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ABSTRACT
	This study focused on the effect of class-size on academic performance in English language in selected junior secondary school students in Irepodun LGA. Four research questions were raised for the purpose of effectively carrying out the study, after which questionnaires were structured to elict information from both teachers and students. Fifty students and teachers were randomly selected from five different schools in the area of focus and the percentage method of statistical analysis was used to analyze the data collected. It was discovered from the study that large class-size is a great challenge to achieving success in the teaching and learning of English Language, as teachers could hardly prove their efficacy in classes thereby resulting to poor output from students. It was therefore recommended by the researcher that government should make adequate provision for language instructional materials and at the same time workshops and seminars language to curb the menace of class-size in our secondary school.    
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The role of teacher in imparting knowledge to learners in any educational system cannot be overemphasised. (Rohwer, 2017) stated that, meaning is given to any curriculum of instructional at the execution stage. On the contrary, teachers in small classes are able to pay great attention to their students and the benefit from the presented activities is considered to be high. From that, who can say that it is abundantly evident that English teachers encounter great challenges when teaching large classes as they encounter difficulties in knowing all students in the class, having time for all individuals or presenting effective activities and therefore many students, especially the weak ones, tend to lose concentration. Another problem which is borne out in the words of the teachers, and hinders the learning process in large classes is identifying and controlling students who tend to distract their classmates from concentrating on the lesson.
It is undoubtedly obvious that English language in Nigeria has an enormous importance so much that for over a century now, it has continued to enjoy the pride of place in all spheres of the nations endeavour education, business, communication, to mention a few. English language today has gained constitutional recognition to have served as an official language and even gaining the advantage of being the first language (L1) over the Mother Tongue (MT). On the other hand, education planners like Okoro, (2015) and others opined that “few students per class are uneconomical, as they do not make full use of space and learning materials”. This implies that small class-size is also not beneficial as optional use of human and material resources would not be attained.
Adegbija, (2007) emphasised that the importance and position of English language in the country’s educational system still suffers set back in its output. This has been ascertained and established by various examination bodies, government, educational planners and individuals.
Awoniyi, (2018) cited that the importance of English language in our society, still suffers a great set-back in all of our institutions of learning. It is highly paramount to mention at this juncture that one of the reasons giving for the mass failure in the subject is large class-size. This reason is identified by both students and teachers of English language. It is as a result of this that the researcher needs to throw a search light on this subject matter to ascertain the fact if truly class-size, whether large or small influence the teaching and learning of English language. Moreover, it shall be known at the end of this research, the ways by which teachers of English language teach the subject effectively in an over-crowded class.


Statement of the Problem
The problems of teaching and learning of English language are not restricted to secondary schools levels only, but cut across all levels of education. These problems such as lack of sufficient instructional materials and other teaching facilities that could aid teaching and learning processes in the classroom, challenges faced by teachers in managing class with over populated students, inability of the gifted and talented students to participate fully in the class activities and vice versa,  Poor teaching strategies and approaches adopted by teachers in large class-size need to be taken care of, especially at the primary school level which other levels are built upon. These problems therefore, consequently result in the fall of education standard in Nigeria.
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study aimed to investigate the problems associated with class-size on the teaching and learning of English language in junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government Area Kwara State. In specific terms, the study aimed to:
1. Ascertain if large class-size has effects on student’s learning performance in English.
2. Investigate if the set lesson objectives are achievable in a large class-size
3. Provide English language teachers with appropriate teaching methods and techniques in large classes; and 
4. Foster teacher-students interaction for full participation of students in the classroom.
Research Questions
	The following research questions are raised to guide the study:
1. Does large class-size has any effects on the students learning performance in English?
2. Are the lesson objectives achievable in a large class-size?
3. Does teacher’s method of teaching in a small class-size has effect on students’ learning?
4. Do students participate well in a large class-size?
Research Hypotheses
HO1: There is no significant effect of large class size on students’ learning.
HO2:  There is no significant impact of lesson objectives in a large class size.
HO3:  There is no significant effect of teacher’s method of teaching in a small class-size on students’ learning.
HO4:  There is significant difference between large class population and academic performance of students.


Significance of the Study
The significance of the study lies in the fact that little has been written on problem associated with class-size on the teaching and learning of English language in junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State and Nigeria as a whole. The study will therefore:-
1. Assist teachers of English language in adopting suitable teaching methods in teaching over-populated classes coupled with proper management.
2. Provide educational planners and curriculum planners with ways of combating problems of teaching English language in over-populated classes.
3. Serve as a measure for government to know their weaknesses and this make provision for infrastructural and human resources management.
Scope of the Study
This research work examines the problem associated with class-size on the teaching and learning of English language in selected junior secondary schools. It is worth mentioning that this study focuses on some selected junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government and not the entire Kwara State and the figures provided therein are based on the responses of the teachers and students of the selected schools, which is believed to cover the entire Local Government Area. This research is limited to this area as a result of some constraints but could still be valuable in educational planning.
Operational Definition of Terms
The following terms are constantly used in the research work and are briefly explained to avoid ambiguity.
Class-size: an educational tool that can be used to describe the average number of students per class in a school.
Mother Tongue or L1: the first language that a child acquires when he or she is a baby or is a native language of a child particularly the local language of the father rather than language learned.
L2: known as second language and it is mostly the official language or the language learnt after the acquisition of the first language.
Instructional Material: may also be called teaching aid and it is the material used to facilitate learning process.
J.S.S: an educational institution where the second stage of the three schooling periods known as junior secondary education are offered.

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
This chapter will look at the various contributions of different scholars who have contributed to the related topic. These are the sub-themes that will be discussed:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Meaning and Nature of Class size
b. Problems of English Language Learning in Large and Small Class Size
c. Effects of Class Size on the Academic Performance of JSS Students
d. Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Meaning and Nature of Class Size
Class-size is simply an educational tool that can be used to describe the average number of students per class in a school, in Order to impact and measure their academic performance. The concept of class-size has been given series of definitions in different contexts by educationists. Hoffman, (2017) defined class-size as the number of students per teacher in a class. While Kennedy, (2019) sees it as a tool that can be used to measure educational system. In relation to class-size Stepaniuk, (2019) argued that there are approved norms of class-size, 40 students per class for the grade 1 to 8. This is in line with the National Policy on Education under section 5 sub-sections 27 which states that the ratio of teacher and students in the class for secondary school should be 1:40 meaning that as far as Nigeria is concerned, the approved number of students in a class should be 40 students per teacher.
Class-size based on students population is therefore divided into two, these categories are small class-size and large class-size.
(a) Large class-size: What is considered small in one country, (e.g. Pakistan, China and some other developed nations) may be seen as large class in another country such as North-America. Even within the same country, perception and experience of class-size varies according to different factors such as students’ age and level. However, general 41 and above is considered large, Lithuanian Association of Teachers of English as a foreign language (LATEFL) (43rd LATEFL conference 2019). 
Therefore, a large, class-size is one in which “the possibility of individual relationship between professor (teacher) and students is precluded, in which not every student who wants to speak in class can do so, and in which grading essay exams can take up every evening and weekend of the course (Welmer, 2017) Lithuanian Association of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language (LATEFL) (43rd LATEFL (conference, 2017) also opined that a large class is the one which “students face problems in learning, managing and evaluating”. It is also defined as a class in “which there are many challenges and opportunities of the teachers as well as for the learners in terms of managing resources, time and space.
The above definitions depict that a large class-size is any class where there are challenges of students in having a problem of free learning processes, which at the end makes evaluation more time consuming than normal.
(b) Small class-size: The National Council of Teachers of English of United States (NCTE) (2018) described a small class-size as a class where there is increase in teacher-student contact and interactions among students help them understand one another, and increase their desire to assist one another. 
Therefore scholars cited their opinion that small class-size is a class in which there is less or no concentration on class control and management of students delinquencies and deviance. A small class-size is a class with the population of students ranging from 1 to 40. 
They also cited that lots of argument has been generated by teachers, students and even educational planners within and outside Nigeria as if there is any effect of class-size on the learning of English language. The results of researchers on this subject varied from country to country. Glass and Smith, (2017), conducted a research on this subject and concluded that “the average size when class-sizes were reduced from 25 to 15 was 0.9, but more importantly, there was a non-linear effect”. He at the end argued that what matters is the quality of instruction, teacher’s attitude, school climate and interpersonal regard. Hattie, (2015), after researching on the subject matter in almost all the countries of world finalized that “… it has been difficult to find studies identifying differential effects of achievement relating to class-size”. Dean, (2017), compared class-size in some countries and found that Turkey, Norway and Netherland had the class-sizes of 20 or more, the UK, USA, Japan, Canada and Ireland had sizes between 15 to 20.
However, in Nigeria, educational planners like Nwadlani, (2014), argued that the higher the class-size the lower the cost of education. He contended however, that most classrooms are overcrowded, spreading resources thinly and thereby affecting their quality of education. Ajayi, (2016) supported the view points and argued that in order to control rising capital cost of education, the average class-size could be increased. Toth, Montagna and Quinn, (2017) reported that the increase in enrolment in many institutions which has become major concerns of students could definitely which has become major concerns of students could definitely lead to an increase in class-size. Contrary to Ajayi, Nwadlani and others, Commeyras, (2013), opined that “effective teaching seems impractical for teacher educator having large class-size of 50, 75, 100 or more”.
To this end, the concept of class-size is generally accepted as a toll in achieving educational goal and objectives with the population of 40 students as basic standard. Despite this, there has not been unanimous agreement on the influence of class-size on the students outcome in the learning of English language; yet teachers and students’ complaints especially in this area of study is the class size being too large, which causes deviance and delinquencies on the part of the students and loss of concentration and inability to meet the objectives of the lesson on the part of the teachers.
Problems of English Language Learning in Large and Small Class-Size 
Having considered the concept of class size and views of educationists on its influence on learning of English language in relation to students’ performance, the problems of teaching in both classes size need to be looked into. To determine the problem of any teaching such as; English, the outcome or performance of the student needs to be ascertained. In terms of output, Sinmkins, (2013), reported that output “represents the immediate result of the system activities”. According to him, “the main outputs in education are expressed in terms of learning that is changes in the knowledge, skills and attitude of individuals as a result of their experiences within the educational system”. Tsang, (2016), remarked that output consists of educational effects such as cognitive and non cognitive skills that are learned by students. In agreement to this, Lord, (2016), enumerated four major areas in which the measurement of output in education could be analyzed. This as he listed includes the assessment by the teachers; standard examinations as a measure of educational output; other standardized tests for national and local monitoring and market research techniques.


Effects of Class Size on the Academic Performance of JSS Students
A large class-size as earlier stated is a class in which teacher concentrates more on management and control of the students rather than working towards the achievement of the lesson objectives. A large class-size therefore base on definitions could also be referred to as over-crowded classroom. Most of the secondary schools in Kwara state, particularly those of Ilorin West Local Government hardly meet the standard of the teacher-students ratio. It has been noticed that the minimum population of students in various classes are 50 and above. As a result of this, students are tending to face difficulties in learning processes. 
Ijaya, (2017), in her research opined that a large class-size offers nothing but noise making, difficulty of cheating students, restriction of teacher’s movements to the front of the class and inadequate participation in the lesson by students sitting at the back. She added that the increase in examination malpractices cannot be divorced from poor sitting arrangement in classroom. She finalized that the quantity and quality of interactions are likely to be adversely affected due to lack of space for moving round the class and the overwhelming number of students that the teacher has to deal with within a forty-minute lesson.
Though many researchers have concluded that large class-size posses lots of problems, but Hess, (2018), on the contrary states that large classes have many advantages. He affirmed that the number of the students if so huge; it means more communication and interaction in the classroom, moreover a diversity of human assets. In addition, outstanding students will cooperate with their weak peers. In support of this, clarified that while the teacher has a big number of students and cannot provide help to all students, nevertheless students can expand strategies to be better by doing peer-teaching and group effort, thus benefiting and nurturing an environment of cooperation and mutual end.
Juxtaposing the merits and the demerits of large class-sizes, it would be realised that large class-size forces teachers to be teacher-centered and Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) based on research is not effective when a teacher is teacher-centered. The national capital language resources council of the United States (UCLRC, 2017) identified the two major drawbacks in teacher centered model of teaching. These are:
(a) it involves only a minority of students in actual language learning. 
(b) it gives students knowledge about language, but does not necessarily enable them to use it for purpose that interests them.
Efficiency and effectiveness of English language learning in a small class-size to some extent is known. Some researchers have investigated and concluded that the class-size has nothing to do with the students’ achievement while lots of them are of the opinion that effectiveness of teaching is high when there is reduction in class-size. NCTE, (2018) has identified the following encouraging results from small class-size and improving instructional materials:
i. Smaller classes result in increased teacher-students contact.
ii. More learning activities take place in small class-size.
iii. Students in smaller classes show more appreciation for one another and more desire to participate in classroom activities.
iv. Smaller class-sizes allow for potential disciplinary problems to be identified and resolved more quickly.
v. Smaller classes result in higher teacher morale and reduce stress.
vi. Less retention, fewer referrals to special education, and fewer dropouts are the ultimate rewards of class-size reduction.
Lithuanian Association of Teachers of English as a foreign language (LATEFL) (43rd LATEFL conference 2019), argued that in small classes, teachers move from group to individual instruction; time spent on procedural activities is reduced; time on review increases. In support of small class-size, Blatchford, (2002) commented that in small classes, there exist individualization of teaching and less time spent in management or procedural activities, hence more teaching overall. 
To contradict the positive influence of learning English language in small class-size, Bakare, (2013), affirmed that smaller classes were correlated with smaller number of teacher-students interactions and less questions from students. He added that there would be less lecturing from the teacher and more prying and waiting for responses when teachers asked questions. Nigeria being a developing nation with limited resources seems to denounce the reign of small class-size. Adeyemi, (2014), portrayed this by saying that average class-size could be reduced by decreasing the average class-size in schools. 
Support giving to large class-size is majorly warranted especially in Nigeria schools as a result of economic factors. Researchers have therefore shown that the negatively attached to English language learning in large class-size out weight that of small class-size. While small classes focus on move time to identify problems and provide feedback, large classes’ teachers experience more stress along with issues of control, marking etc. 
In Blatchford, (2012) research, he concluded that “…while small class-size will not make a bad teacher better, they can allow teachers to be more effective. Boyer, (2015), also concluded that “the central qualities that make learning successful can be simply stated thus:- command of the material to be learnt a contagious enthusiasm for the play of ideas, optimism about human potential, the involvement of  students.
	When these combinations are present in the classroom, the impact of a teacher can be powerful and enduring.
Educators and administrators in higher education are often concerned with the class size due to the monetary costs and benefits of smaller versus larger class enrollments. An additional concern is that the size of a class may affect a student’s ability to learn. According to Roimondo, Esposito and Gershenbeg, (2012), there is a negative relationship between class size as an introductory cause and subsequent performance in an intermediate course depending on the course content.
However, there have been mixed result regarding the effect  problem of class size on students’ Performance Kokkelenberg, Dillon and Christy, (2018) results likely depend on other variables that affect a student’s ability to process and learn information, such as instructor quality, course content and exam difficulty.
Although, issues of budgeting and learning are important, students’ preferences for and assumptions about larger and smaller class size should also be considered, as these preferences might affect student’s attitudes and motivation, along with students investment in their education. A related issue to consider is whether class size preference differ for major versus non-major courses or for required versus non-require courses. Previous studies have explored the various factors that may contribute to students class size preferences.
When students enter a classroom, they likely have a preconceived notion of how the size of the class will determine the learning environment. Theory and research supported the conclusion that active learning in higher education, with activities and discussions during which students must participate instead of being lecture to by instructors can help students learn and remember information more effectively (Butler, & Phillman, (2018).
 However, this type of learning is typically assumed to be easier to foster in smaller classes, with lower students: teacher ratio, classroom discussion and activities involving more students compare to larger classes. In regard to student preferences of class size, research has found that over all students provide more negative evaluations of large class size (Bedard and Kuhn, 2018) prefer smaller class size (Feiganbaum and Fried, 2016), suggesting that they too might enjoy the active learning style often seen in smaller classes.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed 
 To critically analyze the subject matter, it has been generally accepted that class-size is a vital educational tool that determines the learning outcome in any education system. The unanimous agreement of researchers on the subject matter of discourse is that class size could be large or small. Having investigated into the two categories of class-size, both with demerits and merits, which influence the learning of English language.
Significantly, the large class-size tends to make teachers being over-worked with added weight of extra students, having strain on resources, students with disabilities are at disadvantage because they may not get the individualized attention, and teachers are tend to experience discomfort, problems of controlling and evaluation; lack of individual attention and as a whole bad learning outcome. The small class-size on the other hand, though being condemned for economic purpose, has many advantages such as more interaction with teachers, identification of individual differences, sense of concentration and helping hand being rendered by peers and many more.
As a result of the negative influence of the large class-size on learning, the need to overcome the problem is then necessitated to facilitate proper learning of English language. It is discovered that for effective teaching of English, teacher needs to select and utilize appropriate instructional strategies.
Furthermore, the problem-solution approach needs to be adopted by English language teachers for effective teaching and learning coupled with the adoption of good methods and techniques of teaching and mastery of the language learning.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Introduction 
This chapter is set to expose readers to the kind of methods and approaches used by the researcher in carrying out his research. The research was carried out and discussed under the following sub-headings: 
a. Research Design
b. Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
c. Instrumentation
d. Validity of the Instrument
e. Reliability of the Instrument 
f. Procedure for Data Collection
g. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design 
This research makes use of survey method of descriptive research. This is done in an attempt to collect data and valid information for the manipulation of the variable in order to determine the current status of the population or sample of the population.
This method was be used to collate information about the problem of class-size on the teaching and learning of English language. To achieve this, questionnaire was use for data collection.
Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
The population of this research is basically teachers and students of English language Irepodun Local Government of Kwara State. Due to the fact that the whole English language teachers and students in Irepodun Local Government cannot be assessed, the researcher therefore used random sample techniques in order to achieve the possible outcome of the whole population.
As stated earlier, the researcher used random sampling techniques for this study. The schools that are randomly selected were used to generalised the population.
The accessible population includes Junior Secondary School students, five (5) junior secondary schools were selected and 50 English students and teachers were randomly selected in these 5 schools i.e 10 students were selected in each school. These junior secondary schools are:-
i. Government Day Junior Secondary School, Malete, Kwara State
ii. Government Day Junior Secondary School, Oloru, Kwara State
iii. Junior Secondary School, Ajengbe, Bode-Sa’adu, Kwara State
iv. Government Day Junior Secondary School, Sa’adu, Kwara State
v. Government Day Junior Secondary School, Jebba, Kwara State
Instrumentation 
The instrument used by the researcher was mainly the questionnaire meant for the junior secondary school teachers and students. The researcher assumed that the information derived from their responses will be valuable as those who are directly involved in the teaching-learning processes.
The questionnaire is categorised into 2 Sections, Section A and B. Section A requires the personal information of respondents. This involves question like name of school, the school being taught, teachers experience etc. In section B, questions were carefully organised respectively. These are questions that tackle the general problems of teachers and students in teaching and learning of English language in large and small class-size.
Validity of the Instrument
In respect of the validity of the instrument, the draft copy of the questionnaire was shown to the project supervisor, after which necessary corrections were made to correlate with the study in question before a final copy was eventually produced and administered to the respondents.
Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability refers to consistency of scores or answer from the administration of an instrument to another and from one set of item to another. The researcher believes that the percentage used was reliable because the questionnaires used for collecting data for this study are highly reliable as they undergo from supervisor i.e test re-test collected were reliable because the respondents were given questions by marking or ticking any option to each question twice within a period of two weeks. Therefore, the results of the two test were then correlated by using the Pearson Product Moment Co-efficient 0.69 was considered suitable for this study.
Procedure for Data Collection 
The questionnaires were distributed to 10 students in each selected Junior Secondary School in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State with the permission from each principal of the various schools. The questionnaires were responded by students after the explanation of the purpose of the study by the researcher. 
With cooperation of the head teachers and students, most of the questionnaires were directly collected by the researcher and some through the head teacher.
Data Analysis Techniques
After the collection of data, the researcher sorts the questionnaire into two. One part of the questionnaire favoured the large class-size and the other favoured the small class-size. Frequencies were then expressed in percentage, based on the total number of responses. Data collected were analyzed through the use of frequency and percentage and the result of this analysis were used in making the decision of whether to accept or to reject the research questions.


CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION AND DATA ANALYSIS 
This chapter presents and discusses the analysis of the data gathered from the questionnaires that were administered by the researcher. The data that will be presented consists of 50 Students responses that are randomly selected from five (5) schools in Irepodun Local Government, Kwara State. 
Research Question 1: Does large class-size has any effect on the student’s learning?
Table 1: Analysis of Student’s Responses on Whether Large Class-Size has any Effect on Students’ Learning.
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	1
	Does the high population in the class has any effect on learning English language?
	22
	44
	28
	56

	2
	Does the high population of students in the class have any significant impact on the teaching and learning in class? 
	22
	44
	28
	56

	3
	Does the student comprehend easily in the large size of the students in class?
	21
	42
	29
	58


Source: Field Survey, 2023
It is obvious that the presentation in table 1 shows that  twenty two (22) respondents covering 44% of the respondents responses affirmed that; high population have effect on the learning of English, while twenty eight (28) of the responses covering 56% response that high population does not  has any effect on the learning.
Also, twenty two (22) which is (44%) respondents opine that high population of students in the class have impact on the teaching and learning in class. On the other hand, twenty eight (28) students equivalent to 56% disagree that high population has no significant impact in learning of English.
However, twenty one (21) respondents i.e. 42% agree that students comprehend easily in the large size class. While twenty nine (29) which is equal to 58% disagrees that it is not easy for students to comprehend in large class size.
Research Question 2: Are the lesson objectives achievable in a large class-size?
Table 2: showing whether the lesson objective achieve in large class-size.
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	4
	Does the high population of students in class has any effect in the classroom control?
	25
	50
	25
	50

	5
	Does the teacher achieve the behavioural objective in the large class of student? 
	26
	52
	24
	48

	6
	Will the teacher be able to identify individual differences in class due to the large class of students?
	20
	40
	30
	60


Source: Field Survey, 2023
From the data presented in table 2, it can be deduced that 25 respondents i.e 50% testify that teacher has problem of classroom control in high population of students, while 25 students i.e 50% disagrees with the statement. 
On the other hand, twenty six (26) respondents i.e 52% confirm that the teacher achieve the behavioural objective in the large class and twenty four (24) students i.e 48% disagrees that teacher cannot achieve behavioural objective in large class.     
Consequently, in items 6, twenty (20) respondents which is 40% agrees that teacher can identify individual differences in large class. On the other hand, thirty (30) respondents which is 60% disagrees that teacher cannot identify individual differences in large class.
Research question 3: Does teacher’s method of teaching in a small class-size have effect on students’ learning?
Table 3: Analysis of Teacher’s Method of Teaching in a Small Class-Size.
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	7
	Does the high population of students in the class have any effect on teacher’s effectiveness in English language?
	24
	48
	26
	52

	8
	Will the teacher be comfortable in the large class of students?
	18
	36
	32
	 64

	9
	Does the teacher use appropriate teaching method in the high population of students in class?
	28
	56
	22
	44


Source: Field Survey, 2023
In table three, it is glaring that twenty four (24) respondents i.e. 48% respond that the high population of students has effect on teacher’s effectiveness in English language, while 26 i.e 52% of them disagrees that high population of students in the class have effect on teacher’s effectiveness in English language?
Moreover, eighteen (18) respondents equivalent to 36% affirm that the teacher will be comfortable in the large class of students, while (32) students i.e 64% disagrees that teacher will not be comfortable in large class size not to talk of using the appropriate method to teach the students.
For item 9, twenty eight (28) respondents 56% testify that teacher appropriate method of teaching in high class while, twenty two (22) equated to 44% confirm that teacher will not use appropriate teaching method in the high class.
Research Question 4: Do students participate well in a large class-size?
Table 4: showing whether students participate in a large class-size.
	S/N
	Items
	Yes
	%
	No
	%

	10
	Is there going to be teaching and learning in large size of students in class?
	27
	54
	23
	26

	11
	Will students be able to participate in small class size classroom?
	35
	70
	15
	 30

	12
	Will students be able to participate well in large class with the uses of instructional material?
	 30
	60
	20
	40


Source: Field Survey, 2023
Table 4 shows that (27) which is 54% respondents accepted that there will be teaching and learning in large size, while (23) which represents 26% opined there is no teaching and learning in large size class.
Furthermore, thirty five (35) respondents which is 70% confirm that students can participate fully in small class size classroom, while fifteen (15) students i.e 30% of the students cannot participate well in small class size.
Also, (30) respondents i.e 60% portrays that students can participate well with the uses of instructional material in large class size. While 20 respondents i.e 40% disagree that students cannot participate well in large class with the uses of instructional material.
Discussion of Findings
The data presentation in table 1 indicates that students’ population does not really have much effect on students’ learning.  Though three questions in table 1, the total respondents are more than 40 in their various classes, yet they have the opportunity of contributing to the lesson. This development cannot be divorced from the experience of the teachers which helps them to manage largely populated class. This fact is derived from the researchers finding in the questionnaire where 170% of the students strongly pointed out that their learning and teaching help in managing overpopulated class.
In table 2 items 1, the response concerning this research question depicts that 50% states that teachers have effective classroom control in high populated class. The respondents affirm that teacher can achieve behavioural objective in large class. Also, in item three, can identify that teacher can identify individual difference in overpopulated class; in opposition to this, some students disagree with this opinion.
In table 3 of the data analysis shows that the analysis from research question 2 can therefore be summarized to affirm that students’ population does not has effect on teachers not to use appropriate method of teaching and comfortable in large class. Likewise, in some schools the high population of students cause problem in learning of English language.
Similarly table 3 in item 3, 56% of the respondents also confirms that their English teachers are able to carry the students along when the teachers use appropriate method of teaching.
In research question 4, this deals with the participation of students in large class size. Students have conducive learning participation in class with the uses of instructional material because in many schools in Irepodun Local Government, they are much in population, but their teacher helps them with the uses of instructional material.
	All the items stated on research question 4 indicate that the percentage of students concluded that the high population can affect learning but when the teacher used instructional materials teaching and learning become convenience to students.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary
This study is aimed at researching and determining the problems associated with class-size in learning of English Language in Selected Junior Secondary Schools in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.
The study was conducted in five (5) selected junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government, after fifty students and  teachers were randomly picked to collate the data. To ensure the validity and reliability of result, unstructured questionnaire was conducted for some of the students and teachers.
At the end of this research the study revealed that:
1. Virtually all the junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government are faced with the large class-size syndrome. The study shows that the least population of students per class is 50 as against the policy in the National Policy on Education which states 1:40 as teacher-students ratio (section 5 sub-section 27);
2. The students’ learning of English language is being married by the teeming population of students as it reduces the efficacy of the subject teachers, who find coping with students in large class-size challenging;
3. Teaching English language in classes of small class-size is easier as teachers are able to evaluate the students without being burdened by their population. Through this, teachers can also evaluate their own teaching methodology to suit the needs of each student.
4. Teachers who have longer years of experience can easily manage and handle large class-sizes effectively but at times do not meet their lesson objectives.
5. Students from large class-size perform below standard unlike their counterparts from non-populated classes.
6. There is always increase in teacher-students interaction and high participation in lesson when handling students of lower class-sizes than students of populated classes.
7. Instructional materials are meagerly spread among students in large sizes.
Conclusion 
From the result of the research, it is glaring that class-size has great effects in learning of English language. Students of the large class-size suffer a lot in their acquisition of skills in English language. They are subjected to lack of adequate learning and low dedication to the study of the language. The teachers in large class-size equally find it difficult to discharge their duties as a result of the superfluous population of students in the class.
It is highly advantageous for the government, the school, the teachers and the students to consider the recommendations that would be highlighted.
Recommendations 
Having discovered the aforementioned from the study the following recommendations are therefore postulated to solve the challenges in learning of English language in large class-size.
1. Workshops and seminars should be organized for teachers of English language periodically to enhance and improve their classroom efficiencies.
2. Government should make provision for more language instructional materials such as language lab, conducive and serene learning environment for the purpose of optimizing the teacher’s and students’ output in English Language.
Suggestions for Further Studies 
	The following suggestions are made for further studies
a) The impact of class-size on the academic performance of English language student.
b) The factors responsible for the problems of the class size in teaching and learning of English language.
c) A research on the same study should be explored in other local government of the state in order to yield more coherence picture of the present situations.
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APPENDIX
STUDENTS’ QUESTIONNAIRE 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CLASS-SIZE QUESTIONNAIRE 
Dear Respondents,
The questionnaire is strictly designed to investigate into the effects of class-size on the academic performance in English language of junior secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government Area, Kwara State. All information supplied shall be treated with utmost confidentiality. Kindly respond to the items by ticking (√) in the spaces provided. 
Thanks for your cooperation.
Yours faithfully,

Olawuyi Timileyin Oluwapelumi
SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION
Name of School: ………………………………………………………………..
Class: ………………………………………………………………………….
Gender: Male (   ), Female (    )
Class being Taught:…………………………………………………………….
Years of Teaching Experience:………………………………………………..
Number of English Teachers in the school:……………………………………
SECTION B: QUESTIONNAIRE ITEMS
Instruction: Please tick the column that best suits your opinion by ticking (√) Yes or No.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	Yes 
	No

	1
	Does the high population in the class has any effect on learning English language? 
	
	

	2
	Does the high population of students in the class have any significant impact on the teaching and learning in class?
	
	

	3
	Does the student comprehend easily in the large class size of the students in class?
	
	

	4
	Does the high population of students in the class have any effect on teacher’s effectiveness in English language?
	
	

	5
	Will the teacher be comfortable in the large class of students?
	
	

	6
	Does the teacher use appropriate teaching method in the high population of students in class?
	
	

	7
	Does the high population of students in class has any effect in the classroom control?
	
	

	8
	Does the teacher achieve the behavioural objective in the large class of student?
	
	

	9
	Will the teacher be able to identify individual differences in the class due to the large class of students?
	
	

	10
	Is there going to be teaching and learning in large size of students in class?
	
	

	11
	Will students be able to participate in small class size classroom?
	
	

	12
	Will students be able to participate well in large class with the uses of instructional materials?
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