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ABSTRACT 
This study investigated the effects of single parenting on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state; to achieve the objective of the study, the following three (3) research questions were raised. Survey research design was employed for the study. Two (2) public junior secondary schools were randomly selected in study area; and a total of the hundred and forty (140) respondents were randomly selected. A search instrument titled: effects of single parenting on academic performance questionnaire (ESPAPQ) designed by the researcher was used for data collection. Data obtained were analyzed with descriptive statistics which include the means and standard deviation percentage. The study revealed that low extent on the effects of single parenting on the academic performance of secondary school students. This means that children from single parenting face emotional destabilization, negative social disposition, laxity in assisting and guidance and financial difficulty in providing for academic activities for their children. Single parent homes are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources Based on the results of the study, it is recommended among others that teachers of these students should transcend beyond teaching and imparting knowledge but also by going a step to offering counselling, encouragement and sharing personal experiences that will go a long way to motivate them to excel in their education. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Scholars have linked the family as the first point of call for understanding students’ academic performance because the family provides the avenue for learning, communication and growth for a child (Laura & Saracostti, 2019; Lyu, Li & Xie, 2019). This explains increased research focusing on the role of family structure in improving students’ academic performance (Lin, Washington-Nortey, Hill & Serpell, 2019; Sun & Li, 2011). However, the phenomenon of single parenting has attracted scholars’ attention with most of the studies comparing two biological parent homes, single-parent homes and step/relative homes (Cheung & Park, 2016; Tartari, 2015), with most of the studies concluding that single parenting has a negative effect on students’ academic performance (Anyakoha, 2016; Azuka-Obieke, 2013).
However, with the growing trend of single parents in society, there is no gainsaying this trend has come to stay. As such, emphasis should shift towards identifying factors that could help reduce the negative effect thereof or strengthen the capacity of parents to drive increased student performance. This has become necessary because the increased generalisation has rather led to stereotyping students from single-parent homes and moralising parents for having children out of wedlock, which has not helped the situation or society.
Hence, taking a distinct approach from extant literature, we assessed the role of single-parent homes on students’ academic performance not necessarily with the aim of comparing them with two-parent homes, as comparison takes us back to stereotyping, but to provide a forward-driven approach to the role of single parenting on students’ academic performance. Besides, studies on single-parent families and students’ academic performance have focused more on the role of the parent, school and social ties (Marschall & Shah, 2020; Sota & Agi, 2020) with limited studies assessing the role of the student in their academic performance. This has become necessary since an individual can be self-motivated either intrinsically or extrinsically to pursue whatever they hold valuable. Therefore, our approach of a more nuanced examination of the link between personal achievement motivation and students’ academic performance and its mediating role in single-parent students’ academic performance relation is justified.
The mechanisms that underlie the influence of family structures on specific outcomes have remained unclear and lack new insight (Kroese, Bernasco, Liefbroer & Rouwendal, 2021). Prior studies that assessed the relation between single-family structure and students’ academic performance have been limited in that they typically sampled completely or predominately developed societies (Kroese et al., 2021), which is a gap that we attempted to close with this study by presenting a developing society perspective. In a limited number of studies an attempt was made to examine factors that could strengthen or weaken the relationship between single parenting and students’ academic performance. In this article we propose perceived community support based on the premise that single parents need some level of support, as it could reduce the negative consequences of residing with single parents and alleviate the effect of lower levels of parental support (Taylor, 2010).
Statement of the Problem
The falling standards of education in Nigeria today can be attributed to many factors. The government of Nigeria and other concern cooperate bodies have tried to put many strategies and policies in place to help solve these problems through a number of educational reforms. The government is still spending huge sums of resources to help in improving these educational problems and challenges that plague in our educational system. However, statistics still gives evidence that these problems are still within the Nigerian educational system which has reflected poor performances among students most especially at the basic schools level. According to Nyarko, (2021), he attributed the falling standard of education in Nigeria to of lack of parental involvement in their wards education. He further asserted that lack of parental supervision and monitoring also leads to poor academic performance among students. This situation is quite evident in the Cape Coast Metropolis where majority of children are not been supervised and monitored due to the fact that they are living under single parents. This therefore gives the researchers the impetus to conduct an empirical study to find out the effect of single parenting on students’ academic performance in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study is to investigate how single parenting affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state
Specifically the purposes include;
i. To find out if single parent home influence secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
ii.  To find out if intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parent affects academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
iii. To find out if occupational status of single parenthood affects secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
Research Questions
RQ1:	 To what extent do you agree that single parent home influence secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
RQ2:	To what extent does intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parent affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?
RQ3: 	To what extent do you agree that occupational status of single parenthood affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?


Research Hypotheses
H01:	There is no significant influence between the scores of male and female respondents on the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
H02:	There is no significant effect between the scores of male and female responses and the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
Significance of the Study
This study aims to benefit the following:
Students: They are the subject of this study and will also be the major beneficiary of the study because the information could be used to potentially trace parental reasons behind certain behaviours towards academics.
Single Parents: The parenting styles might help these parents achieve the goal of having the closest way to “perfect parenting.” These could also be a way for parents to further understand their children.
Psychologist/Psychiatrists/Therapist: In cases in which they are faced to help parents/children in their development as a family, this study could be used as a reference to help them choose the style they could prescribe to the family.
Future Researchers: If there will be future researchers who are interested in studying about single parents, parenting styles or children’s behaviour towards the parenting styles, this study is a potential reference for their own study.

Scope of the Study
The study investigates the effects single parenting on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state,
Operational Definition of Terms
Definitions of key terms as used in the study are highlighted as follows:
Academic Performance- The standing of a student in his/her studies. This could be traced through grades.
Authoritarian Parenting-A parenting style wherein the child has high demands to be met.
Authoritative Parenting-A parenting style in which a child has demands to meet, although not as high as that of an authoritarian, but not as low of a permissive.
Behaviour-The actions, mind-set, or perceptions of a student towards a certain thing, in this case, studies and parenting.
Broken Family-A broader term for families which lack one or more members compared to that of a nuclear family
Living Condition-The status of a child at home (socioeconomic status, emotional stability, etc.).
Nuclear family- The traditional setup of a family involving a mother, a father, and the child/children.
Parenting Style-A parent’s strategy used to develop or care for a child.
Permissive Parenting Style- A parenting style with more freedom for the child met with little demands.
Single Parents- A person who cares for his/her biological child alone.
Uninvolved Parenting Style-A parenting style wherein there is nothing given to the child, nor is there anything expected from them







CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
This chapter reviewed related literature according to the following sub-headings:
· Theoretical Framework
· Concept of Single Parenting
· Causes of Single Parenting 
· Single parenting and Academic Performances of Students
· Single Parenting and Students Academic Performance
· The Mediating Role of Personal Achievement Motivation on Single Parenting and Academic performance
· The Moderating Role of Perceived Community Support in Single Parenthood and Academic Performance
· Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed



Theoretical framework
The Self-determination Theory was used to underpin this study. The theory connects attitude, drive, and optimal functioning as major assumptions. Its assumption presupposes that motivation is inherent (intrinsic) or propelled by external events (extrinsic) and is potent in moulding individuals and their behaviour (Ryan & Deci, 2019). Intrinsic motivation includes basic ethics, interests, and individual standards that propel us to act in a pre-defined way. Intrinsic motivation arises from an innate quest for one’s own self-achievement (Ryan & Deci, 2019). It happens when an individual connects with something of interest to them and supports it since it is in line with their sense of worth and identity (Ryan & Deci, 2019).
Extrinsic motivation arises from outward controls or guidelines, rising from the need to meet expectations or fear of punishment. Extrinsic motivation can be in the form of ranking style, appraisals, prizes, compliments, and the esteem and approval of others. The external can regulate behaviour by making an individual conform to the rules of others for fear, accept them even when they disagree with them, show understanding to them and integrate them into one’s values known as integrated regulation (Ten Cate, Kusurkar & Williams, 2021). The theory supports the need for separating intrinsic from extrinsic motivation while upholding the intrinsic as a better form of motivation, even though one can also be self-determined and extrinsically motivated (Ryan & Deci, 2019).
In relating this theory to our study we propose that promoting behaviour that supports students’ higher academic performance starts with first identifying the relevance of higher academic performance (change in behaviour), which allows for building competence and self-efficacy to handle their academics on their own and feel a connection with their single parent and the community. So, when such students fail, they do not blame others for their failure; instead, they set the course in motion for adjustments where needed to achieve a much desired outcome and they put in all the work needed to have the desired results.


Concept of Single Parenting
Literarily, parenting denotes the socialisation process of children by their parents, in other words, the rearing/training which parents’ give to their children. It could be duo parenting where both parents take the responsibility to bring up their children as a couple or single parenting where just one of the parents brings up the children. It could be single male or female parenting depending on the type of family. Single parenting is a product of marital separation or death with a deleterious effect on the child exemplified by fluctuation in parental attention and a weakening social bond. Wagnat, (2012) points out four major areas effecting children from single parent homes: Stability/structure, acceptance, adult attention and parental involvement. To her these are extreme areas of concern that are lacking in the lives of children with single parents.	
Yongm and Yuanzhang, (2018) makes it clear that in some cases children who experience parental separation do not always perform well or achieve academically. Schultz, (2006) noted that if adolescents from unstable (single parent homes) homes are to be compared with those from stable homes, it would be seen that the former have more social, academic and emotional problems. Johnson, (2015) asserts that children of separated families often fail in school and are at risk emotionally. Otite and Ogionwo, (2019) argued that children from single parenthood rarely do well in school because of lack of appropriate care, love and attention. However, this may not be completely applicable in all instances of broken homes. Some children irrespective of their home background or structure may work hard and become successful in life.
Family income has become education controlling factor globally. Kadushinn, (2017) argued that low income limits both educational attainment and academic performance of children. This is more visible in single parent homes where just one of the parents is in charge of providing the economic, social and emotional needs of children. The stress of having to find the basic necessity of life such as food, shelter and clothing for the family by a single parent consequently places them at risk of becoming detached from their children, and compromises their ability to succeed in their academics. Jensen, (2013) found out that, some children from low income homes have difficulties to understanding and even learn as fast as others. Their vocabulary can be less and not much as the other children from high income background as well as their ways of learning and understanding because their parents may not have time to help them at home. This is common in homes with single parents who do the activities of both parents and may not have time to follow up their children academically. This is even worse when the single parent is financially poor, he/she will have to work all day and would have little or no time to help the children with school work. These may affect their grades because no one helps them or even sometimes, care about their success in schools. Good financial support for education is an essential stimulus in motivating children to perform better.
Kashen, (2013) stated that, students whose parents are well educated get higher in school work activities. Dale and Griffith, (2015) found that a parent’s education contributes to a child’s performance and ultimately, where the single parentis educated the impact is felt on the children though not as much as if both parents were present and at the same time educated. A similar conclusion was reached by Douglas, (2018) who emphasized the importance of a mother’s education because her contact with the child is much greater than that of the father and so the impact is very much felt. According to Obe, (2017) educated parents may not only motivate the children to learn, but also provides some incentives to reinforce the desire to learn. For example, higher levels of education may enhance parents’ facility at becoming involved in their children’s education, and also enable parents to acquire and model social skills and problem-solving strategies conducive to children’s school success. This may not be the case with single parents who may not have enough time to guide and directly get involved in the education of their children due to lack of time. Students whose parents or parent have higher levels of education and are involved in the education of their children will enhanced the learning ability of their children.
Causes of Single Parenting 
· Single parenthood arises because of Divorce. According to Advanced Learners’ Dictionary, (2016), divorce is the legal ending of a marriage between a man and a woman. The trend of increasing divorce rates has virtually continued for more than 100 years (Bumpass, 2010). Although not all single parenthood is due to divorce, marital dissolution is the largest contributor to the number of children living with one parent. Different social circumstances, personal attributes and even genetic aspects may contribute to the risk of divorce. There is agreement across diverse studies that marital instability is associated with premarital cohabitation and pregnancy, early marriages, economic hardship, high levels of residential mobility and growing up in a disrupted or divorced family (Wadsworth, 1979; McLanahom and Bumpass, 1988; McGue and Lykken, 2012; Amato, 2014; Tulisalo, 2019).
· Death of a spouse automatically causes single parenting. Losing a partner is very stressful for the parent. The psychological well-being of single parents in most cases is very poor especially when harsh cultural practices such as seizure of properties of the deceased and social exclusion of the widow or widower as the case may be are involved. This has forced many children out-of-school or resulted to poor academic performance in the latter years. Teenage Pregnancy has become a reliable way of single parenting in most societies nowadays. This has made many girls single thereby leaving them with the option to look for ways to support their children. This has made them vulnerable to indulge into risky activities such as prostitution and trafficking.
· Artificial insemination was identified as another cause of single parenthood especially in relation to the women. It was a technique developed for livestock which has been adapted for use in humans. This is the process by which sperm is placed into the reproductive organ of a female for the purpose of impregnating the female without sexual intercourse. Among the humans, artificial insemination was originally developed as a means of helping couples to conceive where there were male factor problems of a physical or psychological nature affecting the male partner which prevented or impeded conception. This has caused more harm than good for women in the later years when the children start schooling as just the mother will embrace the process of upbringing (Wikipedia 2010).
Single Parenting and Students Academic Performance
Presently there is a fast and radical surge in the number of single-parent families in the world, even in Nigeria, where it was initially considered foreign to our culture. The new reality is the existence of single-mother homes and single-father homes. Single-parent families are gradually gaining acceptance in developing societies, unlike in the past when the phenomenon was an anomaly and believed to be a sign of the collapse and failure of the family unit. This has led to the stigmatisation of single parents and is attributed to students’ poor academic performance. Meanwhile, academic performance is usually linked to calculated test results corresponding to the student’s degree of intelligence, excluding other subjective features.
A number of arguments exist on the roles of educational establishments in ensuring academic performance. While some believe that schools should concentrate on students’ academic preparation (Ogboro & Nwadiani, 2017), others believe that the efforts of the school should be combined with those of other social establishments like the family and the community (Boyes-Watson, 2005). Ojo (2019) argues that single parenting has a negative effect on children’s performance and that it can lead to children being denied their right to education and increase criminality.
Based on the Self-determination Theory, we argue that single parenting as a family structure does not affect student’s academic performance, as the attention given to the academic performance of a child is not a function of the family structure. When parents can properly communicate affection and discipline and pay attention to their children, it helps in building self-esteem and confidence and helps positioning such a child on the way to success, but when they fail in their roles, it may likely endanger the future of such a child – irrespective of the family composition. Anyakoha (2016) found that single parents who were well-read helped their children with academic activities. Nwachukwu (2011) found that children from single-parent families performed well academically when their parents helped them. 
Conducted studies on effects of single parenting gives ample evidence that single parenting generates a lot of effects on the well-being of the students living under such conditions. Hilton and Desrochers, (2012) posits that the parent’s psychological that occurs in children after a divorce has a direct effect on their well -being. Undeniably, all parents want their children to do well at school, but not all parents are willing in putting strategies in place to facilitating the success and progress of their children (Nelson, 2019). Adolescents and young adults need educational assistants from their families, especially with their immediate parents to be able to succeed in their higher education and their life as well. Tope, (2012) pointed out that, because of the impact that single parenting has on the development of children’s personality traits, as well as social and academic achievements, it is necessary and worthwhile that it should be given the needed attention.
Similarly, Jacobs and Harvey, (2015) indicated in their study that single parenting serves as one of the major contributors to student’s academic attainment in schools. They further established that most children under the guidance of single parents are seriously affected in the pursuit of their educational career as they grow. According to them, these effects comes most of the time from the single mother or father who does not have adequate resources to support their children’s educational enterprise. Clark and Hamplova, (2013) found out that most children under the supervision of single parenting lose concentration of their academics. The above ample evidence in literature insinuates that single parenting is correlated with children’s school achievement. Inconsistency and poor parenting given to children are correlated with lower grades in children performance.
Tope, (2012) again, reported that recognising the impacts of education in the world today, it is very imperative that parents are encouraged and motivated to make positive efforts to ensure an active involvement and participation in the education of their wards so as to provide their children with the capacity to receive all the necessary assistants in their education. Tope further indicated that although students are primarily the ones for whom curricula are designed, textbooks are written, and schools are built for. However, parents are chiefly the ones who are held responsible for preparing their children for learning, preparing them physically, psychologically, behaviourally, attitudinally, emotionally, and motivationally. From the assertions of Tope it therefore means that without the appropriate parenting children are more likely to perform poorly in school especially at their formative years of age.
Many studies have documented the challenges faced by children living under single parents and its d sized effects on their performance. Even though, some of these studies have been unconvincing, a majority of them reviewed show that children from single-parent homes score lower on tests items in their class, poor thinking abilities and eventually complete fewer years of school as compared to children from two-parent homes (Glasgow, Dornbusch, Troyer, Steinberg, & Ritter, 2014).
In a study conducted by Kim, (2014), it was pointed out that parental involvement in the school environment appears greater because most parents engaged themselves in some school activities such as Parent-Teacher Associations (PTA). Some also spends enough time to discuss the potentials of their children, others parents discuss school work and make sure that their children do their exercises, homework, projects. The results further showed that responsible couples are more likely to involve in their children’s education than single parent.
In another research conducted by Clarke-Stewart, Vandell, McCartney, Owen and Booth, (2020), the findings revealed that parental involvement is positively associated with students’ academic performance in school but student’s will turn to perform poorly when their parents are not much involved in their education. In a related way, Donkor, (2010) in his study indicated that lack of proper supervision and monitoring of their wards progress in schools leads to poor performance of their children. He further expanded that parents who actively engage themselves in the academic activities of their children, are most likely to have a positive influence on their academic performance.
According to Berk, (2020), the differences in academic performance of children will exist when children living under single parents are provided with the need academic as compare to children who enjoy all the academic benefits. Berk further explained that in two parent’s homes, both the parents have a significant role to play in child’s education lifetime. The role of the father is to give the necessary learning aids for the child educational advancement, whilst the mother is to serve as a supplement to the father's efforts in order to give the best to the child. Kelly and Emery, (2013) in their study examined the effects of family structure and parenthood on the academic performance of students. They pointed out that students from single sometimes perform poorly due to the fact that they do not get external support from the parents.


The Mediating Role of Personal Achievement Motivation on Single Parenting and academic Performance
[bookmark: page3]Individuals can be self-motivated and driven to perform academically, even when they are from single-parent families (Leung & Shek, 2018). Students are affected by their desire to succeed and it pushes them to succeed at whatever challenge they take on. The desire to achieve supersedes other limiting elements that may botch their ambition. Atkinson (1999) revealed that students put effort into activities in which they do not desire to sustain a high-class rank, which shows a student’s attitude towards success. Hence, students who are naturally inclined towards academic success exert more effort – irrespective of the requirements (Accordino, Accordino & Slaney, 2020). Therefore, if we embrace the idea of innate motivation, that means that we all have a commanding prospect for self-actualisation, irrespective of family background. Self-motivated students engage in academic undertakings for their own sake and contend with the fact that the knowledge gathered will be useful in the future.
Students with personal achievement motivation are ambitious and driven with tendencies to set objectives (Singh, 2018). Ambition makes students pursue academic success (Rayner & Papakonstantinou, 2018). Meanwhile, students who set goals are more inclined to take up tasks and they possess a sense of purpose. Personal ambition is essential, as it has the capability of affecting choices and academic accomplishment (Goodman & Gregg, 2020). Students with increased academic ambition possess higher motivation and academic accomplishment, irrespective of their family background (Desforges & Abouchaar, 2013). Based on the Self-determination Theory, ambition can be the determinant and resultant factor of academic accomplishment that accounts for the link between family structure and students’ academic performance.
Since children from single-parent homes are not likely to always get the required attention from their parents (Carlson & Corcoran, 2021), it is most likely that they will develop some level of independence that will allow them to make some personal academic decisions, and over time, this will build confidence and resilience in them to take on greater challenges that would be beneficial to them. When this happens, the child makes choices and exerts efforts in academic activities, with achievement as their primary focus and motivation. Parents are observational models that guide behavioural change; a child from a single-parent home is most likely to develop some level of personal belief to undertake tasks independently, and this could lead to stimulating desires to succeed at an early stage, which will be helpful to shape the child/children towards personal achievement motivation and success in their academic pursuit. 
The Moderating Role of Perceived Community Support in Single Parenthood and Academic Performance
Perceived community support is the collective structure of care that surrounds the family, ranging from extended family, friends, neighbours, social institutions offering services and care, comprising official and social service providers and community-based organisations. Eccles and Wang (2012) posit that when an individual is being supported, directed, and counselled, it makes such an individual feel self-assured and determined to achieve while enjoying the process towards success. The community plays a major role in stimulating academic success, as communities provide a nurturing environment for students, fostering a sense of belonging and emotional well-being (Tondeur, Kershaw, Vanderlinde & Van Braak, 2013). When students feel supported by their community, they are more likely to be emotionally resilient, motivated, and engaged in their academic pursuits. Also, communities often contribute resources and funding to schools, which can enhance the overall quality of education. This support may include books, learning aids, technology, funded scholarships, and infrastructure improvements. These resources can positively affect students’ learning experiences and academic achievement.
Furthermore, there is a general belief that many single parents may not be financially stable to provide the best form of education for their children, which may affect their children’s performance (Carlson & Corcoran, 2021; Kalil & Ryan, 2010; Martin-West, 2019). Studies have shown that single parents often rely on help from social ties although literature acknowledges and describes this kind of support as social support (Martin-West, 2019; Sota & Agi, 2020). However, scholars have stated that it is reciprocal and can be used up, meaning that it may not be available forever (Desmond, 2012). We align with the scholarly position of Herrero and Gracia (2017) on perceived community support, which has a broader perspective on social support than just close and intimate relationships.
Peer groups are part of the community where students receive help. By becoming a member of a group they can share ideas, counsels, and views about decisions to be taken as well as strategies to be used. Friedlander, Reid, Shupak and Cribbie (2017) assert that peer support fosters motivation and active engagement in academic endeavours. Also, academic institutions establish structures that facilitate and enhance learning activities within the institution, thereby directly influencing the academic performance of their students (Furrer & Skinner, 2013). There are religious bodies and community agencies within the community that help parents and single-parent families cope with stress and give financial assistance to help them carry out their responsibilities (Redmond, Spoth & Trudeau, 2022).
Community support is not just a useful system of handling pressure; it also helps in accomplishing academic fulfilment, as perceived community support enhances drive and subsequent commitment to learning activities. Ballen and Moles (2023) revealed that the participation of parents and the community in the academic system enriches the value of students’ academic experiences and accomplishments, especially at the primary and secondary levels. When community participation in the educational system is well defined and utilised, it will yield valuable results for the academic system in that community and overall student performance. 
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Parenting is far more complex than what we make it out to be. In a few words, it is caring for a child. In a more specific manner, it is the ability to mould a child, whether biological or not, into what society dictates you to mould the child into, using the resources at your expense. The risk of creating a child that turns into a deviant from societal norms would ultimately mean the failure of parenting. Unfortunately, there is no “one size fits all” parenting style. Every child is different and every parent is different and the situations they live in are different. This is why there are four different parenting styles and although authoritative is promoted by many as the best parenting style, there may be certain situations where one must adjust to a different parenting style.
Last year, Cruz et al. conducted a study on the parenting styles of single parents in Los Banos, Laguna. They interviewed four single mothers of different backgrounds and compared their situations, and the way they parented to come up with four results: First, out of the four interviewed, three of them showed mostly authoritative parenting, and only one had a mostly authoritarian parenting style. Second, the community they live in does not play a big role in whatever parenting style the parents decide to use. Third is that it is not always the child that adjusts to the parenting style of the parent, but the parent’s parenting style also adjusts to the child. This could arise through negotiations or sudden changes. Lastly, the ways that the parents have coped with their situation as they transitioned into single parenting includes ignoring the problem, taking care of one’s self, and having a strong support system.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter consists of the techniques and procedure used in carrying out this study. These are discussed under the following subheadings; 
· Research Design, 
· Research Population, 
· Sample and Sampling Technique, 
· Research Instrument, 
· Validity of Instrument, 
· Reliability of Instrument  
· Data Analysis Technique. 
Research Design 
This study adopted a survey method of research, that is aimed at collecting data for the purpose of interesting and knowing the effects of single-parenthood on the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies.

Population
The population of this study was drawn from secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. The students used were all the students of Junior Secondary School I and Junior Secondary School II.
Sample and Sampling Procedures
Simple random sampling technique was used to selected two (2) public junior secondary schools in Area Council; and a total of the hundred and forty (140) respondents were randomly selected from the two school.
Instrumentation
A questionnaire was employed as an instrument in this study. It included two major parts: the first was about the demographic data of the research participants; their age, gender and school location; the second part includes all the independent variables. The dependent variables were the mean scores of the entire independent variables each.
Validity of the Instrument
Face and content validities were done by experts in the field of social studies and test and measurement. Face and content validities of the questionnaire were done, items that were not valid were dropped.
Reliability of the Instrument
The questionnaire was trail-tested to groups of students from other local government. The exercise was done at two occasions, with an interval of two weeks for test-re-test method of reliability. The scores obtained at the two occasions from those groups were correlated using Pearson Moment Correlation Coefficient, and value of 0.70 was obtained.
Procedure for Data Collection
The questionnaires were self-administered. Items in the questionnaire were thoroughly explained to the students before they were made to provide responses to the items. This ensured clarity and accuracy of the responses. The questionnaire was administered and collected the same day. This was to ensure 100% return rate. 

Data Analysis Technique
Data was analyzed through using the statistical package of social sciences version 22 (SPSS- 22 and descriptive statistics by calculating the mean and the standard deviation for scales based on the sub-variables of single parenting. The mean score for each item was interpreted by calculating the boundaries of each response in the 5-point modified Likert scale by dividing the serial width (4) by the number of responses (5) and were found to be 0.8. The value 2.4 is the decision rule. A mean score value of above 2.4 indicates the presence of the issue under consideration from very great extent, great extent, very low extent and low extent; below 2.4 indicates the presence from a non-applicable to a great extent, while 2.4 is the midpoint of very low extent. The null hypotheses were tested with paired t-test at 0.05 alpha levels.




CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
	This chapter presents the result as obtained from the survey. The first part is the analysis of data generated from the respondents and the discussion of the result forms.
Presentation of Results
Table 1: Distribution of respondent by Gender.
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	63
	45%

	Female
	77
	55%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	Above 45% is discovered as representation of male respondent of the total sample while female have 55% which implies that female respondent constituted the majority.



Table 2: Distribution of respondent by Age.
	Age
	Frequency
	Percentage

	20-30
	23
	16.4%

	31-40
	52
	37.2%

	41-50
	34
	24.3

	51-60
	31
	22.1

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	Above 16.4% of the respondents falls between the age group of 20-30 years, 37.2% of the respondent falls between the age bracket of 31-40years, 24.3% falls between the age of 41-50, 22.1% of the respondents falls between the age group of 51-60 as which implies that majority of the respondent are youth.
Table 3: Distribution of respondent by Marital Status
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Single
	43
	30.7%

	Married
	87
	62.1%

	Widowed
	03
	02.1%

	Divorced
	07
	5.0%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	From the above analysis it can be seen that majority of the respondents are married accounting for 62.1% while only 2.1% of the respondents are widowed.
Table 5: Distribution of respondent by Religion
	Religion
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Islam
	95
	67.9%

	Christian
	45
	32.1%

	Traditional Religion
	0
	0%

	Atheist
	0
	0%

	Others
	0
	0%

	Total
	140
	100%


Source: Field survey, 2024
	In table 4.5 Highest representation of 67.9% were Muslims while 32.1% were Christian with no other religion devotes.
Research Question 1: To what extent do you agree that single parent home influence secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
Table 6: Mean score and standard deviation of single parenting on students academic performance in social studies
	S/N
	Item statements
	n
	x
	SD
	Dec

	1
	Single   parenting   affects   children’s   academic achievement
	1.40
	3.33
	.82
	VGE

	2
	Single parents do not have enough time to show commitment to their children’s school process activities.
	1.40
	3.40
	.80
	VGE

	3
	Single parents do not show strong passion towards their children’s school process activities their children’s school process activities
	1.40
	2.99
	1.07
	GE

	4
	Single parents do not show a strong goodwill towards their children’s school process activities
	1.40
	3.41
	.86
	VGE

	
	Overall mean
	
	3.28
	89
	VGE


Source: Field survey, 2024
The result in table 3 revealed that the mean score and standard deviation for influence of single parenting on academic performance ranged from 2.99-3.41 and .80-1.07 respectively. The overall mean average was 3.28. Close observation of the result showed that the respondents greatly agreed that single parenting influence academic performance of secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
Research Question 2: To what extent does intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parent affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?
Table 7: Mean score and standard deviation of intellectual stimulation at school process activities on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies.
	S/N
	Item statements
	n
	x
	SD
	Dec

	5
	Home  structure  affects  intellectual  stimulation  at school activities of children and academic performance of student in the secondary school
	1.40
	2.46
	1.22
	VGE

	6
	Single  parent  homes  present  real  danger  to  the emotional,  and mental adjustment of the secondary school students and their academic performance
	1.40
	2.96
	1.18
	VGE

	7
	Single parent home endanger the students intellectual stimulation at school process activities
	1.40
	3.17
	.92
	GE

	8
	Students from single parent homes perform poorly in their academic achievement due to lack of having good relationship with other students in school
	1.40
	3.26
	1.03
	VGE

	9
	Single parenthood lack time and therefore do not attend to their children’s homework or assignment.
	140
	3.31
	1.03
	VGE

	
	Overall mean average
	
	3.03
	1.10
	GE


Source: Field survey, 2024
Table above showed the mean score and standard deviation of the influence of intellectual stimulation at school process activities and academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin-West L.G.A which ranged from 2.46-3.31 and 0.92-1.22 respectively. The overall mean average was 3.03. The result implied that the respondents agreed that intellectual stimulation at school process activities influence the students academic performance in social studies in Ilorin-West L.G.A of Kwara State.
Research Question 3:	To what extent do you agree that occupational status of single parenthood affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?
	S/N
	Item statements
	n
	X
	SD
	Dec

	10
	Single parents lack the financial strength in providing for their children’s academic activities
	1.40
	2.46
	1.22
	GE

	11
	Incomes of parents have a strong impact on what methods of child rearing parents provide to their children.
	1.40
	3.17
	1.92
	GE

	12
	Working class children of single parents often grow up at a disadvantage with their schooling
	1.40
	3.17
	1.92
	GE

	13
	Lower working class single parents do not give their children the kind of social networking that intact families do.
	1.40
	3.26
	1.15
	VGE

	14
	Single parent homes lack money required to give their children proper attention for their academic activities.
	140
	3.31
	1.03
	VGE

	
	Overall mean average
	
	3.03
	1.10
	GE


Source: Field survey, 2024
Table 5 showed that the mean score and the standard deviation of the influence of income status on academic performance of pupils ranged from 2.46-3.31 and .92-1.22 respectively. The overall mean average was 3.03. The result implied that the respondents agreed that the income status of single parents influenced their students academic performance in social studies in Ilorin-West L.G.A.
Hypotheses Testing
H01:	There is no significant influence between the scores of male and female respondents on the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
Table 9: Paired t-test analysis of differences on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
	Variables
	x
	SD
	T-value
	Df
	Sig.

	Single parenting
	13.13
	2.25
	31.50
	139
	.000

	Academic performance
	30.25
	6.75
	
	
	


Source: Field survey, 2024
	Table 4 indicated that the paired t-test (134) = 31.50 P = .000. The P-value was less than the alpha level of 0.05. Therefore, the null hypothesis that stated that there is no significant difference between the mean scores of male and female respondents on the academic performance of primary school pupils was rejected. This implies that single parenthood has effect on the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
Hypothesis 2: There is no significant effect between the scores of male and female responses and the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
Table 10: Paired t-test analysis of effects of intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parents on the academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state.
 (n=140).
	Variables
	X
	SD
	T-value
	Df
	Sig.

	Single parenting
	15.17
	3.19
	27.79
	139
	.000

	Academic performance
	30.25
	6.75
	
	
	


Source: Field survey, 2024
Table 7 indicated that the paired t-test (139) = 27.79, P = .000. The P-value was less than the alpha level of significance at 0.05. The null hypothesis that postulated that there is significant effect on the intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parenthood on academic performance of the secondary school students in Ilorin-West LGA has effect.
Discussion
In general, the respondents reported low extent on the effects of single parenting on the academic performance of secondary school students. This means that children from single parenting face emotional destabilization, negative social disposition, laxity in assisting and guidance and financial difficulty in providing for academic activities for their children. Single parent homes are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources. This is supported by Schultz, (2016) who asserted that if adolescents from unstable homes are not to be compared with those from two parent homes, it would be seen that the former have more social, academic and emotional problems. In such manner, Rochlkepartain as cited in Adebola, (2013) supporting asserted that the family and its structure play a great role in children’s academic performance. Levin, (2011) agreed that parents are probably the actor with the clearest undimensional interest in a high level of their children’s academic performance.
Chowa, Ansong and Osei-Akoto, (2012) claimed that parental involvement in the school environment appears high because 37% reported attended parent teachers activity meetings, discuss expectations with their children, discuss school work and make sure their children do their work. This result showed that single parent bears the financial burden alone of taking care of their children thus leading to less academic productive among the children. The result is an indication that intact homes are more likely to involve in their children’s education than single parents. Also Topor, Keane, Sheiton and Calkins, (2010) claimed that parental involvement is positively associated with students’ academic performance at school. In a related way, Dontor, (2010) indicates that parents noted that poor performance of their children emanates from the lack of proper supervision of their wards homework and assignments.












CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction
This is the concluding chapter of this research study. The chapter is presented under the following sub-headings:
• Summary
• Conclusion,
• Recommendations;
• Limitations of the Study; and
• Suggestions for Further Research.
Summary
this study investigated the effects of single parenting on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state; to achieve the objective of the study, the following four (3) research questions were raised:
· To what extent do you agree that single parent home influence secondary school students academic performance in social studies.
· To what extent does intellectual stimulation at school process activities of single parent affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?
· To what extent do you agree that occupational status of single parenthood affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state?
Survey research design was employed for the study. Two (2) public junior secondary schools were randomly selected in Area Council; and a total of the hundred and forty (140) respondents were randomly selected. A search instrument titled: effects of single parenting on academic performance questionnaire (ESPAPQ) designed by the researcher was used for data collection. Data obtained were analyzed with descriptive statistics which include the means and standard deviation percentage. The study revealed that low extent on the effects of single parenting on the academic performance of secondary school students. This means that children from single parenting face emotional destabilization, negative social disposition, laxity in assisting and guidance and financial difficulty in providing for academic activities for their children. Single parent homes are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources
Conclusion
Considering the findings of the study, it can be concluded that the effects of single parenting on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara state is quite severe and eventually leads to their poor academic performance. The study produced real evidence which can be concluded that students living under single parents feel depressed and are emotionally not sound and this makes them feel uncomfortable in their learning. It can also be drawn from the study that academic performance and single parenting are negatively related; hence the more the cases of parents being unconcerned about their children’s education, the poorer the academic performance of their children in school.
Life in a single parent home can be stressful and challenging for both the parent and the child. The home is challenged with inadequate financial resources. It is clear from the study that most of the pupils from single parent homes experience low parental involvement in their academic activities. Evidence also suggest that single parenting has a negative effect on the academic performance 
Implications of the Study
The findings of the study has academic, parenting and educational impact as it would help in educational policy making. This will help them to come out with polices that will make parents aware about the impact of their parenting on their children’s performance. The study would again help educators such as teachers, care givers and school administrators to educate parents on the need of their involvements in the children’s education. This will help to gather the right support from parents towards their children’s education in order to improve the educational knacks of students and advance the standard of education in the country. 
The study has also generated data for teachers, social workers, counsellors, psychologists and parents who are concerned with the care and welfare of children and this will them to come out with policies that will assist children living under single parents to excel in their education.
Recommendations
Based on the results of the study, the following recommendations were made:
i. Firstly, teachers of these students should transcend beyond teaching and imparting knowledge but also by going a step to offering counselling, encouragement and sharing personal experiences that will go a long way to motivate them to excel in their education. 
ii. Secondly, all the concerned bodies within the school community such as Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs), Parent-Teacher Associations (PTA), Counsellors, Psychologist, Commission for Human Right and Justice (CHRAJ) must help in educating parents about the effects of single parenting on their wards academic performance through workshops, seminars and the mass media. This will help them to be responsible towards their children’s education and also provide the needed support necessary for their wards to achieve academic success.
iii. Single parents should be enlightened on the need to stay together as husband and wife to raise a good family. Parents should persevere and tolerate each other in marriage for the sake of the children raised.
iv. There is need for counselling services that will encourage individual counselling processes in our schools starting early from the primary schools to the tertiary level to enable these young ones receive and develop positive self-concept that will assist their academic growth in schools.
v. There is great need for effective guidance and counseling units for awareness in the schools to tackle this and other similar problems in the schools.
vi. The Ministry of Family and social welfare should organize seminars to teach couples the importance and the requirements of the family to the education of their children. Parents should be advised to stay together and provide all necessary school needs for their children and get more involved in their school activities.
vii. The Ministry of Secondary Education and Vocational Training in collaboration with Universities and Religious organizations should work together and develop training programs on love, marriage and care for parents in order to educate the society on the importance of love and family care for healthy families, communities and society in general.
viii. Parents should consider the future of their children as the first priority, stay together and providing psycho-social and economic support to enhance the academic performance of their children.
Limitations of the Study
It is true that success cannot be achieved without challenges. This study was confronted with numerous challenges which in turn strengthened the researcher’s determination to carry on with the research. Major among these challenges is finance and stress of obtaining information from the sampled schools. However, despite these challenges, the researcher was able to achieve the objective of the research study within the timeframe.
Suggestions for Further Research
The following topics were suggested for further study, based on the researcher’s experience from the field:
i.  Effect of single parenting on the academic performance of primary school pupils.
ii. Effect of broken home on the academic performance of senior secondary school students.
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APPENDIX
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY
In affiliation with Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Dear Respondents,
	This questionnaire is seeking your view on “the effects of single parenting on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state”. Your contribution will be treated with utmost confidentiality and will be used solely for the purpose of this study.
Thank you for your cooperation.
										Yours faithfully,
										
Instructions: Indicate your choice by ticking (   ) and explain where necessary.
Section A
1. Gender: 	a. Male	(  )	b. Female		(  )
2. Age: 		a. 20–30	(  )	b. 31–40	(  ),	c. 41–50	(  ), 	d. 51–60 (  )
3. Marital status: 	a. Married (  )		b. Single ( )		c. Widowed		d. Divorced
4. Academic qualification	a. FSLC	 (  ), 		b. SSCE	(  )	c. NCE/ND	(  )	d. Degree (  )		e. Master (  )
5. Religion:	a. Islam (  ), 	b. Christianity		C. Traditional ( )	d. Atheist ( ) 	e. other specify________________________

Section B:
	S/N
	Single parenting on students academic performance in social studies

	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Single   parenting   affects   children’s   academic achievement
	
	
	
	

	2
	Single parents do not have enough time to show commitment to their children’s school process activities.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Single parents do not show strong passion towards their children’s school process activities their children’s school process activities
	
	
	
	

	4
	Single parents do not show a strong goodwill towards their children’s school process activities
	
	
	
	

	
	intellectual stimulation at school process activities on academic performance of secondary school students in social studies
	
	
	
	

	5
	Home  structure  affects  intellectual  stimulation  at school activities of children and academic performance of student in the secondary school
	
	
	
	

	6
	Single  parent  homes  present  real  danger  to  the emotional,  and mental adjustment of the secondary school students and their academic performance
	
	
	
	

	7
	Single parent home endanger the students intellectual stimulation at school process activities
	
	
	
	

	8
	Students from single parent homes perform poorly in their academic achievement due to lack of having good relationship with other students in school
	
	
	
	

	9
	Single parenthood lack time and therefore do not attend to their children’s homework or assignment.
	
	
	
	

	
	Extent do you agree that occupational status of single parenthood affects academic performance of secondary school students in social studies
	
	
	
	

	10
	Single parents lack the financial strength in providing for their children’s academic activities
	
	
	
	

	11
	Incomes of parents have a strong impact on what methods of child rearing parents provide to their children.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Working class children of single parents often grow up at a disadvantage with their schooling
	
	
	
	

	13
	Lower working class single parents do not give their children the kind of social networking that intact families do.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Single parent homes lack money required to give their children proper attention for their academic activities.
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