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ABSTRACT
Kidnapping in Nigeria is mind blowing, these have become a global issues and threats to school management and administration. Therefore, the research examines the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Nigeria’s institutions of learning in Kwara state. Descriptive research method is used for this study. Simple random sampling technique was used on selecting respondents while structured questionnaire was used in eliciting response from the respondents. Mean and chi-square was used in analyzing data. The results show that; there is significant difference between unemployment and kidnapping in Kwara state. There is significant difference between consequences of kidnapping and economic and educational development of the state. Based on the findings it is recommended among others that counseling psychologists should be prepared and deployed to institutions of learning to rehabilitate students suffering from fear and psychological trauma. Counselors should be able to adopt various strategies among include the use Rational Emotive Behavioural Therapy to alleviate stress, fear, and anxiety, psychological disturbance that both the teachers and students face as a result of the activities of insurgency.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
There is a growing body of evidence that violent political and military attacks on education have occurred in dozens of states in the past decade and have significantly intensified in many of the worst affected countries in recent years. The attacks are carried out against students; teachers; academics; and education personnel, including support staff, such as transport drivers, caretakers and night watchmen; and education officials; trade unionists; and aid workers. They include killing, injuring, abduction, kidnapping, forced recruitment as soldiers or for labour, forced disappearance, illegal detention, torture and sexual violence. They also include the prevention of repair, rehabilitation or reconstruction of attacked schools by the use or threat of use of force (Brendan, 2010).
The second global study on political and military violence against education, UNESCO’s Education under Attack 2010, contained a 71-page annex listing data and reported incidents in each affected country in the period January 2007 to July 2009. The 31 listed states included eight in Latin America and the Caribbean (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico and Venezuela); ten in Sub- Saharan Africa (Burundi, Chad, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan and Zimbabwe); one in Europe (Georgia); three in the Middle East and North Africa (Israel/the Palestinian Autonomous Territories, Iran, Iraq), five in South Asia (Afghanistan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka) and four in East Asia/Pacific (Indonesia, Myanmar, Philippines and Thailand) (Brendan, 2010).
The Nigerian state today is currently riddled with endemic corruption, terrorism, ritualism, extra- judicial killings, kidnapping, religious and electoral violence across the nation. These challenges have had disastrous impact on the economy, security and human lives. Scholars have established the devastating effects these issues of insecurity have placed on the economic development of countries and have called for the fight against insecurity to be strengthened. Deaths from extra judicial killings, religious, terrorist related activities and ritualism have become a frequent aspect of the news on most Nigerian news channels and one of the disturbing plagues currently challenging the Nigerian state is kidnapping and ransom seeking. The abduction of the father of former Super Eagles captain, Mikel Obi, the wife of the former central bank governor, Mrs Magaret Emefiele, Oba Oniba of Ibaland in Lagos are some of the several high cases of kidnapping in the country. Once seen as a foreign problem, today the practice of kidnapping and ransom seeking has spread across the country affecting everyone irrespective of the societal class, threatening national peace and security of the country (Dodo, 2010; Ibrahim & Mukhtar, 2017).
Recently, kidnapping becomes one of the challenges confronting the globe in the 21st century which made existence oppressive. Insecurity is a top agenda for both policy makers and administrators in the education sector. Educational institutions are the most negatively impacted by the rising violent attacks, mass killings and abductions of school children. Kidnapping in African countries is deteriorating with the Proliferation of small and light weapons circulating in the region, and the existence of porous borders which pave a way to arms proliferation in Nigeria. (Geneva Based Small Arms Survey, 2021) It is estimated that between 2008 and 2010, the Nigerian police force recorded 887 abduction cases across the country (Action on Armed Violence, 2013). The entire country has been immensely affected by this disturbing trend. According to Hazen & Horner, kidnapping in the region has reached an alarming level. In recent times however, the kidnapping of school girls have been on the increase in the country as is evident in the kidnapping of 250 girls in Chibok in Borno state and 110 girls in Dapchi in Yobe state (Hazen & Horner, 2007).
Kidnapping has threatened educational stability and has led to shut down of many educational institutions in Nigeria. In December 2020 no fewer than 11,536 schools were closed due to abductions and security issues in Nigeria (UNICEF, 2022) with devastating consequences on the educational development in the country. Also, in 2021 United Nations Children's Funds have reported that, there are about 5,330,631 students whose education were disrupted due to attacks on schools and kidnapping of students in the northern region (Punch, 2021). The state has been battling with the incessant attacks and kidnapping of school children. Zamfara State has recorded the highest number of abductions of about 327 learners on incidences of attacks on secondary school’s education in the country (The Tribune, 26 October 2021).
There is unprecedented decreased in student’s enrolment and retention in the state. Statistical data available indicated that as at 2011 the rate of educational enrolment and retention of secondary school students declined to about 23% owing to incessant attacked by bandits, kidnapping of school’s students and village raiding in the State. The declined in the rate of students enrolment however increased to 37% in 2012, slight decreased to 39% in 2013, increased to 45% in 2014, 47% in 2015, 51% in 2016, slight decreased to 43% in 2017 and increased to 55% in 2018, 58% in 2019, 62% in 2020 and to about 74.8% in 2021(ZSME,2021).
The statistical data on secondary school’s academic performance in the state indicated that in 2011 only 1,940 students representing 5% out of 39,199 students passed the external examinations with five credit and above in Zamfara state on account of insecurity especially kidnapping in the state, 6% in 2012, 5% in 2013. In 2014 however, the performance level was 16% and dropped to 13% in 2015. The percentage also dropped to 6% in 2016 and 4% in 2017 with a slight increased to 8% in 2018, 9% in 2019, 8% in 2020 and decreased to 5% in 2021(ZSME,2021).
Insecurity in the state has also scared school inspectors to effectively ensure compliance with sound educational guidelines and quality control of academic activities of the secondary schools in the country. Most inspectors posted to the insecurity areas either reject posting or may not report to schools owing to fear of banditry attacks (Tukur & Bello, 2023).
In Nigeria, concerted efforts have been made by both authorities at federal and state government in curtailing the challenges of mass abduction of school children in the State. These measures were both militaristic and non-kinetic institutional measures against insecurity (Tukur & Bello, 2023). These include counter banditry operation named (operation Harbin Kunama) launched in 2015, operation accord launched in 2020, banning the sales and use of motorcycle in some part of the insecurity prone areas in 2021, shut down of all telecommunication networks in Zamfara State in 2021.Unfortunately, these unpleasant phenomena have continued to ravage even more intensively (Tukur & Bello, 2023). 
Statement of the Problems 
	The existence of kidnappers has become a thorn in the flesh of many citizens and foreigners domicile in Kwara state. Kidnapping is growing at an extra-ordinary rate across the North central geopolitical zone of the Nigeria. People’s movements to their working places have been hampered by the fear of kidnappers. The Nigerian Education System is deep into crises on multiple fronts, including in areas of access and quality of education. However, the recent spate of mass kidnappings of schoolchildren arguably represents the gravest existential threat and crisis to the education system. In less than three months between December 2020 and March 2021, more than 600 children were been kidnapped while in school, in three separate incidents (Adedeji & Marco, 2021). The immediate impact of attacks such as kidnapping includes the loss of life, injury to, or abduction of students and teachers, bombing and damages to facilities as well as references to the closure of schools. On the other end, the longer term impact of persistent kidnapping of school children and teachers on the education system in the North Central of Nigeria most especially is given scant analysis. It is against this background that this study tends to Investigates the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Nigeria’s institutions of learning: a case study of university of Ilorin.
Purpose of the Study
	The main purpose of the study is to investigate the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Nigeria’s institutions of learning 
Specifically, the study will
i. examine the causes of kidnapping in Kwara state
ii. highlight the resultant consequences of kidnapping in Kwara state
iii. scrutinize the role of schools, families, the government and the church as a religious organisation, in tackling kidnapping as a social problem in Kwara state. 
Research Questions 
This research will thus provide answers to the following questions: 
1. What are the causes of kidnapping in Kwara state? 
2. What are the consequences of kidnapping in Kwara state? 
3. What are the roles of the Schools, families, government and church as a religious organisation and socio-religion solutions or policies that could be formulated in tackling kidnapping as a social problem?
Research Hypotheses
H01: there is no significant difference between unemployment and kidnapping in Kwara state.
H02: there is no significant difference between consequences of kidnapping and economic development of the state.
H03: Kidnapping has no significant effect on educational development at university of Kwara state.


Scope and Delimitation of the Study 
	The scope of this study focuses specifically on the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Nigeria’s institutions of learning: a case study of university of Kwara state. More specifically, the study will explore the causes, consequences, and role of community in the control of kidnapping.
	The population of  the study comprises of both students and staff of University of Kwara state. The Sample would comprise of two hundred respondents.
Significance of the Study
Theoretically, this study will add to the body of knowledge on crime, especially kidnapping. It will educate people on the ways crime such as kidnapping could influence people’s perception in relation with other variables. It will also unveil some of the causes, effect and solution to the problem of kidnapping in Nigeria. In addition, it will serve as a reference material to researchers in the field of criminology who will like to carry out further researches on kidnapping and such related crimes.
This study has also practical significance especially with reference to policy making. It will motivate policy makers to make policies that will discourage kidnapping and improve the well being of citizens. It will also enlighten the general public about the causes and trend of kidnapping in Nigeria at large. This study is also expected to be beneficial to law makers, law enforcement agents and government officials. It will also necessitate decision making for improvement of the standard of living of the citizens. The findings of this study will be useful to other agencies and organizations interested in the issue of kidnapping in Nigeria
Operational Definition of Terms
Kidnapping: “the forcible seizure, taking away and unlawful detention of a person against his/her will. It is a common law offence and the key part is that it is unwanted act on the part of the victim
Academic performance: It refers to outstanding in academic endeavors which consist excellence in academic discipline, communication skills and confidence in extra-school Curriculum activities
Crimes: It is violation of societal rules of behaviour as interpreted and expressed by a criminal legal code created by people holding social and political power.
Poverty: the state of being extremely poor, it can also be said as the state or condition in which one lacks the financial resources and essentials for a certain standard of living.
Unemployment: this is a term referring to individual who are unemployable and actively seeking a job but are unable to find a job. 
Tertiary institution: Tertiary education refers to post-secondary education received at universities (government or privately funded), monotechnics, polytechnics and colleges of educations
Impact: is an impinging or striking especially of one body against another. 
Academic activities: Academic student activities refer to various clubs and programs specifically focused on helping a student in the academic sense.








CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
In this chapter the researcher extensively review relevant studies on effect of kidnapping on students performance. The literature reviewed was organized under the following headings:
Conceptual Framework 
· Concept of Kidnapping
· History Of Kidnapping 
· Incidents of School Kidnapping in Nigeria
· Chronology Of School Children Kidnapping Nigeria
· The Consequences of Kidnapping
· Effects of kidnapping on School Education
Empirical Review
Theoretical Framework
Concept of Kidnapping
Kidnapping remains the most daunting threat to the deteriorating security situation in Nigeria. It became evident that kidnapping has been a crime that persistently contributes to the rise of insecurity especially in the north-western Nigeria. A report document presented by Action on Armed Violence (2013) indicated that, there are about 887 recorded cases of kidnapping in Nigeria. These ugly trend of kidnapping in Nigeria took it shape with the proliferation of small and light weapons which gained their access through Libya, and initially it is a method used by Niger-Delta militant to attract attention of oil companies and the government with respect to their struggle for resources control (Omotoso and Kahinde, 2016) According to available data to the researcher and as advocated by Akpan,(2010) kidnapping in Nigeria started on 25th February, 2006 by the abduction of the expatriate oil company employees in the Niger Delta which serve as a message to the world about the years of marginalization, injustice, Exploitation and underdevelopment of their region. Kidnapping involves a situation where victims are forcibly seized and transported with the used of sophisticated weapons to a destination where their liberty are being restricted against their will demanding for ransom for their release.
Mohammed (2020) who argues that kidnapping is a goal-oriented phenomenon, it is the forceful abduction of individuals or group for ransom. The crime therefore is associated with either economic, social or a ritual motive. The crime is further sustained using the proceeds to purchase small and light weapons. Zenn and Pearson (2020) posited that kidnapping is a planned, organized mass abductions of individual or groups where violence threat and sophisticated weapons were employed for either ransom or socio-economic and political motives. Based on this kidnapping is a deliberate and targeted act of crime involving mass abduction for either economic purpose or retaliating. 
Kidnapping is defined by various scholars with varying degree of successes. Firstly, Inyang and Abraham (2013) defined it as “the forcible seizure, taking away and unlawful detention of a person against his/her will. It is a common law offence and the key part is that it is unwanted act on the part of the victim”. Another definition is offered by Fage and Alabi (2017) who conceived kidnapping as “forceful or fraudulent abduction of an individual or a group of individuals for reasons ranging from economic, political, and religious to [struggle for] self-determination”. However, the authors later admitted that the forcefully or fraudulently abducted individuals are carried off as hostages for ransom purposes. This implies that while political and economic factors can instigate kidnapping, the economic reason is the most common predisposing factor of the phenomenon. 
Uzorma and Nwanegbo-Ben (2014), also defined kidnapping as the “act of seizing and detaining or carrying away a person by unlawful force or by fraud, and often with a demand for ransom. It involves taking a person from their family forcefully without their consent with the motive of holding the person as a hostage and earning a profit from their family”. From the foregoing, the definition of kidnapping has no one best way to describe it, but it is clear that for an act to be deemed kidnapping, it shall involve coercive movement of a victim from one place to another, detention or seizure of that person be it a child or an adult. That is why Inyang and Abraham, (2013) added that it is legally regarded as a restriction of someone else’s liberty which violates the provision of freedom of movement as enshrined in the constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria, where every other law takes its cue from. 
In addition, kidnapping is usually motivated by financial gain or political demand. Thus, opportunist or traditional criminals as well as political dissidents can resort to kidnapping in order to illegally obtain economic gains or have their demands granted. Recent typologies of kidnapping, whether they originate in social science or business milieux, focus on criminal motivation. Some examples that belong to the sophisticated end of the analytical spectrum: criminologist and risk evaluator Elio Zannoni proposes a distinction between criminal (with economic motivation) and political (with political motivation) kidnapping (Zannoni, 2013), suggesting that ‘in many instances ‘kidnapping is a “business” involving a demand for ransom which may vary considerably, depending on the type of criminals involved and the victim’s personal status’ (2003, as cited in Tnazelli, 2016). Two claims are important here: (a) that in every kidnapping a form of economics is involved, and (b) that the status of the hostage is of significance in the payment of ransom.
In a similar report presented by Al-Jazeera 5 may, 2021 indicated that more than 700 secondary school children have been kidnapped in their learning dormitory between December 2020 and march 2021 (Al-Jazeera May, 2021).
History of Kidnapping 
Kidnapping became rampant in Nigeria during the agitations for resource control in the Niger Delta around the early 1990s until the amnesty days in 2008. The motivation for piratical activities and attacks in the Nigerian Niger-Delta initially emanates from perceived injustices by the central government and the Multinational corporations (MNCs) to the people of the region. The extensive environmental degradation caused by the oil extraction industries which as a result had a negative effect on the life-styles of the inhabitants in the Niger-Delta and the oppressive tactics of the federal government in administrating and exploiting the region’s resources crude oil made pirates to claim to act in the best interest of the people by combating these injustices. From the Niger-Delta, kidnapping spread to the South East of Nigeria 
The history of kidnapping in the South-East zone of Nigeria could be traced to hostilities, conflicts and violence in the Niger Delta region (Nwagboso, 2012). Kidnapping, which is the act of abducting somebody and keeping him/her as a prisoner in order to get a ransom for his/her release, suddenly took on a whole new economic attraction in the South-East of Nigeria. This new black economy thrived in the South- East zone, especially in Abia and Imo states, where prominent indigenes and residents of the states were easy targets. Following the 2007 general elections in Nigeria, this social problem became virulent in the South-East as youths that were used as political thugs by politicians during the 2007 general elections subsequently diverted their guns, skills and energy into the ugly trade as a new means of economic survival after the elections. As Nwagboso noted, confessions by those apprehended indicated that some politicians in these states supplied guns to youths for the purpose of rigging the 2007 general elections. Unfortunately these guns were not retrieved at the end of the elections. Consequently, kidnapping transmuted into a profitable business mostly among the youths in Abia, Imo, Ebonyi and other states in the zone. Thus, the increasing rate of kidnapping activities in Abia state, particularly in Aba metropolis, resulted in several foiled attempts to kidnap the Abia state Governor, Chief Theodore Orji, in 2008 (Nwogu, 2008). Thus, from 2007 to 2010, several prominent residents and indigenes in Aba and its environs were kidnapped for ransom. This adversely affected the economy of Abia state as many businessmen and manufacturing companies relocated to other states like Enugu and Anambra. Kidnappers went as far as abducting school children, traditional rulers, and innocent citizens while attending church services or village meetings. According to Nwagboso (2012), the kidnapping of school children forced all the commercial banks in the area to close down for several days in 2010. It is pertinent to note that prior to this period, many commercial banks were robbed in Aba which is the commercial fulcrum of Abia state. To address the spate of kidnapping in the South-East zone particularly in Abia state, the federal government, by the invitation of the state government, deployed soldiers to Aba metropolis and its environs and this action minimised the reported cases of the menace, especially in Aba and its environs. This was partly as a result of intensive attacks launched by the army at the hideouts of kidnappers in Ukwa West Local Government Area of Abia State (Sampson, 2010).
Incidents of School Kidnapping in Nigeria
Several incidences of kidnapping occurred in Nigeria particularly northern region with debilitating effects to the educational development of the region. The most recently known kidnapping that attracted international attention was school kidnapping on the 14-15 of April 2014, where 276 female secondary school students were abducted from their learning environment by a gangs of terrors Boko Haram terrorist group in Chibok, Bornu state Perkins, (2014).Another incident of school abduction was on the11 of December, 2020, over three hundred and thirty-three (333) boys from Government Science Secondary School Kankara, Katsina State were abducted by gunmen on motorcycles (Premium Times 11 December, 2020). Kagara school kidnapping also, was on the 17 February 2021, 27 school pupils were abducted at the Government Science Collage Kagara, Niger State. Also, on 26 of October, 2021, 327 learners were abducted at a boarding school in Jangebe Zamfara state (Al-Jazeera 27 February,2021) These bandits dressed in military uniforms at night and abducted the victims in their learning environment. Another incident of students kidnapping was reported on 17 June, 2021 where over 80 students were abducted at Federal Government College BirninYauri, Niger state. (Al-Jazeera 17 June, 2021)
Chronology of School Children Kidnapping in Nigeria
Below is a timeline of how far terrorists and criminals have gone in making schools unsafe. 
April 14, 2014: Girls Secondary School, Chibok 
On April 14, 2014, 276 mostly Christian female students aged from 16 to 18 were kidnapped by the Islamic terrorist group, Boko Haram from the Government Girls Secondary School at the town of Chibok in Borno State. Prior to the raid the school had been closed for four weeks due to deteriorating security conditions, but the girls were in attendance in order to take final exams in Physics. No fewer than 57 of the schoolgirls escaped immediately following the incident by jumping from the trucks on which they were being transported, and others have been rescued by the Nigerian Armed Forces on various occasions. Hopes have been raised that the 219 remaining girls might be released; however some girls are believed to be dead. Amina Ali, one of the missing girls, was found in May 2016. As of April 14, 2021, seven years after the initial kidnapping, over 100 of the girls remain missing (Henry, 2021). 
February 19, 2018: Dapchi School Girls, Yobe 
Barely four years after the attack on Chibok, the insurgents took their onslaught to Yobe, another state in the troubled North-Eest region. The Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed confirmed that 110 students were kidnapped after Boko Haram invaded the Government Girls Science Technical College (GGSTC) in Dapchi, on Monday, February 19, 2018. When the gunmen attacked the all-girls boarding school, many residents of the town had thought they were security forces as they came in camouflaged vehicles. Although most of the students have reunited with their families after they were released on March 21, 2018 by their abductors, Leah Sharibu is yet to be freed by the gunmen. Reports suggest the 14-year-old, a Christian, wasn’t freed with the others because she refused to convert to Islam (Henry, 2021).

2021 December 11, 2020: Kankara Boys, Katsina 
On Friday, December 11, 2020 bandits took 303 students of Government Science Secondary School, Kankara, Katsina into captivity. A week after the students were taken into captivity, their abductors released them. The government denied paying a ransom to secure the students from the all-boys educational institution (Henry, 2021). 
December 19, 2020: Dandume foiled kidnapping attack 
Less than two days after the kidnapped Kankara students’ release, some gunmen abducted more than 80 Islamic school students in the same Katsina State. This time, the pupils were quickly rescued by security forces after a fierce gun battle, according to the police. The attempted kidnapping took place in Dandume, about 64 kilometres from Kankara, the town where the earlier kidnapping of schoolboys occurred (Henry, 2021). 
February 17, 2021: Bandits abduct another 41 in Kagara, Niger State 
Gunmen invaded a school in Niger State on Wednesday, February 17, 2021 kidnapping 41 persons. The gunmen raided the Government Science College Kagara, Shiroro Local Government Area of Niger State, capturing students, teachers, and their family members from the school. 27 students were among the abductees (Henry, 2021). 
February 26, 2021: 317 Female students abducted in Zamfara State 
Less than 10 days after the bandits raided Kagara, gunmen kidnapped 317 schoolgirls from the Government Girls Science Secondary School Jangebe in Jangebe, Zamfara State. The incident happened on Friday, February 26, 2021 (Henry, 2021). 
March 11, 2021: College of Forestry, Afaka, Kaduna 
The Afaka kidnapping took place on March 11, 2021, when gunmen attacked Federal College of Forestry Mechanisation, Afaka, Igabi LGA, Kaduna State, and kidnapped 39 students just weeks after a similar attack in Jangebe, Zamfara State. The abducted comprised 23 females along with 16 males. Security forces were able to rescue 180 staff and students the next day. On April 5, 2021, the government of Kaduna State announced that five of the 39 people abducted from the Afaka School have been released. On April 8, 2021, the state further announced that another five more students have been released, leaving 29 still in captivity. On May 5, 2021, the state government announced that the remaining 29 students have been released after spending 55 days in captivity (Henry, 2021). 


April 20, 2021: Greenfield University Kidnap 
The Greenfield University kidnapping took place on April 20, 2021, where at least 20 students and two staff were kidnapped in Kasarami village, Chikun LGA, Kaduna State, during an attack by suspected armed bandits at Greenfield University. The kidnappers demanded N800 million ransom. On April 23, 2021, the kidnappers killed three of the students. On May 29, 2021, after 40 days in captivity the remaining 14 students were freed. Their parents also said they paid a ransom of N150 million and eight brand new motorcycles to the bandits (Henry, 2021). 
May 30, 2021: Niger Muslim school kidnap 
On May 30, 2021, an armed gang abducted dozens of students from an Islamic school in Niger State. One of the school’s officials disclosed that the attackers initially took more than 100 children “but later sent back those they considered too small for them, those between four and 12 years old”. The state government, in a series of tweets, said the attackers had released 11 of the pupils who were “too small and couldn’t walk” very far. 
The latest was the Thursday, June 17, when a mass of heavily armed bandits struck at Federal Government College, Birnin Yauri, Yauri Local Government Area of Kebbi State (Henry, 2021).
The Causes of Kidnapping
Ohakhire, (2020) clarified that kidnapping is associated with quest for ransom, revenge and ritual. That is the dictum of kidnapping ‘3rs’ of kidnapping. Other researchers have also campaigned for the following reasons to be responsible for Kidnapping:
1. Challenge of Poverty: Poverty is a global phenomenon which is a recurring problem in Nigeria. It is evident from personal observation, scholarly works, newspaper, radio and television that despite its abundant resources and oil wealth, Nigeria is ravaged by poverty. The situation has worsened since the late 1990’s to the extent that the country is considered one of the twenty poorest countries in the world; over seventy percent of the population is classified as poor with about thirty five percent living in abject poverty (Rural Poverty Portal, 2008). Kinoti, (1994) in Olulowo, (2017) posited that poverty is directly related to crime. He contends that if people do not have enough to eat, they steal to survive. When people become desperate for food and other necessities they will steal and even kill to get what they need. The 2004 Human Development Indicators put Nigeria as number 151 out of 177 countries. Poverty in Nigeria is generally believed to be prime cause of kidnapping in the country.
2. Challenge of Unemployment: Lack of employment opportunities for the youths in different parts of Nigeria is one major cause of prevalence of kidnapping. Inyang, (2009) associated kidnapping to the endemic rate of youth joblessness. He corroborated this fact by citing the widely acknowledged adage, which says that “an idle man is the devil’s workshop” to present the situation of unemployment in Nigeria. Linus, (2015) noted that there are uncountable able-bodied men and women in Nigeria roaming the streets in search of non existing job. Out of frustration together with mounting responsibilities to tackle many idle young persons have ventured into criminal activities of which kidnapping are not an exemption. A graduate who is unable to secure a job is psychologically bereft of other means of survival. Such. The existence of vast reservoir of unemployed youths and underground republic in the country. It is called the republic of hoodlums, a reservoir of almost limitless supply of hungry, angry, willing and able fighters for murky causes. It is from this army that the various ethnic militias and kidnappers are drawing their cadre (Amuta, 2001).
3. Proliferation of Arms and Military Uniforms: Inyang, (2009), Uche, (2015) believed that the purchase of large number of arms as a result of political patronage of miscreant who were dumped after elections may indirectly encourage and enhance kidnapping. He equated today’s kidnapping situation to the bane of arm robbery in the early eighties where many young-able bodied men who fought during the Nigerian civil war were discharged and sent home with nothing. Meanwhile since the schools they left behind were destroyed and there were no jobs to engage them and keep them busy. Many of them consequently took to armed robbery, since as ex-soldiers they were armed with weapons, having acquired the skill and guns during the war. The story is almost the same today as politicians employ most idle youths as political thugs and later dumped them after elections. Therefore, the youths (thugs) who have been abandoned by their master after winning elections are now busy kidnapping innocent person and relative of those persons they surged to be wealthy (Inyang and Ubong, 2013).
4. Policy of Cashless Economy: Some are of the opinion that, the prevalence of kidnapping is no unconnected with the recent cashless economy that had reduced the possibility of pilfering huge amount of cash. They added that the armed robbers then transform into kidnapping. Those robbers see kidnapping as being more lucrative than stealing (Linus, 2015).

5. Moral Decadence and Quest to Get Rich Quick Syndrome: The challenge of moral decadence and the quest to get rich syndrome are some of causative factors of kidnapping according to Inyang and Ubong, (2013). Inyang (2009) again established these in his proposition that in Nigeria, nobody asks questions on how people make their wealth. He contended that a poor person today, can show up with an expensive car tomorrow and nobody dare to question the sudden wealth. He further asserted that people who have donated money to develop their communities are rewarded with chieftaincy titles thereby creating a wrong impression in the minds of Nigerian youth who thereafter take to kidnapping. Inyang and Ubong, (2013) identified greed as one of causes of kidnapping in Nigeria. They averred that, greed has caused many persons to take part in heinous criminal acts. Kidnapping is perhaps one crime that promotes greed and despair on the human person. For many, it is greed that pushes perpetrators to brutalize and torture a stranger and put his family through a cruel ordeal for weeks, months sometimes years.
6. Corruption and Poor Governance: The economic failure is attributed to wearing down of the state’s institutional and administrative capacities, corruption pandemic, inconsistency in economic policy, external shocks, poor state of the rule of law and military dictatorship, rising ethnic nationality conflicts and the state’s inability to implement its policies and decisions due to corruption and refraction of such policies through prism of ethnic and sectional interest provoked some other sections to criminality especially that of kidnapping (Arewa, 2013). This is called the breakdown of institutional infrastructures (Fukuyama, 2004). The foundations of institutional framework in Nigeria are very insecure and have motivated a weakening of state governance and democratic accountability, thus, paralyzing the existing formal and legitimate rules nested in the hierarchy of social order (Achumba, et al, 2013). The state of insecurity in Nigeria is a function of government failure. This manifests in the incapacity of government to deliver public goods to its citizens (Igbuzor, 2011). This lack of basic necessities by the Nigerian people has created a growing army of frustrated people who resort to violence at the slightest provocation or opportunity. Even though, Nigeria is full of resources to meet the needs of her people, the well-established culture of corruption in public service has brought about the drought of basic necessities.
7. Problem Inadequate Equipment of Law enforcement Agencies: Thom-Otuya, (2010) posits that most of the kidnaps carried out by the militant that their victims are always ferried to the creek for custody. She further asserts that the Nigerian navy does not have enough functional equipment to monitor and secure the porous water way. The Navy, according to her, has only about ten (10) combat ships with about twelve (12) defender boats; none of this ship is below thirty years. She is inadequately equipped to police her sea lanes, and this makes her inadequately equipped to monitor sea pirates and kidnap activities. The police and the customs are also ill equipped to match the sophisticated weapons been used by these hoodlum.. Apart from inadequate equipment, the members of the law enforcement agents are corrupt and lack will power to fight the criminals to conclusive end.
8.	Loss of the Patriarchal Authority by Nigerian State: Nigeria has lost the patriarchal moral authority which is necessary in the socialization process, the same way, a father who ought to constitute the central and dominant figure in a family unit loses authority as a result of his failure to discharge his obligations as the central and dominant figure to Meetfor the needs of members of his household (Arewa, 2013). Patriarchal authority emanates from consistency in the discharge of those obligations. Where the obligations are habitually discharged in the breach, the patriarch loses its grip and progressively becomes unable to rein in the behaviour of the citizenry. Extreme poverty in the country as a result of Job lost has made some parents to relinquished some of their duties as bread winners of the house Hence, poverty has turned many young adults into bread-winners in their different families. In order to have their needs and that of their family members met, some girls to engage in premarital sex and boys do engage in other heinous crimes such as kidnapping, drug peddling, arm robbery and ritual killings to get money but little or no attention is paid to the source of the money; even when parents become aware of the source, their sense of judgment is beclouded by the shame of their inability to play their primary role in providing for their homes. They simply rationalize that, after all, the needs are met. The popular slogan among young adults today is ‘use what you have to get what you want’ (Olulowo, 2017).
9.	The Use of Hard Drug: The increase of kidnapping is connected to high use and trafficking of hard drugs (Okoli, 2009). The use of hard drugs no doubt leads to violent crimes such as kidnapping and armed robbery within the country. Several drug sale joints are emerging everyday where criminal activities are planned, perfected and executed. Some streets in the state have been turned into no-go areas for law abiding residents as unscrupulous miscreants have turned them into ghettos and hideouts for their hard drugs operation. After taking the drugs, the takers became high, fearless, bold and inhuman and they can perpetrate kidnapping under this state of mind without qualms of conscience.
10. Inequality and Absence of Fairness and Justice: The perception of marginalization by many Nigerians is informed by the ostentation showed by the Political class and elite vis-à-vis the grinding poverty to which citizens was subjected to. Even security has been bourgeoisified by the elite. As Egwu, (2000) contends, the security of the Nigerian nation-state has been reduced to that of the ruler and his immediate supporters, thus, the security calculus of the Nigerian state has failed because it does not include vital aspects of social and national development supported by the provision of basic social, economic or even military conditions necessary for effective national security. This state of inequality, unfairness and injustice has toughened the people, forcing them to take their destiny into their hands.
The Consequences of Kidnapping
Economic Effect of Kidnapping: Inyang and Ubong, (2013) in Ilechukwu, (2015) averred that the economic effects of kidnapping include direct and indirect costs. Direct Cost of Kidnapping involves the economic value that individuals and government may be lost to kidnappers, much money has been paid as ransom. Former Inspector of Police, Sir Mike Okiro, reported that N15 billion have been paid as ransom to the kidnappers between 2006 and 2009 (Kyrian, 2009). Inyang and Ubong, (2013) posited out that in many cases, it is often the bread winners of families that are usually targeted, the implication is always felt particularly within the family, whereby members of such families will have to feed themselves and adjust to their normal daily activities, until they secure the release of the victim. If the victim is a businessman or woman the business will suffer, if he is a civil servant or an artisan, his place of work will be affected adversely. In both cases there is going to be some setback. Indirect Cost of Kidnapping includes expenditure on preventive measures, such as the employment of private security personnel. At government level, the economic effects include the expenditure on security and security agencies (Inyang and Ubong, 2013).




Political Effects of Kidnapping 
Kidnapping can create political effects like:
1. Elective and Political Violence: There can be increase in the use of political thugs of strong politicians to threaten their political opponents, thereby derailing the democratic process (Thom-Otuya, 2020).
2. According to Thom-Outya, (2020) the alarming rate of kidnapping activities in the country could overturn democracy and pave way for military invasion into politics and send the politicians parking. If political gladiators will use kidnapping, as established crime in Nigeria to intimidate their opponent, then, they will be prompting military storming into Nigeria politics to remedy the insecurity of lives, properties and business with military dispatch. This according to (Otuya, 2020) will lead to the utmost backwardness of Nigeria society.
3. Kidnapping activities shoot up the abundance of arms. The business requires good firing power i.e firearms in order to kidnap the targeted victims, to scare people out of the sight and to resist the law enforcement agents. Politicians equip the thugs with arms to use in threatening their opponents.
4. The inability of the security agencies to stop kidnapping occurrences in the country exposes the weakness of the security agencies in the country.
Social Effects of Kidnapping
1. Kidnapping affects the social life and social relation of many people who are held hostages in their homes from dust to dawn, for fear of being kidnapped (Inyang and Ubong, 2013). As a result of kidnapping, night travel has become a high risk. Furthermore, many people have been forced out of their newly completed houses by kidnappers. People are compelled to present an unfinished look of poverty by not painting the external walls of their houses. Many people are afraid to buy or use new motor vehicles for the fear of kidnappers. Soyombo, (2009), attests that rich people have resorted to riding in taxi cab and commercial motorcycle popularly called Okada to markets, schools, offices and social outings as a means to check hostage takers.
2. The incident of kidnapping in the era of democracy in Nigeria dents the image of the nation in the global scene (Ilechuckwu, et al. 2015). Thom-Otuya, (2020) observed that in the game of international relations, the image and prestige of a country is very important to her interest. If Nigeria that ought to attract foreign investors has a very poor and dented image, she will probably find it difficult making friends and attracting foreign investors. The truth of the matter is exposed by Odey, (2001) when he noted that everywhere in the world; Nigerians are generally feared like dogs, dreaded like criminals, cautiously approached like snakes and avoided as a leper.
Psychological/Emotional Effects
Kidnapping creates physical and psychological fear of insecurity among the Nigerians. This makes contractors to abandon their project due to fear of being kidnapped. This trend retards growth and development. For instance, oil workers abandoned their job for their safety, at the detriment to oil production which is the main source of our economy. Nigeria earns over 90% of foreign exchange from oil and gas production as result of kidnapping. It translates to great threat to the National security and challenges to the government and law enforcement agency. Fear of insecurity could lead to migration of foreign investors to other countries. Consequently this creates capital flight from the state thereby affecting the economy of the nation. Companies can be closed making some people jobless. This could create threat to security of the nation (Ilechuckwu, et al. 2015).
Moral Effects of Kidnapping
1. Some victims of the kidnappers could be sexually abused in the process of their captors await the demanded payment (Ilechuckwu, et al. 2015)
2. Some victims of the kidnappers have lost their lives in the hands of their abductors. For instance: Dr. Gabriel Olowoyo, the Attah of Aiyede Orisagbeni died in motor accident when he was being transported by the kidnappers; Henrian Omovegie was kidnapped and killed in Delta state; Mrs. Owoidighe Ekpoattai and two policemen died in the hand of their abductors, among many others.
Life is sacred, but kidnappers have made human life to lose its value. Their immoral acts have reduced man into semblance of animals. They have made man to lose his freedom and dignity (Ilechuckwu et al. 2015)
Effects of kidnapping on School Education
One of the greatest threats that posed psychological fear on both students and teachers is the kidnapping of secondary school students especially in northern region. Okoli, (2014) noted that the incessant attacks on educational institution has psychologically affected the qualified and trained teachers in the affected areas, because of the incidence many teachers were killed as a result of the indiscriminate attacks by kidnappers. This incidence of attacks has led to the exodus & brain drain of many teachers especially in secondary schools in northern regions. Equally it affects teacher’s retention. Kidnapping affected academic performance.
Kidnapping affect the implementation of universal basic education programs and may in the long run; contribute to higher levels of illiteracy posed by the declining student’s enrolment and lower completion and transition rates. This assertion is similar to the submission of Ibrahim and Muktar, (2017) that incessant attacks and kidnapping by bandits created a fear and psychological trauma which eventually affect the teaching and learning process and by extension led to the incompletion of academic pursuit.
Educational Development
Education is the bedrock for any meaningful national development; it is a pre-requisite for ensuring sustainable development of any nation (Alabi and Alabi, 2018). The educational development of a country is determined by countries ability to guarantee its citizen access to qualitative and quantitative education.

Educational Enrollment
Educational enrollments form the basis of any educational institutions and an ingredient to teaching and learning in all academic institutions. Adeyemi, (2010) posited that sound educational programs can only be implemented with adequate school facilities and conducive educational learning environment. Expansion in education through adequate access to education or educational enrolment has received a global attention and contributed fundamentally to the growth and transformation of the societies (OECD, 2011).
The National Policy on Education (2013) stipulated that, the teacher –pupil ratio at post-basic education level shall be 1:40, the number of students to be enrolled per class in the secondary school should not exceed 40 students in the class (NPE,2013).
The trends in school enrolment become paramount involving access to quality educational training and opportunities (Opon, et al, 2020). As contained in the Universal Basic Education policy which was initially launched in (1999) the policy aimed at adequate provision to access to qualitative education to all children in the country. The policy made education as a compulsory and free (UBE, 1999).
Academic Performance
According to Ganai and Ashraf, (2013) academic performance refers to outstanding in academic endeavors which consist excellence in academic discipline, communication skills and confidence in extra-school Curriculum activities. The level of seriousness and interest determine the performance of students. Adejumo, Oluwole & Muraina, (2015) opined that learner’s academic performance has contributed to sound policies for national development; it has attracted attention of Policy Makers and Policy Planners. As noted by Rahamat, &Tambuwal, (2017) the overall objectives of any institute of learning is to commit all efforts in the attainment of academic excellent of students that lead to sound scholarship.
Empirical Studies
There are number of empirical studies that examine consequences of kidnapping on education. Ohaeri and Okoro, (2021) conducted a study on school kidnapping: examining its threat to education in Nigeria. The study focused on the implications of school kidnapping to include: fear, shortage of personnel, psychological trauma and apathy to Schooling among others. The findings of the study revealed that education that is supposed to be an antidote to insecurity is now the target of criminals and terrorists. The study recommended that the safe school initiative should be taken serious and other security strategies should be put in place in schools especially in the Northern part of the country.
The major gap in this study is that the study only focused on describing the incidences of school kidnapping and its major implications. The focus of the study was not on specific school level, such as secondary school that is more prone to kidnapping because it is operated as both day and boarding. This necessitates the need for further research to investigate the adverse effects of kidnapping on educational development in the state with a special reference to student’s enrolment and retention.
Ekwukoma, (2021) carried out study on the prevalence of school kidnapping in Nigeria. The focus of the study is on the new form of kidnapping which is school kidnapping, the mass adoption of students from the school. The prevalence of school kidnapping portends grave danger on educational development. The findings of the study revealed that several teachers and learners were killed owing to kidnapping in educational institutions in Nigeria. The study recommended among others that governments at all levels should immediately beef up security in Nigerian schools to forestall further abduction of students in schools.
The study has provided basis for understanding the concept of kidnapping in schools, but however, it does not examine how kidnapping affects academic performance of secondary schools who are the major victims. Therefore, there is a need for a further study to be carried out to understand how kidnapping affected secondary student’s academic performance.
Theoretical Framework
This study is premised on The relative deprivation theory 
The Relative Deprivation Theory
The relative deprivation theory was propounded by Ted Gurr, in (1970). The theory believes that political discontent and its consequences; protest, instability, violence and revolution depend not only on the level of economic well-being, but also on the distribution of wealth. The theory further advocated that, violent conflict is driving by individuals or groups of individual’s feelings of being treated unfairly compared to others in their group. The theory asserted that, inequitable distribution of resources and wealth will provoke violent rebellion.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Kidnapping is a crime of unlawful, forceful seizure and detention of a person or persons against his/her or their wish, in anticipation of payment of ransom or to settle some scores of disagreement (Linus, 2015). It is restriction to someone else liberty which is a violation to the provision of freedom of movement as enshrined in the constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria (Okonkwo, 1980). Siegel, (1986) sees kidnapping by nature is an acquisitive crime which is an offense against the value system of a society.
Kidnapping, as a violent criminal offence, is a rather complex phenomenon. It takes place in various contexts and for various reasons. Its causes and consequences are also many. Hazen and Horner, (2007) observe that hostages have been taken for two primary reasons: political bargaining and economic gain. This broad classification of kidnapping is very important for understanding the underlying factors for the problem, especially kidnapping for ransom. 
Another guised form of sexual molestation of kidnapped children is that the abducted under age victims are often subjected to forced marriage with older husbands. As reported by Clark, (2004), the child brides are married to older, more sexually experienced men with whom it is difficult to negotiate safe sexual behaviours, especially when under pressure to bear children. A study conducted in Kenya and Zambia in 2004 finds that married girls aged 15-19 were 75 percent more likely to contract HIV than sexually active, unmarried girls of the same age. Similar figures have been found in 29 countries across Africa and Latin America (Clark, 2004) 
Apart from psychological trauma on the victim and the victim’s family, as well as physiological implications, kidnapping is also accompanied with huge economic or financial implications. According to Catlin Group, (2012, p. 2), one estimate suggests that globally, ransom payments could be worth US$500 million annually, but an authoritative figure simply is not possible when the total number of incidents is open to great uncertainty. The vast majority of kidnaps, perhaps 70 per cent, go unreported for fear of reprisals or a lack of confidence in the police. 









CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction 		
		This chapter describes and presents the research procedure adopted in carrying out the study. It gives detailed information on: Research Design, Population Sample, Sample and Sampling Techniques, Instrumentation, Validity of Instrument, Reliability of Instrument, Method for Data Collection and Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design 
This study adopted a descriptive survey design. Descriptive survey design was used because data was collected from a sample size of (100) respondents. Survey design also affords researcher the opportunity of discovering a complete description of the cause and effect relationship of the research variables. It further provides objectivity and in-depth study within a limited time frame.
Population of the Study
The target population was the total number of security agents, Government officials, teachers, students and parents in the Kwara state, Nigeria. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The researchers will select a sample of 100 respondents from the local government area of study. The respondents will include: security agents, Government officials, teachers, student and parents. The method of sampling to be used for this study is purposive sampling technique. Purposive sampling method is also known as the judgment sampling.
Instruments for Data Collection
The technique used in collecting primary data for this study was the questionnaire. The questionnaire consisted of well-structured 20 closed ended items targeted at acquiring useful information connected to the respondents on the government efforts in tackling the Menace of kidnapping in Kwara state, Nigeria.
Validity of the Instrument
The research instrument will be validated by three experts: two from department of Biology and one expert from measurement and evaluation Department, Kwara State College of Education Ilorin Kwara State. They will be asked to examine the items in terms of clarity of instruction to the respondents, proper warding of the items and appropriateness and adequacy of the items in measuring what they are supposed to measure. The valuators corrections and recommendations will be used to prepare the final copy of the questionnaire.
Reliability of the Instrument
Test-retest method will be employed in order to establish the reliability of the instrument. The researcher administered the instrument on two different occasions to the same set of 10 respondents from outside the area of study. Two different sets of responses were obtained and correlated using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (PPMCC).  
Method of Data Collection
An introductory letter would be obtained from the department which would be taken to the principal of the selected school before administering the instruments to the students. The administration of the instruments would be carried out by the researcher through the personal contact with the respondents (i.e. students) during which each of them were served with a copy and collected back immediately for analysis as soon as the respondents were through with it. 



Methods of Data Analysis
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) package (The mean and Standard Deviation) method of data analysis will be used to answer the research questions raised in the study.
Decision Rules:
An item will be accepted if the mean score is greater than or equals to 2.5 while an item is rejected if the mean score is less than 2.5.












CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
       This chapter presents the analysis of the respondents’ biodata and gives analysis of the data collected through the questionnaire.
Demographical data
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Gender
	Gender
	Scale
	Percentage

	Male
	54
	54%

	Female
	46
	46%

	Total
	100
	100



Source: Field survey, 2024			
	Table 1 shows that 54% of the respondents were male and 46% were female
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Age
	Age
	Scale
	Percentage

	15-30 years
	80
	80%

	31-45 years
	16
	16%

	46years& above
	4
	4%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	Table 2 shows that 80% of the respondents are of 15-30 years of age, while 16% are 31-45 years and 4% are of 46 years and above.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Status
	Status
	Scale
	Percentage

	Student
	80
	80%

	Civil Servant
	20
	20%

	Public Servant
	-
	-

	Lecturer
	-
	-

	Total	
	100
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	Table 3 shows that 80% of the respondents are students, 20% are civil servants and there is no record for public servant and lecturers.
Table 4: Distribution of respondents by Highest Qualification
	Qualification
	Scale
	Percentage

	O’ level
	4
	4%

	NCE
	30
	30%

	B.Sc/B.Ed
	66
	66%

	Master
	-
	-

	PHD
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


     Source: Field survey, 2024
	Table 4 shows that 4% of the respondents have O’ level qualification, 30% have NCE, 66% have B.Sc/B.Ed while none of the respondents have master and PHD qualifications.   
Testing of Research Questions	
Research question one: What are the causes of kidnapping in Kwara state?
Table 5: Causes of Kidnapping	
	S/N
	Items
	SA (4)
	A  
(3)
	D (2)
	SD (1)
	Total
	Mean 
	Dec

	1
	Kidnapping is associated with quest for ransom, revenge and ritual
	72 (288)
	28 (84)
	-
	-
	372
	3.72
	A

	2
	Poverty and social injustice lead to frustration which incline citizens to criminality
	52 (208)
	46 (138)
	-
	2 (2)
	348
	3.48
	A

	3
	Lack of employment opportunities for youth is one of the major prevalence of kidnapping
	56 (224)
	44 (132)
	-
	-
	356
	3.56
	A

	4
	Proliferation of Arms with military uniforms and politicians patronizing miscreants enhances kidnapping
	52 (208)
	46 (138)
	2 (4)
	-
	350
	3.50
	A

	5
	Moral decadence and quest to get rich quick syndrome among youths predisposes them to kidnapping
	56 (224)
	32 (96)
	8 (16)
	4 (4)
	360
	3.60
	A

	6
	Government’s lack of equity and fairness in business of governance causes kidnapping
	46 (184)
	32 (120)
	18       (36)
	4 (4)
	344
	3.44
	A

	7
	Inadequate equipping of law enforcement agencies and corruptions make them lack the will power to combat kidnapping
	50 (200)
	36 (108)
	10  (20)
	4 (4)
	332
	3.32
	A

	8
	The increase of kidnapping is connected with high use and trafficking of hard drugs.
	46 (184)
	36 (108)
	14 (28)
	4 (4)
	324
	3.24
	A


Source: Field survey,2024	
       In table 5 above, the mean scores 3.72, 3.48, 3.56, 3.50, 3.60,3.44, 3.32 and 3.24 in items 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 and 8 respectively are above the acceptable mean score 2.50. Therefore, the items are accepted. From the above therefore, it is believed that; kidnapping is associated with quest for ransom, revenge and ritual, also, poverty and social injustice lead to frustration which inclines citizens to criminality.  In addition, lack of employment opportunities for youth is one of the major prevalence of kidnapping, proliferation of Arms with military uniforms and politicians patronizing miscreants enhances kidnapping, also, moral decadence and quest to get rich quick syndrome among youths predisposes them to kidnapping. Again, government’s lack of equity and fairness in business of governance causes kidnapping, also, inadequate equipping of law enforcement agencies and corruptions make them lack the will power to combat kidnapping, and the increase of kidnapping is connected with high use and trafficking of hard drugs.
Research question two: What are the consequences of kidnapping in Kwara state?	
Table 6: Consequences of Kidnapping
	S/N
	Items
	SA (4)
	A (4)
	D (2)
	SD (1)
	Total
	Mean 
	Dec

	1
	Kidnapping has significantly disrupted economic activities in Kwara State
	16
	12
	36
	36
	208
	2.08
	R

	2
	Victims of kidnapping in Kwara State suffer from long-term psychological trauma
	10
	12
	54
	24
	208
	2.08
	R

	3
	Kidnapping incidents have eroded trust within communities in Kwara state
	14
	16
	46
	24
	220
	2.20
	R

	4
	The prevalence of kidnapping deters potential investors from coming to Kwara state
	14
	24
	42
	20
	232
	2.32
	R

	5
	Kidnapping incidents have disrupted educational activities in Kwara state
	12
	18
	18
	52
	190
	1.90
	R

	6
	The rise in kidnapping has led to increased personal and communal security expenses in Kwara State
	14
	22
	44
	20
	230
	2.30
	R 

	7
	The fear of kidnapping has significantly impacted the daily lives of residents in Kwara State
	24
	26
	20
	30
	244
	2.44
	R


Source: Field survey, 2024	
      In table 6 above, the mean scores 2.08, 2.08, 2.20, 2.30, 1.90, 2.30 and 2.44 in item 1, 2,3,4,5,6, and 7 respectively are above the acceptable mean score 2.50. Therefore, the items are accepted, which shows that; kidnapping has significantly disrupted economic activities in Kwara State, victims of kidnapping in Kwara State suffer from long-term psychological trauma, also kidnapping incidents have eroded trust within communities in the state. Furthermore, the prevalence of kidnapping deters potential investors from coming to Kwara state, also, kidnapping incidents have disrupted educational activities in the state. Again, the rise in kidnapping has led to increased personal and communal security expenses in Kwara State and the fear of kidnapping has significantly impacted the daily lives of residents in Kwara State
Research question three: What are the roles of the schools, families, government and church as a religious organization and socio-religion solutions or policies that could be formulated in tackling kidnapping as a social problem?	


Table 7: The Roles of the Education, Government and Church in Curbing Kidnapping
	S/N	
	Items
	SA (4)
	A (3)
	D (2)
	SD (1)
	Total
	Mean 
	Dec

	1
	The government as agents of societal ethics has been saddled with the responsibility of impacting societal ethical values.
	48 (192)
	42 (126)
	8 (16)
	2 (2)
	336
	3.36
	A

	2
	The religious organization should teach that people must be moved by a sense of honour, respect or dignity to avoid criminal actions. 
	32 (128)
	54 (162)
	10 (20)
	4 (4)
	314
	3.14
	A

	3
	The focal teaching of religious ethics should be that people must behave in such a way that will take into consideration the interest of others around us or who our behavior could affect
	34 (136)
	52 (156)
	10 (20)
	4 (4)
	316
	3.16
	A

	4
	The religious ethical agents should teach ethics in the power of the religion for it to make the needed impact and bring about behavioral and attitudinal change
	26 (104)
	70 (210)
	2 (4)
	2 (2)
	320
	3.20
	A

	5
	The Church ethical agents must encourage baptism of the Holy Spirit for parishioners that have been saved; because He inspires Christian and motivate them to do whatsoever is right.
	26 (104)
	50 (150)
	18 (36)
	6 (6)
	296
	2.96
	A

	6
	Religious should encourage education centers, mission schools, monasteries and convents, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, leprosaria who themselves are responsible agents for inculcating social ethics.
	42 (168)
	56 (168)
	2 (4)
	-
	340
	3.40
	A

	7
	Societal agents of ethical code and conduct are the combination of both secular and religious leaders such as Kings and paramount rulers; leaders of clans and villages; the head of families e. t. c.
	34 (136)
	50 (159)
	16 (32)
	-
	318
	3.18
	A

	8
	The government should therefore use every opportunity at their disposal to influence political leaders and other secular leaders in the society to make policies that will reduce the high level of poverty and unemployment in the country.
	38 (152)
	46 (138)
	12 (32)
	4 (4)
	326
	3.26
	A


Source: Field survey,2024	
       In table 7 above, the mean scores 3.36, 3.14, 3.10, 3.20, 2.96, 3.40, 3.18, and 3.26, in items 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 and 8 respectively are above the acceptable mean score 2.50. Therefore, the items are accepted. From the above therefore, it is believed that; the government as agents of societal ethics has been saddled with the responsibility of impacting societal ethical values, also, the religious organization should teach that people must be moved by a sense of honour, respect or dignity to avoid criminal actions in addition the focal teaching of religious ethics should be that people must behave in such a way that will take into consideration the interest of others around us or who our behavior could affect. Furthermore, the religious ethical agents should teach ethics in the power of the religion for it to make the needed impact and bring about behavioural and attitudinal change, also, the Church ethical agents must encourage baptism of the Holy Spirit for parishioners that have been saved; because He inspires Christian and motivate them to do whatsoever is right, again, religious should encourage education centers, mission schools, monasteries and convents, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, leprosaria who themselves are responsible agents for inculcating social ethic. Finally, societal agents of ethical code and conduct are the combination of both secular and religious leaders such as Kings and paramount rulers; leaders of clans and villages; the head of families e. t. c and the government should therefore use every opportunity at their disposal to influence political leaders and other secular leaders in the society to make policies that will reduce the high level of poverty and unemployment in the country.
Hypothesis testing
H01: There is no significant difference between unemployment and kidnapping in Kwara state.
Table 8: Summary of Chi- Square (X2) analysis on unemployment and kidnapping
	Items
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Df
	X2calculate
	X2critical
	Decision

	Unemployment
	100
	2.70
	0.78
	
21
	
51.198
	
32.67
	
Reject

	Kidnapping
	100
	2.68
	0.79
	
	
	
	


Source: field survey, 2024
	Table 8 shows that the calculated chi-square (X2) calculated value of 51.198 is greater than the critical value of 32.67. Based on the result, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that, there is significant difference between unemployment and kidnapping in Kwara state
H02: There is no significant difference between consequences of kidnapping and economic development of the state.



Table 8: Summary of Chi- Square (X2) analysis on unemployment and kidnapping
	Items
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Df
	X2calculate
	X2critical
	Decision

	Consequences
Of kidnapping
	100
	2.98 
	1.09
	

18
	

74.548
	

28.87
	

Reject

	Economic
development
	100
	2.68 
	0.79
	
	
	
	


Source: field survey, 2024
	Table 9 shows that the calculated chi-square (X2) calculated value of 74.548 is greater than the critical value of 28.87. Based on the result, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that, there is significant difference between consequences of kidnapping and economic development of the state.
H03: Kidnapping has no significant effect on educational development at university of Kwara state.
Table 10: Summary of Chi- Square (X2) analysis on educational development
	Items
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Df
	X2calculate
	X2critical
	Decision

	Kidnapping
	100
	5.704 
	0.87
	21
	62.902
	32.67
	Reject

	Educational
Development
	100
	2.67 
	 0.78
	
	
	
	


	Table 10 shows that the calculated chi-square (X2) calculated value of 62.902 is greater than the critical value of 32.67. Based on the result, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implies that, kidnapping has significant effect on educational development at university of Kwara state.















CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
Kidnapping in Nigeria is mind blowing, these have become a global issues and threats to school management and administration. Therefore, the paper examines the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Nigeria’s institutions of learning in Kwara state. Descriptive research method is used for this study. Simple random sampling technique was used on selecting respondents while structured questionnaire was used in eliciting response from the respondents. Mean and chi-square was used in analyzing data. The results show that;
· There is significant difference between unemployment and kidnapping in Kwara state.
· There is significant difference between consequences of kidnapping and economic development of the state.
· Kidnapping has significant effect on educational development at university of Kwara state.


Conclusions 
The school as a centered of attention is becoming more difficult to handle by school management due to banditry and kidnapping attacked on schools and community which instill fear and trauma in the lives of the school management, students and staff, disruption of school calendar, poor quality of education, closure of schools among others. Therefore, for education to continue as a right to every child government and the school management has to provide a safe and favorable environment through the following deployed counseling psychologists to all educational institutions, installed modern technology to monitored all schools, improve administrators and teacher’s quality of work life, proving of security guards to safe guard life and property of all educational institutions among others. Therefore, successful management of schools depends on the security situation of the environment, security of teachers and students as well as the security of the school administrators. 
Implication of the Study
Persistent violent attacks on education threaten the capacity of a state or its institutions to provide education services, by driving away teachers, destroying infrastructure which can take years to rebuild, and hindering the capacity to manage the education system. As Yolande Miller-Grandvaux cited in Brendan (2010) argues, such reduced capacity to provide education services contributes to fragility by threatening the stability of the state and its education system as a whole.
Recommendations 
To solve the identified problems, the following are recommended: - 
1 Counseling psychologists should be prepared and deployed to institutions of learning to rehabilitate students suffering from fear and psychological trauma. Counselors should be able to adopt various strategies among include the use Rational Emotive Behavioural Therapy to alleviate stress, fear, and anxiety, psychological disturbance that both the teachers and students face as a result of the activities of insurgency. 
2 Government should liaise with the school management to develop strategies that will improve the security and safety of teachers and learners in educational institution. The school administrators and teachers should be sensitized to ensure that once children are in school, they have to be monitor to prevent them from loitering outside the school and to also be watchful to know the kind of visitors that come to the schools not everyone should be allowed into the educational institution. Installation of modern technology like CCTV will help to improve the security condition. Therefore, safety learning and teaching environment encourage teamwork between management and teachers as well as effect school programme will be executed. This would encourage the school administrator to discharge their responsibilities of monitoring, supervision, inspection among others effectively and efficiently. 
3 The government and school management should encourage teachers to engage in an advocacy campaign to provide online training or through the media training to educate students when at home so that whenever school resumes not all will be forgotten. Other programme should be initiated by the government to teach those students at home in a safe and secure place in different community by some educational aspect before school resumed in order to improve quality education. 
4 Government and school management create awareness regarding security and safety for learners and its implication. This can be done through sensitization and enlightenment campaign through newspapers, radio, television and social media handles so that parents will be aware of why some of the schools in their community are closed down and will not be open, that there are certain criteria approved and recognized only those schools that meet the minimum standards in safety and security requirement will be open. That is why the government and school management open schools with green and yellow and closed all in red zones. 
5 Government should create more jobs opportunities for the youth and unemployed graduate through the establishment of wealth creation centre.
6 The Government should equip community police and motivate other law enforcement agencies such as: Nigerian Police, Department of State Security, Military and Para-military forces.
7 Government should design economic policy that will alleviate poverty and compulsory all schools proprietor to employ security from license Security Company which is under the Ministry of Interior and Supervised by Nigerian security and Civil Defense Corps.
8 Government should insured life of all students and responsible for the ransom payment of every abducted student by the kidnappers
9 Government should work in tandem with Nigerian Communication Commission (NCC) and all network providers in order to track the kidnappers within and outside Nigeria.


Limitations of the Study
Despite the comprehensive nature of this research, several limitations should be acknowledged, the following limitations were observed during the study:
1. The study employed random sampling techniques to select respondents, while this approach was necessary to ensure the inclusion of diverse socio-economic and religious groups, it may not fully capture the experiences and perspectives of all individuals within LGA of study. 
1. The study's findings are based on data collected from 100 respondents within study area. Although the sample was stratified to include a variety of demographic characteristics, the relatively small sample size and the specific geographic focus limit the generalizability of the findings to other regions or populations. The results may not be fully applicable to different cultural, socio-economic, or religious contexts outside the study area.



Suggestion for Further Studies 
The following are suggestions for further research in this area: Further research should investigate on;
· Psychological influence of herdsmen kidnappings trauma on students' academic motivation and performance amidst economic degradation among secondary school students in Kwara State
· the Effect of Banditry and Kidnapping on Management of Secondary Schools in Kwara State,
· Effects of students kidnapping on educational development of some selected secondary schools in Kwara State
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APPENDIX
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY, OYE-EKITI
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY, FACULTY OF EDUCATION, 
IMPACT OF KIDNAPPING OF STUDENTS AND STAFF ON ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES IN QUESTIONNAIRE (IKSSAQ)
Dear Respondents
	This questionnaire is design to enable the researcher who is a student of the above institution to collect information on the impact of kidnapping of students and staff on academic activities in Kwara state institutions of learning. You are requested to complete the items on the instrument as demanded by it. Be assured that all information supplies will be treated confidentially.
Thank you.
							Yours faithfully, 
							Abubakar Fatima B,

	S/N
	CAUSES OF KIDNAPPING
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Kidnapping is associated with quest for ransom, revenge and ritual.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Poverty and social injustice leads to frustration which incline citizens to criminality.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Lack of employment opportunities for the youths  is one major cause of prevalence of kidnapping
	
	
	
	

	4
	Proliferation of Arms with military uniforms and politicians patronizes miscreants enhances kidnapping
	
	
	
	

	5
	Moral Decadence and Quest to Get Rich Quick Syndrome among youths predisposes them to kidnapping
	
	
	
	

	6
	Government lacks of equity and fairness in the business of governance causes kidnapping
	
	
	
	

	7
	Inadequate equipping of law enforcement Agencies and corruptions makes them lack the will power to combat kidnapping
	
	
	
	

	8
	The increase of kidnapping is connected with high use and trafficking of hard drugs
	
	
	
	

	
	CONSEQUENCES OF KIDNAPPING 
	
	
	
	

	1
	1. Kidnapping has significantly disrupted economic activities in Kwara State.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Victims of kidnapping in Kwara State suffer from long-term psychological trauma.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Kidnapping incidents have eroded trust within communities in Kwara State.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The prevalence of kidnapping deters potential investors from coming to Kwara State
	
	
	
	

	5
	Kidnapping incidents have disrupted educational activities in Kwara State
	
	
	
	

	6
	The rise in kidnapping has led to increased personal and communal security expenses in Kwara State.
	
	
	
	

	7
	The fear of kidnapping has significantly impacted the daily lives of residents in Kwara State.
	
	
	
	

	S/N
	The Roles of the Education, Government and Church in Curbing Kidnapping in Kwara State
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	The Church as agents of societal ethics has been saddled with the responsibility of impacting societal ethical values.
	
	
	
	

	2
	The Church should teach that people must be moved by a sense of honour, respect or dignity to avoid criminal actions.
	
	
	
	

	3
	The focal teaching of religious ethics should be that people must behave in such a way that will take into consideration the interest of others around us or who our behaviour could affect.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The church ethical agents should teach Bible ethics in the power of the Holy Spirit for it to make the needed impact and bring about behavioural and attitudinal change
	
	
	
	

	5
	The Church ethical agents must encourage baptism of the Holy spirit for parishioners that have been saved; because he inspires Christians, motivating them to do whatsoever is right.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Church should encourage Christian education centers such as seminary, mission schools, monasteries and convents, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, leprosaria who themselves are responsible agents for inculcating social ethics.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Societal agents of ethical code and conduct are the combination of both secular and religious leaders such as Kings and paramount rulers; Leaders of clans and villages; the head of families e. t. c.
	
	
	
	

	8
	The church should therefore use their every opportunity at their disposal to influence political leaders and other secular leaders in the church to make policies that will reduce the high level of poverty and unemployment in the country.
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