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ABSTARCT

This study examined on the impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. Based on the study objectives, descriptive research survey method type was adopted. The population of the study comprised of students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. A sample of 100 students was randomly selected to answered to the self-structured questionnaire designed based on the research objectives. Data analysis was done using frequency counts and simple percentage. Based on the findings ballot stuffing, impersonation, buying of votes, intimidation, violence is and tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria 2023 general elections. The result of findings revealed that electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria. Most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. The government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election and electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 general election. Also, it was revealed that the use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot during stuffing in the 2023 general election, electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 general election. The implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 general election. The presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 general election and electronic voting machines effective prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of voters in the 2023 general election. The findings also revealed that lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election. Limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 general election. Also, security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 general election. Based on the findings, the following recommendation were made among others that robust cyber security is of paramount importance. To protect against digital threats and secure the integrity of the voting process, Nigeria must leverage cutting-edge security measures and practices. Ensuring the system is impervious to cyber-attacks will foster trust and ensure that every vote is counted accurately. A comprehensive voter education program is essential to implement electronic voting systems successfully. The public must understand how to use the system to cast their votes. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
	Free and fair elections to choose political representatives are a cornerstone of a democracy and a fundamental human right of the people. Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), states:
Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives. Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.
The voting system that was in place after Nigeria gained independence was manual, which made it vulnerable to manipulation by emerging politicians (Taye & Adedeji, 2022). Ikelebe (2013) opined that the inadequate voting system or electoral process often leads to post-election crises and an influx of litigations in election tribunals. In recent years, there has been considerable scholarly discussion surrounding the adoption of electronic voting systems as a potential means to enhance the effectiveness and credibility of electoral procedures on a global scale. In 2015, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) introduced the Card reader and the Permanent Voter's Card (PVC) as mechanisms aimed at ensuring the integrity of the electoral process. However, despite these initiatives, a number of challenges and obstacles emerged that hindered their successful implementation. Since 2011, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) has been gradually integrating information technology into the electoral process in Nigeria. This has involved the implementation of various technological tools such as the Electronic Voters Register (EVR), Automatic Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), and Smart Card Reader (SCR).
Also, choosing political representatives in free and fair elections is a fundamental human right and the cornerstone of a democracy.  Nigeria’s first ever Electronic Voting Election introduced in Kaduna State on February 6, 2018, the Kaduna State Independent Election Commission (KAD-SIECOM) passed the electronic election law for the introduce of electronic voting machines (EVM). The Nigerian government has effectively carried out the elections of 2023, despite encountering challenges with the utilization of card reader technology. The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) had procured these devices with the intention of ensuring that only eligible and authorized voters participated in the elections. Voting procedures play a significant role in the conduct of free and fair elections in a democracy. It converts voters’ preferences into a political mandate which in turn forms the basis for policy making. In practice, however, illegal efforts to shape electoral outcomes in a democracy are not uncommon (Lehoucq, 2018). However, it is often said that the federal government bears responsibility for the perceived lack of credibility in electoral processes. Identification of election technology that meets the public acceptance is as important as the election itself (Burmester & Magkos, 2003). Given the numerous potential benefits of e-voting adoption, the technology is of less important if voters are not willing to accept or use the technology. That is to say, in planning for the adoption of new technology, the robust nature of the technology is not as important as the risk of accepting it. Therefore, the task is to measure the risk, better understand it and appropriately manage it (Navarra, 2017).
Voting procedures play a significant role in the conduct of free and fair elections in a democracy. It converts voters’ preferences into a political mandate which in turn forms the basis for policymaking. In practice, however, illegal efforts to shape electoral outcomes in a democracy are not uncommon (Lehoucq, 2013). Electoral fraud not only undermines public trust in democratic institutions by electing political leaders that have the greatest capacity to organize electoral fraud but it also adversely affects the provision of public goods. In presence of electoral fraud, there are no checks and balances on the political leaders to stop them from spending disproportionately on private goods, at the expense of public goods, to buy the loyalty of a small fraction of people with whose support they commit the fraud.
	Beyond that, e-Voting system has some inherent advantages over paper based voting in that beside being robust, secured and safe, it decreases voting errors substantially. Abu-Shanab, Knight and Refai (2018) conformed that using e-voting improve the convenience, efficiency and effectiveness of the election process; reduces cost of organizing election, increased participation and provide alternative option as it improve integrity of election process in general. Limitations associated to accuracy, security and verifiability inherent in the conventional paper based methods makes e-voting system an appealing option. This is owing to manual operations of the former concerning casting and counting votes. Similarly, according to Kozakova (2021) modern democracy would maximally benefit from effective implementation of electronic voting technology. If complement traditional methods, e-voting system increases chance of counting each vote and broaden the number of potential voters. On the other hand, electronic voting is often seen as a tool for making the electoral process more efficient and for increasing trust in its management. Olusoji (2021) stated that properly implemented, e-voting solutions can increase the security of the ballot, speed up the processing of results,make voting easier and reduce election fraud. However, the challenges are considerable. If not carefully planned and designed, e-voting can undermine the confidence in the whole electoral process. Thus, choosing the right voting technology for a given context is essential. Knight (2018) opinionated that the e-voting machine needs to address the requirements identified and to operate reliably within the available infrastructure, taking into account the prevailing environmental conditions.
	Furthermore, on 25 February 2023, Nigerians again exercised their democratic rights by participating in the presidential elections, even as allegations of irregularities and fraudulent practices loomed over the process. The 2023 general elections were highly anticipated as a crucial milestone for the nation’s democratic process. However, despite initial hopes for transparency and fairness, the elections were marred by widespread allegations of corruption, including voter suppression, vote buying, manipulation of electoral rolls, compromised officials, and the lack of accountability. Therefore, a survey will be conducted in order to critically assess the impact of electronic voting machines on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.
Statement of the Problem 
The passage of the electoral bill into law in 2022 strengthened INEC’s legal status and provided the commission with the authority to utilize electronic voting (BVAS) in conducting elections throughout Nigeria (Ogieva & Ajisebiyawo, 2023). The most recent 2023 general elections were heralded with a clamour for electronic voting, yet the elections came and were not without the usual anomalies, which have culminated in the ongoing litigations contesting the outcome of the election despite the massive funds expended towards the process and the introduction of the new technology (Nwabuoku, Esavwede, & Mrabure, 2023) hence the need first to identify and analyze Nigeria's challenges in adopting electronic voting systems. Understanding these  challenges is crucial for devising appropriate strategies to mitigate them effectively. Second, this study explores the opportunities and benefits of electronic voting systems to the Nigerian electoral landscape. It is in the light of these that the study seeks to critical investigate on the impact of electronic voting machines on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.
Objectives of the Study
The main objective of this study is to investigate on the impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. Specifically, the study will;
1.        Ascertain the forms of electoral frauds prevalent in Nigeria.
2.	Determine the extent electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election.
3.	Determine the extent the use of voting machines minimized electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.
4. 	Identify the factors which affected the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.
Research Questions
The following questions will guide this study
1. 	What are the forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria?
2. 	What was the extent to which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election?
3. 	To what extent does the use of voting machines minimized electoral fraud during the 2023 general election?
4. 	What are the factors that affected the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election?
Significance of the Study
A critical investigation on the impact of electronic voting machines on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election will be revealed to the government at various level, politicians, electoral bodies and media houses. Also, the findings will enlighten Nigerian populace on the effectiveness of the voting machines and how to use it. Furthermore, this research will be useful to media house to disseminate information to  a large population regarding the benefits and risks of using the EVM.
Additionally, subsequent researchers will use it as a literature review. This means that other students who may decide to conduct studies in this area will have the opportunity to use this study as available literature that can be subjected to critical review. Invariably, the result of the study contributes immensely to the body of academic knowledge with regards to a critical investigation on the impact of electronic voting machines on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election
Scope and Limitation of the Study
The scope of this study is boarded on a critical investigation on the impact of electronic voting machines on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. Theoretically, this study will identify the factors which affected the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election, ascertain the forms of electoral frauds prevalent in Nigeria, determine the extent electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election and the use of voting machines minimized electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.
Geographically, the study will be limited to adult i.e. people above 18 years (both male and female) in Ilorin Metropolis. 
Operational Definition of Terms
Electronic Voting Machine: is a tool for making the electoral process more efficient.
Voting: an activity of choosing someone or something in an election.
Elections: a formal and organized choice by vote of a person for a political office or other position.
Fraud: wrongful or criminal deception intended to result in political or personal gain.




CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	This chapter presents the review of related literature on the current study titled “impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 election”. The literature review is discussed under the following sub-heading: 
· Evolution of Voting System in Nigeria
· Concept of Electronic Voting Systems
· Major Capabilities of the E-Voting Systems
· The Benefits and Challenges of Electronic Voting
· Challenges and Mitigations of E- Voting Systems in Nigeria
· 2023 Elections and BVAS Issues Arising
· Factors that Influenced Voters’ Turnout in 2023 Elections
· INEC Declared Outcome of 2023 Presidential Election
Evolution of Voting System in Nigeria
	Nigeria’s democracy is fashioned to a large extent after the United States. As with the United States, voting systems have undergone significant changes throughout history. Initially, voting was conducted publicly and orally during the Pre-colonial period but transitioned to printed ballots as population growth and suffrage expansion made voice voting impractical. However, even with printed ballots, the process remained public, with political parties using ballots of different sizes and colors to represent their candidates. Towards the late 19th century, the introduction of the secret ballot, also known as the "Australian" ballot, became common practice (Herrnson, Niemi, Hanmer, Bederson, Conrad, & Traugott, 2009). This government-printed ballot allowed voters to mark their choices and deposit them into designated boxes privately. However, the implementation of paper ballots, including secret ones, brought challenges such as bribery, fraud, stolen ballot boxes, and counting irregularities. In some instances, the vote totals did not align with the number of votes cast. Alongside voting system evolution, the study of electoral systems encompasses various factors, including the electoral formula, ballot structure, the size of the polling district, and administrative aspects of elections. These aspects, such as polling unit distribution, candidate nomination, and voter registration, play a crucial role in the effectiveness of any chosen electoral system. Furthermore, the voting system’s design influences related areas of electoral laws, such as local government boundary drawing, ballot paper design, and the vote-counting process, highlighting the interconnectedness of electoral processes.
	The voting or electoral systems translate the votes cast in a general election into seats won by parties and candidates. Very critical to this is the electoral formula utilized, whether a plurality/majority, proportional, mixed or other system is used, and what mathematical formula is used to calculate the seat allocation (Abubakar, Abdulsalam & Kolawole,2021).The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) in Nigeria has been actively involved in studies and campaigns on e-voting since 2004. However, progress in this area was hindered by restrictions in the electoral law. Nevertheless, technological advancements have been gradually incorporated into various election processes. Starting from 2003, the Optical Mark Recognition (OMR) system was utilized to create an electronic register of voters, and the Automated Fingerprints Identification System (AFIS) was implemented to eliminate double registrations. Until the 2015 elections, Nigeria employed three different voting methods; the Open Ballot System (OBS), the Modified Open Ballot System (MOBS), and the Re-modified Open-secret Ballot System (REMOBS) (Esan & Ayeni, 2017). The Open Ballot System (OBS), also known as Option A4, involved voters openly indicating their candidate of choice through queuing or other visible means. Unlike a secret ballot, OBS ensured voters' choices were publicly known. This method aimed to minimize election rigging and fraudulent practices. OBS was successfully utilized in the 1979, 1983, and June 12, 1993 elections, which are considered some of the fairest and freest in Nigeria's history (Esan & Ayeni, 2017). The Modified Open Ballot System (MOBS) was a variation of the open ballot system. While the open ballot system openly exposed each voter's choice at the polling booth, MOBS allowed voters to make their choices secretly while still maintaining an open process. This method was adopted for the 1999, 2003, and 2007 general elections.
	Furthermore, the Re-modified Open-secret Ballot System (REMOBS) represented an advanced form of MOBS. It involved openly accrediting voters and providing them with ballot papers, after which they would proceed to a private area to cast their votes. Accreditation of voters occurred simultaneously across the country, followed by immediate voting. Only accredited individuals were permitted to vote, and once the counting process began, no additional individuals were allowed to join the queue. The total number of votes cast should not exceed the number of people in the queue. Voters were encouraged to remain and ensure the legitimacy of their votes. REMOBS was adopted for Nigeria's 2011 and 2015 general elections (Esan & Ayeni, 2017).
	In 2006, Direct Data Capture Machines (DDCM) were used for voter registration, followed by an enhanced DDCM system in 2010 to prepare for the 2011 elections. Biometric accreditation of voters was introduced before the 2015 elections, and the Smart Card Readers (SCR) were deployed to authenticate votes (Abubakar, Abdulsalami& Kolawole, 2021)). Additionally, a Polling Unit results viewing portal was experimented with during a bye-election in Nassarawa state and in the off-cycle governorship elections of Edo and Ondo states and subsequent byeelections. In late June 2021, INEC recommenced the Continuous Voter Registration exercise, which had been suspended since mid-2018. An online pre-registration portal was launched, allowing prospective voters to provide their Bio-data in advance of a later biometric data capture process. The portal also enables registered voters to upload images, re-validate their information, confirm their polling unit details, or request a replacement for defaced or damaged Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs). With these technological advancements in voter registration and accreditation, the implementation of e-voting or an electronic balloting solution emerges as the next area for potential enhancement of Nigeria's electoral process (ECES, 2018).
	In 2021, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) initiated the experimentation of two technological innovations, namely the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) and the INEC Election Result Viewing Portal (IReV). These innovations have been recognized for their potential to enhance transparency in election results and foster public trust in electoral outcomes (Itodo, 2022). The BVAS was first tested during the Isoko South constituency one bye-election in Delta State and subsequently deployed and successfully utilized in the local government election in Kaduna State. The BVAS was then employedin a statewide election for the first time in November 2021 in Anambra State (Ogieva & Ajisebiyawo, 2023).
Concept of Electronic Voting Systems
	An electoral system, also known as a voting system, encompasses a collection of principles and regulations that dictate the procedures for conducting elections and referendums and determining the outcomes of these processes. It serves as a framework that governs the fundamental aspects of the electoral process, ensuring fairness, transparency, and democratic representation (Mukade et al., 2023).
	The goal of any voting system is to establish the intent of the voter and transfer that intent to the vote counter. The efficiency of the voting method and the accuracy of the vote counter are the crucial determinants of the ability and capacity of the system to correctly determine the wish of the voters (Iwu, 2008). The ability and capacity of the system to correctly determine the intent of the voter it appears, is the superior technology, inherent in the in e-voting methodology. For Iwu (2006) electronic voting system is one of the several forms of automated voting methods, which employ computer technology devices to improve several aspects of the electoral process. He went further to assert that the electronic system incorporates largely paperless voting methods prominent among which are electronic voting machine (EVM), Internet voting, telephone, IVR voting, digital TV voting, electronic kiosk voting, etc. The Nigeria electronic voting system continued IWU is an image based integrated programme, which consists of the following components.
· Electronic voters register
· Eligible voters’ Authentication
· Electronic Balloting (voting machine)
	The electronic voting system also known as e-voting can equally be said to be a development where peoples’ collective intent are electronically determined as votes are cast electronically using what is called barcode (Agena, 2007), it is believed that when the electronic system is employed, it allows for security of the votes cast and which will fundamentally allow the choice candidates by the electorate to carry the day during electrons (Agena, 2007). According to Babalola (2021) electronic voting is a comprehensive system of casting, counting and transmission of votes through electronic means. It may involve both the process of casting and counting of votes or may relate only to the process of counting. Evoting technology includes punched cards, optical scanned voting systems and specialized voting cubicles or kiosks including self-contained direct recording electronic voting systems popularly referred to as DRE. The term E-voting may also refer to transmission of ballots and votes through telephones, private computers or the internet.
	The Nigerian election management body started with the experimentation of BVAS in 2021, BVAS was first experimented during the Isoko South constituency 1 bye-election in Delta State, this was followed the deployment and successful use of BVAS in the local government election in Kaduna State, BVAS was first used in a statewide election in November 2021 in Anambra State. Though the innovation reported minimal success due to the failure of BVAS to capture voters in some instances but it showed promising potentials as Odinakalu (2021) puts it, the system deserves time to prove itself but INEC will not get too many more opportunities.
Major Capabilities of the E-Voting Systems
	Though the experimentation with BVAS was laced with teething challenges, the Ekiti and Osun States governorship election in 2022 was the first major acid test, the challenges encountered during the bye elections in Delta and Anambra States were deemed to be corrected in the 2022 governorship election in Ekiti and Osun States which made the electorate in both states to believe elections was to a large extent credible and transparent. (Iremeka 2023).
	According to Odinakalu (2021) BVAS technology combines voter enrollment, voter accreditation, and result interface capabilities in one device, Odinakalu maintains that that the BVAS technology, “theoretically should eliminate the gaps that enable analogue manipulation of numbers in election. The voter accreditation capability combines fingerprint, Iris and facial recognition supposedly to eliminate guesswork in voter identification and accreditation.” Furthermore BVAS is used to transmit a snapshot of the result sheet at polling units to INEC portal in real time for the public to see, as they logged in to the portal, (Oyemike 2023). 
	In preparing for the 2023 general elections the demand for the application of BVAS from the civil societies, stakeholders and the Nigerian voters heightened, (Okonji 2023). In order to show its preparedness to conduct transparent, free, fair and credible elections, in the buildup to the 2023 elections INEC insisted on the use of Bimodal Voter Accreditation system (BVAS) to conduct the 2023 elections. The Guardian Newwspaper editorial (2022) maintains that the accessibility of the polling unit results increases transparency and public trust in the electoral process, it went further to support the electoral management body on its insistence on the usage of BVAS. The BVAS technology is considered to be a solution to the following election malpractices;

· Falsification of number of accredited voters at the polling unit
· Falsification of votes at the polling unit
· Collation of false results
· Mutilation of results
· Computational errors
· Swapping of results sheets 
· Forging of result sheets 
· Obtaining declaration and result involuntarily 
· Making declaration and return while collation is still in progress 
· Poor record keeping 
To most Nigerian electorate, civil society organizations and stakeholders the use of BVAS and strict adherence to the 2022 electoral act was seen as a solution and way out of election irregularities and INEC’s inability to conduct transparent and credible election. “Nigerians, including technology experts who spoke, advised INEC to ensure that all election results are uploaded through BVAS to INEC portal, to avoid repeat of manual collation of election results, as witnessed in the presidential and National Assembly elections” (THIS DAY 2023). 


The Benefits and Challenges of Electronic Voting
	Having evaluated the intricate features of e-voting, it is pertinent that we explore the benefits and challenges inherent. Electronic voting systems offer numerous benefits that enhance the electoral process. Firstly, they improve efficiency by expediting voting, reducing queues, and wait times at polling stations. The automation of vote counting accelerates result tabulation and minimizes human errors. Secondly, electronic voting systems enhance accuracy by minimizing manual vote counting and data entry mistakes. They also incorporate built-in validation mechanisms to prevent over voting (Ahmad et al., 2021). Transparency is another advantage provided by some electronic voting systems. These systems allow voters to verify their selections before casting their votes, increasing transparency in the process. Additionally, digital audit trails enhance the traceability of votes, making the entire process more transparent and accountable (Ahmad et al., 2021).
	The accessibility of electronic voting systems is a crucial aspect. They can be designed to accommodate voters with disabilities by offering features such as audio instructions, large fonts, or tactile interfaces. This ensures that all individuals have equal opportunities to participate in the voting process (Tas & Tanriover, 2020). They prevent fraud by reducing human intervention during polling, transmission, and result tabulation. Internet voting can lead to cost savings, as it eliminates shipment costs and delays associated with traditional postal voting. Moreover, it can minimize vote-selling and family voting by allowing multiple voting where only the last vote counts. Electronic voting systems also reduce spoilt ballot papers by warning voters about invalid votes (IDEA, 2011). Electronic voting systems bring with them a multitude of challenges and disadvantages that must be carefully considered. Foremost among these concerns are the security risks that these systems inherently possess. Cyber security threats such as hacking, tampering, and data breaches pose significant dangers, making it crucial to prioritize the safeguarding of vote integrity and confidentiality.
	Technological dependencies present another obstacle to electronic voting systems. Their smooth operation relies heavily on a stable power supply, network connectivity, and reliable hardware and software. Without sufficient infrastructure, implementing these systems may be hindered, leading to reliability issues that compromise the voting process. However, one of the most formidable challenges facing electronic voting systems lies in building trust and acceptance among the public. Transparency, privacy, and the potential for manipulation are key concerns that can breed skepticism and resistance from stakeholders and the general public. The lack of transparency in the system, limited openness for non-experts, and the absence of widely agreed standards for e-voting systems contribute to this skepticism (Ahmad et al., 2021).
	Moreover, there is a risk of violating the secrecy of the vote, especially in systems that combine voter authentication and vote casting. Insiders with privileged access to the system or external hackers may manipulate the results, raising questions about the credibility of the entire process. Fraud can also be perpetrated through large-scale manipulation by a small group of insiders, further eroding trust in the system. In addition to these challenges, the introduction of electronic voting systems may exacerbate existing social and technological disparities. Certain segments of the population may lack access to the necessary technology or digital literacy, widening the digital divide and disenfranchising specific communities (Abu-Shanab, 2010).
	The adoption of electronic voting systems also incurs increased costs for purchasing and maintaining the necessary infrastructure. The requirements for power supply, communication technology, and environmental conditions such as temperature and humidity further add to the financial burden. Additionally, meeting the heightened security requirements to protect the voting system during and between elections, including transport, storage and maintenance, places additional strain on resources. Furthermore, the election administration may experience reduced control due to their dependence on vendors and specific technologies. This can lead to a loss of oversight and potential vulnerabilities in the system. Recount possibilities may be limited, undermining the ability to verify and rectify any discrepancies that arise (IDEA, 2011).


Challenges and Mitigations of E- Voting Systems in Nigeria
	Beyond the general challenges associated with e-voting, as discussed earlier in this study, implementing electronic voting systems in Nigeria presents specific obstacles that must be addressed to ensure their effectiveness and successful adoption (Alausa & Akingbade, 2017). These challenges encompass various areas:
1. Infrastructure Limitations: Nigeria's remote or underdeveloped regions face infrastructure limitations, such as unreliable power supply, inadequate internet connectivity, and limited access to technology (Bisong, 2019). These constraints can impede the deployment and functioning of electronic voting systems.
1. Cyber security Risks: Electronic voting systems are vulnerable to cyber security risks, including hacking, tampering, and unauthorized access (Alausa & Akingbade, 2017). Establishing robust cyber security measures is essential to safeguard the integrity and confidentiality of voting data, ensuring resilience against cyber threats.
1. Trust, Transparency, and Verifiability: Building public trust and confidence in electronic voting systems is paramount. Ensuring transparency in the system design, operation, and auditing and incorporating mechanisms for verifying the accuracy of votes is crucial to address concerns about potential manipulation and upholding trust in the electoral process
1. Voter Education and Acceptance: Sufficient voter education is necessary to familiarize the population with electronic voting systems and address potential resistance or skepticism (Omotayo & Adekunle, 2021). Many voters may be unfamiliar with the technology, raising concerns about usability, reliability, and privacy. Conducting extensive voter education campaigns can alleviate these challenges
1. Legal and Regulatory Framework: Establishing a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework is vital for governing the implementation and use of electronic voting systems. This framework should address issues such as voter privacy, data protection, dispute resolution mechanisms, and the roles and responsibilities of stakeholders involved in the electoral process.
1. Cost and Financial Resources: Implementing electronic voting systems necessitates significant financial resources, including technology acquisition, infrastructure development, system maintenance, and election officials' training. Nigeria must allocate adequate funding and develop sustainable financing mechanisms to support the adoption and maintenance of electronic voting systems.
1. Political Will and Stakeholder Engagement: The successful implementation of electronic voting systems in Nigeria relies on the commitment and political will of relevant stakeholders, including government institutions, electoral commissions, political parties, civil society 100 organizations, and the general public (Bisong, 2019). Engaging stakeholders in the decision making process and addressing their concerns and expectations is crucial
1. Continual System Evaluation and Improvement: Establish mechanisms for ongoing evaluation and improvement of electronic voting systems. Regular assessments, independent audits, and feedback mechanisms from stakeholders can help identify areas for enhancement and ensure that the systems evolve to address emerging challenges and incorporate technological advancements.
1. International Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing: Engage in international collaboration and knowledge sharing with countries that have successfully implemented electronic voting systems. Learn from their experiences, best practices, and lessons learned to adapt strategies to the Nigerian context.
1. Ethical Considerations: Implementing electronic voting systems necessitates addressing ethical considerations, such as protecting voter privacy, ensuring data security, and preventing potential manipulation or bias in the technology or its implementation
Overcoming these challenges requires a collaborative effort between government institutions, electoral commissions, technology experts, civil society organizations, and the public. Conducting pilot projects, engaging in stakeholder consultations, and learning from international best practices can help Nigeria address these challenges and unlock the potential benefits of electronic voting systems.
2023 Elections and BVAS Issues Arising
	Technology innovation and the deployment of technology into electoral process has been a major factor encouraging citizens to participate in political process, but the deployment BVAS is not without its challenges, it has been observed that the technology has failed in some areas and it is susceptible to manipulations. There have been reported cases of BVAS not capturing older permanent voter card (PVC) or its inability to read some elderly peoples thumb print, this has led to the disenfranchisement of eligible voters. The increasing reliance on e-voting is not without risk of cyber attacks and manipulation by those entrusted with the technology, “there is a high tendency that cyber-attacks will be focused on both the BVAS and IReV. The objective of a cyber-attack on the BVAS will be to prevent the snapped results sheet from being transmitted to INEC Server. A cyberattack on the IReV portal may include modification of the results on the portal or the disruption of the IReV Portal from the public. Notwithstanding, the modification of the results sheet may only be possible with the cooperation of a malicious insider, but disruption can be done with or without a malicious insider”. (THIS DAY, 2023).
	The deployment of e-voting/BVAS may have has its shortcoming as experienced in the just concluded 2023 elections, but there seem to be hope in the horizon as many big wig politicians and political heavy lost election due to the deployment of BVAS. As Iremeka (2023) puts it „the deployment of technologies in the 2023 elections brought about a number of improvements, though some schools of thoughts felt that the technologies, especially BVAS, failed the country despite its achievements. It is on record that for the first time, some sitting governors in the country lost elections in the manner that they did. The improvement associated with the deployment of the technologies, especially BVAS, was seen in Lagos where, for the first time since 1999, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu lost an election to a party considered to be small. By the same reason, a number of sitting governors failed in their attempts to become Senators in the 10th National Assembly. The first governor that comes to mind is Ben Ayade of Cross River State who lost to Sen. Jarigbe Agom-Jarigbe, the sitting Senator in Cross River North district. Titus Zam of the APC, a former aide to Benue State Governor Samuel Ortom, defeated Ortom in the race for the Benue North-West Senatorial seat. Senator Adamu Aliero of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) was declared winner of the Kebbi Central Senatorial District election. Aliero defeated Governor Abubakar Bagudu, according to the INEC Returning Officer, Prof. Abbas Yusuf-Bazata, who announced the results in Birnin Kebbi. Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State was defeated in his race for the Senate by Okechukwu Ezea of the Labour Party (LP) as Governor Darius Ishaku of Taraba State, the outgoing two-term PDP governor, lost to David Jimkuta. Governor of Plateau State and Director General of the APC Presidential Campaign Council, Simon Lalong failed to win the ticket to the green chamber. The former Chairman, Northern Governors’ Forum and a political heavyweight lost to PDP’s Bali Napoleon at the Plateau South Senatorial District election. In the same manner, Senator Enyinnaya Abaribe of All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) defeated the sitting Governor Okezie Ikpeazu at the Abia South Senatorial election.”
	From the perspective of election watchers and observers these heavyweight politicians would have done everything possible to win the elections if 2023 electoral act did not give INEC the requisite and needed legal backing to insist on the deployment of BVAS as the only legal means of accrediting voter for the 2023 election
Factors that Influenced Voters’ Turnout in 2023 Elections
	There were several activities of INEC that stimulated the interest of voters to participate in the 2023 general elections. Principal amongst those was the media operations to sensitize the public on the election planning to deploy technology in such a manner that was never used before. They emphasized that election technology would involve the deployment of three critical components namely: Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) for both accreditation of voters and etransmission of results for collation; INEC voter enrolment device (IVED); and the INEC results viewing (IReV) portal that offers access to the public to view real-time results from polling units. The bane of election malpractice in Nigeria has been the manipulation of results during transmission and collation. Therefore, it was most reassuring and interest boosting when INEC came up with such novel plan to curb the malpractices that occur with election results.
	This was further strengthened with the electoral legal framework (Amended Electoral Act 2022) passed by the National Assembly and the signed into law by the President on 25th February 2022. With the new electoral Act, INEC began an effective voter education on the conduct of the 2023 general elections which galvanized the interest of the public to register for the elections. The exercise conducted for the registration of voters and upgrade of permanent voters card (PVC) witnessed massive turnout of voters. The voters’ education was vigorously pursued and coordinated by both the INEC Chairman and the Commissioner in charge of voters’ education. During the announcement of the presidential election results at the national collation centre, one of the party agents for the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP), Senator Dino Melaye told the audience in the hearing of the INEC Chairman that he has Googled the number of times the Chairman and the Commissioner said that results will be transmitted electronically with the BVAS from the polling units direct to IReV portal and found it to be over eighty and one hundred and eighty times respectively by both officials of INEC. So, with an effective voter education on the use of technology, INEC aroused the confidence of the public to participate in the elections.


	Another major factor that may have influenced the turnout of voters in the 2023 general elections was the apparent sincerity expressed by the President to leave behind the legacy to conduct a free, credible and fair elections. Addressing the United Nations General Assembly in New York on 21st September 2022, President Buhari said “As president, the goal I have set as one of my lasting legacies I would like to leave is to establish a process of free, transparent, fair and credible elections through which leaders will be elected based on the choice of Nigerians” (Buhari, 2022). In demonstrating the determination of the government, the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) came up with the currency redesign and cash swap policy to prevent the use of money by politicians to buy votes and induce malpractice in the electoral process. This again upped the confidence of the public that the electoral process would be conducted in a free, credible and fair manner and therefore influenced the turnout of voters in the 2023 general elections.
	Also, credit is deserving to the local media organizations and civil society organizations (CSO) especially, Channels Television, Arise Television and YIAGA Africa for their intense and committed media enlightenment campaigns which most certainly influenced voters’ turnout in the 2023 general elections. The daily and weekly briefings and explanations of the responsibilities of the voters and the expectations from INEC carried out by these media organizations helped a great deal in assuring the voters that the 2023 elections will be different and credible than the previous elections.
	Lastly, another serious factor that may have influenced that turnout of voters in the 2023 general elections was the lecture given by the INEC Chairman at The Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House), London, on Tuesday 17th January 2023. In the address to the audience and global viewers, he said, "To be certain, in the final analysis, inclusive and credible elections are dependent on sufficient preparations, and my major preoccupation today is to share with you how preparations are being made for the general elections for high inclusiveness and integrity in Nigeria in 2023” (Yakubu, 2023). The Chairman went on the detail the lessons learnt from the 2019 general elections and the stages involved in the preparation for the 2023 general elections. Some of the stages include election planning, electoral legal framework, voter registration and PVC, election technology, expansion of voter access to polling units, inclusive election and election staff recruitment and training amongst others. The Chairman concluded by reassuring all that “Nigerians and the friends of Nigeria have been promised that the general elections for 2023 will be free, credible, fair and inclusive, and we have ensured that no stone be left unturned in the preparations for it, notwithstanding the various challenges” (Yakubu, 2023). All these media pronouncements from INEC coupled with the stance of the government about introduction of the new redesigned currency and cash swap policy strengthened the believe and interest of the public to trust the process and turnout massively to register, queued long hours and even days to collect their PVC and enthusiastically came out to vote in the presidential and national assembly elections held on 25th February 2023.
INEC Declared Outcome of 2023 Presidential Election
	The declared outcome of the 2023 presidential election fell far short of the enthusiasm, mobilization and determination of voters to select their leader. Even the huge investment of funds which is 62% increase over what was spent on the 2019 general elections (Omotayo, 2023) was not justified. It then stands to reason that the character and nature of the ruling government and its leader most significantly determines the quality and credibility of the general elections conducted in Nigeria. The insinuation of critics if the non-interference in the 2015 elections was a demonstration of Jonathan’s belief in the EMB or a desire to inspire that belief (Akhaine, 2011) clearly demonstrates both the ‘belief’ and ‘desire’ of Jonathan which was lacking in the past administration. Both general elections conducted by the ruling APC and Buhari as its leader; In comparison to the democratic advancements made in 2015, the 2019 election represented a significant regression. (Amao, 2020); and the 2023 general elections was a failure in all parameters (Omotayo, 2023).
	The whole hype about the deployment of BVAS technology to ensure the integrity of the ballot was all fallacy. According to Agbakoba (2023), this is one of the worst election petitions because the BVAS was only used to certify voters, as opposed to how the National Assembly had portrayed it to Nigerians when the Electoral Act of 2022 was passed. He said “If you listened to the INEC chairman, he repeatedly told us that BVAS is the magic, but it turns out that BVAS wasn’t the magic, the guy stated. The Osun Court of Appeal ruling rejected the appellant’s claim that the BVAS is the magic that determines over voting, hence the BVAS is no more than a tool to authenticate a voter” (Agbakoba, 2023). There hasn't really been a change because INEC continues to have the legal right to announce results through BVAS or regular paper
	It is therefore imperative to review the Electoral Act 2022 in order to remove the deliberate loopholes inserted by INEC to evade the absolute use of technology to conduct and declare election results in Nigeria. The use of technology should ensure not just the accreditation of voters and the transmission of results to the IReV portal but eliminate all forms of over voting. The ballot papers should also be made electronic so the votes are cast electronically and the collation is done via electronic devices. It will reduce human collation and manipulation of the results. Also, electronic voting would enable voters to cast their voters from any location and many individuals will not be disenfranchised because they were not at the location where they were registered to vote. It is equally believed that electronic voting using electronic ballot papers would cater for diaspora participation in the electoral process in Nigeria.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the procedure used in this study under the following sub-heading: 
· Research design
· Population of the Study
· Sampled and Sampling Techniques 
· Instrument for Data Collection
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Method of Data Collection 
· Method of Data Analysis 
Research Design 
The design for this study is descriptive survey, descriptive survey provide the opinion of the respondent on the impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. 
Population of the Study 
The population for the study comprised of all students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.

Sample and Sampling Techniques
A sample size of 100 students will be selected from the study population i.e. Using simple random sampling techniques, 100 students will be selected from different departments but specifically political science students. 
Research Instrument 
The research instrument used for this research will be structured questionnaire designed by the researcher. Which in the main instrument for data collection, the questionnaire tagged “Impact of Electronic Voting Machine on Electoral Fraud During the 2023 General Election”. The questionnaire comprises two sections; section A, which carries the personal data of the respondent such as sex, level, age, course etc. While section B involves items based on the research objectives 
Validity of the Instrument 
The instrument was subjected to face validation by the project supervisor. His comment will determined the validity of the instrument.
Reliability of the Instrument
The reliability of the research instrument will be determine using test and retest method in determining its reliability. 


Administration of the Instrument
The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the respondents i.e. political science students. One-hundred copies of the questionnaire covering the study sample will be distributed to the sampled respondents.
Method of Data Analysis
Responses from the questionnaire will be analyzed using frequency counts, simple percentage.


CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
	This chapter presents the results and discussion of findings on the project title “impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. 
Data Analysis 
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Sex
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male 
	42
	42%

	Female
	58
	58%

	Total
	100
	100%



	Table 1 above show that the male students in this study were 42% while female students were 58%. 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Based on Level
	Level
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE I 
	36
	36%

	NCE II
	38
	38%

	NCE III
	26
	26%

	Total
	100
	100



	Table 2 above shows that 36 of the students were in NCE I which was represented by 36%, 38 students were in NCE II classes which was also represented with 38% while 26 students were in NCE III classes which was represented.
Presentation of Results
Research Question One: What are the forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria?
Table 3: Forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria
	S/N
		ITEMS
	SA (%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	Ballot stuffing is a prevalent form of electoral fraud in Nigeria 
	67%
	27%
	4%
	2%

	2.
	Voter impersonation is commonly observed during elections in Nigeria 
	46%
	31%
	13%
	10%

	3.
	Buying votes is a widespread practice in Nigeria election 
	56%
	44%
	-
	-

	4.
	Intimidation and violence are frequently used to influence election outcomes in Nigeria 
	49%
	51%
	-
	-

	5.
	Tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria elections 
	34%
	66%
	
	



	Table 3 above shows the responses of the students on the forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria. 94% of the students totally agreed that ballot stuffing is a prevalent form of electoral fraud in Nigeria while 6% disagreed. 77% totally agreed that voter impersonation is commonly observed during elections in Nigeria while 23% disagreed. 100% of the students agreed that buying votes is a widespread practice in Nigeria election. Further, 100% of the students agreed that intimidation and violence are frequently used to influence election outcomes in Nigeria and tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria elections.
Research Question Two: What was the extent to which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election?
Table 4: Extent to which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election
	S/N
		ITEMS
	SA (%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	6.
	Electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria 
	51%
	49%
	-
	-

	7.
	Most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election 
	72%
	28%
	-
	-

	8.
	The government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election 
	64%
	36%
	-
	-

	9.
	The majority of voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election
	43%
	57%
	-
	-

	10.
	Electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 general election
	55%
	45%
	
	



	Table 4 shows the responses of the students on the extent to which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election. Based on the result above, majority of the students totally agreed that electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria. 100% of the students agreed that most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Further, 100% of the students agreed that the government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. The students also agreed that the majority of voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Lastly, majority of the students also agreed that electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 general election. 


Research Question Three: To what extent does the use of voting machines minimized electoral fraud during the 2023 general election?
Table 5: Students responses on the use of voting machines in minimizing electoral fraud during 2023 general election
	S/N
		ITEMS
	SA (%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	11.
	The use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot stuffing in the 2023 general election 
	38%
	42%
	10%
	10%

	12.
	Electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 general election 
	48%
	52%
	-
	-

	13.
	The implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 general election 
	30%
	37%
	21%
	12%

	14.
	The presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 general election 
	41%
	43%
	10%
	8%

	15.
	Electronic voting machines effectively prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of voters in the 2023 general election
	42%%
	35%
	13%
	10%



	Table 5 above shows the responses of the student’s towards the use of voting machines in minimizing electoral fraud during 2023 general election. Based on the result above, 80% of the students agreed that the use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot during stuffing in the 2023 general election while 20% disagreed. 100% of the students totally agreed that electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 general election. Further 67% of the students agreed that the implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 general election while 33% disagreed. 84% of the students agreed that the presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 general election while 18% disagreed. 77% of the students agreed that electronic voting machines effective prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of voters in the 2023 general election.  


Research Question Four: What are the factors that affected the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election?
Table 6: Students responses on the factors that affect the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election 
	S/N
		ITEMS
	SA (%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	16.
	The lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election 
	40%
	49%
	7%
	4%

	17.
	Technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election
	52%
	38%
	6%
	4%

	18.
	Insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election
	34%
	32%
	20%
	14%

	19.
	Limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 general election
	45%
	32%
	10%
	13%

	20.
	Security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 general election. 
	32%
	39%
	11%
	18%



	Table 6 above shows that 89% of the students totally agreed that the lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election while 11% disagreed. 90% of the students agreed that technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election while 10% disagreed. 66% agreed that insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election while 34% disagreed. Further, 77% agreed that limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 general election while 23% disagreed. Also, 70% totally agreed that security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 general election while 30% disagreed. 
Discussion of Findings
	This chapter revealed the results on their opinion on the impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election.  	
	Table 3 shows the results on the forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria. Based on the findings 94% of the students totally agreed that ballot stuffing is a prevalent form of electoral fraud in Nigeria while 6% disagreed. 77% totally agreed that voter impersonation is commonly observed during elections in Nigeria while 23% disagreed. 100% of the students agreed that buying votes is a widespread practice in Nigeria election. Further, 100% of the students agreed that intimidation and violence are frequently used to influence election outcomes in Nigeria and tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria elections.
	Table 4 shows the results on which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election. Based on the result of findings, majority of the students totally agreed that electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria. 100% of the students agreed that most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Further, 100% of the students agreed that the government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. The students also agreed that the majority of voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Lastly, majority of the students also agreed that electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 general election.
	Table 5 shows the responses of the student’s towards the use of voting machines in minimizing electoral fraud during 2023 general election. Based on the result above, 80% of the students agreed that the use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot during stuffing in the 2023 general election while 20% disagreed. 100% of the students totally agreed that electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 general election. Further 67% of the students agreed that the implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 general election while 33% disagreed. 84% of the students agreed that the presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 general election while 18% disagreed. 77% of the students agreed that electronic voting machines effective prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of voters in the 2023 general election. 	
Table 6 shows that 89% of the students totally agreed that the lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election while 11% disagreed. 90% of the students agreed that technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election while 10% disagreed. 66% agreed that insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election while 34% disagreed. Further, 77% agreed that limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 general election while 23% disagreed. Also, 70% totally agreed that security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 general election while 30% disagreed. 





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, recommendations, limitations of the study and suggestion for further studies. 
Summary 
	This study examined on the impact of electronic voting machine on electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. The study specifically tends to examined the forms of electoral fraud prevalent in Nigeria, the extent to which electronic voting machines were adopted during the 2023 general election, how the use of voting machines minimized electoral fraud during the 2023 general election and the factors that affected the effective use of voting machines for the minimization of electoral fraud during the 2023 general election. Based on the study objectives, descriptive research survey method type was adopted. The population of the study comprised of students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. A sample of 100 students was randomly selected to answered to the self-structured questionnaire designed based on the research objectives. Data analysis was done using frequency counts and simple percentage.
	Based on the findings ballot stuffing, impersonation, buying of votes, intimidation, violence is and tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria 2023 general elections.
	The result of findings revealed that electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria. Most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. The government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election and electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 general election.
	Also, it was revealed that the use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot during stuffing in the 2023 general election, electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 general election. The implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 general election. The presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 general election and electronic voting machines effective prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of voters in the 2023 general election. 	
The findings also revealed that lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 general election. Insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election. Limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 general election. Also, security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 general election. 
Conclusion 
Nigeria stands on the precipice of an electoral evolution that can greatly empower its citizens and strengthen its democracy. The incorporation of technological solutions such as the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) and the INEC Election Result Viewing Portal (IReV) has undoubtedly marked an essential step towards more transparent and trusted elections in Nigeria. These advancements are commendable as they have begun to tackle longstanding issues in the country's electoral process, as outlined by Itodo (2022). Nonetheless, transitioning to electronic voting systems in Nigeria will not be without hurdles, as evidenced in the 2023 elections. However, the potential gains are substantial, as seen in the case studies reviewed. Notably, these systems have the capacity to significantly improve the accuracy and speed of vote tallying, increase transparency, provide easier access for voters, and potentially generate financial savings in the long run. Furthermore, the shift towards digitization is an essential component in fostering a democratic environment that is both inclusive and participatory. It is crucial to remember that implementing a novel system is not simply about importing technology. A blend of robust cyber security, a widespread voter education campaign, an engaged group of stakeholders, and a solid legal framework must back this technology. In navigating these challenges, Nigeria stands to not only enhance its electoral process but also uplift its democratic practices, creating a more robust, more empowered citizenry. Nigeria's journey toward an effective electronic voting system is a marathon, not a sprint.
Recommendations 
Firstly, robust cyber security is of paramount importance. To protect against digital threats and secure the integrity of the voting process, Nigeria must leverage cutting-edge security measures and practices. Ensuring the system is impervious to cyber-attacks will foster trust and ensure that every vote is counted accurately. 
Secondly, a comprehensive voter education program is essential to implement electronic voting systems successfully. The public must understand how to use the system to cast their votes. 
Thirdly, maintaining an open dialogue with all stakeholders is critical. From policymakers and election officers to the public, all parties should have a voice in the process. Their input will be crucial in shaping the system to meet Nigeria's unique needs, ensuring a more widespread acceptance. 
Lastly, a solid legal and regulatory framework should be established to support the electronic voting system. Such a framework should clarify electronic voting rules and processes and provide clear remedies for potential disputes or problems. Moreover, learning from the experiences of other nations that have successfully implemented electronic voting systems could provide invaluable insights and best practices that could be adapted to Nigeria's context. This could save Nigeria valuable time and resources by helping to avoid potential pitfalls and to focus on proven strategies
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QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
P.M.B 1527, ILORIN, KWARA STATE

“QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE IMPACT OF ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE ON ELECTORAL FRAUD DURING THE 2023 GENERAL ELECTION”

Dear respondent,	
The research questionnaire is designed mainly for the academic purpose to determine “the Impact of Electronic Voting Machine on Electoral Fraud During the 2023 General Election”.
Your sincere response will be highly appreciated and treated confidentially while anonymity is highly guaranteed.
Thanks for your anticipated co-operation.
SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA 
Please kindly indicate your opinion by tick ( √ ) as appropriate to you
1. Sex:	Male (   )	Female   (   )
2. Level:   NCE1 ( )	NCE II ( )	NCE III ( )
SECTION B: 
Instruction: please kindly read each statement and indicate how each item applies to you with a tick (√ ) in the appropriate column indicating your agreement or otherwise using the under listed options: 
Key: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD)
	S/N
		ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Ballot stuffing is a prevalent form of electoral fraud in Nigeria 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Voter impersonation is commonly observed during elections in Nigeria 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Buying votes is a widespread practice in Nigeria election 
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Intimidation and violence are frequently used to influence election outcomes in Nigeria 
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Tampering with electronic voting machines is a significant issue in Nigeria elections 
	
	
	
	

	6.

	Electronic voting machines were widely adopted during the 2023 general election in Nigeria 
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Most polling stations in Nigeria used electronic voting machines in the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	8.
	The government made significant efforts to implement electronic voting machines in the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	9.
	The majority of voters were able to cast their votes using electronic voting machines in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Electronic voting machines were effectively integrated into the electoral process in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	11.
	The use of electronic voting machines significantly reduced the incidence of ballot stuffing in the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Electronic voting machines helped to minimize voter impersonation during the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	13.
	The implementation of electronic voting machines reduced vote buying in the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	14.
	The presence of electronic voting machines deterred intimidation and violence during the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Electronic voting machines effectively prevented tampering and ensured the integrity of votes in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	16.
	The lack of voter education impacted the effective use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election 
	
	
	
	

	17.
	Technical issues with electronic officials affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	18.
	Insufficient training for election affected the use of electronic voting machines in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	19.
	Limited availability of electronic voting machines at polling stations was a barrier to their effective use in the 2023 election
	
	
	
	

	20.
	Security concerns related to electronic voting machines influenced their effectiveness in the 2023 election. 
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