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ABSTRACT
	This study examines the effect of the language of social media on the academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the research objectives, four research questions were postulated and two hypotheses were tested. The study adopted a descriptive research survey method of analysis. The study sample consists of both students and teacher. A total sample of 10 teachers and 100 students were interviewed through questionnaire in order to seek their opinion on the effect of social media language on academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the findings, it was revealed that social media language has significantly effect on the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination in among secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Also, it was revealed that social media language has significant impact on students academic performance in WAEC/NECO examination. Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made; teachers and caregivers should strive to make students understand that there is a difference between formal and informal writing and that each type of writing has a purpose and an audience the content should address. Students should be encouraged and reminded to stick to using the standard variety of English in formal writing. Teachers, who have not been doing so, should identify the use of abbreviation, and acronyms in students’ writing and correct them immediately. Teacher should give students a lot of drills in spelling, and lessons on the use of grammar and punctuation.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION 
Background to the Study
The advent of the internet in the 1990s has led to major developments in the world of communication; hence the introduction of social networking sites (Arquero & Esteban, 2013). The coming into being of these sites revolutionized the world of communication and today we celebrate its improvements ranging from education to entertainment. The evolution of the internet has led to its usage as the best medium of communication whereby two-third (2/3) of the internet world’s population visit social networking sites (SNSs) thus serving as communication and connection tools. These networking sites are referred to as social media (Boyd & Ellison, 2017).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a related manner, Fatimayin (2015) asserts that social media can be used to accommodate both the social and educational aspects. They can be tools for supporting teaching/learning on one hand and a means of socializing on the other. She, however went on to state that social media has both advantages and disadvantages. One of its disadvantages is its impact on the way secondary students spell words and write. Secondly, is the negative influence on students’ time management, study behaviour and copying of wrong concepts. For Paul & Gelish, (2011) the use of mobile phones for sending short messages and accessing social media may and may not result in students’ lower academic performance. 
However, from classroom observation, social media language is infiltrating students’ formal writing exercises and impacting it negatively. This supports Selwyn’s (2009) assertion that Facebook use must be seen as identity politics of being a student rather than enhancing students’ engagement with formal studies. During classroom interaction with students, one finds that most of the students write using incorrect spelling, grammar and punctuation marks. Many use abbreviations profusely, while others have formed the habit of using textspeak. This affects the structure of sentences used as well as their spellings. This in turn does not argur well for students’ vocabulary acquisition.
Social media language is characterized by its unique lexicon and syntax, which often includes abbreviations, acronyms, slang, emojis, and phonetic spellings. While this mode of communication is efficient and engaging for social interactions, its pervasive use has led to worries about its potential negative effects on students' proficiency in formal English. Crystal (2018) emphasizes that the informal nature of social media language can lead to a decline in formal writing skills if not balanced with proper language education. This poses a significant challenge for S.S. 3 students, whose performance in the WAEC and NECO English examinations is crucial for their academic and future career prospects.
The WAEC and NECO English examinations are comprehensive assessments that evaluate students' abilities in various aspects of the English language, including grammar, vocabulary, essay writing, and comprehension. These exams require a high level of proficiency in formal English, contrasting sharply with the informal language used on social media. The potential for negative language transfer, where students inadvertently apply social media linguistic habits in their academic writing, is a critical concern. This phenomenon can manifest in grammatical errors, inappropriate abbreviations, and a general decline in the quality of written English, which can adversely affect examination performance (Crystal, 2018).
Similarly, a report by Will (2021) state that 73% of teachers in a survey conducted by YouGov on behalf of Dictionary.com , think that social media and texting negatively affect their students’ grammar and spelling skills. The survey also found that students often struggle with grammar, meaning and comprehension and that 75% of the teachers are bothered when students use popular slang or “text speak” in their work while most teachers do not prioritise grammar and spelling when grading students work. Textspeak provides an easy and cheap way of communication among the youths (students), most of whom ordinarily must have had difficulties with the not-so-uniform rules of the English language grammar and spelling (Egbe and Ekpe, 2020). A report published in 2020 by Clarion University shows that social media language is mostly informal and allows non- standard orthography and grammatical errors. Furthermore, Ofuokwu (2020) submit that scholars are expressing concern about how social media language is affecting Nigerian students’ usage in formal contexts especially in written essays. Similarly, Ekah (2019) states that the informal language of texting is slowly ‘but steadily encroaching on formal texts’. Egbe and Ekpe (2019) state that they noticed evidence of spellings associated with text messages in secondary school students’ composition during the marking sessions of the May/June and Nov/Dec examinations of the West African Examination Council(WAEC)and the National Examination Council(NECO). They further outlined the techniques employed in writing text messages and by extension, social media messages. These include:
1. The use of pidgin forms: dem-them, una de-how are you?, waka-go. 
2. Deletion of last letter: wl-will, stil-still, hav-have, lov-love.
3. Spelling in numerals: 2-to, 4-for, 4rm-from, 4get-forget, in2-into, gr8-great.
4. Single letter spelling: u-you,c-see, n-and ,b-be, r-are,d-the.
5. Consonant clusters: gdnt-goodnight, ppl-people, dt-that,bt-but, urs-yours.
6. Use of phonemic: evri-every, oda-other, tot-thought,tnx-thanks, sori-sorry, bin-been, beta-better.. (Egbe & Ekpe, 2019)
Students and adults are frequently using the social media platforms. It is very popular among students many of who subscribe to more than one of them. They also spend hours chatting, blogging, posting information and connecting with friends and family. They are therefore continually using social media language which may undermine their writing skills as a result of daily exposure to informal new ways of writing and language usage which do not correspond to acceptable standard writing techniques. It is therefore based on this background this study tends to investigate the effect of the language of social media on the academic performance of SS3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination. 
Statement of the Problem
Today, students at all levels of education especially senior secondary school students have been engaged in the use of social networking sites (SNSs) and this has been affecting their writing of some words thus affecting their academic performance. However, the effect of social media language on the academic performance of S.S. 3 students in WAEC and NECO English examinations is a multifaceted issue that requires a balanced approach to social media usage and the development of robust digital literacy skills. 
Some features of social media language include constant and consistent use of abbreviations, lack of grammatical rules and others. These easily slip in when students write especially students who are average and below average. Students also stand the risk of becoming lazy at writing as social media encourages abbreviation of word and sentence. Verily, this has make the performance of students in English examination to be a concerned not fully knowing they contribute to it
This research, therefore, seeks to investigate the effect of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English Examination.
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination in some selected secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.. Specifically, the study will seek to:
i.	to determine how the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S. 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations
2. 	to investigation the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO
3. 	to examine the ways S.S. 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills
4. 	to proffer the strategies that can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations
Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide the study:
1. 	How does the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S. 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations?
2. 	What is the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO?
3. 	In what ways do S.S. 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills?
4. 	What strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations?
Research Hypotheses
H01:	Social media languages does not significantly affect the writing skills of SS S students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations
H02:	There is no significant relationship between students used of social media language and students academic performance in WAEC/NECO English examination. 
Significance of the Study
It is expected that the result of this finding will be of great benefit to the students, teachers, and government. For instance: It will enlighten the students on the negative influence that social media language has impacted on their written English and their performance in internal and external examination. It will enable teachers of English language to create awareness among students on the effect of using social media language while doing a formal write-up which affects students performance in both internal and external examination. It will also help the government to make laws that streamline how words are used on social platform.
Scope of the Study
The study will be limited to the effect of social media language on the academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination among some selected secondary school students (SS3) in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Moreover, the research is limited to ten government secondary schools due to time constraints.
Limitation of the Study
The researcher is bound to encounter problems and naturally this made it difficult to some extent to arrive at a conclusion and make more suggestions for further research. The generalization of this study was limited by certain factors among which are as follows:
There were also limitations in the study such as lack of time because the researcher had to carry it out with tedious final year academic works and also, due to time management, the researcher need to cut down the scope of the study to ten schools (10) in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State
The researcher suffered financially in the area of producing questionnaire and typing of work which is voluminous. Also the schoools are far from each other thereby consuming the researchers’ time and money.
Operational Definition of Terms
Effect: refer to the consequences or outcomes resulting from a specific event or action.
Academic Performance: Academic performance is the outcome of education, the point to which a student, teacher or institution has achieved their educational goals. 
Social Media: Online technologies and practices that people use to share opinions, insights, experiences and perspectives with each other. 
Social Networking: The use of internet-based social media sites to stay linked with friends, colleagues, family, business associates or clients. 
English Competence and Performance – This is the ability to employ English grammar in communicative events.
CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction
This chapter reviewed some of the numerous works done by scholars and researchers which are directly related to this research work. In doing so, this chapter examined and reviewed the following areas;
· Concept of Social Media
· Social Media in Education
· Student’s Exposure to Social Media
· Most Used Social Media Networks By Students
· Effect of Social Network Media On Student
· Social Media Negative Influence on Students
· Social Media Network Language Versus Standard English
· Summary of the Reviewed Literature 
Concept of Social Media
The term social media was first known in 1994-1995, when the first web-based social networking site, Geocities, was founded (Goble, 2012; Kithcart, 2011). Later, in 1997, AOL instant messenger and Sixdegrees.com were launched; however, social networking sites really hit when Friendster launched in 2002, and a year later LinkedIn and MySpace were launched. Then, the most popular site, Facebook, was launched in 2004, followed by another well-known social media technology, Twitter, in 2006 (Goble, 2012; Kithcart, 2011). Facebook has become the most successful social media because of its features platform that set itself apart from other social media (Goble, 2012), and that made the word, social media, become well known.
The terms social media and social networking are used interchangeably. Social media refers to social software in the form of web sites and other online communities such as social networking and microblogging created by a large group of people (known as users) to share information, ideas, personal messages, conversations, or to develop social and professional contacts. Davis, Deil-Amen, Rios-Aguilar, and González Canché (2021) defined social media technology (SMT) as web-based and mobile applications that allow individuals and organizations to create, engage, and share ideas or existing content in various forms of communications in digital environments.
Social media is the social interaction among people in which they create, share or exchange information and ideas in virtual communities and networks.  Andreas Kaplan and Michael Heinlein (2020) define social media as "a group of Internet-based applications that is built on the ideological and technological foundations of Web 2.0, and that allow the creation and exchange of user-generated content. It is a mobile and web- based technologies that create highly interactive platforms through which individuals and communities share, co-create, discuss, and modify user-generated content which has introduced substantial and pervasive changes to communication between organizations, communities, and individuals. It is a website that does not just give you information but interact with you while giving you information  and has become one of the major channels of chatting through platforms such as Facebook, Whatsap, Twitter, Instagram, etc.
The usage effect of these social media, according to Nielsen (2021) is that, students continue to spend more time on the social media than any site and that the total time spent on social media across mobile devices increased by 70%, which is an estimate of 320 billion minutes in July 2023 compared to 140 billion minutes in July 2018. 
Social Media in Education
	Educators recognize the power of social media to improve learning, and they are now integrating these online tools in their instructions. The features of social media complement the constructive philosophy of teaching and learning that allows learners to create, co-create and share knowledge with global audiences beyond classroom walls (Seo, 2013). According to Khanyie Dlamini (2021), social media has gained reliability over the years as a trusted source of information and platform where organizations can relate with audiences. We are seeing educational establishments adapting to these developments into their systems and counting on group resources and mechanisms to develop the student life. The use of social media in education provides students with the capacity to get more useful information, to connect with learning groups and other educational systems that make education suitable Social network tools provides students and institutions with multiple opportunities to improve learning methods. Through these networks, you can incorporate social media plugging that allow sharing and communication. Students can benefit from online coaching and resources that are shared via the social networks. Social media platforms like YouTube for instance, have proven to be exceptional places for resources used in the process of education. If you visit a website like this, you will probably notice dozens of tutorials and guides that can help you with school projects. There are other useful videos and written documents there too. Remember that the bulk of these resources are completely free and you can access them from any place you want (TECHTIMES.com 2021). In the year 2020, during the lockdown as a result of the effect of COVID-19, a lot of schools had to go online in order to continue the process and teaching and learning. Classrooms where brought to laptops, tablets and phones for students and teachers to be able to communicate. Zoom, WhatsApp, YouTube, Google Classroom amongst many where platforms used by educational institutions to facilitate education virtually. With respect to this development, we see how social media greatly aided educating the society. Presently, many schools have embraced the aspect of e-learning to further boost education and this has reduced the stress of teachers having to cater for a lot of students within a limited period of time. Students can now go online and learn at their own pace even at the absence of the teacher; provided there are guides to that effect. Social media has become one of the well-known communication tools, predominantly in the school community. Social media are also up-and-coming as online year book for private and public use. It permits anyone from the general public to register and connect to others. It allows participant the opportunity for just in time learning and engagement and approved curriculum.
	Rapid development of information and communication technologies has brought changes in various pedagogical and technological applications and processes (Mazman & Usluel, 2010). YouTube is the most frequently used social media tool in the classroom (Moran, Seaman, & Tinti-Kane 2012). Students can produce videos to share with others. Sherer and Shea (2011) claimed that YouTube increased participation, personalization (customization), and productivity. Eick & King (2012) found that videos kept students’ attention, generated interest in the subject, and clarified course content. Facebook allows students to ask more minor questions that they might not otherwise feel motivated to visit a professor in person during office hours to ask (Miloševic et al., 2015; Moody 2010). Mazman and Usluel maintain that instructors should know how students use Facebook and why it has become so popular. Junco et al. (2011) fulfilled a study of 132 students to look at the link between Twitter, student engagement and students’ grades. They separated the students into two groups, one used Twitter and the other did not. From the findings, they concluded that using Twitter in educationally related ways had a positive effect on student engagement. Their outcome recommended that Twitter can be used to engage students in ways that are important for their academic and psychosocial growth. Twitter assignments elevated active learning by helping students relate the course material to their own experiences both inside and outside of the classroom. They also found that Twitter was utilized to talk about material, put in order study groups, post class announcements, and connect with classmates. Twitter allowed students to participate with each other in class (back channel) and extend discussion outside of class. Since the posts cannot exceed hundred and forty characters, students were required to express ideas, reflect, and focus on important concepts in a succinct manner (Gao, Luo, and Zhang 2012). Social technologies can make available new opportunities to engage learners and many educators are discovering impactful strategies for using them in face-toface, blended and online classrooms (Seaman & Tinti-Kane, 2013). Social media gives students the opportunity to gather lots of information towards developing themselves academically and even socially, which in turn can help students to become more equipped towards achieving their goals. Lau (2012) stated that online social networks assist kick off educational activities among students.
	Studies also show that social networking tools support educational activities by making interaction, collaboration, active participation, information and resource sharing, and critical thinking possible (Mazman & Usluel, 2010). Students frequently use worldwide social networks (i.e., Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Classroom 2.0, etc.) for different purposes and around 60% of these students say they use social networking tools to discuss classes, for learning outside school, and planning for college (Masic et al., 2012). Students also account that they are using chatting, text messaging, blogging, and online communities, such as MySpace and Facebook, for academic activities, including partnership on school projects. A study by Kumar (2014) discovered that social networking media gave a sense of belonging to an academic community, as the students communicate online with their friends whom mostly they met in school. Two step stream relations, student to student and teacher to student favored academic learning through social networks. The utilization of these networks has to be closely controlled as it can lead to disruption from education. The social networks used for educational coaching and social networking sites that students used for academic purposes are the YouTube, WhatsApp and Facebook. Blogs can be made use of in classroom environment for diary entry; it also can be a functional tool to connect communication between study groups within a class or other classes or even schools. Blogs can especially encourage the students, especially those who in any other case may not end up becoming participants in the classrooms. It gives excellent opportunities for students to read and write effective forums for collaboration and discussion, and powerful tools to enable scaffolding learning or mentoring to occur (Nguyen, 2015).
Student’s Exposure to Social Media
A direct relationship exists between Social media usage and the academic performance of students in secondary schools. However the darker side of technological evolution has resulted in dilemmas such as the setback of real values of life especially among students with a strong effect on the way they speak and write English Language in recent times.
Online social networking sites focus on building and reflecting social associations among people who share common interests and or activities and with so many social networking sites displayed on the internet, students are tempted to abandon their homework and reading times in preference for chatting online with friends and acquaintances. Many students are now addicted to the online rave of the moment with special interest on Facebook, Twitter and Whatsapp which has drastically affected their English Language ability as a result of word coinage and abbreviations of English words.
Today most youths and students possess social media accounts. The reason most of them perform badly in school and especially in English grammar related subjects might not be far- fetched. While many parents are so quick to blame the poor quality of teachers, they might have to think twice, if they have not heard about the Facebook frenzy (Oche & Aminu, 2020).  In (Obi, Bulus, Adamu & Sala’at 2021), it was observed that the use of these sites also affects students’ use of English and grammar.  Olubiyi (2021) noted that these days’ particularly higher institution students are so engrossed in the social media that they are almost 24 hours online. Even in classrooms and lecture theatres, it has been observed that some students are always busy with social media platforms like Whatsapp, Tik-tok, or Facebook chat, even while lectures are going on. Since most times, these chatting just buzzed in at unexpected times, the only way to quickly respond without delay is by using short abbreviations to save time and space. Because they are used to short forms and abbreviations in their chats, they forget and use the same in the classrooms, they use things like 4 in place of for, U in place of You, D in place of The etc. and this obviously affects their class assessment. For instance, see below a chat message between two students while lecture was going on:
Tope:	i, ao r u? ( Hi, How are you?)
John:	V fyn (Very Fine)
Tope:	Sup: (What’s up)
John: Sul (See you later)
As a result, students are beginning to lose touch with the correct way of using English grammar because they are fast adapting to the ungrammatical way of writing and communication especially among their peers and the problem with it is that they see no reason why they cannot continue using it as long as it is acceptable and understandable to them. In fact they see you as not trendy or being archaic if you are unable to flow in those terms and slangs. The question that seems unanswered is how long will this continue or are we going to adapt to this new system of writing and speaking English Language? 
It is highly worrisome to know that students we are hoping to be the future of our tomorrow are already using their precious time that should be used for meaningful learning and innovations today, for making friends and associations via the social media platform that may not only distract them from their studies but also mar their future reality. Hence most students’ academics suffer setback as a result of distraction from these social media and erode their ability they once had to employ good English grammar in communicative events.
Most Used Social Media Networks By Students
A. 	Facebook 
The primary feature of Facebook is a wall on which each user maintains a profile. The wall is a webpage containing basic information and personal information (Pempek etal., 2019), and it also shows friends, photos, likes, subscriptions, and statuses. The status feature plays an important role on Facebook because users use their status to inform others about what they are currently doing or what is happening to them. Users can do many things with their Facebook page. First, users can upload pictures into photo albums and can tag pictures to friends, or if friends do not want to be tagged, they can untag them. Besides uploading pictures, users can also post links or videos from other websites, such as news and YouTube videos that they want to share with their friends or that they think may be of interest to others
Facebook is a popular free social networking website that allows registered users to create profiles, upload photos and video, send messages and keep in touch with friends, family and colleagues. The latest version of Facebook, the Timeline, allows people to look at the users’ entries chronologically. That means that the solution to keeping previous important information up to date is to remind friends on the latest posts, to look at the previous posts or to repost the message. 
In order to be a member of Facebook, users first need to register. Then, users are able to create a personal profile to be used when they interact with others, add other users as friends, exchange public or private online messages, express common interests between users, build and maintain connections, and invite others to join a community (Davis et al., 2021; Pempek et al., 2021). According to Shih (2021), Facebook provides users with a variety of means to communicate and interact with each other and to make new friends all over the world. Facebook has become the most popular social networking site among students and worldwide. Facebook is used in multilingual languages; 70 languages  around the world including many countries. According to Mark Zuckerberg, the CEO of Facebook, Facebook’s number of active users hit one billion as of September, 2012, with a larger number of active users than any other social networking sites (Davies, 2012; Grandoni, 2012; Guynn, 2012; Tsukayama, 2012). Given the fact that the world population is about 7 billion, about one in every seven people uses Facebook. The United States alone has the largest number of users; approximately 167.4 million people (53.9%) use Facebook. 
These merits of Facebook and the free access to internet enabled smartphones that is easily available to these students coupled with the need to belong and be socially exposed and accepted among their peer group contributed immensely to their yearning to always be on the internet even when they should be preparing for examinations. 
According to Kuppuswamy and Shankar (2020), One thing this addiction has done however, is to grab the attention of students from engaging in meaningful academic activity and then diverts it towards non-educational and inappropriate actions including useless chatting which has eroded their ability to use and write English Language correctly the way they were taught originally and the with this problem is that they seems not to understand the negative effects this exposure is having on them one of which is their failure in English Language related subjects during examinations. The truth is some students are fluent in English grammar until they are exposed to the social media.
B. 	Whatsapp
Whatsapp is one of the changes in technology that is commonly used on specific mobile phones and computers. Since the Smartphones became popular, many messaging services were launched but Whatsapp has become very popular among them. The service is free for oneyear and after that a very small amount is charged yearly. Whatsapp Messenger has been around for a while but recent updates have improved the functionality of the application since its release date. The Whatsapp messenger was purposely created by Brian Acton and Jan Koum (2019) to make communication and the distribution of multimedia messaging more easily and faster. In as much as the application brings us so many benefits, it has also got it flaws that are currently causing more harm than good among the students today. In cognizance of the rate at which our youth at tertiary institutions are hooking up to social media, there is the need to educate them on its advantages and disadvantages in their academic performance accordingly.
 The main purpose behind this application is to replace SMS with a cross platform mobile messenger that works on an internet data plan. If you have unlimited text, it is still beneficial as it is a convenient way to skip international fees that carriers may charge. It is currently available for iPhone, Android, Windows Phone, Nokia Symbian60 and S40 and Blackberry. It is popular because there is no cost to message friends and family other than the internet data plan that users already have on their phones. With whatsapp messenger, communication through mobile phones has become easier, faster and cheaper. It is less expensive as compared to the normal phone messaging. An individual can chat with friends and family overseas through whatsapp without having to incur global SMS charges. The provision and access to learning material anywhere, anytime, and in various formats has potential to enhance deep student learning capabilities. In higher education, whatsapp is used for the enhancement of discussions and sharing information among students and their lecturers. Yalcinalp and Gulbahar,( 2020) articulate the value of these applications as follows: encourage learners to learn by anticipating needs, make collaborative learning efficient and effective, build a relationship that stimulates learner-to-learner for consistent and progressive learning. Despite the aforementioned academic incentives offered by these technologies, limited research has been conducted to determine the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the use of the application and students performance


Negative Impact of WhatsApp
Absence of cross compatibility: WhatsApp can only send messages to people who have the same application installed on their phones. In a nutshell, it is a restrictive technology for the users. In addition, you cannot send a message to the recipient if you do not have an internet connection. Moreover, the data from the application cannot be transferred to the inbox of the phone.
An unwelcome distraction: WhatsApp is known to cause addiction to the teens as they continue to check the phone for messages. As a result, people are not able to focus on important tasks. The continuous receiving of jokes and trolls can drive people insane and makes them crazy. Lots of irrelevant questions cloud the mind when somebody on the other end is not responding to the messages on the phone.
Aloofness from the real world: People engaged with WhatsApp lose their touch to the outside world. As a result, they become social inaccessible and aloof. Non-interaction with the society proves harmful to the WhatsApp addict. They are extremely obsessed with sharing of selfies, videos and audio files among their friends and colleagues.
C.	Twitter
Twitter is an online social networking service that enables users to send and read short 140-character messages called "tweets". Registered users can read and post tweets, but those who are unregistered can only read them. Users access Twitter through the website interface, SMS or mobile device app. Twitter Inc. is based in San Francisco and has more than 25 offices around the world. Twitter is a free micro blogging service that allows registered members to broadcast short posts called tweets. Twitter members can broadcast tweets and follow other users' tweets by using multiple platforms and devices.
Twitter was created in March 2006 by Jack Dorsey, Evan Williams, Biz Stone, and Noah Glass and launched in July 2006. The service rapidly gained worldwide popularity, with more than 100 million users posting 340 million tweets a day in 2012. The service also handled 1.6 billion search queries per day. In 2013, it was one of the ten most-visited websites and has been described as "the SMS of the Internet". As of March 2016, Twitter has more than 310 million monthly active users.
D.	Wikipedia
This is a free, open content online encyclopedia created through the collaborative effort of a community of users known as Wikipedia’s. Anyone registered on the site can create an article for publication; registration is not required to edit articles. Wikipedia was founded in January of 2001.
Effect of Social Network Media On Student 
There is no gain-saying the fact that social media has completely changed the way people interact globally. In one sense though, it has led to positive changes in the way people communicate and share information; but however, it has a dark side, which seems to be so gloomy than its bright side. Social networking can sometimes result in negative outcomes, and some with long-term consequences even as terrible as death. Of course we have heard stories of such incidence, the recent was a young girl who met some guys online and was lured into meeting physically for further relationship only for her to be raped to death and buried. That was how harmful it could be.
The preoccupation of students with the various social media networks these days is quiet alarming. It is very rare to see a senior class secondary student without an internet enabled mobile device while walking on the road and even in the school environment. Although some secondary school authorities are trying not to encourage this by not allowing students bring mobile device to the school environment, but some parents will insist they allow their children because that is the only way to monitor their movements and know where they are at any point in time. Though the reason may sound genuine, but the negative impact on the long run is unimaginable because this will only give them unrestricted and unguarded freedom particularly if its internet enabled device. 
However, there are always to sides to a coin; good or bad, left or right, up or down. To ascertain the negative impacts of the social media on student’s life, considering its positive influence on them will give us a good basis to make an informed conclusion.
Merits of Social Media to Students
i.	Social Constructivism – In the age of Wikipedia, knowledge is increasingly becoming a social construction rather than the domain of an individual expert. Social media provides an easily accessible tool for helping students to work together to create their own meaning in academic subjects, social contexts, or work environments. Supporting the development of this skill for students prepares them for real working experiences.
ii.	Breadth of Knowledge – While “shallowness” of knowledge and connections  listed as one of negatives of social media, the flipside of that shallowness is the broadness of the knowledge and connectedness that students can experience through social media use. It is now easier than ever to know (or find out) something about almost anything in the world through connected media e.g. Google. Additionally, students can be connected to a broader base of opinions and world views through instantaneous global connections.
iii.	Technological Literacy – All social media relies on advanced information and communication technologies that seamlessly work to build and support technological literacy. Simply put, one cannot be engaged in deep and meaningful uses of technology without developing the sorts of rich 21st Century skills such as information evaluation, troubleshooting, mediated communication, and others that will enable connected learners to become valuable contributors to a connected global economy
While social networking has clearly demonstrable negative impacts, it is most likely here to stay. Deciding whether you or your children will use social networking is an individual choice. By using it responsibly and encouraging your children to do the same, you can harness the benefits of social networking as stated above while avoiding the drawbacks
DeMerits of Social Media on Students
Secobdary school students all over the world have been negatively affected by social media networking sites. Despite its positive influence, there are more negative effects that social networking sites are associated with. Whatsapp, Facebook and other social networks have had a huge influence on teenagers who are majorly high school students, the over use of these sites has led to all sorts of problems from academic to personal related issues including low grade marks in examinations particularly in English related subjects, anxiety, violence, depression and cyber bulling. But generally, the social media has actually impacted negatively on its users in one way or other including:
Diminishing Privacy: Many social networking sites regularly make changes that require you to update your settings in order to maintain your privacy, and frequently it is difficult to discover how to enable settings for your appropriate level of privacy. Because of this, many users do not realize how much private information they are allowing to become public by not re-evaluating settings every time the network makes a change.
Isolation: While on the surface it appears social networking brings people together across the Internet, in a larger sense it may create social isolation, according to a BBC News report.  As people spend increasing amounts of time on social networks, they experience less face-to-face interaction. Scientists have evaluated social isolation in many studies, and have determined that it can lead to a host of mental, psychological, emotional and physical problems including depression, anxiety, somatic complaints and many others. 
Social Media Negative Influence on Students
Research has proven that social media has many negative impacts on the lives of high school students. Most sources agree that social networking sites have brought some worrisome negative influence on teens and young adults. Common among others are enumerated below.
i. 	Health Consequences	
This is first and foremost the most critical of all the disadvantages the social media can have on anybody either students or professional. It is a healthy mind that stays and lives healthy, so anything that threatens the health of an individual calls for serious attention. It is actually a thing of surprise that an innovation that was meant to engender technological advancement could bring with it a deadly consequence. 
The overconsumption of social media among students can have a negative effect on their mental health and make them more prone to depression, anxiety and other psychological disorders. A 2010 Case Western Reserve School of Medicine study showed hyper-networking (more than three hours on social networks per day) and hyper texting (more than 120 text messages per day) correlated with unhealthy behaviors in teens, including drinking, smoking and sexual activity. Hyper-networking was also associated with depression, substance abuse, poor sleep patterns, suicide and poor academic performance.
ii. 	Distraction: Reiner (2018) in his article, is talking not about the momentary distraction of an isolated text message, but rather the way in which social media involvement provides an acceptable diversion from intellectual pursuits. Essentially, he is arguing that it is socially safer to  stay connected to peers through always-on social media, than it is to put  oneself out there by having a legitimate opinion about a serious topic and  disconnecting from the social networks long enough to put it out there.
iii. 	Literacy Errors: This is one of the texting also threatens students’ literacy because it creates undesirable reading and writing habits due to common use of abbreviations and unusual jargon, thereby damaging students’ ability to employ formal literacy skills. Text messaging is deemed to be detrimental to students’ language proficiency since students mix this “text language” with the standard language they learn at school. Consequently, students displayed numerous errors ranging from incorrect spellings to “ungrammatical” sentence constructions (Mphahlele & Mashamaite, 2020). The danger extends to class-work, examinations and research reports, especially in an academic environment (Dansieh, 2018).
iv. 	Pressure to Conform – Reiner cites examples of students confiding in him that one of the main reasons behind their 24/7 connection is the fear of not keeping up with peers or appearing “like a loser in public,” Students wants to put up the  “ I know what is happening” attitude to show to their peers that they also belong to that category of happening guys around. This is more dangerous in a society like Nigeria where parents have little or no time for their wards either personally or academically, so they students are most of the times at the mercy of friends and peer group to relate and the only connection point is the social media network
v. 	Shallowness – This is an addition to Reiner’s points, but social media does promote a kind of intellectual and social shallowness that could have long-term negative consequences for learners.  Twitter, text messages, and other social media tools focus on brief, quick, “shallow” interactions that do not encourage either deep social engagement or intellectual exploration. There is, after all, only so much information that can be obtained in 140 characters. While the option to dig deeper may be present through embedded links in Tweets, for example, there may be little reward in pursuing those connections for students.
vi. 	Poor Grammar Usage: This is one of the most traumatic effects of social media on the average secondary school student. The fact that they have so much to say in a short time and space had increased the usage of short words and coinages. In fact, some are so comfortably used to these word abbreviations and ungrammatical spellings that they are not so cautious even during examinations. The social media more than its good influence on learning has helped so much to encourage poor grammar usage, and spelling due to short words and abbreviations, the result of which has been mass failure of students in English Language and other English related courses or subjects.
vii. 	Spread of Wrong Information: Another error the Social media has pioneered is the simple and easy way it spreads information that otherwise has not been verified or authenticated which and is perceived as fact even when there are not evidence or evidence available are  in the contrary. This is done via the “broadcast” features on the social network platform which enables the user to send a message to hundreds of contacts or groups at the same time and the other recipients keep sending most times without taking time to read the contents of the message. This has led to people getting wrong information and some ignorantly following suit only to realize at the tail end that it’s nothing but a scam.
viii. 	Exposure to Online Predators: Another terrible effect of social media usage to the students and teenagers is that it opens them up ignorantly to online predators and scammer who takes an undue advantage of the innocence and ignorance of these students, polluting their mindset and making them believe they are much more than they truly are. This is how some students have been introduced to bad habits of gambling, prostitution, smoking without their parents having an idea of what is happening to them.
ix. 	Decrease in Students’ Productivity: When the time that should be wisely invested in academic and profitable venture is wasted on ephemeral things as chatting and making friends on social media network, the result is always unproductivity. Even workers that are no disciplined about the usage of this application find themselves in the web of habitually checking social networking sites while they should be working thereby decreasing their productive level.
x. 	Cyber bullying: One other effect of consistent exposure to social media network usage among students is that it encourages the use of fowl languages and cyber bullying. 


Social Media Network Language Versus Standard English
Below the list of the common words and abbreviations used in social media network chats compared to Standard English
	
Slang Term
	
Standard English
	
Meaning

	2
	To
	

	2mr
	Tomorrow
	

	4ward
	Forward
	

	AFAIK
	As Far as I know
	

	AMA
	Ask me anything
	

	ATW
	All the way
	

	BRB
	Be right back
	

	Bestie
	Best Friend
	

	Bling
	shining
	Overly flashy jewelry

	Bro
	Brother
	Relation

	BTW
	By the way
	

	B4
	Before
	

	BFF
	Best friend forever
	

	BTAIM
	Be that as it may
	

	dets
	Details
	Comprehensive report

	DYD
	Don't you dare
	

	9it
	Night
	

	Faceremorse
	Remorse after posting on Facebook
	

	fav
	Favorite
	

	fb
	Facebook
	

	fbo
	Facebook official
	

	FTR
	For the record
	

	FTTB
	For the time being
	

	FTW
	For the win
	

	gf
	Girlfriend
	

	GIF
	Graphics Interchange Format
	

	GMAB
	Give me a break
	

	gonna
	Going to
	

	GPOY
	Gratuitous picture of yourself
	

	GTG
	Good to go
	

	Hipster
	Alternative subculture
	

	HMU
	Hit me up
	

	Hot
	Beautiful
	

	HRU
	How are you
	

	IAB
	In a bit
	

	IC
	I see
	

	ICYMI
	In case you missed it
	

	IIRC
	If I remember correctly
	

	IKR
	I know, right?
	

	IMO
	In my opinion
	

	IMY
	I miss you
	

	IOU
	I owe you
	

	KWIM
	Know what I mean
	

	L8
	Late
	

	l8r
	Later
	

	LAN
	Local Area Network
	

	lil
	Little
	

	LOL
	Laughing out loud
	

	lolz
	Laugh out louds
	

	LTD
	Lovers till death
	

	LYL
	Love you lots
	

	MCM
	Man-crush Monday
	

	MIA
	Missing in action
	

	Movember
	Mustache-growing November
	

	MTF
	More to follow
	

	mysp
	MySpace
	

	nvm
	Nevermind
	

	OBO
	Or best offer
	

	obv
	Obviously
	

	OIC
	Oh, I see
	

	OMG
	Oh my gosh
	

	PIO
	Pass it on
	

	pls
	Please
	

	PM
	Postmeridian
	

	PP
	Profile picture
	

	PTL
	Praise the Lord
	

	rly
	Really
	

	RT
	Retweet
	

	RU
	Are you
	

	Selfie
	A picture of yourself
	

	SFF
	So freaking funny
	

	SMH
	Shaking my head
	

	Snapstreak
	Snapchat streak
	

	Stoked
	Excited
	

	Swag
	Skills or style
	

	TBR
	To be rude
	

	TBR
	To be real
	

	TC
	Take care
	

	TFW
	That feeling when
	

	thx
	Thanks
	

	TIL
	Today I learned
	

	TISNF
	That is so not fair
	

	TSNF
	That's so not fair
	

	TTYL
	Talk to you later
	

	Tweet
	Twitter post
	

	Twitterverse
	Twitter universe
	

	TY
	Thank you
	

	U2U
	Up to you
	

	Uwc
	You are welcome
	

	Unfriend
	To remove a friend on Facebook
	

	Vine
	6 second video
	

	WADR
	With all due respect
	

	WCW
	Woman-crush Wednesday
	

	WDYT
	What do you think
	

	Whoa
	Expression of surprise
	

	XO
	Kiss and Hug
	

	Y
	Why
	

	YOLO
	You only live once
	

	yt
	YouTube
	

	
	You're welcome
	


Summary of the Reviewed Literature 
The positive as well as the negative influence of social medias on students’ grades have been noted to be related to addictive use of SNSs. This appears to be the reason why Englander, Terregrossa and Wang (2020) found that internet usage is negatively associated with academic performance of student users which is together with Nalwa and Anand (2022) proposal that addicted internet users prefer using the internet to set back their personal and professional responsibilities and this ultimately leads to poor academic performance. Still another set of studies have found that the said positive or negative effects are not automatic, but largely depends on the individual user and how well students can manage their academic responsibilities despite making use of social media. 
The above literature review reveals that research on the role of social media and social networking sites in academic performance of students is still debatable. Most of the researchers have created more questions that finding answers. The detailed study of literature review revealed that the major factors on which social media has its impact in the life of students include their academic performance, social behavior, health and privacy issues. The previous studies have shown that there has been a slight difference in the impacts of social media on both male and female students. In order to confirm that, major results have been analyzed. Some of the results are similar to previous studies and researches, while some of the results are contrary to the previous work done in this regard.
Generally, the foregoing review of concepts and studies have shown most evidently that social media as exemplified by social networking sites have both negative and positive influence on the academic performance of students. Evidence and contributions of the different authors reviewed in this chapter indicates that education has been discovered as the only means towards youth liberation from this crave of social media addict in the education sector. Education also is a medium through which youths can contribute meaningfully their own quota to the nations building. 


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This chapter focuses on the research methodology and it gives detail information on the research design, sampling and sampling procedure, research instrument, validity and reliability of the instrument. This chapter also presents the administration of the instrument and method of data analysis.
Research Design
	The descriptive survey method will be used for this study. Bello (2015) quoted Fajemidagba (2014) noted that descriptive survey method enable the researcher to obtain the opinions from the sample of a selected population or representative so as to know the perception of the whole population about the topic being research.
Population of the Study
	The term population is generally used to denote the total number of people in one geographical area (Nwana 2019). The population of the study therefore will comprise of both teachers and students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
Sampling according to Gay (2018) is the process of selecting a number of individuals for a study in such a way that individuals represent the larger group from which they are selected. For the purpose of this study, simple random sampling techniques is used to select both teachers and students in secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. A sample of 10 teachers and 100 students will be randomly selected from ten secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. 


Research Instrument 
This refers to the tools or methods used by researchers to collect, measure, and analyze data. These instruments are essential for gathering the information needed to answer research questions and test hypotheses. The choice of research instrument is critical as it affects the validity, reliability, and accuracy of the data collected. The instrument used for this study is a structured questionnaire. It contains two (2) sections. Section A contains demographic data of teachers and students such as sex, class, teachers educational qualification and teachers years of experience.
Section B consists items questionnaires, the respondents were expected to response to a four liker scale response format which indicates: Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D), Strongly Disagreed (SD).
Validity of the Instrument 
Both content and face validity of the instrument will be established by giving the initial draft to the project supervisor. The supervisor corrections, comments and views will be taken into consideration before administration of the questionnaire to the concerned respondents used in the study.
Reliability of the Student 
Reliability is the consistency, accuracy, stability and trustworthiness of a measuring instrument or score obtained, that is, how far the same instrument would give the same score on different occasions or with different sets of equivalent items under the same condition. The reliability of the instrument will be established using a test-retest method. 


Administration of the Instrument 
	Administration of the instrument is to show case the administration of the instrument. The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the teachers and students of the ten selected secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State.
Data Analysis Techniques 
	Responses from the questionnaire will be analyze using the descriptive statistics of frequency counts and percentage while chi-square statistics will be used to test the research hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.





CHAPTER FOUR 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
	This chapter presents the results and discussion of findings on the current study titled “effect of the language of social media on the academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English Examination” 
Data Analysis
	The study was carried out in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. Ten schools were selected and both students and teachers were sampled. However, ten teachers and 100 students were selected for this study making a total number of 110 respondents. 
Demographical Distribution of Respondents 
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Teacher: Male
                Female
                Total
Student:  Male
                Female
                Total
	6
4
10
55
45
100
	60%
40%
100%
55%
45%
100%


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024. 
	Table 1 above show that 60% of the teachers who answered to the questionnaire were male and 40% others were female teachers. Also, 55% of the students were male and 45% were female students who answered to the research questions. 


Table 2: Qualification of Teachers
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE 
	-
	-

	HND
	3
	30%

	B.Sc (ED)
	4
	40%

	PGDE/PDE
	3
	30%

	M.Sc
	-
	-

	Total
	10
	100%


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 2 shows that 3(30%) of the teachers were teachers with HND holder. 4(40%) are teachers with B.Sc(ED) qualification and 4(40%) others are teachers with PGDE/PDE qualification.   
Table 3: Respondents Years of Experience
	Years of Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1 - 5 years
	4
	40%

	6 – 10 years
	3
	30%

	11 – 15 years
	1
	10%

	16 – 20 years
	1
	10%

	20 years and above
	1
	10%

	Total
	10
	100%


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	The table above shows that 40% of the teachers had been in teaching services for about 1 – 5 years. 3(230%) of the teachers had been in teaching service for about 6 – 10 years. 1(10%) of them had an experience of 11 – 15 years, 1(10%) had experience of 16 – 20 years in teaching job and 1(10%) had also been in teacher service for over 20 years.
Presentation of Results
Research Question 1: How does the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S. 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations?
Table 4: Teachers response on how social media language affect the writing skill of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination
N = 10
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	The use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays.
	6
(60%)
	4
(40%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	2.
	Student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays.
	7
(70%)
	3
(30%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	3.
	Social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing.
	8
(80%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	4.
	Student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language.
	5
(50%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	5.
	Social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing.
	4
(40%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	1
(10%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 4 above shows the responses of the teachers on how the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the result above, 100% of the teachers agreed that the use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays. Majority of the teachers also agreed that student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays and social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing. Further, 5(50%) strongly agreed and 3(30%) agreed that student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language while 2(20%) disagreed. Also, 70% of the teacher totally agreed that social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing while 30% totally disagreed to this assertion.


Table 5: Students response on how social media language affect the writing skill of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination
N = 100
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	The use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays.
	40
(40%)
	60
(60%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	2.
	Student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays.
	35
(35%)
	45
(45%)
	15
(15%)
	5
(5%)

	3.
	Social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing.
	48
(48%)
	37
(37%)
	12
(12%)
	3
(3%)

	4.
	Student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language.
	40
(40%)
	20
(20%)
	18
(18%)
	22
(22%)

	5.
	Social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing.
	31
(31%)
	38
(38%)
	25
(25%)
	6
(6%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 5 shows the responses of students on social media language affect the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the results above, 40% strongly agreed and 60% of the students agreed that the use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays. 80(80%) of the students totally agreed that that student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays while 20(20%) disagreed. 48(48%) and 37(37%) strongly agreed and agreed respectively that social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing while 12(12%) disagreed and 3(3%) strongly disagreed to this assertion. Further, 40(40%) strongly agreed and 2(20%) agreed that student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language while 18(18%) and 22(22%) disagreed respectively. Also, 31% and 38% of the students strongly agreed and agreed that social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing while 25% and 6% totally disagreed to this assertion.


Research Question 2: What is the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO?
Table 6: Teachers response on the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	Frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores.
	5
(50%)
	5
(50%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	2.
	If students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores.
	8
(80%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	3.
	There is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media
	5
(50%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	4.
	Students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage.
	6
(60%)
	2
(20%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	5.
	Student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores.
	3
(30%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	2
(20%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 6 shows the responses of teachers on the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and English examination scores of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO. Based on the results above, 100% of the teachers agreed that frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores and if students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores. 80% of the teachers totally agreed that there is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media while 20% disagreed. Further, 80% of the teachers agreed that students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage while 20% disagreed. Also, 60% of the teachers totally agreed that student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores while 40% totally disagreed to this assertion.
Table 7: Students response on the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	Frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores.
	40
(40%)
	30
(30%)
	10
(1%)
	20
(20%)

	2.
	If students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores.
	60
(60%)
	20
(20%)
	8
(8%)
	12
(12%)

	3.
	There is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media
	50
(50%)
	20
(20%)
	20
(20%)
	10
(10%)

	4.
	Students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage.
	60
(60%)
	20
(20%)
	20
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	5.
	Student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores.
	40
(40%)
	20
(20%)
	20
(20%)
	20
(20%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 7 above shows the response of students on the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and English examination scores of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO. Based on the result above, 70% of the students agreed that frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores while 30% disagreed. 80% totally agreed that if students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores while 20% disagreed. 70% of the students totally agreed that there is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media while 30% disagreed. Further, 80% of the students agreed that students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage while 20% disagreed. Also, 60% of the students totally agreed that student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores while 40% totally disagreed to this assertion.


Research Question 3: In what ways do S.S. 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills?	
Table 8: Teachers responses on what ways do S.S 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills.
	8
(80%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)
	0
(0%)

	2.
	Students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings.
	5
(50%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	3.
	Social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary.
	5
(50%)
	2
(20%)
	2
(20%)
	1
(10%)

	4.
	The influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules.
	5
(50%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	0
(0%)

	5.
	Using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English.
	4
(40%)
	3
(30%)
	2
(20%)
	1
(10%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 8 above shows the teachers responses on what ways S.S 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills. Based on the results above, majority of the teachers agreed that social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills. 80% of the teachers totally agreed that students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings while 20% disagreed. 70% of the teachers agreed that social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary while 30% disagreed. Further, 80% of the teachers agreed that the influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules while 20% disagreed. Also, 70% of the teachers agreed that using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English while 30% disagreed to this assertion.
Table 9: Students responses on what ways do S.S 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills.
	50
(50%)
	20
(20%)
	10
(10%)
	20
(20%)

	2.
	Students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings.
	40
(40%)
	32
(32%)
	17
(17%)
	11
(11%)

	3.
	Social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary.
	36
(36%)
	33
(33)
	24
(24%)
	7
(7%)

	4.
	The influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules.
	43
(43%)
	31
(31%)
	15
(15%)
	11
(11%)

	5.
	Using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English.
	35
(35%)
	32
(32%)
	20
(20%)
	13
(13%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 9 above shows the student’s responses on what ways S.S 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills. Based on the results above, 70% of the students totally agreed that social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills while 30% disagreed. 73% of the students totally agreed that students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings while 27% disagreed. 69% of the students totally agreed that social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary while 31% disagreed. Further, 74% of the students totally agreed that the influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules while 26% disagreed. Also, 67% of the students totally agreed that using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English while 33% disagreed to this assertion.


Research Question 4: What strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations?
Table 10: Teachers responses on the strategies to be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations	
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	Incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language.
	7
(70%)
	3
(30%)
	0 (0%)
	0(0%)

	2.
	Limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance.
	5
(50%)
	4
(40%)
	1
(10%)
	0 (0%)

	3.
	Encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language.
	5
(50%)
	5
(50%)
	0(0%)
	0(0%)

	4.
	Providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial.
	6
(60%)
	4
(40%)
	0(0%)
	0(0%)

	5.
	Teachers correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve.
	7
(60%)
	3
(30%)
	0
(0%)
	0(0%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 10 above shows the responses of the teachers on what strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations. Based on the results above, 100% of the teachers totally agreed that incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language. 90% of the teachers agreed that limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance while 10% disagreed. 100% of the teachers totally agreed that encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language and also, providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial. Lastly, all the teachers agreed that correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve. 
Table 11: Students responses on the strategies to be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations	
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
(%)
	A
(%)
	D
(%)
	SD
(%)

	1.
	Incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language.
	52
(52%)
	48
(48%)
	0 (0%)
	0(0%)

	2.
	Limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance.
	44
(44%)
	56
(56%)
	0
(0%)
	0 (0%)

	3.
	Encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language.
	59
(59%)
	41
(41%)
	0(0%)
	0(0%)

	4.
	Providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial.
	63
(63%)
	37
(37%)
	0(0%)
	0(0%)

	5.
	Teachers correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve.
	62
(62%)
	38
(38%)
	0
(0%)
	0(0%)


Source: Field survey by Jimoh Rasheedat, 2024.
	Table 11 above shows the responses of the student’s on what strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations. Based on the results above, 100% of the students totally agreed that incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language. 100% of the student’s agreed that limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance.  All the students also agreed that encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language and also, providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial. Lastly, all the students agreed that correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve.
Testing of Hypotheses
Hypothesis One: Social media languages does not significantly affect the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations
Table 12: Chi-square analysis on social media language effect on students writing skills 
	Variable
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal.
	X2 Crit.
	P-value
	Remark

	Social Media Language and Students Writing skills
	
22.14
	
9.61
	
12
	
35.11
	
21.02
	
0.05
	
H01 
rejected



	Table 12 above shows the outcome of the chi-square results, the result shows that the calculated X2 value of 35.11 is greater than the critical X2 value of 21.02 at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore the null hypothesis which stated that social media language does not significantly affect the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination is hereby rejected. This implies that the language of social greatly affect students writing skills in WACE/NECO English examination. 
Hypothesis Two: There is no significant relationship between students used of social media language and students academic performance in WAEC/NECO English examination. 
Table 13: Chi-square analysis on the significant relationship between students used of social media language and academic performance in WAEC/NECO English examination
	Variable 
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal.
	X2 Crit.
	P-value
	Remark

	Social media language and academic performance of students in WAEC/NECO English examination 
	
29.09
	
6.06
	
12
	
47.23
	
21.02
	
0.05
	
H02 
rejected



Table above reveals that the calculated X2 value of 47.23 is greater than the critical X2 value of 21.02 at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypotheses above which stated that there is no significant relationship between students used of social media language and students academic performance in WAEC/NECO English examination is hereby rejected. This implies that there is significant relationship between the two variables. Thus, social media language has significant impact on students academic performance in WAEC/NECO examination.



Discussion of Findings 
	Table 4 and 5 the responses of the teachers and students on how the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the result above, 100% of the students and teachers agreed that the use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays. Majority of the teachers and students  also agreed that student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays and social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing. Further, both the students and teachers agreed that student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language while few disagreed disagreed. Also, 70% of the teacher and students totally agreed that social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing while 30% totally disagreed to this assertion.
	Table 6 and 7 shows the responses of teachers and students on the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and English examination scores of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO. Based on the results above, 100% of the teachers agreed that frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores and if students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores. The teachers and students totally agreed that there is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media while 20% disagreed. Further, 80% of the teachers and students  agreed that students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage while 20% disagreed. Also, 60% of the teachers and students totally agreed that student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores while 40% totally disagreed to this assertion.
	Table 8 and 9 shows results on the responses of teachers and students on what ways S.S 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills. Based on the results above, majority of the teachers and students agreed that social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills. 80% of the teachers and students totally agreed that students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings while 20% disagreed. 70% of the teachers and students agreed that social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary while 30% disagreed. Further, 80% of the teachers and students agreed that the influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules while 20% disagreed. Also, 70% of the students and teachers agreed that using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English while 30% disagreed to this assertion.
	Table 10 and 11 above shows the responses of the teachers and students on what strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations. Based on the results above, 100% of the teachers and students totally agreed that incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language. 90% of the teachers and students agreed that limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance while 10% disagreed. Further, majority of the teachers and students totally agreed that encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language and also, providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial. Also it was agreed by both the teachers and students agreed that correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve.
	Based on the results of the hypothesis in table 12, the hypothesis which stated that social media language does not significantly affect the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination was rejected. Implying that the language of social greatly affect students writing skills in WACE/NECO English examination. This was in agreement with the study of Sansieh (2018) who asserts that students use of social media language has created undesirable reading and writing habits due to common use of abbreviations, and unsual jargons, thereby damaging students ability to employ formal literacy skills. 
Table 13 revealed that the null hypotheses which stated that there is no significant relationship between students used of social media language and students academic performance in WAEC/NECO English examination was rejected. Thus, social media language has significant impact on students academic performance in WAEC/NECO examination. This was in support of the findings of Englander, Terregrossa and Wang (2020), they found out that social media usage is negatively associated with academic performance of students. also, Nalwa and Anand (2022) supported that addicted social media users prefer using the internet to set back their personal and professional responsibilities and this ultimately leads to poor academic performance. 


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, recommendations, limitation of the study and suggestion for further studies.
Summary
	The study examined on the effect of the language of social media on the academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the research objectives, four research questions were postulated and two hypotheses were tested. The study adopted a descriptive research survey method type. The study sample consisted of both students and teacher. A total sample of 10 teachers and 100 students were administered questionnaire in order to seek their opinion on the what effect does social media language has on academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examination. Based on the findings, it was revealed that social media language has significantly affect the writing skills of SS 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examination in among secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Also, it was revealed that social media language has significant impact on students academic performance in WAEC/NECO examination. 
Implication of the study
Since English language is the major criterion for evaluating student’s knowledge of any subjects, it becomes imperative that strategies for eradicating any form of social media influence in English language in secondary schools should be mapped out by school administrators. This will help to expose students to the dangers of excessive use of social media and its influence in their academic pursuit. If the problem caused by these social media is completely eradicated, stamped out or reduced to a minimum, the efforts and money invested on education by parents, teachers, Federal, State, and Local governments as well as private schools will become a welcome venture. What can any parent make out of the following for example: “10Q” (it means, thank you), “121” (one to one), “420” (Marijuana),  “9” (Parent is watching), “PAW” (Parents are watching); “99” (Parent is no longer watching), “AITR” (Adult In The Room); “AML” (All My Love); “B4N” (Bye for now), “BF” (Best Friend) and “BFF” (Best Friend Forever). This abbreviations, lingo and special English reveal certain things about the growing up generation. There is a fascination with speed when they get on their phones and other appliances, they want to get the message out of the way as quickly as possible, and they have a lot to say. If these are checked thoroughly, the English language used in academics will remain undiluted as the native speakers of the language thereby boosting student’s self-confidence wherever they may find themselves. On the other hand, if social media continues unchecked in our educational system, all the efforts of both the students, parents, guardian and teachers will become a waste. The emergence of a generation of young Nigerians who cannot spell well, punctuate properly, or get their tenses right, because they now write social media English may have far-reaching implications for the use of English as a foreign language in our society. Students should put more efforts into their studies as these will definitely upgrade the standard of Education not only in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State but in the entire state.
Recommendations 
	Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made;
· Teachers and caregivers should strive to make students understand that there is a difference between formal and informal writing and that each type of writing has a purpose and an audience the content should address.
· Students should be encouraged and reminded to stick to using the standard variety of English in formal writing.
· Teachers, who have not been doing so,  should identify the use of abbreviation, and acronyms in students’ writing and correct them immediately.
· Teacher should give students a lot of drills in spelling, and lessons on the use of grammar and punctuation.
Suggestions for Further Studies
While considering the result of this study, the researcher feels that there is still need for further investigation on effects social media language and the academic performance of students in the English examination. Similar studies should be conducted in other local government of Kwara State so as to improve the academic performance of students through the use of social media networks to avoid distractions that makes the students to deviate from their academic works and so suggests that:
1. 	Subsequent research might be able to determine with certainty the effect social media language has made on students both in secondary and tertiary institutions (both negative and positive) on their English language application and other rudiments needed for effective English usage.
2. 	There is also need for qualitative study design to be conducted in all the secondary schools for the possibility of new discoveries.
Conclusion
	This research work examined the impact of social media language on SS3 students examination in WAEC/NECO examination. The findings of the study revealed that social media language is slowly corroding the writing of students making them write without care for grammatical and spelling rules. It revealed that the errors in students’ writing are committed because of their daily exposure to social language. Some students tend to transfer social media abbreviations, misspellings and lack of grammar rules into their writing. 
	The findings of this study and earlier ones showed some notable result that will be used in a well-articulated programme of creating awareness to help improve the condition and restore sanity among the students in their incessant use of social media network so as for them to acquire the right type of education and the use of correct English since Nigeria has chosen it (English) as a second language. The first independent variable influencing the academic performance of students, that is, social media participation was negatively related with students outcome while the other independent variable were positively related with students outcome. We are further convinced that this study will in no small measure, assist and be beneficial to students of all levels, institutions, parents/guardian, government agencies, educational administrators and the ministries in devising a new approach to the crucial war against social media menace among youths and students so as to determine how social media influence the performance of secondary school students in their use of English language.  
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

EFFECT OF THE LANGUAGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SS 3 STUDENTS IN WAEC/NECO ENGLISH EXAMINATION

Dear Respondent, 
REQUEST ON COMPLETION OF QUESTIONNAIRE 
	This questionnaire is designed to elicit information on “Effect of the language of social media on the academic performance of SS 3 students in WAEC/NECO English Examination in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State”.
Kindly give honest and sincere response to the items of the questionnaire. It is purely an academic exercise and has nothing to do with the school authority or your private life.
Note that all information provided will be treated confidentially. 
SECTION A: PERSONAL DATA
Instruction: Please tick (√) and complete the blank spaces provided as appropriate 
Gender:	Male (     ),	Female (    )
Class:		SS II (   ),	SS III (   )
This section is for teacher only: 
Qualification:	NCE (    ), HND (    ), B.Sc/B.Ed (    ), M.Sc (    ) 
Years of Experience: 1 – 5 years (  ), 6 – 10 years (  ), 11 – 15 years (  ), 16-20 years (   )


SECTION B
Please tick (√ ) at the appropriate box or columns.
Note; SA = Strong Agree, A = Agree, D = Disagree, SD = strongly disagree
Research Question 1: How does the use of social media language affect the writing skills of S.S. 3 students in their WAEC/NECO English examinations?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	The use of social media language negatively impacts students’ ability to write formal essays.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Student’s often find themselves using abbreviations and slang from social media in their exam essays.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media language makes it difficult for students to maintain proper grammar in their writing.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Student’s writing skills have declined because of their frequent use of social media language.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Social media language has a positive influence on student’s creativity in writing.
	
	
	
	



Research Question 2: What is the correlation between the frequency of social media usage and the English examination scores of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Frequent use of social media negatively affects student’s English exam scores.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	If students reduce their social media usage it would improve their English exam scores.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	There is no significant difference in students English exam scores regardless of how often they use social media
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Students perform better in English exams when they limit their social media usage.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Student’s frequent use of social media helps them improve their English exam scores.
	
	
	
	





Research Question 3: In what ways do S.S. 3 students perceive the impact of social media language on their English grammar and vocabulary skills?	
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Social media language has caused a decline in students English grammar skills.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Students find it difficult to switch from social media language to proper English in academic settings.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Social media usage has enriched students English vocabulary.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	The influence of social media language makes it harder for students to remember correct grammar rules.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Using social media language improves students ability to understand and use informal English.
	
	
	
	



Research Question 4: What strategies can be implemented to mitigate the negative effects of social media language on the academic performance of S.S. 3 students in WAEC/NECO English examinations?	
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Incorporating lessons on formal writing skills can help mitigate the negative effects of social media language.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Limiting social media usage during exam preparation can improve students academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Encouraging students to read more books and academic materials can offset the impact of social media language.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Providing workshops on the differences between formal and informal language use would be beneficial.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Teachers correcting social media language use in academic work can help students improve.
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