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ABSTARCT

The study investigates the factors responsible for students’ poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private secondary school. The study adopted a descriptive research survey method type. The population comprised of ten secondary school, five public and five private schools. Also, a total sample of 30 teachers were selected from the secondary schools. A self structured questionnaire was used and data was analyzed using frequency counts and simple percentage. Based on the findings, it was revealed that dominance of mother tongue, inadequate qualified teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward learning of English language and improper use of methods of teaching are some of the causes of poor performance in English language among senior secondary schools in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. There is difference in the performance of English examination results in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The result revealed that public school student’s tends to perform poorly than students from private schools. It was also revealed that that availability of instructional media or materials, availability of qualified of English language teachers, proper use of teaching methods, availability of language laboratory, listening of English language programmes and students’ participation in debates can help to improve the performance of senior secondary school students in English language and even other subjects in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made among others that qualified teachers of English language should always be employed to handle the course in all the secondary schools of Ilorin, Kwara state. Adequate instructional media/materials should provided where not available improvisation should be adopted by the English teachers of secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara state and proper supervision by both the administrations of the senior secondary schools of Ilorin and Kwara State ministry of education should be conducted to make sure teachers of English language are actually doing what they are expected to do.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
Education is the best legacy a nation can give to her citizens. It is generally believed that the basis for any true development must start with the development of human resources. Much then is said that formal education remains the vehicle for social-economic development and social mobilization in any society.
Education therefore, plays an important role in the development of a total person for communication and effective transaction and makes the individual to fit properly into the schemes of life of a society. Parents are aware of these needs, hence the importance of monitoring the standard of education in Kaduna metropolis because it is paramount for the development of the area.
According to Jam (2012) academic performance is the ability to study and remember facts and being able to communicate this knowledge verbally or on paper. In other words, academic performance refers to how students deal with their studies and how they cope with or accomplish different tasks given to them by their teachers.  There are quite a number of factors that determine the level and quality of students' academic performance. (Scottk, 2012). 
Nigeria is a multi – lingua as well as a multi – ethnic group. Hence, her multi- lingua and multi – ethnic stratification favour the adaptation of English as the official language and so is employed as inter and intra national language in the country. English language is an important core subject in the school curriculum and a channel of international acceptability to Nigerians. Akinamide, (2012) notes that English is being used at all levels of education in the country. The focus of this work, then, is the secondary school level and specifically the factors affecting the performance of Senior Secondary School Students in English Language in NECO Examination in Awka urban, Anambra State, Nigeria.
	English Language is the instrument of communication in our post primary institutions, higher institutions as well as the official language of the country. Therefore, secondary school students need effective English language to function properly or perform better. Fema, (2003) was of the view that “a person is functionally literate when he acquired the knowledge and skills in reading and writing which enables him to engage effectively in all those activities in which literacy is normally assumed in his culture of group”. English language normally has four basic skills, namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. It is the medium of instruction in our schools and compulsory school subject that must be passed at all levels of education in Nigeria (Danladi, 2018).
Atanda and Jaiyeoba, (2011) emphasize the importance of English in Secondary School curriculum pointing out that English Language plays a central and strategic role in the school system because almost all the school subjects are taught using English Language. The place of English Language and its objectives as revealed in the secondary school curriculum cannot be substituted.
The Outcries on the incessant failure of students in the Senior Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE), West African Senior School Certificate Examination (WASCE) and National Examination Council (NECO) have been on the increase over the last two decades Judith, (2014.)
The persistent poor performance of secondary school students in public examinations such as NECO in the recent times has made the development of secondary education in the nation a difficult task, Adepoju, (2011). 
Ajayi, (2012) further elaborates that the situation is so pathetic that stakeholders keep on wondering why this level of education has persistently failed to meet the yearnings and aspiration of the society. The mass failure of students in public examination constitutes wastage on investment in secondary education; it puts a big question mark on the quality of secondary education in the country.
The bedrock of the nation’s educational system has always been the secondary school students. Supporting the notion, Joshua, (2004) who believes that, ‘secondary education is the pivot around which the development of the nation’s economy revolves. It is the engine room that provides the nation’s economy and higher (tertiary) education production systems.’ In fact, the high percentage of candidates who failed NECO yearly is reflected in the low percentage of the candidates that meet the university admission requirements.
	However, it is disheartening to note that the poor performance of students in English language at public examinations in recent times has been explained as a major cause of decline in the general academic performance and standard of education in Nigeria. Oluwole, (2008) was of the view that “having difficulty in grasping fully the contents and concepts of the various subjects of the curriculum taught in target language seem to be one of the most serious problems that English as a first language students face in their particular course of study. This might be due to their weaknesses in English language (the medium of instruction) which may have negative consequences on their overall performance.
Statement of the Problem
The increasing nature of poor academic performance of public secondary school that students fail examination particularly in English Language is an indisputable fact. Stakeholders have continued to trade blame on the causes of mass failure of students in examination especially in English Language. Some people shifted the blame on government, some on parents, some on the society and students themselves with the teachers having lion share of the blame.
As accusations and counter – accusations on who to blame on the mass failure of students in English Language in examination will persist, the fact remains that all the stakeholders have roles to play in solving the problem of abysmal failure of students in English Language in examination. However, there is need to identify the major causes of the problem with a view to providing lasting solutions.
It is against this backdrop that this study investigates the factors responsible for the poor performance of students in English Language in senior secondary school examination in both private and public secondary school. 
Purpose of the Study 
	The main purpose of this study is to investigate on the factors responsible for students poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The specific objectives of the study is to;
i. Find out the main causes of poor performance in senior secondary school  English language examination in both public and private  school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 
ii. Find out the difference in the students performance in English in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State 
iii. Find out the ways of improving learning of English language among secondary school students in both public and private secondary school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 


Research Questions 
	This study attempted to provide answers to the following question: 
1. What are the main causes of poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 
2. Is there difference in the performance of senior secondary students in English examination in private and public schools?
3. What are the ways of improving learning of English language among senior secondary school students in both Public and Private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State? 
Significance of the Study
The result and recommendations of this work will be of immense benefits to policy makers and stakeholders in education matters, as their eyes will be opened to some of the hitherto neglected factors for poor performance of students in English Language examination in both private and public secondary schools.
The teachers themselves will equally benefit from this study as their eyes will be opened to their neglected responsibility of imparting qualitative education on the students. Furthermore, they will also know that the blame is not only theirs, the students are part of the blame, hence all hand will be on deck to ensuring that best form of education and examination techniques are employed by the teachers, the result will be improved students’ performance in English examination
This study will be of immense help to the students as they will realize that they have part to play in edging a good future for themselves. This can only be achieved if they have an attitudinal change to some of their negative attitudes to examination.
Scope of the Study 
	The scope of this study is to examine the factors responsible for students poor performance in SSS English Examination. The study make use of both public and private secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State and consist of some selected teachers in the area. 
Operational Definition of Concepts
Examination: this is the periodic test issued to a particular group of people so as to elicit responses as regards previous experiences.
Academic Performance: This can be defined as the score a child or individual obtain in test or examination based on his or her learning experiences.
Students: a group of individuals to learn and to be taught.
Public School: This is a public school is a government-funded educational institution that provides free education to all students. It is operated by local, state, or federal government agencies and is subject to government regulations and standards. Public schools are inclusive and serve a diverse student population, aiming to offer equal educational opportunities regardless of socioeconomic status.
Private School: This is a private school is an independent educational institution that operates autonomously from government oversight. It is typically funded through tuition fees, donations, and endowments rather than public funding.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	This chapter examines the following;
· Concept of Academic Performance
· History of English Language in Nigeria
· Importance of English Language
· Factors Affecting the Performance of Students in English Language
· Implications of Poor Performance of Students in English Language Examination
· Remedies to the Poor Performance of Students in English Language Examination
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
Concept of Academic Performance
	Poor academic performance according to Aremu and Sokan (2013) is a performance that adjudged by the examinee/testee and some other significant bodies are falling below an expected standard. Poor academic performance has been observed in school subjects especially in English language among senior secondary school students (Adasemowo,2015). Aremu (2020) stresses that academic failure is not only frustrating to the students and the parents, its effect are equally devastating on the society in terms of dearth of manpower in all spheres of the economy and politics. Education of senior secondary school level is supposed to be the bedrock and the foundation towards higher knowledge in tertiary institution. It is an investment as well as an instrument that can be used to achieve a more rapid economic, social, political, technological, scientific and cultural development in the country. The National Policy on Education (2004) stipulated that secondary education is an instrument for national development that fosters the worth and development of the individual for further education and development, general development of the society and equality of educational opportunities to all Nigerian children irrespective of any real or marginal disabilities. 
History of English Language in Nigeria
	English language was introduced in Nigeria in the early 19th century by the British colonial administration. it is the primary language of the majority of people in the United Kingdom (UK), United states of America (USA), Canada, Australia, New Zealand and other former colonies of Britain and territories of the united states. It is also an official language of many countries with British colonial history including Nigeria. Even in countries where English language is not a primary or official language, it is taught as foreign language and used as the language of technology and diplomacy. English language is spoken in most parts of the world than any other language. According to Aremu (2012), English language is a medium of communication like every other language in the world. He added that English language is the native language of some parts of the western world like Britain (United Kingdom). Some part of America (U.S.A) etc. He further described English language as the most widely used in the world. Today, English language is the lingua franca (official language) of Nigeria as a former colony of Britain. It is the language introduced to some countries of the world by British colonizers. It is a universal language. Though it was not adopted by the entire nations of the world but more than 95% of the countries of the world use it as a means of communication (Abudullahi, 2012). 
	However, there are major factors which have the potentialities to affect the academic performance of the students especially in English language. The quality of education delivered by teachers and the academic achievement of the students of any school is dependent on several factors of which school facilities is paramount. School facilities are material resources that enhance teaching and learning thereby making the process meaningful and purposeful. School facilities can be referred to as school plant. School facilities can be defined as the entire school plants which school administrators, teachers and students harness, allocate and utilize for the smooth and efficient management of any educational institution, for the main objective of bringing about effective and purposeful teaching and learning experience.
Importance of English Language
The importance of English language acquisitions a stepping-stone for proficiency in other school subjects cannot be over emphasized. The knowledge is important both for educational, economical and national development of a country.
The importance of English language as school subject derives mainly from its utilitarian value to the larger Nigerian society. 
English is the official language of administration and commerce. It is a major language of science. Above all, Salami (2012) had emphasized the importance of the use of English language in improving communication among the various ethnic groups in Nigeria. He further highlighted the need for improving the quality of spoken and written English language among school children.
However, one of the current educational problems of public interest is that of poor level of achievement especially in public examinations (Dele 2012). This problem of underachievement among secondary school students has persisted in English Language. No wonder today, that much emphasis is placed on the passing of English language at credit or distinction level in addition to other subjects to enable any candidate gain admission into any Nigerian Higher Institution of learning or be placed well in a good white collar job, Iroegbu (2016)
In recognition of the importance of English language for enhancing educational attainments well as for improving communication ability of citizens, the government had made the subject core subject (FGN, 2004).
 It is also compulsory for students to have credit in English language before entering the university. This also explains why many parents go off their way to see that their children pass at credit level or above in English language especially external examination like NECO. Who then is NECO?
Factors Affecting the Performance of Students in English Language
	A variety of factors have been identified that lead to poor result of students in English language as a school subject. These factors include student centered problems including their weak educational base, interference of their mother tongue or local language, and their parental and socio-economic background. The factors also include teacher centered factors including lack of proper professional training as language teachers, unqualified or under qualified teacher recruitment and lack of professionalism, lack of skills in proper language teaching and commitment on the part of teachers. Then there are issues in the evaluation system which places a premium on rote learning rather than actual learning. On a broader level there are issues in the course work and curricula which seem to have been prepared inadequately and often do not reflect the importance of English language in a functional sense. The following sections elaborate on these factors: 
Teachers’ Centered Problems
Teachers’ centered problems include use of traditional teaching methods by teachers in the classroom, lack of professionalism, and lack of proper training and teaching facilities in schools.
· Traditional methods of teaching: One of the main issues that stand in the way of proper teaching and learning of English language at the secondary school level has the use of traditional, old style and teacher centered teaching methods by English language teachers in schools. Ahmad et al, (2013), pointed out that English language teachers generally avoid the use of modern, activity based teaching methods. They also argue that teachers are stuck with old fashioned, teacher centered methods which are often not very effective in terms students’ active involvement in the educational process, leading to their low performance. Similarly Ali, (2011) suggest that the most of teachers make use of the traditional Grammar Translation Method and their lack of expertise and inclination to make effective use of Communicative Teaching Method results in an ineffective teaching learning environment, ultimately resulting in poor students’ performance in the subject. The other teacher centered issue. The other teacher centered issue Ahmad et al, (2012) highlight is the selective course teaching by teachers of English language in schools. They argue that English language teachers often teach to test. Their focus is on selected parts of the syllabus that only makes students to rote learn and prepare for passing in examinations rather than deep learning and understanding of the English language. Overall lack of training in modern teaching methods of language and traditional attitude towards teaching have been identified as main hurdles in the way of effective English language teaching. 
· Lack of Professionalism: Professionalism is an important characteristic of successful teachers. The professional skills of the teachers help in the creation of a productive classroom atmosphere, that is based on sound organization and planning of the lesson (Rehmani, 2013). According to Rehmani, professional skill frequently translates into high-quality teaching with the aim of influencing students' learning. Teacher professionalism is often highlighted in qualities such as prompt reaction, questioning, successfully resolving students' concerns, and providing different types of environments for different lessons, ensuring that students comprehend and handle the amounts of information provided to them. Rehmani (2013), however, argues that such professionalism is not widespread among language teachers in schools, which often leads to improper English teaching and hence results in poor performance of students in the subject. 
· Lack of Teachers’ Commitment and Motivation: It is often claimed that one of the reasons for students' poor performance is teachers' lack of commitment (Khan, 2013).Teachers are in many cases poorly motivated to do their job of teaching because their basic requirements are not met. Ahmad et al, (2013) suggests that when teachers are poorly motivated their job performance is compromised. According to Rehmani (2013), factors that lead to lack of motivation and commitment on the part of teachers include poor working conditions, lack of facilities, lack of good models of teaching, lack of supervision and low socio-economic backgrounds of teachers and students. These factors lead to an overall lack of motivation on the part of teachers, resulting in poor presentation of students in the English subject. 
· Improper Training: Proper training of teachers for their jobs is an important aspect of quality teaching. It has been argued that improving the quality of education requires teacher training. Teachers cannot be able to play any of their roles unless they are well trained. Training and practice can help to improve teaching. Therefore, having skilled teachers in schools is important for enhancing student achievement. Quality teachers who are well trained and motivated are required for learners to perform successfully (Rehmani, 2013). Research also suggests that teachers are the driving force in schools. Mansour (2018) suggests that good teachers in general and language teachers in particular are those who are well-informed in their subjects and know how to explain the subject matters to learners and vary ways in which they teach to suit learners in their classes. They also noted that good teachers engage and motivate students by ensuring that they understand the material and aiding students with learning difficulties.
· Lack of Facilities: Teaching learning becomes influential if the syllabus is properly planned and taught with the help of proper audio visual aids. Qasim and Arif (2014) documented that lack of fundamental teaching aids and facilities often result in low quality of teaching. Lack of adequate facilities has been a consistent issue identified in research studies that has been associated with inadequate language teaching in classrooms. Bista (2011) suggests that we can overcome the rising failure of students in the subject of English by properly facilitating the teaching process through the use of teaching aids. In many cases poorly equipped learning environments result in improper teaching and poor student achievement in language classrooms.
2.	Student Centered Factors  
A variety of students’ centered factors have been identified that contribute to the phenomenon of unsuccessful or low quality English language teaching in the ESL context. Some of the important students’ centered issues include low socio-economic and family background of students, lack of parental involvement and mother tong interference beside other factors. According to Mansoor, (2015) social background of learners is important in determining the level of learners’ educational achievement. Mansoor (2015) suggests that generally students coming from low socio-economic backgrounds have lesser home assistance in their studies that often leads to their lower performance in the English language subject. Kraft (2013) concurs with Mansoor’s view and includes that many students in backward areas come from poor families. This makes it hard to perform well in learning English language mainly due to lack of focus and interest in the class. According to Yankson (2016), many students in Sub-Saharan Africa are forced to work as laborers to pay their schooling fees. As a result learners come to schools exhausted and often find it difficult to focus on their studies. Absenteeism from school is an important consequence of this. According to Kraft (2013), socioeconomic inequalities have an impact on children's English learning. Such a situation badly affects students’ interest in their studies in the school 
· Lack of Parental Interest: Successful school education including language education is often an outcome of a collaboration teachers and parents. According to Rehman (2012 lack of parental interest in teaching learning process and their lack of awareness regarding the education of their children are one of the major causes of students` failure. Moreover, Siddiqui (2012) says that usually parents of those students who study in public sector schools do not have enough awareness about their children`s activities. Lack of parental involvement is, therefore, often associated with a significant role in students’ failure in subjects including English. Furthermore, Mansoor (2015) suggested that usually parents of those students who study in government schools often belong to poor socio-economic background. Such parents are often either illiterate or have low educational backgrounds. This makes it almost impossible for them to participate in the education of their children. This results in a gap between home and school and impacts students’ performance. 
· Mother Tongue: Another factor that hampers the process of acquisition of the English language is the mother tongue interference. According to Yankson (2016), while learning a second language, the learner may consciously or unintentionally transmit traits from his L1 system into the L2 system. As a result, certain L2 errors may be connected to detrimental L1 effect. Rehmani (2013) writes that in Pakistan much emphasis is laid on English language learning turning into a second language. Despite the importance of English, the mother tongue remains dominant in terms of its influence on the thinking of students. Ahmad (2013) concludes that mother tongue interference has substantial impact on the quality of the English learning process for students 
3.	Evaluation/Examination Centered Factors
· Memory Based: Rehmani, (2013) argues that examination system in the Pakistani context puts more emphasison memorization rather than real language learning based on cognitive understanding.Ahmad (2013) also suggest that teachers often teach to test and force students to memorize material rather than to enhance their conceptual understanding and independent learning as far as English language learning is concerned. Ahmad et al, (2013) suggest that students and English teachers have become examination minded and do not bother about the real teaching learning of English language. Exam fear and the drive to perform well in the examinations often discourage teachers and students to engage in real learning. Khan (2013) points out that in Pakistan evaluation usually means pencil and paper test at the end of each academic year with an objective to pass or fail students 
· Overload of Content in the Syllabus: Overload of the content in the syllabus has also been associated with low academic achievement of students in English language. According to Kraft (2013), the syllabus demonstrates that the English language content to be taught in each school level is overburdened. Many English teachers are unable to complete both the English syllabus and the reading text for each year. Research suggests that heavy load of contents inside a subject or across subject often leads to superficial coverage of the syllabus (Kraft, 2013). This is often associated with running through the syllabus rather than with a focus on actual learning or teaching of the subject material. This, thus leads of rote memorization and ultimately students fail in an authentic examination environment.


Implications of Poor Performance of Students in English Language Examination
If this trend continues without being adequately checked, then the national goal of producing:
· Self-reliant citizens cannot be achieved.
· There shall be moral decadence in the society owing to the relative extinction of moral training at the secondary school level.
· There shall be continuous increases in the level of unemployment as a result of lack of creative and innovative minds which students are supposed to acquire at the secondary school level.
· Lose of societal moral values will give birth to high rate of corruption in the country as most persons who are not qualified for positions will do anything possible to get such position .
· There shall be escalation of crime rate such as terrorism, oil bunkering, kidnapping, armed robbery, amongst others. More so, the level of illiteracy, poverty, and hunger shall be at the increasing side, thereby worsening the insecurity situation in the country.
· More so, the aspiration of parents to see their children become educated and highly placed in the society becomes a mere dream.


Remedies to the Poor Performance of Students in English Language Examination
Having examined some of the causes of poor performance of students in English examination, it is pertinent to proffer solutions to some of these causes.
	First, the students should be properly educated on the negative effect of the social media by their parents and teachers. The parents should adequately monitor the contents of what the children watch in the internet. In fact, student preparing for Examination should be barn both by parents and the teachers from using the hand set. In fact, parents should ensure that they do not purchase a hand set for their children who are writing or about writing external examination. This rule should however be lovingly enforced on their children by the parents, teachers and the school authority.
Again, there should be an attitudinal change by the students themselves in respect to laziness and lackadaisical behaviour. Students should be made to value and inculcate such virtues as honesty, handwork, integrity and other good societal values and norms. This will help the students to put some level of restrains in some of their excesses.
	On the use of mother tongue, parents should strike a balance when it comes to the use of English Language and the vernacular. In as much as both languages are very important, parents should know the boundaries between the two. The students should be proficient in the use of their mother tongue as well as the effective use of English Language. This can be achieved if parents introduce and inculcate reading habits on their children at tender age. 
It is unfortunate today that, many parents are interested in buying expensive materials like shoes, clothes while such children do not have good books!
Teachers should be well trained in other to be effective in teaching English language. Teachers who possess the necessary requisite in English Language should be employed to teach the subject. Teachers who do not have educational background in English Language (though a graduate) should not be allowed to teach English Language. To this end, regular teacher training should be provided by the school, and the government.
Furthermore, the government should not relent on its efforts in pumping more money to the education sector and there should be adequate supervision as to the disbursement and use of the fund. 
When these and other measures are taken, students’ poor performance in English Language examination will be drastically reduced


Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
	The discussion of this chapter shows a variety of factors have been attributed in previous studies to students’ poor performance in the English subject. These factors include teacher centered problems, student centered problems, and environment centered problems, problems in evaluation, assessment and problems in terms of lack of parental cooperation. Keeping in view this background, the current study was aimed to explore the issue from the perspectives of the primary stake holders i.e. teachers and students of English language at the secondary school level, in Kwara State. The findings hereby focused to bridge the gap of the study and investigate on the factors responsible for students poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private secondary schools. 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter deals with the methodology adopted for this study. It will be discussed under the following sub-headings:
· Research Design 
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Instrument for Data Collection 
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Method for Data Collection 
· Method for Data Analysis 
Research Design 
The design for this study is a descriptive survey method. The reason for using it is because it can determine the quality of research, that is, it permits the researchers to study small sample and generalise the findings to the whole population. 
Population of the Study 
The target population of the study comprised all the English teachers in government and private Senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local government Area of Kwara State. 


Sample and Sampling Techniques
The researcher used simple random sampling method. A total number of 30 teachers will be selected from ten (10) senior secondary schools in both public and private schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Instrument for Data Collection
The research instruments that will be used for this study is a structured Questionnaire and it is titled: Factors Associated with Students Poor Performance in Senior Secondary School English Examination”. The reason for using questionnaire was based on the following advantages: Firstly, it can give objective and reliable information, easier to score and administer if it is carefully and well-constructed. The questionnaire is divided into two sections to enable the researcher obtain information from the respondents, the questionnaires is design in such a way that it provides the following information: section (A) the respondents’ personal data. Section (B) which contains 16 items on the variables with the use of four (4) point Likert scale of (strongly Agreed, Agreed, strongly disagreed and disagreed .with values of 4,3,2 and 1 respectively. The Likert scale also contain a list of statement that has relationship with the issue in the question.


Validity of the Instrument 
Face and content validity is employed in this study. In order to make sure that the final copy of the questionnaire is valid for the study, the researcher will submit a copy to the project supervisor. The corrections and adjustment made by the project supervisor will determine the validity of the instrument before administration. 
Reliability of the Instrument
	The reliability of the instrument was determined by using test-retest method. The instrument was used on the members of the population and after ten days the same instrument was used on the same members so as to determine the reliability of the instrument.
Method of Data Collection 
In order to administer a validated instrument of the study, an introductory letter will be collected from the project supervisor and presented to schools that will be randomly selected. The researcher will carried out the research with the help of a research assistants. Finally, the researcher collected the questionnaires after the time stipulated was exhausted.
Methods of Data Analysis 
The data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency and simple percentage.


CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter presents the results and discussion of findings on the current study titled “factors responsible for students poor performance in Senior Secondary School English examination in both private and public” 
Data Analysis
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	10
	33.3%

	Female
	20
	66.7%

	Total
	30
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024. 
	Table 1 above show that 10(33.3%) of the respondents were male teachers while 20(66.7%) were female teachers in both private and public secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.


Table 2: Qualification of Respondents
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE
	-
	-

	HND
	2
	6.7%

	B.Sc (Ed)
	16
	53.3%

	PDE/PGDE
	12
	40%

	M.Sc
	-
	-

	Total
	30
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024.
	Table 2 shows that 2(6.7%) of the teachers were teachers with HND holder. 16(53.3%) of the teachers had B.Sc(Ed) qualification, 12(40%) ha with PGDE/PDE qualification.   
Table 3: Respondents Years of Experience
	Years of Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1 - 5 years
	4
	13.3%

	6 – 10 years
	10
	33.3%

	11 – 15 years
	11
	36.7%

	16 years above
	5
	16.7%

	Total
	30
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024. 
	The table above shows that 4(13.3% )of the teachers had been in teaching services for about 1 – 5 years. 10(33.3%) of the teachers had been in teaching service for about  6 – 10 years. 11(36.7%) of them had an experience of 11 – 15 years and 5(16.7%) had experience of 16 years above. 
Table 4: School Type
	School Type
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Public School
	18
	60%

	Private school
	12
	40%

	Total
	30
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024. 
	The table above shows that 18(60%) of the teachers used in this study are teacher from Public secondary schools while 12(40%) others were teachers from Private secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 


Presentation of Results 
Research Question One: What are the main causes of poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 
Table 5: Causes of Poor Performance in Senior Secondary School English Examination in Both Public and Private Schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1
	Students prefer to speak English language than their mother-tongue at school 
	11
(36.7%)
	10
(33%)
	5
(16.7%)
	4
(13.3%)

	2
	Students used of mother-tongue cause problem to their learning of English language 
	13
(43.3%)
	11
(36.7%)
	6
(26%)
	-

	3
	Non-availability of instructional media/materials and facilities for teaching English language in school leads to poor performance of students in English examination
	10
(33%)
	14
(46.7%)
	3
(10%)
	3
(10%)

	4
	Little availability of qualified English language teachers in school affects students performance in English examination
	8
(26.7%)
	10
(33.3%)
	7
(23.3%)
	5
(16.7%)

	5.
	Improper teaching methods used in teaching English language among English teachers affects students performance in English examination 
	11
(36.7%)
	9
(30%)
	5
(16.7%)
	5
(16.7%)

	6.
	Unavailability of laboratory for teaching English language in school negatively affects the performance of students in English examination
	10
(33.3%)
	12
(40%)
	4
(13.3%)
	6
(20%)



	Table 5 above shows the responses of the teachers on the causes of poor performance of senior secondary school English examination in both public and private schools. Based on the results 36.7% and 33% of the students strongly agreed and agreed that students prefer to speak English language than their mother-tongue at school while 16.7% disagreed and 13.3% strongly disagreed. 43.3% of the teachers strongly agreed and 36.7% agreed that students used of mother-tongue cause problem to their learning of English language while 26% disagreed. 33% of the teachers strongly agreed and 46.7% agreed that non-availability of instructional media/materials and facilities for teaching English language in school leads to poor performance of students in English examination while 10% disagreed and strongly disagreed consecutively. 26.7% strongly agreed and 33.3% agreed that little availability of qualified English language teachers in school affects students performance in English examination while 23.3% and 16.7% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Also, 36.7% and 30% of the teachers strongly agreed and agreed that improper teaching methods used in teaching English language among English teachers affects students performance in English examination while 16.7% disagreed and strongly disagreed consecutively. Lastly, 33.3% and 40% strongly agreed and agreed that unavailability of laboratory for teaching English language in school negatively affects the performance of students in English examination while 13.3% and 20% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively.
Therefore, it is clear to us that the main causes of poor performance in English language among the students of secondary schools in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State which include students’ lack of interest in speaking English, dominance of mother tongue even in schools, insufficient instructional media and facilities, using of improper methods in teaching English language and lack of language laboratory in all the secondary schools in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 
Research Question Two: Is there difference in the performance of senior secondary students in English examination in private and public schools?
Table 6: Difference in the Performance of Senior Secondary School Students in English Examination in Private and Public School
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	7.
	Students from public schools perform poorly in English examination than their counterparts in private school. 
	9
(30%)
	6
(20%)
	8
(26.7%)
	7
(23.3%)

	8.
	Attitude of teachers towards the teaching of English subject in public makes students fail in English examination than their counterparts in private school 
	5
(16.7%)
	11
(36.7%)
	9
(30%)
	5
(16.7%)

	9.
	Non-availability of teaching aids for teaching and learning of English subject in public school makes their students perform poorly than their counterparts in private school. 
	13
(43.3%)
	7
(23.3%)
	4
(13.3%)
	6
(20%)

	10.
	Mostly all private schools students performs better in English language external examination than majority of public secondary schools 
	11
(36.7%)
	10
(33.3%)
	5
(16.7%)
	4
(13.3%)



	Table 6 shows the response of the teachers on the difference in the performance of senior secondary school in English examination in private and public schools. Based on the result above, 30% and 20% of the teachers strongly agreed and agreed that students from public schools perform poorly in English examination than their counterparts in private school while 26.7% and 23.3% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 16.7% and 36.7% of the teachers agreed and strongly agreed that attitude of teachers towards the teaching of English subject in public makes students fail in English examination than their counterparts in private school while 30% and 16.7% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Further, 43.3% and 23.3% of the teachers strongly agreed and agreed non-availability of teaching aids for teaching and learning of English subject in public school makes their students perform poorly than their counterparts in private school while 13.3% and 20% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Also, 36.7% of the teachers strongly agreed and 33.3% agreed that mostly all private schools students performs better in English language external examination than majority of public secondary schools while 16.7% disagreed and 13.3% strongly disagreed. 







Research Question Three: What are the ways of improving learning of English language among senior secondary school students in both Public and Private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State?
Table 7: Ways of Improving Learning of English Language among Senior Secondary School Students in Both Public and Private Schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	11.
	Provision and appropriate use of instructional media as well as facilities improve learning of English language in school 
	14
(46.7%)
	10
(33.3%)
	3
(10%)
	3
(10%)

	12.
	Employment of qualified teachers of English language improve learning in secondary school which enhance students academic performance in English examination 
	14
(46.7%)
	16
(53.3%)
	-
	-

	13.
	Proper method of teaching by the teachers can improve learning of English language in school
	10
(33.3%)
	20
(66.7%)
	-
	-

	14.
	Provision of language laboratory can improve the learning of English language among junior secondary school students
	11
(36.7%)
	10
(33.3%)
	5
(16.7%)
	4
(13.3%)

	15.
	Listening to any English programme by the students can improve their learning of English language in school
	13
(43.3%)
	10
(33.3%)
	4
(13.3%)
	3
(10%)

	16.
	Organizing debates in school can improve the learning and performance of students in English language 
	12
(40%)
	14
(46.7%)
	2
(6.6%)
	2
(6.6%)



	Table 7 shows that 46.7% of the teachers strongly agreed and 33.3% agreed that provision and appropriate use of instructional media as well as facilities improve learning of English language in school while 10% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 46.7% and 53.3% of the teachers strongly agreed and agreed that employment of qualified teachers of English language improve learning in secondary school which enhance students academic performance in English examination. 100% of the teachers totally agreed that proper method of teaching by the teachers can improve learning of English language in school. 36.7% strongly agreed and 33.3% agreed that provision of language laboratory can improve the learning of English language among junior secondary school students while 16.7% disagreed and 13.3% strongly disagreed. Further, 43.3% of the teachers strongly agreed and 33.3% agreed that listening to any English programme by the students can improve their learning of English language in school while 13.3% and 10% disagreed and strongly disagreed. 40% and 46.7% strongly agreed and agreed that organizing debates in school can improve the learning and performance of students in English language while 6.6% disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. 
	Therefore, it is clear that provision of instructional materials, qualified teachers, using proper method of teaching, availability of language laboratory, listening to English language programme and participation in debates by students prove the performance of students in English language and even other subjects.


Discussion of Findings 
The results of the analysis of research question one showed that dominance of mother tongue, inadequate qualified teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward learning of English language and improper use of methods of teaching are some of the causes of poor performance in English language among senior secondary schools in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The findings of this study tally with the findings of Usman, (2012), Fema, (2013), Adedokun, (2011), Roger, (2019), Sa’ad, (2017), Mohammed, (2019), Abdullahi, (2013), Ya’u, (2019) who were of the view that the dominance of mother tongue or local language, inadequate qualified teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward the learning of English language and improper use of method of teaching are some causes of poor performance in English language among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
The results of analysis of research questions two showed that there is difference in the performance of English examination results in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The result revealed that public school students tends to perform poorly than students from private schools. 


The results of the analysis of research question three showed that availability of instructional media or materials, availability of qualified of English language teachers, proper use of teaching methods, availability of language laboratory, listening of English language programmes and students’ participation in debates can help to improve the performance of senior secondary school students in English language and even other subjects in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
The findings of this study tally with the findings of Udumah, (2019), Abdullahi, (2013), Sa’ad, (2017), Abdulganiyyu, (2010) and Usman, (2012) who were of the view that provision of enough and relevant instructional media/materials and qualified teachers of English language improve the performance of secondary school students in Dutse metropolis of Jigawa state. The findings also tally with findings of Udumah, (2019) stated that students should be taught correct pronunciation in English language to minimize the effect of first language on the second (English language) and students should be encouraged to communicate in English language in and outside the classroom and facilities like language laboratory should be provided.
	




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, recommendations, limitations of the study and suggestion for further studies. 
Summary 
	This study investigates on the factors responsible for students’ poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private secondary school. Based on the study, the study tends to find out the main causes of poor performance in senior secondary school English language examination in both public and private school, the difference in the student’s performance in English examination in both public and private school and ways of improving learning of English language among secondary school students in both private and public secondary schools. The study adopted a descriptive research survey method type. The population comprised of ten secondary school, five public and five private school. Also, a total sample of 30 teachers were selected from the secondary schools. A self structured questionnaire was used and data was analyzed using frequency counts and simple percentage. 
Based on the findings, it was revealed that dominance of mother tongue, inadequate qualified teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward learning of English language and improper use of methods of teaching are some of the causes of poor performance in English language among senior secondary schools in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. There is difference in the performance of English examination results in both public and private schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The result revealed that public school student’s tends to perform poorly than students from private schools. It was also revealed that that availability of instructional media or materials, availability of qualified of English language teachers, proper use of teaching methods, availability of language laboratory, listening of English language programmes and students’ participation in debates can help to improve the performance of senior secondary school students in English language and even other subjects in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions were made:
That the causes of poor performance in English language examination among senior secondary school students in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State include dominance of mother tongue, inadequate teachers of English language, inadequate facilities and instructional media/materials, teachers’ attitude toward innovation and use of instructional media, negative attitude of students toward learning English language and improper use of methods of teaching by teachers.
That provision and appropriate use of instructional media/materials, provision of qualified teachers of English language, use of proper methods of teaching, provision of language laboratory, listening to English language programmes and engaging students in debating activity can improve the performance of senior secondary school students in English language examination in both public and private school in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
Recommendation 
	Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made;
· Qualified teachers of English language should always be employed to handle the course in all the secondary schools of Ilorin, Kwara state.
· Adequate instructional media/materials should provided where not available improvisation should be adopted by the English teachers of secondary schools in Ilorin, Kwara state.
· Proper supervision by both the administrations of the senior secondary schools of Ilorin and Kwara State ministry of education should be conducted to make sure teachers of English language are actually doing what they are expected to do.
· Inter-senior secondary school competition in area of debate and other academic activities should be organized by the state ministry of education at least twice a year. This will definitely improve the spoken aspect of English language among the senior secondary school students in Ilorin, Kwara state.
· There should be provision of at least one language laboratory for English language teaching. This will improve the performance of students in senior secondary schools of Ilorin, Kwara state.


Limitation of the Study 
	The study was limited to ten public and private secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State due to financial constraints, shortage of resources and limited time. 
Suggestion for Further Studies
	Based on the findings, it was suggested that same topic should be carried out in other local government in Kwara State. Also, the following topics was suggested. 
· Influence of mother tongue on students academic performance in English languauge 
· Impact of teachers qualification on students academic performance in English language
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APPENDIX
KWARASTATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
P.M.B 1527

QUESTIONNAIRE ON FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR STUDENTS POOR PERFORMANCE IN SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH EXAMINATION IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOL
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to investigate on the “Factors responsible for students’ poor performance in senior secondary school English examination in both public and private secondary schools”.
It is strictly for academic purpose, therefore your honesty and sincere response to each items will be highly appreciated. Any information supplied shall be treated with confidentiality.
SECTIONA: DEMOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Instruction: Please tick (√) as appropriate
Gender:  Male (   ), Female (   )
Educational Qualification: HND (     ),  B.Sc/B.Ed (   ), PGDE (    )
Work Experience:  1 - 5 years (   ),  5 – 10 years (   ), 10 – 15 years (  ), 15 years and above (   )



SECTIONB
Instruction: Please tick (√) from the options the most appropriate for your response.
KEY: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD)
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA

	A
	D
	SD

	
	CAUSES OF STUDENTS POOR PERFORMANCE IN ENGLISH EXAMINATION
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Students prefer to speak English language than their mother-tongue at school 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Students used of mother-tongue cause problem to their learning of English language 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Non-availability of instructional media/materials and facilities for teaching English language in school leads to poor performance of students in English examination
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Little availability of qualified English language teachers in school affects students performance in English examination
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Improper teaching methods used in teaching English language among English teachers affects students performance in English examination 
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Unavailability of laboratory for teaching English language in school negatively affects the performance of students in English examination 
	
	
	
	

	
	DIFFERENCE IN THE PERFORMANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ENGLISH EXAMINATIONS
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Students from public schools perform poorly in English examination than their counterparts in private school. 
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Attitude of teachers towards the teaching of English subject in public makes students fail in English examination than their counterparts in private school 
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Non-availability of teaching aids for teaching and learning of English subject in public school makes their students perform poorly than their counterparts in private school. 
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Mostly all private schools students performs better in English language external examination than majority of public secondary schools 
	
	
	
	

	
	WAYS OF IMPROVING LEARNING OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOOLS
	
	
	
	

	11
	Provision and appropriate use of instructional media as well as facilities improve learning of English language in school 
	
	
	
	

	12
	Employment of qualified teachers of English language improve learning in secondary school which enhance students academic performance in English examination 
	
	
	
	

	13
	Proper method of teaching by the teachers can improve learning of English language in school
	
	
	
	

	14
	Provision of language laboratory can improve the learning of English language among junior secondary school students
	
	
	
	

	15
	Listening to any English programme by the students can improve their learning of English language in school
	
	
	
	

	16
	Organizing debates in school can improve the learning and performance of students in English language 
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