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ABSTRACT
	This study investigates the effect of parental socio – economic status on the academic performance of secondary school students in Economics from selected secondary schools in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. In an attempt to achieve the stated objectives, 100 copies of parental socio – economic status questionnaires were administrated to the students of S. S III classes in five (5) different schools randomly selected from Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The questionnaires were administrated on students to determine their parental social class, economic status, educational standard, occupational status and family size. Information was also gathered on the academic performance in economics of the respondents in their last promotion examination results. Five hypotheses were tested, the t-test analysis of the results clearly depicted that there were significant differences in the academic performance in economics of students from high and low social class parent; high and low economic status literate parent, high and low occupational status parents as well as small and large family size. The result shows that those students that came from rich family are better than the students from family because of their parental occupation status and family size. Among the recommendations is that the parents should be well educated on the importance of the family planning scheme to enhance the opportunity of pruning and fixing the number of children a family is expected to give birth to.  
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
	In Nigeria society, socio-economic status of the parents has a strong impact on the academic performance of students in school subjects. Based on the information gathered over the years, the investigations of this study realized that the society is made up of different socio classes, that is the lower class is as a result of differences in the style of life, occupation and many other socio-economic determinants and some parents and more prominent than others.
	The status of the family determines the type of education a child can receive from the parents.  The child’s mental and emotional development which is a factor for school education would be greatly influenced by the nature of the family into which the child is born.  For example poor feeding during pregnancy and after is likely to have adverse effects on the mental development of the child. Similar conditions of abject poverty may lead to emotional depressions of the child.
	The upbringing of the child is in the home, the personality and the behaviours child developed within the home environment. Behaviour is an index of personality and the behaviours of a child are accepted factors that affect academic and social activities of the child. This views is buttressed by Musgrave (1999), as he states that “The family moulds the personality of the child before he goes to school and is a potent influence on the child throughout his or her school life”.
	In Nigeria society, the equality or educational achievement and the educational opportunity has been one of the most controversial issues in recent years. It is assumed that the Nigerian society is made up of different social classes and that one of the important indices of social class that contribute to the educational achievement of our children is the income of the family, money, prestige and power that is possessed by the family.
	In every known society in the world, there is social inequality, but the form it takes varies from the society to groups such that they can be ranked due to one above the other according to some predetermined social indices. Occupation is a major index in determining what class achievement; there is an assumption that the level of social position or parents helped in the student’s middle social class performs better in academic work than those from the lower social class. 
Statement of the Problem
	The various views highlighted by experts on the relationship between socio-Economic status of parents and students academic performance serves as the basis for the study. This study aims at finding out the effect of socio-Economic status of parents on students academics performance in Economics in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.
	Through questions have always been asked concerning the influence of socio-Economic status of the way students perform academically so this work dealt with or determine the nature of the relationship between the socio-economic background of parents and academic performance parents and academic performance of student having known fully the powerful influence of money in all ramifications of human life.
	To confirm the above, the research was erred towards investigating on the effects of: 
i. Parent’s social status on student’s academic performance.
ii.  Parent’s economic status on student’s academic performance.
iii. Parent’s educational standard on student’s academic performance.
iv. Parent’s occupational status on student’s academic performance.
v. Effects of the family size on the student’s academic performance.
Purpose of the Study
	The primary purpose of this study is to find out the effect of socio-economic status of parents on students’ academic performance in Economics at Secondary Schools level in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The research will enable one to know the effect of socio-economic status of parents on student’s academic performance.  
	The research will also enable us to find out the influence of students on the socio-economic status of parents, the research purpose is equally to find out how parents socio-economic status affects students’ academic performance.
General Questions 
	The research work is carried out to have a look into how negative or positive socio-economic status influences academic performance of students. The study sought answers to the under listed questions.
i. Does parental social status have any influence on the student’s academic performance?
ii. Does parental socio-economic status have any influence on the student’s academic performance?
iii. Does parental occupational status have any influence on the student’s academic performance?
Research Questions
i. Is there any significant difference in the academic performance in Economics of students from low social class parents and students from high social class parents?
ii. Is there any significant in the academic performance in Economics of students from low economic status parents and students from high economic status parents? 
iii. Is there any significant in the academic performance in Economics of students from literate parents and students from illiterate parents?
iv. Is there any significant in the academic performance in Economics of students from low occupational status parents and students from high occupational status parents?  
v. Is there any significant in the academic performance in Economics of students from small family size and students from large family size?
Research Hypotheses 
H01: There is no significant difference in academic performance in Economics of students from low social class parents and students from high social class parents.
H02: There is no significant difference in academic performance in Economics of students from low economic parents and students from high economic parents.
H03: There is no significant difference in academic performance in Economics of students from literate parents and students from illiterate parents.
H04: There is no significant difference in academic performance in Economics of students from low occupational status parents and students from high occupational status parent. 
H05: There is no significant difference in academic performance in Economics of students from small family size and students from large family size.
Significance of the Study
	This is set to focus on the influence or socio-Economic status of parents on the performance of students in economics.
	The study may open the avenue for teachers, parents, educationists, curriculum developers and incoming researchers to appraise the contributions of parental socio-Economic subjects in the realm of sociological knowledge such as History, Geography, Philosophy and Government.
	This is another form of study result of which can be very useful to teachers, parents, educationists, curriculum developers and incoming researchers in the following:
a. It could inform the teachers so that they create new avenue of modifying their teacher’s methods. 
b. The outcome of this result could be the bases for study in a new direction thus extending the frontier of knowledge.
c. The outcome of this study could also make parents to improve on their standard of living so that they could be able to provide their children with materials needed to perform well in their studies.
Delimitation of the Study
	The study was limited to some selected secondary schools within Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study covers the effect of parental socio-Economic status on student’s academic performances in Economics in these selected secondary schools.
	The limitations, therefore is that this type of study may not provide adequate generalization on a broad scales.  Thus, this study cannot be used to draw inferences based on the result of this research on any other geographical setting. However, the result obtained can only be linked to the area of study.

Operational Definition of Terms
	The most important term used in the body of the study are defined here as follows.
Socio-economic status: This refers to the ranking orders of people by members of the community is socially superior or inferior position Ezous copy in (1999)  confirms this definitions saying that; “The level of education, income and occupation determine the status of an individual in modern Nigeria.
High socio-economic status: The person in this status may be adjudge to be above aversely educated or have attained high professional, vocation or business status which can fetch for him a  lot more than the daily necessities of his sphere of responsibility  and at same societal appreciation of his placing.
Low socio-economic status: In this circumstance, an individual can be judged to have low socio-Economic status when he/she barely meet the basic necessities of life and not well placed job wise as well as lack, less exposure, interactions and experience. 
Academic Performance: This is the student actual achievement in classrooms recorded tests and examinations in secondary schools for a given year.
Occupational Status: This is the specific types of job are engage in such as the business, trade office work, etc, that which occupies ones time in order to have income high occupational status includes parents such as medical Doctor, Accountant, Governor, Pilot, Business Tycoons, Lecturer etc, that earn enough income to meet to basic  necessities of life low occupational  status refers to such parents as messenger or parent farmer that earn very little income which barely meet the basic necessities of life.
Family Size: This refers to the number of people in the family. A small family has 2, 3 or 4 children. A large family has 5, 6 or more children.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	The chapter attempts the review of some related works already done on “Parental socio-economic status” with broad examination of their nature and its effects on the academic performance of secondary schools students in economics.
	Socio-economic status has been much discussed and studied as a source of inequality in many societies like Nigeria and many other African countries of the known western world characterized by class ideologies.  It has frequently been reported in recent years that the role of parent on the educational pursuits of his child dependently determined by his status in social stratification.
	The review of related literature in the study covers the under listed areas:
· The Influence of Social Class of Parents on Educational Performance of Students in Economics
· The Influence of Economics Status of Parents on Educational Performance of Students in Economics.
· The Influence of Educational Standard of Parents on Educational Performance of Students in Economics.
· The Influence of Occupational Status of Parents on Educational Performance of Students in Economics.
· The Influence of Family Size on Educational Performance of Students in Economics
· Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
The Influence of Social Class of Parents on Student’s Educational Performance
	The concept “social class” could be described as the grouping or classification of people according to their social status, the membership of which often develops group correlation or certain characteristics common to all members of that group in terms of values attitude of life style. Herbert Hymen (1997),   in an article titled “The value system of different classes”, states two differences between lower and middle class value systems.	
Firstly, that member of lower working class place a lower value  on education as a means to personal advancement and they also place  high value on achieving high occupational status. 	In contrary, members of the middle class place high value on education of their children because it is realized to be a means to personal advancement and a way of achieving high educational status.
Secondly, the lower class individual does not aim at much success because of the limited resources at his disposal. Thus, the motivation to achieve it in the school or outside the school is generally low among members of the lower working class. On the other hand, the members of the middle working class often aim higher for their children and for this they are ready to spend their last money on their children’s education just to prepare them to be successful citizen in life. 
It seems that the attitude of the parents to education matters much in the academic performance of the child in the school and the attitude differ along the like of socio-economic status. Dockrell (1999), In his investigation on the society, home and under-achievement, reviewed a number of research studies on the family to achievement of the child in the school and summed up saying that majority of the under achievement are from segment where aspiration of these lower social class differs from those in the school.
Similarly, Obaneata (2000), in his study on the effect of rural environment on intelligence test performance proclaimed that those children from high school group perform better than their counterparts in the lower social class. So, the higher performance of the students from the upper class, perhaps, could be attributed to a lot of factors like parental value of educational, money, mobility and the social class to which the parents belongs.
	Obeneata (2000), found out in his study that majority of the parent in rural areas are farmers and most farmers in Nigeria are known to be poor because they normally cannot provide right environment for the intellectual development of their children. According to him, it is known that the intellectual development of children from poor homes is usually impaired by unfavorable environmental conditions and lack of adequate environmental supports, in this case, poor performance of student could have been partly the result of the retarding effect of poor homes on mental development.
	Swift (1999), in his study on social class and academic status achievement observes that children of high social status start attending nursery schools early unlike their counterparts from low socio-economic status, psychologically, this creates basic room from intellectual improvement on the part of both middle and high social class, the type of natural factors that exists in both low and high socio-economic status accounts for variations in student’s academic performance.
Corwin (1999), in his study on social stratification and academic performance divided the American society into classes; the upper, the middle and lower classes. He found that these in the low income bracket have a combination of factors producing a culture of poverty which rationalized how standard of living, job insecurity and minimum level of education. On this, he concluded that the children of the middle and upper classes have better chances of educational advancement than the children of lower class.
	Havighurst (2002) asserts in his study on the relation between “ability and social status in middle ability and performances” besides all other sociology scholars’ emphasized that socio-status significantly influences performance. Masters (2005) in his investigations of the social class and academic achievement discovered that a child academic performance has been found to be likely related to his parent social class. The accepted explanations for this is that the cost of higher education which is rapidly increasing, has been shown to be an important determinant of whether or not a student attends college at all, also of the particular school he enters. Status of parents has bearing on the academic performance of the child. The children of the middle and high social class perform well as a reflection of their parent’s value and aspiration for their education while the other children from low social class are negatively affected in their academic performance. 
Influence of Economic Status of Parent’s Student’s Education Performances
The importance of money in human undertaking cannot be over emphasized hence it is the dominant determinant of parental sponsorship role. The parent facilitates his financial support for his child adequately and conveniently. Thorndike (2005) in his own study on the relation of school achievement to difference in the background of children noted that higher academic performance is commonly found commendable performance of children from privileged economic background is, perhaps accountable to the value placed on education by their parents, children from wealthy parents aspire more education than their counterparts from parents of lower economic status, as a result of their parent economic positions.
Lffier (1999) presented are of the more complete and informative report on the relationship of economic background to such variable as receipt of scholarship between the type of institution attended and the income level of the family. Some studies have shown that even the student who performs poorly in school A can still do better if his parent is economically viable to send him to school B which is well equipped with instructional materials. Farrant (2000) Observed in a report of his study of “socio-psychological determinant of academic achievement of children in Pakistan” that there is a correlation between economic status of the parent and their children’s academic performance.
According to Douglas (2006), Flood (1996) and Frasier (1999), they all reached a consensus on the positive impact of economic level of any family on the academic performance of learners. David (1999) and Swift (2000) also observe that children from high economic status family background always perform well academically. Hummel Weit (1996) in his investigation on the indispensable influence made on observation that over and under achievement were significantly related to socio-economic class background of the children. From the test he administered and found out that 50% of over achievers were from the middle class, while only 12% were from the lower class. That is to say that there must be a silver living behind every cloud.
	Fulton, Ketch and Guardner (2001) in their study on the impact of family income on scholastic achievement summarized the reason why family income has impact of scholastic achievement of children. According to these men, “families with a large income undoubtedly can purchase a large number of books, not only for their children but also into the family library”.  This point was further reinforced by Backman and Second (2004), when they indicated that the child from impoverished home has a scanty basic knowledge intellectual performance. This does not indicate that he is stupid in the inherent sense of the word but only that he not had sufficient informal training at home in the kind of skills needed in school by large and the lower the level of poverty in the family, the high the probability of good academic performance of the family’s children.


Influence of Education Standard of Parent on Student’s Educational Performance 
	A study of family socio-economic status and educational performance of some secondary school children in a particular subject in Western States of Nigeria was conducted by Ogunlade (2003), he investigated the extent to which the education and lack of education of parents affected educational performance of children in the stated subject (Economic) on some parts of western Nigeria. His findings showed that children from literate homes had better academic achievement that these from illiterate homes.
	Harman (2009) investigated on a study of low socio-economic status achievement, selected personality and experimental factors among college student the findings of his study supported by the literature and socio class and school achievement. According to him, student who have well educated parents particularly the father, were more likely to be academically proficient, also students who were externally motivated, cooperative and passive were likely to achieve higher goods.
	Curry (2008) in his study on the effects of social economic status on the scholastic achievements of the secondary school students reports that students with high  socio-economic parents couple with high intellectual ability off-set any deficiency which may be created by low social economic conditions, but that there is the effects of social and economic factors upon language performance. In the medium intellectual group both the upper and middle group achieve of perform more than the lower group.
	Similarly, Hoffman (2007) in his investigation on the influence of home on academic output of learners reported the response of both literate and illiterate parents to a question on academic performance of the children.  The question states: “what do you do when your child bring a good examination report from school to you at home?” In his reply, the elite parent promised giving praises and other forms of reward to such child from bringing honor to his/her home. Contrarily, the illiterate parent only promised to give thanks to God and forget about the issue.
	Furthermore, in his own study on the influence of home on academic output of learners, Hoffman (1980) observed that the literate parent always encourage their children to aspire for higher academic excellence such parent through words of encouragement, motivate their young ones to strive hard enough and pursue studies with all rigor attention and interest performance. They press motivation comments like, “Good of you, this is a nice drawing of a cup you have made for me, Jane”.
	From the above, it could be deduced that education standard of the parents affect academic performance of their children particularly in economics, because their total personality have reflection in their children lives and academic undertakings. Most of the educated parents see the need to assist their children in their education process. Hence, they are willing to advice, encourage and support in the course of the education.
	It is this group of parent that show appreciation to any good work done or attempted, either jointly or single handedly by their children. It is also noted that children or parents who pay regular visit to school see their children are noted for good academic work at school (Hawson, 1999).
	Ogunlade (2003) in his study on the family socio-economic status and educational performance of the student was of the opinion that, children from literate environment had a mean score of 52.48% on education attachment tests, while those from illiterate environment had a mean score of 42.90%. This made him to conclude that children from literate parent had better academic achievement than those from illiterate parents has the tendency to develop the right kind of attitude to reading tasks and this may stand him in good steadying throughout his academic career. 
	In the observation of Botcher (2000), “parent that is poorly educated will fail to give their children the right sort of encouragement and cannot appreciate the need for a quiet place to study, will tend to deteriorate in their performance at school”. Thus, this assertion shows the importance of educated parents with refined minds to the academic performance of their children. Educated parents especially those in high-income earning level could be able to afford information materials like television, radio, library, computer or internet etc to aid the education of their children and develop good attitude toward their children education. All these help the children to perform better than children of chronic illiterate parents. 
	Oladiji (1999) reported that children from well to do parents with better educational qualification, achieve greater percentage than the children from parents with little or no mirrors of their parents to who they belong. Those who come from good parents with good educational background behave well in the society and exhibit conspicuously well in their academic work.
	Ahmed (2000) explained that children who come from literate parent are endowed with appropriate ways of re-arrangements, decision making and problem solving techniques. Contrarily children who come from illiterate parent are deprived of the above mentioned attributes. Hence, they stand at a being handicapped from posture learning process and good academic performance unlike their counterpart who come from literate homes. Psychologically, despite the above assertion, it is not out of place to find children from lower class performing and achieving well academically. Thus, the case of exceptionality is ever manifested in the middle of colleagues.
Influence of Occupational Status of Parent on Student’s Educational Performance
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Occupation according to the “Advance Learner’s Dictionary of current English” (1963) is the business, trade, job etc that which occupies one’s time, either permanently or as a hobby. For the purpose of this study, occupation is treated as one of the prominent factors determining a person’s socio-economic status. The economic status a parent is vested in their educational status. Being a chartered accountant, lecturer, medical doctor and being a messenger or peasant farmer confers different status.
	It should be noted that students from high occupation status parents, such as Medical doctor, Accountant, Governor, Pilot, Teacher, General in the Armed forces to mention but a few, have  their parent to emulate unlike their counterpart from parent of low educational or occupation standard. Yoloye (2000) in his study on the background of children in three school in the old western Nigeria, asserted that there is significant differences between the academic performance of students from upper occupational status and that of the student from low educational background. He noted that children of professionals like; Executive, Accountant, Clerk and the likes reside in big cities and towns, this in turn afford the group of students the opportunity to use social amenities like pipe borne water, electricity supply, well equipped library, accommodation etc. as a result, children from such parents, experience better academic training and thus perform better than their counterpart from low occupational status parent such as petty trader, messenger or peasant farmer. 
	Yoloye (2000) further observes that student from illiterate peasant farmers that come and reside in rural areas. Lack most, if not all the thought provoking and knowledge stimulating factor already mentioned above. Hence, they stand at a disadvantage, academically. The parent of upper occupational level, perhaps because of their adequate knowledge of formal education and its relevance to the society, afford to persuade their children to aspire for higher educational achievement and they direct their children on course of subject selection. And on the other hand, a farmer or illiterate trade may not even have time to go through his child’s work when he is back from school, let alone inculcating any sense of aspiration from higher educational attainment in such a child. And this marks the beginning of the differences academically in the most of his counterparts. 
	Niles (1999) in his investigation, social class academic achievement “A 3rd word interpretation” reports that educational and occupational background have very important influence on academic performance of children particularly in economics.  Student who have parents with status of occupation, high income and better than other in school as achievement of the child. They observe in their findings that the higher the occupation of the breadwinner of the student family, the greater his or her level of academic performance. They opined that the parent with high managerial posts earn higher income and the types of schools to be attended by their children would be one of the best within the community such parent would direct and guide the children in their education generates high motivation in the child and this could lead to good performance.
	Chopra (1999) “Empirical study on parental occupation and academic achievement of high school in India”. He studied the impact of social-economic status on the academic achievement in a developing country (India) where poverty is not only more wide spread but deeper. His discussion supports the hypothesis that there is positive relationship between socio-positive relationships socio-economic background as represented by the level of parent occupation and academic achievement of the student in economics.
	Banks (1999) asserted that children of skilled workers perform better and attain higher education performance. He went to conclude that mother whose occupation are superior to that of their husband before marriage were more likely to have children who are successful than other mother. Also, Olaitan (2000) found out that children from high occupation social status performed well in school than the children from low occupation social status performed well in the school than the children from low occupation social status can do well in school, but with lower degree.
	Bot Frazier (1999), in his study on home environment and the school, reveals that the different occupation of furthers are not likely in themselves to account for the marked difference we have observed. These differences results rather from the many variation in the material condition in “attitude, value etc” Rossi (2002) and Morris (1999), go in a contrary way with Frazier’s finding. They observed in their different finding that the higher the occupation of the student’s father the greater his or her level of academic performance. Morris was the opinion that the parents with position earn higher income and the types of school to be attended by their children would be one of the best within the community. In spite of the above statement, some parents from low occupational status perhaps, because of their intuitive awareness, still strive hard to see that their children attain better educational qualification.

Influence of Family Size on Education Performance of Child
	Smallness or largeness of family due to monogamy and polygamy respectively is another determining factor of the academic performance of student. Studies have shown that lager family often tends to perpetuate poverty, low status and low income in country, the higher the demand of the family and the lower the purchasing power of the family income.
	Daniel (1999), a white sociologist, addressed himself to the problem of black family disorganization due to its size in the 1960’s. He postulated that family structure is not only a product of social behavior and attitudes but is itself a primary socializing agent. In other words, according to Daniel, the black family structure is the major factor in keeping blacks in a lower class. He said that got to a time that responsibility of father shifted to mother as the family head due to the largeness of the family and by 1968, the majority of the poor black. Children were in female headed families, and by 1971, the number reached three-fifths, and by 1975, it was 85percent. The implication is that lower class blacks from broken home s are far more likely to score below grade level on achievement test than lower class black from intact homes. 
	Harris (2000) found out the relationship of school behavior and family background to academic achievement. Based on his study, it was concluded that productivity of achievement marks on the basis of family background was only slightly better than chance. Although not statistically significant, according to him he stated that there was a tendency in the group studied for achievement scores of student to be a function of family size, which means student from larger families tended to score lower in reading language and economic than did student from small families.
	Bronfenbernner (2003) found that a single child in a family may score higher on mental ability tests which could be referred to as academic test, because he receives all the available parental stimulation, whereas, a child with poor sibling may have lower ability scores because he receives an estimated one-fifth of the available stimulation. Moreover, first born may tend to be brighter, either because some of them are single children and receive all the available parental attention or because they receive 100% of the parental attention. Thus, finding explain the effects of the child’s position in the family on his performance in school subjects especially economics. It shows that the amount of parental attention given a child has great influence on his academic performance but the attention given decreases as the number of children in a family increases slightly better than chance. Although not statistically significant, according to him he stated that, there was a tendency in the group studied for achievement scores of students to be a function of the family size, which means student from larger families tended to score lower in reading language than did student from small families.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed 
The appraisal of literature reviewed examines the works of different researchers on socio-economic background and the academic performance of student, it is well established that socio-economic level of the parents determined the performance of his child in school. From the work of various authors, researchers and educationist, related to the present study are reviewed under various parameters of parental socio-economic status and family size, as they in a way or the other have bearing in the academic performance of the students. 
The outcome of studies reviewed suggests that noticeable bearing on studies reviewed suggests that noticeable bearing on student’s academic performance; hence, the higher the parent’s  status the more positive this in turn affects the student’s academic performance and the lower the status, the adverse the perform better than those of their colleagues from large family size.
However, most of these researchers are not within our immediate environment Nigeria, but we still have some of them within this context. What family composes in Nigeria is still what it composes in other countries, though the degree of factors affecting the family background in Nigeria and other countries might not be same. Hence, they are still likely to be influenced by the same forces with few examples if there will be any.
The various studies cited in the chapter have immensely contributed some useful detailed information to our proper understanding of a few element of parental socio-economic performance of student in economics





CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter discusses the method and procedure used in collecting data for the study. The study was carried out to examine the effect of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of the secondary school student on in economics in some selected secondary school in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Research Design
	The study design is descriptive in nature which employs survey approach to seek the opinion of people especially student on the effect of students in economics. It is a method which looks with intense accuracy at the phenomenon of the moment and describes precisely what is observed. There is no control of treatment in this types of survey research method as found in experimental survey.
Population
	The population of the study comprises of all bonafide students of secondary schools in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Sample and Sampling Techniques
	The researcher employed a stratified random sampling of five (5), secondary school out of the twenty five (25), scattered secondary school within the Local Government Area. The school were grouped into five after uniting the names of all the twenty five school in a small sheet of paper each student to help in picking one each out the five groups. Thus, the researcher ensured that the question is a true representative of the entire population.
The Successful Schools Selected are:
1. ECWA Secondary School, Igbaja.
2. Omupo Grammar School, Omupo.
3. Idofian Grammar school, Idofian.
4. Yaru High School, Yaru.
5. Oke-ode Grammar School, oke-ode.
The school are located in different areas in the Ifelodun Local Government Area.
Research Instrument
	Questionnaire was the research instrument adopted by the researcher in order to obtain valid information for the research. In constructing the questionnaire, efforts were made the academic level of the instrument were clear and simple enough to the academic level of the respondents. This instrument was employed because of its advantages; it saves time, the opinion of respondents are know on the spot and immediately put on paper for appropriate interpretation, it also allow for the use of large sample with ease.
	This questionnaire was dealing with the person and socio-economic background of the students. Questions were asked about the student parents, occupation, highest qualification attained by parent, size of their families, amount of money given per day as pocket money and how they get to school daily, either by parent’s private vehicle, by commercial/public vehicle or by foot.
Validity of the Instrument
	Validity of instrument is a crucial property of measurement. It concerns itself with whether a test of scale has actually measures what it is purported to measure. The drafted questionnaire was subjected to examination, criticism and advice from the part of experts in the field and he supervisor. Their suggestion and adjustments are incorporated in the final draft forwarded to the supervisor. Both in the wording and arrangement it was ensured that the questionnaire did not confuse the respondents.
Reliability of the Instrument  
	The reliability of the instrument was obtained by carrying out test-retest method which the instrument were administered to two purposively selected school in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. Twenty (20) respondents were used from both schools, they are not part of the main respondents. The questionnaire forms were administered to them in two occasions and the person product moment correlation was employed to test the reliability. The result obtained was 0.72 and 0.78 which mean the instrument was very reliable for the study.
Administration of the Instrument
	The use of questionnaire was adopted to obtain the needed information for the research. It is used because it allow the usage of large sample at ease. The questionnaire was taken to the school by the researcher herself and was distributed to the student after getting the permission from the school authority, and it was monitored by the researcher for proper filling and responding to the question. However, no time limit was given to them.
	Names of the respondents are deliberately omitted to maintain confidentiality. This is because people tend to express their thought and options more freely under a closed identity hence, the researcher will want to collect the questionnaire to avoid any misplacement through careless handling.
Data Analysis 
	The interpretations of data in this study were mainly through the “T-test statistical analysis. The “T-test” was employed or the analysis of all the hypotheses in the study. 

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
INTRODUCTION
	In this chapter, the result and interpretation of the findings were presented. The study was carried out on the effect of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of secondary school students in Economics. Five school were selected for the study. One hundred students were used in all.
	Questionnaire was administered to one hundred student to elicit information on their parents socio-economic status and their academic performance in Economics. The data collected were subjected to “T-test” statistical analysis five hypotheses were postulated for testing.
Presentation of result 
Hypothesis One (H01): There is no significance difference in the academic performance in Economics of students from low social class parent and students from high social class parents. 


Table 1: Table Showing a T-Test Analysis for Difference between the Performance in Economics of Students from Low Social Class Parents and Students of High Class Parents
	Parents’ social class
	N
	X-
	SD
	DF
	Critical T-test value
	Calculated T-test value

	High social value
	41
	69.6
	11.92
	98
	1.96
	6.32

	Low social class
	59
	52.1
	14.77
	
	
	



	From the table one (1) above, the calculated “t” value is 6.32, since calculated “t” value of 6.32 is greater than critical “t”- test value of 1.92, it shows that the null hypothesis which proposed no significant difference in the academic performance, in economics of the student from low social class parents and student from low social class parent and students from high social parents was therefore rejected.
Hypothesis Two (H02): There is no significant difference in low status parent and student from high economics status parents. 


Table 2: Table Showing a T-Test Analysis for Difference between the Performance in Economics of Students from Low Economic Status Parents and Students of High Economics Status parents
	Parents’ Economic Status
	N
	X-
	SD
	DF
	Critical T-test value
	Calculated T-test value

	High economic status
	20
	68.5
	14.28
	98
	1.96
	2.96

	Low economic status
	80
	57.0
	15.77
	
	
	



	The analysis from the table 2 shows that show the null hypothesis which states that “there is no significant difference in the academic performance in economics of students from low economic status parents and students from high economic status parent ’’  should be rejected. This is because the calculated t-value of  2.96 is greater than the tabulated value of 1.96 indicating a significant difference.
Hypothesis Three (H03): there is no significant difference in the academic performance in economics of students from literate parents and students from illiterate parents.


Table 3: Show a t -test Analysis for Difference between the Performances in Economics of Students from Literate Parents and Student Illiterate Parents
	Parents’ Education Status
	N
	X-
	SD
	DF
	Critical T-test value
	Calculated T-test value

	High educational status
	52
	68.35
	10.77
	98
	1.96
	7.20

	Low educational status 
	48
	49.5 
	15.28
	
	
	



	The finding from the above table 3 show that the calculated t-test value of 7.2 is greater than the critical t-test value of 1.96, which attest between the academic performance in economics of students from high educational status parent. Thus, the proposed null hypothesis was thereby rejected.
Hypothesis Four (H04): There is no significant difference in the academic performance in economics of students from low occupational status parents and students from high educational status parents.


Table 4: Showing a t-test for Difference between the Performance in Economics of Students from Low Occupational Status Parent and Students from High Educational Status Parents
	Parents’ occupational status
	N
	X-
	SD
	DF
	Critical T-test value
	Calculated T-Test Value

	High occupational status
	66
	64.05
	15.42
	98
	1.96
	4.46

	Low occupational status
	44
	50.10
	13.33
	
	
	



From the table 4 above, the finding shows that significant difference exists in the academic performance in economics of student for low occupational status parents and students from high occupational status parents. From the table the critical t-test value was less than the calculated t-test value, 1.96 was less than calculated t-test value 4.46 with this regards the proposed null hypothesis was thereby rejected.
Hypothesis Five (H05): There is no significant difference in the academic performance in economics of student from small family size and students from large family size.


	Parents’ family size
		N
	X-
	SD
	DF
	Critical T-test value
	Calculated T-test value

	Small family size
	39
	63.99
	15.52
	

98
	
1.96
	

2.61

	Large family size
	61
	55.65
	16.31
	
	
	



Since the calculated t-test value of 2.61 is > critical t-test value of 1.96. it shows that the proposed null hypothesis was rejected,  meaning the significant difference exists in the academic performance  in economics of students from large family size and students from small family size.
Discussion of Results
	This findings of this research reveals that there was significant difference in the academic performance, in economics, of students from low parents and students from high social class parents. This study shows that children of high social class parents. This study shows that children of high social origin begin attending nursery schools early than their counterparts from low social status parents, psychologically; this creates basis or room for intellectual improvement on the parts of students from high social class parents. The type of natural factor that exists in both classes of parents accounts for difference in students’ academic performance, in the subject of economics.
	Another finding reveals that there was significant difference in academic performance, in economics, of students from low economic status parents and students from high economic status parents. Many researchers have also observed that children from high economic status parents always perform well academically than those children from low economic status parents. Children from rich parents aspire more education than their counterparts from parents of lower economic status, as a result of their parents’ economic positions. 
	Also, the study finds out that significant difference occurs between the academic performances in economics, of students from high educational status parents and students from low educational status parents.  
	This findings collaborated with the study conducted by Ogunlade (2013) his findings shows that children from literate homes had better academic achievement than those from illiterate homes had better academic achievement than those from illiterate homes, similarly, Hoffman (1980), observed that the literate parents always encourage their children to aspire for higher academic excellence. Such parents through words of encouragements motivate their young ones to strive hard enough and pursue studies with all rigor attention and interest in order to achieve good academic performance.
	It was revealed from the findings of this research that there was significant difference in the academic performance, in economics of students from low occupational status of parents and students from high occupational status of parents and students from high occupational background have very important influence on academic performance of children particularly in economics, Niles (2011) reported students who have parents with high status of occupation, high income and better amenities at home often perform better than others in school.  
	Similarly, Blan and Duncan’s (2016) views which shows that the higher the occupational attainment of the father, the  higher the  academic achievement of the child, they opined that the parents with  high managing of posts earn higher income and the types of schools to be attended by their children would be one of the best within the community.
	Finally, the findings in the study show the significant differences in the academic performance, in economics, of the students from small family size and students from large family size. The finding is supported by Ruth (2013) in her research who remarked that status has a direct correlation on child’s own estimate of his school work ability. More so, first born may tend to be brighter, either because some of them are single children or receives all the available parental attention, or because they receive hundred percent of the parent attention. Thus findings explain the effect of child’s position in the family on his performance is school subjects particularly in economics. 


CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction
	This study was purposely designed to study the effects of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of the students in economics choosing Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State as a case study with the response of students. 
Summary 
	The research project gives significant on the effects of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of secondary schools’ students in the discipline/subject of economics using five (5) selected secondary schools in Ifelodun Local Government Area in Kwara State as a case study, the study consists of five chapters.
	Chapter one introduces the general background of the study and to what extent the study is being useful and significant to the individual student, teachers, parents and the society at large, while chapter two is all about the views of various authors on the impact of the parents’ socio-economic status on the children academic performance on economics.
	Chapter three is on the methodology used in collection data for the study, while chapter four is on the analysis and discussion of the result from the data collected through questionnaire and the fieldtrips from the study. The findings of the research revealed that there was significant difference in the academic performance in Economics students from low social classes’ parents and students from high educational status parents and students from low educational status parents, of students from low occupational status parents and students from high occupational status as well as of students from small family size and student from large family size.
Conclusion 
	 No doubt, it is clear from the study that parental socio-economic status affects students’ performance in economics. This is because the position that parents occupy have great influence on what their children do, the literacy level of parents always encourage them to motivate their young ones to strive hard enough and pursue studies with all attention and interest. Furthermore, from the literature review, it is known that many scholars have worked on those factors which influence the student’s performance in academic works. 
	Finally, this research work would be a source of inspiration to in-coming researches; it serves as foundation on which subsequent ones can be laid. 
Implications of the Study
	The implication of the study deals with a possible result which carried out the presentation and the analysis of data collection from the case study that is, selected secondary schools in Ifelodun Local Government Area, the analysis carried out on this study from the basis of effect of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of secondary schools students in economics.  The finding reveals that students from high-socio economic status parents performed better academically in economics than students from low socio-economic status parents. 
	This implies that the essential teaching aids for economics, financial support and scholarships are to be provided by the school authority and governments to enhance improvement in the performance of students in schools respect of their parents’ socio-economic status. 


Recommendations 
	From the forgoing section of this work, the following recommendations are imperative:
	The Local, State and the Federal Government should make equal educational opportunities available to all children irrespective of their socio-economic background. Education should be made free at all levels in order to bridge the gap between the children of the privilege few and the children of the poor masses. The authorities concerned should create school environment conducive to learn by providing essential school facilities which will enhance teaching and learning activities in the school. In order words, the school should be well equipped materially and with qualified personnel.
	There should be national redistribution of income so that majority of the parents will be capable of meeting the needs of their children. The parents also should be educated on the importance of family planning so that they should stop producing more than what they can cater for. Also, teacher should talk to parents especially those of them with low socio-economic status.
	This will facilitate suitable rapport between parents and teachers. In addition, the principals and school administrators should have sufficient understanding of the catchments area of their students. This will assist them in determine the socio-economic status to which they belong. The essence of this is that it will enhance the school administrators the opportunities of working out suitable programme for them, and very important to curriculum developers. 
Limitations of the Study 
	The study was limited to five (5) secondary schools offering Economics at senior secondary schools, which are randomly selected in Ifelodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. It was limited to those schools due to time and financial constraints to extend the study beyond this scope. However, what is arrived here will be generalized and assumed to be occurring in all other secondary schools in Ifelodun Local Government Area.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Result obtained from this study are by no means finality, they are subject to further studies. Further studies could be carried out both to replicate and strengthen the findings made, but above all to widen the frontier of academic and scientific knowledge by exploring further areas that have not been explored but are exposed as logical follow-up to this type of our scientific inquiry, a wide or large sample could be involve and other variables like the influence of the peer group. Quality of teachers, influence of school environment, etc. that influence the academic performance of the students could be investigated. More schools could be involved to find out the effects of parental socio-economic status on the academic performance of students in economics.     
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APPENDIX
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICSTOPIC: EFFECT OF PARENTAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ECONOMICS
(QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS)
Dear Respondents,
	This questionnaire is designed purely to gather personal information and to determine the effect of parental Socio-economic status on the academic performance in Economics.
	Any information given on this questionnaire is purposely meant for research work and shall be treated with strict confidentiality so please, answer each question honestly.
	Thanks for your co-operation.	
PART ‘A’
	Introduction: please, answer the questions below carefully, faithfully and tick (v) where appropriate.
1. Name of School: ____________________________________________
2. Age: ______________________________________________________
3. Class: _____________________________________________________
4. Sex: ______________________________________________________
5. Your Father’s Occupation: (a) Civil service (  ) (b) Business (  ) (c) Farming (	  ) (d) others (  ).
6. Your Mother’s Occupation: (a) Civil service (  ) (b) Trading (  ) (c) Housewife (  ) (d) others (  ).
7. Your Father’s Highest Educational Qualification: (a) University degree (  ) (b) NCE and OND (  ) (c) WAEC and Grade II (  ) (d) Primary and illiterate (  ).
8. How many children have your Parents? 			
(a) 1-2 (b) 3-4 (c) 5-6 (d) 7 and above ( ) 
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