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ABSTRACT
The study examined the Factors Influencing Poor Student Performances in English Literature among Junior Secondary School Students in Ilorin, Nigeria. The study was carried out using five randomly selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin, Nigeria. A questionnaire was administered to randomly selected students for the purpose of collecting relevant data. The data collected were analysed using simple percentage frequency to make references. The finding of the study shows that a number of factor associated with poor performances of students in Literature-in- English, which include learners home background, educational facilities, government policies, teachers qualification, class size, attitudes of students towards learning of Literature-in-English, unavailability of recommended textbook e.t.c. It is recommended that, the government should employ qualified teachers, the teachers should make use of appropriate methods of teaching, the school should provide the students with recommended literature texts, e.t.c The findings concluded on the note that, the teaching and learning of Literature-in-English should be encouraged in our secondary schools in order to pave way for students interest in the subject and assist them towards passing the examination.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
[bookmark: _GoBack]Literature is a work of art that studies the society and investigates people’s customs and tradition for learning purposes. Literature is a concept that is endowed with different meanings. Literature is derived from a latin word meaning ‘written formed with letters’. It is commonly referred to as a literary work of imagination and creativity. It is divided into three genres for easy study and those are drama prose and poetry .It is worthy to note that as work of art that mirrors life and brings the larger life (society) in a compressed form to the audience. Life in this definition connotes the totality of the people’s existence or traditions. Tradition, according to Gabriel Ajayi 1994 is a term that is complex and basically cosmopolitan. This means that it accommodates almost everything that man does in his local environment. It thus includes a body of beliefs, customs, sayings or skill handed down from age to age or tradition to generations.	
           According to Ogunjimi 1994 sees literature as a discipline that attempt to depict man and his environment within a creative mood. It is worthy to note that literature epitomizes the history of a particular group of people and their totality. Literature as a discipline is a spoken or written medium, which uses language, plot, character, settings, and themes. etc. to give us a picture of what life looks like. By this meaning literature is seen as doing the following things: shows a picture of life, mirrors the society to reveal hidden truth and also changes in the society. It attempt to depict man and his environment within a creative mood. So, creative imagination and the use of specialized form of language and style make literature different from all other discipline.		
         Literature-in-English is a work of art that uses English language as its medium of expression. Literature-in-English are literary work that based on English culture, writings in English language regardless of the neutrality of the author. It has its base in people’s traditional festival, folklore, rituals, praise and work songs, folktales, traditional mores etc. literature-in-English is one of the way one can attain proficiency in the use of English language because literary works especially those written in English make good use of language in different ways to get their meaning across. Literature-in-English on the other hand refer to works of art that express the life of the English people. It refers to literary works of the British, Scotland, Frisch, Welsh, and the Americans’. In current era of globalization and technological revolution, education is considered as a crucial step for every human activity (Farooq,et. al,2011) and it is considered as the lifeline for efficient and suitable stable development of human society. In the school system, good and poor academic performance of the students in literature-in-English can be tied around factors such as the socio-economic background which include the ability to cope with the cost and the price of education, lack of literature teacher; environmental and developmental background. Other reasons include poor techniques of teaching, gender differences, and lack of seriousness, on literature-in-English on the part of the students. More also parental as a deeper impact upon student academic achievements. Most research outputs identified  parents educational level and occupational status as principal determinant factors in student’s academic performance (Saifi and Mehmood 2011, and Singh 2014) stressed that, what parent do with their children at home through the age range ,is much more significant than any other factor open to educational influence. Parents also are one of the important and influential elements on the lives of their children.
	Academic performance of student is the sole expectation of parents and school management which can be used to measure the educational outcome of students. Academic performance according to the comb ride university reporter (2003) is frequently defined in terms of examination performance. In this study academic performance was characterized by performance in test, in course work, and performance in examination so the poor performance of students in literature-in-English in recent time has been largely attributed to the changing life pattern, lack of literature teacher and different background and exposure.
Statement of the Problem    
	Literature is a field of study which deals with the critical look into the human society and all the activities embedded in it; it has been discovered to be posing certain problems to its learner at different levels most especially at secondary school levels. This as gear the researcher towards looking into the problems which are in various forms. According to Ogunshola and Adewale (2012), parent of different occupation classes often have different styles of child rearing, different way of disciplining their children and different ways of reacting to their children which have impact on students. Academic performance and most parent too find it difficult during their studentship so this has made them to get them extra tutelage to curb their failure in literature in English learners come from different home and have different background and exposure; these have different effect on the attitude of learners and responses as well as towards literature-in-English and literature; it requires a vast knowledge of English language and literature in order to have a very good understanding and comprehensive knowledge of the literary work. Hence, the learners are faced with the challenges of understating English language the vehicle through which literary works are written. The availability of necessary teaching facilities such as textbook, conducive classroom, qualified teachers, instructional materials as well as the sufficiency of the time allocated to the teaching and learning of literature in English.	
Purpose of the Study	
	The main purpose of the study investigates the influence of the students’ poor performance in literature-in-English in some selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin Nigeria.
Research Questions 	
	The following research questions are proposed to guide the study.
i. Is there any significant relationship between the learners’ home background and the learner attitude towards reading literary works?
ii. Is there any significant difference between the performance of the students who were taught using instructional materials and those taught without the instructional materials?
iii. Is there any significant relationship between the learners’ attitude towards reading literacy works? 
 	Are there adequate and relevant text book for teaching literature in English in senior secondary schools?
Do the teachers who teach literature-in-English have adequate knowledge of how the subject should be taught?
Is there any significant relationship between the gender of the learners and the performance of the students?  
Research Hypotheses
The following hypotheses are formulated to guide the conduct of the study.
Ho1: 	There is no significant relationship between the learner’s home background and the learner’s attitude towards reading literary works.
Ho2: 	There are no significant differences between the performance of the student who were taught using instructional materials and those taught without instructional materials.
Ho3: 	There are adequate and relevant textbooks for teaching literature-in-English in some senior secondary schools.
Ho4: 	There are still some literature-in-English teachers who have adequate knowledge of how the subject should be taught
Ho5: 	There is no significant relationship between the gender of the leaner’s and the performance of the students.
Significance of the Study 	
The importance of this research work is to broaden the horizon of both the learners and teachers about the importance of studying literature and need to cultivate a reading habit, which will help them in appreciating the criticizing literary works, understanding the various methods of teaching the different aspect of genres of literature respectively.
          The study will also benefit parents to create more times for checking their children’s assignment and notebook in order to enhance their performance while non-educated parents may enroll their children for extra coaching. This will help students’ performance in school. Lastly it will be useful to present more solution on Parents, stakeholders, administrators, publishers, government, policy makers etc., want to investigate more on the problems and factors associated with poor performance of students in literature-in-English in junior secondary schools in Ilorin, Nigeria.
Delimitations of the Study
          This study is limited to the scope of literature-in-English, the teaching and the learning of literature-in-English in senior secondary schools and the factors associated with the poor performance of students in literature-in-English. This research work will be carried out in some selected senior secondary school in Ilorin metropolis.
Operational of Terms 
Literature-in-English: Is a work of art that uses English language as its medium of expression. That is, it uses English as its medium of communication.
Prose: A form of written or spoken language that typically exhibits a natural flow of flow of speech and grammatical structures. It is a work of art that is narrative in form. It employs the conventional grammatical construction to pass its message across to reader a writer of prose work is called a prose man, prosiest or novelist. The main character in a prose work is called antagonist.
 Drama: A genre of literature that employs series of action as its mode of expressing ideas. Drama is an improvisation or creation of life. The real world of life is represented as an illusion on stage by casts.  Drama is also said to be a realistic one, if it tries to support a pretention of our day-to-day activities in life.
Poetry: A literary work in which the expression of feelings and ideas is given intensity by the use of distinctive style and rhythm; it is the act of uniting pleasures with truth by the help of imagination and reasoning.
Theme: The main idea or underlying meaning a writer explore in a novel, short story, or other literary work. The theme of a story can be conveyed using characters, setting, dialogue, plot, or combination of all theme elements. Then is a central idea in a literary work.
Characterization: A literary device that is used step-by-step in literature to highlight and explain the details of a character in a story.
Plot: The basic story line of a text.  Most plots follow a traditional pattern, where the climax is the turning point of the text.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
 	The related literature will be discussed under the following sub-headings:
· Definition of Literature  
· Importance of Literature to the Society  
· Method of Teaching Literature	
· Method of Teaching Drama
· Method of Teaching Prose 
· Method of Teaching Poetry
· Learner’s Home Background 
· Educational Facilities
· Government Policy
· Teacher’s Qualification
· Class Size 
· Attitude of Students to Literature-in-English
· Recommended Textbook
· Appraisal of Reviewed Literature 
Definition of Literature  
Literature is capable of more than one meaning. Literature in its broadest siege is any written work. Literature deals with human life with all its problems and complexities, it deals with poverty, joy, sorrow and death, which is man’s final end. The literature of a particular community can be referred to as the sum total of all the works of imagination either oral or written. Rebecca West (2002), defines literature as an “imaginative or creative writing, especially of recognized artistic value. Literature must be an analysis of experience and synthesis of the findings into a unit”. Yakin (2002) also defines literature as the use of letters for the promulgation of thought or knowledge; the communication of facts, ideas, or emotions by means of book or other modes of publication, literary work or production as the profession of literature. According to Gabriel Ajadi (1994) is a term that is complex and basically cosmopolitan, this means that it accommodates almost everything that man does in his local environment. It thus includes “a body of beliefs, custom, sayings, or skills handed down from age to age or from generation to generation.
     	Literature is an art that could be seen in three different forms; the genres of literature which are; drama, prose, and poetry.
Drama: is a mode of fictional representation through dialogue and performance. It is one of the literary genres which is an imitation of some action. Drama is also type of play written for theater, television, radio and film. Shakespeare as cited by Dada (2003) gives the analogy between drama and the real world “life is a stage”. He goes further citing Aristotle’s definition of drama as “representation of people in action”. It is an improvisation or representation of an action. Being closely related to the theater, drama is audio visual in nature. It is meant to be heard and seen. Drama can be either of the following types; tragedy, comedy, tragic-comedy, farce, and melo-drama.
Prose: prose is a form of written or spoken language that typically exhibits a natural flow of speech and grammatical structure. a related narrative device is the stream of consciousness. Which also flows naturally but is not concern with syntax? Obafemi (2004) opines that “the prose realistic In form”, in that it create credible character and put them incredible situations where we can identify with and thereby create a world that is possible, a world that is not but might be, prose is the most typical form of language applying ordinary grammatical structures and natural flow of speech rather than rhythmic structures. In prose the library artist is able to use effective language communication purpose through imagination and creativity. And basically, the novel or prose can be classified into fiction and non-fiction. Fiction is purely creative imagination of the artist, non-fiction is the writer’s representation of real life situations. Prose can be historical, sociological, psychological, or political in types Akintola (2000).
Poetry: according to Akintola (2000) he defined poetry as an act of writing which operates through a kind of abstract language which most cases make obscure to the audience. Poetry is a piece of writing stimulated by deep emotion and represented in lines and stanzas. It is a form of writing stimulated by emotion and expressing a deep feeling that may be very difficult to explain in literary form. It is the act of writing pleasure with truth by the help of Imagination and reason. In poetry, special intensity is given to the expression of feelings and ideas by the use of distinctive style and rhythm; it brings out the quality of beauty and intensity of emotion. Poetry is equally defined as the sort of writing stimulated by emotion, expressing a deep feeling that cannot be well expressed in ordinary writing.
       	The definitions above lend credence to the fact that poetry is a verbal act in elevated language rising from deep emotions and feelings. Poetry employs language that is richer, more suggestive and more powerful than the prose; it conveys an impression of strong personal feelings and personal involvement. The types of poetry are; lyric, epic, ode, ballad, sonnet, rhymes, and elegy or dirge.
Importance of Literature to the Society  
Literature sincerely believe is of paramount importance for the development of the society. Literature posses the capacity to transport the reader’s into a completely different universe folk of love, peace, sorrow and conflict. It is therefore no wonder that for avid readers, literature is an escape route from the harsh realities of life.
       	Literature is important because it ignite the mind. We obtain the capacity to see the world we inhabit from an entire different perspective. It gives us the ability and the power to see the world with a fresh mind, some of the common themes of literature like love, conflict, fear, loneliness, and growth connect the reader with these subjects and help develop an understanding of the self.
        	The impact an importance of literature in modern society is simply incredible. The author uses the magic of words to open up our minds and show us a way to understand the world in a better way. for example the novel “the great gatsby” by fiscott fitzgerald was a reflection of his experiences and opinions. literature also helps us better comprehend modern day issues like human conflict, wars and sufferings in a gulf news article, it was said “in today modern media, where television, movies are there, people are misled to think that every problem has its quick solutions.
 However, literature corroborates the real complexity of human conflict.”
          Literature is of great importance and is studied upon as it provides the ability to connect human relationships and define what is right and what is wrong. The world today is ever-changing. Never before has life been so chaotic and challenging for all life before literature was practical and predictable but in the present day, literature has expanded into countless libraries and into the minds of many as the gateway for comprehension and curiosity of the haman mind and the world around them. The emergence of books once revolutionized the teaching process, allowing people to transfer knowledge indirectly, making it more accessible people can develop new skills independently of others or learn more about the world by merely reading the material on a topic, written history invites a reader to imagine life before their existence and allow discovering a whole new culture without directly interacting with it's bearers. However, literature does not merely store dehumanized knowledge, "literature adds to reality, it does not simply describe it”. via books, people can establish relationships with others, become more empathetic and compassionate to each other. Therefore, literature is not only a tool for knowledge acquisition but also communication between culture and generations.
           Literature reflects humanity and allows us to better understand one another, we can find out how someone is thinking by reading their words, literature has had a significant influence on the evolution of society, it has shaped civilizations, altered political systems, and brought injustice to light. More also literature provides us with a deep glimpse into human experiences, allowing us to connect on fundamental levels of need and emoyions.
Method of Teaching Literature	
Study of literature is making literature itself as the content or subject of a language, course, while, the use of literature as resources draws on literature as one source among many different kinds of the text for promoting interesting language activities.
      	The aims and objectives of teaching literature ought to be examined the following could be achieved through the study of literature:


Raising a generation of people who can think effectively by themselves.
 Encourage students to express feelings towards the issues of the text.
 	Guide student to interpret a text by looking at the language used by the author.
 Helping student to appreciate and understand cultures around the world.
 Get student to search moral values from the text.
Method of Teaching Drama
     	In the process of teaching drama, the teacher ought to take cognizance of the method and step or approaches to teach drama in senior secondary school, the teacher is expected to have introduced the learners to the various literary terms relating to drama, the forms of drama and features of drama.
    	The following are the best approaches or methods of teaching drama:
Acting: the best method to teach drama is by acting it out or allowing the student to watch the video cassette or recorded materials that will aid understanding. For instance, the characters in “the gods are not to blame” by Ola Rotimi could be distributed among the students and they could act in class.
Analytical method: analytical method in analyzing the drama, the teacher teaches the dramatically elements such as suspense, surprise, flashback, role playing chorus, soliloquies, aside, disguise. e.t.c. the teacher may decide to analyze the plot, theme, settings, language, atmosphere and literary devices employed to make the work of art.
Reading Method: the teacher could share the role of characters of a play to the learners in the class so that each student given role takes his/her in the class in the process of reading. This will encourage all the students to be attentive and gives room for learner’s participation.
Summary method: the teacher could decide to summarize a particular scene of the drama, the significance, and the characters of the play. At the end of each class, the teacher could drill the learner in order to test their ability by asking them to summarize the act or scene in their respective notebook.
Method of Teaching Prose 
The term prose is derived from a Latin word, “prose” meaning “straight on” “continuous” or “forward”. It refers to a piece of writing which goes straight on and continues to the very end. It is distinguished by its use of greater varieties of rhythmic as well as its closeness to the pattern of ordinary speech.
       	IN teaching and learning of prose, research reveals that the commonest method that could effectively be applied in teaching and learning of prose are:
i. Silent and vocal reading of the text to help student acquire knowledge of the plot.
ii.       Calling student's attention to the author’s style.
iii.    	Explanation of new words to enhance better understanding of the story.
iv.	Questioning, which helps students to structure the event and write about the characters. This also helps in evaluating student performance in understanding the text.
Method of Teaching Poetry
Poetry the deployment of certain devices such as figures of speech, feelings, (emotions) rhyme, stanza, division,  metre, subject matter in a body of words in order to express an idea or one’s impression.
The following methods can be applied in teaching poetry;
Reading Method: The teacher could allow the students to read poems privately or aloud, it may be turned into a song memorized or order reading strategy that can aid understanding.


Stanza by Stanza Analysis: The teacher could analyze the poem one stanza after the other.
The Formalist Method: This examines the literariness of the poem. It brings out all the qualities that make it enjoyable, it seeks to reveal the devices through which the total structure of the given works of literature might be said to be formalized.
The Diction: The teacher could together with the students examine the language of the poem. The teacher along with the students should bring out the difficult words and the teacher could guide the learners in the use of their dictionary to find meaning to the difficult words.
Verification: The teacher examines the physical properties of the poem, such properties include; the metre, stanza, rhyme, e.t.c. and form i.e. ode, sonnet.
Factors associated with the poor performance of student in literature-in-English. There are numbers of factors associated with the poor performance of students in literature-in-English in secondary schools in numerous. Some of which include; learners home background, educational facilities, government policies, teacher’s qualification, class size, attitude of students to literature-in-English, recommended textbooks. e.t.c.
Learner’s Home Background 
         	Family background refers to the conditions In the family that are concern with or related to the interaction of social and economic factors.(Tian,2006) parent’s educational level could play an important role in determining  a child’s intellectual/academic performance(Hanati,2008) parent with high level of education are most likely to engage in activities that would develop the intellectual potentials in their children and pave the way for them (the children) to perform satisfactorily in school. For example high educated parents have knowledge of the necessary high quality reading materials and nutrition to provide for their children to enable them (the children) to perform well in school. And on the other hand Radford and Govier (2000) assert that student’s home background is a factor affecting effective learning and teaching of literature-in-English, this is simply owing to the fact that parent might not be able to encourage their children so as to know the importance of literature when compared to other subject like science subjects as well as the provision of textbooks with other instructional materials to enable student to develop good interest In literature.
       	Likewise, student from poor home are often victims of language deprivation making them unable to understand concepts to make abstraction from the environment.
Educational Facilities
    	Research has been conducted by many researchers on how facilities used in teaching and the students in learning literature-in-English of the school lacks  adequate textbooks, classroom, chairs, tables, and chalkboard which affect the performance of the learners of literature-in-English, Obinnja (1982) write that most schools in Nigeria are badly equipped for teaching literature-in-English.
Government Policy
The attitude of the government towards teaching and teachers are not encouraging. The Nigeria is lowly motivated compared to some other professionals.
Teacher’s Qualification
According to the national policy on education (2006), teachers should be able to effectively and efficiently pass knowledge and skills, and motivate that teachers of literature ought to be sound and skillful enough to discharge his/her duty in order to meet up with educational demands and aspirations of the society.
Lang (2002) also opines that the total educational system rest on the qualification of the teachers. Therefore each teacher must acquire basic qualification in literature-in-English to be able to teach subject effectively.
Class Size 
This has to do with effectiveness of the teacher and how learning can take place in the classroom situation. If a class is over populated, it will be very difficult for the teacher to teach. He/she will not be able to control the classroom and the management of the school will be very poor.
Attitude of Students to Literature-in-English
Acholonel (1999), found out that there is malformed and ill-conceived hostility as learners generally viewed the subject as too difficult, especially poetry. They conceive it to be abstract and uninteresting. The bias against literature-in-English is not only among students but also among teachers.
According to Amere (2005) “literature is a luxury and useless, speculative activities that bares no practical relevance to English grammar”. Consequently, very few students developed a genuine interest in literature-in-English. When they have choices for other courses as it is presently in many if not all professional course, students gradually take it and find a way of sailing through the examination.
Recommended Textbook
This entails the availability of the recommended textbooks to both the teacher and the students. Lacks of adequate textbook could cause a lot of changes to the performance of the students. Therefore, teachers of literature-in-English and parent should endeavor to buy recommended texts for their wards, while the government should ensure proper circulation of the recommended texts.
Appraisal of Reviewed Literature 
Through the views of authors, scholars’ and researchers written above the researcher of this project is able to give detailed definition of literature as 
Concept of the three genres of literature, the importance of literature is also discussed and the researcher tells us the impact and importance of literature in modern society is simply incredible. The researcher further explained the methods of teaching the genres of literature.
Lastly, the factors associated with teaching and learning of literature-in-English, the factors are stated and explained. They are; learners home background, educational facilities, government policy, teachers qualification, class size, attitude of student to literature –in-English, recommended textbooks. e.t.c. all these are discussed and buttressed with references from scholars like (Hanati,2006), Obinnja(1982) Lang (2002),Amere(2005).etc.   


CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
	In this chapter, the method and procedure adopted in carrying out the research work are presented. It will be discussed under the following headings.
· Research Design
· Population, Sample and Sampling Technique
· Instrumentation
· Validity of Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Method of Data Collection
· Method of Data Analysis
Research Design
	The research design adopted for this study would be descriptive survey. A descriptive research according to Aremu (2020), is an attempts to report things the way they are. It is concerned with how and what exist in relation to some preceding events that have influenced or affected the present condition or event. Hence, the present study examines factors influencing poor student performance in English literature among SSS Students in Ilorin, Kwara State.
Population of the Study
	The population of this study consisted all the secondary school Literature in English students in Ilorin metropolis L.G. Area of Kwara State.
Sample and sampling Techniques
	A purposive random sampling technique was used to select one hundred (100) respondents from five selected secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis L.G.A. for the study.
Research Instrument
	The instrument used for gathering the data for the study was a questionnaire, titled factors influencing poor student performance in English literature among SSS Students in Ilorin, Kwara State Questionnaire. The questionnaire is made up of two sections (A and B).
           Section ‘A’ deals with respondents personal data such as type of school, sex, Age and Class.
            Section ‘B’ consists of items relating to the subject matter of the study, which the respondents are expected to tick either Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree and Strongly Disagree on the appropriate columns. The scoring are 4,3,2 and 1 respectively.
Validity of the Instrument
	The validity of the instruments was established by face and content validity. Validity of an instrument according to Anastosis (2010) relates to extent to which it measures what it intends to measures. To do this some copies of the questionnaire were given to some education experts for their suggestion. Thereafter, a copy was given to the supervisor for endorsement after necessary correction.
Reliability of the Instrument
	To ascertain the reliability of the instrument, 20 questionnaires were administered on representative sample outside the main sample for the study, twice within interval of two weeks. The two scores were correlated using pearson moment correlation. Then reliability value was 0.62.
Method of Data Collection
	The data for the study was collected through the questionnaire. The administration of the questionnaire to the respondents was done by the researcher through personal contact with the respondents in their various schools. All copies were collected after responses.
Method of Data Analysis
	Data collected were subjected to computation, using frequency count, percentage analysis.
Formulae:
	% of Agreed: No of Agreed x 100%
			Total No of Respondents
	% of Disagreed: No of Disagreed x 100%
			Total No of Respondents
Decision Rule
	A percentage of score of 50% and above was considered agreed or  position while scores of  49% and below was considered as disagreed or  negative with respect to research question.



CHAPTER FOUR
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
	This chapter contains the analysis and interpretation of data collected during the study. The data collected will be analyzed and the result would be presented rising simple percentage.
PRESENTATION OF SOCIO- DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTIC
	Below is the description of the socio- demographic characteristic of respondents.
Table 1: Distribution of respondents by schools
	S/N
	VARIABLES
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE

	1
	Government Day Secondary School, Maraba
	25
	25.0

	2
	Ilorin Grammar School, Ilorin
	25
	25.0

	3
	Baboko Community Secondary school Ilorin
	25
	25.0

	4
	Sheik Alimi Secondary School, Iloirn
	25
	25.0

	5
	Andrin International School, Ilorin
	25
	25.0



Table 1 shows that a total of 100% of the respondents were used for the research work. In each of the selected school, twenty five students were randomly selected making a total of 100 respondents
Table 2: Distribution by sex of Respondents
	SEX
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE %

	Male
	40
	40.0

	Female
	60
	60.0

	Total
	100
	100


Source: Field study (2024)
	Table 2 above shows that a total of 40 respondents representing 40% were made while 60 respondents representing 60% were females and from the above analysis, the females form the majority of the respondents.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Age
	AGE
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE %

	12-14
	25
	25.0

	15-16
	40
	40.0

	16-19
	35
	35.0

	Total
	100
	100


Table 3 indicates that 25% of the respondents are between the ages of 2-14 years, 40% of the respondents are between the ages of 15-16 while 35% of the respondents are between the ages of 16-19 years.
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents by their classes
	CLASS
	FREQUENCY
	PERCENTAGE %

	SS1
	25
	25.0

	SS2
	30
	30.0

	SS3
	45
	45.0

	Total
	100
	100


  Source: field study (2024)
	Table 4 above indicates that 25% of the respondents are in Ss1, 30% of the respondents are in SS2 and 45% of the respondents are in SS3.
Presentation and Analysis of Data According to Research Questions
4.3: Research Question 1: Is there any significant relationship between the learners’, home background and the learners’ attitude towards reading literary works?


4.3.1: table 1: Learners Home Background and Attitude towards Teaching / Reading of Literature
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	1
	Do you like been a literature in English student?
	40
	40.0
	23
	23.0
	10
	10.0
	27
	27.0
	100%

	2
	The use of literature text books help to build students I.ǿ
	50
	50.0
	34
	34.0
	06
	06.0
	10
	10.0
	100%

	3
	You find the literature text easy to comprehend?
	13
	13.0
	25
	25.0
	35
	35.0
	25
	25.0
	100%

	4
	Do your parents help in the understanding of Literature in English? 
	30
	30.0
	30
	30.0
	20
	20.0
	20
	20.0
	100%



The analysis of the above data shows that 63% of the respondents agreed to the fact that they like been literature students while 37% of the respondents disagreed with the assertion. Also 84% of the respondents agreed that the use of literature text books help to build students I.ǿ. while % of the respondents disagreed with the assertion. The total of 40% respondents agreed that literature texts are easy to comprehend while 60% of the respondents disagreed with the assertion.
	Lastly, 60% of the respondents agreed that their parents used to assist them towards the understanding of literature in English text books at home while 40% of the respondents disagreed with the assertion.
	Therefore, it is obvious from the table that the learners, home background in a major factor that affects the teaching and learning of literature in English as it is discovered from the data parents do assist their wards in studying literature in English.
4.4: Research Question 2: is there any significant difference between the performance of students who were thought using instructional materials and those thought without the instructional materials?


4.4.1: Table 2: Teaching Resources and the performance of Learners
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	3
	Do you understand the lesson better when the literature teacher uses instructional materials to teach?
	40
	40.0
	30
	23.0
	20
	20.0
	10
	10.0
	100%

	4
	Do you have more interest when a teacher uses instructional material while teaching?
	50
	50.0
	30
	30.0
	05
	05.0
	15
	15.0
	100%

	5
	There are positive difference in the students understanding when instructional materials are used to teach Literature?
	30
	30.0
	50
	50.0
	15
	15.0
	05
	05.0
	100%

	8
	Instructional materials are necessary in teaching literature in English.
	45
	45.0
	50
	50.0
	-
	-
	05
	05.0
	100%



	The above table (4.4.1) shows clearly that there is a significant difference between the performances of students who were taught using instructional materials. A total number of 70 respondents which makes 70% of the respondents agreed that they understood the lesson better whenever the literature teacher uses instructional materials to teach while 30% of the respondents disagree with the assertion.
	Most respondents agreed that they develop interest in literature classes when a teacher uses instructional material to teach. As an evidence of acceptance, 80% of the respondent reacted positively to the assertion while only 20% of the respondent reacted negatively to the assertion.
	In furtherance, the respondent agreed that there use to be a positive difference towards the understanding and teaching of literature where instructional materials are used to teach. A total of 30% of the respondents agree with the assertion while 20% of the respondents rejected the assertion.
	For better understanding of Literature the respondents further agreed that instructional materials are necessary in the teaching of literature as 95% of the respondents. Justified positively to the assertion while 5% of the respondents rejected the assertion conclusively, the hypothesis that” there are the significant difference between the performance of students who were taught using instructional materials and those who were taught without the use of instructional materials.
Table 6: Research Question 3: Is there any significant relationship between teaching resources of lit.-in- English and performance of learners in English literature?
Table 4.5.1 Table 3: Teaching Resources and the performance of Learner
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	12
	We have permanent  Literature  Teacher in our school
	20
	20.0
	10
	10.0
	30
	30.0
	40
	40.0
	100%

	6
	Your school library is sufficiently supplied with recommended Literature in English Texts
	10
	10.0
	10
	10.0
	50
	50.0
	30
	30.0
	100%

	7
	Recommended Literature Textbooks are affordable and easy to find
	16
	16.0
	14
	14.0
	40
	40.0
	30
	30.0
	100%



	The above table (4.5) shows clearly that there is significant relationship between teaching resources of Literature in English and performance of learners in English Literature. The analysis above reveals that 30 (30%) of the respondents agreed that they do not have permanent Literature teacher while 70(70%) of the respondents with strongly disagreed or disagreed with the opinion. This implies that most of our secondary school are without permanent Literature teachers to teach Literature –in- English subject.
	Again, item 6 shows that 20 (20%) of the respondents agreed that the school   literary is sufficiently supplied with recommended literature –in- English textbooks while 80 (80%) of the respondents disagreed with the opinion. This implies that the school library is not well stocked with recommended literature in- English text books.
	In furtherance, item 9 shows that a total of 30 (30%) respondents agreed that recommended literature textbooks are affordable and  easy to find while 70 (70%) respondents disagreed with the opinion.
	Based on the above results, it shows that the hypothesis tested positive as the opinions were seen to be problems that affect the academic achievement of Literature students at senior secondary school level.
Table 4.6: research Question 4: is there any significant relationship between the teaching methods and students performance in Lit- in – English.
Table 4.6.1. Table 4: Teaching method and the students performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	10
	Teachers give room for students participation during Lit- in- English Lesson
	30
	30.0
	50
	50.0
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	13
	Teachers allocates role/ characters in recommended drama texts to students to act in the class during the lesson
	60
	60.0
	40
	40.0
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	16
	Does your Literature teacher contributes to your interest in Literature-in- English?
	60
	60.0
	40
	40.0
	-
	-
	-
	-
	100%

	18
	You are eager to learn Literature and attend Literature classes
	70
	70.0
	30
	30.0
	-
	-
	-
	-
	



The analysis of the above data shows that in item 10 (100%) respondents agreed that their teachers give room for students’ participation during literature classes. Also in item 13, 100 (100%) of the respondents agreed to the opinion that teachers do allocate role characters in recommended drama texts to students to act in the class during the lesson while in item 16, 100 (100%) of the respondents also agreed that  literature teachers contribute positively to their interest in learning literature  and in item 18, 100 (100%) of the respondents were also with the opinion that they  (students) are as well eager to learn literature and attend literature classes.
	All these attested to the acceptance of the hypothesis or makes the hypothesis to be accepted (positive). This means that there is a significant relationship between the teaching methods and students performance in Literature -in- English.
	4.7: Research Question 5: Is there any significant relationship between sender of the learners and the performance of the students?


Table 4.7.1: Table 5: Genders and performance of Learners.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	20
	Does gender of students do have effects on their interest in Literature –in- English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Male students are always eager to learn Literature in English than female students.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: Field Study (2024)
	The above table (4.7,1) shows that there is a significant relationship between genders of learners and the performance of learners.
	The analysis on the above data on the significant relationship between learners’ gender and their performance in Literature –in- English reveals that gender of the learner has a significant relationship in the learning and the performance of students in Literature – in- English. Based on the table 70% of the respondents agreed to the assertion while 30% of the respondents rejected the assertion.
	Also, 37% of the respondents strongly agreed that male students are always eager to learn literature while 50% of the respondents further agreed with the assertion making a total of 90% of learners that agreed that male students are eager to learn Literature better than female students”.
	On the same table, only 10% of the respondents disagreed which attested to the fact that the gender of learners is one of the factors that can effect the interest and performance of learners in Literature- in- English.
	4.8 Research Question 6: is there any significant relationship between the school and the attitude of learners towards reading Literary works. Table 8.1: The school type and the attitude of learners towards reading.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Introduction 
	This chapter deals with the researcher’s summary of the study based on the data collected in chapter 3 and analyzed in chapter four, conclusion is drawn and then recommendations as well as suggestions for further studies are made.
Summary
	The researcher is based on the topic factors Associated with the poor performance of students in Literature- in- English in secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis.
	The purpose of the study is to look into the problems associated with the teaching and learning of literature –in- English in senior secondary schools and how these problems could affects students’ interest and academic performance in Literature-in- English examination.
	The population of the study was One hundred (100) students) carefully selected from five (5) senior secondary school in Ilorin metropolis, kwara state. The instrument of the study was a questionnaire designed by the researcher to elucidate information from the respondents.
	The analysis of the study was done using the frequency counting and simple percentage. The table representation of the responses of the respondents were analyzed in statement form for easy interpretation of the  data collected.
Conclusion
	The researcher has critically examined the “factors  associated with poor performance of students in Literature- in- English in secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis” and the problems includes Learners” home background , qualification of teachers, methods of teaching, non- availability of teaching materials, and so on. These factors were used to gather relevant information from the respondent.
	The result of the findings revealed that majority of the schools in Ilorin metropolis are short of teaching resources (instructional materials). The result of the findings also revealed that the home background of the  learners also affect their interesting in Literature- in- English as majority of the learners respondents  denied that their parents but textbooks for them. This implies that majority of the students do not have recommended textbooks.


Implication of the Study
	The findings to the study revealed that there are many issues that need to be worked into in order to solve the problem of poor performance of students in Literature- in- English in senior secondary schools.
	The following are the implications of the study.
(i) if there is any insufficient provision of teaching facilities or resources (both human and non human) resources) in our schools for the teaching of Literature-in- English in our schools, the students academic performance in external examination such as WAEC and NECO might be poor.
(ii) Students will not enjoy the aesthetics value of reading literary that if their teachers are not qualified and do not make use of an appropriate teaching method
(iii) Students will lose the opportunity of learning about culture of their people as well as knowing what is going on in the society if they are not exposed to reading literary works across cultures.


Recommendations
From the analysis of the result and discussions of findings, The following recommendations are made.
(a)  Parents should be actively involved in training of their wards by providing them with necessary textbooks as charity begins at home.
(b) Teachers of Literature- in- English should always endeavour to make use of the relevant teaching method that will enhance a better understanding of the subject.
(c)  The government should try as much as  possible to employ enough qualified Literature teachers and should be posted to school where there are no personal handling the subject.
(d) Students should be encouraged to show positive attitude towards the learning of Literature- in- English
(e) Both the government and private schools should ensure that the school library is equipped with relevant textbooks.
(f) The government should encourages the teachers through motivation such as regular promotions and incentives.


Limitation of the Study
	The study is limited to only five senior secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis of Kwara State. This is done to the financial, time and resources constraints that might be encountered if more than five schools are chosen as the case study.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Since the study is limited in scope of five (5) selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State, other researchers could expand the scope of their researchers to other schools in the same state but different Local Government Area or another state in-order to verify if the data collected in Ilorin metropolis is relevant in other parts.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY AFFILIATED WITH KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN, KWARA STATE

STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Students,
This questionnaire is designed to find out the factor Influencing Poor Student Performance in English Literature among JSS Students in Ilorin, Nigeria. Your kind gesture and honesty response shall be carefully and confidentially treated.
SECTION A
Personal Date
Name of School:…………………………………………………………………
Class:……………………………………………………………………………
Sex: 	Male (  ) Female (  )
Age: 	12 -16 (  ), 15 -16 (  ), 16 -18 (  )
Religion: Islam (  ), Christian (  ), Others (  )
State:……………………………………………………………………………
Date:…………………………………………………………………………….

SECTION B
Instruction: Please read each of the statement and indicate the option you have chosen by ticking (  ) in the appropriate box.
SA	- 	Strongly Agree
A 	-	Agree
SD	- 	Strongly Disagree
D	- 	Disagree
	S/N
	ITEMS
	S.A
	%
	A
	%
	S.D
	%
	D
	%
	TOTAL

	1
	Do you like been a Literature –in- English Students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	The use of Literature text books help to build students  life
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Do you understand the lesson better when the literature teachers use instructional material to teach?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Do you have more interest when a teacher uses instructional materials while teaching?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	There are positive difference in the students’ understanding when instructional materials are used to teach literatures
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Your school library is sufficiently supplied with  recommended literature –in- English text
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Recommended literature texts are affordable and easy to find
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Instructional materials are necessary in teaching literature –in- English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	You find the literature texts easy to comprehend
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Teachers give room for students participation during literature- in- English lesson
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	 Male students are  always eager to learn literature –in- English than female  students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	We have permanent literature teachers in our school
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Teachers allocate roles/ characters in recommended drama texts to students to act in the class during the lesson.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Your parents help you in the understanding of literature - in- English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Does your literature teacher contribute to your interest in literature-in- English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	You are eager to learn literature and attend literature classes.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	Does gender of students do have effects on their interest in literature-in- English
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	You do have enough library hours on your school time table when you could read recommended texts.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Are there enough Literature teachers handling literature in your school?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	You have high interest in reading  literature books
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



