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ABSTRACT
This study focused on the ‘Role of Christian Religious Education on the Social, Moral and Educational Development of students in Ilorin South L.G.A., Kwara state. Ten secondary schools were randomly selected from the study area while twenty respondents were selected from each of the ten schools. Altogether, two hundred respondents were used for this study. The questionnaires were distributed to the respondents for their comments and suggestions. Three research hypotheses were postulated for the study and simple percentage computation was used to analyze the data collection. The results showed that Christian Religious Education have impact on the Social, Moral and Educational development in Ilorin South L.G.A., Kwara state.  It is therefore, recommended that Christian Religion Education should be emphasized at every level with a view to ultimately have impact and transform the society for good.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study
Religion plays a unique and indispensable role in the lives of people in every society. It serves as a light in a dark tunnel showing them the way out of any naughty issue.  It also binds people of various ethnic backgrounds together. Nigeria being a multi-religious society has at one time been controlled and manipulated by Christianity, Islam and traditional worshippers.
The introduction of a new religion in any society is often treated critically believing that the new religion has come to dominate and eradicate their existing way of life. Nobody is in haste to abandon his faith for the new one. The missionaries adopted different strategies, ranging from establishments of health centres to cater for the physical disability of the people; a system of apprenticeship was also organized to train some people as carpenters, mechanics, farming, etc. Also, Educational institutions ranging from nursery school, primary school, modern school, secondary schools, Grade II College and Bible College were established. They established these schools to win/coverts to the new faith, train manpower for church laymen, messengers and teachers to teach the people how to read and write. To this end, we can rightly submit that whatever progress every society have made today is due to efforts of the missionaries. They have put the people in the paths of civilization.  The advent of Christianity in every society has provided great opportunity for the development of Education. 
Also, in the area of literacy, many people have been effectively educated. Apart from this, most of people are now in gainful employment; hence the problem of pushing them to the background has been solved.  In this case, most people are teachers’ politicians, engineers, doctors, etc. Those that opted for trading are trader’s indifferent cities.
Again, the study of Christian Religious Education cannot be considered entirely a historical event. However, the historical component of Religious Education is indispensable as the content of secondary schools’ curriculum is historical where the students study the nature of man and God, dealing with men and God’s expectation from men as recorded in the Holy Scriptures.  It is important to note that there are three majorly religions in Nigeria. These are; Christianity, Islam and African Traditional Religion but attention will be focused more on the Christian Religious Education. The teaching of Christian Religious Education becomes more important for proper development of education pursuit among secondary schools students. The study of Christian Religious Education in schools is for students to discover individual gifts and talents. It is believed that if Christian Religious Education is effectively taught in schools and its goals realized, the educational and religious lives of the students will be positively ultimately good impacts on the society as a whole.
1.2 Statement of the Problem
Research revealed from the history of Western Education that Bible knowledge was integral part of the school curriculum during the missionary era. As a result of the government taking over, the Western Education from the Missionaries in 1960, the establishing of schools since then has begun experiencing diverse problems in Christian Religious Studies. It is observed that less attention has been given to this subject especially in the Northern part of the country. In some schools, the subject is not taught at all, hence is urgent for attention at this pathetic condition of religious education in Nigeria secondary schools with specific focus. (Haka, 2006)
Again, the absent of Christian Religious Education in school can make Christian life of students not different from the life of others in the society. 
Christian Religious Education also contributes to the social and moral life of students if not neglected. Teaching of Christian Religious Education in school enhances students’ educational development. Some believe that if a student can study the Bible and memorize them; such students will be very intelligent to memorize what they have been taught in school. It is based on this assertion above the study tends to examined the impact of Christian Religious Education on the social, moral and educational development of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara state.


1.3 Purpose of the Study
However, the specific objectives of this study it to;
examine the impact of Christian Religious Education on the moral behaviour of secondary school students.
investigate how Christian Religious Education affect the educational development of secondary school student.
examine the impact of Christian Religious Education on the social development of secondary school students. 
1.4 Research Questions
The following research questions were postulated for the research.
i. Does Christian Religious education impact the moral behaviour of secondary school students?
ii. Does Christian Religious education affect the educational development of secondary school student?
iii. Does Christian Religious education have impact on the social development of secondary school students?
1.5 Research Hypotheses
HO1: There is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and moral behaviour of secondary school students.
HO2: There is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and educational development of secondary school students.
HO3: There is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school students.
1.6 Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will benefit the students, teachers, parents, and educational stakeholders.
To teachers, they will understand the purpose of teaching Christian Religious Studies as it has great impact to student social life, moral life and educational development.
To students they will be enlightened on how the study of Christian Religious Education can add impart to their social, moral and educational development.
The study will be an eye opener to the parents on how Christian Religious Studies subject contribute positively to their children social, moral and educational development.
To educational stakeholders, the finds of the study will benefit the educational stakeholders to support teachers teaching Christian Religious studies subject and provide instructional aids to help improve the teaching of Christian Religious Studies subject.



1.7 Delimitation of the Study
The study will be limited to Christian Religious Studies teachers in Ten (10) selected secondary school in Ilorin South L.G.A., Kwara state, due to limited time, far distance of some schools in the area, limited resources and financial constraints.
1.8 Operational Definition of Terms
Religion: To give an adequate meaning of religion is almost next to impossible because religion means different things to different people. Hebert Spencer says “religion is a feeling of wonder in the presence of the unknown”. According to Lawal (2003), says religion is the man’s awareness concerning the existence of supernatural being who is considered to be the creator of heaven and earth. Religion serves as a check on the behaviours of the adherent. It emphasizes beliefs in life after death and judgment. There is reward for any good done (paradise) and punishment for evil (Hell fire). This, therefore, restricts people from abstaining from evil and encourages them to do the right.
Education: The term “Education” comes from a Latin expression EDUCARE, which means “leading out” “directing”, “drawing out” from the meaning of Education, we can say that education encompasses learning how to read and write in school. According to A.A. Adeyinka defined education as the process of cultural transmission and renewal, the process whereby the adult members of a society carefully guide the development of infants and younger ones, initiating them into the culture of that society. In a nutshell, education involves passing of ideas, beliefs, knowledge, skills, and cultural practices from one generation to another purposely for the survival and sustain ability of the society and the development of its members.
Religious Education: Religious education is an academic subject giving to children and young people in order to enable us to known what we and others believe, thus developing in us the spirit of tolerance. These subjects include Christian Religious Studies, Islamic Religious Studies and African traditional religion.
Development: Development is a complex issue with many different and sometimes contentious definitions. A basic perspective simply means a process whereby a present situation is being improved upon so that it’s noticeable. It is also used to describe not only increased in aggregate but also change in the structure of output.










CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter is concerned with the review of related works to the subject matter of the study under the following sub-headings:
2.1 Concept of Religion and Religious Education
2.2 Development of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria
2.3 Problem that Impede Effective Teaching of Religious Education in Secondary
      Schools 
2.4 Christian Religious Education and Knowledge Acquisition 
2.5 Aims of Teaching Christian Religious Education in Schools
2.6 Summary of Reviewed Literature
2.1 Concept of Religion and Religious Education
	Religious Education (RE) is a multifaceted field that encompasses the teaching and learning of religious beliefs, practices, values, and histories. It is integral to the development of cultural literacy and moral values, fostering understanding and respect for diverse religious traditions. Over the past few years, the significance and approaches to religious education have evolved, reflecting broader societal changes and pedagogical advancements.
Jackson, (2020), opines that one of the core aims of religious education is to promote religious literacy. This concept involves not only understanding the doctrines and practices of various religions but also appreciating their historical development and cultural contexts Religious literacy helps students navigate a world marked by religious diversity, fostering mutual respect and coexistence.
According Wright, (2021), states that this Religious Education often emphasizes the development of critical thinking skills. Students are encouraged to engage with religious texts, traditions, and ethical dilemmas critically and reflectively approach helps them understand the complexities of religious beliefs and their implications for individuals and societies.
Again, Barnes, (2021), says that in many educational systems, Religious Education is structured to be inclusive and pluralistic, this means that students are exposed to a variety of religious traditions rather than being indoctrinated into a single faith Such an approach aligns with the principles of secularism and religious freedom, ensuring that Religious Education contributes to the broader educational goal of fostering open-mindedness and tolerance.
According to Gearon, (2020), opines that the role of Religious Education in moral and ethical development is widely recognized. Religious Education provides a framework for students to explore fundamental questions about right and wrong, justice, and human purpose By engaging with religious and philosophical perspectives, students can develop a nuanced understanding of ethical issues.
Knauth & Josza, (2021) states that; educational strategies in Religious Education have increasingly incorporated digital tools and multimedia resources. These technologies can enhance engagement and provide diverse perspectives through interactive content and virtual experiences For instance, virtual tours of religious sites and digital storytelling can make religious education more immersive and relatable.
Woodhead,  (2020), in his own views says that; the integration of Religious Education with other subjects, such as History, Literature, and Social studies, enriches the learning experience, this interdisciplinary approach helps students see the interconnectedness of religious ideas with broader cultural and historical developments, it also reinforces the relevance of religious studies in understanding contemporary global issues.
According to Franken, (2020).In a multicultural society, Religious Education plays a crucial role in promoting social cohesion. By teaching about different religious traditions, Religious Education fosters empathy and reduces prejudices, contributing to a more harmonious community Schools serve as microcosms of society, where mutual understanding and respect can be cultivated from an early age.
Parker, (2021), opines that, the implementation of Religious Education varies significantly across different countries and educational systems. In some contexts, Religious Education is compulsory and follows a standardized curriculum, while in others; it is optional or integrated into other subjects these variations reflect differing societal attitudes towards religion and education.
	Also, Lundie, (2021), says that the debate over the content and approach of Religious Education often touches on broader issues of secularism and the separation of church and state. Advocates for secular education argue that RE should be purely academic and not promote any particular faith conversely, some religious communities advocate for a more confessional approach that aligns with their beliefs.
According to Everington et al., (2021), teacher training and professional development are critical components of effective Religious Education. Educators need a deep understanding of religious traditions and the pedagogical skills to teach them impartially and engagingly Continuous professional development ensures that teachers are up-to-date with current research and best practices in Religious Education.
Ipgrave & Jackson, (2020), opines that the assessment in Religious Education poses unique challenges. Unlike subjects with clear-cut answers, Religious Education often involves subjective interpretations and personal reflections. Effective assessment strategies therefore include a mix of written assignments, presentations, and reflective journals that capture students' understanding and personal growth 
Revell, (2021), says that the impact of Religious Education extends beyond the classroom. Studies have shown that Religious Education can influence students' values and behaviors, encouraging them to become more compassionate and socially responsible individuals). This transformative potential underscores the importance of well-designed Religious Education programs.
According to Jackson, (2021), globalization and increased mobility have made Religious Education more relevant than ever. As students encounter diverse cultures and belief systems, Religious Education provides them with the tools to navigate and appreciate this diversity. This global perspective is essential for fostering a sense of global citizenship.
Parker, (2020), opines that Religious Education is not static; it continues to evolve in response to societal changes and academic research. Ongoing dialogue among educators, religious communities, and policymakers is essential to ensure that Religious Education remains relevant and effective in meeting the needs of contemporary society. This dynamic nature of Religious Education underscores its enduring importance in education.
2.2 Development of Christian Religion in Nigeria
The development of Christian Religious Education (CRE) in Nigeria has a rich history that intertwines with the broader social, cultural, and educational landscape of the country. This evolution reflects the dynamic interplay between indigenous traditions, colonial influence, and post-independence reforms.
According to Adedibu, (2020), opines that Christian Religious Education in Nigeria began with the arrival of European missionaries in the 19th century. The British colonial period saw a significant influx of missionaries from various denominations, including the Church Missionary Society (CMS), Methodist, Baptist, and Roman Catholic Missions. These missionaries established schools where religious education was a core component of the curriculum, aimed at converting the local population and promoting Christian values. 
Ogunsanya, (2022), says that, the primary focus of Christian Religious Education was evangelization. Missionaries taught the Bible, Christian doctrine, and moral education as a way to inculcate Western values and Christianity. This approach often involved the use of indigenous languages to reach a broader audience, with the Bible and other religious texts being translated into local languages the integration of local languages helped in making Christian teachings more accessible and acceptable to the indigenous population.
According to Akomolafe, (2021).The colonial government supported missionary education initiatives as they aligned with the colonial objective of creating a compliant and educated populace. Consequently, Christian Religious Education was embedded in the curriculum of mission schools. These schools not only provided religious instruction but also basic literacy and vocational training, thereby playing a critical role in the early education system in Nigeria 
Onyia, (2020) in his own view that; Post-independence Nigeria saw significant changes in the educational landscape including the secularization of education, the Nigerian government took over many mission schools, integrating them into the public education system. Despite this, Christian Religious Education remained an important subject, reflecting the country’s diverse religious heritage and the role of religion in public life 
According to Akinola & Ekanola, (2021), opines that the contemporary Nigeria Christian Religious Education is part of the national curriculum at both primary and secondary levels. The curriculum is designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of Christian beliefs, practices, and ethical teachings. It aims to promote moral development, critical thinking, and an appreciation of religious diversity 
Ogunbado, (2022), says Christian Religious Education in Nigeria today faces several challenges, including the need to balance religious instruction with secular educational goals. There is also the issue of ensuring that religious education promotes tolerance and understanding in a multi-religious society. Educators strive to present Christian teachings in a way that fosters respect for other faiths and encourages peaceful coexistence.
Oluwatoyin, (2021), in his own views that the role of Christian Religious Education in moral and ethical development is widely recognized. It contributes to shaping students' character, instilling values such as honesty, integrity, and compassion. These values are seen as essential for personal development and for building a cohesive and just society 
Again, Adelakun, (2022), opines that the Christian Religious Education has adapted to contemporary issues and the digital age. Modern educational technologies and media are increasingly being used to teach religious studies, making the subject more engaging and relevant to today’s students. Online resources, interactive tools, and digital platforms are becoming integral to the teaching and learning of Christian Religious Education 
In addition Eze & Nwankwo, (2021), says that the training of Religious Educators is a critical aspect of the development of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria. Teacher training programs and theological colleges play a crucial role in equipping educators with the knowledge and skills necessary to effectively teach the subject. Continuous professional development ensures that educators stay updated with new pedagogical approaches and content 
According to Yakubu, (2020), interfaith dialogue is also a significant component of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria. The curriculum often includes discussions on religious pluralism and interfaith relations, preparing students to engage constructively with people of different religious backgrounds. This is particularly important in Nigeria’s diverse religious landscape, where promoting mutual understanding is crucial for social harmony 
Adesina, (2021), the involvement of churches and religious organizations in education continues to influence the development of Christian Religious Education. Many churches run their own schools, providing education that integrates Christian values and teachings with the national curriculum. These schools often emphasize moral and spiritual development alongside academic excellence 
According to Okon, (2022), Community engagement and parental involvement are also vital to the success of Christian Religious Education. Parents and community leaders often support and reinforce the values taught in schools, creating a cohesive environment for the moral and spiritual development of children. This collaboration between home, school, and community is essential for holistic education 
Nwagwu, (2020).Research and scholarship in the field of Christian Religious Education contribute to its ongoing development. Scholars and educators conduct studies to evaluate and improve teaching methods, curriculum design, and the overall impact of religious education. These efforts ensure that Christian Religious Education remains relevant and effective in addressing the needs of Nigerian students 
2.3 Problem that Impede Effective Teaching of Religious Education in Secondary Schools 
Christian Religious Education (CRE) plays a vital role in shaping the moral and ethical perspectives of students in secondary schools. However, several problems impede the effective teaching of CRE, affecting both the delivery and reception of this subject. These challenges range from insufficient resources and inadequate training for teachers to broader societal issues and curriculum constraints.
Amugune et al., (2021), opines that one major problem is the lack of adequate teaching resources. Many secondary schools do not have sufficient textbooks, teaching aids, or digital resources specifically tailored for Christian Religious Education. This shortage makes it difficult for teachers to provide a comprehensive education that engages students and covers the necessary material effectively. Without proper resources, the quality of instruction is compromised, leading to a superficial understanding of the subject.
According to Wachira & Kiruki, (2020), says that another significant issue is the insufficient training and professional development of Christian Religious Education teachers. Many educators teaching Christian Religious Education do not have specialized training in Religious Education or theology. This gap in expertise can result in a lack of confidence and competence in delivering the curriculum effectively continuous professional development and specialized training programs are crucial for enhancing teachers' skills and knowledge in this area.
According to Gitonga et al., (2022), opines that the curriculum constraints also pose a challenge to effective Christian Religious Education teaching. Often, the curriculum is rigid and does not allow for flexibility or adaptation to the diverse cultural and religious backgrounds of students. This can lead to a disconnect between the content being taught and the students' real-life experiences, reducing the subject's relevance and impact. A more adaptable curriculum that considers students' backgrounds and contemporary issues would be beneficial.
According to Njiru & Kithinji, (2020), societal attitudes towards Religious Education can also hinder its effectiveness. In some communities, there is a declining interest in religious studies, with parents and students perceiving it as less important compared to other subjects like science and mathematics. This perception can lead to reduced student engagement and motivation in Christian Religious Education classes. Promoting the value of religious education in developing moral and ethical reasoning is essential to counter this trend.
Kang’ethe & Wamahiu, (2021), states that, the integration of Christian Religious Education into a broader educational framework often faces logistical and administrative challenges. In many schools, Christian Religious Education is not given the same priority as other subjects, resulting in fewer allocated hours and less emphasis on its importance this marginalization can affect the depth and quality of education provided in Christian Religious Education, limiting students' understanding and appreciation of religious studies.
According to Kariuki & Githiga, (2021), opines that the teacher workload is another factor that can impede effective Christian Religious Education teaching. Many Christian Religious Education teachers are tasked with multiple responsibilities, including teaching other subjects and handling administrative duties. This heavy workload can lead to burnout and reduce the time and energy teachers can dedicate to preparing and delivering Christian Religious Education lessons. Adequate support and manageable workloads are crucial for teachers to perform effectively.
	Muriuki & Njoroge, (2022), classroom management and student behavior can also pose significant challenges. In some schools, large class sizes and disruptive behaviour can hinder the teaching and learning process. Christian Religious Education teachers may find it difficult to manage these dynamics effectively, especially when trying to foster a respectful and contemplative environment necessary for religious education Strategies for effective classroom management and smaller class sizes can help mitigate these issues.
According to Ochieng & Kalu, (2020), says that the socio-economic context of students can affect their engagement and performance in Christian Religious Education. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds may face various challenges, such as lack of parental support, poor living conditions, and limited access to educational resources. These factors can impact their ability to participate fully in Christian Religious Education classes. Addressing socio-economic disparities and providing additional support to these students can enhance their educational experience.
Mbugua & Kimani, (2021), opines that the technological barriers are another significant challenge. While digital tools and online resources can enhance learning, not all schools have the necessary infrastructure to support these technologies. This digital divide can limit the opportunities for interactive and multimedia-rich learning experiences in Christian Religious Education Investing in technological infrastructure and ensuring equitable access to digital resources is essential.
Mwangi & Muthoni, (2021), in his own view opines that; Cultural diversity within the classroom can also present challenges for Christian Religious Education teachers. In multicultural settings, students may come from different religious or non-religious backgrounds, which can complicate the teaching of a subject that is specific to Christianity. Teachers need to navigate these differences sensitively and inclusively, ensuring that all students feel respected and valued Professional development in cultural competence is crucial for teachers in such environments.
Kamau & Wanjohi, (2022, says that political and policy issues can further complicate the teaching of Christian Religious Education In some regions, Religious Education is a contentious topic, with debates over its place in the public education system. Changes in education policy and political attitudes towards religious education can lead to uncertainty and instability, affecting the consistency and quality of Christian Religious Education programs Clear and supportive policies are necessary to ensure the stability and effectiveness of Christian Religious Education teaching.
Njuguna & Gikonyo, (2020), opined that the parental involvement or lack thereof, can also impact the effectiveness of Christian Religious Education. Engaged and supportive parents can reinforce the values and lessons learned in Christian Religious Education at home, enhancing students' overall understanding and application. However, in many cases, there is a lack of communication and collaboration between schools and parents regarding Christian Religious Education Strengthening this partnership is key to fostering a holistic educational experience.
Wainaina & Mutua, (2021), assessment methods in Christian Religious Education can also pose challenges. Traditional assessment techniques, such as written exams, may not fully capture students' understanding and application of religious concepts and values. Innovative and varied assessment methods, including projects, discussions, and reflective essays, can provide a more comprehensive evaluation of students' learning Adapting assessment practices to better suit the nature of Christian Religious Education  is essential for effective teaching.
According to Muthoni & Ndung’u, (2022), opines that providing resources and training on emotional intelligence and conflict resolution can help in this regard. Finally, emotional and psychological factors can affect both teachers and students in Christian Religious Education. The subject matter can sometimes evoke strong emotions or confront deeply held beliefs, which can be challenging to manage in a classroom setting. Teachers need to be equipped with the skills to handle these situations sensitively and supportively (
2.4 Christian Religious Education and Knowledge Acquisition 
	Christian Religious Education (CRE) has long been a fundamental component of religious and moral instruction in various educational systems worldwide. It serves not only to impart religious knowledge but also to promote moral values, ethical behavior, and a sense of community among students. From 2020 - 2023, numerous studies and publications have examined the roles and effectiveness of Christian Religious Education in knowledge acquisition and its broader impact on students' lives.
According to Astley and Francis (2021), opines that Christian Religious Education's primary goal is to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of Christian beliefs, practices, and history. This foundational knowledge helps students develop a deeper appreciation of their faith and the historical context in which it has evolved. The effective Christian Religious Education programs integrate biblical teachings with contemporary issues, making the subject relevant to students' lives and enhancing their engagement and understanding.
Wright, (2022), says that one of the significant benefits of Christian Religious Education is its ability to foster critical thinking and analytical skills. Students are encouraged to explore theological concepts, interpret religious texts, and engage in discussions about moral and ethical dilemmas. This approach not only deepens their religious knowledge but also equips them with the skills to critically assess various viewpoints and develop well-informed opinions 
A study by Smith and Denton (2020) found that students who participate in Christian Religious Education are more likely to exhibit prosocial behaviors and a strong sense of community responsibility. Again, Christian Religious Education also plays a crucial role in character development. By teaching the core values of Christianity, such as compassion, honesty, and respect for others, Christian Religious Education programs help shape students' moral compasses and encourage them to lead ethical lives.  
According to Groome, (2021), opines that incorporation of experiential learning methods in CRE has been shown to enhance knowledge retention and application. Activities such as service projects, religious retreats, and community involvement allow students to put their faith into practice and see the real-world implications of their religious teachings these hands-on experiences reinforce theoretical knowledge and foster a sense of empathy and social responsibility.
In addition to its educational benefits, Goodliff, (2023) says that Christian Religious Education supports students' spiritual development and personal growth. It provides a space for students to explore their beliefs, ask questions, and develop a personal relationship with their faith. This spiritual journey is crucial for their overall well-being, as it helps them find meaning and purpose in their lives. 
According to Copley, (2020), he explains that Christian Religious Education contributes to cultural literacy by exposing students to the historical and cultural contexts of Christianity. Understanding the role of Christianity in shaping societies and influencing global events helps students appreciate the interconnectedness of religion, culture, and history this broader perspective is essential for fostering tolerance and respect for diverse beliefs and practices.
Francis (2021) says that Christian Religious Education also addresses contemporary social issues through the lens of Christian ethics. Topics such as social justice, environmental stewardship, and human rights are explored in the context of Christian teachings, encouraging students to consider how their faith informs their responses to these issues, this approach promotes active citizenship and a commitment to making positive contributions to society.
According to O'Leary & Butt, 2022), opines that integration of technology in Christian Religious Education has opened new avenues for knowledge acquisition and engagement. Online resources, virtual classrooms, and digital tools have made religious education more accessible and interactive. Students can now access a wealth of information, participate in virtual discussions, and engage with multimedia content that enhances their learning experience. 
Jackson, (2023) opines that despite its benefits, Christian Religious Education faces challenges in secular educational environments. The need to balance religious instruction with respect for diverse beliefs and the potential for religious indoctrination are ongoing concerns. Educators must navigate these challenges by promoting an inclusive and respectful approach to religious education that honors students' varied backgrounds and perspectives 
Again, Tisdale, (2021) opines that Christian Religious Education impact extends beyond the classroom, influencing students' relationships with their families and communities. By fostering a deeper understanding of Christian values and teachings, Christian Religious Education helps students build stronger familial bonds and engage more actively in their faith communities this communal aspect of Christian Religious Education reinforces the importance of collective worship and shared religious practices.
	Muth and van der Ven (2022) found that students with a strong foundation in Christian Religious Education were better equipped to manage stress and adversity. Also, Christian Religious Education supports mental and emotional health by providing a framework for coping with life's challenges. The teachings of hope, forgiveness, and love inherent in Christianity offer students comfort and guidance during difficult times. 
According to Grimmit, (2023), says that the role of Christian Religious Education in fostering interfaith dialogue and understanding cannot be overlooked. By teaching students about Christianity's relationship with other world religions, Christian Religious Education promotes respect and empathy for people of different faiths. This interfaith awareness is crucial in our increasingly globalized world, where understanding and cooperation among diverse religious communities are essential 
Cox, (2020), explained that Christian Religious Education contributes to academic success by encouraging disciplined study habits and a commitment to lifelong learning. The structured nature of religious education, combined with its emphasis on ethical conduct and community service, instills a sense of responsibility and perseverance in students These qualities are transferable to other academic pursuits and life endeavors.
2.5 Aims of Teaching Christian Religious Education in Schools
Christian Religious Education (CRE) in schools aims to nurture students' spiritual, moral, social, and intellectual development through the teachings of Christianity. The goals of teaching CRE are multifaceted, encompassing the impartation of religious knowledge, fostering ethical behavior, promoting social cohesion, and developing a sense of personal and communal identity. The following paragraphs outline the primary aims of teaching Christian Religious Education in schools, supported by recent references.
According to Jeynes (2021), Religious Education fosters a deeper awareness of the philosophical and theological underpinnings of Christian faith, enabling students to make informed decisions about their beliefs and values. One of the fundamental aims of Christian Religious Education is to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of Christian beliefs, values, and practices. This knowledge helps students appreciate the historical and cultural significance of Christianity and its impact on the world. 
Again, Rossiter (2022), Christian Religious Education aims to cultivate moral and ethical behavior in students. Through the study of biblical teachings and Christian ethics, students learn principles such as love, justice, compassion, and forgiveness. These values guide their actions and decisions in daily life.  Moral Education is a crucial component of Christian Religious Education, as it shapes students' character and promotes virtuous living.
Smith and Denton (2020), says that the significant aim of teaching Christian Religious Education is to encourage personal spiritual growth and development. By exploring their faith, students can develop a deeper relationship with God and a better understanding of their spiritual identity. highlight the role of religious education in nurturing spiritual well-being and providing students with a sense of purpose and meaning in life.
According to Astley and Francis (2021), religious education encourages students to engage in acts of charity and social action, reflecting the Christian mandate to love and serve others. Christian Religious Education also aims to foster a sense of community and social responsibility. By learning about Christian teachings on social justice and service, students are inspired to contribute positively to their communities and the wider world. 
Copley (2023) argues that Religious Education plays a vital role in fostering interfaith harmony and mutual respect in multicultural societies. Christian Religious Education seeks to promote respect and understanding of other religions and worldviews. While focusing on Christianity, it also provides opportunities for interfaith dialogue and comparative religious studies. This approach helps students develop a more inclusive and empathetic perspective towards people of different faiths. 
Wright (2021) points out that religious education challenges students to reflect on profound questions about existence, morality, and the divine, thereby enhancing their intellectual abilities. .Moreover, teaching Christian Religious Education in schools aims to develop students' critical thinking and analytical skills. By engaging with complex theological and ethical questions, students learn to think critically, reason logically, and articulate their beliefs coherently. 
According to King and Furrow (2022), Religious Education provides students with coping mechanisms and supportive communities, which can help them, navigate personal and social challenges. Another aim of Christian Religious Education is to support students' emotional well-being and resilience. The teachings of Christianity offer comfort, hope, and guidance in times of difficulty and uncertainty. 
Jackson and Everington (2020) emphasize that religious education enhances cultural literacy and helps students connect with their heritage. Furthermore, Christian Religious Education aims to equip students with a sense of historical and cultural heritage. By studying the history of Christianity and its influence on art, literature, music, and social institutions, students gain a richer appreciation of their cultural roots and the contributions of Christianity to civilization. 
According to O’Grady (2021), religious education fosters a sense of civic responsibility and encourages students to be active, informed, and ethical citizens. Teaching Christian Religious Education also aims to prepare students for responsible citizenship. Christian teachings on ethics, justice, and social responsibility provide a moral framework for students to engage with civic duties and contribute to the common good. 
Caldwell and Harris (2022) argue that Religious Education can cultivate visionary and compassionate leaders who can make a positive impact on society. In addition to these aims, Christian Religious Education seeks to nurture leadership qualities in students. By studying the lives of Christian leaders and role models, students are inspired to develop leadership skills and a sense of responsibility towards others. 
According to Hayward (2021), Religious Education plays a pivotal role in conflict resolution and peace building, both at personal and societal levels. Another critical aim of Christian Religious Education is to promote peace and reconciliation. The teachings of Jesus Christ emphasize peacemaking and forgiveness, which are essential for resolving conflicts and building harmonious relationships. 
Christian Religious Education (CRE) also aims to encourage students to explore and understand their own identity and purpose in life. Through the study of Christian teachings, students are guided in their quest for self-discovery and personal growth. Smith (2023) highlights that religious education helps students to reflect on their own beliefs and values, fostering a sense of identity and purpose.
According to Hull (2020), religious education contributes to the holistic development of students, preparing them for a balanced and fulfilling life. Furthermore, Christian Religious Education aims to support holistic education by integrating spiritual, moral, intellectual, and social dimensions of learning. This comprehensive approach ensures that students receive a well-rounded education that addresses all aspects of their development. 
Cameron (2022) emphasizes that religious education inspires lifelong spiritual growth and intellectual curiosity. The aim of teaching Christian Religious Education in schools is to create a foundation for lifelong learning and spiritual development. By instilling a love for learning and a curiosity about religious and spiritual matters, Christian Religious Education encourages students to continue exploring their faith and seeking knowledge throughout their lives. 
2.6 Summary of Reviewed Literature
In summary, the development of Christian Religious Education in Nigeria is a multifaceted process that reflects historical influences, contemporary challenges, and future aspirations. From its roots in missionary education to its integration into the national curriculum, Christian Religious Education continues to play a crucial role in shaping the moral and ethical landscape of Nigerian society.
Several problems impede the effective teaching of Christian Religious Education in secondary schools. Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach, including providing adequate resources, specialized training for teachers, flexible curricula, and supportive policies. By tackling these issues, educators can enhance the delivery and impact of Christian Religious Education, ensuring that students receive a meaningful and enriching education.
Research and practical applications have demonstrated the multifaceted benefits of Christian Religious Education in knowledge acquisition and personal development. Christian Religious Education not only imparts religious knowledge but also fosters critical thinking, moral development, cultural literacy, and social responsibility. As educational environments continue to evolve, Christian Religious Education remains a vital component of holistic education, contributing to the intellectual, spiritual, and ethical growth of students.
The aims of teaching Christian Religious Education in schools are diverse and multifaceted, encompassing the transmission of religious knowledge, moral and ethical development, personal spiritual growth, social responsibility, interfaith understanding, critical thinking, emotional well-being, cultural heritage, citizenship, leadership, peace building, identity exploration, holistic education, and lifelong learning. These aims collectively contribute to the development of well-rounded, informed, and compassionate individuals.













CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter aims at providing information on the method adopted for the study. The chapter addresses Research design, Population of the study, Sample and Sampling techniques, the Instrument for the data collection, Validity and Reliability of the instrument, the procedure for data collection, and method of data analysis.
i. Research Design
ii. Population of the Study
iii. Sample and sampling of Techniques
iv. Research Instrument
v. Validity of the Instrument
vi. Administration of the Instrument
vii. Data Analysis
3.1 Research Design
This kind of research conducted is a survey research to determine the role of Christian Religious Education on the school, moral and educational development of secondary school students in Ilorin South, Kwara State. 
It consist a set of gathered data or information analysed and interpreted along contain lives of thought for the pursuit of a specific purpose of study which include the subject of this study.
3.2 Population of the Study
The population for the study consists of all secondary schools students in Ilorin South Local Government, Kwara State.
3.3 Sample and Sampling Techniques
Although the target population for the study comprises of all secondary schools in Ilorin South Local Government, Kwara State, due to limited time and resources, sample of the student and schools were chosen.  
The sample consists of 200 respondents were randomly selected from ten secondary school, in this area which means ten students were chosen from the school.
Also, an average weight response statistical method was used to determine whether there is any statistical significance difference in the case of the research questions.
3.4 Research Instrument
The instrument adopted for the study is tagged role of Christian religious education on the social, moral and educational development of secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government, Kwara State.
e survey questionnaire consists of two sections; section ‘A’ and Section ‘B’. Section ‘A’ deals with respondent’s personal data such as Name of school, Age, Class, etc While section ‘B’ deal with questions items relating to the subject matter of the study to be answered by the respondents by ticking either ‘Agreed’ or ‘Disagreed’ in the appropriate column.
3.5 Validity of the Instrument
The validity of the instrument is established by face and content validity.  Validity of an instrument relates to the extent to which it measures what is internals to measures.  To do this, some copies of the instrument was distributed to friends and colleges for their comments and suggestions.
3.6 Administration of the Instrument
The data for the study was collected through the questionnaire. The administration for the questionnaire to the respondents was done by the researcher through using the respondents in their various schools and seek permission from the principal (Academic) and head of Department of Christian religious studies.
The questionnaire were administered during the free and supervision of the filling of the questionnaire which was added by the researcher in each of the school and completed immediately after completion.
3.7 Data Analysis
The data analysis gathered in this study shall be analysed using frequency count and percentage. The research questions and hypotheses will be analysed and tested using frequency count and percentage.



CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the data analysis and discussion. The research investigates the role of Christian religious education on the social, moral and educational development of secondary school Students in Ilorin L.G.A., Kwara state.
Two hundred questionnaires (200) were administered for the purpose of certainty, and the results obtained were analysed through the use of simple percentage and frequency count.
Demographic Table
Table 1: Distribution of respondents based on Gender.
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	70
	35%

	female
	130
	65%

	Total
	200
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, 70(35%) of the respondents, which are male participated in the research, while 130(65%) which female are participated in the exercise. Therefore, we have fair participation of respondents’ based on gender classification.


Table 2: Distribution of respondents based on Years of Teaching Experience.
	Teaching Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1-5 years
	50
	25%

	6-10 years
	70
	35%

	11 above years
	80
	40%

	Total
	200
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, it is discovered that 50(25%) of the respondents are within 1-5 years of teaching experience, 70(35%) of the respondents fall within 6-10 years of teaching experience while 80(40%) of the respondents fall within 11 and above years of teaching experience.  Thus, it is observed that those within 11 and above years of teaching experience participated more in the study with a frequency count of 80(40%).
Table 3: Distribution of respondents based on Educational Qualification
	Educational Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	NCE, B.ED, BSC.ED, PGDE, MED 
	90
	45%

	OND, HND, BSC, B.A, MA, MSC.
	110
	65%

	Total
	200
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, 90(45%) of the respondents are NCE, BED, BSC.ED, PGDE, MED holders, 110(65%) of the respondent are OND, HND, BSC, B.A, MA, MSC, holders. Hence, 110(65%) of the respondents participated more in the exercise.
Data Analysis and Test of Hypotheses.
Ho1: There is no significant difference between Christian religious education and moral behavior of secondary school students by Gender.
	Gender
	Agreed
	Percentage (%)
	Disagreed
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	20
	28.60%
	50
	71.40%

	Female
	50
	38.50%
	80
	61.50%

	Total
	70
	35%
	130
	65%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
The table above, 20(28.6%) of the male respondents agreed, while 50(71.40%) of the male respondents disagreed on the hypothesis. 50(38.50%) of the female respondents agreed, while 80(6150%) of the female respondents disagreed. Hence, 70 of the total respondents agreed on the hypothesis, while 130 of the respondents disagreed on the hypothesis which states that there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and moral behavior of secondary students. Thus, the hypothesis is rejected.



HO2: There is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and Educational development of secondary school students.
	Years of Experience
	Agreed
	Percentage (%)
	Disagreed
	Percentage (%)

	1-5 years
	15
	30%
	35%
	70%

	6-10 years
	20
	28.6%
	50%
	71.4%

	11 above years
	30
	37.5%
	50%
	62.5%

	Total
	65
	32.5%
	135
	67.5%



Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the table above, 15(30%) of those within 1-5 years of teachers’ teaching experience, 20 (28.60%) of the respondents within 7-10 years of teachers’ teaching experience and 30 (37.50%) of the respondents within 11 and above years agreed to the hypothesis, while 35(70%) of the respondents within 1-5 years of teachers’ teaching experience, 50(71.40%) of the respondents within 7-10 years of teachers’ teaching experience and 50(62.50%) of the respondents within 11 and above years of teacher’s teaching experience disagreed to the hypotheses. 
Hence, 65 of the respondents agreed to the hypothesis while 135 of the respondents disagreed that there is no significant difference between Christian religious education and educational development of secondary school students. Thus, the hypothesis is rejected.

HO3: There is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and Social development of secondary school students.
	Educational Qualification
	Agreed
	Percentage (%)
	Disagreed
	Percentage (%)

	NCE, B.ED, BSC.ED, PGDE, MED
	30
	33.3%
	60%
	66.7%

	OND, HND, BSC. B.A, MA. MSC,
	40
	36.4%
	70%
	63.6%

	Total
	70
	35%
	130
	65%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, it shows that the analysis of the frequency counts based on the educational qualification of NCE, B.ED, BSC.ED, PGDE, MED, holders, 30(33.3%) of the respondents agreed, 60(66.7%) of the respondents disagreed, while OND, HND, BSC. B.A, MA. MSC, holders 40(36.4%) of the respondents agreed, 70(63.6%) of the respondents disagreed to the hypotheses. 
Therefore, 70 (35%) of the respondents agreed on the hypothesis while 130 of the respondents disagreed that there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school students. Hence, the hypothesis is rejected.



Discussion of Findings
Based on hypothesis one which says that; there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and moral bahaviour of secondary school students, the result of finding rejected the hypothesis indicating that there is significant difference between Christian Religious Education and moral behavior of secondary school students
 Hypothesis two states that; there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and educational development of secondary school students. The result however rejected the hypothesis which means that Christian Religious Education have impact on the educational development of secondary school students.
Also, hypothesis three states that, there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school students. The result of the findings also rejected, the hypothesis indicating that there is significant influence of Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school student.






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The study focused on the Role of Christian Religious Education on the social, moral and educational development of secondary school students’.
Three hypotheses were formulated for the study. Hypothesis one that states there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and moral behaviour of secondary school students was rejected which means that there is significance impact of Christian Religious Education on the moral behaviour of secondary school students.
Also, hypothesis two which states that, there is no significant difference between Christian Religious Education and educational development of secondary school students. Was rejected which means that there is significant relationship between Christian Religious Education and educational development of secondary school students.
Finally, hypothesis three which states that there is no significance difference between Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school students. Was equally rejected which means that there is significant difference between Christian Religious Education and social development of secondary school students.



Conclusion 
The study of Christian religious education has impact on the social, moral and educational development of secondary school students in Ilorin South local government areas of Kwara state.
In this case, the teaching of the subject is capable of transforming students into religious leader due to motivations received from the subject.
Lastly, the result also showed that Christian Religious Education has significant impact on prevalent youth social vices in the society. The subject is capable of changing the moral development of students through and removal of truancy, lateness, stealing, and lying.
Recommendations
Based on the outcome of the study, the following recommendations are made in order to improve effective teaching of the subject to have more impact on students in secondary school levels:
· Employment of more qualified Christian Religious Education teachers by the state government is highly essential to complement the existing ones in the teaching services.
· The motivation of teacher through payment of salaries and allowance as at when due, provision of opportunity for attending workshops, seminars and conferences, job security and social welfare scheme by the state government is also essential to enhance their efficiency and effectiveness.
· It is also essential for the state government to increase funding of secondary school education to enhance education activities.
· Adequate infrastructural facility must also be provided to enhance teaching and learning activities.
· Organization both foreign and local must be sought to compliment state government efforts on the part of students.
Implications of the Study
The implication of the study shows that Christian Religious Education must be well teach by the teachers and government should try as much as possible to provide qualified teachers by encouraging them with good salary, organization of seminars, provision of instructional materials and social amenities that will enhance effective teaching. As a result of this, government should try more than ever before to advance the course of Christian Religious Education in Ilorin area of Kwara state and Nigeria in general.
Limitation of the Study
The study cover Ilorin South Local Government Area of Kwara state in order to examine whether Christian Religious Education have impact on social, moral and educational development of secondary school students.

Suggestions for Further Studies
The study shows that Christian Religious Education was not taken seriously in the study area. Therefore, it is suggested that more studies should be carried out by other researchers so that frontier of Christian Religious Education will be increased in order to have more impact on the lives of students at secondary school level and also could be lifted higher and higher for the progress, well-being and development of our nation, Nigeria as a whole.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS STUDIES, SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES. 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON Topic: Impact of Christian Religious Education on the Social, Moral and Educational Development of Secondary School Students in Ilorin South Local Government, Kwara State.

Dear Respondents,
The instrument is designed to obtain your views on the above subject matter. Your objective response to the items in the instrument will enable the researcher to arrive at conclusion for research purpose.
Therefore, you are implored to agree or disagree with these statements, please indicate by ticking (√) appropriately on the column of your choice.

SECTION ‘A’
Personal information about the respondents.
Name of School: __________________________________________
Sex:    Male    (  ),   Female (    ).
Age: ______________________________________________________
Class: ____________________________________________________


SECTION ‘B’
Instruction: For each of the items, you are kindly requested to indicate your opinion with a tick (√) in the appropriate column that corresponds with your view using the following rating scale. 
Keys 
Agreed	 	=	A
Disagreed	 =	DA
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	DA

	1.
	Christian religious education is a separate discipline in school and it has no impact on social behaviour of secondary school students.
	
	

	2.
	Availability of adequate qualified teachers ensures students performance and not religion education.
	
	

	3.
	Christian religious education has no relationship with students morality in schools.
	
	

	4.
	Christian religious education is capable of preventing or reducing stealing on the part of children.
	
	

	5.
	Christian religious education compliments development of secondary school student.
	
	

	6.
	Both Christian religious education and moral behaviour assists students to be good citizens in the society, role of Christian religious education on prevalent youth social vices.
	
	

	7.
	Christian religious education does not change the student’s attitude in the midst of people in the society.
	
	

	8.
	Christian religious education helps the students to have more knowledge about God dealing with his people in both old and new testament in the Bible.
	
	

	9.
	Christian religious education helps the students to tolerate each other in order to live peacefully in the society.
	
	

	10.
	Christian religious education helps student to have broad knowledge about other religion.
	
	








                                                    




