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ABSTRACT

The study investigates the misuse of prepositions among junior secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A. It employs a descriptive survey research design to gather data from a sample of 100 students across five randomly selected schools. The research instrument used was a questionnaire validated by experts and tested for reliability through a pilot study, yielding a reliability coefficient of 0.75. Data were analyzed using percentages and t-test statistics to compare responses. Findings indicate that students face challenges with prepositions due to idiomatic usage, ambiguity, and the absence of clear grammatical rules. These challenges significantly affect their language proficiency. The research highlights that prepositions are perceived by students as complex due to their multiple meanings and idiomatic usage. A lack of explicit rules governing their application adds to the confusion, leading to frequent misuse. The analysis revealed that these issues hinder students' overall language development, impacting their ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. The study emphasizes the need for more focused instruction on prepositions in the curriculum, supported by clear, rule-based teaching methods. This could potentially enhance students' understanding and usage of prepositions, improving their proficiency in English language overall.
2

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
 Prepositions are the sublet and a set of small words that are of a closed class in English language. They express a relation between two entities, one being that represented by the prepositional complement, the other by another part of the sentence. The prepositional complement is characteristically a noun phrase. Prepositions readily incorporate new words but are notoriously ambiguous in their usage within sentences. They are difficult to learn as most of them have different functions and they do not have many rules to help in choosing the right prepositions in a particular context. They combine with other parts of speech to express new meanings, and they participate in idiomatic expressions. One preposition comes with the verb form, another with the adjective and still another with the noun form of the root word. In other languages, the prepositions occur after the complement (subject-object-verb). They are called postpositions. In English language they are usually placed before a noun or a noun equivalent (subject-verb-object). They often cause problems for second language learners as there are no one-to-one correspondences between English and the other languages. Besides, many prepositions have metaphorical and abstract meanings that a language learner finds difficult to learn. The task of choosing the right preposition is made even more difficult when the preposition is used together with a noun, a verb, or an adjective. Especially since there are no general rules by which a preposition is assigned. Learning the various meanings and meaning extensions of prepositions are perhaps, the greatest challenge. When prepositions follow verbs, they become distinct whether they describe the location or direction. For example, the preposition at is used to represent a static location of an object in most cases. Many prepositions are very versatile, and a lot of research has gone into ways of identifying and organizing the polysemous meanings that a preposition can have. 
  Yule, (2006): Prepositions are words (at, in, on, near, with, without) used with nouns in phrases providing information about time (at five o’clock, in the morning), place (on the table, near the window) and other connections (with a knife, without a thought) involving actions and things. Prepositions are quite short and significant looking, but they have very important functions. Preposition is one of the language devices that build up a sentence. In English this component is called a connective word or function word, and also part of speech. Preposition expresses a relation between two entities, one being that represented by the prepositional complement. The prepositions are normally placed before noun or pronouns, but the position itself could change depend on their functions.
Prepositions are traditionally classified into three categories: prepositions of place, of direction (or motion or movement) and of time. These prepositions pose a challenge to the learners as well as teachers of English because of the uniqueness of the problem involved. The learners face difficulties in the proper usage of prepositions in sentences, and therefore, land in trouble. Besides that, each of these prepositions has various meanings and usages that make the learning process equally difficult. 
Mukundan & Norwati, (2009): Prepositions are always considered as the most crucial elements in teaching English particularly in the teaching of speaking and writing skills. A preposition expresses a relation between two entities, one being represented by the prepositional complement of the various types of relational meaning These relationships include those of time, place, direction, and various degrees of mental and emotional states. Studies have shown that the preposition is one of the most problematic categories that students encounter in learning English claims that prepositions can cause a problem for Arabic learners of English. What makes it harder for Arab learners of English to master English preposition usage is that Arabic prepositions are more limited in number than those of English. 
According to Boquist (2009:5) “one cannot really explain a preposition without using one or two more prepositions in the definition … soon both the teacher and student are caught in a spiral whirlwind of prepositions and their still vague meaning”. 
Tetreault & Chodorow, (2008): The errors which deal with prepositions are the most common mistakes done by the non-native speakers especially in their writing. This could be due to a wide range of linguistic functions that prepositions serve, hence learners may feel discouraged to learn and master this grammar topic. For example, in choosing the appropriate preposition, one has to know and understand the context as well as “the intended meaning”.
Castro, M.C.S.A (2013) defines prepositions as words that show the relationship between two words in a sentence. This relationship involves those of time position, direction and various degrees of mental and emotional state. Despite clear definitions in literature explaining why prepositions are challenging to master, students still find it difficult to learn and use prepositions correctly for various reasons. According to Chen (2022) students need instruction to develop into competent authors. They need to practice converting their understanding of grammatical ideas from spoken to written form. That point out that student’ grammatical choices can affect their writing styles.
According to Markson K. Micheal 2017: defined preposition as a difficult and complicated in usage. In most cases, it is the intuition of the user of prepositions that actually guides in the right choice of preposition.  However, the said intuition is built up by all rounds mastery of prepositions. Sometimes, the rightness or the wrong ness of the choice of preposition is not determined by principle, but one's intuition.  However, whenever your intuition fails you, you are bound to make some grammatical mistakes that can be made are:
· The omission of preposition;
These are expressions or sentences that must be used with prepositions. When prepositions are omitted from such Expressions or sentences, grammatical mistakes have been made.
· The wrong insertion of preposition;
This is also known as the redundant use of prepositions. There are expressions OR words are used with prepositions, they make the prepositions redundant. Therefore, propositions are not necessary in such expressions or with such words.
· The wrong substitution of prepositions;
These are certain prepositions that are wrongly substituted. This happens as a result of the poor knowledge of some of these prepositions by some users.
Trudgill & Hannah, (2017): prepositions are typically difficult as polysemous items with different but relative meanings and senses. According to cognitive semantics, the figurative sense of a preposition is extended from its spatial senses through conceptual metaphors and idiomatic expressions.
Laka (2013): preposition is one of the most important grammar points to master is. Its function includes describing relations between two entities. These relationships include those of direction, position, time, and various degrees of emotional and mental states. There are many rules governing the use of prepositions in English sentences. In English grammar, prepositions refer to a word showing how nouns or pronouns relate to the other words that are in the same sentence. They can be called as “widgets” because they are tiny parts that are used in relating words in a sentence. They also introduce information words that include where, when and why something takes place or general description of information.
According to, Choudhury & PGCTE (2013) he said, EFL learners experience problems with the use of correct prepositions because some of them do not exist in their first language. There are many reasons for the misuse of prepositions, one of which is the lack of practices them in curricula. Furthermore, many prepositions do not have rules governing their use, while others have different functions, which lead to problems with using them correctly.
Putri et al., (2022): Prepositions are an integral part of proper grammatical usage. One of its purposes is to characterize connections between things. Relationships in directions, locations, times, and states of mind and feeling are all included. 
Tulabut et al., 2018:  The use of prepositions in English is subject to a wide variety of regulations. Prepositions are words used in English grammar that demonstrate the relationship of a noun or pronoun to other words in the same sentence. The tiny pieces that are used to connect words in a phrase are sometimes referred to as “widgets” for this reason.  

Statement of The Problem:
English language is taught as a compulsory subject. Conversely, in spite of its being taught for so many years, the learners at junior level still have problems in their second language especially in prepositions and grammatical accuracy. The learners have to face many difficulties of how to write accurately in accordance with syntactic rules. They even cannot develop meaning between sentences. They cannot write an essay accurately with the correct use of prepositions. In writing skill, linguistic features are of great significance. In this feature, the lack of competence brings about a great detriment to their educational performance. So this study was conducted to investigate this problem. Prepositions and determiners are often processed similarly by automatic error detection and correction techniques. Prepositional errors, on the other hand, are often more semantically driven, so they may require a more nuanced approach. Determiners, on the other hand, only differ in the register of quantity and are not driven by semantics. The main factors contribute to prepositional mistakes made by junior secondary student. The type arises from word ambiguity in the target language itself. An L2 writer working in English, for instance, might make the mistake of using the place preposition “at” when “in” would have been more accurate. Second-language (L2) prepositions can cause confusion with their native (L1) counterparts.
As one of the elements in English grammar, prepositions might be confusing among the students who learn English due to the sheer number and their polysemous nature (Lorincz & Gordon, 2012). It corresponds to what has been claimed by Chodorow, Gamon, and Tetreault (2010) in their research in which they found that articles and prepositions are the most common grammatical error made by non-native speakers and maybe the most difficult elements of English for non-native speakers to master. 
Tetreault and Chodorow (2008) also found that prepositions become the most common type of usage error in writings among English as a second language .These claims also have proved that the cases occurred in many English  learners’ writings. Those claims were also verified by the other researchers. Often occur for English L2 learners, especially if their L1 does not have such a system (Barrett & Chen, 2011). Recently, there are also still many types of research which tried to provide more evidence on the prepositional misuses made by the learners in the countries which use English as a second or foreign language (Johanson, 2017; Saravanan, 2014; Sudhakaran, 2015; Viloria, Ruiz, & Sanchez, 2017).   All of them still look at how important the use of prepositions in writing is. They agree that the use of prepositions still becomes problem for non-native students who learn English.
The researchers used the same approach in investigating the cases in which they quantitatively analyzed the errors made by the students in the uses of prepositions. They calculated the occurrences of the errors from many students’ writings and surveys and then concluded that the students still need help in English prepositions mastery. To enrich the research point of view and give a deeper investigation into the previous research, the researchers tried to provide an explanation on how the preposition systems and features of the students’ L1 influence the use of prepositions in their L2, which are considered as incorrect. This kind of investigation can hopefully add different perspectives in analyzing and investigating the misuses of English prepositions.
From those misuses, Bram (2005); Chodorow, Tetreault, and Han (2007);  categorized them into three types of preposition misuses:
· Omission of preposition: The failure to use a preposition in a sentence where it is obligatory, as in *“We are fond sweet tea” (missing the preposition ‘of’ after ‘fond’).
· Insertion of preposition: The use of an extra preposition in a sentence where it is unnecessary, as in *“He went to outside” (unnecessary ‘to’).
· Selections of incorrect preposition: The use of a wrong preposition in a sentence, as in “We arrived to the station” (using ‘at’, not ‘to’ after the verb ‘arrived’)
Finally, the studies on prepositional misuses have revealed that incorrect usages of prepositions were common for student learners. The prepositions may become quite problematic for Student learners because the misuse of prepositions does not easily cause communication breakdowns (Brender, 2002). However, a degree of ambiguity for the audience may be resulted from inaccurate usages of articles and prepositions in a written context. Particularly, prepositions are difficult to master since they contain challenging and complex features in terms of their variety. 

Purpose of The Study:
The purpose of the study is to know the Misuse of preposition Among Students of Junior Secondary School In Ilorin West LGA. The study also attempted to know and identify the factors that could influence the student misusing preposition.
 Specifically, the purpose of this study is as follow; To understand the common errors that learners make and to help them improve their languages skills. By identifying patterns and analyzing the reasons behind these misuse educators can develop effective teaching strategies and resources to address these issues.  This research can contribute to the development of more comprehensive language learning materials and curriculum, ultimately enhancing students' overall proficiency in using prepositions correctly. To examine the knowledge of preposition on the misuse of preposition among students of Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin west L.G.A. Is to examine the teacher’s knowledge of preposition on the misuse of preposition among students of Ilorin West Local Government Area.
 Research Questions
·  What are the kind of preposition used among students of junior secondary schools?
·  How are prepositions used in a language among students of junior secondary schools?
· What are the causes of proposition misuse among students of junior secondary schools?



Research hypotheses
· The prepositions used by students of junior secondary schools show a significant variation based on the context of their usage, with academic contexts eliciting a different set of prepositions compared to conversational contexts.
· The use of prepositions among students of junior secondary schools reflects common patterns and structures typical of second language learners, including frequent errors in prepositional phrases.
· The misuse of prepositions among students of junior secondary schools is primarily caused by interference from their first language, lack of adequate instructional materials, and insufficient practice in context.

Significance of the Study
 The findings of this study would be beneficial to the Teachers, researchers, Ministry of Education, educational policy makers. The findings would provide useful information to the teachers on the appropriate teaching strategies to be adopted that will bring about effective learning outcomes among students. The significance of the study will be of great value to the teachers of English to give prepositions much time, more attention and considerable time for exercises. Syllabus designers are to choose best ways to improve using prepositions through enriching syllabuses with prepositions activities.
               Finally, the outcomes of this research would to be of immense benefits to students of Faculty of Education and Educational policy makers because its revealed information on teachers’ teaching Strategies and their corresponding imparts on students’ academic performance in English language.
Delimitation of the Study
 The study was delimited to make an investigation into the misuse of prepositions among students of junior secondary schools Ilorin west L.G.A. It investigated the misuse of preposition among junior secondary school students only but not of others. However, the findings of the study could not be generalized to Nigeria secondary school, students. But the study only looked at students in junior secondary schools. This doesn’t account for students in order educational levels, like primary or senior secondary school. The study was conducted in Ilorin west LGA, which is just one local government area in Nigeria, and the way students use language in Ilorin west LGA may be different from how students use language in other parts of the country. 

Definition of Terms:
MISUSE: An incorrect, improper, unauthorized, unethical or unlawful use of something, often resulting in negative consequence.
MISUSE OF PREPOSITION: refers to the incorrect or inappropriate use of prepositions in a sentence, leading to confusion, ambiguity, or grammatical error. 
JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL: is an educational stage between primary school and secondary school.
PREPOSITION: is a word that shows the relationship between a noun or pronoun and other words in a sentence.










CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
This chapter reviewed some of the past works done by different scholars and researchers which are directly related to this research work. This topic by examining the following:
· Preposition as a Concept
· Type of Preposition
· Theoretical Framework
· The Use of Preposition
· Functions of Preposition
· Prepositional Error
· Verb-Preposition Combinations
·  Forms of Prepositions 
· Appraisal of Literature Review
Conceptual Framework
Prepositions as a Concept:
  Prepositions are relatively short words that play a significant role in the overall sense of a sentence. They reveal connections between things, people, and locations. They’re also crucial for establishing the flow of the phrase. In a sentence, prepositions are used to link nouns to one another or to other elements of speech. Even though prepositions don’t always stand on their own, they’re crucial to the dialogue process. Prepositions are an important class of function words that signal various connections between their complements and the parts of speech that come before them in a phrase. Prepositions can indicate a variety of functional relations, including temporal, spatial, and directional ones. Downing provides a thorough examination of the semantic roles and syntactic properties of prepositions. 
               As Abdelghani & Ibrahim (2017) explains function words like prepositions “delineate larger phrases into which NP’s, VP’s, and AP’s fit, thereby giving scaffolding for the sentence”. Further, “Function words also capture much of what makes one language grammatically distinct from another,” he says. There is a lack of research into how non-native speakers learn English prepositions in comparison to other areas of language study, such as phonology and syntax. Several studies have examined the problems Arab students of English have grasping prepositions. The misuse of prepositions is a common issue in language, and there are many studies and articles that discuss this topic. It's important to use prepositions correctly to ensure clear and effective communication. 
             One article is titled "Common Errors in Preposition Usage: A Corpus-Based Study" by Smith et al. It analyzes the most frequent errors made with prepositions and provides insights into their correct usage. Another article, "The Impact of Preposition Misuse on Communication Clarity" by Johnson, explores how the misuse of prepositions can affect communication and offers strategies to improve accuracy. Scholarly articles that delve into the topic of preposition misuse
· “A Cognitive Linguistic Approach to Preposition Misuse" by Brown and Wilson. This article explores the cognitive processes behind preposition errors and provides insights into how to address and prevent these mistakes.
· "The Role of Context in Preposition Misuse: A Psycholinguistic Perspective" by Garcia et al. This study investigates how contextual factors can contribute to preposition errors and suggests strategies to improve comprehension and production.
·  "Preposition Misuse in Second Language Acquisition: A Cross-Linguistic Analysis" by Lee and Chen. This article examines preposition errors made by second language learners and compares the patterns across different languages, shedding light on the challenges faced by learners. Prepositions are high frequency items belonging to one of the eight word classes into which English lexicon can be divided. They can be defined as relatively closed class that is not prone to quick change. Most of the formal changes in their system are a result of internal word- formative processes and gramaticalization, and not borrowing from external sources. 
Metcalfe and Astle (2004) describe preposition as a word which expresses the relationship of one word with another, usually (but not always) of a noun, a pronoun or a particle. The placing of a preposition according to them depends to some extent on the type of writing or speech is to be used. They argue further that it is possible in informal English usage to move the preposition to the end of the sentence. It was also pointed out that a preposition can be used alone, without a noun, pronoun or participle but in all such cases the supporting word is understood. They also opine that 'occasionally a preposition could be used as an adjective as in up train, down train, outside seat, etc.' 
   Quirk and Greenbaum (2000) state that a preposition expresses a relation between two entities, one being represented by the prepositional complement of the various types of relational meaning, those of place and time are most prominent and easy to identify. According to them, a prepositional phrase consists of a preposition followed by a prepositional complement, which is characteristically noun phrase. They also emphasized the stress pattern of a preposition.
According to them, monosyllabic simple prepositions are normally unstressed, polysyllabic prepositions whether simple or complex are normally stressed. In complex prepositions, the stress falls on the word (adverb, noun, etc.) preceding the final preposition. It was also added that prepositions normally unstressed are accented when they are prepositional adverbs. 
       Swan and Walter (2000) also agree that in passive structures, verbal and prepositional groups stay together. They come after infinitives in structure like "she is easy to work with" and "he is interesting to talk to". 
            Rowe and Webb (2000) also state that large classes of preposition are formed by prefixing prepositions to a noun, or to an adjective used substantively. They pointed out further that in relative clauses, and with interrogative pronouns and adverbs, whether independent or conjunctive, the preposition is often placed last e.g. whom do you take me for? Here is the boy whom I speak of etc.
	According to Richard (2001: 66), he is interested in errors whose, origin are found within the structure of English itself, or the way it is taught that is in non-contrastive causes. He calls non-contrastive error of the short intralingua, meaning coming from within the language itself, as opposed to Interlingua meaning coming from differences between L1 and L2. Prepositions are short words that we use in our daily life. They are little words that carry a lot of meaning. Most of the pupils faced difficulties in mastering prepositions. Actually, what is the meaning of prepositions? A preposition is a word which shows relationship among other words in the sentence which include direction, place, time, cause, manner and amount.
	(Mark Feder, 2002). According to him, prepositions are usually placed before nouns or pronouns .There are different types of prepositions which are important to be used in a sentence. I focused on prepositions of place such as in, on, under, behind and in front of.  Prepositions are the words that indicate location (Robin L.Simmons, 2015). According to him, prepositions of place indicates location, answering the question ‘where?’ This type of prepositions will show location in the physical world. They also do not change their spelling or form like verbs. For instance, prepositions of place such as ‘in’ and ‘behind’ will be the same either in past tense or present tense. Teaching prepositions of place is a problem which is faced by many teachers. This happens because pupils do not understand when and where to use those prepositions. Some of the Student were having difficulties in understanding preposition of place in, on, under, behind and in front of (Nur Hidayah binti Che Alias, 2014).
	This is based on an action research conducted by her entitled ‘The Use of Action Song in Teaching Preposition of Place’. Besides, based on an action research conducted by Miftahuddin (2010) entitled ‘Teaching Preposition by Using Song’, he also faced the same problem in the classroom. Both of them faced the same problem which is difficulties to teach prepositions to students. They used song to enhance their students’ mastery of preposition. Prepositions are important because they work to connect various parts of a sentence. Learning prepositions of place is very important as it will help the students to deliver the meaning of their sentences or phrases correctly. By mastering preposition students can produce sentences in various ways and of course, it will make the message receiver enjoy or hear the message easily (Miftahuddin, 2010). 
	It is important to choose the right preposition of places or we will tend to say the wrong thing. It will make students to deliver a message wrongly if they do not master prepositions of places. They will also face difficulties to understand simple instruction and may interpret their teacher’s instructions wrongly. So, it is very important for students to know and understand when and where to use prepositions of places. There are strategies that we can use to help students to master prepositions of places. If we want to understand better how to use prepositions in English, the visual aids will help.
	(IntaKlasone, 2013). According to him visual aids such as picture cards and flash cards can help students to have better understanding on prepositions. Pictures are important in teaching process. This is based on a research conducted by him, entitled ‘Using Pictures when Teaching Prepositions in English Lesson’. He used wall pictures, wall charts, sequence pictures, flashcards and drawings on the board to teach prepositions. He found that visual aids help students in learning prepositions.
 It gives them better understanding of the topic. The student must use his ears as well as his eyes but it is the eye that is the primary channel of learning. (Inta Klasone, 2013). Visual aids such as pictures will stimulate student’s’ learning process in a second language classroom. It will help to keep them engaged in the lesson and maintain their attention. The child is now mature enough to use logical thought or operations (i.e. rules) but can only apply logic to physical objects. 
 Junior student are mature enough to understand different types of preposition of places and when to use them. This happens because they are more logical in thinking. For instance, they will know when to use ‘in’ and ‘on’. During this stage, students process languages generally through sensory experience. They can see the visual aids such as picture cards, word cards as well as sentence strips. They can even touch and see the difference between all the picture cards. Other than that, most young people like repetition
(Pilar Agustin Llach & AsuncionBarreras Gomez, 2007): Children like repetitive kinds of language activities and they really enjoy learning using it. Repetition gives them a sense of achievement and assurance (Pilar AgustinLlach & Asuncion Barreras Gomez, 2007). Student will tend to remember when the same words are being repeated again and again. It will give them confidence as they will be sure of the usage of the word. They will also be familiar with the words. I applied repetition where same words such as prepositions are repeated with different objects. Students have a dominant or preferred learning style such as visual, auditory or kinesthetic. Some students do not have any particular learning styles. Instead, they have a mixed and evenly balanced blend of these three styles.
Fleming’s (2001) Visual Auditory Kinesthetic (VAK) model     emphasizes the three main learning styles which are visual, auditory and kinesthetic. I focus on visual learning where students can learn preposition of places through looking at colorful picture cards, word cards and sentence strips. These can help them to think in picture cards and collect information. Students will learn better by looking at a picture of ball rather than just saying a word ball and imaging it. Thus, these lead me to produce a ‘House of Prepositions of Place’ which consist of picture cards, word cards and sentence strips.-different colors.
Types of Prepositions
Scholars identify various types of preposition. Opega (2003) opines that, preposition belongs to a 'closed- system' because its members are highly limited words are ever created to increase the membership of the preposition as a part of speech. Prepositions include the smallest words in the English language but they can be the most difficult to use correctly because a simple preposition may convey different meanings. According to him, 'place' and 'time' are the most common classification of prepositions. Simple prepositions of time include "at", "on", "in". These prepositions of time can be categorized into two: those that express 'specific points of time' ;and 'a period of time'. The prepositions of place are many, in Opega's assertion, even though he treated only "in" and "at". Agoi states that prepositions are grouped and labeled as simple, participle and phrasal. A simple preposition is a single word serving as a preposition e.g. in, out, off, up, to, etc. according to him, a compound preposition is a preposition made up of two or more words e.g. into, abroad, amidst, around, etc. he also agrees a preposition can end a sentence contrary to the traditional notion that a sentence should not end with a preposition. It was also stated that a prepositional phrase is a group of words which begins with a preposition and ends with a noun, pronoun or noun phrase. It can also serve as an adjective, complement of a verb or complement of an adjective.
The Use of Preposition:
In this part, there are ways preposition can be used or study, which they are as follows: 
· The use of preposition as single words. We can’t put a preposition at the end of a sentence.
· The use of prepositional phrases, some prepositions consist of more than one word or more.
· Use of prepositional idioms, in English language there are prepositional idioms. Which few students unable to understand the usage.
Theoretical Framework
	Noam Chomsky’s theory of Generative Grammar emphasizes the role of innate structures in language acquisition. This theory suggests that the human mind possesses a set of rules that governs sentence formation, known as a universal grammar. According to Chomsky, every language has a deep structure (the underlying syntactic form) and a surface structure (how the sentence appears). Prepositions, which are often function words, play a significant role in linking different elements of a sentence. In this study, misuse of prepositions could be attributed to a misunderstanding or misapplication of the underlying syntactic rules of English. The theory of Generative Grammar will provide insight into how students construct sentences and the cognitive processes that might lead to errors in preposition usage. Specifically, it will help identify whether students are overgeneralizing rules or failing to recognize exceptions in English grammar.
	Dependency Grammar focuses on the relationship between words in a sentence, particularly on how certain words depend on others to complete their meaning. Prepositions, in this framework, serve as connectors between nouns (or pronouns) and other elements of the sentence (such as verbs, adjectives, or other nouns). Misuse of prepositions may occur when students misinterpret or fail to establish the correct dependency relations between words. This study will utilize Dependency Grammar to analyze the specific syntactic roles that prepositions play in sentences produced by students. The investigation will focus on identifying which relationships are most frequently misrepresented, leading to incorrect preposition usage. (esnière, 2020).
Error Analysis is a methodology for studying the types and causes of language errors made by learners. Unlike earlier theories that saw errors as a negative outcome of learning, Error Analysis views them as a natural part of the language acquisition process. By categorizing and analyzing the types of preposition errors made by students, this study aims to uncover underlying learning strategies or challenges that students face. In this study, Error Analysis will be applied to systematically classify the different types of preposition misuse (e.g., omission, substitution, or overuse of prepositions) and analyze their frequency. This analysis will provide insight into the specific areas where students struggle with preposition usage. (Corder, 2021)
Prepositions are not only functional but also deeply tied to spatial and conceptual representations. According to Cognitive Semantics, prepositions reflect underlying mental models of space and relationships. For example, "on" implies a surface relationship, while "in" suggests enclosure. Misuse of prepositions could indicate that students' mental representations of space do not align with English usage. This theory will help the study explore how students conceptualize relationships between objects and actions, and how this affects their preposition usage. By analyzing how students mentally process the spatial and abstract relationships that prepositions express, the study will offer insight into the cognitive factors behind preposition misuse. (Talmy, 2021).
Prototype Theory suggests that people categorize words and concepts based on prototypes, or the most typical examples of a category. Prepositions often have multiple meanings, and learners might rely on prototypical meanings when using prepositions, leading to errors in less typical contexts. For example, students may correctly use "in" when describing physical containment but misuse it when discussing abstract ideas, such as time. This study will apply Prototype Theory to examine how students interpret the meanings of different prepositions. By identifying whether students rely on prototypical meanings, the study will explore how this contributes to preposition misuse. (Rosch, 2022).
Functions of Preposition:
One of the traditional and well known functions of the preposition is indicating relationship between words in a sentence. Prepositions are well known to be connecting words, even though they are quite distinguishable from conjunctions. Opega (2005) notes that there are different kinds of prepositions each with it functions, while asserting that one kind of preposition can perform more than one function. He highlighted the following functions and textual examples: 
· Prepositions show relative positions of things and persons. 
           E.g. the cat is on the table, 
· They show direction or movement. These prepositions include by, in, from, into, on. 
           E.g. the women are returning from the stream 
· They express purpose for an action.
           E.g. Raheem resigned his appointment to take charge of his late father's estate, 
· Some prepositions indicate distance or extent of space. 
           E.g. The fanner set aside several hectares for the cultivation of rice.
· Some prepositions indicate antagonism or opposition. 
           E.g. Omale quarreled with his neighbor.
Pemn (2002) opines that the principal function of a preposition is to signal the unity of the phrase it introduces e.g. in turn, after the first try, for a long time. He also emphasizes that sometimes prepositions tend to be too bulky and may require carefulness for its effective usage. He argues further that preposition may be omitted in rapid speech without insulting the sensibility of the hearer. He also agreed that prepositions may be placed either at the beginning or end of a sentence. According to Quirk and Greenbaum (2000), in a related development, prepositional phrases may function as adjunct, disadjunct, conjunct, post modifier in a noun phrase, etc. We also have omission of the temporal preposition in sentences such as "I will see you Sunday", where the preposition "on" is omitted before a day of the week standing on its own. Another informal type of omission is in initial position preceding a plural noun phrase. He discloses further that a preposition "for" is often omitted in phrases of duration e.g. we stayed there (for) three months.
Prepositional Error:
The most common preposition mistakes include incorrect use of prepositions, incorrect placement of prepositions, and incorrect use of prepositional phrases. These mistake can lead to confusion or misunderstanding in a sentence, so it is important to be aware of them and learn how to avoid it. Prepositional error is classified into two main part:
Interlingual Error: 
Interference, language transfer, and cross-linguistic interference are also known as interlingual errors. these kinds of errors occur when the learner's habits (patterns, systems, or rules) interfere or prevent him or her, to some extent, from acquiring the patterns and rules of the second language. Interference (negative transfer) is the negative influence of the mother tongue (L1) on the performance of the target language (L2). interlingual errors as being the result of language transfer, which is caused by the learner's first language.
Intralingual Error: 
Interference from the student’s own language is not the only reason for committing errors. Students may make mistakes in the target language, since they do not know the target language very well, they have difficulties in using it. Richard states, intralingual interference refers to items produced by the learner, which reflect not the structure of the mother tongue, but generalization based on partial exposure of the target language. 
Verb-Preposition Combinations:
A preposition may combine with a verb to establish a new vocabulary. This type has several names which are two-part verbs, composite verbs, and phrasal verbs. The prepositional form used with the verb may be referred to as an adverb which called a prepositional adverb or generally called particle. The example of the phrasal verb are I get up (wake up) in the morning, the enemy gave up (surrender) after a long battle, Nanny looks after (take care of) baby at night. The examples of prepositional adverb/ particle are he glances at me, I will cooperate with you completely, he suffers from the cold.
Forms of Prepositions:
Aarts classified preposition into two forms which are one   word preposition and multi-word prepositions. For example of one-word preposition are at, on, before, from, since, after, in, up, down, etc. However, the examples of multiple-words of prepositions are according to, in accordance with, on account of, because of, in addition to, by means of, in terms of, in spite of, in front of, etc.
Additionally, Frank divided the prepositions into four forms, namely:
· One-word prepositions which are usually consisting of one syllable of preposition. For example, in, on, at, above, about, across, before, after, behind, under, up, of, for, with, to, etc.
· Two-word prepositions which consist of two syllables of preposition. For example, instead of, regardless of, according to, next to, relative to, along with, etc. 
· Three-word prepositions and four-word prepositions which formed by prepositional phrases. For example, by means of, by order of, by reason of, at the point of, for the purpose of, with the exception of, etc. 
· Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that the forms of prepositions are single word prepositions and two or more words prepositions. The examples of single-word prepositions are in, on, at, under, above, up, behind, besides, etc. Furthermore, the examples of two or more words prepositions consist of, forward to, in contrast, in comparison with, as a result of, on the point of, etc.

Appraisal for Literature Review
	The literature on prepositions highlights their crucial role in the construction and comprehension of sentences, as they function to connect various elements of a sentence and signal different types of relationships, such as spatial, temporal, and directional. Scholars like Downing have extensively examined the semantic roles and syntactic properties of prepositions, emphasizing their significance in the structure of English sentences. Similarly, Abdelghani & Ibrahim (2017) stress the importance of prepositions as function words that provide scaffolding for sentence formation, capturing grammatical distinctions across languages. Despite their vital role in sentence clarity, studies have shown that non-native speakers often struggle with mastering prepositions, particularly because the rules governing their usage can be subtle and difficult to internalize. Various researchers, such as Smith et al., have examined common errors in preposition usage, identifying patterns that could guide instructional strategies for improving learner accuracy in their use.
Several scholarly works have investigated the impact of preposition misuse on communication, noting that incorrect preposition usage can lead to confusion and ambiguity in both written and spoken language. Studies like those by Johnson, Brown, Wilson, and others suggest that the challenges learners face with prepositions often stem from cross-linguistic interference and cognitive processing issues. In response, these researchers advocate for approaches such as cognitive linguistics and contextual analysis to address the problem. Other scholars like Quirk and Greenbaum (2000) have focused on the syntactic placement of prepositions and their complement structures, emphasizing that proper understanding of prepositional phrases is key to ensuring fluency and grammatical correctness. The literature provides a strong foundation for further research into the teaching of prepositions, particularly in second language learning contexts where preposition misuse is prevalent. The insights offered by these studies have broad implications for improving grammar instruction and enhancing learners’ overall language competence.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter explains in detail the methodology and the techniques employed in the collection of facts and figures for this study. It contains the discussion of the aspects of research methodology which includes:
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Administration of the Instrument 
· Data Analysis 

RESEARCH DESIGN 	
 The descriptive survey method research design is used for this study. The design is so chosen as it will assist in gathering necessary information on the misuse of preposition among the junior students of Ilorin west L.G.A. According to Shona McCombes 2019: Descriptive research aims to accurately and systematically describe a population, situation or phenomenon. It can answer what, where, when and how questions. A descriptive research design can use a wide variety of research methods to investigate one or more variables. Unlike in experimental research, the researcher does not control or manipulate any of the variables, but only observes and measures them.
Descriptive research design is a powerful tool used by scientists and researchers to gather information about a particular group or phenomenon. This type of research provide a detailed and accurate picture of the characteristics and behaviors of a particular population or subject.    
Population of the Study
          The study investigates misuse of preposition among students in junior secondary schools in Ilorin west L.G.A. This cannot be done without selecting some junior secondary schools as sampled population for the study. Therefore, some junior secondary schools were selected within Ilorin west LGA. From where hundred (100) students were randomly selected as the subject for the study. 
Sample And Sampling Techniques. 
              The targeted population for this study comprises of all junior secondary school students in the Ilorin west L.G.A. (local government Areas). But due to circumstances, Some schools were selected for the study under Ilorin west local Government Area.
 	A sample of five junior secondary schools was randomly selected from Ilorin west local government. The selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin west local government Area are as follow: 
i. Ilorin Grammar school, Ilorin. 
ii.  Government Day Junior Secondary school, Odo-Okun.
iii. Government High School, Adeta Ilorin. 
iv. Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin.
Research Instrument 
The instrument used to study is the questionnaire for the purpose of collecting data for this study. In designing the questionnaire, care was taken to select items that would yield responses that are related to the purpose of this study. The instrument was designed personally by the researcher.   
It contain three section which are A, B and C. The kind of scale type was the four options of strongly agree {SA}, Agree {A}, Strongly Disagree {SD} and Disagree {D} which the subject would respond to. Each option was weighted as 4, 3, 2 and 1 respectively. The questionnaire was tagged “Misuse of preposition among the selected junior secondary school in Ilorin west L.G.A”.  
Validity of The Instrument 
       The validation of an instrument is highly essential in research.  Thus to give weight to the study and to be sure that the instrument measures what it purports to measure, the following steps were taken to ensure the validity of the instrument. The Researcher designed questionnaire which was given to some experts in test and measure for correction. After this, the drafted questionnaire was given to the supervisor for correction and amendment, then after it was approved haven ascertained its content and face validity.
Reliability of The Instrument
               To be able to determine the extent of the reliability of the instrument for this study, a pilot study was carried out on twenty respondents who do not participate at all in the study. The questionnaire was administered and then the response was scored and recorded.  After three weeks interval, the same instrument was administered again and scored as well. This method used to find out the reliability of this instrument is called test re-test method of finding the reliability of an instrument. The two results were correlated using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient.  The result obtained was 0.75, this proved that the instrument used to collect data for this study is reliable.  
Administration of the Instrument 
The researcher personally visit the various selected junior secondary schools to administer the questionnaire with the help of the class captain and some teachers in disturbing the questionnaire. The students were given the questionnaire during their break time and they were asked to gather at the school library so as to avoid distraction from friends. Instructions and explanations about the questionnaire were given to the students so as to complete the questionnaire accurately and honestly as possible. 
Data Analysis 
  The responses obtained from the questionnaire were analyzed in percentage form the purpose of comparing two or more data on common basis.
In addition, the statistical tool of re-test was used to test the set hypothesis and to verify certain assumptions.  The t-test and analysis of variance statistic was used to find out if there was any significant difference in causes of junior secondary school misuse of preposition as perceived by student.
         










CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS
       The analysis of section A was based on the response given by the respondents relation to the misuse of preposition among students of junior secondary schools Ilorin  as follows:
By Age: 12-15years (  ) 16-20 years (  ) 21 years and above 
By Gender: male (  ) female (  ). 
By Religious: Christian (  ) Muslim (  ) others (  ).
By Class: JSS 1(  ) JSS2 (  ) JSS3 (   ).
By School: I.G.S (  ) GDJSS (  ) G.H.S. (  ) QES(  )
Table 1: Do students misuse preposition due to poor knowledge of some preposition by some users?
	  Respondents 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SA
	60
	40%


	A
	45
	30%

	SD
	25
	16.9%

	D
	20
	13.3%

	TOTAL
	150
	100%



 Table 1 above describes that 40% (percent) of students strongly agreed representing 60 students, 30% of them agreed which is equivalent to 45 student, 25 student of the percentage of 16.9% strongly disagree and 13.3% of the remaining student disagree equivalent to 20 students. which the table shows or analyze  that there are total number of 150 students that responded to question equivalent 100%   in table 1. 

Table 2: Do student find preposition as idiomatic when it comes to the uses of it?
	Variables
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage

	12-15years
	SA
	60
	40%


	16-20 years
	A
	40
	26.7%

	21 years 

	SD
	20
	13.3%

	21 years and above
	D
	30
	20%

	Total 
	TOTAL
	150
	100%


 	
The table 2 above shows the student responses according to their age prospectively It shows above that majority of the students from 12-15years age strongly agreed that preposition are found to be idiomatic when using it with the representative of 60 student equivalent to 40%, student from 16-20 years age agreed which is also equivalent to 40 student representing 26.7%, student of 21 years age strongly disagreed representing 20 of 13.3% . lastly student from 21 years and above disagreed which also acquired 30 of 20% respondents.  This show the number of student that correspond and doesn’t makes the total of 150 student equalizing 100% frequency.
Table 3: Students find preposition as an ambiguity.
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage

	SA
		55
	36.7%


	A
		65
	43.3%

	SD
		10
	6.7%

	D
		20
	13.3%

	TOTAL
		150
	100%



 	Table 3 above, display that 36.7% representing 55 of the respondents which says that, they don’t find preposition as an ambiguity, 43.3% representing 65 of the respondent agreed, 10 respondents representing 6.7% strongly disagree while 13.3% representing 20 respondents disagree that they find preposition as an ambiguity.
Table 4: Do student finds preposition as a problem, due to no specific rules of it’s uses?
	Variables
	Respondents
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Q.E.S
	SA
	50
	33.3%


	I.G.S
	A
		30
	20%

	G.D.J.S.S
	SD
	30
	20%

	G.H.S
	D
	40
	26.7%

	TOTAL
	_
	150
	100%



	Table 4 above, shows that 33.3% representing 50 respondents from Queen Elizabeth School strongly agreed that preposition as a problem due to no specific rules of it’s uses while 20% representing 30 respondents from Ilorin Grammar School [I.G.S] agreed that preposition gives problem because it has no specialized uses of it’s rules. Similarly, 20%representing 30 respondents from government Day Junior Secondary School [G.D.J.S.S.S] strongly disagree to preposition given problem due to it’s rules and uses .Finally, 26.7% representing 40 respondents students from Government High School [G.H.S] Disagree to preposition as a problem due to no specific rules of it’s uses.  

Table 5: Student misuse of preposition gives difficulties because it bears multiple meaning.
	Variable 
	Frequency 
	SA

	P

	A
	P
	SD

	P

	D
	P
	TP

	J.S.S.1
	40
	15
	10%
	10
	6.7%
	5
	3.3%
	10

	6.7%

	26.7%


	J.S.S.2
	45
	20
	13.3%
	10
	6.7%
	10
	6.7%
	5
	3.3%
	30%

	J.S.S.3
	65
	30
	20%
	25
	16.7%
	5
	3.3%
	5
	3.3%
	43.3%

	TOTAL
	150
	65
	43.3%
	45
	30.1%
	20
	13.3%
	20
	13.3%
	100%



Table 5: shows above that, 40 students were chosen from J.S.S.1 class, 45 student chosen from J.S.S.2 classes, while 65 student from J.S.S.3 class which carry the most highly frequency showed above. 10% of student strongly agreed, 6.7% student agreed, 3.3% strongly disagree, while 6.7% disagree. The total percentage for J.S.S.1 student is 26.7%.
	Furthermore, 13.3% student from J.S.S.2 strongly agreed, 6.7% agreed, 6.7% student strongly disagree, 3.3% student disagree. Their total percentage for J.S.S.2 is equivalent to 30%.
	Nevertheless, 20% student from J.S.S.3 strongly agreed that student misuse of preposition gives difficulties because it bears multiple meaning, 16.7% of them agreed, 3.3% strongly disagree and 3.3% of the students misuse of preposition gives difficulties because of its multiple meaning which the total percentage is equal to 43.3%. Therefore, students percentage all together is 100% which shows that there is no absent student among them.	             
Discussion of Findings:
Based on the findings, Junior Secondary School students in Ilorin encounter significant challenges in understanding and correctly using prepositions. 
While the absence of student absenteeism during the study ensured a complete dataset, the core issue lives in the student’s perception of preposition as idiomatic, ambiguous, lacking clear rules, and inconsistent usage.
· Student Perception: Students view prepositions as complex lan-
guage elements due to their idiomatic nature, multiple meanings and inconsistent application.
· Lack of Clear Rules: The absence of explicit and consistence prepositional rules contributes to student confusion.
· Impact of Learning: These challenges hinder students over all language proficiency and potentially impact their academic performance.
· Inconsistent Usage: students perceive prepositions as having multiple meaning, leading to difficulties in determining their correct usage.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of the Study
                This chapter summarizes the findings on the misuse of prepositions among students in junior secondary schools in Ilorin west local government. This chapter consists of summary of the study, conclusions, and recommendations.
 In this study, our focus was on the misuse of prepositions among students in junior secondary schools in Ilorin west local government.  The study is was specifically set to assess the level of students’ knowledge of English prepositions, ascertain whether students level of knowledge of preposition contributes to their misuse of preposition, ascertain whether teachers knowledge of preposition contributes to students misuse of preposition, find out the extent interference of mother tongue influence the misuse of preposition among students English preposition, and determine whether English teacher's competence influence the misuse of preposition among students English preposition.
The study adopted the survey research design and randomly enrolled participants in the study. A total of 150 responses were validated from the enrolled participants where all respondent are English Language teachers and students among students in junior secondary schools in Ilorin west local government.
Some common mistakes among students include using the wrong preposition or omitting them altogether. For example, saying "we fond sweet tea” instead of "we are fond of sweet tea." Another mistake is using prepositions inappropriately, like saying "I'm excited about go to the party" instead of "I'm excited about going to the party." It's important to pay attention to the context and use the right preposition to convey your intended meaning. 
Scholars have found that students often struggle with prepositions due to their complexity and the variations in usage across languages. This can lead to common mistakes like using the wrong preposition or omitting them altogether. To address this issue, scholars recommend providing explicit instruction and practice opportunities for students to improve their understanding and usage of prepositions. It's all about helping students become more aware of how prepositions work in different contexts
Scholars have observed that the misuse of prepositions is a common issue among students. They have identified various reasons for this, including the complexity of prepositions, differences in preposition usage across languages, and a lack of explicit instruction on prepositions in language learning curricula.
The misuse of prepositions can lead to misunderstandings and affect the overall clarity of communication. Scholars emphasize the importance of explicit instruction and practice in preposition usage to help students develop a better understanding of how prepositions function in different contexts.
Additionally, scholars recommend incorporating preposition-focused activities in language learning environments to help students become more aware of preposition usage and improve their accuracy. While this summary provides a general overview.

Conclusion	
This research has been carried out to identify the types of error in the use of preposition and also to find out the factors that lead to this problem which is the misuse of preposition in essay writing. The data shows that the errors are classified into confuse of using the preposition, lack of knowledge and do not have the idea about preposition. The errors are caused by some factors but the most is influence by the interference of first language. This research strengthens the arguments that errors cannot be ignored and supposed to be decrease as the students learn English language more and more.

In this research, we did not expect students to have the same types of problems. However, there are certain aspects of the language which proved problematic for the students. For example, confusion in using preposition in essay writing. As conclusion, preposition is one of the topic in grammar that seems to be hard for students who is not majoring in English to understand but they can improve themselves in order for them to be mastered in this topic.
In this paper we are aim to clarify and explain the way of using the basic prepositions of place at in and on by answering the most common questions that might come on one’s mind, concerning with the correct use of those Prepositions, we may achieve our aim in removing the ambiguity that covering the use and misuse of prepositions of place at, in, and on. What might be a fair solution to make the point clearer? Obviously, this is a tough question to answer. Improving our grammar particularly in relation to the use of prepositions will certainly be indispensable. Besides using a comprehensive, appropriate evaluation tool is another wise step to take. The point is that we need to express ourselves semantically and grammatically when writing English. This means we ought to do our utmost to ensure both what we write, namely the content, and how we write, that is the application of standard grammar, should ideally go hand in hand. 
To sum up, we can reconfirm that there are three major types of preposition problems which learners continue to face. First is the use of an incorrect preposition, second the omission of a required preposition, and third the use of an unnecessary preposition. These preposition problems are said to stem from the interference of the learners’ mother tongue. In other words, multilingualism seems to influence learners to produce ungrammatical constructions containing prepositions.


Implication of the study
The findings from this study, An Investigation into the Misuse of Preposition Among in junior secondary schools in Ilorin West L.G.A., will have wide-ranging implications for the teaching and learning of the English language, particularly in the context of second language acquisition. One key area of impact will be on the instructional techniques employed by teachers. The study will provide insights into the specific challenges students face in using prepositions correctly, thus enabling teachers to adopt more targeted teaching approaches. With a clearer understanding of the common errors and patterns of misuse, educators can design lessons that focus on the problematic areas, incorporate more practical examples, and provide students with additional exercises that directly address these issues. By improving how prepositions are taught, teachers will be able to help students develop a more accurate grasp of their usage, leading to better overall language proficiency.
The implications of this study will also extend to teacher training programs. As future educators prepare to teach English, they will benefit from an understanding of the common grammatical challenges faced by students, particularly in relation to prepositions. The study will provide empirical data that can inform training modules, emphasizing the need for teachers to be aware of these specific areas of difficulty. Teachers-in-training will be better equipped to recognize the signs of prepositional misuse and to implement strategies that address these errors in a supportive and effective manner. By incorporating findings from this study into their training, teachers will be able to create more informed and responsive classroom practices.
For students, the study will have direct implications for their learning outcomes. By highlighting the specific areas where prepositions are misused, students will gain a better understanding of their own language development. With proper instruction and feedback based on the study’s findings, students can begin to self-correct and develop a stronger sense of how prepositions function in English. This improvement in grammatical accuracy will have a positive effect on their overall communication skills, both in writing and speaking. As prepositions are integral to clear and effective sentence construction, mastery of their correct usage will enhance students' academic performance and their ability to express ideas more coherently.

Recommendations
                In the light of the study, the following recommendations may be important. Since most of the errors were as a result of mother tongue interference, the respondents should be encouraged to learn both forms and structures of the native speakers" English. This is because a piece of an utterance is considered correct on the native speakers" assessment. English plays an important role in virtually every aspect of Nigerian students. Therefore, students of all levels of education should develop a positive attitude towards English. Practice makes perfect; students should develop the habit of speaking English both within and outside the classroom. When errors are repeatedly committed, they tend constitute speakers" idiosyncrasies. Teachers are advised to spend adequate time with their students and make teaching interactive and learners" based instead of teachers" oriented.
Furthermore, having drawn a conclusion that most Yoruba speakers of English as a second language commit errors in the use of English prepositions as a result of disparity between English and Yoruba prepositions, we therefore recommend as follows:
· Students should be-encouraged to read current text books, in English grammar, 
· Writing should be given more emphasis in the school auricular.
· English departments in collaboration with English Teachers and lecturers should be organizing essay Competitions for students in order to improve their English Language skills.\
· Mother-tongues influence can be overcome through constant practice of such areas of student's weakness as prepositions,
· Adequate time should be dedicated so that students can practice this prepositions better during class lessons.
· Further investigation into interlingual and intralingual errors of writers of other languages is recommended to be carried out.


Limitation of the study
The limitations of this study include the restricted geographical scope, as it focuses solely on misuse of preposition among students within Ilorin West Local Government Area, limiting the generalizability of the findings to other regions. Additionally, the study relies on prepositions perceived by students as complex due to their multiple meanings and idiomatic usage. A lack of explicit rules governing their application adds to the confusion, leading to frequent misuse. Lastly, the analysis revealed that these issues hinder students' overall language development, impacting their ability to construct grammatically correct sentences. The study emphasizes the need for more focused instruction on prepositions in the curriculum, supported by clear, rule-based teaching methods.
Suggestions for Further Studies 
Based on the findings of this study, further studies could focus on the following areas.
· This study investigated the preposition errors of the students of elementary, lower-intermediate and upper intermediate levels of proficiency; therefore, other studies could focus on other levels of proficiency.
· Further studies could be done on phrasal verbs or other grammatical structures.
· Further studies are to be carried out on assessing the curricula which are taught at English departments in school.
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APPENDIX I
QUESTIONNAIRE
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY (EKSU),
IN AFFILIATION WITH KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION.
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION AND LITERATURE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
MISUSE OF PREPOSITION AMONG STUDENTS IN JUNIOUR 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL 
					GOVERNMNT
Dear Students/Respondents,
           This questionnaire aims to seek information on the misuse of preposition among the student in junior secondary school in Ilorin west. Please kindly respond to the questionnaire here and fill the gaps where applicable.
  	It is purely academic research and all information given shall be treated with utmost confidentiality.
  Thanks for the anticipated cooperation.
                   SECTION A:   PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Instruction: please tick (√) or write in the column appropriate to your response to following 
1. Age: 12-15years (  ) 16-20 years (  ) 21 years and above 
2. Gender: male (  ) female (  ). 
3. Religious: Christian (  ) Muslim (  ) others (  ).
4. Class: JSS 1(  ) JSS2(  ) JSS3 (   ).
5. School: I.G.S (  ) GDJSS(  ) G.H.S. (  )QES(  ).

SECTION B
Choose or write in the column appropriate to your response to following:
1. There are extra flights to London __ the winter. 
a) In.	b) To		c) a & b
2. She has not changed much __ the years. 
a) With	b) over	c) a only
3. They met __ Monday night and had dinner together.  
a) In		b) with	c) on
4. __ the fight for independence, men never stayed at home.  
a) About	b) during	c) None of the above 
5. He built up the business __ a period of ten years. 
a) Over	b) with	c) during
6. I only saw her once __ my stay in Rome. 
a) During	b) in		c) to
7. Her mother found her lying __ the bed. 
 a) On	b) in		c) through
8. __ the evening, she had to go back to her parents. 
a) Without		b) for		c) in 
9. They were asked to wear white blouses __ black shorts. 
a) With	b) over	c) about 
10. I hope that your brief stay __ Kenya has been full of fun. 
a) In		b) on		c) over
SECTION C
Please tick (√) your feelings to the following research statement by using the following as guide.                                                             
SA           	 =             	Strongly Agree
     	A          	 =             	Agreed 
   	SD          	 =            	Strongly Disagree
     	D          	 =               	Disagreed
	S/N
	                           Items
	SA
	  A
	SD 
	D

	1
	Student’s misuse of preposition from junior secondary schools is due to poor knowledge of some preposition by some users.
	· 

	
	
	

	2
	Prepositions are idiomatic when it comes to the use of it among student.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Student find preposition as an ambiguity.
	
	
	
	

	4
	No specific rules of using preposition which gives problem for both teacher and learner
	
	
	
	

	5
	Misuse of preposition among students gives difficulties because preposition bears multiples meaning
	
	
	
	

	


 
