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ABSTRACT
This study reviewed the availability and utilization of instructional materials in early childhood's classroom in Ilorin West Local Government Area Primary School, Kwara state.
The background of the study is the importance of instructional materials in early childhood classroom cannot be over emphasized. It submitted that teaching cannot be done effectively without the use of appropriate instructional materials. The teacher alone cannot provide all the needed condition for effective teaching and learning process, other supporting materials should be provided.
Instructional materials pose some inherit advantage that make them unique in teaching. Therefore, there is the need for a purposeful and meaningful, availability and utilization of instructional materials in early childhood classroom in order to bring necessary development in the school system.
The general purpose of this study is to investigate the availability and utilization of instructional materials among teacher teaching at early childh0od stage. This research work identified the instructional materials available and the level of their utilization in private and public primary schools in both urban and rural areas.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The importance of instructional materials in early childhood classroom cannot be overemphasized. Ajayi (2017) submitted that teaching cannot be done effectively without the use of appropriate instructional materials. The teacher alone cannot provide all the needed condition for an effective teaching and learning process, other supporting materials should be provided. 
Teaching at any level requires that the pupils be exposed to some form of stimulation. Adekunle (2018) noted that an instructional material in Early childhood means anything that can assist the teacher in promoting teaching and learning. Pupils learn better when the most of the sense are appealed to the instruction and use of instructional materials. According to Umaru (2019), instructional materials provide the much sensory experience needed by the learners for an effective and meaningful behavioural change. When the people are given chance to learn through more sense than one, they can learn faster and easier.
Instructional material pose some inherent advantages that make them unique in teaching. For one thing,  they provide the teacher with interesting and compelling platforms for conveying information since they motivate learners to want to learn more and more, It provides opportunities for private study and reference, thereby the learners' interest and curiosity are increasingly stimulated (Baldun, 2020).  Furthermore, it assisted in overcoming physical difficulties that could have hindered effective presentation of a given topic in the classroom, They generally make teaching and learning easier and less stressful. They are equally indispensable catalyst of social and intellectual development of the learner (Bolick, 2021).
According to Adeagbo (2022), the children of today are growing up in the world of jet age and mass media, as a result, the good teachers should employ such resources like picture illustrations, television or radio where available and many other audio visual aids in his daily teaching. As the  teacher demonstrates new techniques, it in very essential that schools are well equipped with the necessary equipment that will facilitate the teacher's work. Therefore, there is the need for a purposeful and meaningful availability and utilization of instructional materials in Early childhood classroom in order to bring necessary development in the school system.
Eau (2023) succinctly pointed that ordinary word of verbalization has been found inadequate for effective teaching because it has failed to deliver the needed objective instruction in school, hence, the instructional materials which may be used by the learners to facilitate the acquisition and evaluation of knowledge and skills.
Ekpo (2017) aptly declared that instructional materials often used to compensate for the inadequacies of the sense organs or to reinforce the capacity y of the dominant organs. They must be relevant for the realization of the intention of the curriculum.
Ema and Ajayi (2019) asserted that teaching equipments and materials have changed over the years, not only to facilitate teaching learning situation but also to
address the instructional needs of the individual and group Instructional materials are said to be objects or things the teacher can Use in the classroom while teaching in order to ease their teaching activities. However, instructional cannot address the entire teaching-learning problem but it can go a long way in solving them simply because they are additional apparatus that can influence the reality of teaching and learning activities (Chuba, 2022)
Joof (2005) explained that teaching aids have gone through several evolutionary stages from simple aids instructional technology, media in communication and educational technology. This however tells instructional materials are not just object or equipment used during teaching-learning process but are those objects improvised by the teachers to make the conceptual abstraction more concrete and practical to the learners.
Ikerionwu (2021) refers to instructional as object or devices which help the teacher to make learning meaningful to the leaner’s. The purpose of instructional material is to promote efficiency of education by improving the quality of teaching and learning. Incorporating tools and materials present to support and reinforce teaching, (Osakwe and Ifedjere 2020).
According to Aduwa-Ogiegaen and Imogie (2018), these materials sand resources including audio tape recorder, still picture, film strips, map chart, graphs and many more offers a variety learning experience individually or in combination to meet different teaching and learning experiences.
Fakomogbon (2022) also report that instructional materials possess the quality of influencing the psychological motivational and structural position of learners. He went further to state that it aids the achievement of any one of the motivation orderliness in the classroom, lesson presentation, recall and remembering, guidance active participation and response feedback assessment evaluation.
It is only when these instructional adequately provided and well utilized that they perform all the enormous purpose that have been said. In Early childhood school and classroom, instructional materials are tools for enriching, visualizing, simplifying, transmitting and accelerating the teaching (Oladipo, 2023).
It has been discovered that many teacher teach in abstract without using the required materials (Ibrahim 2018). Very many of them stick to the use of additional aids to compliment their teaching. Many of these materials are not usually available in the school for teachers use. The executive secretary of National Commission for Education Tahir (2017) admitted that there is a general lack of adequate instructional material particularly pupils texts in the school system. Heyneman and Loxley (2018) found that there were inadequate and poor school facilities in the developing countries. The problem now is that as important as the use of instructional material is in Early childhood classroom, many teachers do not make use of them in their teaching. It may be because those materials are not on ground for use or they just decide not to use them. Therefore, this study investigated the availability and utilization of instructional materials in Early childhood classrooms in Ilorin West Local Government Area Primary Schools, Kwara State. 
Statement of the Problem
The use of instructional materials in Early childhood classroom has the potential to help the teacher explain new concepts clearly resulting in better pupils understanding of the concept being taught. Lack of use of instructional materials constitutes part of the problem of effective dissemination of knowledge to the learners in Early childhood classrooms.
Despite these facts, it is still observed that some teachers deliberately neglect the use of instructional materials during the course of the classroom lesson. The issue on availability might be the reason why a teacher cannot utilize appropriate instructional materials needed to teach a particular lesson, thus the research investigated the availability and utilization of instructional materials in Early childhood classroom in 	Ilorin West local Area, Kwara State.
Purpose of the Study
The general purpose of this study is to investigate the availability and utilization of instructional materials among teachers teaching at Early childhood stage. This research work identified the instructional material available and the level of their utilization in private and public primary schools in both urban and rural areas. Specifically, this study will find out whether there are differences in the utilization of instructional materials among teachers in rural and urban schools.
Significance of the Study
It is obvious that the availability and use of  instructional materials cut across all the spheres of teaching and learning process. The finding of this study have some implications for all the processes of acquiring knowledge as it will give insight into the importance and procedure for selecting and use of instructional materials in the teaching learning process of any subject at all. The integrity of teaching and learning would be rekindled as meaningful learning will be achieved as prospective teachers both in the field of social science or pure science or irrespective of teachers discipline would also have a strong background as  how to manipulate and integrate instructional materials with teaching.
This study is hoped to provide useful information to proprietors and teachers on the need to adequately equip our schools with up - to- date and correct materials that aid teaching and learning process. More so, the research would also go a long way to enlighten the agents of education, the government, the lovers of education and the readers on what be done further to improve the position of instructional materials in teaching learning process.
Also, this will help in showing the effectiveness and the usefulness of instructional materials for teaching and learning process to the teacher and all other classroom teaching and learning activities. It would help pupils-teacher under training develop required skills, knowledge, interaction, concentration and rudiments about how instructional materials can help teacher to make the delivery of their instructions successfully to the pupils in the classroom. 
It would equally aid the teacher about the guidelines and procedure for the manufacturing, maintenance, selection and uses of instructional materials effectively irrespective of their discipline. It would help school administrator in casting some light on the extent of benefits of adequate instructional materials as part of school evaluation strategies in the schools under study.
More so, this particular research work would aid the educational supervisor on the basic instructional equipment to be provided for primary school teachers irrespective of their discipline for effective teaching and learning situation whenever inspection is carried out. This study would help the policy maker and instructional designer to emphasize on the use of instructional materials and encourage teachers' attitude towards its utilization in primary school particularly, in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Scope and Delimitation of the study
This study in designed to investigate the availability and  utilization of instructional materials in Early childhood  classroom in selected schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State Twenty respondents teacher were chosen from each of the school for the study.
Research Questions
The following are research questions that guide the study;
i. Are the instructional materials available in Early childhood classroom adequate?
ii. Are teachers making a regular use of instructional materials to teach pupils in the classroom?
Research Hypotheses
The following are research hypotheses being generated for the study:
H01: there is no significant difference between the availability of instructional materials in urban and rural Early childhood schools.
H02:: there is no significant difference between the utilization of instructional materials in urban and rural schools.
Operational Definition of Terms
The following terms were operationally defined and used in the study:
Instructional Materials: these are object utilized by the teacher to complement teaching and learning process.
Facilitate: this is a process of promoting or  improving teaching and learning process.
Utilization: this refers to a process of making use of instructional materials for effective teaching and learning process to be easy.
Apparatus: these are basic equipment used for the purpose of learning activities.
Audio: these are teaching aids which appeal to the sense of hearing.
Audio- Visual: these are instructional materials that can be to aid teaching and learning, that is, the sense of sight and of hearing at the same time. e.g. television
Visual:  these are instructional materials which appeal to the sense of sight only e.g. charts
Early childhood Classroom: refers to the formal teaching of young children by people outside the family or in setting outside home.
CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
This chapter has to do with the review of some literature on the availability and utilization of instructional materials in teaching early childhood pupils in Ilorin West Local Government Area Primary Schools Kwara State.
Therefore the review is arranged under the following sub-headings:
i. Concept of Instructional Materials
ii. Classification of Instructional Materials
iii. Functions of Instructional Materials in Early childhood classroom
iv. Factors to be Considered in the Selection of Instructional Materials
v. Advantages of Instructional Materials in Early childhood classroom
vi. Availability of Instructional Materials in Schools Utilization of Instructional Material childhood
vii. Utilization of Instructional Materials in Early childhood
viii. The Abuse of Instructional Materials
ix. Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
Concept of Instructional Materials
Instructional materials are print and non-print items that are designed to impart information to students in the educational process. Instructional materials include items such as kits, textbooks, magazines, newspapers, pictures, recordings, slides, transparencies, videos, videodiscs, workbooks and electronic media including but not limited to early childhood, movies, radio, software, CD-ROMS, and online services. 
Instructional material plays a very important role in the teaching-learning process. It enhances the memory level of the student. At this time education has spread wide and the entirely oral teaching cannot be the key to successful pedagogy. Therefore, the teacher has to use instructional material to make the teaching-learning process interesting (Nicholls, 2020 and Raw 2022) the use of instructional material can enhance the learning achievement.
Audio-visual aids are the teaching aids that are used in the teaching-learning process. These aids are very significant role in the teaching- learning, role process, These aids make the teaching-learning process. Not only realistic but also very pleasant. The use of audio-visual aids can revolutionize pleasant. The use of audio-visual aids can revolutionize teaching and can help decrease forgetting and increase the permanence of what is taught (Quddus, 2018).
Ahmed (2023) described that the important audio-visual are picture, chart. Model,. Maps, diagrams, filmstrips, television, tape recorders, radio and motion picture. All these audio-visual aids are used in the classroom in the advanced countries and many developing countries. However, the situation is that less than 5% of teachers are using only the ordinary audio-visual aids in the classroom these ordinary  audio-visual aids are maps, graphs, charts, diagrams, e.t.c. computer is regarded as a necessary tool for learning. 
Map is a non-projected and two dimensional aids. It is an accurate representation in a diagrammatic form of the geographical features of the earth or some part of it. There varieties of map according to Maps (2018) like geographical maps, picture maps, political maps and navigation maps etc. However an outline maps should be used if a particular view in required likewise, she individual atlases are used for the detailed study of problem. Furthermore, teacher use black board for clarification of points derived from map.
Rosice (2019) Proposed that model i6 a non projected but three-dimensional visual aid, it has not only length and width but also has depth. Teacher show models o student instead of the real object, Model is used when it is impossible to show the real object to the class owing t0 size or their inaccessibility, Model also provides the interior views of object that are normally covered or otherwise invisible, It conveys the exact shapes of the object whether it size would be smaller or larger. Furthermore, it may have almost the same appearance and color except it size.
This model is one of piece with have an immovable part is called, the static model and if the part of a model is detachable then the model is called a sectional model. A sectional model is helpful in explaining the function of each part and its relation to the whole object, or example human eye, steam engine. However, teacher explains and demonstrates is working in the classroom. A chart is a pictorial way of representing relationship between the several variable or objects and ideas or things Dass (2019) described that chart are generally used during lecture aid discuss about the relationships of the things Das (2018) then, counted some characteristics of chart. According to him words are written neatly and perfectly in block letters in chart. Likewise, each item may be written inside a box lines are drawn if necessary arrowed and are placed to indicate relationships and directions of low, Colors may be used to make the chart attractive. Furthermore, the device that protects the small transparences into larger view on the board is called overhead projector. Through overhead projector, students are able to read, look and understand the text, graph picture or anything written or drawn on the transparencies.
Teacher according to Clark (2020) rely on instructional material in every aspect of teaching they need materials for background information on the subject they are teaching. Young teachers usually have not built up their expertise whenever they enter into the field. Teachers often use instructional material for lesson planning. These material are also needed by teacher to assess the knowledge of their  students. Teacher often asses student by assigning tasks creating projects and administering exam, Instructional materials are essential for all of those activities 
Instructional materials have been defined by various authors for example says that the teachers work as communicator, model and identification figure can be supported by a wise use of variety of devices that expand experience, clarify it and given it personal significance. Agun (2021) refers to than as learning materials the proper use of which helps learner to learn faster and better.
Similarly Obanya (2022) view them as didactic materials thing which are supposed to make learning and teaching possible while according to Johnson (2023) instructional material are the collections and selection of resources (mechanical, otherwise) from available resource which are applied and integrated into a systematic process of teaching and learning to make learning effective.
Ikerionwu (2024) refers to instructional materials as object or devices which help the teacher to make a lesson effectively to the learner. Instructional materials therefore are concrete or physical object which provide sound, visual or both to the sense organs during teaching (Agina-obu 2019). According to Abdullah (2020) instructional materials are  materials or tools locally made or imported that could make tremendous enhancement of lesson impact if intelligently used. 
In most cases, many learners have the difficulty in understanding certain concept as a result of their level of cognitive operation; it is against this background that makes Piglet (2023) postulated pupils to be classified along sensory- motor pre-operational, concrete and abstract cognitive levels.
Classification of Instructional Materials
Instructional materials are in various classes; they are audio or aural, visual or audio visual. Thus audio visual. Thus audio  instructional materials refer to those devices that make use of the sense of hearing only, like the television radio, audio tape recording etc visual instructional materials are those devices that appeal to the sense of sight only such as the chalkboard, chart slide, film strip, etc, an audio-visual instructional materials therefore is a combination of devices which appeal to the sense of the both hearing and seeing such as television motion picture and the computer.
McMillan and Forsyth (2022) believed that among the instructional material the classroom teacher uses the visual combination of the audio and the audio-visual. In the classification of the visuals., two distinct group emerge and they are iconic the digital, The iconic visual look like the objects they stand for as in drawing, painting, sculpturing, etc for example when we draw a computer, the image gives the impression of what a computer look like. On the other hand, a visual is digital when the representation does not resemble what the object stands for. Thus when we write the word Computer instead of drawing it we are making use of digital visual. The inexperience is at a loss when digital rather than iconic visual is used.
Apart from classifying instructional materials based on sensory modes, there are four other ways of classification and they are printed and non-printed Hardware/Equipment and Software/ materials first, second and third generation and high technology/high cost and low technology/low cost instructional materials. As stated earlier the sensory mode comprises of three subgroup of (a) audio, (b) visual and (c) audio-visual.
Category l: Sensory mode audio visual audio-visual projected non-projected Radio, record disc, audio tape, recordings (reel to reel cassette). Projector slides Transparencies, etc. Book journal magazine, maps, graphs, newspapers, charts, diagrams, photograph, posters, drawing, painting and chalkboard etc. television computer, motion pictures, video language laboratory, etc.
Category 2: Printed and material non-printed instructional materials printed materials non-printed materials book, drawings journals, magazines, charts, newspapers drawings photographs, graphs cartoons, etc television, chalkboard, model specimen, motion picture etc.
Category 3: Hardware /Equipment and Software/ Materials: Hardware/ Equipment, software/ materials computer, Television radio, record player, slide projector, overhead projector, Chalkboard, video play track. machine, etc. slide, filmstrips transparency, map graphs, posters, cassette (audio and video chalk etc.)
Category 4: first, second and third generation of instructional materials. First, second, third chalkboard, book journal, magazine, chart, maps, drawing painting posters, photographs, etc. Television, filmstrips system video system radio, projector, etc computer, satellite, etc.
Category: 5 High technology /high cost and low technology /low cost instructional materials the high cost combines both the second and third generation instructional material found in the fourth category above while the low cost involves items in the first generation.
The list of instructional materials that teachers can use to improve the quality of instructional is inexhaustible. The teachers' level of resourcefulness, creativity and imagination in facts, unlimited. Instructional materials will therefore, include all forms of information carries that can be used to effective teaching and learning promote and encourage affective teaching and learning activities. 	
According to Agun (2022) these are: textbooks, supplementary books, workbooks reference books charts magazines, maps, journal pamphlets, programmed texts and pamphlets, newspapers, poster non-print-materials like film, filmstrips, model mock-ups studies, picture audio and video tapes, recorders, transparencies, globes, chalkboard, etc.
Function of Instructiona1 Materials in Early childhood Classroom
Baylor and Ritchie (2024) stated that the use of instructional materials in classroom has as impact on pupils content acquisition and class performance compare with the traditional methods of teaching that focus primarily imparting skills and knowledge. For every pupils in classroom he or she need to become creative problem solvers able to analyze a wealth of information to draw valid conclusion learning of this kind is more likely to take root when a variety of instructional materials are used during instructional use of instructional materials can appeal to the individual attention interest goal. The goal of the learners is that he by creating wants to attain. Since goals direct efforts, the teachers problem of motivation is essentially one of arranging situation with instructional materials in which the learner will see goal he want to attain. Interpretation: person interprets situation in of order to take action if relevant aids are made available it will be easy for a teacher and student to predict that what can be expected to happen if various actions are take action:  person chooses whatever action he expects to give him the greatest satisfaction.
The use of instructional materials can facilitates the  decision of a person toward taking right action. Consequences: Actions following by their result are called consequences. If instructional material is used, the prediction would be rewarding and consequences will justify the work done by person, he will feel full satisfaction.
 Instructional materials is used efficiently and 'actively to most of the facilitate the teaching -learning process in most of the advanced countries. According to Obanya (2023) the usefulness of Instructional materials in the teaching-learning process is highlighted below:
Facilitate the learning of abstract concepts and ideas.
Keep the learners busy and active thus, increasing their participation in the lesson?
Save teachers energy of talking too much
Illustrate the concept clearer and better that the teachers, word only.
Help overcome the limitation of the classroom, by making the inaccessible accessible.
Help to broaden students knowledge increase their level of understanding as well as discourage rote-learning (if used judiciously).
Help to stimulate and motivate learners. Studies have shown that when skills are related to practical situations, attitude and attention improve. Inyan-abia and Esu (2024) cited in Esu et al., (2023) assert that "instructional naterials are the pivot on which the wheel of the teaching-learning process rotates". Dike (2022) stated that educational technology is concerned with the provision of alternative instructional materials which can help to extend the range of various experience of learners in any teaching-learning situation. He identified the importance of providing alternative resource materials, which can be seen in three ways the individual learn.
1. At the level of direct experience
2. At the iconic (image of pictoria) level and;
3. At the symbolic level.
Individual differ in so many aspects and they learn at different levels, so providing alternative resource materials is very necessary. The purpose of instructional therefore, is to help people learn. Instruction may include event that are generated by a page of prints, by a picture, by television programme or by a combination of physical objects among other things.
Furthermore, instructional materials can then be described as a systematic arrangement of instructional is such a way that learning is facilitated. The aim of designing instructional materials is to activate and support the learning of the individual pupils. This aim is characteristics of instructional whenever it occurs whether between a tutor and the pupils in a school classroom, an adult interest or the job setting. Instructional design should be based on knowledge of how human beings learn. It thus should take fully in to account learning condition that need to be established in order for the desired effects to occur.
A fundamental reason for designing instructional is ensure that no one is educationally disadvantaged and that all pupils have opportunities to use their individual talents to the fullest degree. The instructional materials and devices when properly used can accomplish some objectives. They supply a concrete basis for conceptual thinking and reduce meaningful wore responses of pupils, they make learning more permanent, the) have the high degree of interest for pupils and they offer a reality offer a reality of experience, which still depends on his relationship with the pupils.
Factors to be Considered in Selecting of Instructional Materials
In order to help fulfill the educational goal and objective of the school system there must be a careful selecting of instructional material that will enrich and support the curriculum and enhance student learning. 
Adio (2023) asserts that instructional materials should in accordance with the representative of the rich diversity of a nation and appropriate for the maturity levels and abilities of the students. Instructional materials constitute all materials whether print, non-print, digital or any combination thereof, used in the instructional program. For purpose of materials will be divide into categories  textbooks and supplementary materials.
In selecting instructional materials, the selection process must consider the following:
· The evaluation of the existing instructional materials
· An assessment of the available resources and curriculum needs of the school
· Consideration of individual teaching and learning styles
· The materials overall purpose, educational significance and direct relationship to instructional objective and the curriculum and to the interest of the students
· The materials; reliability including the extent to which it is accurate, authoritative up-to-data unbiased, comprehensive and well balanced.
· The possible uses of the materials including suitability for individual Small group Lange group introduction, in-depth study remediation and enrichment.
· The contribution of the materials will make to the collections breath and variety of view point.
Adio (2017) further asserts that schools admit stators should establish rules concerning what materials may be brought in by teachers without review.
Advantages Of Instructional Materials In Early Childhood Classroom 
Agun (2022) observed that instructional materials are the materials used by teachers to present, illustrate and illuminate teaching points.
There are several advantages of learning derivable from instructional material. A few of their advantages are listed below by Oxcode (2021):
1. Instructional material makes learning to become real  and concrete,
2. With instructional materials, learning effectiveness is increased, learners are more likely  to retain and recall with ease a greater percentage of what they hear, see and manipulate.
3. It helps in focusing attention and motivating learners. When appropriate materials are used to introduce, develop or conclude a teaching learning session, learner interests are aroused and develop through the lesson.
4. Instructional materials give learners the opportunity to learn at their own pace, rate and convenience. It also caters for individual difference of the learners.
Availability of Instructional Materials in Schools
Ezegbe (2024) classified than in to two as visual materials made up of reading and non-reading materials and audio visual materials comprising electronically operated and non-electronically operated materials. According to UNESCO (2022), this is both an opportunity and a threat, It is a challenge and on the other hand, it is an opportunity to educate teachers and pupils from the traditional grind of conventional teaching and learning processes into a rich instructional experience based on a wider range of carefully planned learning experience.
Instructional  design calls for a through preplanning. It involves preparing a blue print of instructional development and delivery utilizing multimedia mitt-disciplinary approaches improving the teaching and learning processes on one  hand and enhancing potential effectives of pupil's education as a system on the others striking a balance between possibilities and realities.
Awotua-efebo (2022) highlights an important aspect of instructional texts design and writing. He points out the even though textbooks play an important role in the teaching and learning processes, many students find prescribed texts "too hard" for them to study schools and teachers therefore, ought to ensure that instructional designers prepare texts and other instructional materials on an easy-to-grasp level.
The executive secretary of the Nationals Commission for Education, Tahir (2021) admitted that there is a general lack of adequate instructional materials particularly pupils' texts in the school system. In the same vein, Tawari (2022) states; that the commission for now can only supply exercise books  chalks and such minor things instructional materials are grossly inadequate for effective teaching/learning process.
Thus, there is a short fall in the available instructional materials and teachers are unable verbal to improvise with what is available in our environment in order to effectively drive home the lesson taught. Therefore the inadequacies of sense organs are not compensated. (Ekopo, 2020).
Utilization of Instructional Materials in Early childhood Education
The range for what is an instructional materials range within  a classroom from a piece of chalk to the more sophisticated electronic equipment. Moreover instruction materials are viewed differently by teachers and pupils parent and government official. For example instructional materials at a distal level may be represented by the availability and presence of textbooks in classroom, whereas, at the proximal level, attainment of the grade level and skills required by the materials, may be more critical for the teacher and student for parents, it may be that having "portable" instructional materials, that are visible, durable and easy to carry may be a significant determinant of the utilization of materials.  
Textbooks: The availability of textbooks has been found to be the most consistently positive determinant of academic achievement. Textbooks influenced the instructional styles used by teachers of mathematics, in addition to studying the effect of availability of textbooks on achievement, it is important to know the extent to which the textbooks being used in schools are relevant to the learning needs of the pupils. It is reasonable to select textbooks which introduce this special vocabulary in reasonable proportion and each subject teacher must make a point of helping pupils to with the items. This can be done through demonstration (using visual aids), models and conveying language.
The Federal Government of Nigeria recognizes the  importance of utilization of instructional materials in early  classroom. She has given priority to early  childhood education by inculcating its purpose in the national policy of education (2024) as follows:
i. Effect a smooth transition from the home to the school 
ii. Prepare the child for the primary level of education
iii. Provide adequate care and supervision of the children while their parents are at work (on the farms, in the markets, offices, etc).
iv. Inculcate in the child the spirit of enquiry creativity through the exploration of nature, the environment, art, music and paving with toys etc.
v. Inculcate social norms
vi. Develop a sense of co-operation and team spirit
vii. Learn good habits, especially health habits, and 
viii. Teach the rudiments of members letters, colors, shapes, forms, etc.
The Government has made a deliberate attempt to raise the quality of education at all levels in order to make the products of our education system more useful to the society. Therefore early childhood education will provide that vital physical, psychomotor, affective, cognitive, social potentials which are fundamental to human life that will pay very essential roles in the academic performance of children in the later life of the individual child. This is crux of the problem which this study attempt to analyze.     
The Abuse of instructional Materials  
Colins (2022) believes that high quail and effective teaching  and learning have many component that must be  strict followed by the teacher to achieve the desired objective and he went for there to assert that the abuse of the instructional materials made available by the school for teaching and learning may lead to the followed problems lack of good Instructional delivery the materials used to support instruction and the materials used to  assess student comprehension may not be adeonleh reflected.
Lack of functional knowledge personal and social competencies and social and essential skills will be reflected when instruction materials are abused students with the opportunity to practice and perform skills through variedly of adequate instruction materials may not be able to do so when instruction materials are not used proper by the teacher instruction and support materials are relevance to the cut of good learning by the learners and the correlation of the materials to instructional goal objects, and the appropriateness of the materials to include all learners, the instructional materials support materials rather than direct the instructional process and this always the situation when instructional materials are abused.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
This section summarized other writes view about the instructional materials available in the school and the ways they are used, the other writer explained what instructional materials is all about, types and classification.
The appropriate time of utilization and handling by the class. However, the instruction materials provided to the classroom is substandard in quality and lesser  in quaintly as compared to the advanced countries. The availability of textbooks, appropriate chalkboard, math kit, science kit, teaching guide, science guide, audio-visual aids (overhead projector maps, models and charts) are the important instructional materials for teaching early childhood pupils. However, many facilities are missing in approximately all the secondary and the higher secondary schools.
First instructional materials are textbook. Textbook is the nucleus of all the learning activities related to a  particular knowledge for a number of reasons such as the large class size and the time factor etc. besides, students has to improve the knowledge received from teacher by reading the  textbooks. Textbooks play a vital role in imparting knowledge to the pupils. Furthermore, there is no choice other than textbook in many developing countries. Therefore, it is one and the only sources of knowledge
The Second instructional materials is chalkboard/blackboard are the teaching aids that teachers frequently use, particularity during the lecture and discussion. These are of different kinds such as chalkboards, blackboard, market board, felt board and magnetic board. 
However, only blackboard or chalkboard is provided in public schools. Teacher use it in classrooms to write the important words, to draw diagrams, figures and maps. The third instructional materials is math kit. Math kit is a study kit for the subject of mathematics. Usually, study kit is a box containing a pertaining to a single topic. It includes different types of visual aids that are useful for the subject of mathematics. 
The fourth instructional materials are science kit. Science kit is a study kit for science subject i.e physics, chemistry and biology. It includes the necessary aids may be models, charts, maps, apparatus instructional Teaching guide is a booklet provided to teachers. It provides guidance to teachers about the matter regarding teaching, from lesson planning to the teaching learning process completely.
Furthermore, it guides them to adopt a suitable teaching methodology and suitable instructional materials for a topic.








CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter simply deals the methods adopted for in collection information on the availability and utilization of instructional materials in Early childhood classroom in Ilorin West Government Area primary schools, Kwara State. It focuses on research design, sample and sampling techniques instrumentation, procedure for data collection and method of data analysis. 
Research Design
The research design to be adopted for this study would be survey research method. According to Durosaro (2017) survey method of research is a method that generally lies to collect information from a representative group and based on such information, inferences are drawn about the behaviour of the entire population. This method is considered to be useful when no manipulation of variable is considered necessary and phenomena are being described as they are. The basic ideas behind survey methodology, is to measure variables by asking people question and then examine relationship among the variables.


Sample and Sampling Techniques
Since the researcher could not capture the entire population of the study a total of ten Early childhood school and two hundred teachers were randomly selected from Ilorin West Local Government Area to participate in the study. This made a total number of ten schools and two hundred teachers of those schools as respondents for all the study.
Research Instrument
The major instruments used for data collection in this study were questionnaire and checklists. A checklist titled availability of instructional materials in early childhood classrooms (AECC) was developed by the researcher. This checklist requested that the location of the school be indicated and it has 20 items where instructional materials that are commonly found in early childhood classroom are listed. The checklist was marketed off with Yes or No depending on what the researcher found on ground in the school under study. 
The second instrument Used for data collection was utilization of instructional materials Questionnaire (UIMQ) also developed by the researcher "Utilization of Instructional Materials Questionnaire" (UIMO). UIMỌ is subdivided into two: section A consisted of personal data of the respondents such as sex, age class, marital status, qualifications, teaching experiences and class taught while section B consisted of the main body of the instrument in which questions relating to how teachers make use of instructional materials in their classroom lessons were asked. It comprised of twenty items of four (4) point likert scale of:
AF-Almost Frequently
F-Frequently
R-Rarely
N-Never
The respondents were to tick an appropriate answer from the questions given.
Validity of The Instrument 
A measuring instrument is valid when it measures truly and accurately. Availability of Instructional Materials in Early childhood Classroom (AIMCC) and Utilization of Instructional Materials Questionnaire (UIMQ) were given to my supervisor and other department. Their Suggestions and Comments on the content bearing in mind their relevance to the problem investigated in the study were used to establish the face validity of the instruments. 
Reliability of the Instrument
This refers to the degree of consistency of scores obtained by the same person when examined with the same test on different occasions (Kolo, 2018) it is the accuracy, consistency, trustworthiness and stability or dependability of a measuring instrument or scores obtained. To establish the reliability the utilization of instructional materials, teachers who were not involved in the study and the analysis yielded 0.76 using Cronbach Alpha.
Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher visited the selected schools with the letter of permission collected from the head of the department to administer the questionnaire. The researcher got to the school to introduce herself and discuss with then the  purpose of the study, She was allowed to carry out assignment in all the selected schools. The teachers in other classes. The questionnaire were filled and returned by teachers. The researcher collected and appreciated them all for their assistance. All the questionnaire given out was this enable the researcher to have 200 questionnaire on which analysis was carried out.


Method of Data Analysis 
Descriptive statistics of frequency counts and simple percentage were used to determine the percentage and the cumulative frequency of variables as of variables as contained in the research questions. Also, t-test was used to determine the difference in availability and utilization of instructional materials between rural and urban Early childhood schools.












CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter present the analysis of the data gathered for this study designed for ascertaining the availability and utilization of instructional material in 1lorin West Local Government Primary School of Kwara State.
The data collected were analyzed using both descriptive and inferential statics. Thus, the administered descriptive statistic while the generated hypotheses were tested with t-test statistical method at the 0.05 level of significance.
Research Questions
1. Are the instructional materials available in Early childhood classroom adequate?
	S/N
	ITEM 
	YES 
(%)
	NO
(%) 
	TOTAL 

	TOTAL 
(%)

	1.
	Projectors 
	2 (20)
	8(80)
	10
	100

	2.
	Maps 
	5(50)
	5(50)
	10
	100

	3.
	Film strip 
	3(30)
	7(70)
	10
	100

	4.
	Textbooks 
	8(80)
	2(20)
	10
	100

	5.
	Charts 
	10(100)
	0(0)
	10
	100

	6. 
	Kits 
	10(100)
	0(0)
	10
	100

	7. 
	Magazines 
	8(80) 
	2(20)
	10
	100

	8. 
	Newspapers 
	5(50) 
	5(50)
	10
	100

	9. 
	Picture 
	10(100) 
	0(0)
	10
	100

	10. 
	Computer 
	3(30) 
	7(70) 
	10
	100

	11. 
	Chalkboard 
	8(80) 
	2(20) 
	10
	100

	12. 
	Poster 
	9(90) 
	1(10) 
	10
	100

	13. 
	Painting 
	7(70) 
	3(30) 
	10
	100

	14. 
	Cartoons 
	2(20) 
	8(80)
	10
	100

	15. 
	Radio 
	7(70) 
	3(30) 
	10
	100

	16. 
	Bricks 
	9(90) 
	1(10)
	10
	100

	17. 
	Flash card 
	10(100) 
	0(0)
	10
	100

	18. 
	Toys 
	10(100) 
	0(0)
	10
	100

	19. 
	Story books 
	10(100) 
	0(0) 
	10
	100

	20. 
	Television 
	1(10)
	9(90) 
	10
	100



The result in table 1 showed that some instructional materials were adequately available while some were adequate on the average and some others were inadequate.
Are teachers making a regular use of instructional materials to teach pupils in the classroom?
Research Question 2:
Table 2: The Frequency Table of Teachers' Utilization of Instructional Materials
	S/N
	ITEM
	FREQUENTLY
UTILIZED

	NOT
FREQUENTLY
UTILIZED 

	TOTAL 

	1.
	I use the projector to teach in the classroom
	N
25
	%
12.5
	N
175
	%
87.5
	Total
200
	Total &
100

	2. 
	I use map to teach in the classroom 
	125
	62.5
	75
	37.5
	200
	100

	3. 
	I expose children film strip in the classroom 
	13
	6.5 
	187
	93.5
	200
	100

	4. 
	I make use of textbooks to teach in the classroom 
	120
	60.0
	80
	40.0
	200
	100

	5. 
	I use chart to teach in the classroom 
	190
	95.0
	10
	5.0
	200
	100

	6. 
	I allow children/ pupils to make use of kits 
	160
	80.0
	40
	20.0
	200
	100

	7. 
	I use magazines to teach in the classroom
	110
	55.0
	90
	45.0
	200
	100

	8. 
	I use information from newspapers to teach in the classroom 
	87
	43.5
	113
	56.5
	200
	100

	9. 
	I show pupils picture to aid my lesson 
	195
	97.5
	5
	2.5
	200
	100

	10. 
	I use computer to teach in the classroom
	90
	45.0
	110
	55.0
	200
	100

	11. 
	I make use of chalkboard to teach in the classroom
	110
	55.0
	90
	45.0
	200
	100

	12.  
	I show different posters to the pupils to the pupils in the classroom 
	85
	42.5 
	115
	57.5
	200
	100

	13. 
	I allow children to make use of painting in the classroom 
	85
	47.5 
	105
	52.5 
	200
	100

	14. 
	I expose pupils to cartoon in the classroom 
	120
	60.0
	80
	40.0
	200
	100

	15. 
	I make use of radio to teach in the classroom
	94
	47.0
	106
	53.0
	200
	100

	16. 
	I give chance to pupils to learn with different bricks in the classroom 
	94
	47.0
	106
	53.0
	200
	100

	17. 
	I show flash card to pupils in the classroom 
	114
	57.0 
	86
	43.0
	200
	100

	18. 
	I allow children /pupils to explore with different  toys in the classroom 
	194
	97.0
	6
	3.0
	200
	100

	19. 
	I allow children/ pupils to read story books in the classroom. 
	85
	42.5
	 115
	57.6
	200
	100

	20. 
	I teach the pupils with television in the classroom 
	120
	60.0
	80
	
	200
	100


 
From the table above it is show that teachers frequently used and show pupils pictures to aid lesson. This is because pictures have the highest frequency utilized of 195(95.5). Toys have 194(97.0) in which teacher allow pupils to explore with different toys in the classroom textbook and chalkboard were also frequency used because these are the first instructional materials that must compulsorily be use chart to teach their pupils in the classroom. Magazine flash cards were frequently used to teach pupils in the classroom. This is because they are easily to be gotten for effective teaching and learning process.
HO1: There is no significant difference between the availability of instructional materials in urban and rural primary schools.
Hypotheses 1: There is no significant different between the availability of instructional material in urban and rural primary schools.
Table 3: t- test Analysis of Availability of Instructional materials 
	Variable 
	N
	X
	Student 
Development 
	Df 
	t.Cal
	Crit. 
Val  

	Urban 
Rural 
	200
200
	1.90
1.088
	1.092
	199
	2.138
	1.96




From the table above, it is shown that the calculated t- value of 2.14 is greater than the t-table value of 19.96. Thus, the null hypotheses which states that there is no significant differences between the availability of instructional material in urban and rural primary schools is rejected.
Hypotheses 2: There is no significant difference between the utilization of instructional material in urban and rural Early childhood schools.
Table 4: t- test Analysis of Availability of Instructional Material
	Variable 
	N
	X
	Student 
Development 
	Df 
	t.Cal
	Crit. 
Val  

	Urban 
Rural 
	200
200
	1.83
1.99
	1.061
1.178
	199
	1.997
	1.96




It could be observed that calculated t- value of 1.997 is greater than the critical t- value of 1.96 thus the hypotheses is which states that there is no significant differences  between utilization instructional material in urban and rural primary school is rejected.
In urban and rural primary school is rejected.
Discussion of Findings
Table 1 show that 1 (20%) of the school have projector while 8 (80%) did not have 5(50%) of the school as have maps while 5(50%) did not have. Television was available in one school 1(10%) while it was not available in all other schools 9 (90%) it could be observed that 2 (20%) of the schools have projectors while 8(50%o) of the school have map while 5(50%)  did not have. Television was available in map while 5 (50%) did not have. Television was available in one school 1(10%) while it was not available in one school 1 (10%) while it not available in all other schools 919%.
Table 2 showed that the teachers frequently make use of  utilization of instructional material in their classroom teaching. The result in table 3 revealed that there was a significant difference between urban and rural primary schools. This is line with Jamison (1981:pg 360) description about physical facilities and availability of material and level  of teacher education collectively created a classroom quality that appeared as the predictor of student' achievement. The result in table 4 also revealed that there was a significant difference between the utilization of instructional material in urban and rural primary school.
Awotula (2019) started that available of instructional material play an important role in the teaching and learning process.








CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter deals with the summary of the findings from the data analysis and the conclusion drawn from the finding as well recommendations were stated for further studies.
Summary
Based on the analysis of data collected, one can conclude that instructional materials were adequately available and averagely utilized by the teachers. The result also revealed that there was a significant difference between the available of instructional material in urban and rural primary schools. 
That last hypothesis was rejected due to the fact that, result revealed that, there was significant difference of instructional material and pupils attainment.
Conclusion
The findings in this study have show that there are noticeable differences in the availability and utilization of  instructional material in urban and rural primary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Based on the information received in chapter four, it could be concluded that the instructional material are available and fairly utilized in rural primary schools than urban primary schools. Sincere instruction materials are being looked upon as to improve teaching and learning in the classroom there is need for adequate provisions.
Recommendations
It is hereby recommended that more superiors should be given to primary school teacher in making a regular use of instructional material in order to meet up with standard.
Teacher in both schools are given personal financial aid to further help them develop the attitude of improving locally made material and not necessary waiting or for ones to be supplied by the government.
Government/Proprietor should ensure man power support to provide instructional materials to be able to work harder.
The head teacher should endeavour to make a terminal presentation of of instructional that are lacking to appropriate bodies example, government/proprietors, parents teacher association (PTA) and other philanthropists for assistance.
Since instructional materials make teaching leaning process easier, teacher should from the habit of designing charts and picture decorations that will make learning meaningful to the learners.
Periodical workshop and seminars should be organized for teachers to update them on the use of instructional materials.
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AVAILABILITY OF INSTRUCTIONAL NATERIAL IN EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASSROOM (AECC)
Names of the School:_______________________________________________
Location of the School: Rural              Urban 
	S/N
	ITEMS 
	YES (%) 
	NO (%)

	1. 
	Projector 
	
	

	2. 
	Maps 
	
	

	3. 
	Films strip 
	
	

	4. 
	Text Books 
	
	

	5. 
	Charts 
	
	

	6. 
	Kits 
	
	

	7. 
	Magazines 
	
	

	8. 
	Newspapers
	
	

	9. 
	Pictures 
	
	

	10. 
	Computers 
	
	

	11. 
	Chalkboard 
	
	

	12. 
	Poster 
	
	

	13. 
	Cartoons 
	
	

	14. 
	Radio 
	
	

	15. 
	Bricks 
	
	

	16. 
	Flashcard 
	
	

	17. 
	Toys 
	
	

	18. 
	Stray Books  
	
	

	19. 
	Television 
	
	


KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
UTILIZATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD CLASSROOM QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Respondents,
This questionnaire is designed to find out how frequently you use the instructional materials indicated in each of the statements below. Please, indicate how frequently you use them to teach your lesson.
	S/N
	Statement  
	AF
	F
	R
	N

	1. 
	  I use the projector to teach in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	2. 
	I use map to teach in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	3. 
	I expose children to film strip in the classroom  
	
	
	
	

	4. 
	I make use of textbooks to teach in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	5. 
	I use chart to teach in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	6. 
	I allow children/ pupils to make use of kits 
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	I use magazines to teach in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	8. 
	I use information from newspapers to teach in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	9. 
	I show pupils picture to aid my lesson 
	
	
	
	

	10. 
	I use computer to teach in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	11. 
	I make use of chalkboard to teach in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	12. 
	I show different posters to the pupils to the pupils in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	13. 
	I allow children to make use of painting in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	14. 
	I expose pupils to cartoon in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	15. 
	I make use of radio to teach in the classroom
	
	
	
	

	16. 
	I give chance to pupils to learn with different bricks in the classroom 
	
	
	
	

	17. 
	I allow children/pupils to explore with different toys in the classroom 
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