to examine the role of social media in the dissemination of information related to national security in Nigeria.
2. to investigate how extremist groups use social media for recruitment and propaganda.
3. to provide recommendations for enhancing the positive impacts and reducing the negative impacts of social media on national security.
Research Questions
1. What is the role of social media in shaping public perceptions of national security issues in Nigeria?
2. In what ways do extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria?
3. What strategies can be implemented to enhance the positive impacts of social media while minimizing its negative effects on national security?
Research hypotheses 
 H01: Social media does not have a significant role in shaping 	public perceptions of national security issues in Nigeria. 
 H02: Extremist groups do not use social media for their activities 	in Nigeria. 




Significance of the Study
	This study is significant for several reasons:
· Policy Formulation: The findings can inform policymakers in Nigeria on how to develop strategies and policies that address the challenges posed by social media to national security.
· Public Awareness: Raising awareness about the risks associated with social media misuse can help citizens become more discerning consumers of information.
· Security Measures: Insights from the study can aid security agencies in developing better approaches to monitor and counteract threats emerging from social media platforms.
· Academic Contribution: The study will contribute to the body of knowledge on the intersection of social media and national security, particularly in the context of developing countries like Nigeria.
Scope of the Study
	The study aims to investigate the impact of social media on national security in Nigeria, with a specific focus on Kwara State, particularly Ilorin. The study will be concentrated on Ilorin West, the capital city of Kwara State, to provide a localised perspective on the issue.
Definition of Terms
Social Media: Online platforms and applications that enable users to create, share, and interact with content and engage in social networking. Examples include Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp, and TikTok.
National Security: The protection and preservation of a nation’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and the safety and well-being of its citizens against threats such as terrorism, espionage, cyber attacks, and other forms of aggression.
Misinformation: False or inaccurate information that is spread, regardless of intent to deceive. Misinformation can be a significant issue on social media, influencing public opinion and potentially destabilizing national security.
Fake News: Deliberately fabricated information that mimics news media content in form but lacks credibility and is designed to mislead the public. It often spreads quickly on social media and can have significant implications for national security.
Digital Literacy: The ability to effectively and critically navigate, evaluate, and create information using a range of digital technologies. Higher levels of digital literacy can mitigate the negative impacts of social media on national security.
 
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW 
This chapter presents already existing literature related to this study. The review has been done under the following sub heading:
· The role of social media in disseminating information related to national security in Nigeria.
· How extremist groups use social media for recruitment and propaganda.
· Enhancing the positive impacts and reducing the negative impacts of social media on national security.
· Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
The role of social media in disseminating information related to national security in Nigeria.
	National security borders on incidence that endangers human existence or welfare (Ali, 2017). Nigeria’s national security means the protection of the lives, rights, dignity and property of its citizens (Ibagere, 2019). It is also the protection of its resources, cultural integrity, territory, sovereignty and lawful institutions of the country (Wali, 2020). National security encompasses freedom from danger or threats to a nation’s stability to protect itself, promote its cherished values and legitimate interest, and enhance the well-being of its people (Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2018). The aim of national security is to secure the just and equitable living conditions for all the citizens of the country and of peace for human life.
	Suffice to say, communication is central to human life as it sustains and maintains human relationship and social interaction. It is the transfer of information from one person, context or group to another (Giddens et al., 2019). According to Robins (2019), communication is a definite process involving the source or sender encoding of cues or prompts, message or purpose through a channel or medium of transmission to the decoder or the receiver so as to provide a feedback. In essence, communicators often consider which appropriate channel (s) or medium to use in order to reach a given target audience and one of such channels is the internet (Ebner et al., 2021).  
	A major category of the social media activity is social networking. In the recent times, there has been increasing integration of social media networking tools such as blogs, microblogs, and video-sharing sites into the society (Robbins, 2015). Social networking sites have also enhanced the functioning of the older media of communication (Cranston and Davies, 2019). Social networking websites, such as Facebook, Myspace, and Twitter, have generally become an integral part of the society (Cotton, 2018). Ndaku (2017), posits that social networking which include blogs (political Blog), networks (Facebook, Twitter, etc.), video sharing (YouTube), audio sharing (Podcast), mobile sites (2go etc.), image or picture sharing (flicker), etc. have the capacity of boosting participation of the general public into the nation’s wellbeing because of their open, conversational nature, connectedness and textual and audio-visual characteristic appeals.  
	In Nigeria, there has been a prevalent rate of insecurity and this is made obvious by the alarming trend of anti-social acts prevalent in the nation (Wali, 2021). Acts of terrorism by the Boko Haram Islamic sect, incidents of kidnapping in the southeast and South-South parts of the country, including agitations by militants in the Niger Delta have become “brands” of crime that have given a negative identity to Nigeria (Ali, 2016). This is in addition to other conventional crimes such as theft, arson, violent ethno-religious conflicts to mention but few, which the law enforcement agents battle daily (Ofuafor, 2018). These acts particularly those that involve threat to life have contributed in creating an alarming state of insecurity in some parts of the country.
	The social media is a principal player in the arena of national security (Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2017). The social media by their nature have the capabilities of educating, informing, entertaining and inflaming the audience (Adedeji, 2019). Above all, they possess a contagious and outreaching influence which the conventional media lack and this potential is most likely what Osahenye (2016) refers to as unstoppable power of the social media. Social media is a double edged sword in that it can be used either in a beneficial or detrimental ways. It is on this thrust that this study was carried out to examine the impact of social media on national security from the standpoint of Nigeria perspective.

How Extremist Groups use Social Media for Recruitment and Propaganda.
	In the digital age, social media has revolutionized communication, providing platforms for instant and widespread dissemination of information. While these tools have facilitated positive global connectivity, they have also been exploited by extremist groups for nefarious purposes. According to Bartlett, (2014) stress that extremist groups, ranging from religious radicals to political extremists, leverage social media to recruit new members and spread propaganda, capitalizing on the vast reach and relative anonymity these platforms offer.
	Benjamin, (2019) stated that Extremist groups utilize social media in several strategic ways. They create and share content designed to attract and radicalize potential recruits, exploiting grievances and amplifying their ideologies. These groups employ sophisticated online marketing techniques, including the use of targeted advertising, hashtags, and trending topics to increase their visibility. They also establish online communities where like-minded individuals can interact, share ideas, and reinforce extremist beliefs.
	Propaganda disseminated through social media is often tailored to resonate with specific demographics, using culturally relevant references, symbols, and narratives. High-quality videos, memes, and infographics are common tools, designed to appeal emotionally and intellectually to their audience (Gillespie, 2018). The interactivity of social media platforms allows for direct engagement, enabling recruiters to identify and groom potential recruits through private messaging and discussion groups.
	Moreover, extremist groups take advantage of the algorithmic nature of social media platforms, which can inadvertently promote their content by prioritizing engagement. This can lead to the rapid spread of extremist material, as users who interact with such content are shown more of it, creating a feedback loop that deepens radicalization.
	Kaminski, (2019) posited that Governments and social media companies face significant challenges in combating this misuse. Efforts to counteract extremist activities include content moderation, deplatforming, and the promotion of counter-narratives. However, the decentralized and adaptive nature of social media complicates these efforts, as extremist groups continually evolve their strategies to evade detection.
	In conclusion, the exploitation of social media by extremist groups for recruitment and propaganda is a pressing issue in contemporary society. Addressing this challenge requires a multifaceted approach, combining technological solutions, policy measures, and community engagement to effectively counteract the influence of these groups and protect vulnerable individuals from radicalization.
Enhancing the positive impacts and reducing the negative impacts of social media on national security.
	Social media has become an indispensable part of modern communication, significantly influencing national security dynamics. While it offers numerous benefits for enhancing security measures, it also presents challenges that can undermine stability. This literature review synthesizes current research on strategies to maximize the positive impacts and mitigate the negative effects of social media on national security.
Enhancing Positive Impacts
Information Dissemination and Crisis Management: Social media platforms play a crucial role in disseminating information rapidly during emergencies. Lindsay (2016) and Houston et al. (2015) highlight how governments and emergency services use platforms like Twitter and Facebook to provide real-time updates during natural disasters and terrorist attacks, enhancing public safety and response efficiency.
Community Engagement and Intelligence Gathering: Social media facilitates community policing and intelligence gathering. Studies by Williams et al. (2018) and Meijer and Thaens (2013) show how law enforcement agencies use social media to engage with the public, build trust, and gather valuable information. These interactions can lead to improved crime prevention and a stronger relationship between the police and the community.
Counter-Narrative Campaigns: Research by Briggs and Feve (2013) and Silverman et al. (2016) examines the effectiveness of counter-narrative campaigns on social media. These campaigns are designed to challenge extremist ideologies and misinformation, providing alternative viewpoints and factual information. Successful campaigns have been shown to reduce the influence of extremist content and promote social cohesion.
Reducing Negative Impacts
Combatting Online Radicalization: The exploitation of social media by extremist groups for recruitment and propaganda is a significant concern. Conway et al. (2017) and Helmus et al. (2018) discuss strategies for disrupting online radicalization, such as enhanced content moderation, algorithm adjustments, and community reporting mechanisms to detect and remove harmful content.
Balancing Privacy and Surveillance: The tension between national security and individual privacy is a critical issue. Lyon (2014) and Deibert (2013) address the ethical implications of social media surveillance by the state. They propose frameworks for transparent oversight and accountability to ensure that security measures do not infringe on civil liberties while protecting national interests.
Cybersecurity and Information Warfare: Hostile actors increasingly use social media for cyber-attacks and disinformation campaigns. Rid and Buchanan (2015) and Chertoff and Simon (2018) highlight the need for robust cybersecurity measures and international cooperation to counter these threats. They recommend enhancing public-private partnerships and developing technological solutions to protect against information warfare.
Policy and Technological Solutions
Effective Regulation and Governance: Klonick (2018) and Gillespie (2018) emphasize the importance of comprehensive regulation and governance of social media platforms. Effective policies should mandate transparency, accountability, and ethical practices among social media companies. Global standards and cooperation are also necessary to address the transnational nature of social media challenges.
Technological Innovations in Content Moderation: Advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning offer promising solutions for real-time content moderation. Ferrara et al. (2016) and Van Eerten et al. (2017) explore AI-driven tools that detect and mitigate harmful content, reducing the spread of extremist material and misinformation while preserving freedom of expression.
Public Education and Digital Literacy: Educating the public about the risks and responsibilities of social media use is crucial for enhancing security. Hobbs (2017) and Mihailidis (2018) stress the importance of digital literacy programs that empower individuals to critically evaluate online content and resist manipulative or false information. Such education can reduce the susceptibility to extremist and misleading content.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	National security borders on incidence that endangers human existence or welfare (Ali, 2013). Nigeria’s national security means the protection of the lives, rights, dignity and property of its citizens (Ibagere, 2019).
	Benjamin, (2019) stated that Extremist groups utilize social media in several strategic ways. They create and share content designed to attract and radicalize potential recruits, exploiting grievances and amplifying their ideologies. These groups employ sophisticated online marketing techniques, including the use of targeted advertising, hashtags, and trending topics to increase their visibility.
	Social media has become an indispensable part of modern communication, significantly influencing national security dynamics. While it offers numerous benefits for enhancing security measures, it also presents challenges that can undermine stability. This literature review synthesizes current research on strategies to maximize the positive impacts and mitigate the negative effects of social media on national security.
	Lindsay (2017) and Houston et al. (2015) highlight how governments and emergency services use platforms like Twitter and Facebook to provide real-time updates during natural disasters and terrorist attacks, enhancing public safety and response efficiency. While exploitation of social media by extremist groups for recruitment and propaganda is a significant concern. Conway et al. (2017) and Helmus et al. (2018) discuss strategies for disrupting online radicalization, such as enhanced content moderation, algorithm adjustments, and community reporting mechanisms to detect and remove harmful content.






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study. This is done under the following sub-headings:-
i. Research Design
ii. Population of the Study
iii. Sample and Sampling Techniques
iv. Research Instrument
v. Validity of Instrument
vi. Reliability of Instrument
vii. Procedure for data collection and
viii. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
 	The type of research design adopted for this study is the descriptive survey. Descriptive survey according to Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2004) aimed at describing the characters or features of a subject. Descriptive research is also good in the aspect of describing the subject because of its sole function of explaining the natural characteristics or features of the subject.
 
Population of the Study
	Population is the entire group of people, object or geographical area that serves as the target of the researcher. The population for this study covered all Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques
	For easy coverage and time at the researcher disposal, 10 location were selected. The sample of the study is made up of ten (10) peoples from each area. Each people were given (10) ten questionnaire. 
 At the end, one hundred (100) people were sampled which include:
· Pakata, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oloje, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ansarudeen, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oke-ebo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Ogidi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. 
· Oko-Olowo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balogun Ajikobi, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Balgun Alanamu, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Olorun-Shogo, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
· Mandate, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.

Research Instrument
	Research Instrument is the device used in collecting data. The research instrument used for this study was the structured questionnaire which is in two sections. Section A consisted of the respondent’s personal information such as school, age, gender, etc. while Section B dealt with questions relating to the use of social media on National security: Nigeria perspective. 
Validity of the Instrument
	The validity of the instrument by Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2014) is said to be the appropriateness, meaningfulness and usefulness of the research instrument. Therefore, to ascertain the validity of the research instrument a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary corrections and approval. The corrected version was typed out and administered to the respondents.
Reliability of Instrument
	Reliability means the degree to which the instrument yields consistent scores/result when it is administered over a number of times. A study cannot be valid without being reliable. Reliability also means that the findings could consistently be the sample if the study was done over again. The instrument was administered to some students outside the sample. The result of the pilot study was analyzed using Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) for data collection.
	In organising data in research process, it entails adequate collection of necessary information that will make the researcher to analyze the data properly and correctly. The researcher administered the questionnaire to the respondents personally with special permission by the schools heads in order to achieve the optimum attention from the student.
Data Analysis Techniques
	The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation of data obtained is through percentage and t- test analysis.


          






CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
This chapter focuses on presentation and analysis of data gathered from the respondents through questionnaire administered on them. In order to streamline the presentation and analysis of data, this chapter is discussed under the following sub-headings: Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents, Answering Research Questions, and Discussion of Findings. 
Presentation of Demographic Information of Respondents
Table 1: Distribution of respondents based on gender
	S/N
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1
	Male 
	48
	48.0%

	2
	Female
	52
	52.0%

	
	Total 
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
	Table 1 shows that 48 (48.0%) of the total respondents were male, while 52 (52.0%) of the total respondents were female. That is, Table 1 reveals that more female participated on impact of social media on National security: Nigeria perspective in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.


Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age Range
	S/N
	Age Range 
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	1
	 Under 30 years 
	09
	18.0%

	2
	30 – 40 years 
	35
	70.0%

	3
	41– 50 years 
	32
	6.0%

	4
	51 years and above 
	24
	6.0%

	Total
	
	100
	100.0%


	Fieldwork, 2024
Table 2 reveals that 9 (18.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between under 30 years. Also, Table 2 shows that 35 (70.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between 30 and 40 years. Moreover, the table shows that 32 (6.0%) of the respondents were in the age range between  41 and 50 years, while 24 (6.0%) of the total respondents were in the age range between 51 years and above. Table 2 reveals that majority of the respondents (70.0%) were in the age range between 30 and 40 years. The implication of this is that the respondents were believed to understand the contents of the research instrument, that is, the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective.





1. Research Question 1: What is the role of social media in shaping public perceptions of national security issues in Nigeria?
Table 3: the role of social media in shaping public perceptions of national security issues 	in Nigeria.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA
4
	A
3
	D
2
	SD
1
	

	1
	Social media is a major source of information on national security issues in Nigeria.
	23
(92)
	19
(57)
	25
(50)
	33
(33)
	2.32

	2
	I rely on social media for updates on security-related events in Nigeria.
	33
(132)
	27
(81)
	18
(36)
	22
(22)
	2.72

	3
	Social media platforms are effective in disseminating information about national security threats.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(31)
	29
(29)
	2.01

	4
	Social media influences my perception of national security issues in Nigeria.
	34
(136)
	15
(45)
	26
(52)
	25
(25)
	2.58

	5
	News shared on social media affects my level of concern about national security.
	21
(84)
	17
(51)
	24
(48)
	38
(38)
	2.21

	
	Average Mean
	
	
	
	
	2.4


 Source: Research survey (2024) 
Table 3 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.01. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.72, and 2.58) agreed to the statements, while three item had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.32, 2.01, 2.21). Therefore, there are some factors that did not impact on social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.40, which is less than 2.50.   
Research Question 2: In what ways do extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria?
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items 
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	x
Mean

	1
	I am aware that extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria.
	25
(100)
	18
(60)
	27
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	I frequently come across content from extremist groups on social media.
	21
(112)
	20
(87)
	23
(52)
	36
(16)
	100
(267)
	2.4
(2.4)

	3
	Social media platforms are common tools for spreading extremist ideologies in Nigeria.
	25 (100)
	25
(75)
	23
(46)
	27
(27)
	100
(273)
	2.7
(2.7)

	4
	Extremist groups use social media to recruit new members in Nigeria.
	26
(104)
	28
(84)
	26
(52)
	20
(20)
	100
(260)
	2.6
(2.6)

	5
	Social media is effective in radicalizing individuals towards extremist beliefs.
	24
(96)
	19
(57)
	24
(48)
	33
(33)
	100
(234)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Table 4: Extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria
.	Source: Research survey (2024)
	Table 4 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.7 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed. This implies that three of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.62, 2.7, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while two items had mean scores that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3). Therefore, there are some extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.50, which is greater than 
2.50.   
Research Question 3: What strategies can be implemented to enhance the positive impacts of social media while minimizing its negative effects on national security?
Table 5: Implementations to enhance the positive impacts of social media while minimizing its negative effects on national security.
	S/N
	Questionnaire Items
	SA(4)
	A(3)
	D(2)
	SD
	Total
	
Mean

	1
	Implementing stricter regulations on social media content can enhance national security.
	32
(128)
	20
(60)
	22
(44)
	30
(30)
	100
(262)
	2.62
(2.62)

	2
	Government policies should focus on monitoring and controlling extremist content on social media.
	17
(68)
	32
(96)
	32
(64)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.7
(2.7)

	3
	Collaboration between social media companies and government agencies is essential for national security.
	16
(64)
	34
(102)
	31
(62)
	19
(19)
	100
(247)
	2.4
(2.5)

	4
	Public awareness campaigns about the dangers of extremist content on social media can help improve national security.
	21
(84)
	19
(57)
	31
(62)
	29
(29)
	100
232
	2.3
(2.3)

	5
	Educating users on how to identify and report harmful content can reduce negative impacts of social media.
	21
(84)
	20
(60)
	23
(46)
	36
(36)
	100
(226)
	2.3
(2.3)

	
	Average mean ∑X2/N
	
	
	
	
	
	2.5


Source: Research survey (2024)
Table 5 shows that the five (5) items of the questionnaire had highest mean of 2.72 and lowest mean of 2.3. The rule is that any mean below 2.50 is disagreed, while any mean equal to or greater than 2.50 is agreed.  This implies that two of the five questionnaire items with mean scores (2.74, and 2.6) agreed to the statements, while 3 items had mean score that disagreed to the statements (2.4, 2.3, 2.3). Therefore, there are some implementations to enhance the positive impacts of social media while minimizing its negative effects on national security. This fact is buttressed by the responses of the respondents considering the average mean, 2.5, which is greater than 2.50.
Testing of Hypothesis
 4.1	Data Analysis and Presentation
	Hypothesis One:
		Social media does not have a significant roles in shaping public perceptions of National security issues in Nigeria.
Table 1: T-test analysis of association between the social media and the roles in shaping public perceptions of National security issues in Nigeria.
	Variables
	N
	


	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
 Social media and the roles in shaping public perceptions
	100


100
	2.5


2.7
	0.58

0.64

	98
	2.63
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	National security issues in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
			From the analysis of table 1 above, the t-calculated value of 2.63 is greater than the critical value of 1.98 at 0.05 levels of significance and 98 degree of freedom. Based on this, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means there is a significant difference in association between social media and the roles in shaping public perceptions of National security issues in Nigeria.
Hypothesis Two:
Extremist groups do not use social media for their activities in 	Nigeria.
Table 2:	
T-test and analysis of association between the extremist groups and the use social media for activities in Nigeria. 
	Variables
	N
	
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit
	Decision

	
  Extremist groups
	100


100
	1.98


2.0
	0.40


0.41
	98
	2.77
	1.98
	H0
Rejected 

	 Use social media for activities in 	Nigeria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	L.S = 0.05
From the analysis of table 2 above, the t-calculated value is 2.77 which t-critical value is 1.98. Since the t-calculated value is greater than the t-calculated value is greater than the t-critical value, the null hypothesis was rejected. This means that there is a significant difference in Extremist groups and the social media for their activities in Nigeria.



4.3	Discussion of Findings
			The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis one revealed that, there is significant difference in association between social media and the roles in shaping public perceptions of National security issues in Nigeria. This result is in support to the opinion of Lindsay (2011) and Houston et al. (2015) which highlight how governments and emergency services use platforms like Twitter and Facebook to provide real-time updates during natural disasters and terrorist attacks, enhancing public safety and response efficiency. Social media has become an indispensable part of modern communication, significantly influencing national security dynamics. While it offers numerous benefits for enhancing security measures, it also presents challenges that can undermine stability.
 		The analysis of the data gathered from the hypothesis two revealed that, that there is a significant difference in extremist groups and the use social media for activities in Nigeria. . This result is in support to the opinion of Benjamin, (2019) which stated that Extremist groups utilize social media in several strategic ways. They create and share content designed to attract and radicalize potential recruits, exploiting grievances and amplifying their ideologies. These groups employ sophisticated online marketing techniques, including the use of targeted advertising, hashtags, and trending topics to increase their visibility.
	
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
This chapter focuses on summary, conclusion and recommendations. The researcher also made suggestions on the areas where further studies could be carried out. 
Summary 
	The impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. The study conceived misinformation and fake news that can incite violence, create panic, and undermine trust in governmental institutions.   The objectives of the study were directed to include variables such as role of social media in the dissemination of information related to national security in Nigeria, how extremist groups use social media for recruitment and propaganda, and to provide recommendations for enhancing the positive impacts and reducing the negative impacts of social media on national security.  
	The study is divided into five chapters. Chapter one gave vivid introduction of the study with background, statement of the problem and objectives of the study well stated. Chapter two reviewed the studies of renowned authors which are related to the present study. In chapter two, relationship between the variables used in this study and the past literature was established as well as the difference between them to reveal the gap in literature and how the present study would bridge the gap. Chapter three of this study was devoted to explain the methods adopted to carry out the investigation. In the chapter four of the study, the researcher presented and analysed the data gathered from the respondents using tables. Chapter five summarised, presented conclusion and recommendations. 
Conclusion
	While social media presents significant challenges to national security in Nigeria, it also offers opportunities for enhancing security measures. Addressing the impact of social media on national security requires a multifaceted approach that includes technological adaptation, regulatory measures, public education, and international cooperation. By leveraging the positive aspects of social media and mitigating its risks, Nigeria can enhance its national security framework in the digital age. 







Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations for the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. Which include: 
i. Invest in advanced monitoring tools and train security personnel in social media intelligence. This includes the use of AI and machine learning to detect and analyze potential threats in real-time.
ii.  Implement robust cybersecurity protocols to protect social media platforms and users from cyber threats. This includes regular security audits, encryption, and the use of secure communication channels.
iii. Develop clear regulatory frameworks that address the misuse of social media while safeguarding freedom of expression. This involves collaboration with international bodies to create consistent and effective regulations.
iv. Foster partnerships between the government, social media companies, and civil society organizations. This collaborative approach can enhance the development and enforcement of security measures on social media platforms.
v. Launch comprehensive public education campaigns to raise awareness about the impact of misinformation and the importance of digital literacy. These campaigns can empower citizens to make informed decisions online.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
	SOCIAL MEDIA ON NATIONAL SECURITY: NIGERIA PERSPECTIVE (ISMNSPS).
 QUESTIONNAIRE 
Dear Respondent, 
	This questionnaire is designed to obtain information on the impact of social media on national security: Nigeria perspective. Since there's no provision for name of respondent, be rest assured that your responses will be used confidentially. Kindly respond to the items below. Your responses will be used for research purpose only.    
	Yours faithfully,
	[		] 
Section 1: Demographic Information
Age Range (Year ): under 30yrs (  ), 30-40 yrs (  ), 41-50yrs (  ), 51 years and above (    )

Gender: ( ) Male ( ) Female


Section 2
Instructions: Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement by selecting one of the following options:
	S/N
	ITEM
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	A
	What is the role of social media in shaping public perceptions of national security issues in Nigeria?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Social media is a major source of information on national security issues in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	2
	I rely on social media for updates on security-related events in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Social media platforms are effective in disseminating information about national security threats.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Social media influences my perception of national security issues in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	5
	News shared on social media affects my level of concern about national security.
	
	
	
	

	B
	In what ways do extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria?
	
	
	
	

	1
	I am aware that extremist groups use social media for their activities in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	2
	I frequently come across content from extremist groups on social media.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Social media platforms are common tools for spreading extremist ideologies in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Extremist groups use social media to recruit new members in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Social media is effective in radicalizing individuals towards extremist beliefs.
	
	
	
	

	C
	What strategies can be implemented to enhance the positive impacts of social media while minimizing its negative effects on national security?
	
	
	
	

	1
	Implementing stricter regulations on social media content can enhance national security.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Government policies should focus on monitoring and controlling extremist content on social media.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Collaboration between social media companies and government agencies is essential for national security.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Public awareness campaigns about the dangers of extremist content on social media can help improve national security.
	
	
	
	

	
	Educating users on how to identify and report harmful content can reduce negative impacts of social media.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Schools should incorporate digital literacy programs to teach students about safe social media practices.
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