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ABSTRACT
	This study was carried out to look at “Peer Groups and Economics Student Performance in Ilorin East  Local  Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria”.  There is no gain saying in the fact that Nigeria as a country is undergoing a fall in standard  of education, there is then the need to look at the major causes of the stated problems in which peer groups have being part of the factors. The peer group has been defined as the constellation of associates  of similar age and interest.  Scientific  data indicates that one’s peer groups can be especially influential during certain developmental  periods such as pre-adolescent and adolescence.  Many research studies stressed the importance of peer groups in the form of bad neighborhood, companions and gangs under particular circumstances and  at a certain stage of development.  From the research findings, it was discovered that there is a strong  positive relationship between peer group and students’ academic performance in Economics which emanate from the type of friends students are associating with.  Conclusively, it is hereby recommended that parents, guidance and teachers have major roles to play to improve the students’ academic performance and improve them on their proposed carriers. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
	Educational  activities are geared towards ensuring that students achieve mastery of educational objectives. In school, the extent to which these objectives have been achieved, is determined by their level of peer pressure, time management  as students’  success are reflected in their academic performance.  Peers play a large role in the social and emotional development of adolescents Allen, (2015).  Their  influence begins at an early age and increases through the teenage years, it is natural, healthy and important for adolescent to have and rely on friends as they grow and mature.  A peer could be any one you look up to in behavior  or someone who you would think is equal  to your age or ability (Hardcastle, 2012).  On the other hand, the term “pressure” implies the process that influence people to do something that they might not otherwise choose to do.
	According  to Hartney, (2011) peer pressure refers to the influences that peers can have on each other.  Peer pressure is emotional or mental forces from people  belonging to the same social group (such as age, grade or status) to act or behave in a manner similar to themselves (Weinfiied, 2010) Jones, (2010) defined peer pressure as the ability of people from the same social rank or age to influence another  of same age, bracket peer pressure is usually associated with teens although its influence is not confined to teenagers alone.
	Mature adults, teens, young adults and children can be seen doing things in  order to be accepted by their peers.  Peer pressure is commonly associated with  episodes of adolescent risk taking (such as delinquency, drug abuse, sexual  behavior, because these behavior commonly occur in the  company of peers.  It can also have positive effects when youth are pressured by the peer toward positive  behavior.  Such as volunteering for charity or excelling in academics (Kellie, 2013).
	Each peer group has its code of   conduct which does not always conform to the standard of adult.  The important thing is that each child takes his membership of the peer very serious and attempts to do anything to ensure he is accepted and recognized.  Lack of acceptance by the peer disturbs the child especially at adolescent age.  Some  children have been known to do badly in school not because  they  lack the academic ability to do well but because  they are disturbed by the fact they are not accepted by  their peer group.  What makes learning comparative is the fact that the child has equal status  with the other children.  There is an atmosphere of freedom in which each child learns the way of the world from others.  The peer group thus becomes  more and more important to the advances in age which include teaching culture of the society.  Other  ways in which the peer group can help the child include, teaching the culture of the society at large making possible social mobility, providing opportunity for the  child to play many social roles such as that of a leader, a follower, teacher or student.  The peer group also helps the child to win his/her independence easily from domination and set before him a goal which is more easily attainable than the expectation of adults.  This in itself provides motivation for learning and is mainly responsible for the fact that all children at one stage or the other regardless of their membership of peer group as very important. 
	However, peers can also have a negative influence.  They  can encourage each other to skip classes, steal, cheat, use of drugs or alcohol, or become involve in other risky behaviours.   Majority of adolescents with substance abuse problems began using  drug or alcohol as a result of peer pressure.  Negative peer pressure may influence in various ways like joining group who drink alcohol, smoke cigarette and Indian hemp among others.  It may also lead to the decision to have a boy friend/girl friend.  Peer pressure indulges youth into loitering about in the streets, watching films and attending parties during school hours,  taping as alternative to stealing which may eventually  graduate into armed robbery.
	When the family is not supportive for instance, if the parents work extra jobs and largely unavailable, their children may turn to their peer for emotional support.  This also occur when the conflict between parents and children during adolescence  or at any stage during a child’s  development becomes  so great that  the child feels pushed away and seeks company elsewhere.  Most children and adolescents in this position  do not discriminate about the kind of group they join.  They will often turn to a group simply because the group accepts them even if the group is involved in negative tendency (Peter and Pellegrini, 2011).  The need for affection or closeness is often greater than the need to do the right thing.  For some adolescents who feel isolated and abandoned by members of their family being part of a peer group provides such individual with acceptance and security not available at home.
	Peer group has in one way or the other influenced the life of children both academically, socially, morally, psychologically and otherwise.  It helps just like any other agent of school students in Ilorin.   Socialization such as family, religion, mass media and school among others help in modifying the behavior of the child.  Therefore, the influence of peer group on the academic performance of secondary school students cannot be over  emphasized.  The peer group forms the main basis through which the child learns lot of empirical facts about his physical and social  environment, acquisition of skills and value as well as attitude for a better future.
Statement of the Problem
	Children socialize with the people they associate.  Through interaction for many years, acceptable social customs are taught and fostered.  Other children as well as adults can have a great impact on a broad range  of issues in the child’s life including achievement in schools.  The research was geared towards having a proper understanding of the way social interaction affect academic achievement  and very important for parents, educators, and policy makers.  The immediate environment such as peer, family, school, religion and other factors can encourage or discourage students’ academic performance.  This research was an inquiry  into the influence of peer group on the Academic Performance of economics student in secondary schools of Ilorin East Local Government.
Purpose of the Study
	The main objective of this study is to examine influence of peer group and academic performance of Economics student in schools.  Specifically the study intends to:
i.	Examine the influence of age of peers on the academic performance  of economic students in secondary school.
ii.	Determine the gender composition of peer influence on academic performance of economic student in secondary school.
iii.	Access the educational level of peers and academic performance of economics student in secondary schools.
Research Questions
	The following are the research questions  formulated to guide the studies:
i.	Does age of peer influence academic performance of economics student in secondary school?
ii.	Does gender composition of peer influence academic performance of economics student in secondary school?
iii.	Does level of education of peer influence the academic performance of economics student in secondary school?
Research Hypotheses 
	The following null hypothesis postulated are tested at 0.05 level of significant.
Ho1:	Age of peer group does not significantly influence academic performance of students in Economics in secondary school.
Ho2:	Gender composition does not significantly influence academic                                                                 performance of student in economics in secondary school.    
Ho3:  Educational level does not significantly   influence academic performance of students in Economics in secondary school.

Significance of the Study
The important of this study was to know whether peer group has any influence on the academic performance of a child as well as making an effect to strike a balance in the educational system in line with the national policy on education. This study provided an insight into the impact of peer group on academic performance of adolescents.
The findings of this study will be helpful in determining some of the factors associated to the peer groups in relation  to their academic performance.  The factors when identified will form a base for proffering  appropriate  solutions to parents and teachers to beware of the ways they can direct peer group relationship.  The result will also guide counselors to find the best ways of handling peer group relationship.  The students will also benefit from the study by acquiring knowledge on peers that  can hinder their progress in academic.
The result will enable the teacher to know more about the peer group which in turn will continue to enhance teaching and learning process.  It is also hoped that the present research study will at least provide some background information for future study.
Scope of the Study
	The study will be restricted to senior secondary   school students in Ilorin East Local Government Kwara State.  They were chosen  because it is expected that they have spent years in the school and they have acquired the experience  of both positive  and negative peer pressure.  Academic performance  is delimited to the students’  cumulative average score of school subjects in a session.
Definition of Terms 
Peer Group:  This is the association close friends of the same sex, which are bound together by common emotional  attachment and have a complex social system of which they posses certain code of conduct such as dressing codes.
Peers Group Relationship:  Are interpersonal relationship established and developed during social interaction among peers or individuals with similar levels.
Peers:  A peers is an  individual  who shares a similar status or background, such as education, skill set or age, or colleagues who share the same salary and work responsibilities.
Peer Group:  This is the association  of close friends of the same sex, which are bound together  by common emotional attachment and have a complex social system of which they  posses certain code of conduct such  as dressing codes.
Academic Performance:  Is how a student is doing in school.  This is usually measured by testing and observation.
Influence:  This refers to the effect  which an element has on another specific element.
Students:  A person who is studying at a university or other place of higher education.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
	This chapter focuses on the review of the relevant literature on the topic through conceptual review, theoretical review  and empirical review conceptual review is done under the following sub topics. 
-	Concept of peer group
-	The effect of peer groups relationship on learning
-	Concept of academic performance
-	Concept of Peer Pressure 
-	Theoretical Framework of the study
-	Empirical framework of the study
-	Summary of the Literature Reviewed 
Concept of Peer Group
	A peer group consists of people or individuals that are within ages that are close in years, for instance  between range of one to four years, the school serves as primary setting for the membership of peer group, they may be in the same class, the same sex and close interaction is of equals.
	It is generally observed that peer group has a lot of influence on students.  This is seen from the role played by the peer group in the life and learning of a child.  It is believed that students feel more comfortable and relaxed among fellow students.  A child who is brilliant and surrounded by dull friends would lose interest in learning.  On the other hand, a peer group which inclined to study would  have positive effect on a dull member towards learning and stimulate his/her interest on learning.  Katz (2010) wrote that the  nature of a peer group determines the impact on the motivation  and achievement of its member.
The  attractiveness of the group, the nature of conformity demanded by  the group and the morals of the group determine whether a group is likely to have positive or negative impact on members’ motivation and achievement.  If the atmosphere of the group   is warm, understanding and supportive, the group influence or motivation, task performance and achievement will most likely be positive.
A hostile atmosphere, constant frustration and frequent conflicts produce a negative impact not only on the member’s growth and behavior but also on his motivation  to work and achievement.  The kind of person a child is dictates the type of group he/she is in, as children tend to imitate each other.
Festigen, (2016) also shares the same view that imitation of behavior in a group occurs when a person acts in a way that is likely to be joined by the rest of the group.
Bandura, (2013) noted that through observing and imitating behavior of others, learners can bypass much wasteful random behavior and come close to reproducing the behaviours of which members are recognized.  A child may not be dull but playful.  If he is well monitored and he falls into a group of brilliant students who are not playful,  he imitates them and this changes his attitude towards learning for better.  This is why it is important for teachers to be able to distinguish a playful child from dull one students who are playful but have academic trails should be encouraged to join a study inclined group.
Cressey, (2012) found that peers were involved in the socialization of novices, considerable sociable interaction  and the maintenance of loose, unwritten code of conduct to be followed by those who wished to remain in the group.
This is more important to the secondary school level.  There are students who found to be dull in their primary school but became brilliant in secondary school because of peer group influence.
Dull students should be identified from playful students.  Therefore, attention should be concentrated on  students in their first three years of secondary education as these are the most easily influenced by peer groups.  This is because most of the time these students   do not have a set goal until they get to higher level when they are faced  with reality of WAEC and subsequent examinations.
This group also tends to imitate each other easily.  They fear rejection by the group.  Grulund, (2011) feels that  acceptance by a peer group improves social relations.   Also response rate of student are lower in the junior secondary school.  Teachers are more likely to hold the attention of students in the SSS than students in JSS.  However, the teachers could use the peer group to get the needed responses  in   the JSS class.  Bang (2012) wrote that the effectiveness of the school depends on large measures on the development of effective small groups.
The Effect of Peer Groups Relationship on Learning
	Sociologically, peer group is the aggregation of youth of approximately the same age  level and status.  Bernard, (2018) describes  a peer group as member of  individuals bound together by purpose or abilities.  Beckman, (2016) viewed that members of a group perceive themselves to be alike in significant ways.
	Blake and Davids (2017) support the view that peer group come into being because its members have common goals, interests and motivations.  Wattenberg. (2018) also viewed that peer group is a potent force which wields great influence, especially in the school setting.
Dubey, (2017) is also in the view that the peer group has come to be  recognized as an association of those within the same age group and the concept can apply to both the adult and the young.
	In socialization and education, it refers  to a group of boys and girls or both belonging to the same age group.   It has been found that in most cases, group comprises of people of the same sex and age group.  That is, girls are likely related to girls and vice-versa.  Case like this tends to have a competitive outlook to life and learning.  This is because some of these boys can read for hours and are inclined to study, the girls also would want to meet up with them and as such, we find in some classes girls are on the lead.
	It has also been found that some pupils find it easier to relate more with people who are older than them and this have more natural outlook to life.  In such cases, such pupils have knowledge of things in all sphere of life and could easily discuss issue outside the school curriculum.  (Brent 2016).  In groups where there are both boys and girls, there is free interaction between sexes, which help to avoid sex discriminations each is likely to understand other better.
	James, (2016) wrote that a person is controlled in his conduct by identification controlled in various groups.  The loyalty of the individual to these groups is often a very strong force in his life.  Cooley, (2012) in support of this wrote that the child in his imagination acquires first in image of himself as he appears to others, he forms an idea of how others judges him and finally he experiences a feeling of pride depending on what he imagines they think of him.  Thus, a member of a group puts up behaviour  of his own part from the one of the group.
	Fatinwa, (2014) wrote that age groups in many ethnic societies in Nigeria have been well used for community development educational purposes, citizenship training in general or for purely political activities.  It is essential for the continuation of the peer group to sort out the role of leaders and followers.
	Landgreen (2016) define leadership as the influence that a group member has over the motives and behaviour  of other members.  Leadership may be agreed upon willingly and quietly accepted or asserted over by one member.  It has been observed  that most children from high socio-economic status form peer group with children  from similar socio-economic status and vice-versa.
	Katz, (2014) wrote that people of particular status level find themselves attracted to their peers that is those equal  to them  in status because with them they find themselves more socially and psychologically comfortable.
	Dubey, (2015) also support that social status help to determine membership in most groups.  However, there are exceptions of pupils from low or middle socio-economic status homes usually tend to live above their means in schools, this is because of the children from high socio-economic status homes in all ways, most of the time, they want to be seen in the same clothes and shoes with them.  And when they cannot  get money to do this from the appropriate source (i.e from their parents) they resort to other means like stealing.
	Debey (2016) also noted that most children from high and middle socio-economic status homes tend to use English as their medium of communication right from home and also have access to textbooks and other necessary materials for learning while most children from poor homes mostly use their native language and lack textbooks and necessary materials.
	Therefore, the poor children’s English  is improved as a result of their relationship with those children from high and middle class who have the textbooks and materials.  Also these children may borrow textbooks which they cannot afford to buy from their affluent friends.
	Pata, (2014) stated that the peer is important because it shelters and protects its members.  It gives them psychological substance by meeting emotional needs of affection, understanding and acceptance. It invests individuals with specific  status.  And since it comprises a small number of people of equal rank, a peer group can operate    as a medium of communication.  As members can interact directly with one another, equivalence in their status ensures that members have a common basis of  meaning which adds to ease off communication.   In all these, it is not doubtful that a peer group provides and enhances effective learning.  They relate more with each other   than with their teachers or parents.  In a classroom situation, a pupil may be tongue tied at the sight of his/her teacher and may find it difficult to relate with him/her.  This is not because he/she does not know the answer but because of the negative attitude to the teacher.  The pupil could easily give these solutions and suggestions in the midst of his/her peers.
	Coleman, (2018) wrote that peer group in many schools exert a strong influence on academic performance, one of the reasons for this is that, pupils  care so much about being  liked and respected by their peers and therefore will try to impress them both in academics and other aspects.
	Hollander and Hunt, (2011) noted that children especially school children do not rush to form groups.  They observe and evaluate one another before they form a formal peer group.
	In the secondary school, pupils come in contact with peer from different geographical area, provinces and ethnic groups.  The opportunity to mix with young pupils from different social background is likely to readily mix up with another pupils of the same ethnic background Etim, (2016).
	Peer group should therefore be used for effective teaching and learning in schools.  In certain areas of problem solving, the group may do better than any single member.  Even if a single member proposes a solution, it is likely to be discussed in the group, supporting this, Brunner, (2018) states that discussion is a social aspect in the domain of reasoning, logic and problem solving.
	Bary, (2015) in support of this write up stated that, in the larger social groups, the group as a whole exercise control over the individuals.  Bary, (2015) continues that interaction in the group is determined to some extent by the personal characteristics of each group member.  The group is influenced only to a degree by its individual members regardless of behaviours exhibited by each individual; the group develops behavior on its own.  He goes further to say that group atmosphere and the morale of  the group determines whether the group is likely to have negative or positive effects on the productivity and social behavior of members.  If the group is supportive and  conducive and the morale is good, the group’s influence on the development of members will be positive.  In a classroom situation, if group works are given, all members of the group would try as much as possible to contribute as they would not want to bring the group down.
	On the other hand, if the groups told repeatedly that the group is not doing as well as it should, a prolonged anxiety and possibly indecisiveness and difference may result as well as a gradual lowering of morale and as the group morale lowers, each individual is affected negatively.  He cannot perform at an optimum level because low morale produces an atmosphere that is not conducive to work.
	In essence, if a group inclined, a single member will do all he could to improve learning  situation in the group than impede it.  It also enables pupils  who are not serious towards studying work to buckle up.  It has been observed that competition  in a group does not facilitate work, as pupils in such a situation tend to withhold information that will aid progress or work to himself alone.
	Deatsch (2019) found that when groups are competitive rather than cooperative, a stress situation seemed to occur.  On the other hand, competition can also be used to advantage, for instance if a member of a group scores a very high mark in a test, it enables others in the group to aim high in the next test.

Concept of Academic Performance 
	Academic performance is affected by a number of factors including admission points, social economic status and school background.  Geiser and Santelice, (2018), Acato, (2016) and Swart, (2017) all argue that admission points which are a reflection of the previous performance influence future academic performance.  The universities admission center (2013) reports that tertiary institutions in Austria have found that a selection rank based on a student overall academic achievement is the beat single predictor of tertiary success for most tertiary courses.  The researcher agree with the scholars that admission points affect academic performance and that is why according  to the Ugandan universities and other tertiary institutions act (2010), the basis for entry to university is admission point which are derived from A level points, diploma points and mature age points.
	According to Graetz, (2015) one’s  educational success spend very strongly on social economic status of the parents.  Considine and  Zappala, (2014) argue that families where the parents are advantaged socially, educationally and economically foster a high level of achievement in their children.  The researcher agrees with Considine and Zappala (2014) because students from high social economic background are well exposed to school materials which aid their intelligence.
	Santamu, (2016), Kwesiga, (2018) and ported and Maclwod (2012) as cited in Considine and Zappala, (2014) all argued that the type of school a child attends influences academic achievements.  According to Minnesota measures (2013), a report on higher education performance which was produced by the university of Minnesota, the most reliable predictor of student success in college is the academic achievement preparation of students in high school.
	The researchers adopted  the system theory input-output model advanced by Ludwig con Bertalanffy in the early 1950s.  this theory, according to Koontz and  Weirich, (2010) postulated that an organized enterprise does not exist in a vacuum but is dependent on it external environment thus the enterprise receives input, transform  them and export the output to the environment.  In this study, the university admits student inputs.  And then transform  them through teaching and learning which is reflected by the student’s academic performance output.
	Academic performance according to the Cambridge University Reporter (2013) is frequently defined in terms of examination performance.  In this study, academic performance was characterized by performance in test, in course work and performance in examinations of undergraduate students.  According to the UCU prospectus, admission points are weights attached to the applicants past academic records and according to the Nigeria Universities  and other tertiary institutions act 2011, there are three main entry scheme to higher education in Uganda,  the direct entry A’level, the mature age entry scheme and diploma entry scheme.  The admission points for this study we’re characterized  by direct entry A’level, diploma entry scheme and mature age scheme.  Durden and Ellis as cited in Saffolani and  Bratti, (2016) observed that measures of prior educational performance are the most important determinants of students’ performance.  This implies that the higher the previous performance, the better the  student will perform academically.
	Social Economic status SES according to Considine and Zappala, (2014) is a person’s  over all social position to which attainments in both the social and economic domain contribute.  They add social economic status is determined by an individual’s achievement in education, employment, occupational status and income.  In this study social economics status SES was characterized   by family income, parental education and parental  occupation.  Graetz (2015) argues that children from high social economic status families perform much better at school compared to children from low social economic status families.
Concept of Peer Pressure
	Peer pressure is influence that a peer group observers or individuals exert to encourage others  to change their attitudes, values or behaviours and conform to the group norms.  Peer pressure is the influence of a social group  on an individual.  Bobbies and Elhaney (2015) indicate that peer pressure refers to the way the people of the same social group act or believe in order to influence one another, often in negative ways.
	Peer pressure is something everybody has to deal with at sometime in one’s life.  How successful one handles peer pressure depends to a great on the individual’s self concept and position in the world (Hardcastle, 2012).  Peer  pressure is defined as when people of one’s age encourages or urges him to do something or o keep off from doing something else, irrespective  of the person’s  desire to or not to (Uche, 2010).  Peer pressure comprises a set of group dynamics where by a group in which  one feels comfortable may override  personal habits, individual moral inhibitions or idiosyncratic desires to impose a group norm of attitudes or behaviour.
	Peer pressure is emotional  or mental force from people belonging to the same social group (such as same age grade or status) to act or behave in a manner similar to  themselves.  Peer pressure has a great influence   on adolescent bahaviour and reflects young people’s desire  to fit in and be accepted by others (Bern, 2010).  Peer pressure is also known as peer influence, and it involves changing one’s behavior to meet the perceived expectation of others (Burns and Darling, 2012).  In general, most teens conform to peer pressure like music, clothing or hair styles.  When it comes to important issues like moral value, parents still remain more influential than the peer  group (Black, 2012).  Peer pressure may have a positive influence and help to or motivate us to do our best.  Peer pressure may have a positive   influence and help to or motivate us to do our best.  Peer pressure may also result in people doing things that may be influence in a number of ways: fashion choice,  alcohol and smoking and other drugs use, decision to have a boy friend/girlfriend, choice of who our friends, organizing and extending parties.  Peer pressure may be pressure in the work place, at school or within the general community.  It can affect people of all ages and backgrounds.
	Research such as peer cluster theory (Danish, 2013) has shown that peer pressure has a much greater impact on adolescent behavior than any other factor.  A teenager spends more of his/her time with peers than with family members.  The interaction of peer is direct, and more powerful than the influence of teachers and other authority figures.  Peer pressure tends to have more of an effect on children with low self esteem.  If a child feels compelled to fit in, the teen may do things that go against his/her beliefs simply to be part of the group (Kirk, 2010).  Peer pressure can lead to experimentation with drugs and alcohol, sex, skipping school and various high-risk behaviours.  If there is a sudden change  in a child’s appearance, clothing and  attitude especially  if accompanied by secretive behavior, he or she may be succumbing to the influences of peers (Kirk, 2010) parents should be especially alert to sudden changes in the friends that make up their core peer group.  An unexplained change in the type of friends your child associate with would indicate that the child is vulnerable to new influence that may not be positive.  As a result, parents need to stay alert to all kinds of peer pressure.
Theoretical Framework of the Study
-	The Social Learning Theory
	The theory is based on the major premise that behavior is learned and can be unlearn.  Behaviour    is in general, a function of one’s personality and the environment.  Man is born with some innate potentials which the environment conditions.  Similarly, one can influence his or her environment using the personality qualities.  Consequently, as one interacts in the environment, the adolescents consciously or unconsciously observes and imitates and displays of models.  Hence, Bandura posits that there is interrelationship between man’s personality, the behavior and environmental factors.
	According to Bandura, (2015) indeed, the entire three elements:  the person, the behavior and the environmental situation are highly interrelated variables each being capable of influencing the other, this can be illustrated using the diagram.  The  social learning theory emphasizes the importance of observing and imitating the behavior, attitudes and emotional reaction of others.  Thus it focuses on learning by observation and imitation.
	Imitation and modeling of influential  persons or models also depend on reinforcement.  This reinforcement can either be direct or  vicarious in direct reinforcement, the person imitating the model receives reinforcement directly.
	When a child, for instance is praised for exhibiting a behaviour, he was received direct reinforcement.  In vicarious reinforcement, the person imitating the model does not get reinforced directly.  It is rather the model that is reinforced, when one watch a  model being reinforced, he is also reinforced indirectly.  This is vicarious reinforcement, the motivation to identify with a particular model stems from stems from the fact that this model possesses  a quality which the individual would like to possess.  Identification with  a model involves the individual taking on observed behaviours, values, beliefs and attitudes of the person with whom he is identifying.  Relating it to  the present study, adolescents can model their behavior after their peers who have positive  attitudes and behavior towards education, in order to enhance their academic performance.
-	Social Control Theory of Hirchi
	Social control theory was propounded by Hirchi  (1960), social control theory refers to the societal and political mechanism or process regulates individuals and group behaviours, leading to conformity and compliance to the  rulers of a given society, state or social group. According to the theorist he believes that exploiting  the processes of socialization and social learning builds self control and reduces the inclination to indulge in any bad behavior.    The theory stipulated that ties or bond which leads adolescents in conformity to family, school and other aspects of societal beliefs serve to diminish adolescent propensity for deviant behavior.  The  theorist believes that anti-social behavior occurs only when such bonds are weakened or are not established.  Thus, if moral codes are internalized and individuals are tied to and have a stake in their wider community they will voluntarily limit their propensity to  commit deviant acts.
	In socialization, this formation of bond between individual and the society comprises of four elements which are attachment, commitment, involvement and beliefs.  Attachment  refers to the effective ties which the adolescents form with significant others like parents, teachers among others who tend to present among others optimal conformity to socially accepted behavior.   Commitment refers to the aspiration or goals which an individual set for self.  Adolescents with well defined  goals tend to minimize propensity for delinquent behavior because they consider that they have much to lose as opposed to their  counterparts who engage in drinking, smoking, dating and involving in criminal act.  Beliefs are the extent to which   an individual accepts the moral values of the society.  And the extent to which an individual accepts this moral values determine the individual’s propensity for delinquent behavior.  One of the key elements for social control is developing the individual’s bond to conventional society though involvement in conventional  activities (that is homework and family activities).  The theory says that trends in increased crime rates are related to a greater dispersion of daily activities with peers away from parental supervision and providing the opportunity for delinquency.  Study  findings were largely consistent with these  perspectives.  Fair time was found to protect adolescents from problem behavior whereas peer time places adolescents at risk for these same behaviours.  In addition, there was less delinquency  when the adolescent spent more time on homework.
-	Pickle Jar Theory 
	The Pickle Jar theory was propounded by Wright (2002).  He used the analogy of an empty jar to think about how adolescent make use of available fix amount of time on a daily basis.  Pickle jar’s theory believes in scale of preference.   This implies making plans for all activities and arranging them according to the most pressing ones.  If we plan our schedule we can get important work done while still leaving time for the small things that make life fun.  The theorist is of the view that if  adolescents should plan and make judicious use of their time schedule, they can get important works done while still leaving time for extra-curricular  activities.
	According to the theorist, this approach will make adolescents better learn how to manage their time and use it appropriately in beneficial activities.  It is of paramount importance to note that this approach prepares one to engage  in a specific  task at a scheduled time while still having more time for  the activities to enjoy. Pickle  Jar theory empathized that  no time management should be without balance.  He is of the view that time management balances all activities one engages himself with.  He is  of the view that adolescents should ensure that time should first be allotted to their most important needs before the less important ones.
	The theory stresses that if adolescents should make time for everything, and  everything simply sits well where it supposed to be, there will be balance in time management.  The theory is therefore used to offer explanation on how in-school adolescents manage their time starting from the more important things such as attending classes, studying and doing class assignment, while the less important  things like watching home movies, playing football, attending parties and the likes should be minimized.
	Furthermore, time management is like keeping diary that schedules the persons time in terms of keeping track of daily plans and activities.  In line with the present study, any time fully managed leaded to productivity.  For in-school adolescents any time well managed would do better in academic performance.  On the other hand, when adolescents fail to plan and manage their time well, it could  leads to unproductive and poor performance in school.  For instance, a student who spends much of his/her time in relationship with peers and watching of home movies  will be less able to participate in classroom learning opportunities which also influence the students’ performance in school.
Empirical  Review of Studies 
	Omotere (2011) conducted a research on the influence of peer group on adolescents, selected schools in Ogun State.  The study investigated the influence of peer group on adolescent performance.  Descriptive research methodology was used.  Random sampling techniques were also adopted in selecting 150 in-school adolescents from four secondary schools  in two local Government Areas of Ogun State.  Questionnaire was developed to collect data.  The data collected was analyzed using t-test and Pearson.  The findings of the study revealed that peer group could positively influence the academic performance of in-school adolescents.  In line with present study, parents and teachers should provide adequate guidance to adolescents to help them understand how the friends they keep can either positively or negatively influence their academic performance in school. Also, in-adolescent should relate with students that will influence them academically.
	Akpobia and  Nidah (2019), carried out a study on incidence and factors associated with the drop out among primary school pupils in Ogoja Local Government Area of Cross River State.  A descriptive survey design was used for the study,  The population   of the study was 240 drop outs identify in the school record for the study areas.  There was no sample because all the population was used.  The instrument  used for the study where questionnaire and oral interview the study were  questionnaire and oral interview on the cause and magnitude to school dropout in vache  clan.  Based on the analysed data, the following are the main findings.  Majority of pupils/students dropped from school in 1995/96 is 11.2% followed by 1996/97 , 8.8% whereas few dropped out in 1997/98 7.0%.  This situation is however not encouraging, since more youths are expected to be literate because of the need for  educational advancement in since and technology.  The above research study related  to the present study because, it reveal that factors associated with drop out among primary school pupils is negative peer pressure influence  which make them not to concentrate on their academic pursuit which result to poor performance.  Hence, they  cannot cope with educational advancement they now decided to drop out of the school.
	A study on drug use among adolescents was done by Farrell and White (2018).  The  sample consisted of student at six high schools in northern, Califonia and in Wisconsin participant  completed self-report questionnaires during the consecutive  years; 1987 – 1988, 1988 – 1989, A sample of adolescents that were predominately black was used.  In this study, the subject showed a strong positive relationship between peer pressure and the frequency of drug use, in which the relationship  was found to be stronger among girls than boys.  Also  the level of mother-adolescent distress has a strong moderating influence on the relationship between peer pressure and drug use. 
	As the strength of the relationship between mother and adolescents decreased, the adolescents” became more vulnerable to peers.  Adolescents  who rated their relationships more positively reported lower levels of drug use.  Researchers  fell this is true because when adolescent did not have a strong relationship with their  mother, they would have to resort to peers as the main source of support.  Otherwise, a strong metal relationship may lead the adolescent to support the values of their families more than those of their peers (Farrell and White, 2018).  This study gives support to the notion that family structures and parents’ adolescents’ relations variables may buffer adolescents from peer drug influences.  Relating the above study to the present study, mothers should relate very well with their adolescent so that they will not cleave to negative peer pressure.
	Ikwuji, (2015) carried out a study on influence of age, gender, and value orientation on adolescent students’ moral judgments in conflict situation.  A comparative study design was adopted for the study.  Sample for the study was (3650) adolescents.  Students between the age of 12 and 19 were selected for the study from 18 schools.  The instruments used for the study were Moral Dilemma Questionnaire (MDQ) and value.  Method of data analysis, means scores and standard deviations (SD) were used to analyzed  the research questions, while t-test was employed to test the hypothesis.  The researcher found out that majority of the adolescents based their moral judgment in conflict situations on peer-approved values shows that the peer-group has enormous influence on how the adolescent s think and act.  The researchers also found that there was no gender difference between adolescent male and female in their moral judgments in conflict situation.  This shows that in organizing a moral  instruction  in the class  for teacher to make it a point of duty to see that both sexes mix  freely so that they could share moral experiences in discussing conflicting moral problems.  Hence, parents teachers and other significant adults should avoid behavior that can easily be imitated by adolescents students such as drunkenness, telling lies and smoking relate.  Relating the study to the present study, in-school adolescent should be imitators of good behavior.
Summary of Literature Reviewed 
	A peer group consists of people or individuals that are within ages that are close in years, for instance between range of one to four years, the school serves as primary setting for  the membership of peer group, they may be in the same class, the same sex and close interaction is of equals.  Sociologically, peer group is the aggregation of youths of approximately the same age level and status, Bernard (2018) describes a peer group as member of individuals bound together by purpose or abilities.  Beckman (2016) viewed that members  of a group perceive themselves to be alike in significant ways.
	Blake and Davis (2017) support the view that a peer group come into being because  its members have common goals, interests and motivations.  Wattenberg (2018) also viewed that peer group is a potent force which wields great influence, especially in the school setting.
	Dubey (2017) is also in the view that the peer group has come to be recognized as an association  of those within the same age group and the concept can apply to both the adult and the young.
	Academic performance according to the Cambridge University reporter (2013) is frequently defined in terms of examination performance.  In this study, academic performance was characterized by performance in test, in course work and performance in examinations of undergraduate students.  According to the UCU prospectus, admission points are weights attached to the applicants past academic records and according to the Nigeria Universities and other tertiary institution act 2011, there are  three main entry scheme to higher  education in Uganda, the direct entry A’ level, the mature age entry scheme and diploma entry scheme.  The admission points for this study we’re characterized by direct entry A’ level, diploma entry scheme and mature age scheme.  Durden and  Ellis as cited in Staff Olani and  Bratti, (2016) observed that measures of prior educational performance are the most important determinants of students’ performance.  This implies that the higher the  previous performance, the better the student will perform academically.
	Peer pressure is influence that a peer group, observers or individuals exert to encourage others to change their attitudes, values or behaviours and conform to the group norms.  Peer pressure is the influence of a social group on an individual.  Bobbies and Elhaney, (2015) indicate that peer  pressure refers to the way the people of the same social group act or believe in order to influence one another, often in  negative ways.  Peer pressure is something everybody has to deal with at sometime  in one’s life.  How successful one handles peer pressure depends to a great on the individual’s  self concept and position in the world (Hardcastle, 2012). Peer pressure is defined as when people of one’s age encourages or urges him to do something or to  keep off from doing something else, irrespective of the person’s desire to or not to (Uche, 2010).  Peer pressure comprises a set of group dynamics where by a group in which one feels comfortable may override personal habits, individual moral inhibitions or idiosyncratic desires to impose a group norm of attitudes or behavior.
	The  theoretical framework of the study includes the social learning theory which stated that there is inter-relationship between man’s personality, the behavior and environmental factors.  The social  theory which states that bond which lead adolescent in conformity to family, school and other aspect of societal beliefs serve to diminish adolescents propensity for deviant  behavior.  The Pickle Jar theory was  propounded by Wright (2002).  He used the analogy of an empty jar to think about how adolescents make use of available fix amount of time on a daily basis.  Pickle jar’ theory believes in scale of preference.  This implies making plans for all activities and arranging them according to the most pressing ones.
	Other studies on the topic done by other authors were reviewed and highlighted.

CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	This chapter consists of all procedures employed in the course of this study.  This is done under the following sub-headings:
-	Research  Design 
-	Population of the Study
-	Sample and Sampling Techniques
-	research Instrument 
-	Validity   of Instrument
-	Reliability of Instrument  
-	Procedure for data collection 
-	Data Analysis Techniques 
Research Design 
	The type of research design adopted for this study was descriptive survey. Descriptive survey according to Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2014) aimed at describing  the characters of features of a subject.
	Descriptive research is also good in the aspect of describing the subject because of its sole function of explaining the natural characteristics or features of the subject.
Population of the Study 
	Population is the entire group of people, object or geographical area that serves as the target of the researcher, the population of this study consisted of senior secondary school students in Ilorin East Local Government.
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
	A sample of 300 students were picked for the study.  This sample was randomly drawn from a population  of Ilorin East Local Government.  This sample size represented about 5% of the entire population.  A multi stage sampling procedure was adopted for this study.  Purposive sample techniques was used in order to select schools with large population of students, lastly, 30 students (male and female ) were selected from each school making a total of 300 students which were using the study.
Research Instrument
	Research instrument is the device used in collecting data.  The research instrument used for this study was the structured questionnaire which is in two sections.  Section A consisted of the respondent’s personal information such as school, age, sex, etc. while Section B dealt with questions relating  to the influence of peer group on students academic performance in Economics.  The respondents are to tick the appropriate responses either  Yes or No.
Validity of the Instrument 
	The validity of the instrument by Landu, Ibrahim and Opadokun (2004) is said to be the appropriateness, meaningfulness and usefulness of the research instrument.
	Therefore, to ascertain  the validity of the research instrument a copy of the questionnaire was given to the researcher’s supervisor for necessary correction and approval.  The corrected version was typed  out and administered to the respondents.

Reliability of Instrument 
	Reliability means the degree to which the instrument yields consistent scores/result when it is administered over a number of times.  A study cannot be valid without being reliable.  Reliability also means that the findings could consistently be the sample if the study was done over again.  The instrument  was administered  to some students outside the sample.  The result of the pilot study was analyzed using  Pearson for  data collection.  Result of the data analysis gave alpha coefficient value of  0.78 and 0.79 respectively for clusters  one  ad two section B of the instrument.  These  moderately high coefficient values indicate that the instrument is reliable to be used for the study.
Procedure for Data Collection
	In organizing data in research process, it entails  adequate collection of necessary  information that will make the researcher  to analyze the data properly and correctly.  The researcher  administered the questionnaire to the respondents personally with special permission by the schools heads in order to achieve the optimum attention from the student.
Data Analysis Techniques
	The techniques adopted for the analysis and interpretation  of data obtained is through mean and standard deviation and t-test analysis.










CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS, PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION
	This chapter analyzes the results that were received from the research conducted.  Thus it highlights the influence of peer group on students’ academic performance of students in economics in secondary school in Ilorin East Local Government.  The analysis  was based on the answers, which were given by the respondents in the questionnaire and was showed in tables.
Presentation and Analysis of Respondents
	This section of the research work has the result of analysis taken on the respondents’ bio-data contained in the questionnaire.  These were clearly expressed in tabulated form showing the items understudy in frequency counts and percentage (%) analysis of each variable tested.




Table 1: Shows the distribution of questionnaires to the respondents
	Questionnaire
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Completed 
	200
	100%

	Not completed
	00
	0%

	Total 
	200
	100%


	Source: Research Survey 2024
	We can see that 200 copies of questionnaires distributed to the respondents, 100 copies were completed while non is uncompleted.
Table 2: Shows the respondents distribution by sex
	Sex 
	Number of Respondents
	Percentage (%)

	Male 
	80
	40%

	Female 
	120
	60%

	Total 
	200
	100%


	Source: Research Survey 2024
	Table 2 shows that the distribution of the respondents by sex, we can see that there are more female than male.  Male (40%) and female (60%).
Table 3:  Descriptive of mean and standard deviation showing if peer group influence has great effect on the academic performance of students?`
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	MEAN
	SD
	SE

	1.
	What I do is determined  by my friend
	-
	120
	50
	25
	13.002
	5.009
	1.464

	2
	I engage in group discussion with my friends before examination
	102
	55
	26
	12
	17.200
	5.908
	1.705

	3.
	I prefer going out with my friends to studying my books
	93
	28
	28
	43
	13.500
	7.728
	2.231

	4
	The peer grade of my friends  encourages me to study harder
	20
	40
	60
	50
	12.000
	5.718
	1.651

	5
	I do borrow textbooks from my friends that have it.
	65
	46
	31
	38
	16.002
	7.385
	2.132


	Source: Research Survey, 2024
	According to the table above, the highest mean response of 17.200 is on the item that says that I engage in group discussion with my friends before examination.  Followed by the item which says I do borrow textbooks from friend that has it.  The upper grade of my friends encourages to study harder has the mean score  of 13.5.  From the above table, it can be deduced that peer group influences the academic performance of students in economics.
Table 4: Descriptive of mean and standard deviation showing if family economic status of peers has influence on the academic performance of secondary school students?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	MEAN
	SD
	SE

	1.
	My mates from rich home perform better academically and this always encourage me. 
	-
	29
	90
	64
	10.998
	0.717
	0.207

	2
	I make friend  with students from poor family
	10
	-
	100
	79
	10.500
	1.506
	1.732

	3.
	My parents do not like my movement with some friends
	25
	60
	60
	40
	13.500
	6.828
	1.968

	4
	Most of my friends do have all the educational materials needed for successful learning.
	75
	30
	45
	30
	16.998
	7.158
	2.070

	5
	Most of my intelligent friends are from rich and wealthy home.
	50
	50
	50
	50
	15.000
	7.002
	2.002


Source: Research Survey, 2024
	According to the response rate on economic status of peers has influence  on the academic  performance  of secondary school students in economics, the items which says most of my friend do have all the educational materials needed for  successful learning  has the highest mean score of 16.9 followed by the item stating that most of my intelligent friends are from rich and wealthy home with 15.0 mean score. From this one could observe that the economic status of peers also has influence on the academic performance of students in economics.
Table 5:  Descriptive of mean and standard deviation showing if peer group have influence on the time management of students?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D
	MEAN
	SD
	SE

	1.
	I sometimes do not attend class if my friends did not.
	48
	71
	31
	43
	12.498
	5.400
	1.554

	2
	I sometimes come to school late  because I do wait for my friends 
	90
	40
	40
	20
	16.500
	6.828
	1.500

	3.
	I have well planned time-table for my studies as well as my friends
	95
	45
	25
	25
	17.502
	5.622
	1.626

	4
	I find it difficult to study up to an hour alone.
	50
	50
	79
	-
	10.998
	4.014
	1.158

	5
	I do copy my friends assignment 
	-
	60
	90
	40
	12.996
	10.302
	1.242


Source: Research Survey 2024
	The above table shows the respondents’ response on the influence of peer group on the time management of students in secondary school.  The item with the highest mean score says I have mean well planned time table for my studies as well as  my friend with mean score of 17.5 followed by item 2 which state that I sometimes come to school late because I do wait for my friends.  From the above one could  deduce  that peer group also has influence on the time management of students in secondary school.
Testing of Hypotheses
H0: Peer group have no influence on the academic performance of students in  economics in secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government.
Table 6: Summary of t-test statistical analysis showing the influence of peer group on the academic performance of students in economics in secondary school.
	Variable 
	N
	Mean X
	SD
	DF
	Cal t-value
	Crit t-value
	Remark 

	Peer group 
	200
	77.73
	7.81
	198
	9.03
	1.960
	Sig. exist

	Academic performance 
	200
	67.41
	7.05
	
	
	
	H01 Rejected 


	P<0.05 level of significance (one tail)
	From the finding as depicted in the table above it shows that the calculated-value of 9.03 is greater than the critical t-value of 1.960 at 198 degree of freedom and 0.05 level of significance.  Therefore, the null hypothesis is hereby rejected and the alternative hypotheses upheld.  This implies that there is significant of peer group on the academic performance of students in Economics.
H02: Family economy status of peer have no influence on students  academic performance.
Table 7:  Summary of statistical analysis showing the family economy status of peer on student academic performance. 
	Variable
	N
	Mean X
	SD
	DF
	Cal t-value
	Crit t-value
	Remark

	Peer group 
	200
	86.42
	48.10
	
	
	
	Sig. exist

	Academic performance 
	200
	92.11
	52.04
	198
	11.42
	1.96
	H01 Rejected 


	P<0.005 level of significance (one tail)
	Result on table 5 is analysis of economic status of peer group and academic performance show that the calculated  value of 11.42 is greater than critical value of 1.96 at 198 degree of freedom and 0.05 level of significant .  Therefore, the null hypothesis is hereby rejected and the alternative hypothesis upheld. It can be concluded that family economic status of peer have influence on students academic performance.
H03 Peer group have no influence on time management of student
Table 8: Summary of t-value statistical analysis showing the peer group have and time management of student in economic in secondary school.
	Variable
	N
	Mean X
	SD
	DF
	Cal t-value
	Crit t-value
	Remark

	Peer group 
	200
	73.43
	52.10
	
	
	
	Sig. exist

	Academic performance 
	200
	68.11
	64.04
	194
	10.02
	1.75
	H01 Rejected 


	P<0.005 level of significance (one tail)
	Result on table 7 is analysis of peer group and students time management.  From the above table the calculated t-test value was 10.02 and critical value of 1.75 at 194 degree of freedom and 0.05 significant level.  Since the cal. value is greater   than t-test table value.  It can be concluded that peer group have significant influence on the time management by the students.


Summary of Finding
	Table 3 shows the mean  and standard deviation of the response of respondents on if peer group influences academic performance of students in economics. It was observed that from the table, most of the respondent agreed that their friends have influence on their choices and what they do.  Most agreed that they engage in group discussion with my friends before examination, this will increase their understanding of the subject been discussed but they also prefer going out with my friend to studying my books which is a negative influence of friends.  This shows that peer group has great influence on the academic performance of students in economics.  The findings were also in line with other  previous findings which asserted that in order to change students’  performance positively, more  attention should be devoted to their relationship with their  classmates  both in classroom  and outside (Haynie, South and Bose 2016).  Moreover is stipulated by (Lareau 2013), a child who is not brilliant may do better in school if he is accepted by a group that is study  inclined.
	Table  4 shows respondents response on if economic status of peer group has influence on the academic performance  of secondary school students in economics.  Most of the respondents reported that their brilliant friends are mostly from rich  family and they are able to borrow  educational materials like textbooks from them because they get motivated  by their academic performance.  This is in conformity with other literatures as asserted by (De Guzman 2017) that most students from high and  middles  socio-economic status home have high standard of education performance and  they should be encouraged to associate freely with children from poor home in order  for this poor children to gain and  have access to what their  elites children have to improve their education performance.
	Table 5 shows the respondent’s responses on if peer group has a great influence on the time management  of students.  It was  deduced  from the table that most respondents agreed that their friend’s schedule affect theirs as they  reported that  the sometimes go to school late because they are waiting for their friends.  Some even agreed that they find it difficult to read or study alone for just an hour.  This is in line with previous  study such as that of Allen (2019) which  postulated that there is a significant relationship between time management and peer group of in-school adolescents in Umuahia Education Zone.



		
	





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter  presented the summary of the research work, conclusions and recommendations respectively.  It also provides a general appraisal  of what has been undertaken in the present research work from the other previous chapters.
Summary 
	This study examined the influence  of peer group on the academic performance of students in economics in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.  The central focus of this study was to appraisal how academic performances of students are influenced by peer group.  A number of literature work were reviewed in this research  work, which sought to identify, understand  and define the key items ranging  from  concept of peer group, concept of academic performance, effect of peer group relationship on learning and concept of peer pressure.  Three (3) research questions and hypotheses each were formulated in this study.
	The research method adopted for gathering information in this study was partly survey and partly quasi experimental research type.  The population of this  study  covered all school students in the selected public and private secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State.  The instrument used in this study was questionnaire for gathering information from the respondents which are the students.
	The data analysis was carried out using descriptive statistics such as frequency counts and simple percentages for the bio-data sections of the teachers’ questionnaire, mean and standard deviation for the research   questions and t-test analysis for the two (2) null-hypotheses.  The findings reported in this study are that there exist significant relationship between  peer group and academic performance of students.
Conclusion 
	Learning does not occur in isolation but through interaction with certain factors one of which is the peer group.  It can therefore be said that the peer group, which a child interact with will definitely affect learning.  On the peer group ensures  positives or negative learning of a student.  The extent to which the peer group determines the academic ability of students had been investigated.  This study revealed  that a dull student may become study inclined when he finds himself in a group that encourage effective learning.  The study also revealed that when students are not well monitored they fall in bad groups.  However, the study has revealed the fact that students associated  in groups with other students of the same age and ethnic background.  The study has also shown that a high percentage of the students are more interested in relating to their friends than to their teachers and parents.  This may be as a result of the attitude of the parents and teachers.  It is indicated in the finding that teachers may be able to use the peer group effectively for classroom interaction and  participation.  The peer group could also  be used in a group to motivate students’ class achievement.
Implication of the Study
	Based on the findings and conclusion of this study the following recommendations are made:
	There should be restricting of influence of peer group on student academic performance in economics in secondary school.
	This study only covers a local government area in Kwara State, a similar study can be conducted in other states of the country so as to     seek the perception of peer group on student academic performance.
Recommendations 
	Based on the findings from the study, a number of recommendations were made as follows:
i.	Teachers should understand that the peer group is an important factor  in child’s learning and therefore should use it to encourage learning.
ii.	Teacher should use the peer groups a study group to bring about effective classroom interaction.  The teacher must neither be too strict  nor too permissive so as to encourage good teacher-student relationship.
iii.	Students should endeavour to form or join groups that are study inclined and encourage learning so that their learning would be effective or affected properly.
iv.	Parent should made sure their children are well monitored and they should encourage them to have friends that would have a positive influence on their learning both at home and at school.

Limitation of the Study
	The researcher  was constrained by time  limit, thus, this study was limited   in scope.  It mainly discuss the influence of peer group on student academic performance in economic in secondary school in Ilorin East Local Government Area Kwara State.
Suggestion for Further Studies
	Consequent on the limitation of this study, the following areas of further research were suggested.
-	The study should be further extended beyond Ilorin East Local Government  Area.  If this could be done, it would make further revelation on the peer group relationship and its influence on the academic performance of students  in schools.
-	That the study should be replicated using interview and observation techniques for data collection, because it was observed that in few of the questionnaire items, some of the respondents declined true comments.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
INFLUENCE OF PEER GROUP ON STUDENTS’ PERFORMANCE IN ECONOMICS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS, KWARA STATE.
Dear Respondent,
	This  questionnaire is drawn to obtain necessary information about the stated topic above.
	Please, complete the questionnaire and return it to the researcher.  The data collected here will be treated confidentially and shall be used strictly for the purpose of the study.
	Please note that any information provided remains confidential and would be used strictly for academic purposes. 
	


SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC DATA
Name of School: ……………………………………………………….
Class: SSI  (    ), SS2 (     ), SS3 (    )
Most preferred subject:  Economics (     ),  others (     )
Age:  Less than 12 (     ),  12 – 15 (    ), 16 – 20 (     ) , 20 and above (    )
Gender: Female (    ),  Male (     )
SECTION B
Kindly tick ( √   ) the appropriate box for you preferred answers.
SA – Strongly Agree,  A – Agree,  U – Undecided, D- Disagree,  
SD- Strongly Disagree



	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD

	
	Relationship between peer group and students academic achievement in Economics
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	I enjoy the way my friends study Economic with me 
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The methods my friends use makes me understand the concept of Economics easily than the way our teacher handle the subject.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	My classmate use discussion and play away methods which make me understand better.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Some of my friends explained the concepts very well because they have good knowledge of it.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Gender differences and students academic performance 
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	My friends explained better because of their gender.
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	My male friends explained better in Economics than females.
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	I will like to change my friends because of the gender.
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	My friends’ gender has contributed to my achievement in Economics.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Peer influence as a major factor 
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	My peers’ good understanding of the basic concepts of Economic has helped me to understand the subject better.
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	My friends guided me in class works and take-home assignments regularly by explaining the questions.
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ABSTRACT
	This study was carried out to look at “Peer Groups and Economics Student Performance in Ilorin East  Local  Government Area, Kwara State, Nigeria”.  There is no gain saying in the fact that Nigeria as a country is undergoing a fall in standard  of education, there is then the need to look at the major causes of the stated problems in which peer groups have being part of the factors. The peer group has been defined as the constellation of associates  of similar age and interest.  Scientific  data indicates that one’s peer groups can be especially influential during certain developmental  periods such as pre-adolescent and adolescence.  Many research studies stressed the importance of peer groups in the form of bad neighborhood, companions and gangs under particular circumstances and  at a certain stage of development.  From the research findings, it was discovered that there is a strong  positive relationship between peer group and students’ academic performance in Economics which emanate from the type of friends students are associating with.  Conclusively, it is hereby recommended that parents, guidance and teachers have major roles to play to improve the students’ academic performance and improve them on their proposed carriers. 
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