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ABSTRACT
	Parental involvement is widely recognized as a crucial factor influencing children's academic success. This study investigates the relationship between parental involvement and children's academic performance, examining the impact of various forms of parental engagement on academic outcomes.
A quantitative approach was employed through the use of questionnaires distributed to hundred (100) respondents in five selected primary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State.
The result revealed significant positive correlation between parental involvement and academic achievement. Specifically, parental support in schoolwork, encouragement of reading and regular parent-teacher communication emerged as key predictors of academic success. This study underscores the vital role of parental involvement in enhancing children's academic performance. The findings inform educators and parents of effective strategies to promote parental engagement and improve academic outcomes.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The level of parental involvement has important implications on children’s academic performance. Social cognitive theory suggests that children absorb messages about appropriate behaviour and socially accepted goals by talking with important people in their lives (Albert Bandura, 1997). Based on this assumption, parents have the potential to model positive attitudes and behaviour towards school. And research in developed countries such as the united states has shown that parental involvement contributes to a child’s academic success (Fan and Chan, 2001,  Andrew J. Houtenville and Maureen Conway, 2008, William H. Jeynes, 2003, 2007). 
In fact, children are more likely to cooperate and perform better in school when their parents show interest in their school work, willing to assist them with homework, and are willing to hold their children accountable for the completion of school assignments. Children who are not working hard in school may begin to perceive school as valuable when parents actively demonstrate that they value school through involvement. 
  	Literature on the overall impact of parental involvement on a child’s academic performance in developing countries is minimal. Whether the relationship exist and which type of parental involvement is effective, are important to determine in a country where parents often do not have the education to engage their children in school work, or the resources to hire tutors. 
     	Does Parents-Teachers Association (PTA) meetings, talking to their children and volunteering in school matter? This study will bring answers to these questions and contribute to the literature on the relationship between parental involvement and academic performance in Nigeria.  
Parental involvement on a child’s academic performance has attracted many educators and researchers in the field of education in the world, for example, Joyce L. Epstein, Johannes Bakker, James E. Davis, Anita T. Henderson, Kathryn M. Lewis and Timothy Z.  Keith composed a short list of many scholars who have spent their time on parental involvement which strengthened parents, teachers, administrator and students partnerships which end in benefiting pupils and students, improving schools, assisting teachers and strengthening families.    
Historically, parental involvement emerged as compensation program since 1960’s and 1970’s. In USA and Europe as among other programs aiming at encouraging low income earners to prepare their children for successful schooling and prevent education delays for children who are at risk. (Johannes Bakker, Anne Dennesser and Brus Laeven, 2007)’ 
   Moreover, the Carlos Salamanca conference on special education held in Spain 1994 discussed that, parents should be encouraged to participate in educational activities at home and schools for the purpose of supporting their children’s learning. 
            All measures of parental involvement used in studies in developing countries are based on scales that have been established in the context of developed countries. But parental involvement may be different in developed countries than in developing countries. These differences including types and levels of involvement must be taken into account when measuring parental involvement in developing countries.
Joyce L. Epstein’s (1990, 1995) typology of parental involvement includes six categories: Basic parenting, facilitating learning at home, communicating with the school, volunteering at the school, participating in school decision making and collaborating with the community. Other studies use a typology of parental involvement that is based on either initiative appeal or factor analysis of existing data (Christopher D.Izzo, Robert Weissberg, Wendy Kasprow and Diane M. Fendrich, 1999, Eleanor W. Sui-chu and williams D.T, 1996).
      	The landscape of parental involvement in education has undergone significant transformations in recent years. The traditional notion of parental involvement as a passive, one-way communication has given way to a more dynamic, collaborative and technology-mediated partnership between parents, teachers and schools.
Joyce Epstein’s framework of parental involvement, which encompasses six types of involvement, has been widely adopted as a guiding principle for fostering effective parent-school partnerships.
  	However, the application of Joyce Epstein’s framework in diverse cultural and socioeconomic contexts remains understudied. Moreover, the rapid pace of  technological change has created new opportunities and challenges for parental involvement, necessitating a re-examination of traditional models and framework.
Despite these developments, significant disparities persists in parental involvement across different countries, cultures and socioeconomic contexts. Developed countries tend to focus on individualized parental involvement, while developing countries often emphasize on community-based approaches.
Statement of the Problem
All measures of parental involvement used in studies in developing countries are based on scales that have been established in the context of developed countries than in developing countries. This differences including types and levels of parental involvement must be taken into consideration when measuring parental involvement in developing countries. 
      	Despite the crucial role of parental involvement in enhancing children’s academic performance, many parents in Nigeria do not actively participate in their children’s educational journey, leading to a significant gap in academic achievement. The lack of parental involvement has been linked to poor academic performance, low motivation and decreased interest in learning among pupils and students. Furthermore, the changing family dynamics, busy schedules and lack of awareness about the importance of parental involvement have contributed to this issue. 
Aim of the Study
The aim of this study is to investigate the impact of parental involvement on the academic performance of children, exploring the relationship between parental involvement and children’s academic achievement, and examining the factors that influence parental involvement in education, in order to engage strategies for improving academic outcomes and supporting parental engagement in education. 
Objectives of the Study
The specified objectives for the study include the following:
· Finding what parental involvement is and how effective it is on a child's academic performance.
· Finding to what extent parent- teacher relationship can go in building up a child’s academic performance. 
· Finding out the difference between a child whose parents are actively involved in and a child whose parents are not.
· Finding out if home environment affects a child’s academic performance beyond parental involvement.
- Exploring the perspective of parents, teachers and pupils on parental involvement and its impact on academic performance.
- Determining the strategies that can be employed to enhance parental involvement and improve academic outcomes.  
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General Question
· How does a parent’s level of education influence the child or children’s academic performance? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Questions
i. Does parents’ income affects the child’s academic performance? 
ii. Does communication between parents and teachers have any influence on a child’s academic performance?
iii. Does any significant relationship exists between the home environment of a child and his/her academic performance? 
iv. Does the parents’ academic strength have an influence on a child’s academic performance?
Research Hypotheses
H01: There is no significant relationship between a parent’s income and a child’s academic performance.
H02: There is no significant relationship between parents and teachers communication and a child’s academic performance.
H03: There is no significant relationship between the home environment of a child and his/her academic performance. 
H04: There is no significant relationship between a parent’s academic status and a child’s academic performance.
Scope of the Study
This study focuses on the influence of parental involvement on a child’s academic performance in some selected schools in Ilorin west L.G.A, Kwara state. This study will cover the population of  primary school pupils and few teachers in Ilorin west L.G.A, Kwara state.
        The following schools are selected from Ilorin West, Kwara State to assist the study:
i. Model School Kwara State College of Education Ilorin
ii. Blessed Montessori School
iii. Taoheed Nursery and Primary School
iv. Barakat Community Secondary School, Ilorin.
v. Pakata Community School, Ilorin.

Significance of the Study
        The outcome of this study will be of immense benefits to teachers, parents, education administrators, children and future researchers. 
This study will contribute to school administrators in finding and deciding what programs and policies will be changed and implemented in terms of parental involvement. 
This study will likewise be an eye opener for teachers to observe the dynamic of their classroom, while investigating how to develop parental involvement in their child’s education or may  include parents’ involvement in the class. 
The knowledge and information obtained from this study will enlighten parents that their role in their children’s education will improve components in school such as daily attendance, cognitive and social skills, or achievement. They will know that their involvement will also improve their behaviour, attitudes, confidence and motivation.
This study will enrich the understanding of pupils that the involvement of their parents will enrich their achievement and abilities in school. 
The findings and results of this study will give future researchers, input and foundation for further and more depth in their investigation in future issues and concerns  about parental involvement. 
Operational Definition of Terms 
Investigation: The act of conducting research on something or someone. It’s a formal way of research.
Parental Involvement: Parental involvement refers to the amount of participation a parent has when it comes to schooling and a child’s life. 
Academics: Anything that relates to education.
Performance: The result of a child on his/her academic goals. It can also mean the outcome of an effort.



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter deals with the review of related literature on this study. The following sub headings will be discussed in this chapter:
-The concept of parental involvement
-Components of parental involvement
-Factors affecting parental involvement
-Strategies for improving parental involvement
-Importance of parental involvement
-Appraisal of the literature review

The Concept of Parental Involvement
According to Manz.G.(2014), parental involvement is considered a positive aspect that is directly related to life’s achievement both inside and outside the children’s classroom. In addition, according to this theory, parents’ effort being into the academic process of children, causes mental and physical positive attitudes and behaviours.
       Secondly, according to Manz.G’s opinion (2014), taking into account simple initiatives like including parents in academic meetings and proposing activities that requires the company of parents from homework at home, it is already part of a significant solution for the result of good attitudes and academic achievement of children. 
          With this theory, we can say that Manz’s opinion about what parental involvement is, is an important part of the progressive learning of children, and according to that, parental involvement is one of the central branches of a child’s academic performance at school because of some reason. And the first one is because with a high level of parental involvement, children feel supported and they acquire an intrinsic ability to attribute attitudes such as; optimism, autonomy, commitment, attention and creative skills. Besides, students acquire those characteristics from home as the first social and personal reference, and from the school of course, as the main agent for children reformation. 
      The second one is because, the involvement of parents in the children’s education motivates them to follow a learning rhythm for obtaining good academic results.
                Now, according to Belinda Robles (2011), “the most important dynamic in student achievement is parental involvement.” It means that according to Belinda Roble’s educational point of view, parental involvement is an emotional, physical and psychological helps, that must be present in the academic process of children and at the same time cushions the failure in academic performance. 
          Moreover, according to Belinda Roble’s theory, it can be inferred that parental involvement for him is the bridge between academic failure and meaningful learning. Therefore, with this second theory, it can be said that parental involvement can be taken as the structure that allows a child to overcome difficulties or learning deficits and allows them to reach a destination.
           It should be noted that Lev Vygotsky, as one of the greatest psychological exponents, has contributed as well to the importance of of the involvement of parents in the academic field of children. This he does through his educational theory and his contributions that explain how the learning process operates in the mind of children. 
           According to Lev Vygotsky (1978), there is a theory called the zone of proximal development (ZPD), that can be defined as the space in which students perform a certain action under the guidance or influence of someone else, and the ability to do so autonomously. For Lev Vygotsky, the acquisition of learning occurs in this area where children go from a guided task to an autonomous task. He says that, when this transition occurs, learning occurs in the same way. In relation to the theory of the Zone of Proximal Development(ZPD), Lev Vygotsky(1978) comments that children acquire learning through social interaction that includes their family, school and daily context. It indicates that there must be an involvement of parents in the academic development.  Apart from this, according to Lev Vygostsky (1978), the instructions given in the educational and family context, make the child internalize and understand new information, make it habitual and increase his learning and his abilities to acquire it. This is achieved through the connection between his ZPD theory and the ties between the social contexts surrounding the child, where parental influence is seen as one of the main.  
             Therefore, for Lev Vygotsky, the influence of parents is a main agent of interaction that allows the acquisition of learning and academic achievement. All those theories about parental involvement perspectives, contributes to our current one, because they give support to what parents think about their role in order to make them aware of their level of participation and allows readers to have a deeper understanding about parental involvement that many times is related just with helping children with tasks at home. 
Components of Parental Involvement
Joyce Epstein (2011, 2010) indicates that there are many reasons for establishing partnerships between the school, family and community at large. Accordingly, the main reasons are enhancing learners’ academic outcomes, enhancing schools programsand  school climate, developing leadership and parental skills and helping parents and entire families to connect with otare thus hers in the community and school. Hence, the components of parental involvement, as derived from varied studies by Joyce Epstein(2003, 2010, 2011 & 2017), presented:
Parenting
This type of involvement influences a child’s learning and development at home. This includes all that parents engage in to raise healthy, happy children who become capable at school (Tsuneyuki Sakaue, et al; Jane Oranga &Guangying Mo, 2019). Accordingly, parents should strive to offer positive and secure home environments. 
Furthermore, according to Joyce Epstein(2010), parenting involves nurturing and instilling positive attributes and values in the children. Schools may offer support and assistance to parents to ensure that they create positive home environments that enable children to thrive and grow. This would eventually result in enhanced school outcomes for the children.
Home-School Communication
When parents, schools and communities communicate effectively, parents get to understand what is expected of the pupils and how to help and support their social and academic development at home (Roland Herman, et al, 2012). Also, a two way communication between the school and the home is vital to a child’s academic success(Orit Haisraeli & Sylvie Fogiel-Bijaoui, 2023). Teachers and school staff are required to communicate regularly with parents via email, class letters, telephone and newsletters. 
Communicating involves school-home/ home-school communication about school programs and children needs and achievements. Parents also require the opportunity to communicate their concerns and worries with the educators. Joyce Epstein (2012), recommends that families with language barriers should have translation assistance provided foe them as effective communication ensures that everyone understands school policies and decisions adequately, ultimately leading to maximum cooperation between teachers and parents which subsequently leads to good educational outcomes.
Volunteering
This is the third component of Joyce Epstein’s parental participation framework.  Accordingly, parental volunteering could help child to become aware of their many deep-seated talents, skills and occupations. Parents volunteers could help teach children different cultures and traditions through organized school exhibitions, oral history storytelling events and cultural fairs. Moreover, teachers might also solicit parental voluntary help with special project in the classroom, class field trips or other relevant roles.
Volunteering should encompass: supporting  schools during different functions, belonging to parents help/support groups, contributing to the environment and organizing fundraisers in support of school programs.
According to Joyce Epstein (2011), parents can be a strong goldmine of skills and talents, which could be of tremendous  help in the process of teaching young learners.  Bringing parents into the school environment could consequently help students learn how to communicate and interact with adults and may give students a more one-on-one interaction and attention and help build their confidence while also stimulating the children’s cognitive abilities. This accordingly, would lead to enhanced learning outcomes.
Home Learning
According to Joyce Epstein’s framework, when parents are provided with knowledge ideas and skills to help children learn at home, they are helping teachers in the teaching process. Joyce Epstein(2010), suggests that schools could set up a regular schedule of homework requiring children and parents to discuss what they are learning in class. Subsequently, parents could be provided with specific examples and activities that they could engage in with the learners at home to aid their learning and development processes.  Accordingly, such materials would need to be presented in an easy and understandable format  and in their parents’ native language.  Educators could also make home visits to show parents how to engage with children in learning activities. According to Joyce Epstein (2011), hosting a parents’ seminar or workshop at the school may also prove useful for educating parents about how they can be of help with school matters. 
According to Joyce Epstein(2010, 2017), educators can help parents learn how to supervise homework, communicate their expectations from homework and support kids as they work on school work at home. Studies have always linked improved school scores to a more positive attitude towards homework and effective home-learning environment. Parents thus are expected to provide a suitable and effective learning environments for their children at home, in a bid to improve their children’s learning outcomes. 
Decision making 
Under this component, parents should participate in making important decisions in the school through membership in school decision making organs like parent teachers association (PTAs) or school board of governors or management(BOG/Ms). accordingly, by including parents in school decision making organs, parent-friendly programs could be developed. Consequently, children benefit from a reduction in behavioral issues and increase in school attendance. This ultimately leads to a more suitable and effective learning environment at school, moreover, according to Joyce Epstein, newsletters could be used to keep parents updated and informed about changes and upcoming school events. 
Furthermore, Joyce Epstein(2011) suggests that questionnaires may be employed to rate parental satisfaction with school programs and activities as questionnaires allow anonymity that is needed by parents in order to voice their opinions or suggestions for improvement in the school. Apparently, parental involvement in school decision making act.
Factors affecting Parental Involvement
According to literature related to parental involvement in education, factors influencing parental involvement can be divided into three groups:
. Parent related factors
. School related factors
. Student related factors

Parent Related Factors
Parental involvement can be affected by several socio-political factors, such as socioeconomic condition and parents’ negative school experience (LaRocque et al, 2011). studies have shown that one of the factors contributing to the level of parental involvement is parents’ educational background (Pena, 2000;Lee & Bowen, 2006; Jordan et al, 2001; Potvin et al, 1999; Crozier, 1999; Baeek, 2010). for example, Lee and Bowen (2006) found that parents with 2-year or higher college degree have considerably  more attendance in the activities or meetings organized in school, talk more often about educational issues with their children and expect their children to be more successful in their education.
Conversely, parents whose educational levels are low may be less involved, because they do not feel self-confident enough to contact school staff(Lee&Bowen, 2006) However, Pena (2000) identified that parents with low levels of education more frequently volunteer in different types of activities  at school than those with high levels of education. The researcher stated that the problem for parents with low levels of education, as reported by the parents themselves, is that they cannot help their children with homework or other school related issues, because their knowledge is limited. Interestingly, when it comes to parents with a university degrees, they show lack of time as a main reason for not getting involved. (Baeek,2010). 
According to Hoover-Dempesyet al, (1992), parents’ beliefs about whether effects of involvement will contribute to their children’s  academic achievement  also influences their level of involvement. Furthermore, parents’ income levels also affect their level of involvement (Delagado-Gaitan, 1991). The researcher found that high-income parents take part more often than low-income parents. Furthermore, parents with high socioeconomic status try more effectively to get involved than parents with low socioeconomic status (Domina, 2005). in contrast, Shaver and walls (1998) identified that parents’ income level is not a contributing factor to their level of involvement.
In addition, family structure also has an effect in parental involvement (Astone&Mclanhan, 1991; Potvin et al, 1999; Jordan et al, 2001). For instance, Astone&Mclanhan (1991) found that children with single parent or step parents are provided with less support and control  in comparison to children who live in two-parent families. The interesting fact identified in this research is that  single parents’ children have a greater desire to talk to their parents. According to Potvin et al (1999), the indirect influence of family structure on students’ school success through parental assistance is impressive. Marital disruption in the family can lead to low levels of involvement by reducing the amount of time parents spend with children. This change is particularly typical for fathers, because the number of children who live with their mothers after divorce is significantly higher (Astone&Mclanhan, 1991).
Furthermore, parenting style is another factor influencing the level of involvement (copper et al, 2000). interestingly, Mapp (2002) identified that parents’ own experience of parental involvement  when they were school pupils also affect how they get involved. 
School Related Factors
Another issue that has an influence on parental involvement is language (Aronson, 1996; LaRocque et al, 2011). The language used at schools can be very academic and most school staff do not know how to contact parents with a different language background (Aronson, 1996). Even when parents and teachers do not have any problem in understanding each other, teachers’ attitudes influence the level of involvement (Pena, 2000; Hornby & Lafaele, 2011). according to Mapp (2002), if parents trust the attitudes of school staffs, they are likely to get more involved because “every parent wants to trust the school and to be trusted” (Deal & Peterson, 2009). Moreover, Pena (2000) identified that parents anticipate the most important stimulation from teachers, but sometimes they do not feel this stimulation. Corner and Haynes (1991) stated that teacher requests made within an adequate and attractive school environment have a noticeable effect on parents deciding to get involved. On the other hand, sometimes parents’ roles on getting in getting involved are unclear, and they may need clear explanations from teachers about what they are expected to do ( LaRocque et al, 2011). Fields-smith (2005) found that parents respond more frequently to teachers’ demands that are well defined. 
Moreover, many parents confront the reality of a confused academic curriculum that brings its own difficulties: “…. parents do experience a significant degree of confusion about what their children are doing in school” (Crozier, 1999).
Student Related Factors
Likewise, parents are likely to get involved if they comprehend that not only teachers, but also students expect them to get involved (Hoover-Dempesy et al, 2001). Interestingly, students’ calls for involvement can be prominent or allusive depending on several factors, including  their desire for freedom and academic achievement (Hoover-Dempsey et al, 2001). Crozier (1999) identified that although parents frequently quote their children’s claim for freedom as a reason not to get involved but most students value their parents support and find it beneficial. 
Interestingly Hornby and Lafaele (2011) showed students’ age as an issue affecting the level of parental involvement. They explain this in addressing the downward trend in parental involvement in upper grades. Even students’ gender may be considered as a factor  contributing to parental involvement (Deslandes & Marie-Helene Potvin, 1999; Carter & Wojtkiewiez, 2000). Deslandes & Marie-Helene Potvin (1999) found that male students’  mothers contact teachers more frequently than female ones. Interestingly, according to Cooper eta al (200), male students’ parents’ involvement levels are higher than females in elementary schools, but in high school, female students’ parents’ involvement are higher than males. Furthermore according to Eccles and Harold (1996), parents of students with high achievements are more willing to take part in the activities organized by school than those of students with low achievement.
Strategies for Improving Parental Involvement
Parental involvement is a critical factor in a child’s success and schools can employ various strategies to improve it. Research has shown that parental involvement can lead to improved pupils outcomes including increased academic achievement, better attendance and enhanced social skills(Andrew Henderson &Mapp,2002;Joyce Epstein 2011).
       One effective strategy for improving parental involvement is through Parent-Teacher Associations (PTAs). PTA provides a platform for parents to engage with teachers and school administrators, fostering collaboration and communication (Andrew Henderson&Mapp,2002). research has shown that PTA can lead to increased parental involvement, improved teacher morale and enhanced pupil outcomes (Joyce Epstein 2011).
             Another strategy is through volunteer programs. Encouraging parents to volunteer in schools can help build relationships and increase involvement (Joyce Epstein, 2011). Research has also shown that volunteer programs can led to increased parental engagement, improved pupil behaviour, and enhanced academic performance (Kraft & Dougherty, 2013). 
         	Parent education and training is also an effective strategy. Providing parents with training and resources can empower them to support their children’s learning (Kraft & Dougherty, 2013). Research has shown that parent education programs can lead to increased parental involvement, improved behaviour by children and enhanced academic performance. (Henderson & Mapp, 2002). 
        	Home-school communication is also crucial. Regular communication between parents and teachers can help keep parents informed and engaged (Andrew Henderson & Mapp, 2002). Effective communication can enhance parent-teacher relationships (Joyce Epstein, 2011). 
Involving parents in decision making processes is also essential. Encouraging parents to participate in schools decision making processes can increase their sense of ownership and involvement (Joyce Epstein, 2011).
Cultural responsiveness is also necessary. Schools can promote parental involvement by being culturally responsive and inclusive (Lopez G.R, 2009). Research has shown that culturally responsive schools can lead to increased parental involvement, improved outcomes from pupil and enhanced parent-teacher relationships.    
Another strategy that can be applied is the parent recognition programs. Parent recognition programs are initiatives that acknowledge and reward parents for their involvement and contributions to their child’s education. Research has shown that such programs can have a positive impact on parental involvement an children’s outcome (Valantine &Cooper, 2003). Effective parents recognition often involve: Regular acknowledgement and feedback to parents (Andrew Henderson & Mapp, 2002), inclusive and culturally responsive practices (Lopez, 2009) and collaboration with teachers and school administrators (Kraft & Dougherty, 2013). 
Finally, technology-based strategies can also facilitate parental involvement. Utilizing technology, such as parent-teacher communication apps can facilitate parental involvement (Kraft & Dougherty, 2013). 
Importance of Parental Involvement
A growing body of research suggests that when parents collaborate with the school effectively, students learning outcomes improve (Meadan et al. 2024, Fan & Chen, 2001). Dixon (2008), describes parental involvement in education as a combination of commitment and active participation on the part of the parent to the school and to the student. Accordingly, parental involvement, in almost any form, produces positive measurable gains in students’ achievement. 
Furthermore, numerous studies indicate that the more parents participate in their children’s education in a sustained manner, at every level including in advocacy, decision making, school fundraising, volunteering, acting as para-professionals and as home teachers, the more the teachers, the more the students’ achievement improves (Sakaue, Wokadala & Ogawa, 2023). Similarly, Reinke (2013) contends that parental involvement helps meet parental involvement  helps meet parental information needs concerning their children’s education, meet parents’ emotional needs, use parents as change agents and become sources of information regarding the student at school. Accordingly, parents who avail books and other learning resources, make time to read for their children, guide television watching, take trips with their children, provide stimulating experiences and monitor behaviour contribute to their children’s academic behaviour. 
Consequently, parents should complement teachers’ effort by exposing the children to practical learning environments like visiting  museums, game parks or agricultural production firms as this would enrich learning and provide vivid education experiences for children (Griffin & Steen 2010). Hence, in order to provide suitable education, the involvement of parents both at school and at home is imperative. 

Similarly, Fan and Chen (2001) contend that parental involvement has a positive influence on students’ academic performance and is also an important ingredient for the remedy of many problems in education. Moreover, according to the authors, one fundamental way in which parents can transmit the cultural value of education is by becoming involved in their children’s schooling.
Fan & Chen (2001) further indicate that parental involvement in education rotates around three main constructs, these are : supervision, communication and parental expectation. 
Several studies also suggests that parental support, involvement, encouragement and positive reinforcement are all well linked to children’s learning competence, healthy social relations, a strong feeling of self-worth and fewer behavioral problems (Griffin & Steen, 2010; Oranga, Obuba & Bionett, 2022). The studies also contend that parental involvement helps cultivate good relations between teachers and parents and also helps build a more suitable school environment for children to thrive in. 
Additionally, parental involvement and collaboration ensures that parents help with continuity and practice at home of skills learnt at school (Oranga, Obuba, Sore & Bionett, 2022). Consequently the authors indicate that when parents are adequately involved in their children’s education, they act as a source of information regarding students’ progress and challenges that students encounter at home necessitating  the need for parents to adequately participate in their children’s education. 
However, despite the numerous benefits that accrue from parental involvement and participation in education, a study by Fan & Chen (2001) reveals that parents have lost the original teaching function, thereby impacting negatively on their children’s schooling and learning. Accordingly, parents have become distant observers in their children’s learning process, necessitating the need to explore the components of parental involvement in education with the ultimate goal of enhancing parental involvement in education. 
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Parental involvement is a vital component of a child’s educational journey, encompassing active participation in their academic, social and emotional development. While parental involvement has numerous benefits, including improved academic performance, enhanced social skills and increased pupils motivation, it is not without limitations. Some of the constraints of parental involvement include; time constraints, financial limitations, knowledge and information barrier, cultural and linguistic barriers, personal barrier and emotional barrier. 
To overcome these limitations, schools and educators can implement strategies that promote inclusive and supportive environments, such as; flexible scheduling for parent-teacher conferences and school events, accessible resources and technology for parents, parents education programs and workshops and lastly, a collaborative relationships between parents, teachers and school administrators. 
By acknowledging and addressing these limitations, we can foster more effective parental involvement, ultimately enhancing pupils outcomes and promoting a more supportive learning environment. 












CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter outlines the research methodology employed in this study. It will be presented under the following subheadings:
- Research Design
- Population
- Sample and Sampling Technique
- Research Instrument 
- Validity of the Instrument
- Reliability of the instrument 
- Administration of the instrument 
- Data analysis Technique

Research Design
      	This research study used a descriptive survey research design. In using this design, data collection was carried out in the structure process. Ranjit Kumar, (2005) argued that the goal of descriptive research is to describe the characteristics of a selected phenomenon and involves the collection of data without manipulation variables. The sole purpose of descriptive research is to provide an accurate and valid representation of the factors or variable that are relevant to the research question. Descriptive survey research is helpful in indicating trends in attitudes and behaviors and enables generalization of the findings of the research study to be done.
Population 
The population of this study consists of some selected schools in Ilorin West Local government area, kwara state. Five primary schools are randomly selected as the sample of the entire population.
Sample and Sampling Technique 
     The research would use simple random sampling technique to select five primary schools from this study out of 35 schools in existence in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Also, stratified random sampling technique was adopted to select twenty respondents in each school giving a total number of one hundred (100) respondents for the study. This was to enable the researcher have a sizable number of respondents to work upon. 
      The selected schools are:
i. Model School Kwara State College Of Education Ilorin.
ii. Blessed Montossori School  
iii. Taoheed Nursery And Primary School
iv. Barakat Community Secondary School, Ilorin
v.   Pakata Community School, Ilorin

Research Instrument
        Structured questionnaire would be developed by the researcher to solicit information from the respondents. After reviewing the literature extensively, the researcher developed a questionnaire with 20 items for the study. This instrument helped the researcher to observe the respondents in their natural environment. It would be a face to face communication where feedback would be given immediately. The researcher also used naturalistic observation as she interacted with respondents who are primary school pupils and noted in her checklist observation. 
Validity of Instrument
When the instrument measures what it is supposed to measure, it is said to be valid. To achieve this, the instrument was given to the project supervisor and two other experts for scrutiny and expertise judgment for its appropriateness before administration. The corrections and rectifications made were correspondingly incorporated into the final draft of the instrument. 
Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability is the extent to which questionnaire, test, observation or any measurement procedures produce the same results on repeated trials. Reliability of an instrument reflects its stability and consistency within a given context. To achieve the reliability of  the instrument used for data collection in this study, a test retest reliability method was used. The questionnaire was administered twice to the same selected respondents outside the study area. Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (PPMC) was used to correlate the two set of scores and a coefficient of 0.67 at 0.05 level of significance was obtained indicating that the instrument is reliable. 
Administration of the Instrument
The researcher visited the selected primary schools to collect data and introduce herself to the head teachers. The questionnaires would be personally administered to the respondents by the researcher and recorded responses. The teachers concerned would be assured of confidentiality. The researcher picked them from respondents personally to ensure that there is confidentiality in the information given. 

Data Analysis Technique
The researcher analyzed the data using the simple percentage method. The data analysis for bio-data were presented using frequencies and percentages while inferential statistics such as t-test was used to analyze the research questions. 









CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
Introduction
This chapter presents the result and analysis of the finding of this study. The data was collected through the use of questionnaire and the information received from the respondents was analyzed and the results presented in tables. A total of one hundred (100) questionnaires were distributed in five selected primary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, with operational hypothesis dealing with the investigation of parent involvement on a child's academic performance. The method adopted to analyze this data is the simple percentage frequency. All the questionnaires were summarized and tabulated below, with the interpretation of each result is indicated.
Research question one: Does parents' income affect a child's academic performance?

Table 1:
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do you think having more money at home would help you perform better in school?
	70%
	30%
	100%

	2.
	Do you have everything you need for school?
	45%
	55%
	100%

	3.
	Are there things you cannot do in school because of money?
	67%
	33%
	100%

	4.
	Does your parents financial worries affect you?
	69%
	31%
	100%

	5.
	Does your parents financial struggles affect your ability to focus in school?
	75%
	25%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
The first item on the above table shows that 70% of the pupils feel that they will do better in school with more money while 30% of the pupils went for a no. Item two shows that 55% of the pupils have everything they need for school, while 45% of the pupils don't have everything they need for school.
Item three shows that 67% of the pupils are limited to do some things in school due to financial constraints while 33% of the pupils are not. Item four shows that 69% of these pupils are affected by their parents' financial worries, while 31% are not affected. The last item on the above table shows that 75% of the pupils find it difficult to focus on school work due to their parents' financial struggles, while 25% of the pupils are not affected. The result shows that there is a significant relationship between parents income and a child's academic performance. Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. The rejection of the null hypothesis (H0) supports the alternative hypothesis (H1) indicating that there is a significant relationship between a parent's income and a child's academic performance.
Research Question two: Does communication between parents and teachers influence a child's academic performance?
Table 2:
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do your parents talk to your teacher about your school work?
	63%
	37%
	100%

	2.
	Are your parents informed about your progress in school
	74%
	26%
	100%

	3.
	Do your teachers tell your parents when you're having trouble in class
	53%
	47%
	100%

	4.
	Do you think your parents and teachers work together to help you learn?
	34%
	66%
	100%

	5.
	Do your parents attend Parents Teachers Association (P.T.A) meetings?
	82%
	18%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
The first item in the above table shows that 63% of the pupils' parents talk to their teachers about their school work, while 33% affirms they their parents don't. The second item reveals that 74% of the pupils' parents are informed about their progress in school, while 26% of the pupils have parents who are not informed. The third item shows that 53% of the pupils affirm that their teachers tell their parents when their having trouble in class while 47% of the pupils don't have their parents informed by their teachers whenever they're having trouble in class.
The fourth item shows that 34% of the pupils' parents and teachers work together to help them learn while 66% affirms that their parents and teachers don't work together to help them learn. Lastly, the fifth item reveals that 82%  of the pupils' parents attend P.T.A meetings while 18% of the parents don't. The result of this analysis shows that the null hypothesis is rejected while the alternative hypothesis which States that; there is a significant relationship between parent-teacher communication and a child's academic performance is accepted
Research Question Three: Does any significant relationship exists between the home environment of a child and his/her academic performance?
Table 3:
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do you have a quiet place to study at home?
	27%
	73%
	100%

	2.
	Do your parents encourage you to read and learn at home?
	71%
	29%
	100%

	3.
	Do you have access to resources like books at home?
	64%
	36%
	100%


In the table above, the first item shows that 27% of the pupils have a quiet place to study at home, while 73% of them don't have a quiet place to study at home. The second item shows that 71% of the pupils have parents who encourage them to read and learn at home, while 29% of the pupils don't. The last item on the table shows that 64% of the pupils have access to resources like books at home while 36% of the pupils don't have access to those resources. The survey  findings show a correlation between home environment factors and academic performance. Therefore, the null hypothesis is  rejected. The rejection of the null hypothesis (H0) supports the alternative hypothesis (H1), indicating a significance relationship between the home environment of a child and his or her academic performance.
Research Question Four: Does parents academic status have any influence on a child's academic performance?
Table 4:
	S/N
	STATEMENT
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Do your parents help you with homework?
	79%
	21%
	100%

	2.
	Do your parents understand what you're learning in school?
	43%
	57%
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
The first item on the table above shows that 79% of the pupils have parents who help them with homework while 21% of the pupils' parents don't help them with homework. The second item reveals that 43% of the pupils' parents understand what they're learning in school while 57% have parents who don't understand what they're learning in school. The null hypothesis is thereby rejected. The result of this finding is in support of the alternative hypothesis (H1) indicating that there is a significant relationship between a parent's academic status and a child's academic performance.
Discussion of the Findings
	The study's findings underscore the critical role of parental involvement in children's academic performance. The significant positive correlation between parental involvement and academic achievement suggests that parents' active participation in education has a profound impact on their children's academic success.
The results indicate that parents who support their children's school work, encourage reading at home, and stay informed about their progress have children who perform better academically. This aligns with existing literature highlighting the importance of parental involvement in education (Henderson & Mapp, 2002; Joyce Epstein, 2011).
Notably, parental support in school work, encouragement of reading at home, and staying informed about progress emerged as vital factors influencing academic performance. This echoes Henderson and Mapp's (2002) emphasis on parent-teacher communication and Epstein's (2011) advocacy for school-family-community partnerships.
Homework assistance, in particular, was found to positively impact academic achievement, consistent with Cooper and Robinson's (2003) meta-analysis.
The study reveals that 79% of pupils receive parental support in school work, 71% have parents who encourage reading at home, and 74% have parents informed about their progress. These statistics emphasize the prevalence and potential benefits of parental involvement.
The implications of this study are twofold. Firstly, educators and policymakers should prioritize initiatives promoting parental engagement, such as workshops, parent-teacher associations, and volunteer programs. Secondly, parents should recognize their influential role in their children's academic lives and strive to maintain open communication with teachers.
While this study contributes to the existing literature, limitations should be acknowledged. The reliance on self-reported data and relatively small sample size may impact generalizability. Future research should explore objective measures of parental involvement and examine diverse population samples.
In conclusion, this study demonstrates the vital importance of parental involvement in children's academic performance. By recognizing and addressing the factors influencing parental engagement, educators, policymakers, and parents can work collaboratively to enhance academic outcomes.















CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Introduction
This study investigated the relationship between parental involvement and children's academic performance. The findings provided valuable insights into the critical role of parental involvement in enhancing academic outcomes. In this chapter, the summary of the findings will be given, conclusion to the findings will be drawn, implication of the study will be examined and recommendations for further study will be given. Therefore, this chapter will be divided into four sections which are; summary, conclusion, implications and recommendations.
Summary
This study was designed to find out the influence of parental involvement on a child's academic performance using five selected primary schools in Ilorin West L.G.A as a case study. This study revealed key findings on how there is a significant correlation between parental involvement and a child's academic performance. Specifically, parental support in school work predicted higher academic achievement, regular parent-teacher communication was associated with improved academic performance,  Encouragement of reading habits positively influenced academic outcomes and most importantly the study revealed that financial constraints significantly impacts pupils' academic performance.
Implications of the Study
The study's findings have significant implications for:
- Educators: Prioritize parental involvement initiatives, engage parents through workshops and volunteer programs.
- Policymakers: Develop policies supporting parental involvement, provide funding for parental education programs.
- Parents: Maintain open communication with teachers, participate in school activities.
Conclusion
This study demonstrates the vital importance of parental involvement in children's academic performance. By recognizing and addressing the factors influencing parental engagement, educators, policymakers, and parents can work collaboratively to enhance academic outcomes. The study's limitations, including sample size and geographic location, highlight the need for future research to explore these relationships further.
Recommendations
Based on the study's findings, the following recommendations are made:
- Schools should develop and implement parental involvement policies.
- Educators should receive training on engaging parents effectively.
- Parents should be encouraged to participate in school activities, attend parent-teacher meetings.
- Policymakers should allocate resources for parental education programs.
Suggestion for Further Studies
While this study; investigation of influence of parental involvement in a child's academic performance' provides valuable insight, there are limitations that were spotted in the course of reflection. So, in respect to that, there is need to suggest some way forward for subsequent researches.
Therefore, future researchers should explore longitudinal effect of parental involvement, that is, they should cover a broader scope and they should also investigate cultural and socio-economical differences.
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN. 
I am an undergraduate student of the above named institution, undertaking my NCE programme. I am carrying out a research on investigation into parental involvement on a child’s academic performance in Ilorin West LGA, Kwara State. I would greatly appreciate your assistance in answering the following questions. 
           Your contribution will be treated with utmost confidentiality and will be used solely for the purpose of this study. Thank you for your cooperation.
                                                                        Yours faithfully,
                                                                         Olomola Favour. 
Instructions: kindly read each question items carefully and select the most appropriate response that represent your opinion or experience. There are no right or wrong answers and your response will remain anonymous and confidential. 

SECTION A: BIO-DATA
Sex: Male( ), Female( )
Age: 8-10( ),   11-13( )
Educational level: Basic3( )  Basic 4( )  Basic 5( )
SECTION B
Instructions: please respond to the questionnaire as honest as possible by ticking the suitable answer as applicable to you. 
	S/N
	
	YES
	NO

	1.
	Do you think having more money at home would help you perform better in school?
	
	

	2.
	Do you have everything you need for school?
	
	

	3. 
	Are there things you cannot do In school because of money?
	
	

	4.
	Do your parents financial worries affect you?
	
	

	5. 
	Do your parents’ financial struggles affect your ability to focus on schoolwork?
	
	

	6.
	Do your parents talk to your teacher about your schoolwork?
	
	

	7.
	Are your parents informed about your progress in school?
	
	

	8.
	Do your teacher tell your parents when you’re having trouble in class?
	
	

	9.
	Do you think your parents and teachers work together to help you learn?
	
	

	10.
	Do your parents attend parents and teachers’ association (PTA)
	
	

	11.
	Do you have a quiet place to study at home?
	
	

	12.
	Do your parents encourage you to read and learn at home?
	
	

	13.
	Do you have access to resources like books at home?
	
	

	14.
	Do your parents help you with homework?
	
	

	15.
	Do your parents understand what you are learning in school?
	
	


																																																							

