IMPACT OF PARENTAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL BIOLOGY STUDENTS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS



BY


SOLIU, Azeezat Titilayo
KWCOED/IL/21/0459

A RESEARCH PROJECT SUBMITTED TO BIOLOGY / INTEGRATED SCIENCE DEPARTMENT, SCHOOL OF SCIENCES, KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF NIGERIA CERTIFICATE IN EDUCATION (NCE)



AUGUST, 2024


CERTIFICATION 
	This is to certify that this research project was carried out by SOLIU, Azeezat TItilayo of the Department of Biology/Integrated Science, Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin for the award of Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE).



_________________			    ________________	_______________
Project Supervisor 			        Signature			Date




_________________			    ________________	_______________
Head of Department			         Signature			Date



_________________			    ________________	_______________
Project Co-ordinator		         Signature			Date

DEDICATION 
	This project is dedicated to Almighty Allah who has been my protector and has been sparing my life till today. May His name be praise forever (Amen). And to my late paternal grandmother, Alhaja Zarat Abio, may Almighty Allah grant her aljannah fridaus (Amen).


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
My gratitude goes to Almighty Allah, the Most Beneficent and the Most Merciful who gave me the opportunity to write this project.
	My appreciation also goes to my supervisor Mrs. Junaid A. M. who has been the backbone of this project for correction and contribution for the successful completion of my project, I pray that, may God be with her, protect her and her family and reward good thing in this life and hereafter (Amen).
	My sincere appreciation also goes to my parent Mallam Abubakar Soliu and Mrs. Fatimah Soliu for their support morally, financially and spiritually, may God bless you all (Amen).
	My appreciation also goes to my brothers and sisters who have been supporting financially and morally: Adam Olamilekan Ayinde, Faidat Ayoka, Zarat Abio, Kamaldeen Akanbi and Ahmad Alabi, may God be with them all (Amen).
	My appreciation also goes to my lovely husband Abdulkabir Ishola, I thank him for his support financially, morally, may Almighty Allah continue to be with him (Amen).
	My thanks also goes to all my lecturers in Biology Department; Mr. Sadiq, H. A. (HOD), Mr. Adeniyi, A. A., Dr. Bello, Z. A. and others for their immense support and for allowing me to be a beneficiary, your fountain of knowledge will never dry up (Amen).
	Appreciation also goes to my friends both in school and at home who contributed to the success of this work; Nafisat Adunni, Hajarat Akanke, Kaosarat Ajoke, Semiat Ayoka, Rasheedat Taiwo, Aminat Ayinke, Medinat Bisola, Babatunde Taofeekat, they are wonderful people. I appreciate you for your understanding and companionship throughout our stay together, may Almighty Allah continue to bless us (Amen).
ABSTRACT
This study examined impact of parental socio-economic status of secondary school biology students in Ilorin metropolis. The independent variables examine were; parental income, family size, parental occupation, parental education background while dependent variable is students’ academic performance in Biology. To achieve the purpose of the study, four research questions and four research hypotheses were posed and formulated respectively to guide the study. Literature was reviewed based on the variables in the study. The research design was adopted for this study was survey research design. One hundred (100) respondents (50 teachers and 50 students) who offered Biology in public secondary schools were randomly selected for this study. The instrument used for data collection was a questionnaire constructed by the researcher. Independent t-test statistic was used as statistical tool for data analysis. Each of the hypotheses was tested at .05 level of significance. The findings of the study revealed that there was significant influence of parental income, family size, parental occupation, parental education background on the academic performance of students in Biology in Ilorin metropolis. Based on the findings of the study, it was recommended among others that Parents of low socio-economic status should be empowered to enable them provide for basic needs for their children. Thus, enhances their academic performance in Biology. Suggestion for further research was also made.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 	Background to the Study
Education is a fundamental human right, the key to sustainable development, a crucial tool for effective participation in societies and it enhances peace and stability among countries. It is germane to individual, social, economic, and cultural development. Education is very vital in our society because education and the society are interrelated and interdependent. This can also be seen in the nature and development of a child born in a given society. To educate means to bring out of the child, the student, that spirit of learning and wonder, the desire to know, that thirsts for knowledge (Rosado, 2000). The most important task of the educational system is to prepare students to acquire knowledge, career and cognitive skills to enter the community (Bhart, Joshi & Wani, 2016). Since education is provided within societies, it is then very likely that any change in the environment of children may also affect their education or disposition to it (Ogunshola & Adewale, 2012). Posse and Melgosa (2002) identified three environments that must come into play in the educational process which include; the family, the school and the community. The researchers opined that for a successful educational process to be realized the objectives of these three environments must be harmonized.
Academic performance can be seen as the outcome of education, the degree to which a student has attained the institutional objectives. It reflects the student level of skill, knowledge and identity and the priority of every parent and student is sound education leading to good academic performance.
According to Amoo, Adeyinka and Aderibigbe (2018), In Nigeria like in many other countries, parents are largely responsible for financing their children's formal education. The quality of education provided to children is, usually, in direct proportion to the financial status of the family. Over the years, there has repeatedly been a gap between the academic performances of students despite being taught the same course content by the same teacher in the same class. While it is the educator or the teacher who can know the latent faculties of the child and take appropriate methods to develop those powers (Kumar & Ahmad, 2008), it is very likely that other external factors outside teachers’ performance and quality of education provided in schools may influence a student’s academic performance. A very good example of these external factors is parental socio-economic status. Parents are the most immediate relation of a child. Their financial status and education do have an important influence on the personality of the child. It is therefore not out of place to imagine that socio-Economic status of parent can have possible effects on the academic performance of children in the school. Whatever affects the development environment of children would possibly affect their education or disposition to it. Parental status is one of such variables. When a woman’s nutritional status improves, so too does the nutrition of her young children.
Socio-Economic background refers to the social and economic condition of a person, family which influences the child physically, intellectually and emotionally. Bhat, Joshi &Wani, (2016) explained socioeconomic status as the blend of economic and sociological measures of an individual work experience and the economic and social position of an individual or family in connection to others on the premise of income, educational level and occupational status.
In previous local finding in Nigeria, Oni (2012) and Omoegun (2017) had averred that there is a significant difference between the rates of deviant behavior among students from high and low Socio-economic status. It is argued that families where the parent are advantaged socially, educationally and economically foster a higher level of psychological support for their children through environment that encourages the skills necessary for success at school. Adamu and Dikko (2017) found from their study that parental background may have significant influence on students' academic achievement. Aikens and Barbarin (2008) further added that children from low socio-economic environment acquire language skills more slowly and are at risk for reading difficulties. 
Osonwa, Adejobi, Iyam and Osonwa (2013) postulated that students' academic performance is predicted by a chain of socioeconomic factors resident in parents and some other persons. Adewale (2002) after conducting a study on the effect of parasitic infections among school age children in Ilorin, concluded that academic performance of students is hindered in rural community where nutritional status is relatively low and health problems are prevalent. Nutritional status obviously is a function of parents' socio-economic status. We have three level of parent’s socio-economic status; they are high class level, middle class level and low class level. According to Adekeyi (2011), it is mainly through the parent effort and ability that children are socialized to become productive citizen. So whatever the parent posses, their resources and skills they apply them effectively and joyfully in raising their children, this will bring joy and pride to the nation and encourage development and peaceful co-existence. In view of this, the influence of the family background on the academic achievement of student becomes indispensable factor in the wheel of progress. It is a fact that parental status influence student academic achievement either positively or negatively. A well to do family will have positive interest in their children education. 
Adekeyi (2012) argues that the poor performance of students in WAEC and NECO in recent times could be attributed to the changing life pattern in some families, coupled with the present economic hardship that has made most families unable to meet up with the responsibilities of ensuring healthy and literate family. Adewale (2013) reported that the sizes of the family in which a child grow affect his/her intellectual development, this is because in a large size family a child may not be given what is required especially in his/her academic as the family will have more people to cater for. The issue of homework, payment of school of fees, attending parent teacher association (PTA) will not be convenient for their parent because they have more children to cater for, while children that are well catered for perform well, better than those from large family size.
Great (2018) argues that socio-Economic background remain one of the major sources of educational inequality. In other words education success depends very strongly on social economic status of one’s parents. From the beginning parents have been the major persons involving raising children in every society that is why family is recognized as an important agent of socialization.
1.2 	Statement of the Problem
In Nigeria, especially the northern region where Kwara exist as a state, poor academic performance of secondary school students has been a major source of concern for governments, parents, Non-governmental organizations (NGOS), and other stakeholders in the education sector. Many factors such as inadequate school facilities, cultural factors, and inadequate teachers among others have often been cited as the possible causes of poor academic performance of senior secondary school students. However, parents’ socioeconomic status is scarcely mentioned. This research work was therefore set to determine the impact of parental socio-economic status of secondary school biology students in Ilorin metropolis.
1.3 	Purpose of the Study
The class strata in Nigerian society based on socio-economic ground have become common phenomena. There is unequal distribution of wealth (resources) among citizens. Thus there arise the educated and the illiterate poverty stricken masses. This study therefore considered the influence of those stratified classes on student's academic performance. The purpose of this study was to determine the impact of parental socio-economic status of secondary school biology students in Ilorin metropolis. Specifically, the study intends to:
i. Determine parents’ socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis.
ii. Find out the performance of Biology students from higher and lower socio-economic background in senior secondary schools around Ilorin metropolis.
iii. Examine the socio-economic influence in the academic performance of senior secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis.
1.4	Research Questions
The following research questions were formulated to guide this study: -
1) What are the socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
2) What are the academic performance of Biology students from higher and lower socio-economic background in senior secondary schools around Ilorin metropolis?
3) How does the socio-economic status of parents affects the academic performance of senior secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
1.5 	Significance of the Study
The study will be of significance to the parents, students, teachers and educational researchers because the information collected by the researchers will actually contribute to their general understanding of the influence of parental socio-economic status on students’ academic performance. The Ministry of Education and policy makers in education sector may also use the findings in this study to address the problem of poor academic performance of Biology students’ in Kwara state.
This study will also contribute to the body of knowledge in general by providing direction to future researchers who may wish to further their investigation on similar topic. Through this study, religious organizations and nongovernmental organizations will understand the influence of parents’ socio-economic status on students’ educational success and thus obtain appropriate knowledge on how best to contribute/participate in education sector.  
1.6	Scope and Delimitation of the Study
This research focuses on ‘impact of parental socio-economic status of secondary school biology students in Ilorin metropolis’. The senior secondary schools selected for the research were all within the metropolis. The respondents/participants will be: class teachers, parents and senior secondary school students only. Senior secondary school students were involved in the study because they have more experience and knowledge of their parental socioeconomic status as compared to their counterparts in the junior secondary.
1.7	Definition of Terms
Socio-economic status: This refers to individual’s/group’s demographic, social and economic position in relation to others. In this study, socio-economic status was measured in terms of parents’ level of income, level of education, and occupational status
Academic performance: Is the outcome of the students after assessments. This study measured academic performance basing on the average grades scored by students in exams (whether A, B, C, D, E or grade F).
Effect: The result or outcome of something, either positive or negative.














CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter reviews literature on the Influence of parental socio- economic status on students’ academic performance. The chapter will review related literature to this study under the following headings: -
2.1 	The Concept of Socio-Economic Status of Parents
According to Bhat, Joshi and Wani (2016), socioeconomic status is the blend of economic and sociological measures of an individual work experience and the economic and social position of an individual or family in connection to others on the premise of income, educational level and occupational status. For the investigation of a family socioeconomic status, the household income, education of earner and occupation are checked and in addition consolidated wage contrasted and a person, when their own attributes are assessed. Socioeconomic status is by and large partitioned into three categories i.e., high socioeconomic status, middle socioeconomic status and low socioeconomic to clarify the three fields a family or an individual may fall into. At the point when putting a family or individual into one of these classifications, any or the majority of the three variables i.e., income, education, and occupation can be investigated and evaluated.
Low parental socio-economic status has negative effects on academic performance of students because of their parent’s financial challenges, itdistracts them from concentrating on their studies hence scoring low grades. According to Crosnoe et al (2015) social economic factor such as education and income are key factors predictive of students’ academic achievement. This is because family socio-economic status background affects child perception of life that in turn could affect child academic performance. There have been several studies done within and outside Nigeria of the effects of environment as well as socio-economic status of parents on the academic achievements of students (Ajila and Olutola, 2017). Research has found many factors influence how well a student does in school and the amount of confidence the student have for themselves. However, in Nigeria, like other growing economies families are finding it more difficult to stay connected with their children education. This is most common to families living in mega cities like Lagos where both parents work outside the house. Although school could be responsible for the experience that make up an individual’s life during school periods, parents and individuals experience at home play tremendous role in building the personality of the child and making the child what he or she could be (Ajila and Olutola, 2018). The relationship between family socio-economic status and the academic performance of students is well explained in sociological studies. 
Children from low socio economic background parents may not have access to extra learning facilities at home making it difficult for them to perform well in class. Ewijk and Sleegers (2011) noted that high socio-economic parents greatly participate in the learning of their children while low socio-economic families are least likely to be involved in the education of their children (Turney and Kao). This is because most of the times low socio-economic families are engaged in strenuous manual work in order to be able to provide food and shelter for their families (Ratcliff & Hunt, 2009) Carlson et al (2011) noted that health related factors such as hunger, physical and emotional abuse, and chronic illness can lead to poor school performance. Goodman and Gregg (2010) note that even simple differences styles in parental and rules, such as having regular bedtimes or family mealtimes, were linked to poverty, with poorer children often facing les regularities in their lives. In this way low parental socio-economic status is linked to parenting strategies, such as hostile and non-supportive, which in turn affect children’s academic performance. This implies that parents of different socio-economic classes often have different style of parenting, different ways of disciplining their children and different way of reacting to their children. 
A study by Kashahu et al. (2014) revealed that 30% of authoritative parents were not employed, 18% were on the part time and 52% were on full time employment. The study also revealed that 48% of authoritarian parents were not employed, 27% were on part time job while 25% were on full time jobs. The findings of this study explain why authoritarian parents tend to be harsh toward their children. Their harshness is associated with insufficient as most of them are not employed compared to authoritative parents. While there is a controversy on how best to measure socio-economic status, most studies have used variable such as income level, occupation and level of education attained. According to Li-grining (2015) the problem starts with the parent lack of education that could in turn affect their understanding of the needs of children. In view of this, children from highly educated parents usually perform better at school than those from less educated families because educated parents children usually enjoy a lot of support such as decent and good environment for academic work, parental support and guidance, enough materials and decent feeding.  
Farooq (2011) emphasized that the social class of parents is dominant factor in the academic performance of children. The academic abilities and the socio-economic background of students impose considerable constraint upon the performance of students and on the type of vocation they can make. An able boy from a middle class family has a wider range of possibilities open to him than a boy from poor socio-economic class. Okoh, (2009) in his work shows that students have shown that children from low income home come to school with a two-fold handicap. Their inmate intelligence is under developed in certain aspects that are important for success in present day educational system and their personality is structured that they are not likely to do well in school.
2.2 	Parent’s Income and Students’ Academic Performance 
Zhang (2012) examined students and their family’s income in China. He studied in their early years (lower primary school children). The studies measured students reading skills, verbal interaction, and phonological awareness in relation to their family’s level of income. The results showed that low income children exhibited lower levels of cognitive linguistic skills, lower verbal interaction, and lower phonological awareness and generally lower academic performance than their counterparts from high and middle income families. It also shows that children from high income families were more proficient in reading skills than in lower income families although the research the research only examined early childhood pupils but this research focus in secondary schools. 
Sean (2013) present in his comprehensive study how student from families with high income are having best performance than those from low income families. He posited that the impact of parents can be shown in the early timing of student learning. He maintained that parents of higher income take children to school earlier than their low income counterparts. They can afford to take their children through preschool learning and this have greater impact in their later educational outcome since it provides them with the required cognitive and social development. This is unlike their lower income counterparts who do not afford preschool learning for their children and prefer having their children commence learning from class one (grade one) onwards. However, the researcher is aware that low income parents are also as eager and desire to take their children earlier as their counterparts in high income families.
The project “children’s level of living –the impact of family income’’ was carried out in the year 2000 in Norway by Norwegian Social Research. The main of the project was to study the relationship between family income and everyday life of their children. The focus was on the families with low income. The result showed a positive correlation between families’ income level and their children‘s everyday life i.e. the children from such low income families had poor living standards. The researcher (Norwegian Social Research) only focused on low income parents but this research focus on both the low income and high income parents/families.
2.3 	Parent level of Education and Students’ Academic Performance
Generally traditional research has revealed that more highly educated parents and especially mothers have greater success in providing their children with cognitive and language skills that contribute to success in school (Stitch and McDonald, 2013). Parents’ level of education is important to schooling as parents want their children to maintain the status quo (Mallan, 2009) it is also believed that parents with higher education levels have stronger confidence in their children’s academic abilities and they also have expectations of their children. They expect that their child will earn good grades behave well in school and attend colleges. These expectations and their confidence on their children motivate them to do well at school. The confidence parents have in their children also help them to build their own confidence and self –concept which is important in their education (Mallan, 2009). However, parents over expectations might cause stress to their children which translate to poor educational attainments. Eccles (2012) pointed out that children learn by example often through observation at home. If a child’s parents are reading books, attending ongoing educational classes and taking them along to the museums libraries all activities educated are more apt to do- they are engaging the child in a number of direct learning experiences that will help him or her to achieve the best in education.
Rana (2015) carried out a study on the relationship between the parent’s level of education and academic performance of their children in South Punjab town, Pakistan. The result showed that there was a significant positive relationship between parents’ level of education and students’ academic performances. The research did not look at how parents’ occupation and income affects children’s academic performance; this gap in knowledge will be filled in the study. Jamila (2009) conducted a study on the effect of parental level of education on students’ academic performance in Norway. The results of the study indicated that there was a positive correlation between parental level of education and their children’s academic achievement.
2.4 	Parent’s Occupation and Student’s Academic Performance
Parents are the primary persons in raising children in any society that is why the family is regarded as the primary agent of socialization and it is through parents’ occupation and efforts that children are socialized to become productive citizens in education and general life (Adekey, 2002). 
Mudassir and Abubakar (2015) conducted a study on “The impact of Parents’ occupation on academic performance of secondary school students in Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia.” The result showed that students from parents with formal occupation perform well than those from parents with informal education.
Gratz (2006) opined that parents in inferior occupations earn lower incomes and often have to work longer hours to earn more for their families. Therefore, they are often left with less time to spend with their family members and getting more involved in their children’s educational activities. However, it’s also important to note that not all parents in inferior occupation work for long hours. 
Muhammed (2012) conducted a study on the “Impact of parents’ profession on their Children’s learning English in Pakistan.” The results revealed that for learning English parents’ profession has positive correlation on it that varies with respect to their professions. In this study Mohammed found out that children whose parents have more advanced or better profession live in places where English language is spoken frequently and therefore they are more conversant with the language than those whose parents have inferior professions. The study only focused on learning of English but this research was focused on the general academic performance of secondary school students.   
2.5 	Theoretical Framework
The idea behind a theory is to clarify issues and to have guiding principles as well as direction for the explanation and interpretation of social phenomena (Otite and Ogionwo, 2006). This study was based on the following theory:
Social Conflict Theory 
The conflict theory focuses on disorder, disagreement, and open hostility among individuals and groups, and lack of harmony in the system parts. It is struggle over power and resources that are normal, and harmonious co-operaration that is unusual. Perspectives of the conflict theory believe that society is full of varying social groups which have different social rewards. Relations in society, in this view, are manly based on exploitations, oppression, domination, and subordination. In the conflict view, the social order at any particular moment is the outcome of struggles among groups of unequal power, and not the result of blind forces of technology.
Conflict theory states that society or an organization functions so that each individual participant and its groups struggle to maximize their benefits, which inevitably contributes to social change such as political changes and revolution (Randall, 1975). Marx (1884) proclaimed that the history of all existing societies is a history of class struggle. For example, there is struggle between those in power or the rulers and the ruled, rich and poor, educated and uneducated, those who are economically powerful, and the poor. The haves and the have-nots are seen as being in constant state of tension. In other words, there is endless struggle between those without privileges who wish to acquire them and those with privileges who wish to get more or prevent others from taking what is available. The conflict theorists see education as a tool used by the ruling classes and the wealthy to perpetuate social inequality by controlling both access to education and the type or value of education.
2.6 	Review of Empirical Studies 
A number of related studies were carried out in relation to the socio-economic background of parents and how it affects students of senior secondary schools. Below is an overview of some of these studies;
Mudassir and Abubakar (2015) conducted a study on “the impact of parents’ socio- economic status on the academic performance of secondary school students in Kuala Terengganu Malaysia.’’ The result showed that Students from parents with higher socioeconomic background perform well than those from parents with lower socio-economic background. 
Chioma (2014) conduct research on “the influence of parental socio-economic status and the academic achievement of students in selected secondary schools in Enugu state, Nigeria”. In her findings those from higher socio-economic background perform academically better than those from lower socio-economic background.
Suleman et al., (2012) who found that children with strong socioeconomic status show better academic performance in comparison to those with poor socioeconomic status, they showed poor and unsatisfactory academic performance. Saifi (2011) investigated the effect of socioeconomic status on student’s performance. Results revealed that parental education and occupation and facilities at home affect the student’s achievement. Eamon (2005) revealed that students whose parental socioeconomic status is low do not show effective performance in school. Findings also showed that the academic achievement of students is negatively correlated with the low parental socioeconomic status level as it prevents the individual in gaining access to sources and resources of learning.
Jamila (2009) conducted a study on the “effect of parental level of education on students’ academic performance in Norway’’. The result of the study indicated that there was a positive correlation between parental level of education and their children’s academic achievement. 
Sogbetan (2014) and Hassan (2016) examined the “causes of poor academic performance among secondary school students” Some of the factors identifies are intellectual ability, poor study liability achievement, motivation, lack of vocational goals, low self-concept, low socio-economic status of the parents, poor family structure and anxiety. The consequences to these include indiscipline in school and low of educational standard.
Adewale (2009) conducted a study on the “Influence of parents socio-economic on the academic performance their children” in Osun state Nigeria, in his research children from wealthy and middle income parents perform better than those children from poor parents.
2.7 	Summary of the Literature Review
All the following conducted a study and research on the concept of socio-economic background of parents and their children academic performance. Adewale (2008), Sogbetan (1981) and Hassan (1981), Jamilas (2009), Mudassir and Abubakar (2015), (Ajila and Olutola, 2007). All of them study parent socio-economic background, but none of them conduct a study on the impact of parental socio-economic status of secondary school biology students in Ilorin metropolis. This study will fill this gap.







CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter deals with methodology and procedures employed in carrying out this research work. The chapter is discussed under the following subheadings:
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Data Analysis Technique
3.1 	Research   Design
This study adopts a correlation survey design in order to find out the relationship between parents socio economic status and their children academic performance in senior secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis. The study was conducted using survey research design. Sambo (2015) define survey design as collection of sample opinion, attitude or feeling in order to estimate the total or overall situation. This was done using questionnaire and interview. The design was suitable for this research work since the study seek information from the teachers, parents and students of selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
3.2	Population of the Study
The target population for this study will be students and class teachers of selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. Class teachers were involved in the study because they are involved in monitoring students’ school attendance, assessment, and evaluation of students and they also know the students well in terms of their weakness, strength, and general behaviors. Students were involved in the study because they are the ones directly affected by parental socio-economic status thus they are rich informants. 
3.3 	Sample and Sample Technique
For the purpose of this research the researcher will use simple random sampling technique. This technique will be used because it allows every member of population to be selected without bias and it is also easy to use (Mugenda and Mugenda, 2003). The sample for this research will be one hundred (100) respondents (50 teachers and 50 students) five (5) selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area. 
3.4	Research Instrument 
An instrument developed by the researcher titled “Questionnaire on Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students” will be used to collect data from the respondents. The response question was presented according to the research question with five point rating scale. These instruments had both closed and open ended questions and were also divided into sections. The questionnaires were administered to students and class teachers.
3.5 	Validation of the Instrument
Validity is the extent to which a measuring instrument provides adequate coverage of the topic under study. The researchers requested the experts in the field of research to evaluate the relevance of items contained in these instruments in deriving the information sought by the study. Their input, suggestions, and clarifications were incorporated to improve the instruments.     
3.6	Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability refers to the extent the instrument would be consistent in measuring what they are expected to measure (Mugenda and Mugenda, 1999). Random errors arise from unclear instructions to the respondents, ambiguous questionnaires, or attention deficit during interviews. The researcher minimized random errors by cross checking the questionnaires during piloting. This study used test-re-test technique to ascertain reliability of research instruments. The questionnaires were administered twice by the researcher to the same group after two weeks interval. This assisted the researcher to establish whether the responses given were consistent.
3.7	Procedure for Data Collection
	The instrument used in this study was structured questionnaire. The questionnaires were administered personally by the researcher to the respondents inside the school premises in order to retrieve number of the questionnaire issued out. It will take an average of five minutes per participant to respond to the questionnaire. The questionnaire will be collected at the spot.
3.8	Data Analysis Technique
Data analysis means to organize, provide structure, and elicit meaning. The data collected in this study will be coded and tested for completeness and then analyzed using simple percentage, cross tabulation, t-test and presented using tables.


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1	Introduction
This chapter presents the data from the study for the purpose of analysis and interpretation to answer the research questions based on the objectives outlined in chapter one.
4.2	Distribution and Retrieval of Questionnaire 
The result of the questionnaire distribution to sampled respondents and the return rate is presented in Table 4.1.
Table 4.1: Distribution and Retrieval of Questionnaires
	Respondents
	Retrieved Number
	Percentage

	Students
	50
	50%

	Teachers
	50
	50%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.1 shows the distribution and retrieval of questionnaires. 50 students representing 50% while the remaining 50 were teachers representing the remaining 50%.
4.3	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
4.3.1	Distribution of Respondents by Gender
The gender distribution of the respondents is presented in Table 4.2.
Table 4.2: Distribution of Respondents by Gender
	Respondents
	Male
	Female

	Students
	30(30%)
	20(20%)

	Teachers
	35(35%)
	15(15%)

	Total
	50(50%)
	50(50%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.2 shows that majority of the respondents are male.
4.3.2	Age Distribution of Student Respondents
The age distribution of student respondents is shown in Table 4.3.
Table 4.3: Age Distribution of Student Respondents
	Age Bracket
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	Below 16
	5
	10%

	16-18
	35
	70%

	Above 18
	10
	20%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.3 shows that 5 senior secondary student respondents representing 10% are below 16 years, 35 representing 70% are between the ages 16 and 18 while 10 representing 20% are above 18 years. The majority of the student respondents are between the ages 16-18.
4.3.3	Age Distribution of Teachers
The distribution of the teachers by their age is presented in Table 4.4
Table 4.4: Distribution of the Teacher respondents by Age
	Age Bracket
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Below 20
	0
	0%

	21-30
	22
	44%

	31-40
	11
	22%

	41-50
	10
	20%

	51-60
	5
	10%

	Above 60
	2
	4%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.4 shows that majority of the teachers, 22 representing 44%, are between the ages 21-30. This means that most of the teachers are in their youthful age and vibrant.
4.3.4	Distribution of Student Respondents by Class
The distribution of respondents according to class is presented in Table 4.5.
Table 4.5: Distribution of Student Respondents by class
	Class
	Frequency
	Percentage(%)

	SS One
	8
	16%

	SS Two
	28
	56%

	SS Three
	14
	28%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.5 shows that 8 students representing 16% are in SS1, 28 representing 56% are in SS2 while 14 representing 28% are in SS3. It further shows that majority of the student respondents are in SS2 and their academic performance can be well evaluated.
4.3.5	Educational Qualification of Teachers
The distribution of teachers by their educational qualification is presented in Table 4.6.
Table 4.6: Distribution of Teachers by their Educational Qualification
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Doctorate
	0
	0%

	Masters
	10
	20%

	Degree/HND
	24
	48%

	Diploma
	4
	8%

	NCE
	12
	24%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.6 shows that 10 teachers representing 20% have masters degree, 24 representing 48% have degree/HND, 4 representing 8% have diploma while 12 representing 24% have NCE. The majority of the teachers (48%) are Degree/HND holders.

4.3.6	Working Experience of Teachers
The result of the years of work experience possessed by the teachers is presented in Table 4.7.
Table 4.7: Distribution of Teachers by Years of Work Experience
	Number of Years
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Less than 5
	19
	38%

	6-10
	17
	34%

	11-15
	8
	16%

	16-20
	4
	8%

	21 and above
	2
	4%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.7 shows that 19 representing 38% of teachers have taught for less than 5years, 17 representing 34% for 6-10 years, 8 representing 16% 11-15 years, 4 representing 8% 16-20 years and 2 representing 4% above 20 years. Majority of the teachers have working experience between 6-15 years.
4.4	Discussion of Research Objectives
4.4.1	Socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis
In other to find out the socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis, students were asked questions on the socio-economic status of their parents. These cut across the income level of their parents, their parents’ educational background and parents’ occupation. The result is presented in Table 4.8.


Table 4.8: Socio-economic Background of Senior Secondary Students
	Socio-economic characteristic
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Average monthly income (N)
	1,000-20,000
	10
	20%

	
	21,000-40,000
	16
	32%

	
	41,000-60,000
	15
	30%

	
	61,000 and above
	9
	18%

	
	Total
	50
	100%

	Educational level
	Uneducated
	6
	12%

	
	Primary
	15
	30%

	
	Secondary
	21
	42%

	
	Tertiary
	8
	16%

	
	Total
	50
	100%

	Occupation
	No formal employment
	13
	26%

	
	Peasant farmer
	17
	34%

	
	Nomadic
	7
	14%

	
	Formal employment
	13
	26%

	Total
	50
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.8 shows that majority of the students’ parents (62%) falls within the income bracket of 21,000NGN to 60,000NGN while 20% and 18% falls within the 1000NGN-20000NGN and above 60000NGN respectively. It also shows that majority of their parents (42%) had up to secondary level of education while 12% are uneducated and 16% went to tertiary institutions.
On occupation, Table 4.8 reveals that majority of the parents (34%) are peasant farmers, (26%) have no formal employment, 26% have formal employment while 14% are nomadic.


4.4.2	Parents’ Socio-economic Background and Students’ Performance
The performances of students from the different socio-economic backgrounds were analyzed using cross tabulations. The results are presented in the following three subsections according to the surveyed socio-economic indices.
4.4.2.1	Average Income
The result of the students’ performance from the different income groups is presented in Table 4.9.
Table 4.9: Parents’ Income and Students’ Performance
	Parents’ Income (N)
	Students’ Performance
	Total

	
	F
	E
	D
	C
	B
	A
	

	
	1000-20000
	Count
	19
	14
	10
	7
	0
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	38%
	28%
	20%
	14%
	0
	0
	100%

	
	21000-40000
	Count
	13
	16
	14
	6
	1
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	26%
	32%
	28%
	12%
	2%
	0
	100%

	
	41000-60000
	Count
	8
	7
	25
	7
	2
	1
	50

	
	
	%within
	16%
	14%
	50%
	14%
	4%
	2%
	100%

	
	61000 and above
	Count
	2
	8
	20
	14
	4
	2
	50

	
	
	%within
	4%
	16%
	40%
	28%
	8%
	4%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.9 shows that increasing income of parents enhanced the academic performance of students since percentage of students with D (pass), C (good) and B (very good) increased with increasing income of parents. Also, only within the higher income range of 41,000-60,000 and 60,000 above is the grade A (excellent) found.
4.4.2.2	Parents’ Level of Education and Students’ Performance
The result of the students’ performance and parents’ level of education is presented in Table 4.10.
Table 4.10: Parents’ Level of Education and Students’ Performance
	Parents’ Level of Education
	Students’ Performance
	Total

	
	F
	E
	D
	C
	B
	A
	

	
	Uneducated
	Count
	26
	22
	2
	0
	0
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	52%
	44%
	4%
	0%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Primary
	Count
	14
	22
	9
	4
	1
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	28%
	44%
	18.0%
	8%
	2%
	0%
	100%

	
	Secondary
	Count
	6
	3
	24
	13
	3
	1
	50

	
	
	%within
	12%
	6%
	48%
	26%
	6%
	2%
	100%

	
	Tertiary
	Count
	1
	6
	30
	9
	1
	3
	50

	
	
	%within
	2%
	12%
	60.0%
	18%
	2%
	6%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.10 shows that higher level of education of parents increases the performance of students as the average grade shows to improve with increased level of education of parents.
4.4.2.3	Parents’ Occupation and Students’ Performance
The result of the parents’ occupational type and students’ academic performance is shown in Table 4.11.
Table 4.11: Parents’ Occupation and Students’ Performance
	Parents’ Occupation
	Students’ Performance
	Total

	
	F
	E
	D
	C
	B
	A
	

	
	No formal employment
	Count
	12
	14
	23
	1
	0
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	24%
	28%
	46%
	2%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Peasant
	Count
	15
	10
	21
	3
	1
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	30%
	20%
	42%
	6%
	2%
	0%
	100%

	
	Nomad
	Count
	13
	22
	12
	3
	0
	0
	50

	
	
	%within
	26%
	44%
	24%
	6%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	
	Formal employment
	Count
	1
	5
	11
	25
	5
	3
	50

	
	
	%within
	2%
	10.0%
	22.0%
	50%
	10%
	6%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.11 shows that the performance of students of parents with formal employment is better than that of peasant parents, nomads and those without any formal employment. This is evidenced by the fact that only within this category do we see students with the A (excellent) grade among all the occupation. These parents are more likely to be involved in the education of their children.
4.4.3	Influence of Parents’ Socio-economic Background on Students’ Performance
The influence of parents’ socio-economic performance was examined by the survey of students’ and teachers’ opinion of the influence of the socio-economic characteristics of parents on the academic performance of students. These was done using the five Likert scale: 5 representing Strongly Agreed (SA), 4 representing Agreed (A), 3 representing Undecided (U), 2 representing Disagreed (D), 1 representing Strongly Disagreed (SD). The significant of the relationship so derived are established by the t test statistic.
The result of the students’ opinion on the influence of the socio-economic characteristics of parents’ on the students’ performance is presented in Tables 4.12, 4.13 and 4.14 for the 50 students and 50 teachers whose questionnaires were retrieved.
Table 4.12: Influence of Parents income on Students’ Performance
	Parents’ income and students’ performance
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Total

	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD
	

	High income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents
	11
(22%)
	22
(44%)
	4
(8%)
	7
(14%)
	6
(12%)
	50
(100%)

	Students who come from poor family background have lower self-esteem than those from rich families
	14
(28%)
	24
(48%)
	3
(6%)
	6
(12%)
	3
(6%)
	50
(100%)

	Parents struggle financially to cater for educational needs
	4
(8%)
	23
(46%)
	17
(34%)
	4
(8%)
	2
(4%)
	50
(100%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.12 shows that a high percentage of the respondents (66%) generally agreed that high income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents while 26% disagreed and the remaining 8% were undecided. Majority (28% and 28%) also agreed that students from low-income families have lower self-esteem than children from rich homes and that their parents struggle financially to cater for their education needs.
Table 4.13: Parents’ Level of Education and Students’ Performance
	Parents’ Level of Education and students’ performance
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Total

	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD
	

	Highly educated parents are more involved in their children’s education than lowly/ uneducated parents
	15
(30%)
	32
(64%)
	1
(2%)
	2
(4%)
	0
(0%)
	50
(100%)

	Parents with higher level of education are able to set conducive learning environment at home than those with lower level of education
	13
(26%)
	34
(68%)
	1
(2%)
	2
(4%)
	0
(0%)
	50
(100%)

	Children whose parents are highly educated are more proficient in language (English) than those whose parents have low level of education
	9
(18%)
	18
(36%)
	10
(20%)
	8
(16%)
	5
(10%)
	50
(100%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.13 shows that a high percentage (64%) agreed that highly educated parents are more involved in their children’s education than lowly/uneducated parents with only 5.29% and 0.62% disagreeing and undecided respectively. Also, 68% agreed that parents with higher level of education are able to set conducive learning environment at home than those with lower level of education with only 2% disagreeing and 1% undecided. For children whose parents are highly educated being more proficient in language (English), though majority (54%) agreed, a good percentage (20%) averted by ticking undecided while another 26% disagreed.
Table 4.14: Parents’ Occupation and Students’ Performance
	Parents’ Occupation and students’ performance
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Total

	
	SA
	A
	U
	D
	SD
	

	Students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment
	12
(24%)
	18
(36%)
	10
(20%)
	8
(16%)
	2
(4%)
	50
(100%)

	Parents’ working hours have direct correlation with their involvement in their children’s education
	18
(36%)
	23
(46%)
	4
(8%)
	3
(6%)
	2
(4%)
	50
(100%)

	Parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment. 
	9
(18%)
	22
(44%)
	3
(6%)
	12
(24%)
	4
(8%)
	50
(100%)


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 4.14 shows that a higher percentage (48%) agreed that students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment with 20% disagreeing and 20% undecided. Likewise, most respondents (82%) agreed that parents’ working hours directly correlates with their involvement with their children’s education while agreeing (by 62%) that parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment.


4.5	Discussion of Findings
The findings are here discussed according to the research objectives.
Socio-economic Background of Students
The first objective was to understand the socioeconomic background of senior secondary students through their parents’ income level, educational level and occupation status. This is examined in Table 4.8.
According to income categorization in Nigeria as stated by Charles (2011), the upper middle income group ranges between NGN75000 - NGN100000. From Table 4.8, it is revealed that 81.5%, or more, of the students are from either the low or lower-middle income group.
Table 4.8 also shows that the maximum level of education attained by majority of the student’s parents is secondary school. Finally, it is shown in Table 4.8 that majority of the students come from a background of peasant farming and non-formal employment.
Parents’ Socio-economic Background and Performance of Students
Through cross tabulation, the performances of students from the different socio economic backgrounds were analyzed. This result from Tables 4.9, 4.10 and 4.11 shows that higher income, higher level of education and occupational status of parents affects the performance of students as students’ grades improved from lower to higher socio-economic status of parents.


Influence of Socio-economic Status on Students’ Academic Performance
Are the results observed from Tables 4.9, 4.10 and 4.11 coincidental? Are there other factors responsible for the observed frequencies of students’ performances for the various socio-economic statuses? To answer these questions, which rises from the third research objective, opinions of students and teachers were surveyed using the5 point Likert scale. These results are presented in Tables 4.12, 4.13 and 4.14.
From these Tables, majority responses indicated the followings:
1. High income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents, Students who come from poor family background have lower self-esteem than those from rich families, Parents from low socio-economic backgrounds struggle financially to cater for educational needs. This agrees with Sogbetan (2014), Hassan (2016) and Adewale (2009) who found that the poorer the socio-economic background, the lower the performance of students.
1. Highly educated parents are more involved in their children’s education than lowly/ uneducated parents, Parents with higher level of education are able to set conducive learning environment at home than those with lower level of education, and Children whose parents are highly educated are more proficient in language (English) than those whose parents have low level of education. This finding agrees with that of Saifi (2011) who found that the level of education of parents influences the performance of students.
1. Students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment Parents’ working hours have direct correlation with their involvement in their children’s education Parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment. These findings also agrees with those of Suleman et al. (2012) and Eamon (2005) who found that occupational status of parents influences the performance of students; the better this element of socio-economic background, the higher the performance of students.













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
This chapter discusses the summary and conclusion of the study and recommendations made as a result of the findings of the work.
5.1 	Summary
The purpose of this study was to investigate the Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students in Ilorin Metropolis. Data were collected using questionnaires. Teachers and students filled the questionnaires while parents were engaged in interview schedule. The data collected was coded and analyze using simple percentage, cross tabulation and t-test. The summary of the findings is discussed below:
The first research objective seeks to find out the socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis. To determine the socio-economic backgrounds, parents’ level of income, parents’ level of education, and parent’s occupation were key factors considered. It was revealed from findings that 81.5%, or more, of the students are from either the low or lower-middle income group. The maximum level of education attained by majority of the student’s parents is secondary school while majority of the students come from a background of peasant farming and non-formal employment.
The second research objective aimed at knowing the academic performance of students from different socio-economic backgrounds. Through cross tabulation, the performances of students from the different socio economic backgrounds were analyzed. The result shows that higher income, higher level of education and occupational status of parents affects the performance of students as students’ grades improved from lower to higher socio-economic status of parents.
Finally, the third research objectives which measures on the influence of socio-economic status on students academic performance, It was discovered that; high income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents, Students who come from poor family background have lower self-esteem than those from rich families, Parents from low socio-economic backgrounds struggle financially to cater for educational needs. Parents with higher level of education are able to set conducive learning environment at home than those with lower. Students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment. Parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment.
5.2 	Conclusion
From the findings of this research, it is evident that to a great extend, the socio-economic status of parent has effect on the academic performance of students in secondary schools around Ilorin metropolis. In every class all the students cannot perform well and all cannot perform poorly several studies has been conducted on the factors that causes the difference in this performances. In this study it was found that student from high socio economic background performs better and the students that are from a low socio economic background have poor performance. This is because higher income parents are able to pay school fees in time, avail the necessary learning materials, and set a more conducive learning environment at home unlike low income parents who do not have financial ability to cater for students’ educational needs. Parents with high level of education highly appreciate the value of education and thus set a more conducive learning environment for their children and can help their children with assignments/homework as compared to their counterparts with lower educational level. Students whose parents are in good formal employment exhibit higher academic attainments than those whose parents practice nomadic, peasantry or non-employed.
5.3 	Recommendations
On the basis of the findings, the researchers proffer the following recommendations:
i. Due to low parents’ income as established in this study the researcher recommended that the government should provide bursary allocation to the students from poor families to retain them in school and enhance their academic performance.
ii. Government should also intervene by providing learning materials to students from a low socio economic background, example note books, text books, uniforms etc.
iii. Teachers should be encouraged not to discriminate between students from high socio economic background and those from low socio economic background 
iv. Government and school’s teachers should device approaches of motivating especially students from low socio economic background who are suffering depression and anxiety.
v. Parents should be highly sensitized about the benefits of parental involvement in education. They need to know that parental involvement in education goes beyond merely school fees payment but creation of conducive learning environment at home, monitoring students’ progress in education among others.
vi. The researchers found out that most parents were peasant farmers who earn very little income per month. In light of this fact it was recommended that the government should boost the economic status of households in Sokoto state through investing in more income generating projects.
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APPENDIX 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY/INTEGRATED SCIENCE 
QUESTIONNAIRE ON IMPACT OF PARENTAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL BIOLOGY STUDENTS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS 
Dear Respondents,
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS
This questionnaire is intended to collect information on “Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students in Ilorin Metropolis”. The information given will be used for the purpose of this research only.
Yours faithfully,

SOLIU, Azeezat Titilayo
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
Instruction(s): Tick where appropriate. Do not write your name and that of your school on this questionnaire 
1) What is your gender?  Male (  )     Female (  ) 
2) How old are you?        Below 16 years (  )       16-18years (  )   Above 18years (  ) 
3) What is your class? 	SSS One (  )     SSS Two (  ) 	SSS Three (  )
SECTION B
R.Q 1: What are the socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
4) What is the approximate monthly income of your parents?
N1,000 – N20,000 (  ) N21,000 – N40,000 (  ) N41,000 – N60,000 (  ) N61,000 above (  )
5) What is the educational level of your parent?
Uneducated (  )   Primary Level (  )   Secondary Level (  )   Tertiary Level (  )
6) What is the major economic activity of your parent?
Peasant farmer (  )   Nomadic (  )   No formal employment (  )   Employed (  )
7) How do you rate your parents’ involvement in your education?
Poor (  )   Average (  )   Good (  )    Very good (  )
SECTION C
R.Q 2: What are the academic performance of Biology students from higher and lower socio-economic background in senior secondary schools around Ilorin metropolis?
8) What was your mean grade in the previous term examinations?
F (  )    E (  )    D (  )    C (  )    B (  )    A (  )
9) Do you think your parents’ socio-economic status affects your academic performance?		Yes (  )      No (  )
SECTION D
R.Q 3: How does the socio-economic status of parents affects the academic performance of senior secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
10)  How often have you been sent home for school fees?
Never (  )   Rarely (  )   Sometimes (  )    Often (  )
11)  How often do your parents visit school to find out about your academic performance?	Never (  )   Rarely (  )   Sometimes (  )    Often (  )
12)  How often do your parents assist/support you in doing homework/assignments at home?		Never (  )   Rarely (  )   Sometimes (  )    Often (  )
The statements below relate to the Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students in Ilorin Metropolis. Supplied also are the five options corresponding to these statements, please tick as appropriate.
The options are presented with a five point rating scale. 
Strongly Agreed (SA)..………………. 5 Agreed    (A) …………….……………4
Undecided (U)………...………………3 Disagreed (D) …………….……..……2
Strongly Disagreed (SD) …………...…1
	S/N
	                 ITEMS
	5
(SA)
	4
(A)
	3
(U)
	2
(D)
	1
(SD)

	1
	High income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents. 
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Highly educated parents are more involved in their children’s education than lowly/ uneducated parents. 
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment. 
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Parents’ attitude towards education positively correlates with their children’s educational achievement. 
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment. 
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Parents with higher level of education are able to set conducive learning environment at home than those with lower level of education/uneducated.
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Students who come from poor family background have lower self-esteem than those who come from well of families. 
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	My parents struggle financially to cater for my educational needs.
	
	
	
	
	





QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS
This questionnaire is intended to collect information on “Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students in Ilorin Metropolis”. The information given will be used for the purpose of this research only.
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
Instruction(s): Tick where appropriate. Do not write your name and that of the school on the questionnaire 
1) Gender:            Male (  ) Female (  ) 
2) Age in years   Below 20 (  ) 21-30 (  ) 31-40 (  ) 41-50 (  ) 51-60 (  ) Above 60 (  ) 
3) What is your professional qualification? 
            Doctorate (  )  Masters (  )  Degree/HND (  )  Diploma (  )  NCE  (  ) 
4) Working experience in years 
             Less than 5 (  )   6-10 (  )   11-15 (  )   16-20 (  )   21 and above (  ) 
5) School type? 
            Boarding (  )  Girls boarding (  )  Mixed day (  )  Mixed day and boarding (  )  
6) School size? 
            Single stream ( ) Double stream ( ) Three streams ( ) Four and above ( )
SECTION B
R.Q 1: What are the socio-economic backgrounds of secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
7) What is the major economic activity of most of your students’ parents? 
            Employed (  ) Peasants (  ) Nomadic (  ) Non employed (  )
8) What is the educational level of most of your students  parents? 
             Uneducated (  ) Primary level (  ) secondary level (  ) Tertiary (  )
9) How do you rate engagement of parents in educational activities by your school? 
            Very poor ( ) Poor ( ) Fair ( ) Good ( ) Very Good ( )
SECTION C
R.Q 2: What are the academic performance of Biology students from higher and lower socio-economic background in senior secondary schools around Ilorin metropolis?

10) What was the mean grade (overall performance) of your class in the last term examination? (Indicate please)……………………………….
SECTION D
R.Q 3: How does the socio-economic status of parents affects the academic performance of senior secondary school Biology students in Ilorin metropolis?
11) Do you think that parents’ level of education affects their children’s attitude towards education? 	             Yes (   )    No (   ) 
              If yes how? .................................................................................................
12) How do you rate parental monitoring of students’ educational progress in your school? Very poor (  )   Poor (  )   Fair (  )   Good (  )   Very Good (  )
13) How do you rate parent-teacher communications in your school?
Very poor (  )   Poor (  )   Fair (  )   Good (  )   Very Good (  )

The statements below relate to the “Impact of Parental Socio-Economic Status of Secondary School Biology Students in Ilorin Metropolis”. Supplied also are the five options corresponding to these statements, please tick as appropriate.
The options are presented with a five point rating scale. 
Strongly Agreed (SA)..……………….…………. 5
Agreed    (A) …………….……………………….4
Undecided (U)………...………………………….3
Disagreed (D) …………….……..……………….2
Strongly Disagreed (SD) …………...…………….1
	S/N
	ITEMS
	5
(SA)
	4
(A)
	3
(U)
	2
(D)
	1
(SD)

	1
	High income parents are more involved in their children’s education than low income parents. 
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Students who come from poor family background have low living standards and lower self- esteem than those who come from well of families. 
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Students whose parents are in formal employment exhibit better academic performance than those whose parents are in informal employment. 
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Parents’ attitude towards education positively correlates with their children’s educational achievement. 
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Parents in informal employment struggle to cater for their children’s educational needs than those in formal employment. 
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Educated parents are more involved in their children’s education than uneducated parents. 
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Parental supervision of students’ progress both at school and home positively influences students’ academic performance 
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