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ABSTACT
The research was carried out to investigate the influence of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study has four objectives, four research questions and four null hypotheses were formulated. A population sample of 200 students was selected across ten (10) secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. The researcher adopted a descriptive survey design for the study. Two hundred (200) structured questionnaires were used for data collection, using weighted means score. The null hypotheses were tested using Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) and all the hypotheses were tested at 0.05 levels of significance. Based on the data collected and analysed statistically, all of the results of the finding revealed that there was significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media among secondary school students, there was significant relationship between the use electronic media and Curbing of examination malpractices among secondary school students. Also, there was significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices in secondary school. Based on the findings it was recommended that students should be assisted by parents/guardian to form positive study habits to be able to succeed in schools, teachers need to acquire and display sound moral values, integrity and moral probity in order to resist stoutly their students wanting to bribe them so that they can aid them in cheating during examinations. Also, parents should strive to interact with their children properly by teaching them basic moral values.        
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Teachers at different stages use examination to assess and evaluate the academic achievement of students in the school system. In all teaching and learning situations therefore, it is essential to find out from time to time how much the students are achieving from what they are being taught. In order to do this effectively, Teachers Examination Council, National Teachers Institute (NTI), Classroom Teachers etc. assess the students by administering weekly, termly, end of year test and or final examinations. The overall aim of education is to shape the behaviour of an individual, so that he or she can perform most effectively within his/her social milieu (Oyebanji, 2018).
Bearing in mind the role that education plays in nation building, a nation stands the risk of being under developed in terms of accumulation of illiteracy, disease and poverty when its youths rejects the honour of getting sound education and seems to opt for fraudulent activities and deceptive ways in making ends meet as epitomized by examination malpractices thereby negating the philosophy of sound education (Taiwo, 2018). The products of such a system can only grow up to be cynics, unbelievers, insensible, dishonest, ignorant, narrow-minded, myopic, unintelligent, deceptive, close-minded, one sided beings who would be indifferent to the issues of development and powerless to act, create and succeed (Odili, 2018).
Examination malpractices have a paralyzing effect on the developing nation. It puts Nigeria youth, future leaders and professionals in a situation that leads to a future of social, political and economic insanity and bankruptcy. Engaging in examination malpractice leads to cancellation of results which means great waste of resources to society and parents, and provides sources of great agony and injustice to innocent students (Odili, 2018).
The importance of examination or test taking for diagnosis, placement, classification and quality control in Nigerian institutions have been greatly eroded and corrupted with malpractice which constitute one of the most debilitating problems facing our education institutions today, and they are constantly manifested and reported in our schools, colleges and other higher institutions (Ogbodo, 2019).
Examination malpractice is any activity of a student or group of students whose purpose is to give any of them higher grades than they would likely receive on the basis of their own achievements. Fatai (2016), defines it as any irregular act exhibited by candidates or anybody charged with the conduct of examination which is clearly a breach of the rules governing the conduct and integrity of the examination. It is viewed as any act carried out before, during and after an examination, which is against the rules set out for the proper and orderly conduct of the examination, which is clearly a breach of the rules governing the conduct and integrity of the examination. It has been further described (Fatai, 2016) as an action done to gain undue advantage over other candidates which is against the rule and regulations governing the conduct of such examination for personal gain. Ojerinde (2016) revealed that cheating in examinations is motivated by:
i. 	The desperation to acquire certificate or get placed in a programme or be selected for a position.
ii. 	Carelessness on the part of the teacher/examiners in safeguarding the examination paper before it is administered.
The National Policy on Education (Federal Government of Nigeria, 2016), stipulates that there is need for functional education for the promotion of a progressive and united Nigeria. To this end, school programmes needed to be relevant, practical and comprehensive: while interest and ability should determine individual direction in education. 
	Examination malpractice is any illegal act committed by a student single handedly or in collaboration with others; like fellow students, parents, teachers, supervisors, invigilators, printers and anybody or group of people before, during or after examination in order to obtain undeserved marks or grades (Wilayat, 2019). The West African Examinations Council (2017), referred to examination malpractice as any irregular behaviour exhibited by candidates or officials charged with the responsibility of conducting examination, in or outside the examination hall, before, during  or  after  such  examination. It involves various methods employed by candidates to cheat during examinations. 
Similarly, Shonekan (2016) stated that examination malpractice is an act of omission or commission that contravenes those West African Examinations Council’s rules and regulations to the extent of undermining the validity and reliability of the test and ultimately the integrity of the certificate issued by the Council. Examination malpractice does not occur in the examination hall alone, it occurs before, during and even after the examination.
Some forms of examination malpractices are copying on sheet of papers,  handkerchiefs, desk/chairs; swapping of answer booklets and collusion with other candidates or external agents (Omeri, 2017). Others include leakage of examination questions before the actual examination day. In some schools, especially, those privately owned, the school authorities sometimes bribe invigilators, supervisors and police personnel drafted to the centres so that they could turn a blind eye when malpractices are being perpetrated (Onuba, 2017). Electronic gadgets like calculators, organizers, radio walkman and mobile phones are also used to carry out examination malpractices. Annually, examination bodies give warnings to the candidates to desist from bringing mobile phones into the examination halls but each year, the use of mobile phones to commit examination malpractice is recorded (Onyechere, 2017).
There is a growing argument about the role of electronic media in examination. It is true that electronic media is playing a critical role in the improvement of the quality and integrity of examinations, but the emergence of some technological devices such as mobile phones have contributed to students’ involvement in examination malpractices. For instance, the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), a body saddled with the responsibility of conducting admission examinations into tertiary institutions in Nigeria reported that out of 40,043 candidates caught cheating during the examination in 2013, 1,948 used mobile phones (Sunday, 2014 cited in (2016)). There is a report in 2017, the number of e-cheats increased to 3,039, while in 2018, about 200 mobile phones were seized during the examination, with evidence of prepared answers sent via short message service (SMS). Recently, the Management of Ibadan Polytechnic in line with her policy on examination malpractice confiscated and destroyed over One thousand (1000) mobile phones worth millions of Naira seized from different students during examinations (Goodluck, 2015). 
Other forms of examination malpractices are bringing books or cribs into the hall, insulting or assaulting supervisor or invigilator, replacement of answer script with another one during or after the examination, impersonation, smuggling scripts written outside into the examination hall, writing on thigh, stretching of neck like the Giraffe to look at the work of a fellow candidate, hooligans gaining entry into the examination hall by force when examination is in progress, to remove question paper, talking, dictation of answers to students (Obidi, 2015). Thus, the present study intends to investigate the influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractices among secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A.     
Statement of the Problem
	The rampant occurrence of examination malpractices among secondary school students in Kwara State has been a major challenge to educationist (Agbenta, 2018). In spite of the efforts of National Policy in Education (FGN, 2013) placing high premium on examinations, it seems that the issues of examination malpractice have not been properly addressed throughout Nigeria. It has been recently observed that there is mass cheating in public examinations throughout the whole federation (FGN, 2013). Little efforts have been made to reduce the problem. This brings about the issues of introduction of education media to curb prevalent of examination malpractices among secondary school students. 
	Ojinde (2018), noted that the introduction of Computer Based Test (CBT) has led to reduction in exam malpractice in the state. It was noted that the introduction of the CBT was for the development of the Nigeria child and the betterment of all Nigerians desirous of improvement in the educational standard. Ojinde (2018), further expressed that with electronic media and other forms of technology the school will be forced to follow the laid down curriculum as it affects information technology and above all the use of various forms of electronic media such as television programme radio broadcast and social media/ networking to bring about drastic reduction in the menace. Thus, based on the above submission the researchers intends to investigate the influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA.,  in order to build the gap left in earlier researches.                                    
Purpose of the Study
	The main purpose of this study is to investigate the influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA. Specifically the study intend to:
1.	Investigate the causes of examination malpractice among secondary school students  
2.	Identify the categories of electronic media that could be effectively used in curbing the examination malpractice among secondary school students.
3.	Assess the effectiveness of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students.     


Research Questions 
The following questions will guide the conduct of this research work; 
1.	What are the causes of examination malpractice among secondary school students?   
2.	What are the categories of electronic media to be effectively utilized in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students?
3.	How effective are the electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students?
Research Hypotheses       
The following research hypotheses were formulated to guide the study.
Ho1: 	There is no significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.      
Ho2:	There is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and examination malpractices among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.      
Ho3: 	There is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.      
Significance of the Study
	The findings of the study would be very useful to the following stakeholders: students, teachers, parents, ministries of education, examination bodies and employers of labour. All students/researchers, who are carrying out researches on examination malpractices and other related topics, will find the study useful. The study provides useful information for the review of related literature on the causes, types, methods, reasons for examination malpractice, the various available measures put in place for student academic performance in Nigeria. 
Findings of the study will aid the students/researchers to have knowledge of the work that has been done by the current researcher on student academic performance in order for them to conduct further studies in unexplored areas. The findings of the study will further reveal more forms of examination malpractices, why students perpetrate it, the various slogans student/candidates use to identify different forms of examination malpractices. Having the knowledge about examination malpractice provides the teachers opportunity to device ways to reduce the occurrence or eventually curb it.
	The Federal and State Ministries of Education being the policy makers as regards education, at the federal and state levels in Nigeria would benefit from the findings of the study in formulating educational policies, bearing in mind, how to stem examination malpractice which has always led to wrong decisions about the products of schools in Nigeria. The findings of the study could be used by the federal and State Ministries of Education to formulate policy to all educational institutions that are concerned with the administration of examinations and award of certificates; to curb the menace of examination malpractice in all examinations these bodies conducted in order to enhance the validity and reliability of such examinations.
	The findings of the study would also be useful to all examination bodies in and outside Nigeria in the sense that it will give adequate information on the different new tactics candidates’ device in perpetrating examination malpractices. The knowledge of both the old and new tactics like smuggling in of chips and using electronic gadgets respectively used in committing examination malpractices should enable the examination bodies to come up with adequate measures to prevent them.
	The employers of labour who are the main users of school products will find the study very useful; as it aids them to know how to device diverse employment procedures in order to employ the right candidate for a given vacancy in a particular office. In this way they can separate the sheep from the goats and thus, ensuring that round pegs are placed in round holes.
	All school administrators in the primary, senior secondary and tertiary levels will be made to realize and nip examination malpractices in the bud. The findings of the study would further unfold the dangers of examination malpractices and also enable these administrators to appreciate that, hard work alone can bring lasting success; a philosophy that should be extended to their students.
	All perpetrators of examination malpractices are expected to find the result of this study useful. The study would enable them to see the need to desist from such unhealthy act(s) and turn a new leaf, since the study explains how examination malpractices destroy individuals and the country at large.


Scope of the Study
The research work focuses on the influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA. This research work covers all public secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. However only ten  secondary schools will be randomly selected and used as a case study. Also, the study will be delimited to the use of well structured questionnaire to elicit relevant information from the sample respondents while the information gathered would be subjected both descriptive and inferential statistics.    
Operational Definition of Term and Variables
Influence: To have an effect on a particular situation and the way that is develop
Malpractices: This refers to careless, wrong or illegal behaviour during examination.
Examination: A formal written, spoken or practical test, especially at school or college, to see how much you know about a subject or what you can do. 
Misconduct: This refers to careless, wrong or illegal behaviour while in an examination. 
Cheat: To trick or deceive somebody, especially when they trust you. 
Causes: This refers to various factor which prompt students to in examination malpractice. 
Strategies: This refers to various forms or techniques in which students engage in examination malpractice. 


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
The review of literature related to this study is presented under the following sub-headings:
Concept of Examination and Examination Malpractice 
Causes of Examination Malpractice
Different Type of Examination Malpractice 
Effect of Examination Malpractice on Student Academic Achievement 
Influence of Electronic Media in Curbing Examination Malpractice  
Strategies to Curb Examination Malpractice among Secondary School Students
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed     

Concept of Examination and Examination Malpractice 
Examination malpractice is an act of omission or commission by a person who in anticipation of before, during or after any examination fraudulently secures any unfair advantage for himself or any other person in such a manner that contravenes the rules and regulations to the extent of undermining the validity, reliability, authenticity of the examination and ultimately the integrity of the certificates issued (FRN, 2019). 
Onah (2017), defined examination malpractice as anything done by a candidate that is likely to render the assessment useless. Ike (2016), stated that examination malpractice is any action done or committed which makes it impossible to use an examination in determining the level of competence of a candidate in absorbing, reproducing, and where appropriate, apply the knowledge. This means that any act of wrong doing or neglect that contravenes the rule or acceptable practice before, during and after examination by any body in any way is examination malpractice.
Olushola (2016), stated that examination malpractice is an unlawful behaviour or activity engaged in by students to have personal advantage in an examination over their colleagues or mates who are taking the same examination. Malpractice could be committed before, during or after the examination by either the students taking the examination or by officials assigned with the administration of the examination. Dike (2016), from the psychological point of view saw examination malpractice as all forms of cheating which directly or indirectly falsify the ability of the students. It refers to counter practice that is against the ethics of examination. It is also an act of disrespect to all rules and regulations guiding the good conduct of any examination or any evaluation process.
	Soyele and Olushola (2016), stressed that examination malpractice is not a new phenomenon in Nigeria, as well as other parts of the world. The first examination malpractice in Nigeria was reported in 1914, when there was a leakage of question paper of the Senior Cambridge Local Examination (Dike, 2016). Examination Malpractice is caused by a number of factors all related to moral decadence in Nigeria. Some candidates find that cheating, dishonesty; including embezzlement and stealing of public funds and property do not attract the condemnation and punishment they deserve and therefore see nothing wrong with those bad virtues. 
Causes of Examination Malpractices 
The occurrence of examination malpractice depends on number of factors which changes over time. Examination malpractice can occur before, during and after examinations. Ogunsannya (2014) in his study found that laziness, unseriousness, uncompleted syllabus, fear of failure and poor reading skills were the causes of examination malpractice. In the present study, the following are identified as causes of examination malpractice in West Africa: 
i. 	Corruption: Corruption is one of the major causes of examination malpractice in West Africa. The level of corruption in the region has contributed in no small measure to the increasing cases of malpractices. Institutional corruption has made a lot of officials to compromise examination papers for financial gains. Some have even formed syndicates with the purpose of facilitating the posting of students to certain centres or monitoring of their scripts after examinations. 
ii. 	Poor Learning Facilities: The state of facilities in most public schools across West Africa is worrisome. Many schools lack the basic facilities such as laboratories and well equipped libraries to support teaching and learning. This affects the confidence of students going into external examinations. Hence in order to avoid failures, many students often resort to cheating to get results. 
iii. 	Poor Supervision: One of the leading causes of examination malpractice in West Africa is poor supervision. Many a time few supervisors are sent to supervise large number of students. thereby making it extremely difficult for them to supervise thoroughly because they are overwhelmed by the crowd of students. There is also the problem of poor checking of students before the examination while some supervisors compromise their position, and connive with heads of school and students allow open cheating in the examination hall. Recently, WAEC, NECO and JAMB blacklisted some supervisors for various offences ranging from poor supervision, aiding and abetting and connivance in examination malpractices. 
iv. 	Poor Use of Technology: Technology has the potential to mitigate examination malpractices if properly deployed. However, most schools in West Africa lack the relevant technologies to counter examination malpractice. Even some of the schools who managed to acquire some of these technologies are often confronted with the problem of lack of skilled personnel to put them into maximum use. 
v. 	Certificate Mentality: The menace of examination malpractices are increasing in West Africa as a result of the emphasis placed on certificates rather than productivity. Most educational system within the region is centered on certificate acquisition and not on skills. Thus, students are desperate to pass examinations in order to obtain certificate to be able to advance their careers. 
vi. 	Labour Strikes: The incessant labour strikes often embarked upon by the teacher unions and their affiliates have demoralized students’ interest in learning. Sometimes schools are shut for months as a result of strikes and students are forced out of schools. This leads to frustration and decreases the reading interest of students prompting most of them to engage in malpractices to succeed. 
vii. 	Parental Factors: Examination malpractices are being encouraged and funded by some parents who go around lobbying lecturers on behalf of their children. The failure of parental duties and the involvement of parents in cheating have worsened the cases of malpractices in examinations. Wealthy parents tend to entice teachers with money in order to influence them to assist their children in examinations. 
viii. 	Social Vices: Social vices like cultism have increased the rate of examination malpractices. Members are often brainwashed to believe that being a member of such group can influence their performance in examinations. Some even go to the extent of coercing teachers to award marks to them.
ix. 	Inadequate Manpower: Manpower constrains contributes in no small measure to the problem of examination in West Africa. A situation whereby a teacher is assigned a large class or different classes to teach, he/she may not be able to effectively teach the class or cover the syllabus. This may cause the students to engage in malpractices. 
x. 	Teacher Attitude and Methodology: The attitudes of some teachers discourage students’ interest in their course. Some teachers use negative languages on their students while some others do not take into consideration the learning differences of their students. Some teachers do not adopt students centred approach, they stick to the traditional method of teaching which places them as mater or sole disseminator of knowledge with little or no room for students participation. All of these attitudes could affect students’ confidence in examination and hence lure them to malpractice. 
xi. 	Moral Decadence in the Society: The increasing rate of moral decay in the society encourages examination malpractices. Many students and educators no longer see examination malpractice as evil. Cheating is becoming a norm in some society. Many people now regard malpractice as a business and can go to any extent to collect money from examinees to facilitate their success in examinations. 
Different Type of Examination Malpractice
Jibril (2016), in a contribution on incidence of examination malpractice in society, admitted that it is a reflection of the moral decadence of our country. Jibril supported this by seeing examination malpractice as one of the features of a society that nurtures cheats and mediocre and turns them into celebrities. A lot of unemployed graduates and senior secondary schools student see examination period as an avenue for making money. Some of them refer to the period of WASSCE and other similar examinations as ‘harvest time’. (Newswatch Magazine, May 19, 2018). The concept of examination malpractices according to Jekayinfa (2016) is discussed thus: 
Dishonesty during Examination
Researchers and educationists (Adesina 2016; Awanbor 2016, Banwo, 2016; Solake, 2017; Olaniyan, 2017; Olasehinde, 2018), have written on a number of behaviors that are exhibited by students during examinations in order to cheat. Some of these activities with special names they are referred to by their perpetrators as follows:
Giraffing: This is an act of sticking out one’s neck to see another student’s answer sheet.
Lateral Connection: This is a sitting arrangement whereby the “bright” student is seated in the center, flanked on both sides by other students.
Nothing-nothing: This involves the use of empty biro to trace information on a blank white piece of paper. Seeing this on the table, one would think there is nothing on the paper, but on closer observation, one would realize that the paper is well loaded with facts related to the examination.
Livewire: This is when students have access to live question paper before the examination.
Dubbing: This is when students copy in the examination hall either from their partner’s paper or the material they brought into the examination venue.
Impersonation: Employing the services of another student to write the examination.
Table Top: Writing anticipated answers on top of a desk before the commencement of examination.
CNN: Sharing questions and answers between a group for eventual connection in the examination hall.
Effect of Examination Malpractice on Students’ Academic Achievement 
According to Ugwu (2017), examination malpractice is a deliberate wrong-doing contrary to official examination rules and designed to place a candidate at an unfair advantage. It comes in different forms, like the leakage of examination papers, impersonation, external assistance, revealing answers (using dictation, phones and pagers) during examinations, copying or ‘giraffing’ another candidate’s work, inadequate spacing, lax supervision and inflation of a candidate’s original mark by
those who grade the scripts. 
From the east to the west and from the north to the south, the menace of examination malpractice is echoed in all the nooks and crannies of Nigeria. The disease has eaten deep into the three levels of the educational system (tertiary, secondary and primary). The malady seems incurable because virtually all citizens in one way or the other are involved in the educational malaise. The youths believe they cannot be successful in examinations without malpractice, which they have baptized with so many esoteric aliases, such as ‘symbiosis’, ‘mgbo’ (Ibo for bullet), ‘help’, ‘memory backup’, ‘mercenary’, ‘missiles’, ‘giraffing’, ‘dubbing’, ‘xeroxing’, ‘sorting’, among others. The scourge has become the order of the day (Ugwu, 2017).
Inconsistency in government policy and weak political will are not helping the matter. Oyakanmi (2016), reported that the Federal Ministry of Education (FME) has buried two of the most brilliant initiatives introduced by Mrs. Obiageli Ezekwesili as Education Minister. These are the Community Action and Transperency Initiative (CATI) and the Examination Malpractice Blacklist Initiative (EMBI). Both initiatives, received with joy by education sector stakeholders, were launched in the Transcorp Hotel, Abuja on March 18, 2017. Familiar forces at the FME, with the connivance of a former minister, strangled both initiatives to death immediately Ezekwesili left office. Since then, no Education Minister has bothered to re-examine them. Yet, so much noise was made about the problems associated with corruption and examination malpractice, which were direct consequences of their failure to act appropriately.
The first major campaign against examination malpractice was taken up by the Exam Ethics Project (EEP) founded in 2016, which raised a lot of awareness about the operational mode of the perpetrators. In March 2017, the FME unveiled the Examination Malpractice Blacklist 1 and 2, detailing all those involved in the examination malpractice blacklist (EMB) that had been caught, investigated and then sanctioned. They stood suspended indefinitely as examiners, supervisors or invigilators of FME associated examinations, including those of National Examinations Council (NECO), West African Examinations Council (WAEC), Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National Business and Technical Education Board (NABTEB) and National Teachers’ Institute (NTI). The suspension was without prejudice to other disciplinary actions by FME and by anti-corruption or law-enforcement agencies. Sadly, the reality today is that majority of those listed in the publication were not sanctioned after Ezekwesili left office. In fact, some of them have been promoted (Oyakanmi, 2016).
Consequently, Nigeria ranked number one in the world’s examination malpractice index in 2016. The average annual examination malpractice index was 12 per cent. In the May/June 2012 school certificate examination conducted by NECO, a total of 615,010 cases of malpractice were recorded, while 439,529 were recorded in the 2011 examination (Omeri, 2012). At the tertiary education level, ‘sorting’ is the term used for obtaining undeserved marks in examinations by irregular practices. It takes various forms, including sexual gratifications, financial/material gifts, cult-assisted extortion of marks, among others. Since most students had improper educational foundation at the basic and secondary education levels, ‘sorting’ is a growing menace as a means of ‘crossing over’. After obtaining their degrees, they could become lecturers in colleges of education or polytechnics. Once they obtain masters degree by the same fraudulent means, they may become lecturers in universities. 
Expectedly, they perpetrate ‘sorting’ and bake unacceptable ‘bread’ out of their students. It is a vicious cycle, indeed. As was rightly observed by Nigeria’s Ministry of Education, the education sector is in shambles, and any nation whose educational sector is in crisis can never grow economically. Any country that ignored the leading role of education in the drive for development risked producing citizens who could become weapons of mass destruction. The Ministry then proposed reforms programme to promote education that is, among others, efficient and effective, and functional for life-skills acquisition, job creation and poverty eradication (FGN, 2017). This is in recognition of education as not only a process of transmitting the cultural heritage, but also a means of developing the entire person to enable him live effectively and efficiently in the society and to advance it for the future (Eneh, 2019).
Influence of Electronic Media in Curbing Examination Malpractices  
Aduwa-Ogrebaen and Iyamu (2015), citing Thierer (2016), submit thus: There is no doubt that modern life is dominated by technology. There is universal recognition of the need to use Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in education as we enter the era of Globalisation. Already, Nigeria is on the wrong side of the International digital-divide, as it has not made significant efforts at integrating electronic media into education.
Examination malpractice is the act of violating examination rules and regulations by a candidate, candidates or their agents before, during or after an examination in order to have undue advantage. Such activities give candidates an unfair advantage and reduce the reliability of the grades and scores obtained by candidates if not caught or sanctioned (Uwadiae and Uduah, (2016).
Some activities captured under the term ‘examination malpractice' are:
a. 	Bringing in of foreign materials into the examination hall (Curran, 2016).
b. 	Irregular activities inside or outside the examination hall e.g. sending information by agents or touts to candidates inside the Examination halls.
c. 	Foreknowledge of examination questions.
d. 	Mass cheating: with the involvement of School Authorities, candidates and Examination
Officials.
e. 	Insult/ Assault of supervisors/ Inspectors by Candidates.
f. 	Miscellaneous cases: having two types of hand-writing on a Candidate's scrip, use f unsigned scripts, etc (Uwadiae and Uduah (2016); Curran, Middleton and Doherty, 2016).
Some of the electronic media measures currently taken to negate this menace of malpractice include:
1. 	Pre-print of Objective Answer sheets bearing candidate's examination particulars and subject/ paper which must be used specifically.
2. 	E-registration was introduced in 2015 to checkmate incidences of Impersonation through electronically captured photographs.
3. 	Issuance of forge-proof certificates with high grade security features like watermarks,
holograms, and copy proof marks- making forged results easily detectible.
4. 	E-confirmation and verification of results.
5. 	Photo embossment on certificates amongst other (Uwadiae and Uduah, 2016).
The integration of electronic media into education has brought significant advancement, though not without some issues to be dealt with on the flipside (Abubakar and Adebayo, 2014). Eromosele (2018), observes that examination malpractice has long graduated from the normal ‘giraffing' at a neighbour's work, using key-points, notes and textbooks, copying on papers, desk or laps, to more advanced and sophisticated systems. Some candidates now employ the functionalities of these high technological devices to bring answers into the examination hall, especially for multiple choice questions.
Curran, Middleton and Doherty (2016) highlight that the previous methods of cheating (traditionally) are speedily being replaced with miniaturized technologies, which can hold larger amounts of information. The use gadgets such as: Mobile phones, Scientific calculators (e.g. T1-84 model), MP3 players, Wireless receivers, PDA (Pocket PCs), Invisible ink pens), Wrist watches and printed label etc.
With the continuous repetition of the malpractice menace, adequate measures ought to be taken to curtail the continuous repetition and effects of Malpractices in Nigerian Higher Educational Institutions. There are a number of different technological approaches, which could be summed up under the broad-term: ‘Electronic Invigilation', adaptable to cushion the growing effects of examination malpractice.
i. 	Jammers (Signal Jamming Devices): according to Curran, Middleton and Doherty (2016), Jammers are intended to prevent radio equipment from receiving and transmitting signals relevant to their functions. Such Jammers can be programmed to be strong enough to block mobile phone signals without interfering with the functionalities of other electronically-powered equipments in the examination halls, such as electronic doors and boards, CCTV camera, etc.
ii. 	Reference is made to the "Faraday Cage", which requires that metal is built into the walls of the examination hall to block electro-magnetic waves. This would hamper free flow of mobile networks, signals and deactivate the possibilities of text messaging for as long as the examination lasts (Curran, 2016).
iii. 	Detection devices could be provided and purchased for as low as 100 pounds, which has the capacity to detect the presence and use of mobile phones, PDAs and other network adapted devices and micro-chips within a limited range. This could be held by the invigilator while he/she walks around the hall (Curran, 2016).
iv.	The use of CCTV Camera for surveillance and the recording of examination offence could be adopted also. The mere presence of CCTV cameras alone is capable of scaring potential malpractice candidates, since they are well aware of being watched, with the possibilities of recorded clips being filed as evidence of malpractice endeavours (Curran, 2016).
v. 	Also, airport metal detectors are capable of discouraging candidates who try to sneak in microphones and earpieces. When candidate with such devices walk through the metal detector, it produces a beep as a sign of the presence of metal devices (Curran, 2016).
vi. 	The Virtual Invigilator System is a device designed to secure the electronic communications of an assessment environment. It is designed to assist in proctoring an examination hall (Percival, Percival and Martian, 2018). The system helps by monitoring all networks for traffic from the computers in the class room, recording it and at the same time identifying in real-time any activity that is suspected to be violating the rules set up for the examination and alert the invigilator (Percival, 2018).
Therefore, in order to avoid pre-programmed calculators being used, educational management organisations should provide approved calculators, which would be given to candidates for the examinations and returned afterwards.
Strategies to Curb Examination Malpractice among Secondary School Students 
Since, appropriate education technology (AET) enables the learner to discover the environment and imparts the skills for economic self-reliance and poverty reduction, the mainstream in AET can stem the tide of the unemployment quagmire and insecurity conundrum plaguing the Nigerian nation. 
Also, the Federal Government has tried to address the acknowledged problem by changing from one system of education to another, to no avail. The country inherited from the colonial masters the 6-5-2-3 education system, whereby the child spent 6 years in primary, 5 years in secondary, 2 years in high school, and 3 years in university. This system was changed in 1988 to 6-3-3-4 system, whereby the child spent 6 years in primary, 3 years each in junior secondary and senior secondary, and 4 years in university. Ten years later (2018), the system was changed to 9-3-4, whereby the child spent 9 years in basic school (6 years in primary + 3 years in junior secondary), 3 years in senior secondary, and 4 years in university. But, the problem persists because the issue is not much of the education system. Rather, it is that of education technology. 
Again, the recent National Policy on Education (NERDC, 2016) has attempted to modify and quantify the emphasis on improved intake for science-oriented disciplines by providing that not less than 60% of places shall be allocated to science and science-oriented courses in the conventional universities and not less than 80% in the universities of technology. This will equally fail, unless AET is mainstreamed, since science, para-science, technology, engineering, and indeed, all fields of study need AET to equip the learner with what it takes to set up micro, small and medium enterprises in their fields of study or related or familiar fields.
There are different approaches adopted by different examination bodies, governments and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). Examination bodies such as the West African Examinations Council (WAEC) and the National Examinations Council (NECO) have been trying to fight examination malpractice. Fagbemi (2016) cited by Olatoye (2017) reported efforts by WAEC to include public enlightenment campaigns, information to students on rules and regulations guiding examinations, punitive actions on candidates and WAEC staff involved in malpractice, and creation of a whole department headed by a Deputy Registrar to handle cases of malpractice.
NECO has also conducted workshops, seminars and public enlightenment campaigns. An NGO known as Examination Ethics Project has worked tirelessly on examination malpractice. The Nigerian government, in order to curtail the trends of examination malpractice in schools has made some laws. One of such laws is the Act 33 of 1999. The decree spelt out the types of examination malpractice and punishment. Offences enumerated by the Act include;
i. Cheating at examinations, ii. Stealing of question papers, iii.Impersonating, iv. Disorderliness at examinations, v. Disturbance at examinations vi. 	Misconduct at examination vii Obstruction of supervisor in carry' out his duties during examinations.viii. Breach of duty during examinations. ix. Conspiracy to cheat.x. Aiding and abetting examinees to cheat and other related offences.
The Act stipulates that for any of the offences committed by a person of 18 years of age and above, a fine up to N100, 000 or imprisonment of a term up to 3 years or more would be applied. However, part II (Miscellaneous schedule) provides that when the person charged for any of the listed offences above is below the age of seventeen he/she shall be dealt with under the provisions of Children and Young Persons Act. If the accused is a school principal, invigilator, supervisor, agent, custodian or employee of an examination body, he/she will be liable to imprisonment for a term of 4 or 5 years with an option of fine, or in another case, liable to imprisonment of a term of 4 years without option of fine.
It has been observed that all the efforts by the government, examination bodies, institutions, individuals and concerned groups towards eradicating examination malpractice have not yielded meaningful results. Rather the situation has become worse in recent times (Olatunbosun, 2016). For instance, Jekayinfa (2016), observed that all the penal codes made by the government have not been implemented. No offender on record is known to have been tried under any of the decrees. According to him, the decrees/laws are too draconian un-reformative and hence unenforceable. Therefore, there is the need to curb examination malpractice through some other ways like teaching of moral Education in Nigeria schools. 
Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
	In the related literatures reviewed by the researcher, it was discovered that the various studies on examination malpractices were narrow and not broad thereby coming up with outdated strategies for student academic performance from undiversified sampled populations. The reviewed literatures have brought the various hi-tech methods of perpetrating examination malpractices to lime light. It also aided in the knowledge of several ways of addressing the hi-tech malpractices through modern electronics means. Some theories reviewed revealed that, to a large extend, if morality is inculcated in the minds of the people of Nigeria and if all stakeholders are willing to address the issue of examination malpractice with all sincerity, then the problem of examination malpractice can be curtailed. 
	The interest of this researcher therefore is to identify those new methods used in the perpetration of examination malpractices and then proffer useful innovative strategies for curbing both the new and remote methods of examination malpractices. All stakeholders must show commitment, determination and sincerity of purpose, for the innovative strategies for student academic performance to actually make any significant impact in preventing examination malpractices in Nigeria.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This chapter presents the methodology adopted in carrying out this research work. It has been discussed under the following subheadings: 
Research Design
Population of the Study
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
Research Instrument
Validity of the Instrument 
Reliability of the Instrument 
Procedure for Data Collection 
Method of Data Analysis
Research Design
	This study is a descriptive survey design aimed at identifying the influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA. Ali (2016), stated that a survey is a descriptive study which seeks or uses the sample data of an investigation to document, describe, and explain what is existent or non-existent, on the present status of a phenomenon being investigated. Ali went further to say that in surveys, views, facts etc are collected, analysed and used for answering research question. 

Population of the Study 
	The target population of this study will be all science students in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Technique 
Stratified random sampling technique will be used to select ten secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Also stratified random sampling technique would be used to select twenty students from each of the ten secondary schools in all, a total of two hundred students would made up the sample subject of the study.  
Research Instrument 
	The researcher would make use of a well structured questionnaire to elicit relevant information from the sample respondents. The instrument would be tagged as “Electronic Media and the Menace of Examination Malpractices Questionnaire (EMMEMQ). The questionnaire would consists of two sections (A and B). section ‘A’ seek for personal information of respondents such as Sex, Age, Class, and background status e.t.c while section ‘B’ would contain 20-items statement on examination malpractices strategies and students academic performance in senior secondary schools.
	The items on the questionnaire would be arranged using licker scale type of Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D) Strongly Disagreed (SD). Respondents would be expected to tick from the alternatives the option that best represent their opinions.


Validity of the Instrument 
To ensure the validity of the instrument for this study draft of the questionnaire will be evaluated using assessment (research instrument) developed and deployed by the researcher and to be given to the project supervisor and other experts in the department and a test construction experts for their comments, amendments and suggestions. Their opinions, amendments and suggestions would be in-corporated into the final draft of the instrument, which will ensure both face and content validity of the instrument. 
Reliability of the Instrument 
	To determine the reliability of the instruments, the questionnaire will be subjected to test-retest method. The instrument would be administered on ten students who will not be among the samples selected for this study. The instrument will be re-administered on the same subject after two weeks interval and the two score will be subjected to statistical analysis using Correlation Coefficient statistics.
Procedure for Data Collection
	The instrument for the study will be administered personally by the researcher to the respondents in the selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state. The researcher will seek for permission from the appropriate authorities within the sample schools before the administration. All completed questionnaire will be collected and collated for data analysis.


Method of Data Analysis
Descriptive statistic of frequencies and simple percentage will be used to analyze the demographic data. Descriptive mean score and standard deviation will be use to answer the research questions raised while the hypotheses will be tested using Pearson product moment correlation (PPMC) statistical tool at 0.05 level of significance.



CHAPTER FOUR
This chapter presents the results and discussion of results. A total of 200 students supplied information on the questionnaire. Simple percentage was used to analyze respondents’ responses and statistical method was adopted to test the entire hypotheses formulated at 0.05 level of significance.
Description of the Sample Respondents  
Simple percentage was used to analyze the personal data and presented in table below.
Table 1: Description of Respondent by Gender. 
	Gender 
	Frequency (N) 
	Percentage % 

	Male 
	120 
	60.0

	Female 
	80
	40.0

	Total 
	200
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2023  
From the above table 120 students representing 60.0% of respondents sample were male while the remaining 80 or 40 % were female.
Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents 
	Age Range (years)
	Observed Frequency (No)
	Percentage (%)

	12-18 
	60
	30.0

	19-24
	80
	40.0

	25 and above 
	60
	30.0

	Total 
	200
	100.0


Source: Field Survey, 2023
	From the table 2, 60 respondents representing 30.0% of the sampled students were 12-18 years of age, 80(40.0%) were between 19-24years, while the remaining 60 (30.0%) students were above 25years.  
Analysis of Research Questions and Test of Hypotheses   
This section presents the analysis of data collected from the respondents through the administered questionnaire. The research questionnaire were descriptively answered using mean score and standard deviation and the cut-off (criterion) mean is set at 2.50 and a mean score between 2.50 and above will be considered as accepted (agree) while mean value below 2.50 will be rejected. While calculating the criterion mean score, the responses from the likert rating scale i.e SA = 4, A=3 D=2 and SD =1 while implies 4+3+2+1 =10 with average of 2.50, which form a justification mean score. 
RQ1: What are the factors responsible for examination malpractices among Senior Secondary Schools student in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 


Table 3: Descriptive Analysis of Respondents’ Responses on Factors Responsible For Examination Malpractice Among Senior Secondary School
	S/N
	Items
Factors responsible for examination malpractice
	SA (%)
	A (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Mean score
	Std 
	Remark 

	1
	Poor study habit 
	130
(65.0)
	50
(25.0)
	20
(10.0)
	-
	3.29
	1.19
	Agreed 

	2
	Indiscipline among students 
	120 (60.0)
	40 (20.0)
	20 (10.0)
	20 (10.0)
	3.54
	1.09
	Agreed 

	3
	Inadequate preparation during examination 
	136 (68.0)
	40 (20.0)
	16 (8.0)
	8 (4.0)
	3.66
	1.11
	Agreed 

	4
	Poor concentration during lesson 
	140 (70.0)
	20 (10.0)
	-
	40 (20.0)
	3.09
	1.14
	Agreed 

	5 
	Poor class attendance of teachers 
	92 (46.0)
	 70 (35.0)
	28 (14.0)
	20(5.0)
	2.44
	1.36
	Disagreed 

	6
	Desire of students to pass examination by all means.
	120 (60.0)
	60 (30.0)
	20 (10.0)
	-
	3.73
	1.04
	Agreed 

	7
	Inadequate infrastructural facilities in the schools 
	92 (46.0)
	48 (24.0)
	10 (5.0)
	10 (5.0)
	3.91
	1.02
	Agreed 

	8 
	Poor teaching method by the teachers.
	100 (50.0)
	50 (25.0)
	30(15.0)
	10 (5.0)
	3.58
	1.48
	Agreed 

	9
	Lack of proper guidance for students. 
	80 (40.0)
	60 (30.0)
	40 (20.0)
	20 (10.0)
	2.12
	1.20
	Disagreed 

	10
	Lack of effective supervision during the examination. 
	132 (66.0)
	40 (20.0)
	28(14.0)
	-
	3.22
	1.28
	Agreed 

	11
	Aiding and abetting by invigilators in the examination hall.
	90 (45.0)
	70 (35.0)
	20(10.0)
	20 (10.0
	3.12
	1.18
	Agreed 

	12
	Peer influence  
	110(55.0)
	60 (30.0
	20(10.0)
	10 (5.0)
	2.56
	1.30
	Agreed 

	13
	Inadequate teaching hours by teachers.  
	96(48.0)
	60 (30.0)
	20(10.0)
	10 (5.0)
	2.84
	1.12
	Agreed 

	14
	Staying away from school at will
	100(50.0)
	50 (25.0)
	20(10.0)
	30 (15.0)
	2.55
	1.14
	Agreed 

	15
	Non-implementation of the examination malpractices sanction  
	120(60.0)
	40 (20.0)
	20(10.0)
	20(10.0)
	3.33
	1.04
	Agreed 


Source: Field Survey, 2023
Table 3 showed the analysis of respondents’ responses on the factors responsible for examination among secondary school students. Therefore, 130(65.0%) strongly agreed, 50(25.0%) agreed were in support of poor study habit while 20 (10.0%) disagreed with none for strongly disagreed while the mean score of the responses was found to be 3.29 which is higher than the 2.50 criterion mean value. A total of 120 (60.0%) of the respondents strongly agreed in response to item 2, 40(20.0%) agreed as against 20(10.0%) and 20(10.0%) who were disagreed and strongly disagreed with the statement respectively while the mean score was found to be 3.54 which is also above the 2.50 criterion mean. In response to item 3, 136 (68.0%) of the respondents strongly agreed, 40 (20.0%) agreed while 16 (8.0%) disagreed and 8(4.0%) were strongly disagreed with the mean score of 3.66. As reflected from the table, majority of the responses were strongly agreed and agreed, also the mean value in each of the responses were also found to be above the 2.50 criterion mean value. 
While item 5, which stated that poor class attendance of teachers was considered not be among the factor as the mean score is less than the 2.50 criterion mean (2.24). In response to item 6, which stated that desire of students to pass examination by all means, the mean score is 3.73 with the standard deviation of 1.04 and the mean score is find to be above the criterion 2.50 mean score. On item 7, 92 (46.0) of the respondents strongly agreed, 48 (24.0) agreed while 10 (5.0) disagreed and 10 (5.0) were strongly disagreed with the mean score of 3.91 which is also above the criterion of 2.50 mean score. In response to item 8, 100 (50.0) of the respondents strongly agreed, 50 (25.0) agreed while 30(15.0) disagreed and 10 (5.0) were strongly disagreed with the mean score of 3.58 which is also above the criterion of 2.50 mean score. 
Item 9 also has a mean score below the 2.50 criterion (2.12), therefore, the statement was considered as not a factor. The responses to the related items shows that 90 (45.0%) strongly agreed and 70 (35.0%) agreed that the aiding and abetting by invigilators in the examination hall while 20 (10.0%) and 20 (10.0%) of the respondents were of disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively with the mean value found to be 3.12 which is also confirmed to the level agreement as it is above the 2.50 criterion mean. Also in response to item 12, which state that peer influence, 110 (55.0%) were strongly agreed, 60 (30.0%) agreed while 20 (10.0%) disagreed and 10 (5.0%) strongly disagreed. Majority of the responses strongly agreed and agreed on most of the items and their respective mean score is also above the 2.50 criterion mean. Thus, it can be concludes that poor study habit, indiscipline among students, inadequate preparation during examination and poor concentration during lesson are some of the responsible for examination malpractices among senior secondary schools student.
RQ2:	The categories of electronic media that could be effectively used in curbing the examination malpractice among secondary school students.


Table 4: Descriptive Analysis of Respondent Responses on Categories of Electronic Media that Could be Effectively Used in Curbing the Examination Malpractice Among Secondary School Students.
	S/N
	Items
Categories of electronic media can be utilized in Curbing of examination malpractice    
	SA (%)
	A (%)
	D (%)
	SD (%)
	Mean score
	STD

	16
	Computer monitoring can be effectively use to curtails the menace of examination malpractice  
	140 (70.0)
	60 (30.0)
	-
	-
	3.15
	1.20

	17
	Effective monitoring could be set up through internet to control examination malpractice  
	136 (68.0)
	32 (16.0)
	32 (16.0)
	-
-
	3.60
	1.18

	18
	Broadcasting technology (radio and television) could be use as an avenue for public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice   
	124 (62.0)
	48 (24.0)
	24 (12.0)
	4 (2.0)
	2.44
	1.03

	19
	Telephony (mobile technology) can be use to monitor examination procedures  
	84 (42.0)
	60 (30.0)
	44 (22.0)
	12 (6.0
	2.63
	1.04

	20
	The use of Close Circuit Camera Television (CCTV) can be use as a monitoring and supervision of examination procedure    
	110 (55.0)
	60 (30.0
	20 (10.0)
	10 (5.0)
	2.85
	1.18


Source: Field Survey, 2023
	From table 4, 140 (70.0%) of respondents strongly agreed that computer monitoring can be effectively use to curtails the menace of examination malpractice while 60 (30.0%) agreed with the mean score of 3.15 and none of the responses disagreed and strongly disagreed. On item 17, which state that effective monitoring could be set up through internet to control examination malpractice, 136 (68.0%) were strongly agreed, 32 (16.0%) agreed while 32 (16.0%) disagreed and none of respondent were strongly disagreed. on item 18, which state that Broadcasting technology (radio and television) could be use as an avenue for public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice, 124 (62.0%) were strongly agreed, 48 (24.0%) agreed while 24 (12.0%) disagreed and 4 (2.0%) were strongly disagreed.    
Also in response to item 19, which state that telephony (mobile technology) can be used to monitor examination procedures, 84 (42.0%) were strongly agreed, 60 (30.0%) agreed while 44 (22.0%) disagreed and 12 (6.0%) strongly disagreed. In response to item 20, which state that the use of Close Circuit Camera Television (CCTV) can be use as a monitoring and supervision of examination procedure, 110 (55.0%) were strongly agreed, 60 (30.0%) agreed while 20(10.0%) disagreed and 10 (5.0%) strongly disagreed. 
	As reflected from the data analyzed in the above table, it was revealed from the analysis that the electronic media can be effectively used in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students. It shows clearly from the analysis that the use of Close Circuit Camera Television (CCTV) can be used for monitoring and supervising examination procedure with the mean score which is above the 2.50 criterion mean value.
RQ3:	How effective are the electronic media in Curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students?
Table 5: Descriptive Analysis of Respondents Responses on Assessment of the Effectiveness of Electronic Media in Curbing of Examination Malpractice among Secondary School Students.
	S/N
	Effectiveness of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractice    
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean Score
	STD 
	Remark

	21
	It increases the public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice among parent  
	136 (68.0)
	40 (20.0)
	16 (8.0)
	4 (2.0)
	3.68
	1.48
	Agree

	22
	Ensure global best practice in the conduct examination 
	140 (70.0)
	20 (10.0)
	-
	20 (20.0)
	3.75
	1.20
	Agree

	23
	Increase access to improved and quality education   
	92 (46.0)
	 70 (35.0)
	28 (14.0)
	10(5.0)
	2.89
	1.28
	Agree

	24
	Enhance interpersonal communication and education for improved students performance 
	120 (60.0)
	60 (30.0)
	20 (10.0)
	-
	2.68
	1.18
	Agree

	25
	The use of electronic media increases student’s readiness to learn thus help to curb series of malpractice during examination. 
	110 (55.0)
	40 (24.0)
	35 (20.0)
	15 (7.5)
	2.66
	1.30
	Agree


Source: Field Survey, 2023	
From table 5, 136 (68.0%) of respondents strongly agreed that electronic media increase the public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice among students  while 40 (20.0%) agreed with the mean score of 3.15 and 16 (8.0%) disagreed and 4 (2.0%) strongly disagreed on item 22, which stated that electronic media ensures global best practice in the conduct of examination, 140 (70.0%) strongly agreed, 32 (16.0%) agreed while 32 (16.0%) disagreed and none of respondent strongly disagreed. On item 23, which stated that electronic media increases access to improved and quality education, 92 (46.0%) strongly agreed, 70 (35.0%) agreed while 28 (14.0%) disagreed and 10 (5.0%) were strongly disagreed.    
Also in response to item 24, which stated that electronic media enhances interpersonal communication and education for improved students performance, 120 (60.0%) strongly agreed, 60 (30.0%) agreed while 20 (10.0%) disagreed and none of the respondent strongly disagreed with the statement. In response to item 25, which stated that the use of electronic media increases students’ readiness to learn thus help to curb series of malpractice during examination., 110 (55.0%) strongly agreed, 40 (24.0%) agreed while 35 (20.0%) disagreed and 15 (7.5%) strongly disagreed. The aggregate score for the earlier items was also agreed with the level of decision thus, the use of electronic media could be effectively use in Curbing of examination malpractice.      
Test of Research Hypotheses	
	Four research questions guided the conduct of this research along with the corresponding four hypotheses; the questions (RQ 1-4) were answered along with the corresponding hypotheses (Ho1–Ho3) through the use of Pearson Product-moment Correlation (Ppmc) Statistics.
Ho1: 	There is no significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in Curbing examination malpractices.       


Table 6: Pearson product moment correlation statistics on the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices.  
	Variables
	N
	Mean  
	SD
	 Df
	r-cal
	r-crt.
	Decision

	Causes of examination malpractice  

	200
	42.37 
	11.89
	
 198
	
0.864
	
0.662
	
H01
Rejected

	Use of electronic media     
	200

	42.54

	11.86
	
	
	
	


Source: Field Survey, 2023

Table 6 shows that a positive and significant relationship exists between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices. From the table, the calculated PPMC (r) value of 0.864 is greater and positive to that of critical PPMC (r) value of 0.662 at 198 degree of freedom and at 0.05 level of significant, thus the null hypothesis (Ho1) which state that there is no significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices is hereby rejected. Thus, this implies that there is significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices.                
Ho2:	There is no significant relationship between the use electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices among secondary school students.  


Table 7: Pearson product moment correlation statistics on the use electronic media in Curbing of examination malpractices among secondary school students.  
	Variables
	N
	Mean  
	 SD
	 Df
	r-cal
	r-crt.
	Decision

	Use of electronic media 
	200
	42.36
	11.41
	
198
	
0.965
	
0.662
	
H02
Rejected

	Menace of Examination malpractice    
	200
	42.54

	11.86
	
	
	
	


Source: Field Survey, 2023
	Table 7 shows that a positive and significant relationship exists between the use electronic media and the menace of examination malpractices in secondary school. From the table, the calculated PPMC (r) value of 0.965 is greater and positive to that of critical Ppmc (r) value of 0.662 at 198 degree of freedom and at 0.05 level of significant, thus the null hypothesis (Ho2) which stated that there is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and Curbing of examination malpractices in secondary school is hereby rejected. Thus, implies that there is significant relationship between the use electronic media and in curbing menace of examination malpractices among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.             
Ho3: 	There is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices among secondary school students.   
Table 8: Pearson product moment correlation statistics on the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices in secondary school students.    
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	SD
	Df
	r-cal
	r-crt.
	Decision

	Use of electronic media 

	200
	42.66
	11.63
	
198
	
0.764
	
0.662
	

H03
Rejected

	Management of examination malpractice      
	200
	42.54
	11.86
	
	
	
	


Source: Field Survey, 2023
	Table 8 shows that a positive and significant relationship exists between the use of electronic media and management of examination malpractice. From the table, the calculated PPMC (r) value of 0.764 is greater and positive to that of critical Ppmc (r) value of 0.662 at 198 degree of freedom and at 0.05 level of significant, thus the null hypothesis (Ho3) which stated that there is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices in secondary school is hereby rejected. Thus, it implies that there is no significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices among secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State.               
Discussion of Findings 
One of the findings of this study is that there is significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media in secondary school. This finding is in agreement with Onyechere (2014), who noted that it is almost a routine for students to cheat in examination.
The results of the data analysis have actually x-rayed the various forms of examination malpractices as well as their causes among secondary school students. The findings of this study are significant and important to all that are involved in education sector including employers of labour, parents and the general public. Fifteen (15) forms of examination malpractice were identified and evaluated. All the items were found to be significant.
These findings are in agreement with the findings of earlier studies on examination malpractice in the nation’s education sector. Maduka (2018); Adamu (2018); Fagbemi (2019), and Olatunbosun (2019) identified various forms of examination malpractice. They include, among others, bringing in unauthorized materials into the examination halls, substitution of answer scripts, body writing, use of mobile phones, shading of wrong question types, impersonation, leakage of question papers, change of examination grades and sorting. All the twenty three items received higher means scores and constituted significant forms of examination malpractice.
Initiating, implementing and managing technological infrastructure needed to curb digital cheating are quite expensive. Technological infrastructure and internet facilities will need to be installed in examination venues, qualified technical and professional staff must be employed, and there must be stable electricity supply. Being able to fund these programs is a challenging task to Nigerian academic institutions and examination bodies. Mordi (2018), reported that both Federal and State Governments have consistently allocated only 9% of their annual budgets to education. Recurrent expenditure consumes most part of the budget, leaving a meager sum for infrastructure that could boost ICT deployment. Between 2009 and 2013, the Federal Government budgeted $5.2 billion for education (Editorial, 2018). Out of the sum, $3.5 billion was spent on wages and salaries, leaving a meager $1.75 billion for infrastructural development. Considering the number of educational institutions in the country, this budgetary allocation is far too small for a period of 8 years. Though there has been an improvement on budgetary allocation to education in recent times (with $2 billion allocated to education in 2016), the amount allocated is not enough for massive ICT infrastructural development required in institutions and examination bodies to curb examination malpractice.
Similarly, most examination bodies depend on fees collected from candidates to run such examinations. The fees are hardly enough to cater for production, personnel and other miscellaneous costs. In most developing countries like Nigeria, corruption has become a growing phenomenon of grave concern. It is wide spread and part of everyday life (Khan, 2016). Most societies consider corruption as an integral way of life in all endeavors. Public or official decisions, for instance, on the award of contract for the procurement of ICT facilities are compromised by corrupt practices.
Similarly, access to a public service and the exercise of a right such as obtaining a mere document may need to be paid for, without official receipts. Corruption maybe defined as a process through which public officials break the law in pursuit of their private interest (Olatunbosun, 2019). The most common forms of corruption are bribery and extortion. It could also include the allocation of resources sentimentally based on private interest on the short or long run. The education sector is not immune from corrupt practices. Corruption poses a great challenge to curbing both traditional and hi-tech examination malpractices. 
Students, teachers, officials of Government and examination bodies, and parents are all involved in the web of corruption. The students who failed to prepare for examinations and want to have good grades at all cost are the major culprits. Some offer monetary gifts to invigilators so they could be allowed to come into the examination hall with programmed or web based mobile tablets and phones. It is reported that some female candidates engage in sexual seduction to entice and compromise male officials (Balogun, 2016). Interestingly, some parents provide their children with money to bribe examination officials or register in ‘special examination centres’ where examination rules and regulations are compromised.
On the part of teachers, they leave the students with no option than to cheat when they do not go to classes as and when due. Corrupt Government officials recruit teachers who do not have requisite qualifications and capability to teach and prepare students for examinations; thus leaving the students with no options than to cheat. Some teachers also go as far as collecting money or sexually harassing candidates in order to satisfy their selfish interests and compromise examination rules and standards. It is therefore not a surprise that Nwaorgu (2017), stated that “the graveyard tranquility which characterized exam halls in the good old days has suddenly disappeared and has been replaced by “hullabaloo” as teachers read out answers to the questions asked and the inability of a greater percentage of candidates who cannot spell words, ask teachers to spell it for them, thus compelling the teacher to write the answers on the board”. Examination invigilators engage in corrupt practices when they join fraudulent teachers and administrators and allow themselves to be bought over with money, gifts and sex. Having collected bribes, officials look the other way when students go into examination halls with ICT facilities that could compromise the examination.
In most schools in Nigeria, particularly the higher institutions, female students dress to entice their lecturers during examinations, some to intimidate them and others to provide a haven for their unauthorized materials. Sometimes these indecent dressings, distracts the supervisors and render them helpless. Some ladies insert their phones or PDAs (private digital assistants) in sensitive and private parts of their bodies. It may be difficult and embarrassing especially for a male supervisor to apprehend such ladies, without being accused of and prosecuted for sexual harassment (Salami, 2016).
The use of cell phone signal jammer to cub hi-tech examination malpractice has been suggested. However, the use of such jammers in public places has not been approved by the National Communications Commission. A cell phone signal jammer is a device used to prevent mobile phones from receiving signals in a given environment. If a phone jammer is installed at examination centres, it will interrupt signals and proper functionality of phones; thus helping to prevent some levels of hi-tech examination malpractice. Underwood (2016) is of the opinion that while technological solutions can and do support more conventional approaches to reducing academic dishonesty, they are not a total solution, not least because the use of technologies is been abused in our society.

CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter gives the summary of the work, in addition, it presents conclusion drawn from the study. The chapter also presents some workable recommendations arising from the findings for subsequent practical implementation of policies that will help to enhance proper motivation of teachers of secondary schools for greater productivity. Suggestions for further studies are equally provided. 
Summary 
The research work investigated the influence of electronic media in Curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A. The study has four objectives, four research questions and four null hypotheses were formulated. A population sample of 200 respondents was selected across ten (10) secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.    
The researcher adopted a descriptive survey design for the study. Two hundred (200) structured questionnaires were used for data collection, using weighted means score. The null hypotheses were tested using Pearson Product Moment Correlation (PPMC) and all the hypotheses were tested at 0.05 levels of significance. 
Based on the data collected and analysed statistically, all of the results of the finding revealed that 
· There was significant relationship between the causes of examination malpractices and the use of electronic media among secondary school students.      
· There was significant relationship between the use electronic media and Curbing of examination malpractices among secondary school students.      
· There was significant relationship between the use electronic media and the management of examination malpractices in secondary school.      
Conclusion 
Examination malpractice is a social problem that has become a hard nut to crack. It is a hydra-headed problem that has defied all efforts geared towards its solution. Thus, any effort aimed at resolving the problem must deal with the root causes of the problem. Examination malpractice has been identified as a reflection of the high moral decadence in the Nigerian society. It is therefore advocated that sound moral values and development of right attitudes through effective teaching of moral education in schools be adopted.
It is obvious that with this level of technology, examination malpractices will continue unabatedly while the standard of education will continuously keep nose-diving. This view is further given credence to by Osarumwense (2015), when he observed that with the aid of social media, students have advanced in their cheating. He explained how an undergraduate went into the examination hall, snaps the picture of the questions in the examination hall through WhatsApp and sent it to a friend who was comfortably sitting in his room with textbooks. Clearly, the causes of examination malpractice in secondary schools nowadays are complex and stem from many sources. Therefore, there should be an increased emphasis on the use of continuous assessment by schools and examination boards in determining students’ success or failure in public examinations and the termination of appointment of officials of examining bodies and teachers involved in perpetrating examination malpractices in schools. Also, there is need to make concerted efforts in enhancing discipline among students through
counseling services in the schools in other to prevent them from acts of indiscipline during examinations. 
Recommendations
Since other robust measures put in place have failed to reduce the incidence of examination malpractice in our secondary schools the following recommendations are made:
1. 	Moral education school be made compulsory in schools at all levels. Also, religious leaders should condemn examination malpractice and preach against it.
2. 	Students should be counseled to have faith in their own ability. They should be made to believe that if other students can pass their examinations genuinely, they too can pass theirs.
3. 	Students should be assisted by parents/guardian to form positive study habits to be able to succeed in schools.
4. 	Teachers need to acquire and display sound moral values of integrity and moral probity in order to resist stoutly their students wanting to bribe them so that they can aid them in cheating during examinations.
5. 	Teachers need to imbibe and display the right attitude of hard work and creativity and inculcate same in their students by giving regular assignments, projects and laboratory and workshop practical.
6. 	Parents should strive to interact with their children properly by teaching them basic moral values. They should also monitor the behaviour of their children and correct them when necessary.
7. 	Parents should also strive to practice what they teach to their children. This is because, if a child is growing amidst unfairness, vulgarity, cheating and lying and is taught moral values at school, he cannot see its relevance in his life.
8. 	Government at all levels must also wake up to their responsibilities by budgeting adequate funds for education. It may take a while to eradicate examination malpractice. But with the cooperation of all stakeholders, this societal evil can be tamed.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	The present research focus mainly on the influence of electronic media in Curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A., thus, it is suggested that similar research work should be carried out in other Local Government Area of Kwara State, also researches could  be conducted in the following areas;
i. An investigation into the factors responsible for mass failure among students in Kwara State College of Education Ilorin.
ii. A critical analysis of causes and solutions to examination malpractices: A study of selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
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APPENDIX  
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ILORIN  
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY/INTEGARTED SCIENCE  
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to collect information on influence of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice among secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A.. 
Your co-operation in supplying needed information is highly sought for. The information collected in form of data will be used for research purpose only and will be treated with utmost confidentiality.
Thank you for your anticipated co-operation.
						       	            Yours faithfully,  			     
        SALAWU RUTH
SECTION A
Instruction: Please tick (√) the appropriate answer as it necessary.
Personal Data:
1. 	Gender: Male (   ) Female (   ) 
2.	Age: (a) 12-18 years (  ) (b) 19-24 years (   )(c) 25years and above (   )
SECTION B: 
Instruction: Indicate your choice from the options by ticking (√) the appropriate column SA- Strongly Agree, A- Agreed, D-Disagreed and SD-Strongly Disagreed.

	S/N
	Items
Factors responsible for examination malpractice
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Poor study habit 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Indiscipline among students 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Inadequate preparation during examination 
	
	
	
	

	4
	Poor concentration during lesson 
	
	
	
	

	5 
	Poor class attendance of teachers 
	
	
	
	

	6
	Desire of students to pass examination by all means.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Inadequate infrastructural facilities in the schools 
	
	
	
	

	8 
	Poor teaching method by the teachers.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Lack of proper guidance for students. 
	
	
	
	

	10
	Lack of effective supervision during the examination. 
	
	
	
	

	11
	Aiding and abetting by invigilators in the examination hall.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Peer influence  
	
	
	
	

	13
	Inadequate teaching hours by teachers.  
	
	
	
	

	14
	Staying away from school at will
	
	
	
	

	15
	Non-implementation of the examination malpractices sanction  
	
	
	
	

	
	Categories of electronic media that can be utilized in curbing examination malpractice    
	
	
	
	

	16
	Computer monitoring can be effectively use to curtails the menace of examination malpractice   
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	Effective monitoring could be set up through internet to control examination malpractice  
	
	
	
	

	16
	Broadcasting technology (radio and television) could be use as an avenue for public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice   
	
	
	
	

	18
	Telephony (mobile technology) can be use to monitor examination procedures  
	
	
	
	

	19
	The use of Close Circuit Camera Television (CCTV) can be use as a monitoring and supervision of examination procedure    
	
	
	
	

	
	Effectiveness of electronic media in curbing examination malpractice    
	
	
	
	

	20
	The use of electronic media expose students acts of indiscipline during examination  
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	It increases the public awareness on the menace of examination malpractice among parent  
	
	
	
	

	22
	Ensure global best practice in the conduct of examination 
	
	
	
	

	23
	Increase access to improve quality education   
	
	
	
	

	24
	Enhance interpersonal communication and education for improved students performance 
	
	
	
	

	25
	The use of electronic media increases student’s readiness to learn thus help to curb series of malpractice during examination. 
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