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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
Birth, marriage and death are the standard trio of key events in most people’s live. But out of these three events; ‘marriage’ is a matter of choice. The right to exercise that choice was identified as a principle of law starting from the Roman era and has been established in the international human right instruments. Yet, many girls enter into marriage without any choice of exercising their right to choose. Most of them are forced into marriage at their early or tender age. Others are simply too young to make a matured decision about their marriage partner or about the consequences of marriages itself. They may have given what passes for ‘counsel’ in the eyes of the law, but in reality, consent to their binding union has been made by other on their behalf (Bunting, 2019).
The axiom is that once a girl is married she has automatically become a woman regardless her age. Early marriage, which is marriage of children and adolescents below the age of 18 is still widely practiced most especially in the Northern part of the country. There are various forms and causes of early marriage, but one issue is prominent, which is early marriage is a violation of human right. The right to free and full consent to marriage is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and in other human right instruments (Shehu, 2015; Bunting, 2019). Early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, which has the capacity to dash away the educational opportunities and chances for personal growth. it almost leads to pregnancy and childbearing, and is likely to result into a lifetime domestic and sexual subservience.
For many young girls in developing countries, marriage is perceived as a means of securing and protecting their future. Girls are forced into marriage by their families while they are still children in the hope that marriage will yield them returns financially and socially (Shobba, 2021). On the contrary, early marriage violates the rights of children with negative implications. It compromises their overall development, leaving them socially isolated with little or no education, skills and opportunities for employment and self-realization. These conditions ultimately make married girls susceptible to poverty. These girls are required to do a disproportionate amount of chores, which includes new roles and responsibilities as wives and mothers. The young bride’s status in the family is frequently dependent on her, demonstrating their fertility often within the first year of her marriage. At this time, she is not psychologically, emotionally and physiologically prepared for these roles. Additionally, girls are made responsible for the care and welfare of future generations while still children themselves. Young mothers with no decision-making powers, restricted mobility and no economic resources are likely to transmit this vulnerability to their kids. Therefore, early marriage directly compounds to feminization of poverty and intergenerational poverty.
Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood, which adversely affects the education of girls in schools. Inspite of the recognition of women education, there are many barriers in the way of women to get higher education and contribute their maximum impact to the betterment of the society. The mindset of the society does not allow girls for higher education in that, it promotes gender inequality and ensures prioritization of economic resources for boy-child (ren). They get fewer opportunities not only in education, but also in all facets of life (Daraz, 2022). Studies conducted by Goldien (2019) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social and cultural factors. Even if they are fortunate to complete their education, their performance is abysmally poor. This termination of education and abysmal poor performance in their studies is the outcome of the challenges encountered when combining education with their responsibilities as home-keepers in their families. 
Early marriage is a symbol of poor orientation. Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and milestone in one’s life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage involves the deprivation of fundamental human rights. Young girls are robbed of their youthfulness and required to take on roles, they are not emotionally prepared for. Majority of the young girls have no choice about the timing of marriage or about their partner. Some are coerced into marriage, while others are too tender to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health, wellbeing, education and participation in civil life. There has been consensus in literature that early marriage disrupts, disturbs and distorts the academic performance of female students, but these does not imply that all students involved in early marriage perform poorly in education. Early marriage poses great threat to the academic performance of students coerced into it. Poor attendance to class, limited time to read and study, digressed focus from academics to families’ welfare, withdrawal at times and poor time management. All these challenges have been identified in existing literature as the effects of early marriage on female academic performance.
A marriage is a legally recognized union between a man and a woman in which they are united sexually, cooperate economically, and may have children through birth or adoption (Strong, DeVault, and Sayad, 2019). Therefore Early Marriage is either one or both of the marriage couple being under the age of 18 years old or high school (Hutchinson and McCnall, 1994). Early marriage is defined as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years before the girl or boy is physically, physiologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and childbearing (Sibanda,2022). Early Marriage is also defined as the union of both parties younger than 18 years of age. The declaration of human rights recognizes the right to free and full consent to a marriage, acknowledging that consent cannot be "fee and full" when one of the individuals involved is not sufficiently mature to make an informed decision about a life partner.
Early or Child marriage can be defined as a formal union before age 18 is a reality for both boys and girls, although girls are disproportionately the most affected. Early marriage is widespread and can lead to a lifetime and disadvantages and deprivation. It involves either one or both spouses being children and may take place with or without formal registration and under religious and under religious or customary laws. Right from the beginning of ages, the effect of early marriage on the academic performance of the girl child has been a topic for debate. In 2004, Children’s national Day, the UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Education in Nigeria, had a presentation of statistical result of schooling children to non-schooling children in the contemporary society. the research presentation shows that over 7.2 million Nigerian children are out of school as they engaged themselves in hawking, as maid to people or otherwise. Meanwhile, from the above result, 87% of these children found outside school were girls. In a press briefing organized by the Chairman of National Orientation Agency, Dr. Chukwuemeka Chukwudi the major reasons why more girl child are found outside school was because female children are given out on marriage at an early age range.
Although, females constitute more than fifty percent (50%) of world’s active population (UNESCO, 2018) and they make immense contribution to national development, yet, they still face a number of difficulties that limit their potentials in promoting personal and collective development. A key area of concern in this regard is that of their education which can only at best be described as dwindling as and less than equal to that of the male. (Obaya, 2021).Marriage as an institution is very vital in any society because it is legitimate in the productive process and ensures the meaningful preparation of the social norm of society. Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood, which adversely affects the education of girls in schools. In spite of the recognition of women education, there are many barriers in the way of women to get higher education and contribute their maximum impact to the betterment of the society. The mindset of the society does not allow girls for higher education in that, it promotes gender inequality and ensures prioritization of economic resources for boy-child (ren). They get fewer opportunities not only in education, but also in all facets of life (Daraz, 2022). Studies conducted by Goldien (2016) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social and cultural factors. Even if they are fortunate to complete their education, their performance is abysmally poor. This termination of education and abysmal poor performance in their studies is the outcome of the challenges encountered when combining education with their responsibilities as home-keepers in their families.
Statement of Problem
Early marriage is a symbol of poor orientation. Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and milestone in one’s life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage involves the deprivation of fundamental human rights. Young girls are robbed of their youthfulness and required to take on roles, they are not emotionally prepared for. Majority of the young girls have no choice about the timing of marriage or about their partner. Some are coerced into marriage, while others are too tender to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health, wellbeing, education and participation in civil life.
There has been consensus in literature that early marriage disrupts, disturbs and distorts the academic performance of female students, but these does not imply that all students involved in early marriage perform poorly in education. Early marriage poses great threat to the academic performance of students coerced into it. Poor attendance to class, limited time to read and study, digressed focus from academics to families’ welfare, withdrawal at times and poor time management. All these challenges have been identified in existing literature as the effects of early marriage on female academic performance.
Objectives of the Study
The main objective of the study is to examine the effect of early marriage on female academic performance in Nigeria, using a case study of three south-western universities.
The specific objectives of the study include
1. To identify the possible reasons for early marriage in Nigeria.
2. To examine the educational effects of early marriage on female academic performance in Nigeria.
3. To examine the non-educational effects of early marriage on female academic performance in Nigeria.
Research Questions 
In accordance with the research objectives, the questions of interest raised in the study are:
1. What are the possible causes of early marriage in Nigeria?
2. What are the educational effects of early marriage on academic performance in Nigeria?
3. What are the non-educational effects of early marriage on academic performance in Nigeria?
Research Hypotheses
A hypothesis is a proposition made on the basis of limited information and evidence, which is used to make a valid conclusion and judgment. The hypotheses formulated in this study are:
H01: Early marriage has no significant educational effects on female academic performance in Nigeria.
H02: Early marriage has no significant non-educational effects on female academic performance in Nigeria.
Significance of the Study
This study through its findings is of immense benefits in the following areas:
Female students will gain from this study by learning that education is the only way to achieving greater goals in life, and this will help them in correcting the instability that had existed in girl’s education.
Parents will gain a great deal in this study by getting to learn that women education is not a waste, and also if you educate a man, but if you educate a women you educate a family, a nation, and this will help change their attitudes and ignorance towards girls education. 
Government, both the Federal, State and Local levels will gain from this study by realizing from this study that funds, higher access education, poverty easing programmes should be made available for education at all levels.
Educators, educational planners, the general public will gain from this study by learning that girls are in no way inferior to men, they also gain by learning how to educate, guide and counsel girls in carrier choices of educational courses. 

Scope and Limitations of the Study
This study focused on the effect of early marriage on female academic performance on Nigerian women who have experienced early marriage in three selected South-western Universities namely University of Lagos, University of Ibadan and Federal University of Technology, Akure.
However the research has some constraints which are:
a) Dearth of Research Material: The research materials available to the researcher are insufficient, thereby limiting the study.
b) Time: The time frame allocated to the study does not enhance wider coverage as the researcher has to combine other academic activities and examinations with the study.
c) Unwillingness of the respondents to participated in the survey for fear of victimization.


Definition of Terms
Education: Education is defined as the process of easing learning, or the learning of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits. 
Early Marriage: Early marriage or child marriage is defined as the union between two people in which one or both parties are younger than 18 years of age. 
Academic Performance: Academic performance is the outcome of education, the point to which a student, teacher or institution has achieved their educational goals. Academic performance is commonly measured by examinations or continuous assessment but there is no general agreement on how it is best tested or which aspects are more important.




CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
History of the Study
Birth, marriage and death are the standard trio of key events in the life of mankind. Out of these three events, marriage is a matter of choice. The right to exercise that choice was identified as a principle of law starting from the Roman era and has been established in the international human right instruments(Bunting, 2012).The history of marriage dates back to the history of mankind. Biblically, God created the first man called Adam and he was without helper. God being omnipotent  and omniscient know his problem and hired him into a great slumber and removed one of his ribs and created a woman called Eve (Genesis 2:21-22) from this time, marriage was first contracted by Adam and Eve who was the first parent on earth to highlight this, the holy bible says, so God created man in his own image in the image of God he created him, male and female and God blessed them and said to them “be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it” Gen. 1:27-28. 
Early Marriage
Many females enter into marriage without any choice of exercising their right to choose. Most of them are forced into marriage at their early or tender age. Others are simply too young to make a matured decision about their marriage partner or about the consequences of marriages itself. They may have given what passes for ‘counsel’ in the eyes of the law, but in reality, consent to their binding union has been made by other on their behalf (Bunting, 2012).The principle or rule is that once a female or girl is married she has automatically become a woman, regardless her age. Early marriage, which is marriage of children and adolescents below the age of 18years, is still widely practiced most especially in the all parts of the country. There are various forms and causes of early marriage, but one prominentissue is that“early marriage is a violation of human right”. The right to free and full consent to marriage is recognized in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and in other human right instruments (Shehu, 2010; Bunting, 2012). 

Consequences of Early Marriage
Early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, which has the capacity to dash away the educational opportunities and chances for personal growth. it almost leads to pregnancy and childbearing, and is likely to result into a lifetime domestic and sexual subservience. For many young females and young girls in developing and some underdeveloped countries, marriage is perceived as a means of securing and protecting their future. Girls are forced into marriage by their families while they are still children in the hope that marriage will yield returns financially and socially (Shobba, 2009). On the contrary, early marriage violates the rights of children with negative implications. It compromises their overall development, leaving them socially isolated with little or no education, skills and opportunities for employment and self-realization. These conditions ultimately make married girls susceptible to poverty. These girls are required to do a disproportionate amount of chores, which includes new roles and responsibilities as wives and mothers. The young bride’s status in the family is frequently dependent on her, demonstrating their fertility often within the first year of her marriage. At this time, she is not psychologically, emotionally and physiologically prepared for these roles. Additionally, young females are made responsible for the care and welfare of future generations while still children themselves. Young mothers with no decision-making powers, restricted mobility and no economic resources are likely to transmit these emotions to their kids. Therefore, early marriage directly compounds to feminization of poverty and intergenerational poverty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood, which adversely affects the education of girls in schools. Inspite of the recognition of women education, there are many barriers in the way of women to get higher education and contribute their maximum impact to the betterment of the society. The mindset of the society does not allow girls for higher education in that, it promotes gender inequality and ensures prioritization of economic resources for boy-child (ren). They get fewer opportunities not only in education, but also in all facets of life (Daraz, 2012). Studies conducted by Goldien (2007) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social and cultural factors. Even if they are fortunate to complete their education, their performance is abysmally poor. This termination of education and abysmal poor performance in their studies is the outcome of the challenges encountered when combining education with their responsibilities as home-keepers in their families. 
Factors Affecting Early Marriage
Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and a milestone in adult life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage gives no such cause for celebration. All too often, the imposition of a marriage partner upon a child means that a girl or boy’s childhood is cut short and their fundamental rights are compromised (UNICEF, 2001). Young girls are robbed of their youth and required to take on roles for which they are not psychologically or physically prepared. Many have no choice about the timing of marriage or their partner. Some are coerced into marriage, while others are too young to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health and wellbeing, education and participation in civic life.  
There are many interrelated identified factors almost similar worldwide with small variations between societies that interact to place females at risk of early marriage. These includes search for economic survival, protection of young females, peer group and family pressure, controlling female behavior and sexuality, wars and civil conflicts, maximization of fertility where infant mortality is very high (The working group 2000; UNICEF2001; Mathuret al. 2003) Early marriage contributes to a series of negative consequences both for young females and the society in which they live. It is a violation of human rights in general and of feminine rights in particular. For both sex, early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, cutting off educational and employment opportunities and chances of personal growth. Apart from having a negative impact on females themselves, the practice of early marriage also has negative consequences on their children, families, and society as a whole. UNICEF (2000) argues that it is not only girls that pay for early marriage but also the society as a whole. Population pressure, health care costs and lost opportunities of human development are just a few of the growing burdens that society shoulders because of teenage pregnancies. Early marriage also undermines international efforts to fight against poverty in developing countries. Bunch (2005) makes it clear that the widespread practice of early marriage makes it increasingly difficult for families to escape poverty in the developing world, thereby undermining critical international efforts to fight poverty, HIV/AIDS and other development challenges and making billions of dollars in development assistance less effective.  
Effect of early marriage on education
Child marriage refers to any formal marriage or informal union between a child under the age of 18 and an adult or another child. It refers to an infringement upon internationally agreed human rights, diminishing young people's ability to realize their rights to education, health, quality of life, safety and dignity. Child marriage and girls' lack of access to quality education are both rooted in gender inequality and the belief that girls and women are worth less than boys and men. The Children's Code harmonizes this by defining a child in line with the provisions of the Zambian Constitution. A Child is now defined as any person who is the age of 18 or below. Hence, this study analyzed the effects of the early marriage practices on the education for girls in some selected secondary schools of Solwezi district in Northwestern Province, Zambia. The study employed both the qualitative and quantitative methods and a descriptive survey design that sampled an officer from DEBS office, head teachers, teachers and pupils. Data were collected using the questionnaire, interview, focus group discussions and documentary review methods. Data collected were analyzed by using Special Package for Social Science (SPSS) and presented in frequencies, percentages, means and standard deviations while qualitative data were subjected to content analysis. The findings revealed that early marriages in Solwezi district is rampant. The findings further revealed that early marriages in Solwezi district are caused by many factors one of them is low level of education among the community members. School drop-out was reported to be the leading effect of early marriages in the area of study. The study also reported that there are efforts made to combat early marriages in the area despite of a number of challenges. Different stakeholders have to work together in making sure that this practice is ended. The study concludes that early marriage is a real problem in Solwezi district.











CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
In this chapter, procedure and method used in the collection of data for this study it includes the research design, population, sample and sampling techniques, validity of the instruments, reliability of the instrument, research instrument, administration of instrument and Data analysis 
Research Design
Survey research is concerned with the collection of data interpreting a certain condition, practice, beliefs, attitudes, etc. This method provides the opportunity to look into the relationship between two variables i.e female education and economic empowerment.
Sample Population 
The target population for this study consist of all secondary schools in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. There are many schools in both public and private in the local government area. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
The sample for the study consists of 10 randomly selected schools. A sample of 30 teachers was randomly selected to participate in the study as show in the below: 
Research Instrument
A self-constructed questionnaire will be used to collect information from the respondents for this study. The questionnaire will be constructed in Likert scale rating that is; Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly Disagree (SD).
The questionnaire will consist of two sections, section A and section B. section A will comprise of the demographic data of the respondents, while section B will be used to collect information on the variables examined in this study.
Validity of the Instrument 
 Validity of the instrument measure what is suppose to be measure. Therefore, the questionnaire to be used for data collection was sanitized and vetted for the content validity by our project supervisor before it is administered for research purpose. 
Reliability of the Instrument
[bookmark: _Toc527978147]To ensure the same answers will be given to the same set of questions under different time. Test re-test reliability method will be adopted to test the reliability of the instrument. If the measure obtained by the instrument is accurate, the instrument will be described as reliability. The reliability of the instrument implies the determination of whether the instrument procedures consistency of result over a period of time. The reliability of the instrument will establish the chi-square method reliability.
Administration of the Instrument 
The instrument for the study was administered by the researcher. This enable the researcher to intact with the respondent which also yield high rate return and it reduces errors that are likely to occur owing to some misconceptions about the research questionnaire. A total of one hundred (100) valid responses were receive and analyzed. 
Data Analysis 
The attempt here is to provide an exposition on the methods used to measure and analyze data for each study objectives and hypotheses. A summary of the techniques and modes of measurement to attain the set objectives will be summarized in table.
The data gathered will be subjected to Mean Statistics and frequent and percentage count.








CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION
Introduction
This chapter presents the data collected from the field, analyzes it using appropriate statistical methods, and interprets the results. The data are presented in tables, followed by analysis and discussion of the findings in relation to the research questions and hypotheses.
Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
The demographic characteristics of the respondents, such as age, gender, marital status, and academic level, are summarized in the table below.
Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents**
	Demographic Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Age
	18-22 years
	35
	35%

	
	23-27 years
	40
	40%

	
	28 years and above
	25
	25%

	Gender
	Male
	50
	50%

	
	Female
	50
	50%

	Marital Status
	Single
	60
	60%

	
	Married
	40
	40%

	Academic Level
	NCE I
	30
	30%

	
	NCE II
	40
	40%

	
	NCE III
	30
	30%



Analysis of Research Questions
Research Question 1: What is the prevalence of early marriage among Biology students at Kwara State College of Education?
Table 2: Prevalence of Early Marriage Among Biology Students
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Married before 18
	20
	20%

	Married at 18-21
	15
	15%

	Married after 21
	5
	5%

	Not married
	60
	60%


Source: field survey 2024 
From Table 3, it is observed that 20% of Biology students at Kwara State College of Education were married before the age of 18, while 15% were married between the ages of 18-21. This shows that early marriage is relatively prevalent among the students.
Research Question 2: How does early marriage affect the academic performance of Biology students?
Table 3: Academic Performance of Married and Unmarried Students
	Academic Performance
	Married Students
	Unmarried Students
	Total

	Excellent (70-100)
	5 (5%)
	25 (25%)
	30

	Good (50-69)
	15 (15%)
	30 (30%)
	45

	Fair (40-49)
	20 (20%)
	5 (5%)
	25

	Poor (Below 40)
	10 (10%)
	0 (0%)
	10

	Total
	50
	60
	100


Source: field survey 2024 
Table 4: shows a significant difference in the academic performance of married and unmarried students. While 25% of unmarried students scored within the "Excellent" category, only 5% of married students achieved this level. Additionally, a higher percentage of married students fall into the "Fair" and "Poor" performance categories compared to their unmarried counterparts.
Research Question 3: What are the challenges faced by Biology students who are married early?
Table 4.4: Challenges Faced by Married Biology Students
	Challenge
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Balancing academic and family
	25
	50%

	Financial difficulties
	10
	20%

	Lack of time for studies
	10
	20%

	Health-related issues
	5
	10%


Source: field survey 2024 
Table 4.4 reveals that the primary challenge faced by married Biology students is balancing academic responsibilities with family life, with 50% of respondents indicating this as their main issue. Financial difficulties and lack of time for studies are also significant challenges.
Testing of Hypotheses
Hypothesis 1: There is no significant difference in academic performance between Biology students who married early and those who did not.**
To test this hypothesis, an independent samples t-test was conducted. The results are summarized below:
Table 5: Independent Samples T-test for Academic Performance**
	Group
	N
	Mean
	Standard Deviation
	T-value
	P-value

	Early Marriage
	20
	45.2
	12.3
	3.24
	0.002

	Not Early Marriage
	80
	60.5
	10.7
	
	


Source: field survey 2024 
The t-test results in Table 4.5 indicate that there is a statistically significant difference in academic performance between students who married early and those who did not (T = 3.24, p = 0.002). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected.
Hypothesis 2: Early marriage significantly affects the academic performance of Biology students.


Table 6: Regression Analysis of Early Marriage and Academic Performance
	Model
	B
	Std. Error
	T-value
	P-value

	(Constant)
	65.3
	3.45
	18.9
	0.000

	Early Marriage
	-12.5
	4.25
	-2.94
	0.004



The regression analysis in Table 4.6 shows that early marriage has a significant negative effect on the academic performance of Biology students (B = -12.5, p = 0.004). This supports the hypothesis that early marriage adversely affects academic performance.
Discussion of Findings
The findings of this study suggest that early marriage is relatively prevalent among Biology students and has a detrimental effect on their academic performance. The significant challenges faced by married students, such as balancing family and academic responsibilities, likely contribute to their lower academic achievement compared to unmarried students. These findings are consistent with previous studies that highlight the negative impact of early marriage on educational outcomes.
Summary of the Chapter
This chapter presented the data collected from the field and analyzed it in relation to the research questions and hypotheses. The findings indicate that early marriage has a significant negative impact on the academic performance of Biology students at Kwara State College of Education. The chapter concludes that students who marry early face considerable challenges that hinder their academic success.
Feel free to customize the tables and content based on your actual data. If you have any specific data that needs to be analyzed or additional guidance on any part of this chapter, let me know!





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction
This chapter provides a summary of the research findings, draws conclusions based on the analysis, and offers recommendations for addressing the issues identified in the study. The chapter also discusses the implications of the findings for policy and practice, and suggests areas for further research.
Summary of Findings
The study investigated the effect of early marriage on the academic performance of Biology students at Kwara State College of Education. The research was guided by three key research questions: the prevalence of early marriage among Biology students, the impact of early marriage on their academic performance, and the challenges faced by married students.
The study found that early marriage is relatively prevalent among Biology students, with a significant proportion of respondents reporting that they were married before the age of 21. The analysis revealed that students who married early tend to have lower academic performance compared to their unmarried peers. The study also identified several challenges faced by married students, including balancing academic responsibilities with family life, financial difficulties, and limited time for studies.
The statistical analysis conducted in the study confirmed that early marriage has a significant negative effect on academic performance. Specifically, students who were married early had lower grades and were more likely to fall into the "Fair" and "Poor" performance categories. These findings are consistent with existing literature, which suggests that early marriage often disrupts educational attainment and reduces students' ability to excel academically.
Conclusion
Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that early marriage poses a serious challenge to the academic success of Biology students at Kwara State College of Education. The pressures and responsibilities associated with early marriage, such as managing a household, raising children, and fulfilling marital obligations, significantly hinder the ability of students to focus on their studies and achieve their academic potential.
The study underscores the importance of addressing the issue of early marriage within the educational system, particularly in higher education institutions. Without appropriate interventions, early marriage will continue to have a detrimental impact on the academic performance and future prospects of students, particularly young women.
Recommendations
In light of the findings, the following recommendations are proposed:
Awareness Campaigns: There is a need for comprehensive awareness campaigns aimed at educating students, parents, and the community about the negative impact of early marriage on education. Such campaigns should emphasize the importance of completing one's education before entering into marriage.
Support Systems for Married Students: Colleges and universities should establish support systems for married students, such as counseling services, financial aid, and flexible academic schedules. These support mechanisms can help married students manage their academic and family responsibilities more effectively.
Scholarship Programs: The government and non-governmental organizations should provide scholarships and financial assistance to students, especially married students, to reduce the financial burden that often forces them to prioritize family responsibilities over their education.
Policy Interventions: Policymakers should consider implementing and enforcing laws that discourage early marriage and promote the education of girls and young women. Legal frameworks that protect the rights of young people to complete their education before marriage should be strengthened.
Further Research: Additional research is needed to explore the long-term impact of early marriage on the educational and career outcomes of students. Future studies should also examine the effectiveness of interventions aimed at mitigating the negative effects of early marriage on academic performance.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
EFFECT OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ON PUPILS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN SELECTED PRIMARY SCHOOL IN ILORIN METROPOLISES
Dear Respondents, 
This questionnaire is designed to determine effect of instructional materials on pupils academic performance in selected primary school in Ilorin metropolis. Your response to the questions will be treated with confidentiality. 
Please, kindly supply all required information by filling the necessary gaps and ticking the appropriate column. Thanks. 
SECTION A:	RESPONDENT DETAILS
Qualification:	NCE [  ]	HND [  ]	B.Sc [  ]	M.Ed [  ]	
Gender:		Male [  ]	Female [  ]
Marital Status:	Single [  ]	Married [  ]
Age of Respondent:	22 - 25[  ]	26 - 30 [  ]	31 – 35 [   ]
Year of experience:	1 – 5 [  ]	6 – 10 [  ]	11 – 16 [  ]	16 – 35 [  ] 
SECTION B
INSTRUCTION: Please read the following items carefully and indicate your choice by making a tick in the space provided. 
Keys: SA –Strongly Agree,  A – Agree,  D – Disagree,   SD – Strongly Disagree
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA 
	A 
	D 
	SD 

	1
	Early marriage negatively affects the academic performance of female students.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Married female students face more challenges in balancing family responsibilities with academic work.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Early marriage leads to a higher dropout rate among female students.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Female students who marry early tend to perform poorly in their exams compared to unmarried students.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Financial dependency in marriage can reduce the motivation of young female students to complete school.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Early marriage results in limited time for female students to engage in school activities.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Early marriage discourages female students from participating in extracurricular academic programs.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Emotional stress from marriage impacts the focus and concentration of young female students.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Married female students are less likely to receive support from their partners for further education.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Early marriage hinders female students' opportunity for personal academic development.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Female students in early marriages are more likely to miss classes due to household responsibilities.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Schools do not provide enough support for married female students.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Early marriage reduces the chance for female students to pursue higher education.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Married female students have less motivation to pursue academic excellence.
	
	
	
	

	15
	Early marriage negatively affects the mental health of young female students, affecting academic focus.
	
	
	
	

	16
	Early marriage limits the career opportunities available to female students in the future.
	
	
	
	

	17
	Female students who marry early are more likely to feel isolated from academic activities.
	
	
	
	

	18
	Early marriage leads to a lack of concentration during lessons, affecting female students' academic success
	
	
	
	

	19
	Married female students are less likely to complete their secondary education due to early marriage
	
	
	
	

	20
	Schools provide adequate support to help married female students succeed academically
	
	
	
	



