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ABSTRACT
The study examined the influence of early marriage on academic performance of biology female student in colleges of education in kwara state. Related literature using journals and articles. Descriptive survey research method was used. The target population comprised students of colleges of education were a structured questionnaire was designed as the instrument for data collection. Frequency and percentage were adopted to analyse the data obtained from respondents. The study revealed that early marriage of girls  derives them the opportunity for personal development as well as their right to full well-being, education, and civic life participation. It also result to series of negative consequences. Early marriage lead to neglect of girl child education and affect the academic performances and lead to dropout of most students. The study therefore, recommends that the government should lauch an awareness campaigns on media about the benefits of girls  education and negative effects of early marriage.The government and educational administrators should come up with a policy to formulate law forbidding early marriage and enforce sanctions on perpetrator of this human right abuse after proper adjudication.
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CHAPTERONE
INTRODUCTION

Background to the study

      
Child marriage is defined by the World Health Organization (2020) as the period 15 and 19 years of age when girls contract a permanent sexual relationship. At both global and national levels, there has been growing concern about girl-child marriage age (UNICEF, 2021). Although uncommon in most developed countries, early marriages are still prevalent in developing countries around the world. In Katsina State, marriages among young girls are still a very serious problem particularly in rural areas and poor populations in urban areas. Research and literature have exposed a good number of factors for early marriages in the world and Katsina State in particular. These factors range from traditions and customs, religious ties and ignorance of the human rights. Also, early marriage is considered as a means of protecting girls from early sexuality, pregnancy and HIV/AIDS. This is because children themselves, according to existing literature have no decisions regarding their own marriage.

     The term early marriage is used to refer to both formal marriages and informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if marriage before the age of 18 years (UNICEF, 2005). For UNIFPA (2006) early marriage is also known as child marriage and is defined as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years, before the girl is physically, physiologically and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and childbearing. However, most of early marriages are arranged and based on the consent of parents and often fail to ensure the best interests of the girl child. Lack of an overarching definition of early marriage in international convention has generated some debate. Some scholars and activists argue that instead of looking for a universal age at which girls and boys should not marry, the  focus should be put instead on eliminating the unwanted effects of early marriage. Bunting (2019) proposes that governments should be allowed to set the age of marriage below 18 years of age, but that the onus is on them to demonstrate that this lower age does not result in any discrimination or adverse consequences for women. It is against this background the researcher observed that despite nationnal laws and international agreements forbidding early marriages, this phenomenon is still widespread in northern part of Nigeria especially in Katsina State. Similarly, to the other parts of Nigeria, Katsina State has rampant cases of school drop-outs due to early marriages among teenage girls. UNICEF report of (2022) cited poverty and lack of economic opportunities for girls in rural areas as major factors leading to girl-child marriages with some parents still viewing girls as an economic burden to be hastily disposed of or a valued asset exchangeable for goods, money and livestock Singh & Samara, (2021). 

Poverty is one of the major factors underpinning early marriage. Where poverty is acute, a young girl may be regarded as an economic asset. Parents encourage marrying out their daughters while they are still children in hope that marriage will benefit them both economically and socially, while also relieving financial burdens on the family. In many contexts child marriage is legitimized by patriarchy and related family structures, which ensure that marriage transfers a father‟s role over his girl child to her future spouse. The marriage or betrothal of children in Katsina and other parts of Nigeria is valued as a means of consolidating powerful relations between families, for seal deals over land or other property, or even for settling disputes (UNIFPA, 2020). The strong religious message also enforces the view that marrying early is best as supported by the following views of religious scholars.

  
 Apart from the fact that parents do give this girl child out on marriage early, thus impeding their chances of education, it is observed likewise that, there are instances where the females themselves bear themselves poor self concepts of being unable to cope with challenges of modern impressions society placed on them. This then becomes a very serious impediments to their learning and educational pursuits. There is a populate belief in society that modern education only emphasizes instrumental goals, that is, that it is mainly employment oriented. Therefore when learners complete educational programmes without commensurate assurance for modern sector jobs, society sees a mismatch and lack of energy. This discourages participation, given that no serious meaning is ever attached to learning itself. Similarly, schools do not teach skills that may help learners to become self reliant and gain self employment from their formal training.

Moreover, the female child sometimes agree to their parental ideas as regard getting married at a very early stage of life, tentatively because or the knowledge they have acquired that all perspective of education is masculine in nature (Kyori, and  Ayodele, 2014) Because low levels of schooling among young married girls can also be linked to common factors related to poverty and backward traditional settings, the early marriage-education relationship is likely to be endogenously determined. Unfortunately, there is a lack of large quantitative studies on the link of age of marriage and women's education. The few country-specific studies exclude the effects that country and the community characteristics have on the association between early marriage and schooling. 

Ladan 2021 explain how much of school dropout can be related to child marriage and early pregnancy in some African countries, however their empirical approach does account for endogeneity. Field and Ambrus (2022) employ a rigorous instrumental variables (IV) approach to address endogeneity of marriage and schooling decisions but their focus is on rural Bangladesh.

Ladan 2021, attempt to answer the following questions: Do the negative association of early marriage and women's educational attainment reflect unmeasured characteristics or the true consequence of young females' choices? Which indirect channels reinforce the lack of schooling achieved among young married women? We estimate the global regional effect that delaying the age of marriage has on three educational outcomes for women: years of education, literacy rates and lower secondary school dropout in 36 countries from the SSA and SWA regions (Ladan 2021). We fill the gap in the literature of early marriage and schooling by providing new evidence on robust global regional effects for a large group of countries than has previously been done and by examining the crucial role played by the community where most marriage arrangements take place.

We also offer new insights on country and community determinants as mechanisms of transmission of "education poverty" from early marriage. For instance, whether there is a differential effect of conflict, institutional quality on the linkage of early marriage and schooling between countries or whether indirect channels (such as deprived health, low women's empowerment within households) may be additionally operating on the likelihood that young brides obtain low levels of schooling achievement in certain countries.

To evaluate the effect of timing of early marriage (i.e., the effect of postponing early marriage by one year) as well as the decision to marry early (i.e., to marry before age 18) have on women's schooling at the regional level, we apply a standard OLS procedure and an IV approach to account for the endogeneity early marriage driven by socio-economic and cultural factors. Our analysis, however, has the typical caveats of cross-section IV analysis: results show conditional statistical correlations rather than causality and there is also difficult to fully claim that instruments are strictly exogenous.

Statement of the Problem

In addition to educational setback, early marriage vastly increases risk of maternal and neonatal mortality and is a leading cause of pregnancy-related deaths for 15-19-year-old girls world-wide. Despite the fact that the country has tried to sensitize the nation about the dangers of early marriages, the girl education are being affected by early marriages in the country. Many young girls are being given out in marriage at a young! tender age. Thought the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of joy and celebration and a landmark in adult life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage has no good results to celebrate. Often, the imposition of a marriage partner upon a child means a girl  childhood is cut short as their fundamental rights are compromised (UNICEF, 2012 and Le FeVre, Quiroga and Murphy 2006). Young girls are robbed off their youth and required to take on roles which they are not psychologically or physically prepared. Many have no choice about the timing of their marriage and marriage partner. Some are coerced into marriage while others are too young to make an informed decision. Pre-mature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health and wellbeing, education, and civic life participation.

Early marriage results into a series of negative consequences for the young girls plus, the society in which they live. It’s a violation of human rights in general and girl’s rights in particular. For girls early marriage has adverse physical, intellectual, Psychological and emotional impacts. Its thus against this background that the researcher intends to find out the co-relation between early marriage and female students performance colleges of education 

Purpose of the study.

The overall purpose of the study is to examine the influence of early marriages on the education of girl child in Ilorin metropolis

Specific Objectives

i. To find out the causes of early marriages among females students  in colleges of education in  Ilorin

ii.  To examine the effects of early marriages in the performance of females students  in colleges of education in  Ilorin

iii. To find out the possible solutions to early marriages among females students  in colleges of education in  Ilorin

Research Questions.

The following research question will be answered in this study

1.  What are the causes of early marriages among girls’ students in institution in Ilorin?

2.  What are the effects of early marriages among girls’ students in institution in Ilorin?

3. What are the possible solutions to early marriages among girls’ students in institution in Ilorin?

Research Hypothesis 

Is there any relationship with early marriage and female student’s academic performance

Significance of the Study 

The study is significant in widening the knowledge of the researcher early marriages on the Education of girl child is concerned. This research can help other researchers to obtain more information on the available literature for further studies.  The research is useful to help the administration in institution to identify and design new mechanisms so as stop early marriages in schools. The study can be used in making Informed decisions in policy formulations and in the building of the institutions aimed at improving staff performance in the education and other related areas.

The motivating factor which leads to this research work is to primarily study the effects of early marriage on the academic performance of the girl-child. The findings of this research will reinforce efforts to design appropriate intervention that will ultimately prevent early marriages among young girls and their impact on education sector. It is equally important that a better understanding of risks, protective measures as well as social norms inform girls and programme designers to mitigate these risks and strengthen protective measures or create them where they do not exist. It is also possible that, it will prompt the responsible authorities to come up with appropriate strategies on how to manage these challenges faced by students especially girls. Moreover, the findings of this research are deemed useful for policy makers and other stakeholders  sector to evolve constructive measures for ensuring better conduct practices among the youths as well as mechanisms to improve the delivery of education in Nigeria. Therefore, the findings of this research are expected to form the basis for individual and institutional and most importantly set the benchmark for legal and social framework for the protection of children’s rights.
Scope of the study
The study will be conducted within the institutions in Ilorin metropolis by looking at the influence of early marriages on the girl child Education.

Clarification of major terms and variables 

Education: is the act of impacting or acquiring general knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning and judgment, and generally preparing oneself or others intellectually for mature life. 

Academic: is used to describe things that relate to the work done in schools, colleges, and universities, especially work which involve studying and reasoning rather than practical or technical skills.

Performance: means successful completion of a program required by the department, including an education, work, or other program. 

Biology: is a branch of science that deals with living organisms and their vital processes. 

Teaching: is the practice implemented by a teacher aimed at transmitting skills to a learner, a student or any other audience in the context of an educational institution.

Effect: refers to a result consequence or outcome of some action,event or cause.

Marriage: is the legally or formally recognized union of two people as partners in a personal relationship.

Early : near the beginning of a period of time, or before the usual, expected, or planned time. 
CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW
Literature review shall be review under the following subheading

· Introduction

· Empirical review 

· Consequences of early marriage 

· Factors affecting early marriage 

· Early marriage review

· Early marriage and sexuality

· Early marriage and the law

· The causes of early marriages 

· The effects of early marriages in schools

· Providing opportunities to young girls

· Promoting Education of Girls.

· Mass media awareness as campaign against early marriage 

· Summary of literature review

Introduction

The research shows that over 7.2 million Nigerian children are out of school as they engage themselves in hawking or as maid to people or otherwise. According to UNICEF (2008), the major reasons why more girl children are found outside school in the North is that female children are given out on marriage at early age. The marriage institution is very vital in any society; it‟s legitimate in the productive process and ensures the meaningful preparation of the social norms of the society. But the timing and the resultant impact of early marriage is a source of concern for many who cherish the equitable participation of female in modern education as the case may be in Katsina State. Therefore, to ensure quality education for girls in the North in general and Katsina State in particular, it is generally agreed that: �‟ discrimination against the girl-child and the violation of the rights of girl-child, which often result to less access for girls to education, nutrition and physical and mental health care and in girls enjoy fewer of the rights, opportunities and benefits of childhood and adolescence than boys and often being subjected to various forms of cultural, social, sexual and economic exploitation. Girl-child often faces social vices such as female infanticide, rape, incest, early marriage, forced marriage, prenatal sex selection and female genital mutilation

     Early marriage represents one of the greatest challenges of girl-child education in our time. It has considerable implications for social development of child prides, in terms of low levels of education, poor health and lack of personal autonomy. It constitutes a violation of the rights of the girls who are forced to marry early and it profoundly affects their life through substantially lower education prospects. In addition, Nguyen & Wodon (2021) also show that if a child-child is appropriately married and early pregnancies could be eliminated, this could potentially reduce the gender gap in education.

Therefore, abstract concept needs to be taught on implications associated with higher health risks for these girls. The implications of early marriage negatively affect her wellbeing and that of the society in respect to education as may the case of female secondary school students in Katsina State girls secondary schools.. The purpose is to eliminate child early and forced marriage so as to develop high quality levels of education and to make them not vulnerable in some areas of human development In 1990, the World Conference on Education for All (EFA) identified improving access to quality education for girls and women as „the most urgent priority‟ ( Kyari & Ayodele,2014) 

More than one hundred countries re-affirmed this at the April, 2000 Dakar World Education Forum; ensuring that by 2015 all children, with special emphasis on girls, have access to and complete primary education of good quality. It is against this background that the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, launched the UN Girls‟ Education Initiative (UNGEI). It was generally agreed that:

   The resolution also reiterates the commitments to undertake legal reforms to ensure the rights of girls, to provide for equal access to basic social services ( such as education, nutrition, vaccination and health care, including sexual and reproductive health care ), to enact and enforce legislation against all forms of violence and exploitation and to protect girls affected by armed conflict.

The term early marriage or child marriage refers to any marriage of a child younger than 18years old in accordance to Article on the Convention on the Rights of the child. UNICEF (2005) describes it as both formal marriage and informal unions in which a girl lives with a partner as if married before the age of 18. It can also be defined as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years before the girl is physically, physiologically and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and child bearing. Child marriage is viewed as a violation of human rights and is prohibited by a number of international conventions and other instruments, namely: Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948; Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriage, 1964; African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990 and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. There are several causes of early marriage ranging from cultural and social pressure, persecution, forced migration and slavery, financial challenges, politics and financial relationship, religion and child marriage (Aduradola, 2013). Erulkar & Bello (2022) opined that the basis for acceptance of early marriage in the Northern parts of Nigeria in particular is to preserve the value of virginity, fears about pre-marital sexual activity, to reduce promiscuity of the girl-child and other socio-cultural and religious norms. However, because of little exposure of most parents and their short sightedness, they forget the effect it has on the girl-child as well as their education and community development. It is however unfortunate, disturbing and worrisome that the girl-child has no power to resist the pressure. Despite these, a number of girls get married earlier than expected in Nigeria (UNICEF 2001), which shows that the problem still looms at large with a mean age of early marriage at 15.5 years.

Empirical review 

 
 Although uncommon in most developed countries, early marriage is still prevalent in developing countries around the world. According to the International Center for Research on Women (ICRW, 2008), the practice is highest overall in West Africa and in south and central Asia. Thus, this undermines critical international efforts to fight poverty, HIV/AIDS and other development challenges making billions of dollars in development assistance less effective. The increase in number of early girl age at marriage may be due to low academic p performance among girls but requires a study to be conducted for empirical evidence. The world over, marriage is an institution and is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in the life of the adult. In practice, marriage is not restricted to adult; the girl-child may be forced into marriage without recourse to neither her consent nor the consequences of such forced union. When children are hurried through childhood, and rushed into taking on adult task (such as marriage at a very early age, the effects can be profound and long lasting challenges. Le fevre (2017) states that while more women are now marrying at later age; early marriage remains norm in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. Overall, 20-50 percent of women are married by the age of 18 in these regions. Bayisenge (2018) observed that African women in general marry at a much earlier age than their non- African counterparts, leading to early pregnancies. 

Besides having a negative impact on girls themselves, the practice of early marriage also has negative consequences on the children, families and society as a whole. UNICEF (2000) argues that it is not only girls that pay for early marriage but also the society as a whole. In addition, married girls have few social connections, restricted mobility, limited control over resources and little or no power in their new households and are thus especially vulnerable to domestic violence. In countries like Niger Republic, Chad, Mali, Guinea and Nigeria the rate of early marriages is (60 percent), South Asia (46 percent) and countries with the highest rates of early marriages in Europe include Georgia (17 percent), Turkey (14 percent) and Ukraine (10 percent (UNICEF, 2022). At least 10 percent of adolescents marry before the age of 18 in Britain and France as captured in UNICEF, (2005). The most affected are among the most vulnerable and powerless; they are young, rural, uneducated, poor and female and their voices are rarely heard. Thus, in spite of that section of Nigeria constitution, early marriage still poses a problem in most part of Nigeria, as in many other countries in Africa and beyond.

 It‟s practiced is justified in the name of tradition, culture and religion. That was why some people like the former governor of Zamfara State, Alh. Ahmed Sani Yerima Bakura and Mmerole Ogha the husband of Mgbeoye got married to a 13 and 19 years old girl respectively. Especially vulnerable are young girls in rural areas, poor, and deprived communities. In Nigeria in general and among Northerners (Hausa) in particular, early marriage dates back to the formation of the society itself. 

Early Marriage Reviewed. 
Many females enter into marriage without any choice of exercising their right to choose. Most of them are forced into marriage at their early or tender age. Others are simply too young to make a matured decision about their marriage partner or about the consequences of marriages itself. They may have given what passes for ‘counsel’ in the eyes of the law, but in reality, consent to their binding union has been made by other on their behalf (Bunting, 2021).The principle or rule is that once a female or girl is married she has automatically become a woman, regardless her age. Early marriage, which is marriage of children and adolescents below the age of 18years, is still widely practiced most especially in the all parts of the country. There are various forms and causes of early marriage, but one prominentissue is that“early marriage is a violation of human right”. The right to free and full consent to marriage is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and in other human right instruments (Shehu, 2010; Bunting, 2021). 
Consequences of Early Marriage

Early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, which has the capacity to dash away the educational opportunities and chances for personal growth. It almost leads to pregnancy and childbearing, and is likely to result into a lifetime domestic and sexual subservience. For many young females and young girls in developing and some underdeveloped countries, marriage is perceived as a means of securing and protecting their future. Girls are forced into marriage by their families while they are still children in the hope that marriage will yield returns financially and socially (Shobba, 2020).

 
On the contrary, early marriage violates the rights of children with negative implications. It compromises their overall development, leaving them socially isolated with little or no education, skills and opportunities for employment and self-realization. These conditions ultimately make married girls susceptible to poverty. These girls are required to do a disproportionate amount of chores, which includes new roles and responsibilities as wives and mothers. The young brides status in the family is frequently dependent on her, demonstrating their fertility often within the first year of her marriage. At this time, she is not psychologically, emotionally and physiologically prepared for these roles. Additionally, young females are made responsible for the care and welfare of future generations while still children themselves. Young mothers with no decision-making powers, restricted mobility and no economic resources are likely to transmit these emotions to their kids. Therefore, early marriage directly compounds to feminization of poverty and intergenerational poverty.

Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood, which adversely affects the education of girls in schools. Inspite of the recognition of women education, there are many barriers in the way of women to get higher education and contribute their maximum impact to the betterment of the society. The mindset of the society does not allow girls for higher education in that, it promotes gender inequality and ensures prioritization of economic resources for boy-child (ren).

 
They get fewer opportunities not only in education, but also in all facets of life (Daraz, 2021). Studies conducted by Goldien (2018) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social and cultural factors. 

Even if they are fortunate to complete their education, their performance is abysmally poor. This termination of education and abysmal poor performance in their studies is the outcome of the challenges encountered when combining education with their responsibilities as home-keepers in their families. 

Factors Affecting Early Marriage

     
Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in adult life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage gives no such cause for celebration. All too often, the imposition of a marriage partner upon a child means that a girl or boy’s childhood is cut short and their fundamental rights are compromised (UNICEF, 2001). Young girls are robbed of their youth and required to take on roles for which they are not psychologically or physically prepared. Many have no choice about the timing of marriage or their partner. Some are coerced into marriage, while others are too young to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health and wellbeing, education and participation in civic life.  

     
There are many interrelated identified factors almost similar worldwide with small variations between societies that interact to place females at risk of early marriage. These includes search for economic survival, protection of young females, peer group and family pressure, controlling female behavior and sexuality, wars and civil conflicts, maximization of fertility where infant mortality is very high (The working group 2000; UNICEF2001; Mathuret al. 2018) 

   
Early marriage contributes to a series of negative consequences both for young females and the society in which they live. It is a violation of human rights in general and of feminine rights in particular. For both sex, early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, cutting off educational and employment opportunities and chances of personal growth. Apart from having a negative impact on females themselves, the practice of early marriage also has negative consequences on their children, families, and society as a whole. UNICEF (2000) argues that it is not only girls that pay for early marriage but also the society as a whole. Population pressure, health care costs and lost opportunities of human development are just a few of the growing burdens that society shoulders because of teenage pregnancies. Early marriage also undermines international efforts to fight against poverty in developing countries. Bunch (2020) makes it clear that the widespread practice of early marriage makes it increasingly difficult for families to escape poverty in the developing world, thereby undermining critical international efforts to fight poverty, HIV/AIDS and other development challenges and making billions of dollars in development assistance less effective.  

Early marriage and sexuality

In recent years, there has been increased public health attention to adolescents in developing countries, especially in response to their numbers, their reproductive health problems, and, most recently, to the increasing rates of HIV infection among this group (McCauley and Salter, 2015). However, the increased attention to adolescent research and programs has been focused, almost exclusively, on the unmarried, with little or no attention paid to young people who are married during their adolescent years. This lack of attention is due, in part, to the changed social status that marriage confers, regardless of age. Married girls are presumed to have the same service needs and access as adult women; yet evidence is emerging that this may not be the case (Diop, 2021). Married adolescents are largely invisible, overlooked by both research and programs. At the same time, the transition to marriage is a time when girls are likely to be extremely vulnerable and in need of considerable support. Rates of HIV infection among adolescent girls in sub-Saharan Africa, especially those who are married, underscores this vulnerability (Clark, 2014).

 Early marriage is largely a phenomenon of girls, not boys. Marriage is a critical and pivotal experience in the adolescence of the majority of girls in sub-Saharan Africa, most of whom marry before age 20. In a review of DHS data, median age at first marriage for girls is 19 or below in all countries in sub-Saharan Africa except Botswana, Burundi, and Namibia (Singh and Samara, 1996). While adolescent programmers tend to focus on premarital sexual activity, most of girls’ sexual activity occurs within marriage, as do births to adolescent girls.In Nigeria, 76 percent of sexually active girls aged 15 to 19 are married, and 80.8 percent of first births to adolescents occur within marriage (Population Council, 2004).

Married adolescents come from poorer families and have lower levels of education compared to girls who marry after adolescence. In addition, the younger the bride, the larger the age difference between her and her spouse (Mensch, et al, 2015). While large spousal age differences are common in sub-Saharan Africa, at the extreme, it is thought that they may result in girls having diminished power in decision-making and are often reflective of the low status of women.

Most of the research on married adolescents has focused on the timing of marriage and childbearing. However, marriage has a significant impact on the quality of a girl’s life, shifting her focus increasingly to family life and motherhood, rather than exploration of the work world or continuation of education. Marriage confers upon girls a new and different set of expectations, pressures and risks. Yet little research has been done to understand the new worlds of married girls, including the context of married life, how they feel about it, and how it affects their interactions with the outside world. One of the few studies in Africa examining the experience of married adolescents was a qualitative study conducted in Senegal (Diop and N’Dione, 2020, Population Council, 2002). Girls in this study cited loss of freedom and limited contact with friends and family as among the biggest changes since becoming married. Many complained that they were uninformed about their own bodies, sexuality, and reproductive health before marriage, and were unprepared for motherhood. These girls reported embarrassment and lack of resources as barriers to reproductive health services. Likewise, in a study in India, married adolescents described confusion and embarrassment surrounding the experience of menstrual disorders and symptoms of reproductive tract infections (Barua and Kurz, 2001).

   
There is emerging evidence in sub-Saharan Africa that early marriage may be associated with risk of HIV infection (Glynn et al 2001, Bruce and Clark 2003, Clark 2004). In a recent study in East Africa, rates of HIV infection were at least 50 percent higher among married girls in Kenya and Zambia compared to their unmarried sexually active counterparts. Married girls typically have sex more frequently than unmarried girls, and that sex is more likely to be unprotected-largely due to pressure to get pregnant, condom use is virtually non-existent within marriage. In addition, a recent study demonstrated that husbands of married adolescent girls are older than boyfriends of unmarried girls, and thus are more likely to be HIV positive (Clark 2015).

There has been considerable public health attention paid to northern Nigeria, largely because of its high rates of maternal mortality and other pregnancy related problems. Several studies have highlighted that this region has among the highest rates of maternal death in the world as well as high rates of obstetric fistula and other complications ( Akpan, 2016). Many of these studies emphasize early marriage (and related early childbearing) as a risk factor, but few studies have focused on the experience of marriage in this region and what it means for a girl to be married.

Early Marriage and the Law

At the macro level, conflict and weak law enforcement exacerbates the likelihood of early marriage for girls. In regions affected by wars or civil conflicts, where sexual abuse and rape are rampant, child marriage becomes a protection mechanism. SSA, where ethnicity can play a key role in the spread of civil wars (Bosker and de Ree, 2014), suffers from an endemic number of wars and civil conflicts. It is estimated that nearly 75% of SSA countries have been affected by armed conflicts (Poirier, 2012). Moreover, many countries have established laws prohibiting early marriage but more often these laws not enforced. In India, for example, all marriages need to be registered under the Compulsory Registration Act,

2006. But some state governments (e.g., Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh) have not taken the initiative to make it compulsory (Centre for Social Research, 2008).

Overall, it is estimated that in 74 countries in the world which have reported to the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC) have not yet set the minimum age for marriage (Right to Education Project, 2013).

The Causes of Early Marriages 

Economic survival strategies

Poverty is one of the factors underpinning early marriage. Where poverty is extreme, a young girl may be regarded as an economic burden where one less daughter is one less mouth to feed(UNICEF 2001, Forum on marriage and the rights of women and girls Parents encourage the marriage of their daughters while they are still children with the hope that the marriage will benefit them both financially and socially, while also relieving financial burdens on the family. The marriage to a much older, sometimes even to the elderly man is common in some societies. In traditional societies in sub-Saharan Africa, the prides family may receive cattle from the groom or the grooms family as the pride price for their daughter,(UNICEF 2012).

Economic constraints

The following case of a Zimbabwean girl is one of many cases of girls who are married off at a very early age due to economic constraints. In august 2001,a ten year old girl in Nigeria was reported in a local news paper as having been sold as a wife to a 40 year old man in order for the family to obtain cash for food, she was sold for an amount that purchased 2 sacks of maize. The previous wife of the man the child was married to had died if HIV/Aids .

In traditional societies where infant mortality was very high and survival depended on the families ability to produce its own food or goods for sale, child marriage helped to maximize the number of pregnancies and ensure enough surviving children to meet household labor needs

Additionally, poor families tend to marry of girls at the same time to help reduce the burden of high marriage ceremony expenses.

Socio-cultural and religious values.

     In communities where child marriage is prevalent, there is strong social pressure on families to conform, and failure to conform canal’~vays result in shame and disapproval .Invariably, local perceptions on the ideal age of marriage, desire for submissive wives, extended family patterns and other customary requirements, are all enshrined in local customs or religious norms. In many contexts, child marriage is legitimates by patriarchy and related family structures which ensure that marriage transfers father’s roles over his girl child to her future spouse. Child marriage imparts of Africa and other parts of Asian world is valued as a means of consolidating powerful relations between families for sealing deals over land or other property or even for settling disputes (UNIFPA,2006).The strong religious message also enforce the view that marrying early is best as supported by the following views of one priest representing Ethiopians Orthodox church;”girls stay unmarried as late as 30,its very normal, scientific and modern, but in our church it’s prohibited and such girls are neither clean nor blessed.

Value of virginity and protection of young girls

Early marriage is one way of ensuring, that a wife is protected or placed firmly under male control; that she is submissive to her husband and works hard for her in-laws and the children she bears are legitimate. 

On the other hand, for many societies that price virginity before marriage, early marriage can manifest its self in a number of practices designed to protect the girl child from unsanctioned sexual activity. In north east Africa and parts of the Middle East, control may also involve the practice of FGM to restrict sexual pleasure and temptation. Some parents withdraw their daughters from school as soon as they begin to menstruate; fearing that exposure to male pupils or teachers puts them at risk. 

These practices are all intended to shield the girl from male sexual attention but in the eyes of concerned parents, marriage is seen to offer the ultimate protection measure. In wars and civil conflicts, parents or children resort to child marriage as a protective mechanism or survival strategy. Displaced populations living~ in refugee camps may feel unable to protect their daughters from rape and so marriage to a warlord or other authority figure my offer improved protection. For the young girls orphans or separated with their parents or relatives, the only way to survive and get protected is to get married (De Smedt 1991).

The Effects of Early Marriages in Schools

       The school is the most important institution outside the family involved in socializing young people into all dimensions of adult life/roles and responsibilities. More years of schooling have been associated with many outcomes including later ages of marriage, lower fertility and healthier and better educated children, economic development among others. However, early marriage inevitably denies children of school age their right to the education they need for their personal development, preparation for adulthood, and their effective contribution to the future wellbeing of their family and society. Indeed, married girls who would like to continue may be both practically and legally excluded from doing so. The essence of the rights to education and health is that they facilitate and ensure the effective enjoyment of other human rights.

     For a number of poorer families, the potential rewards of educating children who are girls are too far off and therefore their education is not recognized as an investment. Families perceive that a girl’s education will only benefit her husband’s household and not her parents. Additionally, some parent’s belief girls do not need an education for their roles as wives and mothers, that education undermines cultural practices and it teaches the girl to reject tradition. 

However, there is a saying that when you educate a woman, you educate a nation. Education even at a basic level is not only about livelihood and technical skills but more importantly provides social connectedness or aptitude which enables one to access key resources to alleviate poverty. By interacting with others, individuals acquire the social skills and personal capacities needed to access resources and opportunities and to form social networks for support and assistance when required in the future. individuals can also develop their own self-esteem and confidence to voice their opinions and to take control over their own actions, lives and bodies . Other positive benefits of education are linked to improved reproductive health and child survival and welfare, (Naana Otoo 2019).

Educated women are more likely to have a say in decision making regarding the size of them families and the spacing of their children. They are also more likely to be informed and knowledgeable about contraception and the healthcare needs of their children. Adolescent girls who marry outside their communities tend to lose their close friendships they had formed in their parental homes, and often become quiet and subdued. This means that even where girls have developed social networks, they are unable to access them from their marital community. The universal right to education has been affirmed by the world’s governments for over 50 years, and most recently by the MDG’s adopted by the 191 member states of the UNs in 2000.However, some 115 million children among them 62 million girls are still denied this right, According to data from UNICEF 2004, outside the boundaries of the developed world, only 76 percent of all boys and 70 percent of all girls attend primary school.

Providing opportunities to young girls

Poverty is one of the factors underpinning early marriage, efforts to improve the access of the young married and the unmarried girls to existing economic resources should focus on expanding employment and entrepreneurial opportunities. Micro-credit programs provide women and girls with the basic economic opportunities they often lack and a social support network that promotes changes in attitudes and behavior. It serves as a means of granting them higher status and more control over their lives including their opinions over marriage (Kabeer 2019).

Promoting Education of Girls

Educating girls seems to be the ideal solution since if sufficiently prolonged will help to delay the age of marriage and confers other benefits as well. However, sending children to school costs money and where money is scarce, it is more unlikely to be spent on girls. Even where education is highly subsidized or even free, poor parents have to pay some costs of school attendance for their children such as functional fees, books, and school uniforms. In this case, governments and NGO’s should provide support needed for girls education such as free books, uniforms, scholarships, etc.

Mass media awareness as campaign against early marriage 

     Using the mass media to increase awareness of the whole community about the consequences of early marriages on girls and their education. Once communities are sensitized, the parents will be able to send their children to school and support them to stay on. This will lead to the empowerment of girls into skills for self-reliance, confidence, assertiveness, speaking out, decision making and negotiation. Gaining access to communities deeply rooted in the practice of early marriage is one of the biggest obstacles for programs to tackle. Media campaigns using radio and other traditional communication methods must be used to reach communities especially those in rural areas. 

All this measure will help the domestic applicability of the nation as well as international legal instruments already ratified about girl’s human rights.

Summary of literature review 

Levels of education, rates of marriage, and sexual activity all vary by region. In the southern regions of Nigeria, girls tend to be educated and marry quite late, with median age at marriage being over age 24 in two of the southern regions. The median age at first sex for girls in southern regions is in the late teens. In contrast, Northern girls have low levels of education, marry very early, and, consequently, experience sexual initiation at earlier ages. Fifty-four percent of North West girls aged 15-24 were married by age 15, and 81 percent were married by age 18. Early marriage is particularly prevalent in rural areas; two thirds of rural North West girls married by age 15. The majority of girls in the North experience first sex in the context of marriage, with only 5 percent of girls in North West and 11 percent of girls in North East reporting sex before marriage.

Families arrange the majority of early marriages, with some girls resisting the arrangement and others acquiescing, often considering it the will of Allah. Girls’ spouses are much older than them, with an average age difference of 12 years between husband and wife. In polygamous unions (about one third of adolescent marriages), this age difference increases to an average of 18 years. These age differences may contribute to married girls’ low levels of decision-making power within the household. Men made most of the decisions in the household, not only on major issues such as large purchases, but also on more mundane matters such as purchases for daily needs and meals.

Married girls in the study lacked knowledge on reproductive health, including HIV/AIDS and pregnancy. Compared to unmarried girls, they had diminished access to media sources, and to information on RH and experienced a greater number of barriers in seeking healthcare. The experience of pregnancy and childbirth was traumatic for many married girls, and many lacked information and support during this time. The study underscored the need for programs that specifically target married adolescents. New mechanisms need to be developed, as traditional youth program models such as youth centers and peer education have had limited success in reaching isolated, vulnerable girls, most of whom live in rural settings. In rural settings, home visits are probably the only feasible way to reach the most isolated girls. In urban or semi-urban settings, married girls groups can be formed as a way to combat social isolation and create a venue to reach married girls. In either case, program staff need to involve gatekeepers including husbands in their efforts to reach married girls.

Girls who marry early often get pregnant soon after. Among girls in this study, the experience of pregnancy and childbirth was confusing and traumatic, an experience for which they were not prepared. The relative acceptability of maternal health care makes this a non-threatening entry point for reaching married girls, as opposed to making information on HIV/AIDS the prominent topic. Using maternal health as an entry point, other subjects can be introduced, such as HIV/AIDS and family planning, and eventually gender issues and violence. AHIP is well placed to provide information on HIV/AIDS and family planning, but may need to train staff further on maternal health and safe motherhood.

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents the methodology that will be used to carry out this study and it shall be organized under the following subheads.

Research Type

The type for this study is descriptive survey research type. A descriptive survey is a type of research type that is employed to find out the opinion of people or group of people on a particular circumstances or phenomenon.

Population of Study

The population of study comprises of all colleges of education in Kwara State.

Sample and Sampling Technique

For the purpose of selecting samples for this study an intentional sampling techniques is used to select (2)two private colleges and (3)three public colleges of education in illorin making (5)five colleges of education that will be used in data collection for this study.

Intact class will be used to select the students from school of science in each colleges since the researcher intend to use Google Form as a mean of data collection. The researcher does not have control over those who will fill the questionnaire using google form drop on the school whatapp as planned.

Research Instrument

The research instrument that will be used in data collection in this study will be self designed programmed function using google form.

The research instrument shall be tagged "IEMAB". The (IEMAB) questionnaire will contain 15 items related to the research question raised in this study. The (IEMAB) questionnaire will be in two sections, section A and section B. Section A will contain information on the respondent bio data while the section B will be divided into 3 sections,B1,B2,B3 sections. section B1 will focus on field on causes of early marriage while section B2 will focus on effect of early marriage while section B3 will focus on the possible solution to early marriage. The IEMAB questionnaire will be filled online and submitted online.

Validity of Research Instrument

The validity of research instrument will be validated by researcher supervisor to help to acertain the phase validity whereas the content validity will also be done by the help of expert in the field of questionnaire development and evaluation.

Similarly, the researcher instrument will be equally validated by expert in the field of educational technology to help to check the goggle form and correct all error on it.

Similarly, the researcher instrument will be equally validated by expert in the field of educational technology to help to check the goggle form and correct all error on it.

Reliability of the Instrument

Test-Retest method Reliability shall be used to calculate the Reliability of the instrument by administer the questionnaire to sample outside the population. 

Administration of Research Instrument

The research instrument shall be administered through whatapp broadsheet of each department sampled.

The Google Form will be shared electronically to the colleges to be sampled through the class rep of each department and the form responses will be received via email and excel sheet will be generated through the email for analysis.

Data Analysis Techniques

Descriptive statistics will be used to analysed the research question in the study using percentage and mean calculation.

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter presents the results and discussion of findings. The questionnaire was administered with the use of Google form. A total number of 50 student responded to the questionnaire. 

Data Analysis 

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Age

	Age 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	16-19 years
	6
	12%

	20-23 years
	40
	80%

	24-27 years
	4
	8%

	Total
	50
	100%


Table 1above show that 6(12%) of the student ages were between 16-19 years, 40(80%) were between 20-23 years,4(8%) were between 24-27 years. The results revealed that majority of the student ages between 20-23 years. 

Table 2:Distribution of Respondent Based on Gender 

	Gender
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Female 
	40
	80%

	Male
	10
	20%

	Total 
	50
	100%


          Table 2 above show that 40(80%) of the student were female students and 10(20%) were male students. This implies that female students constituted mostly in the study. 

Table 3: Distribution of Respondent Based on Level 

	Level 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	100
	1
	2%

	200
	14
	28%

	300
	35
	70%

	Total 
	50
	100%


          Table 3 above show that 2% of the student were in 100L, 28% were in 200L, 70% were in 300L

Table 4: Distribution of Respondents Based on Status 

	Status
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Single 
	46
	92%

	Married 
	4
	8%

	Divorce 
	0
	0%

	Total
	50
	100%


            Table 4 above show that 92% of the students were Single, 8% were Married, 0% were Divorce.

Presentation of Results 

Research Question one: Do you have any relatives that married early? 

Table 5: Any relatives that married early 

	S/N
	ITEMS 
	YES

(%)
	NO

(%)

	1.
	Do you have any relatives that married early 
	31

(62%)
	19

(32%)


            Table 5 above shows that responses of the students on any relatives that married early. Based on the result above, it was revealed that 62% is Yes that they have relatives that married early while 32% is No to the assertion. 

                      Therefore, the results above revealed that most students married at early stage.

Research Question Two: What are the causes of early marriages among girls students in institution? 

Table 6: Causes of early marriage among girls students in institution 

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA

(%)
	A

(%)
	D

(%)
	SD

(%)

	1.
	cultural practice is a major factors militating against girl child education 
	11

(22%)
	22

(44%)
	15

(30%)
	2

(4%)

	2.
	Socio economic practice is a major factors militating against girl child education 
	8

(16%)
	29

(58%)
	11

(22%)
	2

(4%)

	3.
	Religion practice is a major factors militating against girl child education 
	10

(20%)
	18

(36%)
	18

(36%)
	4

(8%)


Table 6 above shows the responses of the student on the causes of early marriage among girls students in institution. Based on the results above, it was revealed that 22% and 44% strongly agreed and agreed respectively that cultural practice is a major factors militating against girl child education were causes of early marriage among girls students in institution while 30% and 4% disagree and strongly disagreed respectively to the assertion.16% and 58% strongly agreed and agreed that Socio economic practice is a major factors militating against girl child education while 22% and 4% strongly disagreed and disagreed to this same assertion  religion practice is a major factors militating against girl child education, 20% strongly agreed and 36% agreed to this assertion while 36% disagreed and 8% strongly disagreed.

       Therefore, the results above revealed that all causes mention in the table above were causes of early marriage among girls students in institution. These causes are, cultural practice, Socio economic factor, and Religion practice are causes responsible for early marriage among girls students in institutions.

Research Question Three: What are the effect of early marriage among girls students in institution? 

Table 7: Effect of early marriage among girls students in institution 

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA

(%)
	A

(%)
	D

(%)
	SD

(%)

	1.
	Early marriage contribute to the neglect of girl child education 
	17

(34%)


	19

(38%)
	9

(18%)
	5

(10%)

	2.
	Early marriage affect the academic performance of girl child education and lead to dropout of most students 
	18

(36%)
	21

(42%)
	9

(18%)
	2

(4%)

	3.
	Early marriage of girl child contribute negatively to family problems 
	9

(18%)
	20

(40%)
	16

(32%)
	5

(10%)

	4.
	Early marriage of girl child contribute negatively to societal problems
	10

(20%)
	18

(36%)
	19

(38%)
	3

(6%)

	5.
	Girl child are required to take on role which are not psychological and physically prepared known as forced sexual relation 
	12

(24%)
	24

(48%)
	11

(22%)
	3

(6%)

	6.
	Early marriage deprives girl child the opportunity for personal and as well as their right 
	10

(20%)
	31

(62%)
	6

(12%)
	3

(6%)

	7.
	Early marriage of girl lead to emotional stressed and depression 
	16

(32%)
	21

(42%)
	10

(20%)
	3

(6%)


Table 7 above shows the responses of the student on the effect of early marriage among girls students in institution. 34% and 38% strongly agreed and agreed that early marriage contribute to the neglect of girl child education while 18% and 10%  disagreed and strongly disagreed with the assertion. 36% and 42% strongly agreed and agreed that early marriage affect the academic performance of girl child education and lead to dropout of most students while 18% and 40% disagreed and strongly disagreed.18% and 40% strongly agreed and agreed that early marriage contribute negatively to family problems while 32% and 10% strongly disagreed and agreed.20% strongly agreed and 36% agreed that early marriage of girl child contribute negatively to societal problem while 38% and 6% strongly disagreed respectively.24% agreed and 48% Strongly agreed that girl are required to take on role which are not psychological and physically prepared known as forced sexual relation while 22% disagreed and 6% strongly agreed. 20% and 62% agreed and strongly agreed that early marriage deprives girl child the opportunity for personal and as well as their right while 12% and 6% disagreed and strongly disagreed. Finally, Early marriage of girl lead to emotional stressed and depression, 74% agreed and 26% disagreed. 

The results above imply that early marriage has negative impact among girl's students in institution in Ilorin.

Research Question Four: What are the possible solution of early marriage among girl's students in institution?

Table 8 : Measure to the problem of early marriage among girl's students in institution.

	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA

(%)
	A

(%)
	D

(%)
	SD

(%)

	1.
	An awareness campaigns on media on benefits of girls child education and negative effects of early marriage 
	14

(28%)
	26

(52%)
	8

(16%)
	2

(4%)

	2.
	Providing of economic support to girls and family prevent early marriage 
	15

(30%)
	22

(44%)
	12

(24%)
	1

(2%)

	3.
	Enhancing girl child to have access to a high quality education can reduced early marriage 
	18

(36%)
	26

(52%)
	6

(12%)
	0

(0%)

	4.
	Encouraging supportive laws and policies against early marriage 
	15

(30%)
	12

(26%)
	19

(38%)
	4

(8%)

	5.
	Financial support of girl child have benefits in early marriage 
	14

(28%)
	27

(54%)
	9

(18%)
	0

(0%)


  The table 8 above revealed that majority of the respondents agreed that an awareness campaigns on media on benefits of girls child education and negative effects of early marriage among girl's students while only 20% disagreed.74% agree that providing of economic support to girls and family prevent early marriage while 26% disagreed. 88% agreed that enhancing girl child to have access to a high quality education can reduced early marriage while 12% disagreed. 54% agreed that encouraging supportive laws and policies against early marriage while 46% disagreed. Also,  majority of the students agreed that financial support of girl child have benefits in early marriage, 82% agreed while 18% disagreed.

         The above results revealed that all the five items listed on the above, the students generally agreed to all the five items that it will help to find solutions to the problem of early marriage among girl's students in institution. 

Discussion of findings

     Table 6 shows the responses of the student on the causes of early marriage among girl's students in institution. The results revealed that cultural practice, Socio economic factor, and Religion practice are causes responsible for early marriage among girl's students in institution. A studies conducted by Goldien (2018) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social, religion and cultural factors. The religion also enforces the view that marring early is best for girls child. 

Table 7 revealed involvement of early marriage of girls students in institution lead to family problems, societal problem, forced sexual relation, emotional stressed and depression, and dropout of most students in school. Laban (2021) explain how much of dropout can be related to child marriage and early marriage in some African countries. 

     Table 8 revealed that the measure to the problem of early marriage among girl's students in institution includes an awareness campaigns on media against early marriage, providing economic support to girl and family in general, promoting education of girls. Also encouraging supportive and policies against early marriage.

Summary of Findings 

    Based on the result above, the following finding was summarized.

1. Cultural practice, Socio economic factor and Religion practice are causes of early marriage among girl's students in institution in Ilorin.

2. Early marriage has negative impact among girl's students in institution in Ilorin. 

3. To reduce dropout of girl's student in institution, there is need to enhance them to have access to high quality education and provide financial support.

4. There is great impact of early marriage on girl's in institution on academic performance.

5. Early marriage deprives girl’s opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full well-being, education, and civic life participation. 

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

This chapter presents the summary of findings, conclusion and recommendation, limitation of the study and suggestions for further studies.
Summary 

    This study examined on the influence of early marriage on academic performance of biology student in Kwara state colleges of education. Based on the purpose of the study, Three research question were formulated and hypotheses. The study adopted a descriptive research survey type method. An intentional sampling technique was adopted in selecting five colleges of education in Kara state. 
      The study make use of Google form as the instrument in administering the questionnaire to the students. The Google form was created in different sections. The first section was student information such as age, gender, status, and level. While, the remaining part comprised of items relating to the study purpose. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency and simple percentage.

   Based on the findings, it was revealed that cultural practice, Socio economic factor and Religion practices are causes responsible for early marriage among girl's students in institution.

    The finding also revealed that the effect of early marriage among girl's students in institution includes neglect of girl child education, affect the academic performances and lead to dropout of most students, contribute negatively to family and societal problem, emotional stressed and depression.

The finding also revealed that measure to the problem of early marriage among girl's students in institution includes an awareness campaigns against early marriage, economics support, encouraging supportive laws and policies against early marriage, and financial support.
The study found the causes of early marriage to include: cultural practice, religion practice, Socio economic factor etc. 

The study reported the effect of early marriage among girl's students in institution in kwara state include emotional stressed and depression, forced sexual relation, family problems. This implies that government and educational administrators should come up with a policy, formulate laws forbidding early marriage ( below 18 years of age) and enforce sanctions on perpetrator of this human abuse after proper adjudication. 

Conclusion 

  The results showed that early marriage caused many individual, family, and social problems for women that could endanger their health, but in a limited number of cases, early marriage had some positive consequences, such as receiving intra-family support, improving living conditions, and eventually creating an opportunity for progress and empowerment. Therefore, in the first stage, early marriage should be prevented, but if it happens, in order to reduce the negative effects and consequences, young men and women can be educated and provided with conditions for having a less dangerous pregnancy and childbirth. Hence, providing necessary training and psychological counseling on how to deal with personal and married life problems with appropriate health and social services is necessary.

Recommendation

    Based on the findings the following recommendation was made: 

1.The government should lauch an awareness campaigns on media about the benefits of girls education and negative effects of early marriage.

2. Provision of backing law against early marriage.

3. Proper counselling of both the parent and the girl child .

4. Special corner meeting may be arranged in the rural area where literacy rate is very low and financial assistance may be provided to poor family living.  

5. Curriculum planner, policy maker in education and other school counselor now have useful information that could help in remedying the issue of early marriage among people.

Suggestions for further studies 

    Based on the findings, the researcher implored that the following topics could be carried out:

1. Reason for early marriage among girl's students in institution and secondary school students.

2. Consequences of early marriage among girl's students in institution. 

3. Differences between family background of students and early marriage practice .

4. The moral implication of early marriage among student in institution. 
Implication of the study 

     The study also revealed that early marriage contributes to the academic performance of student’s education and lead to dropout of most students. This implies that early marriage has negative impact on the academic performance of student in general 

Limitation of the study 

   The study was only limited to five colleges in kwara state out of fifteen colleges established in the state. 
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