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ABSTRACT
The study examined the Influence of Oral literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Three research questions and hypotheses were designed to carry out the study and questionnaire was designed for the study and only one hundred respondents were randomly selected as sample. The results of the findings revealed that; oral literature influences the academic performance of English students positively, teachers also engaged in oral literature during classes to improve academic performance of English students and the knowledge of oral literature change the level of moral decadence in the society. It is however, recommended amongst the others that; the schools should be well equipped with teaching and learning resources to ensure the effective implementation of oral literature, Government should ensure that qualified and sufficient-trained literature teachers/lecturers are employed so as to improve the English students academic performance through the use of oral literature in class in order to improve the students speaking skills and parents should be invited by the Parents Teacher Association and be advised to inculcate the use of oral literature to preserve cultures and other societal values.   
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the study
	Oral literature is the written form of African art which is preceded as folklores, proverb, legend written and riddles in non-literature society. It is the response of critical knowledge, philosophy and wisdom with its unique essential challenges through narrative, poetry, stage, dance myths and fables. It provides a portraits time and place. It also encapsulates the traditional belief, values and the nature of the society itself and provides a system of laws through which a code of conduct of a society is established (Iwu Ikwubzo 2019).
	Oral literature has its distinctive form, content and style which differs it from the written type. However, both possess common grounds in term of utilitarian values. In oral narrative performance, there is a rapport and aesthetic harmony between the audience and the narrator which is not the case with the written literature at the time of composition. The narrator as the custodian of the societal morals greedy exploits gesticulation which he employs to explain in reasons for given situations, express as emotion of anger, joy, sympathy, sadness or happiness for effective dramatic effort and delivery (Albert Hornby 2018).
	Oral literature means oral works of high merit which are product of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken words in pre-literature communities. Such works are composed mentally by the illiterate raconteur stored in memory and recited, chanted or sung on specific occasions (Iwu Ikwubzo 2016). It consists of prose, verse, proverb, folktales and riddles. Values, on the other hand, is the collection of guiding principle, what one dream to be corrected and desirable in life, especially regarding principle condition. They are beliefs about what is right and what is important in life (Albert Hornby, 2018).
	Kunle Ogunmaberu and Wale Rotimi (2020) observed that "values are all inclusive, deeply internalized personal feeling that directed action." Thus, values may not be seen, but are recognized in the behaviour of child as leaders of tomorrow, the young ones are given the basic spiritual and cultural training to maintain sustain the societal development. The use of Yoruba oral literature (folktales) as a tool for value inculcation to children and youth is the concern of the research.
	Oral literature is perhaps the most common Africa narrative prose written or orally presented which is handed down to the next generation through the ages. It uses human being, animals, sprits and other supernatural phenomenal like giants, strange animals as it character to represent human virtue and can be seen as allegory through which the realities of human are dramatized in such a way that it emphasized certain human dilemma.
	What stores use in the face today as nation a far cry what it was in the past as our rich cultural heritage and wisdom enshrined in oral art form on the brink of extinction. Sadly, it is simply as a result of our unbridled indolence and cynical attitude towards the collapsing moral over the years. In fact, the present stirring situation is only comparable to a sad and helpless situation of a hunter whose day has gone mad and turned against him. Our indolence and cynical attitude has led to cultural disorientation and deracination. Achebe (1964) affirms this "this worst thing can happen to any person is their dignity and self respect.
Statement of the problem
It is a known fact that oral literature has existed in Africa long before the arrival of the colonial masters. Despite the recognized benefits of oral literature in enhancing language skills, cultural understanding, and critical thinking, research indicates that students of English language are not adequately exposed to oral literature leading to gap in their linguistic and literary competencies and this happened as a result of the emergence of Christianity and western-education. Students now lack interest in oral literature and this affects their performance academically. Oral literature was introduced into the school curriculum especially at the higher institution level to awaken and get scholars familiar to the “dead” African culture. (Kirtley, 2017).
This study aims to address this by investigating the influence of oral literature on the academic performance of students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. According to Knell, 2018; Sharma et al 2022, oral literature plays a significant role in developing literacy skills and deepening cultural understanding. Therefore, this research work needs careful attention to the enhancement of English skills among Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin through literature. 
Purpose of the Study  
	This research work is carried purposefully to survey the influence of oral literature on the academic performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Specifically, the study intends to:
i. Examine the influence of oral literature on the academic performance of English students of Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
ii. Examine the teachers’ involvement in oral literature during classes.
iii. Examine the significant relationship between knowledge of oral literature and level of moral decadence in the society. 
Research Questions
	The following questions are designed for the study:
i. Do oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin?
ii. Do teachers involves in oral literature during classes to improve academic performance of the students?
iii. Does the knowledge of Oral Literature change the level of moral decadence in the society?
Research Hypotheses
The following null hypotheses are to be tested in the study:
HO1:	There is no significance influence in oral literature and the academic performance of Students.
HO2:	There is significant influence in teacher's use of oral literature and student's academic performance
HO3:	There is no significant influence in oral literature and level of moral decadence in the society.
Significance of the study
	This study will be of immense benefits to numerous stakeholders, the first of which are the children themselves, youths, parents and teachers. The study will help the children and youths to learn moral values in the school and society at large.
	The study will shed more light into the level of moral decadence in the society and try to proffer remedy to the problems of moral decadence in the society. It will also aid the major and moral values are abused and lost in our society. However, base on the knowledge of moral values and what is seen as a moral uprightness, the study might put a perimeter to assess these values in our society through various media such as folktales etc.
Operational definition of Terms
Influence: The capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behaviour of someone or something, or the effect itself
Literature: is a spoken or written medium uses language, plot, setting, theme to give us the picture of what life looks like. It is also a caricature of life and everything embedded in it. Literature mirrors the life in their sense that enables us to know and understand what is going on in our society or the other country. Through literature we gain a lot of experiences, we learn about our people and other people's culture and traditions.
Oral literature: is an unwritten form of African art which is presented as folktales, proverb, myths, legends and riddles in non-literature society.
Moral: is a code of conduct that relates to principles of right and wrong in behaviours, especially for teaching right behaviour. 
Academic Performance: The result of the students based on the test administered to them.




CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
	In this chapter, the following subheadings were discussed:
· Oral literature
· Types of oral literature
· The Impact of Oral Literature on Other Aspect of English Language 
· Academic Performance of Students 
· Effects of oral literature on the academic performance in English
· Appraisal of relevant literature Reviewed 
Oral Literature
	To a great extent, the phrase "Oral literature" seems self-contradictory. It is an oxymoron a situation where two contractor things are place scale-by-scale. The word "Oral" denotes that which is spoken and not written. On the other hand, "literature" means that which is written down for one who is literate in the language to read and understand. Whenever the term "literature" is mentioned, mind goes to that which is written down rather than spoken therefore, when the two words are juxtaposed so that we have oral literature. It sounds awkward. 
          According to Okoh N. (20015), oral literature comprises two words, oral and literature, it is appropriate to take as our starting point on examination of both terms. The second and weightier is derived form the Latin word, littera (letter of the alphabet< litterae letters), is one commonly used in modern term. 
         According to Nowdwa Jane and Austine Bukenya (2013) oral literature includes "those utterances, whether spoken, recited or sung, whose composition and performance exhibit to an appreciation degree the artistic character of accurate, observation, vivid imagination and ingenious expression". Similarly, Canadian Encyclopedia suggests that the phase "oral literature" is sometime used interchangeably with folklore, but it usually has a broader focus. It is the means of transmitting the totality of a people to the younger generation in spoken means.
	Aristotle has defined literature as an imitation of life. It is therefore, possible that one can compose story that apply mirrors one's society and tell the story direct audience. Although, the story is not written down, the audience listens and enjoys the story as the recorder tells the story. If any member of the recorder's audience is literate, he may document the story of the recorder in written form. When such is done, we have literature born out of orality.
Types of Oral Literature
	Like the written version, Chris Baldrek A. (2013) classified oral literature into three forms; the prosaic genre, the poetic genre and the dramatic genre.
The prosaic genre
	According to Chris Baldrek A.(2013) prose is a form of language root organized according to the formal patterns of verse, although, it will have some sort of return and some devices of repetition balances there are not governed by regularly sustained formal arrangement, the arrangement, the significant unit being the sentence rather than the line. The language of prose is simply the language of communication in natural context. Glaring among the oral narrative includes the folktale. Folktale is short but highly didactic imaginary story uses in mainly animals, birds and human being as the character.
	Chris Baldrek A. (2014), folktale is a story passed on by words of mouth rather than writing and thus path modified by successive re-telling before being written down or recorded. In the same vein, Akforobaro (2015) describe folktale as an imaginative story in prose form which may have a basic in facts but generally, the story is imaginative. 
	Today many writers, mainly in a bid to prescribe our folktales and mainly for stylistic purposes incorporate folktales in their written literatuire. Chinua Achebe is prominent among such writers.
The Epic
	According to Kirmani (2022), epic is a long narrative song or poem that celebrates the tremendous achievement of a legendary hero. The hero is a number of ways different from ordinary persons. For instance, the hero in an oral or traditional epic possess supernatural prowess that enables him perform great feat no ordinary mortal another birth of the epic is beyond and in most occasion, there was no sexual intercourse before the epic is conceived. He uses his supernatural prowess to save a nation or a community but he turn antagonizes the society that he had saved, Milton's paradisw lost, Virgil's Aeneid, Homer's Illiad and the Anglo-saxon poem Bewulf is among the popular known epics.
Myth
	In the words of Boldrek (2014), this is a kind of story rudimentary narrative sequence, normally traditional and anonymous through which give a cultures ratifies its social customs or accounts for the origins of human and natural phenomena, usually in supernatural or boldly imaginative terms
The Proverb
	Proverb is defined as a simple and concrete saying that expresses a truth based on common and intuitive knowledge or the practical experience of one. Sam Uzochukwu has a good number of Igbo songs in his Abu Akwamozu and Mbem. (Kabira, 2020). 
War Songs
	Miruka (2021), war songs are such chants song by warriors who are about to engage in warfare or at a heroic dance or ceremonies which represents actual warfare. War songs usually sung by warrior to encourage themselves or they are sung by their supporters to encourage them not stumble. War songs are easy to compose, many of them are extemporaneously composed. One person may simply raise his voice and utter a word and immediately the refrain would be added by the others. E.g, Soloist Nzogbu Nzogbu.
Panegyrics
	Panegyric is also known as praise song. It is latin originated word which denotes a formal eulogistic composition intended as a public compliment, as an aspect of oral literature panegyric is traditional composition sung in praise of one who probably may have done something quite impression. Some panegyric have no know composer which others are composed by known gifted minstrel who usually go round palaces of celebration to sung praise songs to prominent and wealthy people round who in return would reward them with some cash. (Adeyemi, 2020).
Lullaby 
	Adeyemi, 2020, lullaby is a melodious songs composed mainly by unknown person used to lull a child to sleep and to stop crying. Like many other aspects of Oral literature, though lullabies are usually without any known composer, rather they are made popular and also preserved by the way of mouth (i.e they are passed from generation to generation orally) lullabies are popular.
Elegy
In his view (Adeyemi, 2020), when a poem has themes of mourning and loss, it is known as an elegy. Walt Whitman’s “O Captain! My Captain!” is a famous example of an elegy mourning the death of Abraham Lincoln. The poem says: My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still;
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will;”
As the poem continues, Whitman beautifully describes the painful emotions brought on by the president’s murder.
Ode
An ode pays homage or tribute to a subject, but it may be less serious than an elegy. One of the most famous odes is John Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn.” In this poem, Keats pays respects to the artwork on an urn from ancient Greece.
Epigram
An epigram is a short, sweet, usually witty, poem that is nothing more than a couplet or quatrain. Benjamin Franklin’s phrase “Little strokes fell great oaks.” is an example of an epigram. (Kabira, 2020).
Sonnet
According to Miruka, 2021, sonnets are poems with 14 lines that contain a specific rhyme scheme and meter. Various types of rhyming schemes can be used in sonnets, and typically sonnets have ten syllables per line.
Lyric Poetry
A Lyric poem shows feelings and emotions. It may use rhyming verse or free form, but it is distinct from epic and narrative poetry because the focus is not on a story but on a feeling. Most Shakespearean sonnets are examples of lyric poetry. (Miruka, 2021).

Echo Verse
Echo verse poetry repeats the end syllable of each line. The ending syllable is repeated at the end of the same line or placed on an entirely new line directly underneath it. This type of poetry doesn’t follow any rules other than this repetition, creating the “echo” effect. (Miruka, 2021).
The Impact of Oral Literature on Other Aspect of English Language 
Another major aspect of English language examination is the written form. This written including text on lexis and structure (grammar) essay and summary. According to Hornby (2015) “Lexis and structure are the arrangement of small piece of words into definite patterns.” The structure of a language is perceived by Afolayan (2018) as “the systematic relation of words.” Here, the focus is drawn at the constituent of each linguistic unit e.g. the subjects, predicate and adjunct. Oral literature provides a recipe by which an improved performance on lexis and structure can be achieved e.g. Oral literature takes cognizance of pronunciation, and words formation. All these could help learners to write good and well-structured sentences.
Often times in language teaching the oral drill and vocabulary development precede the written comprehension. The essence of this is to acquaint learners with how to pronounce some of the words that they will come in contact with while reading the passage. Kolawole (2022) observes, Oral literature provides an insight into knowing what the subject matter of a text is all about. Summary is an extended form of a comprehension passage. Grieve and Pratt (1965) see summary as a bread form of the comprehension passage whose aim is to bring out only the silent point out of the numerous sentences that make up the piece. It has been observed that students who do well in reading will have their problem considerably reduced when tackling question on summary.
To say that somebody understands a language implies that he can speak it. In a school setting or any formal setting, the knowledge of a language has to do with both the oral and written performance in the language. Like Akanbi (2021) observes “a teacher needs to be competent in the spoken form of English, construct good and well-structured sentences over a wide range of topics so as to inculcate good speaking and writing habits in the minds of his students”. The attainment of this objective as highlighted by Akanbi (2021) is a gradual process which I believe could be accomplished through the various unit of the English lesson of which the oral English is not the least but rather a basics towards understanding and improving students’ performance in English examination. It has been observed that students are asked to write topic. The point is unless one tries to speak a language he might not know the language. And since oral composition provides an avenue for students to express themselves, the written aspects becomes easier. Again, for one to continue written so that grammatical errors and malapropism might reduce.
Oral literature provides a pool of writers to fish upon. It is then left for students to internalize all the rules that they have learnt pertaining the language and write on any topic out of their stock of experience and exposure. According to Bamisaye (2022) “all phonemes, words and phrases and the prosodic features inherent in Oral English provide an insight towards a better performance of learners of English as a language users in all facets of English teaching-learning situation”. However, he assert further that the impact of Oral literature is much more felt in lexis and structure comprehension and essay than in summary.
Academic Performance of Students
	Adeakgbe (1991), defines academic performance that falls below a specific standard called the pass-work. For example, in the West Africa Examination School Certificate (WASCE). The pass-work is fitted for 40% and performance that fails below that is regarded a failure.  Poor academic performance on the other hand refers to performance that fall below a desired standard. These desired levels could depend on number of factors such as difficult of test.
	The ability of students, the strictness of their marking etc. thus overall performance of student fails in the subject such as mathematics, English Language and Literature-In-English, which are critical to his failure education aspiration. It therefore clear that the concept of poor academic performance is much more subjective. Inclusive then concept of academic failure, hence, if one considers students who could be said to have poor academic performance to those who  actually ailed then magnitude of Nigeria problem in this regard is great (Aderalegbe, 2018).
Influence of oral literature on Academic performance in English
	In oral tradition, influence starts from the day a child is bor. Mothers start the teaching of child in Yoruba care values through folksongs (lullaby) from them, the child begins to imbibe the values which are embedded in songs.	   
	Oral literature transmits important cultural and societal values, knowledge and behaviours. Most children grow up hearing folktales from their grandparents or parents and this oral tradition is instrumental in shaping their personality in their formative stage of life. It has the role of creating value based, socially responsible and civil individuals. Oral literature has played a big role in preserving our culture and in doing so people do not make concerned efforts, they do it by merely living their daily life is equivalent to living the culture and more so the transmission of culture and values to the younger generation.
	Another technique is role-playing, which involves teachers assigning roles for learners to play in small groups or pairs. It provides a variety of opportunities for practicing communication. Role-playing is a literary element or form that helps students create and carry out events that improve communication skills. This allows students to better perform English aspects such as speaking and writing activities. The point made here is consistent with Mardiani and Hanifah (2023), who argue that collaborative drama activities improve learners' English language skills. As highlighted in Alasmari and Alshae'e's (2020), role play has outstanding potential to help learners experience knowledge in five different but complementary aspects, such as spatial, psychological, mental, social, and personal. It is believed that an effective combination of these enables learners to acquire the skills necessary to learn a language. It is critical to closely monitor prose instruction. According to Alasmari and Alshae’e (2020), script writing not only reinforces students’ writing ability but also helps integrate other language skills. Indeed, teaching oral literature aims to facilitate a change of attitude in learners, broaden their awareness of literary heritage, sharpen their sensitivity, and build up their lexis. The teacher can achieve this by explaining and processing the plot, characters, themes, style, and setting, and connecting them to the objective of enhancing students' English achievement. Additionally, for learners to meaningfully seek out literary usefulness and develop their reading skills, they must be able to read, recite, and script literary works. It sharpens students' spoken English.
	Khatib et al. (2011) found that oral literature improves and develops individual language skills, namely listening, writing, speaking, and reading. Scholars suggest that oral literature serves as a composite structure that facilitates the acquisition of a target language, thereby enhancing the user's proficiency in that language. Mainland research shows that oral literature classes help students find their voices. So having students speak in another language and helping them express themselves have a lot in common (Mainland, 2013).
Finally, Murat (2015) believes that the role of a novel or a poem is to guide learners towards more linguistic expressions based on the real, situational, and authentic experiences that characters have in literary works. Likewise, reading works of different literary genres allows students to become familiar with a variety of language forms, functions, and communicative meanings. Written texts like novels, short stories, poems, and plays provide words that aid learners in understanding how communication occurs in this country, particularly when presenting situations involving characters from diverse backgrounds, societies, and regions. Overall, literature and language are both interdependent. Oral literary forms are effective means to nurture language understanding and its use in human day-today communication. Those genres embody essential lexico-semantic and literary aspects, taken as a pool from which language learners can draw to enhance not only language proficiency (Bazimaziki, 2023).
Oral literature, however, plays a very great role in English Language because it helps the students to improve their speaking skills so as to communicate or interact effectively and proficiently with people in the society.
Appraisal of the Reviewed Literature
	In the work of several scholars reviewed, Okoh (2018), Nandwa Jane and Austine (2013), described oral literature as the utterances, weather spoken, recited or sung, whose composition and performance exhibit to an accurate observation, vivid imagination and ingenious expression.
	Chris (2013) classified oral literature in three forms. They are; the prosaic, the poetic and dramatic genres. The prose is any form of language not organized accordingly to the formal pattern of verse, the poetic genre of oral literature includes the composition meant to be sung and chanted, and drama is best appreciated when acted on the stage. That is, drama is meant to be dramatized before a direct audience.
	Bayo (2014) defined academic performance as a performance that falls below a specific standard called the pass mark.    




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
The presentation were done under the following sub-headings
· Research Type
· Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Instrumentation 
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Data Analysis Techniques 
Research Type
	This is a descriptive research that is based on information gathered through questionnaire, this agrees with Akande (2014) which says, "Descriptive research involves the collection of data for the purpose of describing the existing condition".
Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
	The population of this study would be all the English Students in kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. N.C.E II Students would be randomly selected as the sample for the research. 
	The total sampled would be one hundred (100) English Students randomly selected from 200 level students of the following courses:
i. Christian Religious Studies/English
ii. Music/English
iii. English/French 
iv. English/History
v. English/Islamic Studies
Instrumentation 
	The instrument used for this study would be research design questionnaire. Questionnaires were prepared for the participants to collect data on the influence of oral literature on the academic performance of students of English language in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Questionnaires were preferred since they are not time consuming and are easy to administer to a large population. They also simplified the task of categorizing, tabulating and summarizing reactions or responses from the respondents. The questionnaire consist of two sections, that is, A and B. section A focused on personal information of the respondents while section B was sub-divided into four part and it contained statements on the stated problems.
	There are four (4) point Likert Scale different alternative responses on each item and the respondents would be expected to tick the most appropriate (√):
SA = Strongly Agree (4)
A = Agree (3)
D = Disagree (2) 
SD = Strongly Disagree (1)
To determine the content validity, the drafted sample of the questionnaire would be given to the experts to access and determine the suitability for the final corrections before the questionnaire would be administered. 
The validated questionnaire would be administered and the questionnaire pre-tested within an interval of two weeks to ascertain the reliability of the instrument before the instrument would be administered on a large population.
Procedure for Data Collection 
The instrument designed for the study would be personally administered to the sampled respondents by obtaining official permission from the Head of the Department (HOD) to carry out the study in the departments. The respondents would be addressed based on the purpose of this research and some terminologies on the questionnaire would be explain in order for the respondents to avoid misconception of content of the questionnaire, the respondents will comfortably answer the research statement according to their own rating within the specified period after which the questionnaire will be collected from them.
Data Analysis Techniques
	The items would be analyzed by using frequency count and percentage for the data collected. Higher percentages of responses would be used to accept and reject the research questions for this study.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Results
	This chapter contains the presentation and the summary of the findings on the influence of Oral Literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
	The analysis consists of two sections. The first section (section A) deals with demographic characteristics and information of respondents while the second section (section B) deals with the research questions and questionnaire which are prepared below in tabulation frequency count and percentage.
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents based on Gender (sex)
	SEX
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE %

	Male
	40
	40%

	Female
	60
	60%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024	
Table 1 above indicates that 100 respondents participated in the study in which 40 (40%) were male and 60 (60%) were female, thus we have many female respondents than male.
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents based on Age
	AGE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE %

	18 – 19 years
	23
	23%

	20 – 21 years 
	32
	32%

	22 – 23 years 
	45
	45%

	Total 
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	Table 2 above indicates that 100 respondents participated in the study in which 23 (23%) of the respondents were 18 – 19 years of age while 32 (32%) of the respondents were 20 – 21 years and 45 (45%) of the respondents were 22 – 23 years of age. 
Section B
	This section contains the presentation and analysis of data collected based on the research questionnaire for data collection of each item on questionnaire.
Research Question One: Do oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin?

Table 3: Responses on whether the oral literature influence the academic performances of English Students or not.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1.
	Does oral literature help the students to improve their speaking skills?
	60%
	20%
	10%
	10%

	2.
	Do oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students?
	50%
	20%
	15%
	15%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	Table 3 item 1 above shows whether the oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students, 60% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature help the students to improve their speaking skill, 20% of the respondents agreed while 10% of the respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed. Item 2 indicated that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students, 20% agreed while 15% strongly disagreed and disagreed. A total number of 100% respondents participated in the study.
Research Question Two: Do teachers involve in oral literature during classes to improve academic performance of the students?
Table 4: Response on whether teachers involves in oral literature during class to improve academic performance of students or not.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	3
	Does the experience of the teachers play a role in enhancing the academic performance of students?
	30%
	30%
	20%
	20%

	4
	Is regular seminars and in-service courses organized in your school to give untrained teachers some basic knowledge on the use of oral literature in classroom?
	65%
	25%
	5%
	5%

	5
	Does your school well equipped with teaching and learning resources to ensure the effective implementation of oral literature.
	50%
	30%
	10%
	10%

	6
	Does regular seminars and in service courses  is organized in your school to give untrained teachers some basic on the use of oral literature in classroom suggestions for further studies 
	40%
	20%
	20%
	20%

	7
	Does oral literature serves as a means of educating cultures in the classroom
	60%
	20%
	15%
	5%

	8.
	Do your teachers engage you in any type of oral literature during lecture?
	60%
	20%
	10%
	10%

	9.
	Do your teachers inculcate the importance values of oral literature to you in the class
	60%
	20%
	10%
	10%

	10.
	Do teachers in your school have prior experience in teaching oral literature?
	60%
	20%
	5%
	15%

	11.
	Does your school have qualified and sufficient lecturers to improve your English academic performance through the use of oral literature
	60%
	30%
	5%
	5%

	12.
	Does oral literature serve as a means of entertainment in the class
	60%
	20%
	10%
	10%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
	Table 4 item 3 above shows that 30%of the respondents strongly agreed that experience of the teachers play role in enhancing the academic performance of students, 30% agreed while 20% strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. This shows that teacher’s experience play a significant role in the academic performance of the students. Item 4 and 6 of the above table shows that 65% of the respondents strongly agreed that seminars and in-service courses is organized to train teachers some basic knowledge on the use of oral literature in classroom, 25% also agreed while 5% of the respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively indicating that seminars and in-service courses are organized for the teachers. 
	Item 5 of the table 4 above shows that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that school is well equipped with teaching and learning resources to ensure the effective implementation of oral literature, 30% of the respondents agreed while 10% of the respondents strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. Above all, it has been generally accepted that teachers’ involvement in oral literature during classes improve academic performance of the students as  it has been showed in item 7, 8, 9 10, 11 and 12 of the table 4 above where 60% of the respondents strongly agreed to the statements while those opposing are below 20% of the respondents.  
Research Question Three: Does the knowledge of oral literature change the level of moral decadence in the society?
Table 5: Response on whether the knowledge of oral literature changes the level of moral decadence in the society.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	13
	Is the oral literature the means of transmitting the totality of people to the younger generation in speaking skill?
	40%
	20%
	20%
	20%

	14
	Does the knowledge of oral literature change level of moral decadence in the society?
	50%
	20%
	15%
	15%

	15
	Does oral literature play a great role in preserving cultures in the society?
	40%
	20%
	30%
	10%

	16
	Do oral literature enable students to inculcate the important value in the society?
	45%
	25%
	20%
	10%

	17
	Does oral literature provide portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place?
	45%
	25%
	15%
	15%

	18
	Does oral literature transmit knowledge and societal behaviours?
	55%
	25%
	15%
	5%

	19
	Does oral literature provides a portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place? 
	50%
	30%
	10%
	10%

	20
	Does oral literature mean oral works of highments which are products of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken word in pre-literature communities?
	50%
	30%
	10%
	10%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table 5, item 13 shows that oral literature serve as a means of transmitting the totality of people to the younger generation in speaking skill while 40% of the respondents strongly agreed, 20% agreed while 20% strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. Item 14 above shows that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that the knowledge of oral literature change level of moral decadence in the society, 20% agreed while 15% strongly disagreed and disagreed. Table 4 item 15 above shows that 40% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature play a great role in preserving cultures in the society, 20% agreed while 30% strongly disagreed and 10% disagreed. Item 16 above shows that 45% of the respondents strongly agreed that enable students to inculcate the important value in the society, 25% of the respondents agreed while 20% strongly disagreed and 10% disagreed. 
Table 4 item 17 above shows that 45% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature provide portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place, 25% agreed while 15% strongly disagreed and 15% disagreed. Item 18 above shows that 55% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature transmit knowledge and societal behaviour, 25% agreed while 15% strongly disagreed and 5% disagreed. Item 19 of above table shows that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature mean oral works of entertainment which are products of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken word in pre-literature communities, 30% agreed while 10% strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. Table 4 item 20 above shows that 50% of the respondents strongly agreed that oral literature mean oral works of highments which are products of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken word in pre-literature communities, 30% agreed while 10% strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively. A total number of 100% respondents participated in the study as pre-determined by the researcher.
Discussion of the Findings
	The study examines the influence of oral literature on the academic performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Below are the results revealed from the findings, Research question 1 sought to know if oral literature influences the academic performance of English Students, The percentage of the question was really high and that affirmed that oral literature influences the academic performance of English Students positively.
	It is equally ascertained in the study that, teachers engage in oral literature during classes to improve academic performance of the English Students.
	Lastly, the study has equally revealed that the knowledge of oral literature change the level of moral decadence in the society.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	In this chapter, the summary, conclusion and recommendations were made below on the Influence of Oral Literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education; Ilorin. 
Summary
The study examined the influence of Oral Literature on the Academic performance of English language students. One hundred (100) respondents partook in responding to the questionnaire titled as Questionnaire on the influence of Oral Literature on the Academic performance of English students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Three research question and hypotheses were proposed for the study and questionnaire was the instrument used for the study. The percentage statistic analysis method was employed to analyze the data. 
Summarily, the results of the study revealed the Influence of Oral Literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin are the following among others:
1.	Oral literature helps the students to improve their speaking skills.
2.	  Oral literature influences the academic performance of English students.
3.	Oral literature transmits importance cultural and societal value, knowledge and behaviours.
4.	Oral literature is the means of transmitting the totality of people’s culture to younger generations in speaking skill.
Conclusion
	The research work has succeeded in revealing that oral literature influences the academic performance of English students in Kwara State college of Education, Ilorin. It is equally concluded that the teachers also use oral literature in class to improve the English Student's academic performance.
	In conclusion, this study has revealed that; oral literature plays a great role in preserving cultures in the society, the knowledge of oral literature changes the level of oral decadence in the society, oral literature also provides portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place.
Recommendations
From the findings of the study the following are the recommendations on the Influence of Oral Literature on the Academic Performance of English Students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
1.	The schools should be well equipped with teaching and learning recourses to ensure the effective implementation of oral literature.
2.	Government should ensure that qualified and sufficient in trained literature teachers/lecturers are employed so as to improve the English student's academic performance through the use of oral literature.
3.	Teachers should also ensure that they engage in oral literature in class in order to improve the student's speaking skills.
4.	Parent should be invited by the Parent Teacher Association and be advised to inculcate the use of oral folktales to preserve cultures and other societal values.
5.	Regular seminars and in service courses should be organized to give untrained teachers some basic on the use of oral literature in classroom suggestions for further studies.
Suggestions for Further Studies
The future researcher should ensure further research on similar study and should not only include teachers but also other stakeholders (parents, school administrator and education policy makers) in the field of education they must consulted as this will make the research more meaningful.
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APPENDIX 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ILORIN, DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Dear Respondents,
This questionnaire is designed to gather information on the Influence of oral literature on the academic performance of English language students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. Your credible feedback is needed and would be well appreciated. The information in the questionnaire will be treated only for the research purpose.
Section A: Personal Information
	Kindly tick (√) in the space provided, the most appropriate option to you.
1.	Gender: Male ( ) 	Female ( )
2.	Age of the students: 18 – 19 years (   ), 20 – 21 years (  ), 30 years above (   )
Section B: Research Items
	Instruction: from each of the following statements, there are four columns, kindly respond to the items by ticking the best that describes your opinion using the ranting scale below of SA (Strongly Agreed), A (Agreed), D (Disagreed), SD (Strongly disagreed)
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
4
	A
3
	SD
2
	D
1

	1.
	Does oral literature help the students to improve their speaking skills?
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Do oral literature influence the academic performance of English Students?
	
	
	
	

	3
	Does the experience of the teachers play a role in enhancing the academic performance of students?
	
	
	
	

	4
	Is regular seminars and in-service courses organized in your school to give untrained teachers some basic knowledge on the use of oral literature in classroom?
	
	
	
	

	5
	Does your school well equipped with teaching and learning resources to ensure the effective implementation of oral literature.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Does regular seminars and in service courses  is organized in your school to give untrained teachers some basic on the use of oral literature in classroom suggestions for further studies 
	
	
	
	

	7
	Does oral literature serves as a means of educating cultures in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Do your teachers engage you in any type of oral literature during lecture?
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Do your teachers inculcate the importance values of oral literature to you in the class
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Do teachers in your school have prior experience in teaching oral literature?
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Does your school have qualified and sufficient lecturers to improve your English academic performance through the use of oral literature
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Does oral literature serve as a means of entertainment in the class
	
	
	
	

	13
	Is the oral literature the means of transmitting the totality of people to the younger generation in speaking skill?
	
	
	
	

	14
	Does the knowledge of oral literature change level of moral decadence in the society?
	
	
	
	

	15
	Does oral literature play a great role in preserving cultures in the society?
	
	
	
	

	16
	Do oral literature enable students to inculcate the important value in the society?
	
	
	
	

	17
	Does oral literature provide portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place?
	
	
	
	

	18
	Does oral literature transmit knowledge and societal behaviours?
	
	
	
	

	19
	Does oral literature provides a portrait for the true meaning of life as experienced by the society and its particular time and place? 
	
	
	
	

	20
	Does oral literature mean oral works of highments which are products of creative use of imagination by the artist of the spoken word in pre-literature communities?
	
	
	
	



