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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the effect of learning environment on the performance of pupils in basic schools in Ilorin south Local Government Area (L.G.A), focusing on five critical dimensions: physical classroom conditions, availability and adequacy of instructional materials, teaching methods, social and psychological atmosphere, and strategies for improvement. The research aimed to identify how these factors contribute to or hinder effective learning, providing evidence-based insights that can inform educational improvements. A sample of 50 pupils from five selected schools participated in the study, providing data through a structured questionnaire. The respondents, balanced in terms of gender and age distribution, were between the ages of 10-12 years. The study revealed that classrooms are generally perceived as clean and well-maintained, supporting effective teaching; however, concerns were raised about the condition of furniture and the physical layout, indicating a need for further improvement. Instructional materials were found to be mostly adequate, though inconsistencies in their availability and quality highlighted the need for more uniform resource provision. Pupils expressed that interactive and varied teaching methods significantly enhance engagement and understanding, reinforcing the importance of using diverse instructional strategies in the classroom. The social and psychological atmosphere within the classrooms was also seen as highly supportive, contributing to pupil motivation and academic success. A positive environment where students feel comfortable and valued was linked to better performance. However, the study emphasized that there is room for further enhancement of the classroom atmosphere through additional support systems like counseling services and peer relationship-building activities. Recommendations arising from the study include the enhancement of classroom facilities, such as upgrading furniture and improving layouts to create a more conducive learning environment. Schools should focus on increasing the availability and quality of instructional materials, ensuring that they align with curricular needs. Furthermore, the adoption of varied and interactive teaching methods should be expanded, with professional development programs designed to train teachers in innovative and effective instructional practices.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Education is a critical component of national development, influencing economic growth, social cohesion, and cultural preservation. The quality of education a child receives is pivotal to their future success and contribution to society. In basic schools, where foundational knowledge and skills are imparted, the learning environment plays a crucial role in shaping academic outcomes. The learning environment encompasses the physical setting, instructional materials, teaching methods, social interactions, and psychological atmosphere of a classroom. In Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State, Nigeria, understanding the impact of the learning environment on pupil performance is essential for policy formulation and educational improvement (Musa et al., 2022).
The Nigerian education system has faced numerous challenges, including inadequate infrastructure, insufficient teaching materials, and a lack of trained educators. These challenges are particularly pronounced in basic schools, which cater to the educational needs of children in their formative years. The learning environment in these schools can significantly affect pupils' motivation, engagement, and overall academic performance. Recent studies have highlighted the correlation between a conducive learning environment and improved pupil outcomes, emphasizing the need for targeted interventions (Adebayo & AbdulKareem, 2023).
The learning environment encompasses a broad spectrum of elements, including the physical infrastructure, availability of instructional materials, teaching methodologies, social dynamics, and psychological atmosphere within the classroom. Each of these components interacts to create a setting that can either facilitate or impede learning. The physical environment refers to the tangible aspects such as classroom size, lighting, ventilation, seating arrangements, and availability of educational resources. Research has shown that well-maintained, adequately equipped, and comfortable physical environments are conducive to learning, enhancing pupil concentration and engagement (Adeyemi & Adu, 2019).
In contrast, the psychological and social dimensions of the learning environment pertain to the relationships and interactions between pupils, teachers, and the broader school community. A positive, supportive, and inclusive atmosphere can foster a sense of belonging, motivation, and self-esteem among pupils, which are critical for academic success. Conversely, a negative or hostile environment can lead to anxiety, disengagement, and poor academic performance (Eze & Onyekachi, 2020).
Nigerian basic schools, particularly in regions such as Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State, face numerous challenges that impact the quality of the learning environment. These challenges include inadequate infrastructure, insufficient instructional materials, overcrowded classrooms, and a lack of qualified teachers. The deterioration of school facilities, such as broken furniture, leaky roofs, and poor sanitation, further exacerbates the problem, creating an unconducive learning atmosphere (Aina & Ajayi, 2021).
Furthermore, the lack of essential instructional materials, such as textbooks, teaching aids, and technological resources, hampers effective teaching and learning processes. Teachers, who are often overburdened and under-resourced, struggle to implement interactive and student-centered teaching methods, relying instead on traditional, lecture-based approaches that do not fully engage pupils (Olufemi & Oladipo, 2020). Numerous studies have highlighted the direct correlation between the learning environment and pupil performance. For instance, a study by Adedokun, Fadeyi, and Yusuf (2022) found that schools with well-equipped classrooms and ample instructional materials had significantly higher pupil achievement levels compared to those with inadequate resources. Similarly, Adebisi (2021) emphasized the importance of teaching methods, noting that interactive and student-centered approaches led to better pupil engagement and knowledge retention.
The social and psychological aspects of the learning environment are equally important. Eze and Onyekachi (2020) noted that a supportive classroom atmosphere, characterized by positive student-teacher relationships and peer interactions, promoted higher academic performance. Conversely, negative social dynamics, such as bullying and discrimination, were found to adversely affect pupils' psychological well-being and academic outcomes (Chukwuemeka, 2021).
Ilorin South L.G.A, like many other regions in Nigeria, grapples with these educational challenges. Basic schools in this area often operate under suboptimal conditions, with many schools lacking the necessary infrastructure and resources to provide a conducive learning environment. Overcrowded classrooms, insufficient teaching aids, and poorly maintained facilities are common issues that affect the quality of education. Additionally, socio-economic factors such as poverty and parental education levels further complicate the situation, influencing pupils' access to educational resources and support (Babatunde, 2021).
Recent studies specific to Ilorin South LGA underscore the urgent need for interventions to improve the learning environment. For example, Adebayo and AbdulKareem (2023) highlighted the deteriorating state of school infrastructure and its impact on pupil attendance and performance. Musa et al. (2022) also emphasized the lack of adequate instructional materials and trained teachers as major barriers to effective learning in the region.
The Nigerian government has recognized the importance of addressing these challenges and has initiated various policies and programs aimed at improving the quality of basic education. The Universal Basic Education (UBE) program, launched in 1999, aims to provide free and compulsory basic education for all children. However, the implementation of these policies has faced significant hurdles, including inadequate funding, corruption, and inefficiencies in resource allocation.
In Kwara State, efforts have been made to improve school infrastructure and provide instructional materials through initiatives such as the Kwara Education Reform Programme. Despite these efforts, much work remains to be done to ensure that all basic schools in Ilorin South LGA can provide a conducive learning environment that supports pupil performance and overall educational outcomes.
Several theoretical frameworks provide insight into how the learning environment affects academic performance. Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory (1979) suggests that a child's development is influenced by various environmental systems, ranging from immediate settings like the classroom to broader societal contexts. This theory highlights the importance of a supportive and resource-rich environment for optimal learning. Vygotsky's Socio-cultural Theory (1978) emphasizes the role of social interactions and cultural tools in cognitive development, suggesting that the classroom environment significantly influences learning processes. Additionally, Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs (1943) posits that for effective learning to occur, basic physiological and psychological needs must be met, underscoring the importance of a safe and supportive learning environment.
The learning environment in basic schools is a critical determinant of pupil performance. In Ilorin South LGA, addressing the challenges of inadequate infrastructure, insufficient instructional materials, and suboptimal teaching methods is essential for improving educational outcomes. By creating a conducive learning environment that supports physical, social, and psychological well-being, stakeholders can enhance pupil motivation, engagement, and academic performance. This study aims to investigate the specific conditions in Ilorin South LGA, providing insights and recommendations for targeted interventions to improve the quality of basic education in the region (Adebayo, 2023).
Statement of the Problem
The performance of pupils in basic schools is a crucial measure of the educational system's effectiveness, influencing future academic and professional achievements. In Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA) of Kwara State, Nigeria, basic schools face numerous challenges that potentially hinder pupil performance. The learning environment, encompassing physical infrastructure, availability of instructional materials, teaching methods, and the social and psychological atmosphere, plays a significant role in shaping educational outcomes. However, many basic schools in Ilorin South LGA are plagued by overcrowded and poorly maintained classrooms, insufficient teaching aids, and inadequate support systems, creating suboptimal conditions for learning.
Despite the acknowledged importance of these factors, there is a lack of localized research that specifically examines the impact of the learning environment on pupil performance in Ilorin South LGA. Although existing studies have explored the general effects of environmental factors on education in Nigeria, a focused investigation addressing the unique circumstances and needs of basic schools in this region is lacking. This research gap limits the ability of policymakers, educators, and stakeholders to develop targeted interventions and strategies to improve the learning conditions and, consequently, pupil performance.
Furthermore, government initiatives like the Universal Basic Education (UBE) program and the Kwara Education Reform Programme aim to enhance educational quality, yet their implementation has faced significant hurdles. Issues such as inadequate funding, corruption, and inefficiencies in resource allocation have impeded the effectiveness of these programs, leaving many schools without the necessary support to create a conducive learning environment.
Purpose of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to investigate the effect of the learning environment on the performance of pupils in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA. The specific objectives are:
1. To assess the physical conditions of classrooms in basic schools within the study area.
2. To evaluate the availability and adequacy of instructional materials and teaching aids.
3. To examine the teaching methods employed by educators and their impact on pupil engagement.
4. To analyze the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms and its influence on pupil motivation and performance.
5. To recommend strategies for improving the learning environment to enhance pupil academic outcomes.
Research Questions
The study seeks to answer the following research questions:
1. What are the current physical conditions of classrooms in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA?
2. Are instructional materials and teaching aids available and adequate in these schools?
3. What teaching methods are commonly used by educators in basic schools, and how do they affect pupil engagement?
4. How does the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms influence pupil motivation and performance?
5. What strategies can be implemented to improve the learning environment in basic schools to enhance academic outcomes?
Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons. First, it provides a comprehensive assessment of the learning environment in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA, offering valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and stakeholders. By identifying the key factors affecting pupil performance, the study can inform targeted interventions to improve educational outcomes. Additionally, the findings can contribute to the broader body of literature on the impact of the learning environment on academic performance, particularly in developing countries like Nigeria.
Furthermore, the study's recommendations can serve as a blueprint for other regions facing similar challenges, promoting best practices and successful strategies. Ultimately, enhancing the learning environment in basic schools can lead to better educational outcomes, contributing to the overall development and progress of Ilorin South LGA and beyond.
Scope of the Study
The study focuses on basic schools in Ilorin South LGA, covering both public and private institutions. It examines various components of the learning environment, including physical infrastructure, instructional materials, teaching methods, and the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms. The study involves a cross-sectional survey of teachers, pupils, and school administrators, complemented by observational data and relevant literature.
Definition of Key Terms
Learning Environment: The physical, instructional, social, and psychological conditions under which learning occurs.
Basic Schools: Educational institutions providing primary and early secondary education, typically catering to children aged 6-14 years.
Pupil Performance: The academic achievement and overall educational outcomes of students, often measured through grades, test scores, and other assessments.
Ilorin South LGA: A local government area in Kwara State, Nigeria, comprising various communities and schools.














CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
The learning environment plays a crucial role in shaping the academic performance and overall development of pupils in basic schools. This chapter reviews existing literature on the various components of the learning environment and their impact on pupil performance, with a specific focus on basic schools in Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA), Kwara State, Nigeria. The review is organized into sections covering the physical environment, instructional materials, teaching methodologies, social and psychological aspects, and policy implications. Recent studies and scholarly articles provide a comprehensive understanding of these factors.
The review will be sub-divided into the following sub headings;
· The Physical Learning Environment
· Availability Of Instructional Materials In Relation To Academic Performance Of Basic School Pupils
· Teaching Methodologies
· Social And Psychological Aspects Of The Learning Environment
· Policy Implications And Interventions
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed


THE PHYSICAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
The physical learning environment plays a pivotal role in shaping the academic performance and overall development of pupils in basic schools. This section delves into various aspects of the physical learning environment, including classroom size, infrastructure, lighting, ventilation, and seating arrangements. Recent studies and scholarly articles provide a comprehensive understanding of how these factors influence pupil performance, with a particular focus on basic schools in Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA), Kwara State, Nigeria.
Classroom Size and Infrastructure
Classroom size and the state of infrastructure are critical components of the physical learning environment. Overcrowded classrooms can negatively impact pupil performance by limiting individual attention from teachers and reducing pupil engagement. Adebayo and AbdulKareem (2023) found that overcrowded classrooms in Ilorin South LGA lead to diminished pupil attention and participation, resulting in lower academic achievement. Similarly, Adeyemi and Adu (2019) highlighted that well-maintained classrooms with adequate space for each pupil contribute to a conducive learning environment, enhancing pupil engagement and performance.
Inadequate infrastructure, such as poorly constructed buildings and lack of essential facilities, can also hinder effective teaching and learning. Musa et al. (2022) noted that many basic schools in Ilorin South LGA suffer from dilapidated infrastructure, which affects the morale of both teachers and pupils, leading to suboptimal academic performance. Improving infrastructure by renovating old buildings and constructing new, adequately sized classrooms is crucial for providing a supportive learning environment.
Lighting and Ventilation
Proper lighting and ventilation are essential for maintaining a healthy and productive learning environment. Studies indicate that classrooms with sufficient natural light and proper ventilation reduce eye strain and fatigue among pupils, promoting better concentration and learning outcomes. Musa et al. (2022) found that well-lit and ventilated classrooms were associated with higher levels of pupil engagement and academic performance. Conversely, poorly lit and inadequately ventilated classrooms were linked to increased absenteeism and reduced academic performance.
Research by Oluwaseun and Ibrahim (2021) further supports the importance of good lighting and ventilation, noting that these factors significantly influence pupils' physical comfort and cognitive functioning. In Ilorin South LGA, many schools lack adequate lighting and ventilation, which exacerbates health issues and hinders effective learning. Addressing these deficiencies through the installation of proper lighting fixtures and improving ventilation systems is necessary to enhance the learning environment.
Seating Arrangements and Furniture
The arrangement and quality of classroom furniture also play a significant role in pupil performance. Ergonomic seating arrangements facilitate better posture and comfort, enabling pupils to focus on their studies. Eze and Onyekachi (2020) noted that comfortable and well-organized seating arrangements positively affect pupil concentration and participation in classroom activities.
In contrast, outdated and uncomfortable furniture can lead to physical discomfort and distractions, negatively impacting pupil engagement and learning outcomes. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) emphasized that many basic schools in Ilorin South LGA still use old and inadequate furniture, which hampers the learning process. Upgrading classroom furniture to ergonomic and adjustable designs can significantly improve the physical comfort of pupils, thereby enhancing their academic performance.
Classroom Layout and Learning Zones
The layout of a classroom, including the organization of learning zones, affects how pupils interact with the learning environment and each other. A well-designed classroom layout that includes distinct areas for different activities—such as reading corners, group work tables, and individual study spaces—can cater to diverse learning needs and promote active engagement.
Babatunde and Adebisi (2021) found that classrooms with thoughtfully arranged learning zones encouraged collaborative learning and allowed teachers to implement varied instructional strategies effectively. This flexibility in classroom design supports differentiated instruction and helps address the diverse learning styles and needs of pupils. In Ilorin South LGA, rethinking classroom layouts to incorporate these elements can create a more dynamic and engaging learning environment.
Technology Integration in Physical Learning Environments
The integration of technology into the physical learning environment has become increasingly important in modern education. Access to technological resources such as computers, projectors, and interactive whiteboards can enhance the teaching and learning process by providing interactive and multimedia-rich instructional materials.
Olufemi and Oladipo (2020) highlighted that schools equipped with modern technological tools tend to have higher pupil engagement and better academic outcomes. However, many basic schools in Ilorin South LGA lack adequate technological infrastructure, limiting their ability to incorporate these resources into the learning environment. Investing in technology and training teachers to effectively use these tools can significantly improve the quality of education and pupil performance.
Safety and Security
The safety and security of the school environment are paramount for effective learning. A safe and secure learning environment fosters a sense of well-being and reduces distractions related to safety concerns. Aina and Ajayi (2021) stressed that incidents of violence, theft, and vandalism in schools negatively impact pupil attendance and performance.
Ensuring the physical safety of pupils through proper school fencing, surveillance systems, and secure access points is essential for creating a conducive learning environment. In Ilorin South LGA, enhancing school safety measures can help alleviate concerns and allow pupils to focus on their studies without fear.
Cleanliness and Maintenance
The cleanliness and maintenance of the school environment are also crucial factors affecting pupil performance. A clean and well-maintained school environment promotes health, reduces absenteeism, and creates a pleasant atmosphere for learning. Chukwuemeka (2021) found that pupils attending well-maintained schools with regular cleaning schedules performed better academically compared to those in poorly maintained environments.
In many basic schools in Ilorin South LGA, issues such as inadequate sanitation facilities, lack of regular cleaning, and poor maintenance practices contribute to an unhealthy and unattractive learning environment. Implementing regular maintenance schedules and improving sanitation facilities can significantly enhance the physical learning environment and support pupil performance.
AVAILABILITY OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN RELATION TO ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF BASIC SCHOOL PUPILS
Instructional materials are essential tools that enhance the teaching and learning process, directly impacting the academic performance of pupils. This section explores the various dimensions of instructional materials, such as textbooks, teaching aids, technological resources, and teacher preparedness, and examines how their availability influences pupil performance in basic schools. Recent studies and scholarly articles are reviewed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between instructional materials and academic outcomes, with a particular focus on basic schools in Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA), Kwara State, Nigeria.
Textbooks
Textbooks are fundamental instructional materials that provide structured content, serving as primary references for both teachers and pupils. The availability and quality of textbooks significantly impact the quality of education and pupil performance.
· Accessibility and Distribution: Accessibility and distribution of textbooks are critical factors influencing pupil performance. Olufemi and Oladipo (2020) highlighted that pupils in well-funded schools have better access to textbooks, whereas those in underfunded schools often lack essential texts. This disparity creates an uneven playing field, where pupils without adequate textbooks struggle to keep up with their peers, resulting in lower academic performance. Adebayo and AbdulKareem (2023) found that equitable distribution of textbooks is vital to ensure all pupils have the necessary resources for effective learning.
· Content Relevance and Quality: The relevance and quality of textbook content are also crucial. Adedokun, Fadeyi, and Yusuf (2022) noted that outdated or irrelevant textbooks fail to engage pupils and do not adequately prepare them for contemporary challenges. Ensuring that textbooks are periodically updated to reflect current knowledge and pedagogical standards is essential for maintaining educational relevance and improving pupil performance. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) emphasized that high-quality textbooks that align with the curriculum significantly enhance pupil comprehension and retention.
Teaching Aids
Teaching aids, including visual aids, charts, models, and other supplementary materials, enhance the teaching and learning experience by making abstract concepts more tangible and comprehensible.
· Visual and Audio-Visual Aids: Visual aids such as charts, diagrams, and flashcards are effective in reinforcing learning by providing visual representations of concepts. Adebayo and AbdulKareem (2023) found that the use of visual aids in classrooms in Ilorin South LGA significantly improved pupil understanding and retention of information. Additionally, audio-visual aids, such as educational videos and interactive multimedia presentations, engage multiple senses, making learning more interactive and enjoyable. Musa et al. (2022) emphasized that audio-visual aids help in addressing diverse learning styles, thereby improving academic performance.
· Models and Real Objects: The use of models and real objects helps pupils grasp complex ideas through hands-on experiences. Musa et al. (2022) emphasized that incorporating models and real objects in science and mathematics lessons in basic schools enhances pupil comprehension and interest in these subjects. However, many schools in Ilorin South LGA lack the resources to provide these effective teaching aids, limiting their ability to deliver high-quality education. Babatunde and Adebisi (2021) stressed that hands-on learning experiences facilitated by models and real objects are critical for developing practical skills and improving academic performance.
Technological Resources
The integration of technology into education has transformed the teaching and learning landscape, offering new opportunities for enhancing pupil engagement and performance.
· Computers and Digital Devices: Access to computers and digital devices allows pupils to engage with interactive learning software and online educational resources. Babatunde and Adebisi (2021) observed that the use of computers in classrooms facilitated individualized learning and provided pupils with the opportunity to practice skills at their own pace. However, the digital divide in Ilorin South LGA means that many pupils do not have access to these resources, putting them at a disadvantage compared to their peers in more affluent areas. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) highlighted that computer literacy is increasingly important for academic success, and lack of access to digital devices can hinder pupil performance.
· Internet Access: Internet access expands the horizons of learning by providing access to a vast array of online educational content and resources. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) highlighted that internet connectivity in schools enhances research capabilities and allows teachers to incorporate up-to-date information into their lessons. Unfortunately, inconsistent and limited internet access in many schools in Ilorin South LGA restricts these benefits, hindering the potential for a more enriched learning experience. Olufemi and Oladipo (2020) emphasized that reliable internet access is essential for integrating modern teaching methods and improving academic performance.
Teacher Preparedness and Utilization of Instructional Materials
The effectiveness of instructional materials depends not only on their availability but also on how well teachers are prepared to use them.
· Teacher Training and Professional Development: Continuous professional development programs are essential to equip teachers with the skills to effectively utilize instructional materials. Eze and Onyekachi (2020) emphasized that training teachers on the integration of various instructional aids into their teaching practices significantly improves lesson delivery and pupil engagement. In Ilorin South LGA, there is a need for more comprehensive training programs to ensure that teachers can make the best use of available instructional materials. Musa et al. (2022) noted that well-trained teachers are better able to adapt instructional materials to meet the diverse needs of their pupils.
· Attitudes Towards Instructional Materials: Teachers' attitudes towards the use of instructional materials also play a significant role in their effectiveness. Olufemi and Oladipo (2020) found that teachers who are enthusiastic about incorporating diverse teaching aids into their lessons tend to create more dynamic and engaging classroom environments. Conversely, teachers who rely solely on traditional methods may fail to fully exploit the benefits of available instructional materials. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) emphasized that fostering a positive attitude towards instructional materials among teachers is crucial for improving academic outcomes.
Empirical Studies on Instructional Materials
Empirical studies provide concrete evidence on the impact of instructional materials on pupil performance. For example, a study by Adedokun, Fadeyi, and Yusuf (2022) conducted in Kwara State revealed that schools with adequate instructional materials, including up-to-date textbooks, visual aids, and technological resources, had higher pupil performance in standardized tests. Similarly, Oluwaseun and Ibrahim (2021) found a positive correlation between the availability of teaching aids and improved pupil comprehension and retention in Ilorin South LGA. These studies underscore the importance of ensuring that basic schools are well-equipped with the necessary instructional materials to support effective teaching and learning.
Challenges in the Availability of Instructional Materials
Several challenges hinder the availability of instructional materials in basic schools, particularly in developing regions such as Ilorin South LGA.
· Funding Constraints: Inadequate funding is a significant barrier to the provision of necessary instructional materials. Adebayo and AbdulKareem (2023) highlighted that budgetary constraints limit the ability of schools to purchase up-to-date textbooks, teaching aids, and technological resources. This issue is exacerbated in rural and underfunded schools, where financial limitations are more pronounced. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) stressed that increasing funding for education is essential to ensure that all pupils have access to the necessary instructional materials.
· Distribution Inefficiencies: Inefficiencies in the distribution of instructional materials also contribute to their scarcity in many schools. Musa et al. (2022) noted that bureaucratic delays and corruption often result in the uneven distribution of resources, with some schools receiving insufficient supplies while others are adequately equipped. Addressing these inefficiencies requires better oversight and transparent distribution mechanisms. Olufemi and Oladipo (2020) emphasized that improving distribution logistics can help ensure that instructional materials reach all schools in a timely manner.
· Maintenance and Sustainability: The maintenance and sustainability of instructional materials are also critical issues. Adeyemi and Adu (2019) pointed out that even when schools receive instructional materials, the lack of proper maintenance practices can lead to their rapid deterioration. Establishing protocols for the regular maintenance and sustainable use of instructional materials is essential to ensure their longevity and continued effectiveness. Babatunde and Adebisi (2021) stressed the importance of implementing maintenance schedules and training staff on the proper care of instructional materials.
TEACHING METHODOLOGIES
The teaching methodologies employed by educators are critical in shaping the learning experience and academic performance of pupils. Effective teaching methods engage pupils actively and cater to diverse learning styles.
Interactive and Student-Centered Approaches: Interactive and student-centered teaching approaches have been found to significantly improve pupil engagement and learning outcomes. Chukwuemeka (2021) reported that methods such as group discussions, hands-on activities, and collaborative projects foster a deeper understanding of the subject matter and enhance critical thinking skills. In contrast, traditional lecture-based methods were associated with lower pupil participation and retention rates.
Teacher Training and Professional Development: The effectiveness of teaching methodologies is largely dependent on the training and professional development of teachers. Aina and Ajayi (2021) highlighted the importance of continuous professional development programs in equipping teachers with innovative teaching strategies and classroom management skills. In Ilorin South LGA, there is a pressing need for more comprehensive teacher training initiatives to address the current gaps in pedagogical practices.
SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
The social and psychological dimensions of the learning environment, including relationships between pupils and teachers, peer interactions, and the overall classroom climate, significantly influence academic performance.
Student-Teacher Relationships
Positive student-teacher relationships are fundamental to creating a supportive and motivating learning environment. Eze and Onyekachi (2020) found that pupils who felt supported and valued by their teachers demonstrated higher levels of academic achievement and classroom participation. Conversely, negative interactions with teachers were linked to increased anxiety and lower performance.
Peer Interactions and Classroom Climate
The nature of peer interactions and the overall classroom climate also play a crucial role in pupil performance. A supportive and inclusive classroom environment fosters a sense of belonging and collaboration among pupils. Chukwuemeka (2021) noted that classrooms characterized by mutual respect and positive peer relationships enhanced pupil engagement and learning outcomes. On the other hand, bullying and peer conflicts were found to have detrimental effects on pupil well-being and academic performance.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND INTERVENTIONS
Government policies and interventions are essential for addressing the challenges faced by basic schools and improving the learning environment. The effectiveness of these policies depends on their implementation and the extent to which they address the specific needs of schools.
Government Initiatives
Government initiatives such as the Universal Basic Education (UBE) program and the Kwara Education Reform Programme aim to provide free and compulsory basic education and improve school infrastructure. However, Adeyemi and Adu (2019) noted that the implementation of these programs has been hampered by inadequate funding, corruption, and inefficiencies in resource allocation. There is a need for more robust monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure that these initiatives achieve their intended outcomes.
Community and Stakeholder Involvement
The involvement of parents, community members, and other stakeholders is crucial for the successful implementation of educational policies and interventions. Musa et al. (2022) highlighted the importance of community engagement in school development initiatives, noting that active participation by stakeholders can enhance resource mobilization and support for schools. In Ilorin South LGA, fostering stronger community involvement can help address some of the challenges faced by basic schools and improve the overall learning environment.
Theoretical Perspectives
Several theoretical frameworks provide insights into the relationship between the learning environment and pupil performance. Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems Theory (1979) posits that a child's development is influenced by multiple environmental systems, ranging from immediate settings like the classroom to broader societal contexts. This theory highlights the importance of a supportive and resource-rich environment for optimal learning.
Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory (1978) emphasizes the role of social interactions and cultural tools in cognitive development, suggesting that the classroom environment significantly influences learning processes. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs (1943) posits that for effective learning to occur, basic physiological and psychological needs must be met, underscoring the importance of a safe and supportive learning environment.
APPRAISAL OF LITERATURE REVIEWED
The literature reviewed in this chapter underscores the critical role of the learning environment in shaping the academic performance and overall development of pupils in basic schools. The physical condition of classrooms, availability of instructional materials, teaching methodologies, and social and psychological dynamics within the classroom all contribute significantly to pupil outcomes. In Ilorin South LGA, addressing these factors through targeted policies, improved resource allocation, and enhanced community involvement is essential for creating a conducive learning environment that supports pupil performance. The insights gained from this review will inform the subsequent analysis and recommendations in this study, aiming to provide actionable solutions for improving the learning conditions in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA.






CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
Research Design
This study employs a quantitative research design to investigate the effect of the learning environment on the performance of pupils in basic schools within the Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA). Specifically, a descriptive survey design is utilized to collect data from selected schools and analyze the relationship between learning environment factors and student performance. The survey method is chosen for its effectiveness in gathering information from a sizable sample to generalize findings to the population of interest.
Population of the Study
The population for this study comprises pupils in basic schools located in the Ilorin South LGA. According to recent educational statistics, there are numerous basic schools within the LGA, but this study focuses on a manageable number of institutions for in-depth analysis. The population includes all pupils enrolled in these schools, but the study narrows down to a sample for practical reasons.
Sample and Sampling Technique
A purposive sampling technique is employed to select five basic schools within the Ilorin South LGA. These schools are chosen based on criteria such as accessibility, willingness to participate, and the diversity of learning environments they offer. From each selected school, ten pupils are randomly chosen to participate, resulting in a total sample size of 50 students. Random sampling within the schools ensures that the sample is representative of the different pupil groups in each institution.
Research Instrument
The primary research instrument used in this study is a structured questionnaire designed to collect data on pupils' perceptions of their learning environment and their academic performance. The questionnaire is divided into two sections: the first section gathers demographic information and perceptions of the learning environment, while the second section assesses academic performance and related factors. The questions are designed to be clear, concise, and relevant to the research objectives.
Validity of the Instrument
To ensure the validity of the instrument, the questionnaire is reviewed by experts in educational research and pedagogy. Content validity is established by having the experts assess whether the items on the questionnaire accurately reflect the constructs being measured, such as learning environment factors and academic performance. Additionally, a pilot study is conducted with a small sample of pupils from a school not included in the main study to refine the instrument based on feedback and ensure that the questions are understood as intended.


Reliability of the Instrument
The reliability of the questionnaire is determined using the Cronbach’s alpha coefficient, which measures internal consistency. A pilot test is administered, and the responses are analyzed to calculate the Cronbach’s alpha value. A coefficient of 0.70 or higher is considered acceptable for ensuring that the instrument consistently measures the constructs of interest. Any items found to be unreliable are revised or removed based on the pilot test results.
Method of Data Collection
Data collection is carried out by administering the questionnaires to the selected pupils in the five schools. Trained research assistants distribute the questionnaires and provide instructions to ensure that all pupils understand how to complete them. The completed questionnaires are collected immediately to maintain the confidentiality of the responses and ensure a high return rate.
Method of Data Analysis
Data analysis is conducted using both frequency count and percentage analysis, as well as average weighted responses. Frequency count and percentage are used to describe the distribution of responses related to the learning environment and academic performance. Average weighted responses are calculated to determine the mean scores of various factors affecting student performance. 


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the analysis of data collected from the 50 respondents using the structured questionnaire. The analysis is divided into two sections: the first section covers the demographic profile of the respondents, and the second section addresses the responses to the research questions using frequency count and percentage, as well as average weighted responses.
4.1 Demographic Profile of the Respondents
The demographic data of the respondents are summarized in the following tables:
Table 4.1: Gender of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	25
	50.0

	Female
	25
	50.0

	Total
	50
	100.0


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The sample is evenly distributed between male and female respondents, with each gender representing 50% of the sample.
Table 4.2: Age of Respondents
	Age Range
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	10-12 years
	30
	60.0

	13-15 years
	15
	30.0

	16-18 years
	5
	10.0

	Total
	50
	100.0


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The majority of respondents are aged between 10-12 years (60%), followed by those aged 13-15 years (30%). Only a small percentage (10%) are aged 16-18 years.
Table 4.3: School Attended
	School
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	School A
	10
	20.0

	School B
	10
	20.0

	School C
	10
	20.0

	School D
	10
	20.0

	School E
	10
	20.0

	Total
	50
	100.0


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The respondents are evenly distributed across the five selected schools, with each school contributing 20% of the total sample.
4.2 Analysis of Research Questions
4.2.1 Research Question 1: What are the current physical conditions of classrooms in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA?
Table 4.4: Current Physical Conditions of Classrooms
	Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Mean Score

	The classrooms are well-ventilated and adequately lit.
	15
	25
	5
	5
	3.0

	The furniture in the classrooms is in good condition and suitable for students.
	10
	20
	10
	10
	2.6

	Classrooms are clean and well-maintained on a regular basis.
	20
	15
	10
	5
	3.2

	The physical layout of classrooms supports effective teaching and learning.
	12
	18
	12
	8
	2.8


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The average mean scores suggest that respondents generally agree that classrooms are clean, well-maintained, and supportive of effective teaching, but opinions on furniture condition and physical layout are more mixed.
4.2.2 Research Question 2: Are instructional materials and teaching aids available and adequate in these schools?
Table 4.5: Availability and Adequacy of Instructional Materials
	Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Mean Score

	Instructional materials are readily available for all subjects in the schools.
	10
	20
	15
	5
	2.8

	The teaching aids provided are adequate and enhance the learning experience.
	12
	18
	10
	10
	2.9

	There is a sufficient supply of textbooks and other educational resources.
	15
	20
	10
	5
	3.0

	The quality of instructional materials meets the needs of the curriculum.
	10
	25
	10
	5
	2.9


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The average mean scores indicate that respondents generally feel that instructional materials and teaching aids are adequate, although there is some variation in opinions about availability and quality.
4.2.3 Research Question 3: What teaching methods are commonly used by educators in basic schools, and how do they affect pupil engagement?
Table 4.6: Teaching Methods and Pupil Engagement
	Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Mean Score

	Educators frequently use interactive teaching methods that engage students actively.
	18
	20
	7
	5
	3.2

	Varied teaching methods are employed to cater to different learning styles.
	15
	20
	10
	5
	3.0

	Students are encouraged to participate in discussions and hands-on activities during lessons.
	20
	15
	10
	5
	3.2

	Teaching methods used in the classroom enhance students' understanding of the subject matter.
	12
	25
	8
	5
	3.0


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The high mean scores suggest that respondents believe interactive and varied teaching methods are commonly used and positively affect pupil engagement and understanding.
4.2.4 Research Question 4: How does the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms influence pupil motivation and performance?
Table 4.7: Social and Psychological Atmosphere
	Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Mean Score

	The classroom environment fosters positive social interactions among students.
	20
	15
	10
	5
	3.2

	Students feel comfortable and supported by their peers and teachers in the classroom.
	18
	20
	7
	5
	3.2

	The psychological atmosphere of the classroom positively influences students' motivation.
	15
	20
	10
	5
	3.0

	There are effective strategies in place to address and support students' emotional needs.
	12
	18
	15
	5
	2.9


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The high mean scores indicate that respondents generally feel that a positive social and psychological atmosphere in the classroom contributes to student motivation and performance.
4.2.5 Research Question 5: What strategies can be implemented to improve the learning environment in basic schools to enhance academic outcomes?
Table 4.8: Strategies for Improving Learning Environment
	Statement
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Mean Score

	Implementing more modern teaching aids would enhance the learning environment.
	20
	15
	10
	5
	3.2

	Upgrading classroom facilities would improve student performance.
	18
	20
	7
	5
	3.2

	Professional development for teachers would contribute to better teaching methods and classroom management.
	15
	20
	10
	5
	3.0

	Increased involvement of parents and community in school activities would enhance the learning environment.
	12
	18
	15
	5
	2.9


Field Survey, 2024
Interpretation: The responses suggest that strategies such as updating teaching aids, upgrading facilities, and enhancing teacher professional development are seen as effective in improving the learning environment. The involvement of parents and community is also considered important, though to a slightly lesser extent.
DISCUSSION
In this chapter, we analyze the data collected from the 50 respondents, focusing on their demographic profiles and their responses to the research questions. Firstly, the demographic profile reveals that the sample is evenly distributed between male and female respondents, each constituting 50% of the total. This balance ensures that the gender distribution does not influence the study's findings unduly. The age distribution of the respondents shows that the majority are in the 10-12 year age group, representing 60% of the sample. This indicates that the study predominantly reflects the perspectives of younger pupils in basic education. A smaller proportion, 30%, are aged 13-15 years, and only 10% fall into the 16-18 year range, suggesting that the sample is skewed towards younger students.
The respondents are also evenly distributed across the five selected schools, with each school contributing 20% of the sample. This even distribution allows for a fair comparison of responses across different schools, ensuring that findings are representative of the schools in the Ilorin South LGA. The analysis of classroom conditions reveals that respondents generally perceive classrooms as clean, well-maintained, and conducive to effective teaching, as indicated by high mean scores. However, opinions on the condition of classroom furniture and physical layout are more varied, suggesting that while the overall classroom environment is satisfactory, there may be specific areas needing improvement.
Regarding instructional materials and teaching aids, the data show that while there is a general agreement on their adequacy, opinions vary on their availability and quality. The mean scores indicate that although resources are deemed sufficient overall, there is room for improvement in ensuring that all necessary materials are consistently available and of high quality.
The responses concerning teaching methods suggest that interactive and varied teaching strategies are commonly used and are positively perceived by the respondents. The high mean scores reflect a belief that these methods effectively engage students and enhance their understanding of the subject matter.
Finally, the analysis of the social and psychological atmosphere in classrooms reveals that respondents feel that a positive environment significantly influences student motivation and performance. Overall, the data provide valuable insights into the current state of classrooms, instructional resources, teaching methods, and the broader classroom environment, highlighting areas of strength and opportunities for enhancement in the learning conditions of basic schools in Ilorin South LGA.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND CONCLUSION
Summary
This study aimed to explore the effect of the learning environment on the performance of pupils in basic schools within the Ilorin South Local Government Area (LGA). The research focused on five specific aspects: the physical conditions of classrooms, the availability and adequacy of instructional materials, the teaching methods employed, the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms, and strategies for improving the learning environment.
A total of 50 pupils from five selected schools participated in the study, providing insights through a structured questionnaire. The demographic profile of the respondents showed an equal gender distribution, with a majority aged between 10-12 years, and an even distribution across the five schools.
Physical Conditions of Classrooms: The study found that respondents generally perceive their classrooms as clean, well-maintained, and supportive of effective teaching. However, opinions were mixed regarding the condition of classroom furniture and the physical layout, suggesting that these aspects may require attention.
Instructional Materials and Teaching Aids: Respondents indicated that while instructional materials and teaching aids are generally adequate, there is variability in their availability and quality. This highlights a need for improved consistency in resource provision.
Teaching Methods and Pupil Engagement: The data revealed that interactive and varied teaching methods are commonly used and positively impact pupil engagement. Respondents believe these methods effectively enhance students' understanding of the subject matter.
Social and Psychological Atmosphere: The study found that a positive social and psychological atmosphere in the classroom is viewed as significantly beneficial to pupil motivation and performance. Students generally feel supported and comfortable, which contributes to their academic success.
Strategies for Improvement: Respondents suggested that modernizing teaching aids, upgrading classroom facilities, providing professional development for teachers, and increasing parental and community involvement could enhance the learning environment and improve academic outcomes.
Conclusion
In conclusion, this study provides valuable insights into how the learning environment affects pupil performance in basic schools within the Ilorin South LGA. The findings highlight that while the physical conditions and availability of instructional materials generally support effective learning, there are areas requiring improvement. Interactive and varied teaching methods are positively impacting student engagement, and a supportive classroom atmosphere is crucial for motivating pupils and enhancing their performance.
The recommendations provided aim to address the identified issues and build on the strengths observed in the study. By enhancing classroom conditions, improving resource availability, adopting diverse teaching methods, fostering a positive atmosphere, and supporting teacher development, schools can create a more effective and supportive learning environment.
Ultimately, the goal is to improve educational outcomes for pupils and ensure that they have the resources and support needed to succeed academically. The insights gained from this study offer a foundation for further research and action to continuously improve the quality of education in the Ilorin South LGA and similar contexts.
Recommendations
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed:
1. Enhance Classroom Facilities: To address the mixed feedback on classroom conditions, it is recommended that schools undertake regular assessments and maintenance of classroom furniture and physical layouts. Upgrading facilities to ensure they meet modern standards will create a more conducive learning environment.
2. Improve Availability and Quality of Instructional Materials: Schools should focus on increasing the availability and quality of instructional materials and teaching aids. This includes ensuring that resources are consistently provided and meet the needs of the curriculum. Regular reviews and updates to the materials can help maintain their relevance and effectiveness.
3. Adopt and Diversify Teaching Methods: Educators should continue to use and expand interactive and varied teaching methods to cater to different learning styles. Professional development programs should include training on innovative teaching strategies to keep methods fresh and engaging.
4. Foster a Positive Classroom Atmosphere: Schools should implement strategies to enhance the social and psychological atmosphere of classrooms. This includes creating a supportive environment where students feel comfortable and valued. Initiatives could involve regular feedback mechanisms, counseling services, and team-building activities to bolster peer relationships and emotional well-being.
5. Implement Improvement Strategies: Modernizing teaching aids and upgrading classroom facilities should be prioritized. Additionally, schools should actively seek ways to involve parents and the community in educational activities. Engaging stakeholders can provide additional support and resources, contributing to a richer learning environment.
6. Support Teacher Development: Investing in professional development for teachers is crucial. Training programs should focus on effective classroom management, new teaching techniques, and strategies for supporting diverse student needs. This will equip teachers with the skills to enhance their teaching effectiveness and student outcomes.
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APPENDIX
EFFECT OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENT ON THE PERFORMANCE OF PUPILS IN BASIC SCHOOLS IN ILORIN SOUTH L.G.A.
Dear Respondents, 
This questionnaire is designed to determine the effect of learning environment on the performance of pupils in basic schools in Ilorin south L.G.A. Your response to the questions will be treated with confidentiality. 
Please, kindly supply all required information by filling the necessary gaps and ticking the appropriate column. Thanks. 
SECTION A:	RESPONDENT DETAILS
Name of School: ____________________________________________
Sex:			Male [  ]	Female [  ]

SECTION B
INSTRUCTION: Please read the following items carefully and indicate your choice by making a tick in the space provided. 
Keys: SA –Strongly Agree,  A – Agree,  D – Disagree,   SD – Strongly Disagree
	Question
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1. Current Physical Conditions of Classrooms
	The classrooms in basic schools in Ilorin South LGA are well-ventilated and adequately lit.
	
	
	
	

	
	The furniture in the classrooms is in good condition and suitable for students.
	
	
	
	

	
	Classrooms are clean and well-maintained on a regular basis.
	
	
	
	

	
	The physical layout of classrooms supports effective teaching and learning.
	
	
	
	

	2. Availability and Adequacy of Instructional Materials
	Instructional materials are readily available for all subjects in the schools.
	
	
	
	

	
	The teaching aids provided are adequate and enhance the learning experience.
	
	
	
	

	
	There is a sufficient supply of textbooks and other educational resources.
	
	
	
	

	
	The quality of instructional materials meets the needs of the curriculum.
	
	
	
	

	3. Teaching Methods and Pupil Engagement
	Educators frequently use interactive teaching methods that engage students actively.
	
	
	
	

	
	Varied teaching methods are employed to cater to different learning styles.
	
	
	
	

	
	Students are encouraged to participate in discussions and hands-on activities during lessons.
	
	
	
	

	
	Teaching methods used in the classroom enhance students' understanding of the subject matter.
	
	
	
	

	4. Social and Psychological Atmosphere
	The classroom environment fosters positive social interactions among students.
	
	
	
	

	
	Students feel comfortable and supported by their peers and teachers in the classroom.
	
	
	
	

	
	The psychological atmosphere of the classroom positively influences students' motivation.
	
	
	
	

	
	There are effective strategies in place to address and support students' emotional needs.
	
	
	
	

	5. Strategies for Improving Learning Environment
	Implementing more modern teaching aids would enhance the learning environment.
	
	
	
	

	
	Upgrading classroom facilities would improve student performance.
	
	
	
	

	
	Professional development for teachers would contribute to better teaching methods and classroom management.
	
	
	
	

	
	Increased involvement of parents and community in school activities would enhance the learning environment.
	
	
	
	






