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ABSTRACT
The main focus of the study is to investigate the problems and the prospect of teaching Government in selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Five out of whole existing secondary schools were used as sample for the study and ten (10) respondents were selected per school using stratified random sampling techniques. .
The major instrument used was the questionnaire. Simple percentage and frequency count were used to analyze the data. The finding revealed that the academic qualification of teachers have significant influence on the methods of teaching, applied for instruction in Government. Base on the results, the researcher recommended that qualified teachers need to be employed not just anybody such as a History graduate teachers not necessarily qualified to teacher government and vice versa.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

According to Appadorai (2014) “Government is the instrument by means of which the purposes of the state are sought to be realized” in other words, it is the machinery designed and created for the general interest and well being of the citizen of the state. A government is a body of person and institution vested with power and authority and also responsible for law making not only that and other welfare of the citizens.


A society without a government would not only be chaotic but it would be in a state of native where the rule of game is the survival of the fattest.

The teaching of government as a subject particularly in secondary school is very crucial because this is the school age of character formation and training where those qualities that make up good citizenship can be taught and understand. The teaching of government as a subject in secondary schools is expected to contribute to the realization of the aims and objectives of the national policy on education.

The five main national objectives of Nigeria  as stated in the national policy on education revised in 2014 federal republic of Nigeria by Oyedeji (2008) are: - 

a. A free and democratic society

b. A just and egalitarian society

c. A great and dynamic economy

d. A land full of bright opportunities for all citizens (P1)

The efforts to translate and actualize these five broad objectives require teaching different subjects at all level of education in the country. Government inclusive in teaching of government would facilitate the realization of these objectives.

However, in the process of achieving these objectives a lot of problem is facing the teaching of government in most secondary schools especially in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 

One of these problems is inadequate qualified teachers. According to Taylor (2010) view that the qualification of teachers determined their role in any society. He is of the opinion that since every profession has to be preceded by training, teaching must also be learnt.

On the issue of method of teaching. Teachers are not forced to adopt any particular method of teaching by virtue of their training. However teaching aids as defined by Wales (2000) are set of tools ranging from the most elementary and help teachers cope with specific teaching needs and situation. In the same vein Yusuf (2006) define it as things which help the teacher to make lesson clear, realistic and easy to transmit ideas to the learners. Lack of resources or teaching aids has hampered the effective teaching of government. As for the textbooks, there are different views by different scholars or researchers. Yusuf (2006) stressed the importance of quality of textbooks which according to him is supposed to give the required knowledge to its learners whereby Agboola (2005) was of the opinion that most of the textbooks used are either unsuitable, outdated, ordinarily ambiguous specifically insufficient or unnecessarily expensive. On the other hand, Cyril (2012) argued that textbooks area no longer scarce rather they are too many but according to him the current problems of the government teacher is on the choice of the most suitable textbooks for the learners.

However, Awoyemi (2000) strongly contended that an inadequate textbook for teaching learning process is a major problem in effective teaching. 

Finally, learning takes place when lesson materials are presented in a manner which stimulated the interest of the learners. 

Statement of the Problems


A number of problems are associated with the learning of government at the secondary school level. One of which was at 2007 inadequacy of the methodology of impacting knowledge on the students.

The second problem associated with the teaching of government with non-availability of teaching aids. Teaching aids have been defined by Yusuf (2006) as objects or materials that can be used for the effective teaching of government there are chalkboard, map, radio, tape recorders, televisions set, video set, flow, newspaper, magazines, and photographs. These teaching aids are not to replace teachers but accrue as tools that make teaching and comprehension of what is taught easy.  They help to make the teaching of government less burdensome, most of these teaching aids are not only grossly inadequate but are totally lacking in most schools.

There is also the problem of not having enough qualified teachers to handle the subject. It is observed that graduate of political science are without teaching as stepping stone. Currently, in most secondary schools the teaching of government has been undertaken by N.C.E teachers who majored in political science as well as by the graduate of other discipline such as economics, history, and geography. The effect of this is that students are not taught well and in most cases the syllabus are not adequately covered. (Ogunna, 2001).

There is also the issue of finding relevant textbooks. It has been said that “the quality of the textbook is very important because they are supposed to give the require knowledge to its reader, the writer of the textbook must be knowledgeable, qualified and experienced (Yusuf, 2006).

The Nigeria market is flooded with so many textbooks on government that a teacher of government has to be cautious in making a judicious selection that would be appropriate for the students. Not only that the cost of most of these textbooks is prohibitive and coupled with the fact that some of the textbooks are not available (Parick, 2002).
Therefore, this study examine the problems and prospects of the teaching of Government in secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
Purpose of the Study

The study aims at identifying the problems and the prospects of teaching government in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 

To this end the study will focus on the importance of government as a subject to the teacher, to the students and the public at larger; also the problems facing the teaching of the subject government as well as the solution to such problems shall be proffered. 
Specific purposes are:

i. To know  whether the use of instructional material has any impact on the problems facing the teaching of government in schools

ii. To know whether the teacher qualification and competencies has any influence on the challenges facing the teaching of government in secondary school.
iii. To examine the extent of the inadequate time allocated to the teaching and learning of government in secondary school 
iv. To know whether government curriculum in secondary school has effect on teaching of government within the time frame.     
Research Questions
RQ1: Is there any significant influence of the use of instructional material on the teaching and learning of government?

RQ2: Is there any significant influence of the teacher qualification and competencies on the teaching and learning of government?  
RQ3: Could the inadequate time allocated to the teaching and learning of government have any significant impact on the performance of secondary school students.

RQ4: Is there any significant effect of government curriculum on the teaching of government within the scheduled time.
Significance of the Study
This study shall be very useful to Ilorin West Local Government Area. Apart from this, the study will be significant to all teachers and students offering government in secondary schools.

The study shall be very important to the government functionaries in Ilorin West Local Government, other fifteen Local government in Kwara state and Nigeria as a whole in the area of education sector.

It is hope that the result of this research work will help in finding possible ways in which problems facing the teaching of government will be curbed within the secondary schools level in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. 
Scope and Delimitation of the Study

This study is carried out in order to know the problems and prospects facing the teaching of government in some selected secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. In view of this, the study limited only to secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. The number of schools selected was as a result of time constraints, financial constraints and bigger size of the said local government which makes the schools there scattered and many.   
Operational Definition of Terms

Problems: These are the questions to be solved especially the difficulties encountered in the teaching of government.

Prospect: Gains derived from the teaching of government 

Teaching: This is the process whereby a person tries to make another person learn certain skill attitude and knowledge.

Training: A process of obtaining permanent change in bahaviour.

Instructional Material: They are aids that supplement teacher’s instruction.

Secondary Schools: They are the post primary institution of learning.

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

The chapter review some related literature concerning problems and prospect of teaching government in senior secondary school under the following.

i. Historical development of government as a discipline in Nigeria schools.
ii. Problems of teaching and learning Of government as a subject in Nigeria Schools
iii. Prospect of teaching and learning of government as a subject in Nigeria schools.

iv. Summary of Related Literature.

Historical Development of Government as a Discipline in Nigeria Schools

 
According to Suleiman (2006), Government as a subject in the secondary school was introduced in 1980 before then there was no such subject in the school curriculum. He added what resembled government was not available to secondary school students but rather to pre-ordinary level candidates. He further stated that the notices for the introduction of government into curriculum was given in 1982 that was when the West African Examination Council designed a syllabus for ordinary and advanced examinations. It was the practices of the West African Examination Council to give two years notice before new subject would be introduced.


The first syllabus of government very concise in content converge and focusing essentially on political in history; both pre-colonial and colonial constitutional and political development in Africa states. In additions it included topic on international organization like organization of African Union (OAU), United National Organization (UNO) as well as post independence constitution and organs of Government. In 1991 syllabus was introduce from 1991, based on the addition of new topic and further amendment on the formal syllabus. 1975 syllabus had larger content coverage than the previous syllabus. It saw to the introduction of new section on element of government this marked the beginning of the study of basic concept of government and politics in the syllabus.

Section two and three in the 2007 syllabus contained more than one and two of the previous 2001 to 2004 syllabus. The outcome of the revision exercise on the content of the 2007 syllabus led to new amendment into existence in 2009. The 2009 syllabus introduce some innovations. The content coverage was much more elaborate than the previous ones.  Instead of the previous arrangement of sections one to three sub-division of 1991 syllabus was based on the types of paper to be written. 

Hence, there were paper one elements of government and paper two for pre-colonial and post independence political development in West Africa.

New topics were added under the two papers such topics include military in politics, Nationalism etc. and the classification was more detailed than the previous ones.


For the first time, West African Examination Council papers for both ordinary and advance level examination were divided into two papers i.e. paper one was the objectives while paper two was theory type (Yusuf, 2006).


The introduction for senior secondary school certificate led to the changes in the scope and contents of the government syllabus for examples the content of the government in secondary school certificate is of high standard compare to the contents of the previous syllabus. The setting of examinations at the senior secondary school level on government remained paper one and two as constrained in the previous syllabus.

It should be noted that government as a discipline from 1995 up till date remain an elective subject which students offer as a matter of preference of career choice and had been accepted as a subject in the senior secondary school curriculum in Nigeria (Yusuf, 2006).

Problems of Teaching and Learning of Government as a Subject

There has been a great numbers of problems facing the teaching and learning of Government in senior secondary school. One of the greatest problem facing the teaching and learning of government may be a  result of inadequate qualified teacher to teach the subject and the problems of lack of instructional material and the problems in appropriate use of the instructional materials by (Agboola, 2005). 

Another problems facing the teaching and learning of government may be as a result of lack of conducive environment and the problems of over crowd student with the problems of lack of enough table and chair in a class. In some cases there use to be the problems of language barrier in which there will not be a good and effective communication between the teacher and the student which may be as a result of their background and the problems of good and cordial relationship by (Awoyemi, 2000).


Yusuf (2006) pointed out that another problem may be as a result of lack of motivation and readiness from both the teacher and pupils in which the teacher may not be ready to teach and the pupils as well may not be ready to learn vis – a – vis. These factors and some other factors appears to be the main constraint in teaching and learning of government in senior secondary school. 
Prospects of Teaching and Learning of Government as a Subject.

Government is included as a subject in the secondary school curriculum of Nigeria school not to fill a vacuum but to achieve some desirable and positive aim in Nigeria society. 


Government in the school curriculum serves the purpose of citizenship training. In other words, the introduction of the government in the secondary school curriculum is to train the Nigeria children to be good citizen as children, adolescent and in future as adult. Secondly, it will enable the students to acquire relevant knowledge about the nature, structure, processes and of the Nigeria government in particular and the political system in general i.e. the political education.

Not only that, but also government was introduced to enable students acquires relevant political skill such as voting campaigning, lobbying, peaceful protest for effective participation in the immediate community and the larger Nigeria political system (Oguna, 2001).


Generally speaking, government was included in secondary schools curriculum inculcate necessary intellectual skill in Nigeria students for the purpose of describing, explaining and evaluating political phenomena in the Nigeria society.

The inclusion of government in the secondary school curriculum facilitates international understanding by inculcating relevant intellectual skills for explaining or analyzing events, issues or problems in the international organization activities by (Yusuf, 2006).
Also the learning and teaching of government provides an avenue for the development of relevant political attitude in the Nigeria secondary school students for the purpose of making them effective participants in democratic arrangement of government, patriotism and over all building of Nigeria nation hood. The political attitudes inculcated are those of democratic orientation which enable students to recognize their roles as citizens of Nigeria as well as recognize their uniqueness as a member of a particular ethnic group while at the same time accepting and tolerating the existence and co-operation with people of other ethnic group. In addition government as a subject enables students to gain national consciousness and promote their collective identity to the Nigeria nation and by so doing promoting national unity.

Finally, government was included in the secondary school curriculum in Nigeria for future study as well becoming a professional political scientist. Therefore, one will not hesitate to propagate with keen interest the significance of government as a subject to human development in all fields. Hence the encouragement in the Nigeria secondary schools by the government and the society at large is without doubt justified (Dare, 2001).

Summary of Reviewed Literature.

In this chapter various literature on the prospect and problems of teaching and learning of government in the secondary schools were reviewed. Government as a subject entails the instrument by means of which the purpose of the states are sought to be realized.

The researcher went further to study some of the problems militating against effective teaching and learning of government as viewed by different scholars. These problems include inadequate qualified government teachers, lack of enough teaching aids, inadequate relevant textbook, inappropriate teaching methods used by most unskilled etc. teacher of government coupled with poor attitude of the students. 


The essence of teaching government in secondary schools were also reviewed, these include citizenship training to equipped the school children  with relevant knowledge about the nature, structure and process of Nigeria political system. Introduction to the relevant political skills such as voting system, peaceful protest and effective participation in the running of their government to inculcate in the consciousness and to prepare the students for future career.

The study, therefore intends to investigate the prospect and problems of teaching and learning government so as to provide solution to the problems.
CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Research Design

The descriptive survey method was used for the study. According to Verma and Board (2000), descriptive survey is a research type that promotes easy collection of information from a large population. Hence, the study of the problems and prospects of the teaching Government in senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State was investigate through a descriptive survey.

Population of the Study

According to Daramola (2000), research is descriptive as the yardstick that stimulates the people to be involved in a study. Hence all the eleven Secondary Schools formed the population of the study. All these schools formed the population of the study. All these schools offering Government as a subject and have been presenting candidates for West African Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination Council (WASSSCE), National Examination Council (NECO) as well as the National Business and Technical Examination as Board (N.A.B.T.E.B.) that was establish in 2002.

Sample and Sampling Techniques  
In view of the relatively large size of target population random sampling techniques was used to select five (5) secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. This is the reason why the researchers rely on taking sample. 


The Sampling Technique used in selecting respondents is STRATIFIED SAMPLING METHOD: stratified sampling method is a probability sampling technique where the researcher divides the entire population into different sub-groups or strata. Then randomly selects the final subjects proportionally from the different strata. 


Schools in Ilorin West local government of Kwara state are divided into private secondary schools, community schools, Government Secondary Schools, mission schools, and the Technical Secondary Schools. 


From the above strata of Secondary Schools in the Area, Ten (10) respondents were selected each. The rationale behind using stratified sampling method is to ensure the presence of the key sub-group within the sample selected. 

The sample schools are :-

· Government High School Adeta, Ilorin 

· Ilorin Grammar School, Ilorin 

· Government Girls Day Oko Erin
· Mount Carmel Secondary School. Ilorin
· Socrates College, Ilorin

The sampled students were made up of five schools to which the questionnaire was administered, in all 50 students were used as representation sample of the target population  
Research Instrument

The questionnaire was used by the researcher in collecting the relevant information and data on the problems and prospect of teaching government in secondary school. 

            There were two sections in the questionnaires. Section A sought for demographical information of the respondents such as Name, Age, class while section B consisted of well structured questions design to collect data about the problems and prospects of teaching government in senior secondary schools.

Validity of the Instrument  
        The questionnaire for this study was submitted to the supervisor for verification of the statement after careful examination, the comments and observation of the experts were in corporate into a new draft which made the instrument valid. 
Reliability of the Instrument 
         The instrument was administered using the test re – test method. The test was administered firstly on the respondents and administration of the test was repeated after two weeks and the result of both administrations were corrected using the Pearson product moment coefficient correlation and this implies that there is consistency in the application of each of the items of the questionnaire.
Procedure for Data Collection
The copies of the questionnaire were qualified administered by the researcher in order to give the respondents necessary assistance such assistance included brief explanation and classification of the items in the questionnaire 

The method prevented loss of questionnaire and wrong interpretation of questionnaire items by the respondents.

Similarly, the presence of the researcher at each of the school made it easy for him to collect all completed copies of name made by information given to be treated confidentially 

Data Analysis Procedure 
For the purpose of statistical treatment responses from the questionnaire were analyzed with simple percentage. The teacher academic competency, problems and prospects and the result from five selected schools of the study in Ilorin west local government of Kwara State were pooled together to show the students performance in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 session. 

CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

In this chapter, the data obtained were analyzed. The analysis was carried out on the basis of each research questions. Appropriate data table were also provided to guide the discussion of the data.

Presentation of Result 

Each research question was stated. An appropriate data table was provided to guide the analysis and subsequent answering of the questions.

Research Question One: Would the use of instructional materials have any significant influence on the teaching and learning of government?

Table One: Summary of responses of teachers on the influence of instructional material on teaching and learning of government.

	S/NO
	STATEMENT
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	1
	Does teaching material for government are sufficient in school 
	20
	40
	30
	60

	2
	Does instructional material for government are available for teaching and learning for both teacher and student in school 
	18
	36
	32
	64

	3
	Is there adequate government teachers for teaching in secondary school for the good product from student
	19
	38
	31
	62

	4
	Does the government syllabus are too cumbersome for teacher to cover and difficult for student comprehend within stipulated duration 
	24
	48
	26
	52


Sources: Field Survey, 2024
In the table above it indicate that 40% of the respondents agreed that the teaching material for government are sufficient in senior secondary school while 60% of the them disagreed with the extent that the material were grossly inadequate in school.

However, 36% of the respondent agreed that instructional material for government are available for teaching and learning for both teacher and student in school while some of the respondent (64%) disagreed that there are not enough instructional material for teaching government in secondary school. More so, (38%) of the respondents agreed that there are adequate government teachers for teaching in secondary school for the good product from student but (62%) disagreed with it in the sense that there are not adequate and sufficient government teacher in which one teacher can be teaching the whole class from SS1 to SS3 even some teacher used to teach six different classes from SS 1 part in SS2 which is too stressful for the teacher discharge excellent and energetically. While some respondents 48% of the respondents agreed that the government syllabus are too cumbersome for teacher to cover and difficult for student to comprehend within stipulated duration but some respondent 52% disagreed with the view that since there is no enough teacher in teaching government in secondary school it will be difficult for such teacher to cover the syllabus within the stipulated duration.

Research Question Two: Would the teacher qualifications have any significant influence on the teaching and learning of government?
Table 2: Responses of the respondents on the influence on the teacher’s qualification on the teaching and learning of government in secondary school.

	S/NO
	STATEMENT
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	5
	Does the teacher’s qualification play a vital role in the teaching and learning of government in secondary school  
	35
	70
	15
	30

	6
	Does the teacher competency determine the student academic performance  in secondary school
	30
	60
	20
	40

	7
	Does the teacher method of teaching influence the teaching and learning of government in secondary school.
	36
	72
	18
	28

	8
	Does the teacher classroom control affect the teaching and learning of government in senior secondary school 
	40
	80
	10
	20


Source: Field Survey, 2024
In the table two above 70% of the respondents agreed that teachers qualification play a vital role on the teaching and learning of government in secondary school while the 30% of the respondents disagreed with the motion. Also 60% of the respondents affirmatively agreed that teacher competency determine the student academic performance in government in secondary school with the support of the 72% of the respondents agreed that if the teacher are competent enough the method of teaching will influence the teaching and learning government in secondary school but 40% and 38% disagreed with assertion respectively. More so, 80% of the respondents agreed that teacher classroom control affect the teaching and learning of government in senior secondary school while20% disagreed with it. 

Research Question Three: Would the time allocated to the teaching and learning of government have any significant influence on the performance of secondary school students.
Table 3: Reponses of the respondents on the influence of time table on the teaching and learning of government in secondary school.
	S/NO
	STATEMENT
	YES 
	%
	NO
	%

	9
	Does the time allocated for the teaching and learning of government is sufficient enough for the course 
	20
	40
	30
	60

	10
	Doe the time allocated for teaching of government has significant effect on the student achievement 
	22
	44
	28
	56

	11
	Does the time allocated to the teaching and learning of government is conducive for both teacher and students in school
	23
	46
	27
	54

	12
	Does the government lesson are always interesting in the afternoon
	20
	40
	30
	60


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 3 above indicate that 40% of the respondents agreed that time allocated for the teaching and learning of government is sufficient enough for the course while larger respondents 60% disagreed with it. Also 44% of the respondents agreed that time allocated for teaching of government has significant effect on the student achievement while some of the 54% disagreed with it. More so, 46% of the respondent agreed that the time allocated to the teaching and learning of government is conducive for both teacher and students in school but the revise is the case which 54% of the respondents disagreed that the time allocated for the teaching and learning of government is not only conducive for teacher but also for students as well.

Research Questions Four: Would government as a discipline in the secondary school curriculum have any significant influence on public awareness.

Table 4: Responses of the respondents on the influence of government as a subject on public awareness.

	S/NO
	STATEMENT
	YES
	%
	NO
	%

	13
	Does the teaching of government in secondary school facilitates  public awareness 
	28
	56
	22
	44

	14
	Does the learning of government are relevant and compulsory in senior secondary school examination for art and social science department 
	30
	60
	20
	40

	15
	Does the secondary school curriculum should incorporate national goal of the nation  
	25
	50
	25
	50


Source: Field Survey, 2024
In the last table it indicates that 56% of the respondents agreed that teaching of government in secondary school facilitate the public awareness while 44% of the respondents disagreed with it. More so, 60% of the respondents agreed that learning of government is relevant and compulsory in senior secondary school examination for art and social science department but some respondents disagreed with it. To crown it all the secondary school curriculum should incorporate national goal of the nation which both side of the respondents share the same quota of the assertion to it.
Discussion of the Results
The findings reveals that the responses to research question is agreed with those of Adesoye, (2006) and Damilare, (2002) on the influence of instructional material and teachers Qualification on the teaching and learning of government in senior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State with research question in supportive of this.

The findings reveal that the time table allocation to the teaching of government was inadequate and time allocated to the teaching of government significant effects on students academic performance while the time allocated to government was not conducive to student.


It was also discovered that research question four provided responses that were in consonance with that of Ogunna, (2004) in which significant relationship was found between government curriculum and student participation in civic responsibility. Therefore, the finding being investigated revealed significant influence on the teaching and learning of government in secondary school in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state.
In summary, the findings observes that the teaching of Government in senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government is facing a lot of problems ranging from unqualified teachers, inadequate textbooks, inadequate time allocated to the subject, insufficient teaching material as well as lack of interest on the part of the students.

However, the subject is a sine-qua-non in the sense that it aids public awareness, breeds sense of responsibility in the learner which commensurate their positive contribution to the smooth running of Nigeria’s government and subsequently make the students good leaders of tomorrow and which in turn make them conscious of the world around them.

CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary 

During the course of study on the problems and prospects of teaching of government in senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Efforts were concerted on the meaning of government through the reviewing of some relevant literature. In the same vein, efforts were concerted to point out some problems as well as prospects of teaching of government in senior secondary schools.

Data were collected through the questionnaire and analyzed with the use of simple percentage method. From the analyses the research questions formulated were tested, found to be useful and as well valid. The following is the summary of the findings: -

i. That teaching materials are inadequate for the teaching and learning of Government in secondary school.

ii. That teachers qualification determines students’ performance in government 

iii. That student does not show interest in the teaching and learning of government.
iv. That the teaching of government makes students to actively participate in their civic responsibility.

Conclusion 

This project is carried out to examine the prospects and problems of teaching government in senior secondary school in Ilorin west local government of Kwara state. During the course of study, it was discovered that the teaching of government plays prominent roles in Nigeria society. It serves as an aid to public awareness, the study also revealed that the past event, policies and programmes of government together with the past political affairs were made known to the students through the teaching of government, so that they can use the past and present political experience to nearest as they were equally imbibed with the necessary leadership qualities which will help them in their future leadership role. 

The study equally revealed that the teaching of government makes the students aware of society as well as their right and obligations as this will eventually makes them responsible citizen through the discharge of their civic duties.

More importantly, the teaching of government aids the student to contribute positively to the progress of their society as well as cooperating with the government by abiding with the rules and regulations of the country. The result equally shows that the students were able to understand the world around them.

Teaching material were not sufficient for the teaching of government while  time allocated to the teaching of government was equally inadequate this can be due to lack of interest or level of relevance tagged to the subject by the school lead or administrator.

Above all, students do not help the situation as most of them show carefree attitude or lack of interest towards the teaching and learning of government in secondary schools.
Recommendations
Based on the result of this study, the following recommendations are made:

The importance of teaching government in producing a crop of well informed citizens for the general development of Nigeria cannot overemphasize. In this regard, therefore, it is hereby recommended that government be made a compulsory subject instead of the present elective status so that the subject can be well understood from the scratch.  

Furthermore, the teaching should be introduced into senior secondary school syllabus to give room for adequate coverage of the course contents and understandings.

Effective use of teaching aid in the teaching of the subject is also desirable. It is realized that teaching aid are expensive and difficult to produce. 

However, it is advised that the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) and the government should come to the aid of school. Qualified teachers need to be employed for teaching of government and not necessarily qualified to teach government and vice versa.

The problem of having to identify relevant textbooks on government can be resolved. State government can commission experts in government to write textbooks for students’ use as the Kwara state did on text books for the science subject.

The students need to stimulate and encourage asking questions, challenging the view of their teachers and participating actively in the classroom discussion during debate.

Limitation of the Study

The study is limited to the problems and prospects of teaching Government in Senior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Meanwhile, because of financial constraint and time limit only five Secondary Schools were selected for the purpose of the study, the researcher could not cover all secondary schools in local government area.

All these limitations notwithstanding, the findings of the study can be generalized in all secondary schools in the state.
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APPENDIX

KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

Department of Political Science
Questionnaires

Research Topic: Problems and Prospect of Teaching of Government in Senior Secondary School in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Dear Respondents;


I am a student of the above named, department and institution researching on ‘Problems and Prospect of Teaching of Government in Senior Secondary Schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.


I shall be very happy as you assist me in filling these questionnaires. 

Note that your anonymity is guaranteed. Thanks   

Yours faithfully 









   Researchers 
	S/N
	QUESTIONS
	YES 
	%
	NO
	%

	1
	Does teaching material for government are sufficient in school 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Does instructional material for government are available for teaching and learning for both teacher and student in school 
	
	
	
	

	3
	Is there adequate government teachers for teaching in secondary school for the good product from student
	
	
	
	

	4
	Does the government syllabus are too cumbersome for teacher to cover and difficult for student comprehend within stipulated duration 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Does the teacher’s qualification play a vital role in the teaching and learning of government in secondary school  
	
	
	
	

	6
	Does the teacher competency determine the student academic performance  in secondary school
	
	
	
	

	7
	Does the teacher method of teaching influence the teaching and learning of government in secondary school.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Does the teacher classroom control affect the teaching and learning of government in senior secondary school 
	
	
	
	

	9
	Does the time allocated for the teaching and learning of government is sufficient enough for the course 
	
	
	
	

	10
	Doe the time allocated for teaching of government has significant effect on the student achievement 
	
	
	
	

	11
	Does the time allocated to the teaching and learning of government is conducive for both teacher and students in school
	
	
	
	

	12
	Does the government lesson are always interesting in the afternoon
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