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ABSTRACT
The Local governments in established federal systems like Nigeria are created to provide basic and fundamental services to the people which includes but not limited to public goods such as primary health services, social amenities, bringing government closer to the people through political participation. More importantly, the local government amongst the aforementioned functions is charged with the task of providing education at the primary level which has been undermined by challenges such as finances, political interference and constitutional limitations. given the foregoing position, this study is an assessment of the challenges undermining primary education delivery and development in Ilorin West Local government of Kwara State within the light of examining the extent at which the shortage of funding affects the development of primary education; investigate the constraints that constitutional provisions poses on the development of primary education and examine the place of politicization of local government council leaders affect primary education development in Ilorin West Local government of Kwara State. Relying on the quantitative methodology, primary data were generated for this study from structured questionnaire distributed to selected 341 respondents using the Taro Yamani statistical formula. Furthermore, respondents were selected from amongst the head teachers’ cadre across the study area and other stakeholders in the local government area responsible for undertaking the task of delivering primary education in the local government. The study recommended amongst others that adequate funding should be made available for the development of primary education, amendments of the constitution should be considered in order for local government to have its full autonomy and local government education authority should be devoid of political interference 
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