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ABSTRACT 
This research investigated the influence of social media on moral decadence and social behaviour among science students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. It is a survey research.A sample of 70 science students constituted the sample through simple random sampling techniques. The research was guided by four research questions. The instrument for data collection was a researcher-constructed questionnaire divided into three clusters in line with the three research questions. The research questions were answered using simple percentage. The results of the analysis showed that social media has the potential to create positive social change by facilitating activism and awareness campaigns. It was recommended among others that theyouthsneedtobetrainedonbetterusageofthesocialmediasoastominimize timewastageandreduceonlinerisksassociated tosocialmedia; creationofyouth-parentopenforumsdiscussiononmoralvaluesandpromoteawarenessto common risks of social media; and developmentofschoolcurriculumonmoralteachinginalleducationlevelsand religious institution toaddress moralvalues inmostyouth programmes.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
Nigerians have unrestricted access to the social-networking site Facebook, the video-sharing siteYouTube, Instagram, Twitter (now X), TikTok and the blog-hosting site Blogger, all of which rank among the 10 most popular sitesin the country. It has been noted in (InterMedia, 2013) that social media metrics trackerSocialBaker. As of May, 2023, Nigeria h as 41.6 million Facebook users accounting for 18.5% of the population in the country. Overall, two age groups accounted for 32.2% of users. The largest group on Facebook in Nigeria is the 25-34year-oldgroup and the majority of them were men 58.2%.
Onyango (2012), presenting results from survey of Twitter users in Africa found that Kenyansare the second top users of Twitter in Africa. Kenyans were ranked behind South Africans, buttweetedmorethan Nigerians. As of January 2023, Nigeria had 31.6 million active social media users. Whatsapp is the most popular platform  used in the country with close to 95% of users. Facebook, YouTube and Instagram followed as the most used social media platforms in Nigeria.
Moraldeterioration isreported indifferent societiesand cultures;(Masath,2013) anindustrialized world to nonindustrial world. Behaviours and actions denoting immorality such asrape, sexual abuse, robbery, and drug abuse, school violence and killings have been commonamong adults, youth and children all over the world. For instance, recent statistics on rape crimebyUNODC indicatesthatin Africa,African has the highest prevalence rate of child sexual abuse around 34.4% between 2012 and 2013, about 30% of women in Nigeria experienced one form of domestic or another. Today, we are experiencingbehaviours among young people that are utterly shocking: sexual immorality, crime, violence,dishonestyandcorruption amongothers.
The moral decadence in our society has reached such a level that calls for concern (Abba,2015). The young ones and leaders of tomorrow do not show respect to the elders. Theyengage in all sorts of anti-social behaviour injurious to the society. Any society that is notmorally sound is bound to witness all sorts of social menace. Moral values are found in ourreligion,cultureandtraditionsyetouryouth,foronereasonortheotherarenotthatreligious.
Theyconsider our indigenouscultureoutdated andourtraditions barbaric.Thereforetheyqueueup to embrace digital-culture in its totality; abandoning our indigenous culture and traditionentirely,therebylosingtheir identity.
Now that the issue has reached an alarming rate and as it is the tradition in our dear countrywhenever an issue arises, we point accusing fingers and play the blame game instead ofbrainstorming on how best to tackle the problem. And that is why this study was chosen to shadelimelight on influence of social media on moral decadence. According to blogger (Johnston,2013), the connection between media and morality is almost taken for granted: Plato, forexample,banishedallstorytellersfromhisimaginedRepublicexceptthosewhosetaleswere“inaccordance withthe patternswe laiddownwhenwefirstundertooktheeducationof oursoldiers” because listeners or viewers would, he thought, admire and imitate characters’ badbehaviour. Laterthinkers have,forthemostpart,agreedwith Plato,asthe moralpanicsthat havegreeted new media over the centuries, from novels to comic books to video games, can attest; aswell as ongoing concern about the possible negative moral effects of media, there’s also a longtradition of works created specifically to teach the morals we consider to be desirable. But whilethere’s been a lot of research done on how media exposure affects specific behaviours, relativelylittlehas focused onhowitinfluences ourjudgment of right andwrong.
Moralityfor mehasmoreto do withhow onerelate withotherpeople and tofind therightandwrong in how one deals with others and to act rightly of course. The study will investigate onscience student moral deterioration in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, Nigeria. Specifically, it aimed atfinding the gaps of “stakeholders” attribute to youth moral, deterioration; and explore thenecessaryapproaches to restoremorality.
Statement of the Problem
There has been a marked increase of high school riots, youth always addicted to phones andunwelcomed sexual advances amongyouths on street and around homes. The recentnews ofhigh school student arrested at Nairobi super highway attest to this immoral behaviours on rise.They could be more unreported cyber-crimes happening around youth life. In this regard theresearcher will make study and find the main causes of these immoral behaviours among youthandalso findamongthe“stakeholders”effort in restoringmoral standards
Oladipo (2009), argued that parents are the first moral teachers and role models that youngpeople had. Effective parenting characterized with love, care, attachment and trust betweenparentsandchildrenismorelikelytoleadtochildrenandyouths’ good moralbehaviour.Nevertheless,ineffectiveparentingleadstochildren’sandyouths’badbehavior.Theresearcherwill therefore focus parent as one of the stakeholder to promote good morals thus alsoadministeredquestionnaireto them.
In their finding (Bonachristus, Umeogu & Ifeoma, Ojiakor, 2014) that the internet has a doubleedge sword characteristic in that it can be used for both good and bad. For one and on the goodside, it has made education very easy and more accessible. One can be in his/her house and get adegreeorsocializing.Howcanonereconcilethetwo?Byspendingmoretimeonthesocialization networks instead of academic sites, the time meant for studying have been directedtowardssocializingand it negativelyaffectsyouth’s behaviours.
Accordingto(Shu-ShaA.G.andKaverS., 2009),“internetaddictionisthe useofthe Internettoescapefromnegativefeelings,continueduseofthe Internetdespitethedesiretostop,experienceof unpleasant emotions when Internet use is impossible, thinking about the Internet constantly,and the experience of any other conflicts or self-conflicts due to Internet use”. It is addiction thatcan cause students to chat while classes are ongoing and even in the church. It is addiction thatwill cause users to give up sleep all in the name of chatting at the expense of their programmeslined up for thenext day.
Langat (2015) statedthat a group of 550 students, most of them minors, have been arrested in basement in Eldoretwheretheyaresuspectedto havegoneon hedonisticrampageof drugs andpossiblysex.Shockedparentssaidtheir childrenliedthattheyweregoingfor choirpractice,shoppingor otherinnocenterrands. Most probablytheylearn thesethings fromglamourof socialmedia.
Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of social media on moral decadence and social behaviour among science students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Specifically, the study intends to:
i) find out the extent of youth involvement in social media.
ii) study the impact of social media on their moral behaviour.
iii) determine the risks that comes with use of social media on the Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
iv) be able to engage stakeholders who are moral duty bearers and find ways of mentoring the youth to be just and morally upright citizens.
Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to guide this study:
1) Whatistheextentof youthinvolvementwith socialmedia?
2) Whataretheimpacts of socialmediaon theirmoral behavior?
3) Whatdeterminesthe risksthatcomes withuseofsocialmediaonthe Sololowardyouth?
4) Howtoengagestakeholderwhoaremoraldutybearersandfind waysof mentoringtheyouthtobe just and morallyupright citizens?
Scope of the Study
This study focused mainly on the influence of social media on moral decadence and social behaviour among science students, its geographical location is limited to Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Therefore, the present researcher is interested in investigating on the influence of social media on moral decadence and social behaviour among science students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Significance of the Study
Studies indicate that moral values and behaviours are relevant to individuals, society and thenationatlarge.(Santrock, 2005),explainsthatchildrenandyoutharesupposedtogrow morally goodfortheirown socialandlifedevelopment.Societiesandnations withmorallychildren andyouths are more likely to prosper than societies characterized with immorality. Despite thenegative effects caused by the gangs in the society and the nation at large, little is known orreported in different parts of the country including Nigeria, how social media lure youth intocrime. This is what prompted the researcher to investigate the causes for moral deteriorationamong youths in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. This research will finally answer the questions on what arenegative influence of social media on moral decadence and the main purpose of this research isacquiringknowledgefrom thefield that isnotyetfullyexplored.
Thestudylooks at influenceofsocial media on moral decadence and social behaviour amongtheyouth, its findings will be relevant because it will inform parents, teachers, students and all therelevant stake holders on the impact of social media on the moral decadence among teenagers.
A big part of our morality has to do with the world around us. The whole, "nature versus nurture"comes into effect here. Whether or not the nurture of our parents can outdo our surroundings andvice versa (Bandura, 1977). A big contributor to the moral decline, in my opinion, would have tobe the almost unlimited access teenagers today have with the media. Music videos, music lyrics,the internet, and magazines all influence how we behave and react. What is portrayed in themedia is not and will not be moral.
Throughthestudyfindingit ishoped that itwill offer insightto manyofthebeneficiaries.First,itwill improveparentsand teachers toknow theinfluenceof social media on both moraland sociallifeofyouth.Italsoemphasesthedangersofsocialmediathusraise alarmoncurbingthisproblemand finallyfindinterventionmeasures toaddress this emergingyouth issues.


Definition of Terms
Youths: In Nigeria includes citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria aged 18-29 years according to the new youth policy (2019).
Social Media: asreferin(Chris,2015,)socialmediaasasocialnetworkofinteractivecommunication that exist between people using a specialized electronic platforms for interactionsuchas Facebook, WhatsApp,Twitter, Myspace,LinkedInandInstagram.
Stakeholders: the partners and actors that are engaged/ interact with youth in their life likereligiousleaders, institutionleader etc.
Media-thisismeans andinstitutionforpublishingandbroadcastinginformation.
Morality: the moral beliefs and practices of a culture, community, or religion or a code or system of moral rules, principles, or value. 


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
The literatures will be are reviewed under the following sub-headings:
Introduction
Teen’s use of social media occurs simultaneously with their developing identity, emergingsexuality, physical development, and moral consciousness. In this brief, the researcher examinedinfluence social media focusing on theoretical frame work, conceptual frame, and address moreon negative impact on morality and also a touch on positive side and other scholar’srecommendation.
TheoreticalFramework
SocialLearningTheory
The findings support Bandura's (1977) Social Learning Theory. That is, children learn socialbehaviour such as aggression through the process of observation learning - through watching thebehaviour of another person. This study has important implications for the effects of socialmedia influence on youth’s trough observation on this platform for example webcam chats orpornchat.
Incontrast(Bandura,1977)illustrated insociallearningtheorystatesthataggressionisalearntfrom the environment through observation and imitation. This is seen in his famous Bobo dollexperiment (Bandura, A. Ross, D., & Ross, S. A., 1961). Also, (Skinner, 1957) believed thatlanguage is learnt from other people via behaviour shaping techniques. And social mediaprovides such learning environment thus these may include; vulgar languages and disrespectlanguagesamongsocial media forums.
Kohlberg’sStagesofMoralDevelopment
TheTheoryof MoralDevelopmenthas beendevelopedbypsychologistLawrenceKohlberg, thistheorymadeusunderstandthatmoralitystartsfromtheearlychildhoodyearsandcanbeaffected by several factors. Morality can be developed either negatively or positively, dependingon how an individual accomplishes the tasks before him during each stage of moral developmentacrosshis lifespan.
Morality itself has only been a serious subject of research for about fifty years, since LawrenceKohlberg first studied how children develop moral reasoning. Kohlberg’s work (which has beenreplicated in many different contexts around the world) identifies six stages of moraldevelopment, as summarized by (Johnston, 2013) starting with the desire to avoid punishment(Stage I) and the desire to obtain rewards (Stage II), which are then followed by a wish to fit inand conform in order please others (Stage III) and a duty to follow rules, laws and social codes(Stage IV). Last comes the sense of participating in a social contract (Stage V) and, finally, amorality that looks to universal ethical principles of justice and the equality and dignity of allpeople (Stage VI). The distinctions between Stages IV, V and VI are best illustrated by lookingat how each views laws: to Stage IV, a law is an absolute that must be obeyed in allcircumstances; to Stage V, a law is seen as an expression of the will of the people, and may bealtered (formally or informally) if enough people agree to it; to Stage VI laws are only to beobeyedif theyareseen as beingjustin thelight ofuniversal ethical principles.
ConceptualFramework
Overall View of Social Media
	Social media refers to online platform and websites that enables users to create and share content, connect with others, and engage in virtual communities. It has become an integral part of our daily lives, transforming the way we communicate, share information and stay connected with people all around the world. From Facebook to Instagram, Twitter to TikTok, social media allows us to express ourselves, discover new ideas, and based relationships in ways that were never before possible. It’s a powerful tool for staying informed, finding inspiration, and fostering connections, making it a significant aspect of our modern digital age.
	Several nascent definitions of social media have been offered both withinthe communication discipline and across related disciplines such as public relations, information science, and mass media. Definitions typically, converge around the notion social media refer to digital technologies emphasizing user-generated content or interaction (Kaplan and Haelen, 2010, Terry, 2009). Often social media are referred to by Channel characteristics, identifying either directionality of message. Howard and Parks (2012) proffered a more complex definition of social media as consisting of three parts “(a) the information infraction and tools used to produce and distribute content; (b) the content that takes the digital form of personal messages, news, ideas, and cultural products; and (c) the people, organizations and industries that produce and consume digital content” (p. 362). They further specify social media are frequently denoted in the literature that by their tracts and characteristics, but by merely invoking specific application such as Facebook or YouTube. Though, a more robust definition, this focus on specific tools can be problematic as it misses. The actual and potential social impacts of those tools and limits possible contributions to theory building, restricting applicability to descriptive studies.
	The top 10 social media platforms worldwide. These were the most widely used social media provider as of January, 2023, according to Data Reportal:
1) Facebook
2) YouTube
3) WhatsApp
4) Instagram
5) We Chat
6) TikTok
7) Facebook Messenger
8) Douyin
9) Telegram
10) Snapchat 


A New Definition of “Social Media”
	One impetus of this work is to forward a new, broad yet precise and a temporal definition of social media. We think it prudent to initially delineate between a social medium and a medium that facilitates socialness. Rather than addressing a medium that can be used for socio-emotional communication, we distinguish social media as a distinct subset of media tools that share a common set of traits and characteristics where the affordances for disparate individuals and groups to contribute to the creation of the content they are consuming provide intrinsic value for greater than what each individuals site feature provides. As such, we formally define social media as the following:
	Social media are internet-based, disentranced, and persistent channels of mass personal communication facilitating perceptions of interaction among users, deriving values primarily from user-generated content.
	Though, precise, this definition is admittedly complex and technical. Thus, we offer a rephrased slightly more verbose, but potentially more accessible explications. Social media are internet-based channels that allows users to opportunistically interact and selectively self-present either in real-time or asynchronously, with both broad and narrow audiences who derive value from user-generated content and the perception of interaction with others.


Empirical Framework
Sourcesofmoral teachinganditsfoundationassupposedfromstakeholdersandmoralduty bearers
As shown in figure1. (a) Bellow there are several sources of moral teachings that should beentherightmodelwhich encompassespeers, religiousleaders,schools,parentsandfinallysocialmedia.

Figure1(a):Sourcesofmoralteaching
ImpactsorRisksAssociatetoSocialMediaonYouth’sSocialMoralBehaviours
The figure2(a) show how youth are negatively influenced by social media on their moral lifechoice. Most of the youth are left independent or assumed that they are educated and free tochoose their life. In most cases their family are busy doing their own work and thus end up notmonitoring their children moral life. Most concentration is given on academic and hard work oftheir youths. The church has turned too spiritual and Muslims have turned so fundamental. Nomoral obligation is focused on most common existing faith neither nor does education institutionas well. The researcher finds out that there is urgent need for advocacy, empower youth withgoodmoralstandardsbothathome,religiousinstitutionandatschools:ratherthanbeingdominated by social media as source of moral teachings which got inclined towards negative sideasillustrated below:
 (
Promotebad
sexual
habitslike
homosexuality
Irresponsible
life
as one alwayshang on socialmedia
Addictiontoporn
ormasturbation
Risks/impact
s associatedwith socialmedia
Easytrickeryand
Cyber bullying
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Figure2(a):Risks/impactsassociatedwithsocialmedia
TheReviewofRelatedLiteratureonYouthMoralDecadenceandSocialBehaviours
Since adolescents, like adults, tend to overestimate unhealthy behaviors and underestimateprotective behaviors, they may tend to be negatively influenced by their misperceptions of thebehavioral norms and engage in risky activities. Through social media, youths are lured to watchand read as they get carried away by what they think everybody else is doing and they need tomove with the current (Gross, 2004) . Attempt is made here at discussing the probable areas ofmoral decadence among youths. In other words, the researchers will discuss the influences ofsome phenomena in the context which clearly indicated moral decadence among youths. Thesephenomenainclude:-
1) Addiction tomediaandconflictwithparents
As youth get addicted to the social media, they wasting a good productive time. This often led torift between them and parent for they do not meet their parent expectation of either being onacademic work or helping in household chores. The constant watch of parent on them isperceived as infringe right of privacy thus tend to become disrespectful and rebellious to parents.Rejectingparental conceptionsofprivacy,youthareusingcommercialandnon-commercialsitesto express to a large and often unknown audience their identities, artistic creations, and everydayexperiences. The expression of identity is a developmental need that is expressed in a digitalspace(Mesch, 2009).
In Erick Erickson psycho-social theory of development; youth are at stage of Intimacy versusIsolation. This is the stage they highly seek relationship and very often find it easy to do it oversocial media platform. People spent hours chatting with their friends and browsing profiles onsocialnetworkingsites.It becomesacompulsive habit tovisit ownprofileseveraltimes ina day for checking friends’ updates, changing status, and commenting on others photos and videos .Instant gratification of needs become their goal. According to the U.S. Internet activity (TheNielsen, 2009), Nielsen Online says, users spent an average of 7 hours a month on Facebook.This makes Facebook Internet’s maximum time waster. In U.S. 53%of people check theirFacebookprofilebeforegettingout ofbed inthemorningand 35%checktheiraccounts severaltimesin aday.

2) Socialmediaglamorizesdrugandalcoholuse
According to the survey conducted by The National Center on Addiction and Substance AbuseatColumbiaUniversity, teensthat haveseenpictures onsocial mediaofother teensdoingdrugs,drinking,or passed out (Brys, 2012).
As social media popularity rises, more and more celebrities are signing up for the websites toconnect with their fans and share their lives. The most mainstream social sites celebrities areactiveonareTwitter, Instagram,and Facebook.Onthesesites,celebritiesoftenpostpicturesofthemselves in different social environments, some of which involve drugs or alcohol (Blog,2015). For example, Snoop Dog, the celebrity with the most posts on Instagram, poses withalcoholin 7.4%of his pictures.
SocialMediaInfluenceofIndecentDressingBehaviorandSexualHarassment
The problem of indecent dressing and the consequent sexual harassment in the country,especially in tertiary institutions, have been made worse by the phenomenon of social media. Ashas been said earlier, some, if not all, of these social media sites often provide room for users touploadandsharepictures andvideos.Unfortunately, theseprovisionshavebeenabusedasmanyuserssharerisquépicturesof themselves or celebritieswearingskimpyclotheswhilesome appear wearing their pants or trousers below their waist in the name of sagging. As cited in(Baym,2012)“Justas wenowsee‘regular’peopleadoptingmicro-celebritytacticstogain statusonline, we also see famous people using similar techniques on social media sites to maintainpopularityandimage.”Again,someof these socialnetworking sitessuchasfacebook,alsohave provisions for advertisements in which some of the so called trendy mini-female clothes areadvertised for users. All these exposures have really influenced the mode of dressing in Kenyaespecially among the youths in Sololo, which partly explains the rise of sexual harassment inmostplaces.
1) SexualPromiscuityandMiserableRelationship
The fabric of stable society is also based on real and stable relationship. As it is called globalvillage today, any person anywhere can bereached and form relationship. This is howeverabused and mostly many who had formed relationship on social media had fallen victim at somepoint. In most cases the friendship if full of miseries, lack commitment and more of crime-oriented (Pearson, 2006). Trickery, mockery, fraud are daily report in social media. Havingknownthatyoutharethelargeconsumersofsocialmedia,thenitwillbesimilarthattheymaybe the victims. Teens easily believe in Love with the person they met online but actually they arefalling to a trap of sexual predator. Despite the presence of aspects of Sex Education in the C.REcurriculum in secondary schools in Kenya, (Wanyonyi, 2014) noted that youth involvement insexual immorality is still rampant. In this regard, the researcher will want to find why theimmoralityis on increasedespitesomeaspectofmoralityarecovered in thereligiousstudies.
Ani (2002), has observed that “sexual immorality has become the talk of the day in the countryasoneisregardedas the greatest bythenumber ofsexual partners he/shehas inthename of lovers. As a result, pre-marital sex, homosexuality and lesbianism are no more vices among ouryouths”. The phenomenon of social media has ruefully exacerbated the matter “as one can easilyreach out to friends of opposite sex, make new ones and even invite them over” (Nche, 2012)through these social sites. Hence, social ills that are erstwhile strange and alien to the indigenousnorms and values, arebecomingincreasinglycommon in the country.
Social networking site that once was thought to be helping people across the world to unite andmaking new relationship can also damage the relationship and make life miserable. Flirtymessages, photographs and other personal information that you share on Facebook can be usedas proof of infidelity or reason for break up among youth.
2) SocialMediaGivesRiseto CyberBullyingBehaviours
When it comes to teen dating violence and sexual abuse within dating relationships, technologycan be an often used tool in dating abuse. Sexual harassment after a bitter breakup has always.This harassment goes by multiple names: cyber bullying, social sexual shaming, and even termsasgraphic anddemeaningas“revengeporn”.Teensgetawaywithpostingtheseimagesbecause it mostlyhappens at night sincepeople don’t want to get caught so theyusuallyput it up at night andthen theyremoveit afterwards(Lenhart, 2007).
	Thestudyby(Kamaku, 2014)which shows that most onlineor cyber bullyingoccurs in the formof sexual texting and sexual solicitation. The significant correlation between sexual favours andwillingness to engage in sex shows that teenagers were using social sites for sex solicitation andsome teenagers fall prey to this by either fantasizing sex or engaging in sex with people theymeet offline. It is shocking just how many students are hooked to pornography which results tosexfantasizinglongaftersharingthesextexts.
3) SocialEncouragesDerogatoryPlatformandPropagandas
Using social media to spread information and give up to the minute news has become a popularmethod for activists to get their stories out. During the Arab Spring and the revolutions that havefollowed, youth movements on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube created their own networks thatwere watched closely by CNN, Al Jazeera and Reuters. Social media is often seen as the news ofthepeople(Paulat, 2014).
It was noted in report by (Martinson, 2015)Facebook policy director based in the UK, told anOxford Media Convention session that the social network was a platform which enabledindividuals to pick their own stories. Anyone can post incitement, propaganda news without anycontrol.Collymore (2011) says no one is safe, on social media because some people use it tospread rumours, release naked pictures, or just poke fun at a celebrity. Lundsay (2010) observesthat social media can be misused in many ways such as wasted work time; misuse of companyresources; risk to company computer systems, network or data; disclosure of confidential orother non-public information; disparagement or harassment; conflicts of interest; espionage orfraud;privacy;and personal reputation damage.


4) RiseinAbortionandUseofContraceptives
Itwasnotedthatmostyouth caneasilyfindcontraceptivesor sitesofabortionfromtheir peersinsocial media. It is no wonder then that teenage abortions, use of birth contraceptives by minorsareon rise(Barak, 2005).
5) UnconsciousofHumanDignityandLossofNaturalRespect
Since the advent of the social media in our country, the loss of the sense of dignity is on theincrease.Youngpeople inthe name ofbeingthefirsttoknow forget thesacredness of thehumanlife that we were known with. One discovers nowadays that, in the face of a disaster in whichpeople are maimed, injured or killed. Youths rather than coming to their rescue only care abouttaking pictures or recording of the disaster and the victim with their phones and then upload theimages to YouTube, Facebook or other online forums. This was also noted in (Ornstein, 2015)where Nursing home workers across the country are posting embarrassing and dehumanizingphotos of elderly residents on social media networks such as Snapchat, violating their privacy,dignityand, sometimes, thelaw. To respect dignity, then, means to accept values or qualities that we believe to have, or worth holding in esteem and having respect for.
RiskyPsychologicalEffectsonYouth’sEngagementonSocialMedia
1) ImpersonalandLoseofSelf-IdentityinSocialMedia
Youth have an opportunity to express online their “real” or inner selves, using the relativeanonymity of the internet to be the person they want to be and experimenting with their identityand self. (John and Katelyn 2004). The internet is often used to express unexploredaspects of the self and to create a virtual persona. Cyberspace becomes a place to “act out”unresolvedconflicts, to playandreplaydifficulties, to workonsignificant personal issues. Sherry Turkle summarizes this position: “We can use the virtual to reflect constructively on thereal. Cyberspace opens the possibility for identity play, but it is very serious play.” (Turkle,1999).Asvirtualmembersactouttheirirrationalbehaviourthenanother membersis inclinedtoimitate similar behaviours that is why we can see some youth behaving in awkward ways likesagging or boys wear earrings. The virtual space has no norms or culturally define moralstandards.
2) SocialMediaAddictionandAnxietyDisorder
The latest statistics show that around 42% of online adults use multiple social networking sites.Perhaps not surprisingly, the majority of social media users are under the age of 30 (Whiteman,2015). In 2012, Medical News Today reported on a study suggesting that Facebook use may feedanxiety and increase a person's feeling of inadequacy. For example, social media use can beparticularly maladaptive when it occurs in the form of ‘passive browsing’. That is, when usersspendtimeonsiteslikeFacebookandInstagramexclusivelylooking atotherpeople’sphotosand profile content, it can trigger a sense of exclusion, envy, and loneliness (Krasnova, H.,Wenninger,H.,Widjaja,T., &Buxmann,P., 2013).
3) DepressionandSuicide
Cyber bullying has been shown to cause higher levels of depression and anxiety for victims thantraditional bullying and has also been connected to cases of youth suicide with teens known toengage in reading hurtful comments days before their suicide attempts as cited in (Kamaku,2014).Thosemostatriskforcyberbullyingincludelesbian, gay,bisexual,transgender(LGBT).Teens in relationships may also receive nude pictures or be pressured to send nude pictures ofthemselvestoapartner. Relationship abusecan alsoinclude sendingnonstop textmessages or postingcruelcommentsonaboyfriend’sor girlfriend’sFacebookor Myspacepage(Li,2005).Social networking websites are all increasingly being used to monitor, threaten, and harassrelationship partners. One in three teens in relationships has been text messaged up to 30 timesan hour by a partner to find out where they are, what they are doing, or who they are with(Wallis, 2006). Sexual cyber bullying can have many harmful effects on a teenager. Some candevelop depression, anxiety, drug addiction, eating disorders and/or other mental health issueswhich have negative effects on their social and academic lives (Harmon, 2004). This studysought to establish how teenagers encountered any harassment through social media and howthisnegativelyaffects their moral lives.
TheBenefitsofSocialMedia
In reference to (Mutula, 2012) he observes that many people use social media to contact theirfriends using emails and chat. At places of work, social media is said to cut phone bills bychatting and getting news updates on the outside world. Within library environments, socialmedia is being used to connect with users and other libraries for reference, library instruction,outreach and marketing (Signorelli, 2012). Social media is also enabling people to market theirproducts.(Collymore,2011),anardentuserofsocialmediaandthechief executiveofSafaricom(the market leader mobile service provider in Kenya) says ‘social media is a place for people totell you what’s good and what’s bad about what you are doing (feedback). (Collymore, 2011),further says people join social media for three reasons namely: for identity, to get connectionsand to socialize within a community. Sportsmen are also increasingly using social media toencouragefans and develop sports (Oriedo, 2011).
Summary of the Literature Reviewed 
It has been noted social media has huge impacting youth life both positive and negatively.However, more harm is had been realized than doing well to youth. The researcher gathered howthis had caused moral decadence among youth in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, and also validated using othersourcesprevious studies.






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Introduction
Inthis chapterthe methods that wereused bythe researcher tocarryout thestudyhas beenoutlined. These include research approach, research design, study population, samplingtechniqueand samplesize, researchinstrumentsand data analysis
ResearchDesign
This study is a descriptive research type. The researcher proposed to use the descriptive survey design together with data relating to a study on influence of social media in moral decadence and social behaviour among science student in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Price,(2001)says that any researcher who adopts the descriptive research design attempts to produce data thatis holistic, contextual, descriptive in depth and rich in detail. Descriptive survey designs are usedin preliminary and exploratory studies to allow researchers to gather information, summarize,present and interpret it for the purpose of clarification, (Orodho, 2002). The descriptive surveyresearch design was suited to the study because it allowed the researcher to study the state ofsocialmediainfluenceonmoral decadenceamongyouths without manipulatingvariables.
StudyPopulation
	The target population of the study is the entire students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Specifically, all students in NCE programme.
Sample Procedure and Technique
	Simple random sampling technique will be used to sample 10 students from each of the 7 departments in the School of Sciences. Therefore, the total sample to be used in the study will comprise of 70 students who are randomly selected.
Research Instrument
	The instrument for this study was questionnaire. The questionnaire was developed MMDSBASS). The questionnaire was completed by literate respondents from among the target population. The tool was preferred for such group because it ensure secrecy and anonymity on the parts of respondents. It was also for such group since they were literate and thus took little time to read, understand and fill the questionnaires. A four point likert rating scale with the alternative of Strongly Agree, Agree, Strongly Disagree and Disagree was used.
Validity of the Instrument
	To validate the instrument, the researcher took the questionnaire to the supervisor and experts in the research field for face and content validity. After proper correction and amendment, the validated copy was typed out and was administered to the target respondent.
Reliability of the Instrument
	The reliability of the instrument is referred to as the degree to which a test yields consistent scores when it is administered over number of times. The instrument was administered on two occasion to determine the reliability.
Procedure for Data Collection
	The researcher personally administered the questionnaire by visiting the sample departments they are contact for information necessary on the questionnaire and this is done with the help of a research assistant.
Data Analysis Technique
	Analysis and discussion shall be based entirely on the simple frequency counts of the responses of the respondents.






CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results
This chapter is designed to give and analyze the response to the research questionnaire formulated from the stated problems in chapter one of this project. It deals with the presentation, analysis and interpretation of the data collected.
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Department
	S/N
	Department
	No of Respondents

	1.
	Biology
	10

	2.
	Chemistry
	10

	4.
	Computer Science
	10

	7.
	Integrated Science
	10

	5.
	Mathematics
	10

	6.
	Physical and Health Education (PHE)
	10

	3.
	Physics
	10

	
	Total
	70


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 1 illustrates the distribution of respondents by department where 10 students were picked each from seven departments making School of Sciences, Kwara State College of Education Ilorin to fill the questionnaire.

Table 2: Influence of Social Media
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media platforms should implement age restrictions to protect younger users from inappropriate content
	37
(53%)
	32
(46%)
	1
(1%)
	0
(0%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Social media algorithms should prioritize promoting positive and uplifting content over social sensational or controversial material
	23
(33%)
	40
(57%)
	7
(10%)
	0
(0%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media companies should be transparent about how they use user data and algorithms to curate content
	21
(30%)
	37
(53%)
	12
(17%)
	0
(0%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social media has the potential to create positive social change by facilitating activism and awareness campaigns
	17
(24%)
	41
(59%)
	10
(14%)
	2
(3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media interaction often lead to misunderstanding and conflicts due to the lack of face-to-face communication
	17
(24%)
	31
(44%)
	17
(24%)
	5
(7%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media can enhance interpersonal relationships by facilitating communication and connection with others
	26
(37%)
	30
(43%)
	12
(17%)
	2
(3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Social media platforms should take more responsible for combating cyber bullying and harassment among users
	16
(23%)
	32
(46%)
	18
(26%)
	4
(6%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	From Table 2 above, it was revealed that social media has the potential to create positive social change by facilitating activism and awareness campaigns with a percentage of 59% while none of the respondents agree to the fact that social media platforms should implement age restrictions to protect younger users from inappropriate content; social media algorithms should prioritize promoting positive and uplifting content over social sensational or controversial material; and social media companies should be transparent about how they use user data and algorithms to curate content.
Table 3: Influence of Social Media on Moral Decadence 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media play roles in sharing societal norms and value
	26
(37%)
	35
(50%)
	7
(10%)
	2
(3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Exposure to immoral content on social media sensitize individuals to unethical behaviour in real life
	22
(31%)
	28
(40%)
	15
(21%)
	5
(7%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media influences decision making process related on moral dilemmas 
	13
(19%)
	36
(51%)
	17
(24%)
	4
(6%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social medial platforms should be for addressing moral issues caused by their content
	16
(23%)
	35
(50%)
	17
(24%)
	2
(3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social medial platforms should be regulated to prevent the promotion of immoral behaviour
	15
(21%)
	30
(43%)
	21
(30%)
	4
(6%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media contributes to the erosion of moral values in the society
	12
(17%)
	34
(49%)
	17
(24%)
	7
(10%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Social media contributes to the spread of gossip, rumors and impacting social dynamics negatively 
	10
(14%)
	37
(53%)
	16
(23%)
	7
(10%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	Table 3 above shows that (37(53%) of the respondents agree to the statement that social media contributes to the spread of gossip, rumors and impacting social dynamics negatively followed by 36(51%) of the respondents who agree to the statement that social media influences decision making process related on moral dilemmas followed while 2(3%) of the respondents strongly disagree to the statement that social media play roles in sharing societal norms and value followed by 2(3%) who also strongly disagree that social medial platforms should be for addressing moral issues caused by their content.
Table 4: Influence of Social Media on Moral Behaviours
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media promotes healthy conflict resolution and communication skills
	23
(33%)
	33
(47%)
	8
(11%)
	6
(9%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Social media influence societal attitude towards authority, institutions and traditional values 
	20
(29%)
	31
(44%)
	14
(20%)
	5
(7%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration
	18
(26%)
	40
(57%)
	10
(14%)
	2
(3%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social media impacts social trust and relationships between individuals and institutions
	18
(26%)
	39
(56%)
	10
(14%)
	3
(4%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media encourage or discourage active participation in community and civic activities
	13
(19%)
	24
(34%)
	30
(43%)
	3
(4%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media impacts social mobility and opportunities for social inclusion or exclusion
	16
(23%)
	34
(49%)
	14
(20%)
	6
(9%)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	You feel addicted or dependent on social media for daily activities 
	13
(19%)
	27
(39%)
	21
(30%)
	9
(13%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	From the analysis in Table 4 above, 40(57%) of the respondents agree that social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration followed by 39(56%) who also agree that social media impacts social trust and relationships between individuals and institutions while only 2(3%) of the respondents strongly disagree that social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration.
Discussion 
Table 1 illustrates the distribution of respondents by department where 10 students were picked each from seven departments making School of Sciences, Kwara State College of Education Ilorin to fill the questionnaire.
	Table 2 revealed that social media has the potential to create positive social change by facilitating activism and awareness campaigns with a percentage of 59% while none of the respondents agree to the fact that social media platforms should implement age restrictions to protect younger users from inappropriate content; social media algorithms should prioritize promoting positive and uplifting content over social sensational or controversial material; and social media companies should be transparent about how they use user data and algorithms to curate content.
	Table 3 shows that (37(53%) of the respondents agree to the statement that social media contributes to the spread of gossip, rumors and impacting social dynamics negatively followed by 36(51%) of the respondents who agree to the statement that social media influences decision making process related on moral dilemmas followed while 2(3%) of the respondents strongly disagree to the statement that social media play roles in sharing societal norms and value followed by 2(3%) who also strongly disagree that social medial platforms should be for addressing moral issues caused by their content.
	In Table 4, 40(57%) of the respondents agree that social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration followed by 39(56%) who also agree that social media impacts social trust and relationships between individuals and institutions while only 2(3%) of the respondents strongly disagree that social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The study focused on the influence of social media on moral decadence and social behaviour among science students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.Study objectives were formulated and research questions were derived from the objectives.Questionnaire was the instrument used in collection of data. Quantitative data collected, wasthen coded and inputted in statistical package for social Science (SPSS). The results werecarefullyanalyzedandpresentedtorepresentthe actualsituationontheground.Qualitativedatawas closely analyzed qualitatively and important information extracted from what therespondentssaid.Summaryand conclusionswerederivedfrom the findingsofthestudy.
Conclusion
In view of the above summary, it was evident that social media played a major role on moraldecadence of the respondents. The youths mostly used social media for communicatingbetween their friends, strangers and families. The fact that social media is part of themespecially having been born in this era of emerging technology, most felt that they could notdowithout it thusthe eminent dangers oftheir moral decadencestandsserious issue.


Recommendations
i) Theyouthsneedtobetrainedonbetterusageofthesocialmediasoastominimize timewastageandreduceonlinerisksassociated tosocialmedia.
ii) Creationofyouth-parentopenforumsdiscussiononmoralvaluesandpromoteawarenessto common risks of social media.
iii) Developmentofschoolcurriculumonmoralteachinginalleducationlevelsand religious institution toaddress moralvalues inmostyouth programmes.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY/INTEGRATED SCIENCE 
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON MORAL DECADENCE AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AMONG SCIENCE STUDENTS IN KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
Dear Respondents,
	The questionnaire is designed for a research purpose. You are expected to supply necessary information as demanded by the item and your information will be treated with high degree of confidentiality.
Yours faithfully,

ADAM, Rukayat Bukola
SECTION A: BIODATA OF RESPONDENT 
Instruction: Please tick (√) in the appropriate boxes provided and fill in the space where required.
1) Respondent School Name: ______________________________________
2) Department: __________________________________
3) Age:
4) Sex: Male (   ) Female (   )
5) Level: NCE I (   ) NCE II (   ) NCE III (   )
6) How often did you use social media platforms? Rarely (  ) Occasionally (  ) Frequently ( ) Very frequently (   )
7) Which social media platforms do you use regularly? (Checks all that apply) Facebook (   ) Twitter (   ) Instagram (   ) Snapchat (   ) TikTok (   ) Telegram (   ) YouTube (   ) Others (Please specify): __________________________________
SECTION B: RESEARCH QUESTIONNAIRES ITEMS
Instruction: Please read the items carefully and indicate your choose by making a tick in the space provided
KEY: SA – Strongly Agree, A – Agree, SD – Strongly Disagree, D – Disagree 
	S/N
	INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media platforms should implement age restrictions to protect younger users from inappropriate content
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Social media algorithms should prioritize promoting positive and uplifting content over social sensational or controversial material
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media companies should be transparent about how they use user data and algorithms to curate content
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social media has the potential to create positive social change by facilitating activism and awareness campaigns
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media interaction often lead to misunderstanding and conflicts due to the lack of face-to-face communication
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media can enhance interpersonal relationships by facilitating communication and connection with others
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Social media platforms should take more responsible for combating cyber bullying and harassment among users
	
	
	
	

	S/N
	INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON MORAL DECADENCE
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media play roles in sharing societal norms and value
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Exposure to immoral content on social media sensitize individuals to unethical behaviour in real life
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media influences decision making process related on moral dilemmas 
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social medial platforms should be for addressing moral issues caused by their content
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social medial platforms should be regulated to prevent the promotion of immoral behaviour
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media contributes to the erosion of moral values in the society
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Social media contributes to the spread of gossip, rumors and impacting social dynamics negatively 
	
	
	
	

	S/N
	INFLUENCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON MORAL BEHAVIOURS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media promotes healthy conflict resolution and communication skills
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Social media influence societal attitude towards authority, institutions and traditional values 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media facilitates or hinders effective teamwork and collaboration
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Social media impacts social trust and relationships between individuals and institutions
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media encourage or discourage active participation in community and civic activities
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Social media impacts social mobility and opportunities for social inclusion or exclusion
	
	
	
	

	7.
	You feel addicted or dependent on social media for daily activities 
	
	
	
	



