EFFECT OF EARLY MARRIAGE ON GIRLS CHILD EDUCATION ILORIN WEST L.G.A, KWARA STATE

BY



ABDULKAREEM ROFIAT OPEYEMI
KWCOED/IL/21/1355


A PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATON DEPARTMENT, KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AWARD OF NIGERIA CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION (NCE)

AUGUST, 2024


CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that this project work has been read and approved has meeting the requirements for award of Nigeria Certificate  in Education (NCE) in  Early Childhood Care Education Department, Kwara State College of Education , Ilorin.

Mrs. Adedeji G.B	   		________________	      _________
Project Supervisor			Signature			Date




Mrs. Adedeji G.B			________________	      _________
Head of Department			Signature			Date




Mr. Garuba A.G	 		________________	      _________
Project Co-ordinator			Signature			Date





DEDICATION
	This project is dedicated to Almighty Allah and my lovely parents Mr & Mrs  Abdulkareem


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
All praises belong to the Almighty God who out of his marvelous, manifold and bountiful grace made it possible for our to successfully complete this three years NCE educational programme successfully.
	My profound gratitude goes to my able, capable project supervisor in person of Mrs. Adedeji G.B for her support guidance and close supervision on my project work. May Almighty God protect you and your entire family (Amen).
	My gratitude and appreciation to my beloved parents Alhaji Abdulkareem and Alhaja Memunat for their immense love and support  financially, morally, academically and emotionally and emotionally throughout the period of my study. May Allah continue to bless them. May you reap the fruits of your labour (amen)
 	My acknowledgement is not complete if I fail to  appreciate my siblings: Abdulazeez, Tunde, Roheemat, and lovely people: Aishat, Azeez, Abdulmalik, Abdulqadri, Abdulsalam,  for their contribution both in kind and care May Almighty Allah Reward you. 
Finally, my appreciation goes to my course mates, friends and well wishers 
ABSTRACT
	This study investigated the effect of early marriage on girls child education in Kwara State College of Education Ilorin. The subject used for the research was fourth (40), twenty (20) married and twenty (20) unmarried female students. Questionnaires were administered to the subjects to elicit information on the student personal data. The students and their parents’ attitudes towards formal educational, their academics performance. Three hypotheses were tested by means of Chi-square statistical method. The findings of this study show that there are no significance differences between students who drop out of schools and their financial comfort.	The findings of this study are comparatively in conformity with the findings of the literature reviewed, implications, recommendations and suggestion of study for formal research in school were also made.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
A global reproductive survey (UDHS, 2006) Revealed that 30-56% of the women in developing countries marry before the age of 11 years, with the highest percentage in Nigeria (Singh et al. 2006). Birth and marriage is the standard trio of key events in most people’s lives. The only one-marriage is a matter of choice. Yet many girls enter marriage without any chance of exercising their right to choose. Some are forced into marriage at a very early age, while others are simply too young to take an informed decision about their marriage (UNICEF 2001 and 2003). The right to free and full consent to marriage is recognized in the 1941 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and in many other human rights instruments. Child marriage is a violation of human rights and is prohibited by a number of international conventions and other instruments, (UNICEF 2007)
Early motherhood in Nigeria has been the subject of a growing number of research studies, projects and intervention programs in the state. Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin girls in General marry at a much earlier age than the institution, leading to early pregnancies. Surveys carried out in Nigeria offer alarming illustrations. In Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin  for example, according to the 2003 health and demographic survey (HDS), 56% of the girl aged between 16-20 were married before the age of 15 years. Boyden, et al (2012).
In Nigeria areas especially Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin, the median age of marriage was 14-444 for women aged 20-34 in both the 2001 UDHS and the 2006 UDHS (UBOS and Macro-international 2009). In Nigeria according to the 2001 UDHS, 94% of the women aged 23- 27 have been married at least once. In a review of data from 61 developing countries , the international centre for research on women (ICRW 2012) found out that Nigeria  is ranked the 9th in terms of the high proportion of girls who are married before 11 years (Jam and Kruz,2011).
This ranking suggests that early marriage is deeply rooted in Nigeria culture and traditions. Global view about early marriages despite the physical damage and the persistent discrimination to young girls, little progress has been made toward ending the practice of child marriage. In fact, the effects threatens to increase with the expanding youth population in developing world. “Child marriage is an appalling violation of human rights and robs girls of their education, health and long-term prospects,” says Babatunde Osotimehin, M.D, Executive Director, UNFPA. “A girl who is married as a child is one whose potential will not be fulfilled. Since many parents and communities also want the very best for their daughters, we must work together and end child marriage.”Girls married young are more vulnerable to intimate partner violence and sexual abuse than those who marry later. ? Complications of pregnancy and childbirth are the leading cause of death in young women aged 15—19. Young girls who marry later and delay pregnancy beyond their adolescence have more chances to stay healthier, to better their education and build a better life for themselves and their families,” says Fluvial Buster, M.D., Assistant Director-General for Family, Women’s and Children’s Health at the World Health Organization. “We have the’ means at our disposal to work together to stop child marriage.”
On March 7, a special session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women will focus on child marriage. The Governments of Nigeria will sponsor the session. It is held in support of Every Woman Every Child, a movement spearheaded by U.N. which aims to save the lives of 16 million women and children by 2015. That session will address the problems created by early marriages and ways to prevent them. More so, a Nigeria mother of five now in her 20s, who was married at 14 to an abusive mother man in his 70s, will describe her experience. If child marriage is not properly addressed, UN Millennium Development Goals 4 & 5 — calling for a three-fourths reduction in maternal mortality and a two-thirds reduction in child deaths by 2015 — will not be met. Child marriage — defined as marriage before the age of 11 — applies to both boys and girls, but the practice is far more common among young girls. 
Child marriage is a global issue but rates vary dramatically, both within and between Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin . In both proportions and numbers, most child marriages take place in Kwara State nearly half of young girls are Kwara state college of education,. Ilorin more than one third of young girls are married by their 16th birthday. What progress has been made to stop the practice has been in Nigeria where families see greater work and education opportunities for young girls.
A violation of the rights of girls  “No girl  should be robbed of her childhood, her  education and health, and her aspirations. Yet today millions of girls are denied their rights each year when they are married as child brides”, Child marriage is increasingly recognized as a violation of the rights of girls for the following reasons:
Effectively ending their education, Blocking any opportunity to gain vocational and life skills, Exposing them to the risks of too-early pregnancy, child bearing, and motherhood before, They are physically and psychologically ready, Increasing their risk of intimate partner sexual violence and HIV infection. “Child marriage is a huge effects in Kwara State 
“Early marriage and child marriage robs the future. Girls lose the opportunity for education. They lose the opportunity to choose their partner and must live with that pain for the rest of their lives.”
The detrimental effects of early child marriage. “Child marriage makes girls far more vulnerable to the profound health risks of early pregnancy and childbirth — just as their babies are more vulnerable to complications associated with Child marriage is related to child betrothal and forced early marriage because of the pregnancy of the girl. In many cases, only one marriage-partner is a child, usually the female. Child marriages are also driven by poverty, bride price, dowry, cultural traditions, laws that allow child marriages, religious and social pressures, regional customs, fear of remaining unmarried, illiteracy, and perceived inability of women to work for money.
Child marriages were common throughout history for a variety of reasons, including poverty, insecurity, as well as for political and financial reasons. Today, child marriages are still fairly widespread in some states in Nigeria. The incidence of child marriage has been falling in most parts of the Nigeria. The state with the highest observed rates of child marriages below the age of 1 I are Kano Kaduna even Kwara state included  


	However, the issue of early marriage is a phenomenon that is damaging the societal economy fabric of the society in Kwara State. Therefore, this study would examine the definition nowadays in Nigeria and to be more precise in Kwara State the issue of early marriage had become very common especially among girls of school age. Some girls get pregnant and drop out of school without completing their education. Many have withdrawn from school by their parents for marriage. Some parents view formal education as exclusively for boys and think that it is waste of time and resources to send girl to school therefore as a result withdraw them for marriage. Marriage is immediately done after seeing her first menstruation, some girls as for their early expose to sexual stimulation experience such as watching sexual film made them to be involved in such activities which may lead to pregnancy and force them to marry early in life without being fully ripe for the institution.
1.2 Statement of the Problem.
Despite the fact that the country has tried to sensitize the nation about the dangers of early marriages the girl child education are being affected by early marriages in the Kwara state.
Many young girls s are being given out in marriage at a young! tender age. Thought the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of joy and celebration and a landmark in adult life.
Sadly, the practice of early marriage has no good results to celebrate. Often, the imposition of a marriage partner upon a child means a girl childhood is cut short as their fundamental rights are compromised (UNICEF, 2012). Young girls are robbed off their youth and required to take on roles which they are not psychologically or physically prepared. Many have no choice about the timing of their marriage and marriage partner. Some are coerced into marriage while others are too young to make an informed decision. Pre-mature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health and well being, education, and civic life participation. Early marriage results into a series of negative consequences for the young girls plus the society in which they live. It’s a violation of human rights in general and girl’s rights in particular. For girls, early marriage has adverse physical, intellectual, psychological, and emotional impacts. It’s thus against this background that the researcher intends to find out the co-relation between early marriage and girl child education 
Purpose of the Study.
The general purpose of the study was to examine the effect of early marriage on girl child education in Early childhood education in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State 
The specific objective of the study was to establish the effect of early marriage on girl child education in Early childhood education in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State 
Specifically
i. To examine the effects of early marriages among students in Early Childhood Education in Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State 
ii. ii. To examine the causes  of early marriages among students in Early Childhood Education Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State 
iii. To find out the possible solutions to early marriages among students in  Early Childhood Education  inIlorin  West LGA Kwara State


Research Questions
i. What are the causes of early marriages in academic performance in Early Childhood Education Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State 
ii. What are the effects of early marriage in Early Childhood Education in Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State 
iii. What are the possible solution to early marriages in academic performance in Early Childhood Education  in Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State.
Research Hypotheses
HO1: is there any significant different between causes of early marriages and academic performance of student in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State 
Ho2: Is there any significant difference between the effects of early marriage and academic performance of students Early Childhood Education in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state
Ho3: Is there any significant difference between early marriages and academic performance  in Ilorin  West LGA Kwara State
Significance of the Study
 The study of significant in widening the knowledge of the researcher, early marriages on the education of both girl children is concerned. This research can help other researchers to obtain more information on the available literature for further studies. The research is useful to help the administration of secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA to identify and design new mechanisms so as effect of early marriage on the  education of girl child in Kwara state as whole.
Delimitation of Study
The study would have covered the Ilorin west LGA, Kwara State.
Definitions of Key Terms 
Polygamy: occurs when a man marries more than one wide
Monogamy: occurs when a man doesn’t marry more than one wife
Adolescent: of a young person) in the process of developing from a child into an adult.
"many parents find it hard to understand their adolescent children"
 Sex: is used to imply a powerful motivator which is not vital to survival of the organism as are food and water, but it is essential to the survival of the species.
Effects: serious difficult that needs attention and thought
Early: is used to refer something happening before the usually arranged or expected time
Marriage: It is socially sanctioned involving two or more people of the opposite sex whose relationship is expected to endure by and time require for relation and birth of children (Daramola, 2019).
Early Marriage: the involvement of the unmeasured people in contractual agreement in term of age and economic state to mention but a few also refer to the union of a man and women who are between the age often twenty as the time of marriage.
Girls Education: The development of girls mentally physically, socially and culturally etc. in Western Education (Daramola 2019).

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter present the review of related literature for this research the following are:
MARRIAGE:
· Factors influence early marriage 
· Problem Associate with early marriage
· Education for a health being
· Parental attitude towards formal education
· Students attitude towards formal education
· Family and students academic achievement and summary of the literature reviewed.
MARRIAGE 
	Marriage in the olden days was achieved highest prestige possible in the tradition of African. Therefore the issue of early marriage was never regarded nor considered as an issue of interest or importance.
	Awoyemi (2017) said marriage is the urine of five persons as husband and wife and the A&B as means through which the community enlarge her population. Aderemi (2020) stated that traditionally marriage of African culture and request one of the life and enforce a man or woman should attain in his or her life time. Otite and Oginowo (2011) stressed that marriage in an essential step towards family formation that the relationship is formal not only between the spouses but also between the kinsmen of the spouses therefore different types of marriage such as Christians, Muslim marriages according to Awoyemi (2017) is done according to law and custom of the society and characterized by receiving traditional blessing by the bride parents and other members of the extended family with presentation of customary gift or right and payment of dowries. According to Bello (2012) Muslim and Christian marriage are contracted to Islam and Christianity doctrines respectively while court marriage follow legal process usually administrated by the marriage register. But today provided more women to years for an expanded horizon of knowledge and to this effect such professions like engineering, law, teaching, journalist, medicine, armed force etc have vouched enviable height in them. Dada (2017) early marriage the normal growth of sexual organs, dusting or characterized child hood gradually brings about the changes organized at puberty and adolescent culminating in menstruation, ovulation and a capacity for motherhood. It is important to note that such psychological and physiological changes are quite mental consequences of hormonal rhythms. Okon (2018) said that in recent years the problems of teenage pregnancy has become very serious. Osalave (2017) state that girls get pregnant, so young and so fast that they do not even have force to learn of the stories of female physiology menstruation teenage pregnancy is a growing serious problem in the country as news Watch (2019) Stated that.
	Abayomi Fajobi, the director of the Planned Parenthood Federation of Nigeria (PPFN) estimates the above 50,00 teenage girls are pregnant every year. According to the former commissioner of Health Federal, Chinyere Nulekidu the problem is pretty serious if you visit some Hospital in Kaduna, Kano and Sokoto you will be into the tragedy that the problem is growing into epidemic proportion he lamented.
	The study conducted by the University of Lagos, Department of Social Studies Shows that although the problem is world wide. The situation in Nigeria is alarming because the majority of the teenage mother enter into marriage pretty early (Fafunwa, 1997) early marriage can therefore be define as a premature hetero sexual constructional agreement either forcefully, voluntary or accidentally.
	In recent time, early marriage resulting from accidental factors it most common in Nigeria although there are still some cultures where girls are wide drawn from post primary school for marriage of where burden is given to the male students by taking a wife for him (Odusile 2016).
FACTORS INFLUENCING EARLY MARRIAGE
	There are some factors that influence the early marriage and those factor including personal, social cultural, religions, political, economic, and societal environment.
	Personal Social Factor: There are many personal societal problem which can make students leaves school prematurely and engage in marriage the adolescents belongs to different social class and the exposure and the group would determine their involvement in anti-social act and sexual exploration. 
Durojaye (1996) noted that the students, in Nigeria suffer from inadequate sex-education from home and this occurs because parents are ignorant on this respect therefore, adolescent rely solely on their own initiative and whatever they can learn from class, and school make pornographic material film etc. this undoubtedly makes the students to suffer in many ways. Among which is complete ignorance about sex education and the sub sequet desire to carryout unwanted pregnancy and early marriage leading to school stoppage abruptly Ikeotunje (2013) opined that lack of guidance and counseling services in schools lead to teenagers seeking sexual exploration from wrong quarters and they later usually count on this ignorance to achieve there intended objective having carnal knowledge of the teenagers.
According to Williams (2013) the needs of school children are enormous therefore the services of a guidance counselor in is paramount to the successful completion of the academic career of the students.
	He went further to say that unfortunately however most teachers do not have the knowledge training and skill adequate to meet the psychological and psychological need of the students. The issue of academic under achievement is worthy of mentioning under the personal societal factors some students classify themselves as under achievement and therefore do not see the school as capable in meeting their aspiration hence they dropout for marriage to last resort to earn a living especially the girls those categories dropout of school of school to achieve this aim (Salami 1991).
ECONOMIC FACTORS: Many families nowadays are experiencing economic hardship there therefore making the parents unable to cope and train children Okon (2019) opined that there are many school age girls roaming the streets hawking or attending school irregularly due to lack of school material. Non-payment of school fees lack of transport fees and money etc and when a teenage girls can not get her basic needs from home and family to satisfy some of those need some time she is likely to find other people outside her family to satisfy some of those need sometimes she pays high price for getting support from other adults.
	Poverty coupled with gross unemployment economic bread winners is the families forced teenage to find for themselves a means for bring early in life and for they may take up additional jobs as water as water to bears parlor, petrol station occupations that expose them to men constantly (News watch, 1989) Oyo (1989) also stated that the parents of such children even encourage their association directly or indirectly with menial financial gains.
CULTURAL FACTORS: Marriage custom and traditional varies from one culture to the other. However, marriage remains a respected and dignified institution in Africa society. In some culture in spite of the advert and influence of western education and civilization, some culture still expects boys and girls to a particular age to enter into marriage contact Sunday time November 28, (1995). According to Obasanjo (1991) it is on record that girls in school are even wives because they have attained marriage age. Culturally many parents are usually force not be discussed openly in the in the present of the adolescent the parent believe that they are letting out the adult secret when discussing the issue of sex with the adolescent.
	Therefore, they keep sealed lips on this issue. The adolescent are just at the point where sexual drives are urgent and since many adult rely on enforcing menstruation at home over strictness and other related factors in the home (parent or moral guardian examples) many motivate adolescent to do exactly what they are told and adduced not to do religion in developing countries like Nigeria. There are many social problem such as high rate crime such as stealing, smoking and disobedience to parents. Daramola (2018) noted that these are due to the parent styles of civilization and granting of many right. Therefore due to  the alarming rate of human political economic organization. As a result this development the child has freedom of worship which may make the religion of the father different from that of the children in some non-literate or semi-literate homes some parent gives their daughter in marriage and highly becomes of his religion differences (Imamdeen, 1994). Although both Christian and Muslim religions favour marriage their stand in marriage is not static. Some religion believes that their daughter must be given out in marriage immediately after her first menstruation observation.
However, civilization has influenced some of religions tenets on marriage including age spouse.
ENVIROMENT FACTORS: Nigeria society is polluted and popularized beyond imagination vices of various natures are parent money and upsurge for material wealth become the older of the day. Adult model have disappeared as an average Nigeria purse wealth vigorously using available means. With in his disposal. The moral decadence is at its highest and sex pregnancies and subsequent only marriage.
Olaleye (2016) said that Nigeria society has lost touch with reality and everybody gears to accumulate wealth by all means.
The Nigeria adolescent therefore grows in their types of polluted environment where pornographic materials and film are sold without and censorship. Those factors sexual exploration and subsequent early marriage because the usual parented care and model have totally vanished.
POLITICAL FACTORS: Knowing fully well that it will have catastrophic effect on students the Federal Government went on changing the school calendar indiscriminately (Imamdeen, 1991) since independence Nigeria has changed it school calendar more than twelve times, on the inconsistency of government educational policy and have it has caused many students to discontinue their education. Enor (2017) stressed that no matter how good government policy is, if it is not in line with education and succeeding government either military or civilian. Its effort are enormous to the recipients.
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY MARRIAGE
Pregnancy among secondary school girls bring sorrow frustration and some time unhappiness not only to the girls themselves but also to their parents a particular danger for young girls and their offspring child mortality are higher in teenage mothers (Lotto, 2017) commenting on tragedy of “Kid wives” Dada (1991) writes in many ways a little girls about 13 years old is not ready to assume the role a wife sexual parental mother and house keeper being ready for marriage is mere than just a chronological, sexually of then financially and definitely, physically before the thought of marriage should be entertained.
According to foege (1993) in his fire ward to family planning method he asserted that traditionally children are of great important to couple throughout the length and breath of African because they are perceived or become aware by many as an affirmation of life a sign of strength and as an economic necessary. However, in discussing adolescent pregnancy or family planning method and practice in African the author makes or claim that marriage at to early age is quite common in African and pregnancy out of wedlock is also becoming a major concern the pregnant adolescents claim suffer from many problems than adult these problem include the medical and social risks of pregnancy adolescent parenthood many increase the incidence of child neglect or abuse, abandonment and infanticide half education for many young people dangerous and illegal abortion which in some case lead to death. The same abortion, causes young women to be abandoned by her family in some traditional Africa society. It was observed that marriage closed to the aged, of maturity is common in many Islamic societies.
According to a recent from 28 African Countries 556 at woman aged 15 to 19 years were marriage the first, but to the world at large 13 delaying the first pregnancy cavity a young women is  matured enough both physically and socially to care for herself and her baby.
EDUCATION FOR A HEALTHY LIVING
As the Western formal education was introduced in Nigeria a new bread of education elites flourished prior to 1845 when school was first introduce. According to Ezemen (2013) the highest status in many communities used to be that traditional rule entitle Oba, Orire, Emire etc. with the advert of school education in African the status of the Obi gave way a new class of people (education elites) now enjoying high prestige and authority.
The effect of this state affairs was that the son of the traditional rule universally down the social scale (because of lack of education) while many comers including slaves who were processed by the white man factory (the school) experienced a new type of upward social mobility in Nigeria society. Thus, the new status were achieved and not ascribed and those who achieved. The transferred it to their offspring by providing them with the perquisite. Unwen (1990) says educated girls can pass it to their children, the possibility of being happy in curriculum conference asserted that the greatest problem that present themselves in woman. Education is mostly based in their home background religion as well as the social community sanction she continued that children are brought up right from the beginning with some feeling against western education particularly in the far north. For this most women or girls are forced to go to school for which they have alredy cultivation traditional prejudice.
She explain that it must be born in mind that in developing society education is meant for all people we cannot development for long if the progress of the society is to be achieved. In our life time Omololu (1989) remarked that an educated woman is in a better position to appreciate the culture of her country than a non-educated women, Moss(1985) in the journal of marriage and the family conceptualized that marriage occur earlier in agricultural societies the age of first marriage occur earlier in agricultural societies the age of first marriage moves upwards as a country become mover industrialized “she further says” the nature of the school population is challenging with longer school attendance of cultural and ethnic group characterized by illegimacy and early marriage. There has been a definite shift in major cities since 1940 to accommodate higher percentage of the youth who are married are mothers or are pregnant. This is varies by region being least restrictive in the West Coast and most restrictive in the South East.
The success of the current educational system will largely depend on how our parent and youth bilaterally agree to make it functional Adolescent characteristics and early marriage. Mukherige (1998) has come out with consensuses view of psychologist on the issue of adolescent characteristic to many psychologist. The period of adolescent characteristics to many psychologist. The period of adolescent is viewed as a period of crises, stress and storm crises develop from the onset of puberty in manifested in bodily changes and secretion of hormones and physical maturity is still to come. 
Girls after puberty tend to become heavier as their breasts and hips take rounder and more femine shapes frequently undertake (Odiasee, 1998) in a study to show the rate of sexual activities among Nigeria school girls found out that 21.1% not the population of the population of the study had their first intercourse before the age of 14 while 556 before. The 16 in another study to asses the adolescent sexuality in Nigeria Ladipo Nicholas etal (1983) 1,800 married couples were used 959 male and 841 female in Ibadan.
The age range was between 14 and 25 years they were mostly from secondary school, polytechnics and university the result of the study indicated widespread approval of premarital sex contraceptives awareness and interest but limited knowledge on reproductive  the result of the study also show that sexual experience increased with age, 6190 of female were survived had sex by age, 18 and 49% of female were sexually active female reported having been pregnant at least once, 88% of which  were ferminated by abortion despite this high rate of adolescent sexually suggested by this study.
The most education institution and health institution lack serves especially at the puberty and prepuces phase of the adolescent girls dance and counseling Armstrong (1968). In another study recognized that all teenage marriage 40% involves premarital pregnancy and 80% in divorce. He indicated that individual who marry under the age of twenty one (21) may not have attained the level of emotional social and economic independence required for intimate relationship as marriage as a result of which problem may arise in the light of the above. Velabo (1994) and Kanther (1987) enumerated a biophysical and social consequence as marital instability before closed educational setbacks.
PARENT ATTITUDE TOWARDS FORMAL EDUCATION
Mukherige (2018) defined attitude to be one feeling thought and predisposition to behave in same particular manner towards some aspect to behave in same particular manner towards some aspect of one environment. Some parents have negative attitudes towards education and even regarded female education as waste of resources. Adews (2016) has explained that most parents consider the education of the women as waste of resources since they will end up as house wives Aishat (1994) estimated that more than 70% of Nigeria women can neither read nor write Umon (1996) also epitomized the education dichotomy between men and women education in Nigeria. According to him women out number men in Nigeria Population by a ratio of a least 2:1 they (women) are out numbered by men in Nigeria Universities by ratio of 3:1 the reason for the under representation of women in Higher Education has been traced to amble factor.
Otten by (2019) in his study discovered that most men prefer to marry illiterate or semi-educated women because they cost less and are obedient to their husband and her in laws. Ipaye (1993) has ascertained that the influence of parents on the stand and value of their children is supreme the discussion of Shan George and actress with Chief Goke Jayesimi the editor of heart magazine on early marriage revealed that she was forced to marry at a tender age 13 confessed that her parent at 16 she had be come a mother, they do not see the value of educating girls because after the education she will go to serve her husband. Her ambition when in secondary school according to her was to become a lawyer or later in life to appear on a screen as first lady? Unfortunately she was forced into an early marriage though her husband promised she will continue her education but after a few year after two kids he denied her this and she was frustrated and the marriage crashed heart. May 14th 2001.
It could be inferred therefore that parent attitude count much on the education of both male and female it should be noted that most early marriage could not be possible without the influence of the parents.
Student Attitude Towards Formal Education
Individual students can only form and show his/ her attitude through interaction and experience received from his/her immediate environment. According to World Bank (1990) report in respect of ethical or Gesthetic value as in respect economic and other consideration promote attitude which encourage individual to discipline themselves first of all in order to play a positive role in collective action to improve it.
The above view depicts that student attitudes towards or against certain value in the society such as formal education has some relationship or rather with family back ground. Akinboge (1994), indicate that children from literate homes are likely to do better than children from illiterate homes because of environmental factors further more he has noted through his research work that negative attitude towards the formal education is acculturated. If parents are poor, have the largest number of children from school and where they become victims of drop out.
A female student may engage in early marriage as a result of her negative attitude towards formal education while those who are not encourage by parent’s peers and environments are likely to developed negative attitude towards formal education.
Family And Student Academic Achievement 
 Some parents are ambitious for their children particularly in academic achievement but this attainment depend on  the family and the degree of concern the parent has for the individual family member it is possible that in small family the child is closer touch with his/her parent and habitually uses move grow up language and ideas than he she would use if she/her were to be with a battalion of sibling brothers and sister especially in polygamous homes.
Morge Banks and Welbra (1994) indicated that the amount of parental attention which each children receives, decrease as the number of children successive in such a way that each additional given to each would be 1006, 506 and 206 respectively.
Thus a single child in a family may be very high in achievement test because he receives all available parental attention and situation.
On the other hand a child with four siblings may have lower test scores because he receives about one fifty of the available parental stimulation with field (1990) stated that some of the suffering and inhibition or retained development among children is related to the nature of adult care and behavior which they experience.
In a large family where a child was announced received poor care it could result to a feeling of not being love or accepted serious negative emotion such as shame fear and anxiety usually accompanied a family crisis entitles redefinition of note premature, school abandonment in polygamous family within marry children will not be met. As a result of this some parent show negative attitude towards girls education and therefore portage responsibilities she abandon her education to become a house wife and engaging in petty trading to keep her body and soul together, in Asa Local Government Area of Kwara State Polygamous life is mostly affected their children education. It could be suggested that there should be a good orientation for the youth and parent to change their disinclination, towards girls education.
Summary of The Literature Reviewed
From the above related literature it could be understand that various factor have been identified to be contributing to early marriage and instability of marriage which negatively to early marriage and instability of marriage which negatively to early effect formal education of the affected girls. There include sex, money, love, poverty unexpected pregnancies, parental decision, husband decision, social, cultural and religious factor. The majority of the students who marry early show some degree to negative inclination towards formal education. First and foremost, the matrimonial life of husband and wife generality involves sharing of love among couple this is even enough for married student to make a way their wind from formal education in the case of parent who has negative attitude towards girls education, this is because some of them don’t believe in sending girls to school they see nothing good in educating girls because it is their thought that after their education she will go and serve her husband. Once the student (female) of such parents should marry early or impregnated when she is still in the school, the parent fold their arms and refuse to allow her to continue her education even after delivery. The husband on the other hand may deny his wife for any further education after marriage due to many reasons best know to him therefore, her involvement in this institution called marriage may surely hinder her from attaining the maximum education. The girls who married so early in life without completing her education to the lilies such as feeding the family do things, healthcare needs to mention but fem in order to meet these needs and demands of family the married students involve especially those who do not come from rich family need to get some work done which may cast her mind away from the early stage of her education pursuit but matrimonial involvement may dead her to end up her education. Also psychological and emotional problem faced by the students involved in early marriage may not allow her to do well in her educational career.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
Research Design
This chapter gives defined information on the design of this study sample and sampling techniques. In addition to this chapter the clues reliability and validity of the instrument used for data collection and data collection and data analysis procedures.
The research design used for this study is the survey method where questionnaire will be need to collect information on the effect of early marriage  on girl child education in Ilorin west LGA.
It will also elicit information about students and parents attitude towards formal education the survey method and the questionnaire approach as means to give the respondent freedom by expressing their mind on each item provided in the questionnaire.
Population
The observe subject use for this study was the student from the selected school in  Ilorin West LGA . The research uses the propose random sampling technicians so as to entire adequate representation of each schools: Arts, Sciences, Vocational and Languages.
Sample and Sampling Technique
This study was conducted in Ten-selected Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State these schools are:
1. Ilorin Grammar School
2. Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin
3. Government secondary school Adewole
Research Instrument
The research used only questionnaire as a mean of collecting data the students the questionnaire was designed in such a ways that respondent checked statements that were most appropriate to them the questionnaire was in four section A,B,C, and D.
Section A, was designed to collect the decant information about the respondents e.g. Name of students Name of school, age, sex, religion and some other parent data B’ was designed to enable the respondents rate them salve as to whether they section with a “Strongly Agree, Agree, Strongly Disagree and Disagree answer as are goods, section B’ space were provide for the respondents in section B provision was made to Enid out the academic achievement of both married and non married female student they are to tick the items that was not applicable to them.
Validity of the Instrument
The content validity of the instrument was established this was done by giving the questionnaire to the researches supervisor and three other lecture in the department of social studies for separating and possible amendment for other correction and suggestion were co-fordable into the final form of the instrument which was deemed to have sample all of the possible content area


Reliability of the Instrument 
In order to have reliability of the response gives by the student use for the study the research carried out a test retest reliability procedures using a sex wakes internal. A reliability co-efficient of 0.85 was found this result make the instrument reliable enough for the study.
Administration of the Instrument 
The research personally administered the questionnaire to the teacher’s respondent after the permission has been sought from the concern school authorities. The research interested with the respondents and explained questions that not well understood. Enough time was also given to each respondent to respond to all items on this questionnaire.
Data Analysis
The statistic package for Social science to test research question while chi-square statistical method was used to determine whether there is any statistical significant difference in the case of the stated hypothesis. (Chi-Square)


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
	This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of data collected in respect to the research questions and hypotheses formulated for this study, the result of the data analyzed for the research questions were presented first, followed by the hypotheses tested for the study.
Demographic data
Table 1: Distribution by sex
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	Male Nil            
Female
Total
	
40
40
	
100
100
	
100
100
	
100
100


Source: Field Survey 2024
The result of the respondents show that 100% of respondents were only female respectively because of the nature of research girl-child education 
Table 2: distribution of the marital status
	Marital Status 
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	Married
Single            Total
	10
30
40
	25
75
100
	25
75
100
	25
75
100


Source: Field Survey 2024
The result of the respondents show that 25% of respondents married while 75% respondents are divorce respectively


Frequency table 
Table 3: Are you now schooling because of your friends who schooling?
	Opinion 
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	10
	25
	25
	25

	A
	10
	25
	25
	50

	SD
	8
	20
	20
	70

	D
	12
	30
	30
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The data in table 3 shows respondents according to schooling because of your friend’s school. It could be observed that 20 (50%) respondent were strongly agreed and agreed respectively, 20(50%) respondents were strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively.
Table 4:  Female students drop out because of financial reason?
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	15
	37.5
	37.5
	37.7

	A
	12
	30
	30
	67.5

	SD
	8
	20
	20
	87.5

	D
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	100

	TOTAL
	30
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The data in table 4 shows respondents to female students drop out because of financial reason, 15(37.5%) strongly agree and 12(30%) agreed while 8(20%) strongly disagreed and 5(12.5%) disagreed, the respondent shows that financial reason contribute to girl child.

Table 5: Are you schooling because you want to seek knowledge and live a better life in future
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	10
	25
	25
	25

	A
	20
	50
	50
	75

	SD
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	87.5

	D
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 5 reveals that 10(25%) strongly agree, 20(50%) agreed that girls are schooling because you want to seek knowledge and live a better life in future while 5(10%) strongly disagreed and 5(10%)  disagreed to the motion 
Table 6: Teenage pregnancy in school student leads to students drop out?
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	15
	37.5
	37.5
	37.5

	A
	12
	30
	30
	67.5

	SD
	12
	30
	30
	97.5

	D
	1
	2.5
	2.5
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 6 reveals that 15(37.5%) strongly agree,12(30%) agreed that teenage pregnancy in school students  lead to student drop out while 12(30%) strongly disagreed and 1(2.5%)  disagreed to the motion 


Table 7: The kind of attitude my father puts up whenever am sick is that am not important as male child  
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	10
	25
	25
	25

	A
	10
	25
	25
	50

	SD
	15
	37.5
	37.5
	87.5

	D
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 7 reveals that  the kind attitude my father put up whenever am sick is that am not important as male child, 10(25%) strongly agree,10(20%) strongly agree and agreed respectively, while  15(37.5%) and 5(12.5%)  strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion 
Table 8: The report sheet by the school is checked by my parents?
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	14
	35
	35
	35

	A
	6
	15
	15
	50

	SD
	8
	20
	20
	70

	D
	12
	30
	30
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 8 reveals that  the reports sheet by the school is checked by my parents  14(35%) strongly agree,6(15%) strongly agree and agreed respectively, while  8(20%) and 12(12.5%)  strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion 


Table 9: Did you come to school late because your family responsibility?
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	14
	35
	35
	35

	A
	6
	15
	15
	50

	SD
	18
	45
	45
	95

	D
	2
	5
	5
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 9 reveals that did you come to school late because of family responsibility  14(35%) strongly agree,6(15%) strongly agree and agreed respectively, while  8(20%) and 12(12.5%)  strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion 
Table 10: Are you schooling because you want to become an important person?
	Opinion
	Frequency
	Percentage
	Valid percent
	Cumulative percent

	SA
	15
	37.5
	37.5
	37.5

	A
	15
	37.5
	37.5
	75

	SD
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	87.5

	D
	5
	12.5
	12.5
	100

	TOTAL
	40
	100
	100
	


Source: Field Survey 2024
The table 10 reveals that schooling because you want to become an important person 15(37.5%) strongly agree,15(37.5%) strongly agree and agreed respectively, while  5(12.5%) and 5(12.5%)  strongly disagreed and disagreed to the motion. 
Hypothesis testing 
Hypothesis 1: is there any significant different between causes of early marriages in academic performance in Ilorin West LGA
Table 11	Chi-square (χ²) results showing causes of early marriage
	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Agree
	30
	25
	
1
	
2.666
	
3.841
	Ho1
Accepted

	Disagree
	10
	15
	
	
	
	



Table 11 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of 2.66 is lesser than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant difference; hence, the hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is significant difference in causes of early marriages in academic performance in Ilorin West LGA
 .
Hypothesis 2: Is there any significant difference between the effects of early marriage and performance of students in Ilorin West LGA
Table 12:Chi-square (χ²) results showing effects of early marriage
	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Agree
	35
	30
	
1
	
3.33
	
3.841
	
Ho2 is accepted

	Disagree
	3
	10
	
	
	
	



Table 12 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of  3.333 is lesser than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant influence; hence, the hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is significant there is significant difference between the effects of early marriage and performance of students in Ilorin West LGA.
Hypothesis 3:  Is there any significant difference between early marriages in academic performance Ilorin West LGA.
Table13:	Chi-square (χ²) results showing parental occupation on academic performance  of student
	Variables
	Observed 
	Expected 
	Degree of freedom
	X2 cal value
	X2 table value
	Remark

	Agree
	30
	25
	
1
	
2.666
	
3.841
	Ho3 is accepted

	Disagree
	10
	15
	
	
	
	



Table 13 above shows that the χ2 calculated value of 2.666 is lesser than the χ2 table value of 3.841 with a corresponding p-value of 0.01 which is less at 0.05 alpha level. This indicates that there is significant influence; hence, the hypothesis is rejected. This indicates that there is significant difference significant difference between early marriages in academic performance Ilorin West LGA.
Discussion of the Result
It is obvious from the result obtained from the data analyzed that there are effect of early marriage on girl-child .. This is in accordance with Konku (2001) said that many students grow up with the false notion that  early marriage help girl child according  to religion.
The result of the respondents show that 100% of respondents were only female respectively because of the nature of research girl-child education. The result of the respondents show that 25% of respondents  married while 75%  respondents are divorce respectively
The data in table 3 shows respondents according to schooling because of your friends school. It could be observed that 20 (50%) respondent  were strongly agreed and agreed respectively, 20(50%)  respondents were strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. The data in table 4 shows respondents to female students drop out because of financial reason, 15(37.5%)  strongly agree and 12(30%) agreed while 8(20%) strongly disagreed and 5(12.5%) disagreed, the respondent shows that financial reason contribute to girl child.
According to Obasanjo (2012), it is on record that girls are even withdraw by their parents to be given to their husbands because they have attained marriage age.


CHAPTER FIVE
5.0 SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 SUMMARY
	This chapter is divided into six parts. The first part is a summary of the study the second part discusses the result who the third part deals with conclusion. The fourth part explain the implication of the study and fifty deals with recommendations while the last part contains suggestions for multi-purpose research exercise for the present and future use.
	The study examined the effect of early marriage on girls education with particular references to secondary school in as a Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
	In the recent past the youth and the parents preterm early marriage in girls in schools than their education as a result marry female students indulge them in any wedlock.
	Thereby distracting their attention from academic activities of the school some of these female student consequently dropped out of school because of maintain responsibilities in this study of focus was on the attitude of the female students who married early. Other female students their parents and how these influence them formal education the females students are not married according to the study tends to have positive attitudes toward formal education than their counter for part who married early to make the discussion the finding that emanated from the study more under stared the discussion one after one other fourthly the result of the hypothesis one (HO) as presented in table 2 shows that there is significant difference between the attitude of female towards formal education many female student who married early show some degree of negative attitude toward. Formal education that is in him with the filling of wit field (1980) that some adolescence girl’s education pursuit bet matrimonial involvement may lead them to end up their education abruptly.
	Also psychological and emotional problem fenced by the student involved in early marriage may not allow them to well in their educational care. This wit fielded (1980) said further that early matrimonial affiliation always bring negative attitudes toward girls education which might be as a result of many other problems dermal and involvement attached to of which may not allow the girls concentrated if perform millrun their education pursuit and thereby eventually withdraw from school
	Secondary the design of the hypothesis (h b) revealed a significant difference between the rate of female students who dropped out of school because of marital reason the majority of the respondents indicated that finance problems cents to drop outs of school of female students. This agree with the respiration of news watch (1989) which stated that poverty coupled with grass unemployment economic recession death of significant person in the famishes forced hangers to find for them selling a means for living early in life and they make take up additional jobs as waters in beers restaurant, petrol stations occupations that expose them to men constantly. Oyo (1989) also started that the parents of such children even encourage their association direct or indirectly with men for financial gains in News watch (1983) it was also observed that those cannot get jobs or do not of their need for victims to men throw money at them eventually those men will in turn demand for sexual relationship from the girls which may end in her getting pregnant early in life.
5.2    CONCLUSION
	It can be concluded from this study that early marriage of formal education and academic. It can also be observed that negative attitude marriage female student and that of their parents effect their formal education. It seems that the way of creating positive attitude towards education should be focus of every individual. In order to meet the Nigeria main objective the findings also should that early marriage of female students bring more expenses to the student and their parent as regard finance, clothing, Healthcare feeding and security these will in no doubt result into school alternatively Therefore our young starts and parent school post four gratification or prestige in any formal education.
5.3    IMPLICATION OF THE STUDY
	By the implication therefore become imperative that adequate sex education should be gourmet both female and male student in the school to avoid early pregnancy.
5.4  RECOMMENDATIONS
	The findings of this study have indicated that early marriage of female students affect their education this is to say that female students who married early are likely to be negatively affected in their academic pursuit been use of various responsibilities that may face on the other hand the result obtained from this study has also show that single female students who married early based on these crucial foundry.
The following recommendations are made:
1. Parents should desist from avoiding their daughter early married for whatever reason this neither help the parent more the children.
2. Parents should take preterm care of their children and treat them with affected by qualitative education for both their male and female children in order to become good citizens and leaders of tomorrows
3. Sex education should be included in the secondary school curriculum and should be taught by qualified personnel
4. Government should lighten the burden of parents by making education free and subsiding school material I.e. back since the study revealed that some adolescent and married female student dropped out of school because there was no fund to continue their education
5. Government should make use of media house and news agent at federal and state level to educate parent and young state on the needs for qualitative education and discourage their idea of early marriage
6. Adolescents should be made to understand what married life entails when they are aware of if there is hope that they will be scared from rush into premature marriage which may have adverse effects on their educational pursuit
7. Marriage seminars/ symposia should be organized as annual events at the last stage of the secondary school education
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QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE EFFECT OF EARLY
MARRIAGE ON GIRLS CHILD EDUCATIONS
Dear Respondent,
	This questionnaire has be designed to facilitate research in the effects of early marriage on girl’s education.
	All information given by the respondents shall be treated confidentially. I therefore solicit for your maximum co-operation  you may tick (v) or write necessary.
SECTIONS A: Personal information
Name of school………………………………………………………..
Sex: Male (     )   Female (      )
 Age …………………………………………………………….
Marital Status …………………………..……………………………
Father’s Name …………………………………….………………….
Father’s occupation ………………………………..…………………..
Mother’s Name ….………………………………………………………
Mother’s Occupation ……………………………………………………


SECTION B
Direction: Kindly tick () the appropriate column to indicate your level of agreement with each of the items using the following scale marked SA, A, D and SD where:
SA	= Strongly agree
A	=	Agree
D	=	Disagree
SD	=	Strongly Disagree 
	
S/N
	ITEMS 
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Are you now schooling because of your friends who schooling?
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Female students drop out because of financial reason?
	
	
	
	

	3
	Are you schooling because you want to seek knowledge and live a better life in future
	
	
	
	

	4
	Teenage pregnancy in school student leads to student’s drop out? 
	
	
	
	

	5
	The kind of attitude my father puts up whenever am sick is that
	
	
	
	

	6
	The report sheet by the school is checked by my parents?
	
	
	
	

	7
	The total number of your brothers and sisters who are still in secondary schools ranges from? 

	
	
	
	

	8
	Did you come to school late because your family responsibility?
	
	
	
	

	8
	Are you schooling because you want to become an important person?
	
	
	
	

	9
	The kind of attitude my father puts up whenever am sick is that?
	
	
	
	

	10
	The kind of attitude my father puts up whenever am sick is that
	
	
	
	






Formular 
X2=  (0-e)2
	    e

O = Observed values
E=  expected values 
Hypotheses 1
	
	Observed 
	Expected 
	o-e
	(o-e)2
    E

	Agree
	30
	25
	5
	25/25=1

	Disagree
	10
	15
	-5
	-25/15=1.666

	Total 
	40
	40
	0
	2.666



Calculate the X2 using the formular X2 =  (0-e)2
	 				  	        e

X2 = (30-25)2  + (10-15) 2 = 52 +  -52
         25	     	 15	    25       15	
 01 + 1.666  = 2.666
Critical d. value of x2 at 0.05 level of significant & Df 1. This gives us 2.666
Ho is rejected since the calculated x2 is more than the critical value

Hypotheses 2
	
	Observed 
	Expected 
	o-e
	(o-e)2
    E

	Agree
	35
	30
	5
	25/30 = 0.833

	Disagree
	5
	10
	-5
	-25/10=2.5

	 Total 
	40
	40
	0
	3.33


Calculate the X2 using the formular X2 =  (0-e)2
	 				   e
X2 = (35-30)2  + (5-10) 2 = -52 +  -52
	30	   10	   30    10	

= 0.833 +2.5 = 3.33
Critical d. value of x2 at 0.05 level of significant & Df 1. This gives us 3.33
Ho is rejected since the calculated x2 is more than the critical value
Hypotheses 3
	
	Observed 
	Expected 
	o-e
	(o-e)2
    E

	Agree
	30
	25
	5
	25/25 = 1

	Disagree
	10
	15
	-5
	25/15 =1.666

	Total 
	40
	40
	0
	2.666


Calculate the X2 using the Formular X2 =  (0-e)2
	 				   e
X2 = (30-25)2  + (10-15) 2 = 52 + - 52
	25	      15         25     15	
=  1 + 1.666 =2.66
Critical d. value of x2 at 0.05 level of significant & Df 1. This gives us 2.66
Ho  is rejected since the calculated x2 is more than the critical value1`

