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ABSTRACT
 Exploring the Impact of Oral Literature on English Language Teaching in Secondary Schools. This mixed-methods study investigates the effectiveness of oral literature in teaching English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government. A survey of 100 students and semi-structured interviews with 10 English teachers revealed significant positive impacts on language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. Quantitative data showed improved confidence in speaking English (75%) and enhanced cultural understanding (82%). Qualitative findings highlighted engagement, motivation, and cultural relevance. Challenges included insufficient training and resource limitations. Recommendations include teacher training workshops, resource availability, and integration across subjects. The study underscores the importance of oral literature in fostering a culturally responsive educational environment, improving language skills, and promoting lifelong literary appreciation.
*Keywords:* Oral literature, English language teaching, secondary schools, language proficiency, cultural awareness, literary appreciation.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1	Background of the Study
          Oral literature which encompasses folktales, legends, myths, proverbs, and other forms of traditional narratives, has been a fundamental part of human culture for centuries. In the context of language teaching, oral literature plays a crucial role in enhancing students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. Incorporating oral literature into the teaching of English language has been shown to improve students' understanding and appreciation of the language (Ogunyemi, 2016). Additionally, it has been argued that oral literature improves students' language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Adesanya, 2018). Furthermore, students are more motivated to learn when materials reflect their cultural background (Olaniyan & Ibitoye, 2019). Oral literature holds a significant place in the cultural identity of many communities worldwide, serving as a vehicle for transmitting cultural values, beliefs, and histories from one generation to the next. In Africa, for example, oral literature is deeply intertwined with the social fabric of various ethnic groups, shaping their worldview and providing a sense of continuity with their past. Stories, myths, and legends are not merely entertainment but serve as a repository of cultural knowledge and wisdom. In the realm of language teaching, the incorporation of oral literature into the curriculum offers a myriad of benefits. Firstly, it provides students with exposure to authentic language use in context, helping them develop their listening and speaking skills. By engaging with stories and narratives, students can also improve their comprehension and interpretation abilities, which are essential components of language proficiency.    
           Moreover, oral literature provides a window into the cultural practices, traditions, and values of a community, fostering cultural awareness and sensitivity among students. Despite these advantages, the use of oral literature in language teaching faces several challenges. One major hurdle is the lack of resources and training for teachers to effectively integrate oral literature into their lessons. Many teachers may be unfamiliar with how to incorporate oral literature into their teaching practices or may not have access to appropriate materials. Additionally, there may be a perception among educators that oral literature is not relevant to modern educational goals or does not align with standardized curricula. Overcoming these challenges requires a concerted effort to provide teachers with the necessary training and support to effectively integrate oral literature into their teaching practices. Professional development programs and workshops can help teachers develop the skills and confidence needed to incorporate oral literature into their lessons. Additionally, curriculum developers and policymakers should recognize the value of oral literature in language teaching and ensure that it is given due prominence in educational policies and guidelines. In conclusion, oral literature is a valuable resource for language teaching, offering students a unique opportunity to engage with language and culture in a meaningful way. By overcoming the challenges associated with its integration, educators can harness the power of oral literature to enhance students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and appreciation for literature.
1.2	Statement of the Problem 
           Despite the benefits of using oral literature in language teaching, there are challenges associated with its implementation. For instance, there may be a lack of resources and training for teachers to effectively integrate oral literature into their teaching practices. Furthermore, some educators may be hesitant to use oral literature due to a perceived lack of relevance or alignment with curriculum objectives. The integration of oral literature into language teaching is a topic that presents several challenges for educators. One of the primary challenges is the lack of resources and training available to teachers. Many schools may not have access to a wide range of oral literature materials, such as folktales, myths, legends, and proverbs, which are essential for creating a diverse and engaging curriculum. Additionally, teachers may lack the training and expertise to effectively incorporate oral literature into their teaching practices. They may be unsure of how to select appropriate materials, integrate them into their lessons, and assess students' understanding of the content. Another significant challenge is the perception among some educators that oral literature is not relevant or aligned with curriculum objectives. In many educational systems, there is a strong emphasis on standardized testing and academic achievement, which can lead teachers to prioritize subjects and topics that are directly related to these assessments. As a result, oral literature may be viewed as a lower priority or as an extraneous element that does not contribute to students' academic success.
         Furthermore, the integration of oral literature into language teaching requires a shift in teaching methods and pedagogical approaches. Teachers may need to adopt more interactive and student-centered teaching strategies, such as storytelling, role-playing, and group discussions, which can be challenging for educators who are accustomed to more traditional teaching methods. Additionally, the use of oral literature may require teachers to step outside of their comfort zones and explore new ways of engaging with students and delivering content. Despite these challenges, the benefits of using oral literature in language teaching are significant. Oral literature provides students with a unique opportunity to engage with language in a meaningful and culturally relevant way. It can help students develop their language skills, improve their cultural awareness, and foster a love of literature and storytelling. By addressing the challenges associated with the integration of oral literature into language teaching, educators can create a more dynamic and enriching learning environment for their students. Top of Form
Purpose of the Study
          The objectives of this study are designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the use of oral literature in teaching English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government. Each objective is aimed at addressing specific aspects of the use of oral literature and its impact on students and teachers.
Assessment of Current Practices: The first objective seeks to assess the current practices of using oral literature in teaching English language. This includes examining the frequency and methods of incorporating oral literature into the curriculum, the types of oral literature used, and the challenges faced by teachers in integrating oral literature into their teaching practices. By assessing current practices, this study aims to identify areas for improvement and potential strategies for enhancing the use of oral literature in language teaching.
Exploration of Perceptions: The second objective focuses on exploring the perceptions of teachers and students regarding the effectiveness of using oral literature in teaching English language. This involves gathering feedback from teachers and students on their experiences with using oral literature, including perceived benefits, challenges, and areas for improvement. By exploring these perceptions, this study aims to provide insights into the attitudes and beliefs that influence the use of oral literature in language teaching.
Examination of Impact: The third objective seeks to examine the impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. This involves assessing students' language skills, cultural knowledge, and appreciation of literature before and after exposure to oral literature. By examining the impact of using oral literature, this study aims to provide empirical evidence of its effectiveness in enhancing students' language skills and cultural awareness.
Recommendations for Improvement: The final objective is to provide recommendations for improving the integration of oral literature in the teaching of English language. This includes suggesting strategies for overcoming challenges, such as lack of resources and training, and enhancing the effectiveness of using oral literature in language teaching. By providing practical recommendations, this study aims to inform educators and policymakers about how oral literature can be effectively integrated into the curriculum to enhance students' learning experiences.
            In summary, the objectives of this study are designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the use of oral literature in teaching English language and to provide practical recommendations for improving its integration into the curriculum. By addressing these objectives, this study aims to contribute to the body of knowledge on language teaching and to inform future practices in the field.

Research Questions
 This study will address the following research questions:
1: What are the current practices of using oral literature in teaching English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government?
2: What are the perceptions of teachers and students regarding the effectiveness of using oral literature in teaching English language?
3: What is the impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation?
4: What are the recommendations for improving the integration of oral literature in the teaching of English language?
Hypotheses
Based on the objectives of the study, the following hypotheses are formulated:
1: There is a significant relationship between the use of oral literature and students' language proficiency.
2: There is a significant relationship between the use of oral literature and students' cultural awareness.
3: There is a significant relationship between the use of oral literature and students' literary appreciation.
1.6	Significance of the Study
          This study holds significant importance in the field of language teaching, particularly within the Nigerian context. By contributing to the existing literature on the use of oral literature in language teaching, this study seeks to enrich the body of knowledge available to educators and policymakers. The findings of this study are expected to provide valuable insights and practical recommendations for improving English language education in Nigeria. Through an in-depth examination of the use of oral literature in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, this study aims to shed light on the effectiveness of incorporating oral literature into the English language curriculum. By identifying current practices, exploring perceptions, and examining the impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation, this study seeks to offer valuable insights into how oral literature can be effectively integrated into language teaching practices.
          The practical recommendations generated from this study have the potential to positively impact English language education in Nigeria and beyond. By providing educators and policymakers with evidence-based strategies for integrating oral literature into the curriculum, this study aims to enhance the quality of English language teaching and learning. These recommendations can serve as a blueprint for educators and policymakers seeking to improve language education and promote cultural awareness and appreciation in diverse educational settings. This study's significance extends beyond the immediate context of Ilorin West Local Government and Nigeria, as it contributes to the broader discourse on language teaching and education. By adding to the existing literature on the use of oral literature in language teaching, particularly within the Nigerian context, this study provides valuable insights that can inform educational practices not only in Nigeria but also in other countries facing similar challenges in English language education. Furthermore, this study's findings can contribute to the broader field of education research by highlighting the importance of incorporating cultural elements into the curriculum. By emphasizing the role of oral literature in enhancing students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation, this study underscores the value of incorporating cultural content into education to create a more holistic and engaging learning experience for students.
1.7	Scope of the Study
         This study will focus on the impact of the use of oral literature in the teaching of English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government. The study will specifically assess current practices, explore perceptions, and examine the impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation within this specific geographic area and educational context. While this study focuses on selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, its findings are expected to have implications for a wider range of educational contexts. The specific focus on Ilorin West Local Government allows for a detailed and contextually relevant examination of the use of oral literature in language teaching. However, the insights gained from this study are likely to be applicable to other schools and regions facing similar challenges in English language education.
            By examining the impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the benefits of incorporating oral literature into language teaching practices. The findings of this study can inform educational practices in other regions and countries, serving as a valuable resource for educators and policymakers seeking to enhance language education and promote cultural understanding in diverse educational settings. Overall, the scope of this study extends beyond its immediate context to contribute to the broader field of education research. By providing insights into the use of oral literature in language teaching and its impact on students' learning outcomes, this study offers valuable contributions to the ongoing efforts to improve language education and promote cultural awareness and appreciation in schools around the world.
1.8	Operational Definition of Key Terms
         To ensure clarity and understanding, the following key terms are defined as used in this study:
Oral Literature: Traditional narratives, including folktales, legends, myths, proverbs, and other forms of storytelling, passed down orally from generation to generation. Language Proficiency: The ability to use language effectively and accurately in various contexts, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Cultural Awareness: The understanding and appreciation of one's own culture and the cultures of others, including their values, beliefs, and practices.
Literary Appreciation: The ability to recognize and enjoy the beauty and value of literature, including its themes, styles, and techniques.



CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Introduction
          This chapter provides a comprehensive review of the existing literature on the use of oral literature in the teaching of English language. This chapter aims to explore key concepts, theories, and frameworks related to oral literature and its role in enhancing language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. By synthesizing previous studies and research findings, this chapter lays the theoretical foundation for the study and identifies gaps in the current knowledge that the study seeks to address. The review is structured around key themes, including the significance of oral literature in language teaching, its impact on language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation, as well as the challenges and best practices associated with its integration into the curriculum.
2.2 Historical Overview and Origins of Oral Literature
          The use of oral literature in language teaching is rooted in ancient traditions, where storytelling and oral narratives were the primary means of preserving and transmitting cultural knowledge, values, and beliefs across generations. In many traditional societies, oral literature was not only a method of entertainment but also a critical educational tool. Elders and storytellers played a pivotal role in communities by imparting wisdom, moral lessons, historical events, and social norms through engaging narratives, folktales, myths, legends, and proverbs (Finnegan, 1970). These oral traditions were meticulously crafted and passed down through generations, ensuring the continuity of cultural heritage and linguistic richness.
Oral literature served multiple functions in ancient societies. It was a means of educating the young, preserving historical events, instilling moral values, and fostering social cohesion (Bascom, 1965). The stories often contained elements that were both instructional and entertaining, making learning an enjoyable experience. This oral tradition ensured that language learning was intertwined with cultural education, as stories were embedded with cultural references, idiomatic expressions, and linguistic nuances that were integral to the community’s identity (Havelock, 1963).
1. Impact of Written Language
            With the advent of written language, the role of oral literature experienced a transformation in many cultures. The ability to record information in written form allowed for the preservation and dissemination of knowledge in ways that were previously impossible (Ong, 1982). Written texts became the dominant medium for education, leading to a gradual decline in the prominence of oral literature in some societies. The written word offered a level of permanence and accuracy that oral transmission could not match, leading to the prioritization of literacy and written records in educational systems.
However, despite the shift towards written language, oral literature did not disappear. In many cultures, it continued to thrive alongside written texts, maintaining its importance in cultural rituals, ceremonies, and everyday communication. In societies where oral traditions remained strong, storytelling and oral narratives continued to play a crucial role in education and cultural transmission. The interplay between oral and written forms of literature created a dynamic cultural landscape where both mediums enriched language learning and cultural understanding (Goody 1987).
2. Renewed Interest in Oral Literature
            In recent decades, there has been a renewed interest in the use of oral literature in language teaching, driven by a growing recognition of its educational benefits. Educators and researchers have increasingly acknowledged that oral literature offers unique advantages that written texts alone cannot provide (Egan, 1989). This resurgence of interest is rooted in a broader understanding of the holistic nature of language learning, which encompasses not only linguistic proficiency but also cultural literacy and emotional engagement.
One of the key factors contributing to this renewed interest is the recognition of the role of oral literature in fostering cultural awareness and appreciation. In an increasingly globalized world, understanding and respecting cultural diversity has become essential. Oral literature, with its deep cultural roots and rich narratives, provides an effective means of introducing students to different cultural perspectives and traditions (Abrahams, 1983). By engaging with oral literature, students can develop a greater appreciation for their own cultural heritage as well as the cultures of others, fostering a more inclusive and empathetic worldview (Wilson, 2008).
Moreover, oral literature has been found to enhance students’ language skills in ways that traditional written texts may not. The performative and interactive nature of storytelling, for example, encourages active listening, verbal expression, and critical thinking. Students are often more engaged and motivated when participating in storytelling activities, which can lead to improved language retention and comprehension (Cameron 2001). The use of oral narratives also allows for the incorporation of diverse linguistic elements, such as regional dialects, colloquialisms, and idiomatic expressions, which enrich students’ linguistic repertoire and adaptability.
3. Contemporary Applications and Benefits
            Today, educators are increasingly integrating oral literature into language curricula as a means of creating a more dynamic and culturally responsive learning environment. This integration takes various forms, including storytelling sessions, dramatizations, role-playing activities, and the inclusion of folktales and myths in language lessons (Heath, 1983). By doing so, educators aim to harness the educational potential of oral literature to enhance language proficiency, cultural literacy, and literary appreciation. The contemporary application of oral literature in language teaching aligns with pedagogical approaches that emphasize student-cantered learning and cultural relevance. Through interactive and participatory methods, students are encouraged to become active learners who engage with language in meaningful and culturally relevant ways. This approach not only supports language development but also promotes critical thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence (Barton, 1994).
In conclusion, the historical overview of the use of oral literature in language teaching highlights its enduring significance and evolving role in education. From its ancient origins as a primary means of cultural transmission to its contemporary resurgence as a valuable educational tool, oral literature has consistently contributed to the enrichment of language learning. By recognizing and harnessing the power of oral literature, educators can create more engaging, culturally relevant, and effective language learning experiences for students. This renewed focus on oral literature underscores its potential to bridge the gap between linguistic proficiency and cultural literacy, ultimately fostering a more holistic and inclusive approach to education.
2.3 Theoretical Framework.
Introduction to Sociocultural Theory:
          The theoretical framework underpinning this study is based on sociocultural theory, which emphasizes the profound impact of social and cultural contexts on the process of learning. Developed by Lev Vygotsky in the early 20th century specifically in the 1920s and 1930s, sociocultural theory posits that cognitive development and learning are fundamentally rooted in social interactions and cultural contexts (Vygotsky, 1978). According to Vygotsky, learning is not an isolated individual activity but a collaborative process where interaction with others plays a pivotal role. This perspective shifts the focus from viewing learning as a mere cognitive function to understanding it as an inherently social activity that is deeply embedded in cultural practices and communal experiences (Rogoff, 2003).
Application to Language Learning
          In the realm of language learning, sociocultural theory offers valuable insights into how language is acquired and developed through social engagement and cultural immersion. Vygotsky’s concept of the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPM) is particularly relevant, highlighting the potential for learners to achieve higher levels of understanding and skill with appropriate guidance and support (Vygotsky, 1978).  Language learning, from this perspective, is seen as a dynamic process where learners actively construct knowledge through meaningful interactions with their peers, teachers, and the broader cultural milieu. Sociocultural theory emphasizes that language is both a communicative tool and a means of participating in cultural practices, thereby suggesting that authentic language use within a cultural context significantly enhances language acquisition.
           Oral literature, which comprises of folktales, myths, legends, and proverbs, serves as a rich repository of cultural knowledge and linguistic expression. By integrating oral literature into language teaching, educators can create a learning environment that is both linguistically and culturally enriching (Finnegan, 2012). Students engage with language in a way that is not only grammatically and syntactically instructive but also contextually and culturally relevant (Nababan, 1984). This engagement fosters deeper comprehension and retention of language skills, as students relate new linguistic concepts to their existing cultural knowledge and experiences (Heath, 1983).
Role of Oral Literature in Enhancing Language Learning
         Oral literature plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between language learning and cultural understanding (Bascom, 1965). When students interact with oral literature, they are exposed to authentic language use that is embedded in cultural narratives and traditions. This exposure helps students to see language as a living entity that carries cultural meanings and values, rather than as an abstract set of rules and vocabulary (Dundes, 1965). Through stories, proverbs, and folktales, students learn the nuances of language, including idiomatic expressions, cultural references, and contextual meanings that are often overlooked in traditional language instruction (Abrahams, 1970).
Moreover, oral literature provides a platform for students to practice and refine their language skills in a context that mirrors real-life communication (Tannen, 1982). Storytelling, for instance, encourages students to use language creatively and expressively, enhancing their speaking and listening skills (Heath 1983). Role-playing and dramatization of oral literature pieces further promote active learning, where students collaborate, negotiate meanings, and build their language proficiency through social interaction. This collaborative learning environment aligns with the sociocultural theory’s emphasis on the importance of social interaction in cognitive development (Vygotsky, 1978).
Cultural Relevance and Student Engagement
             One of the key strengths of integrating oral literature into language teaching is its ability to connect with students’ cultural backgrounds and personal experiences (Bruner, 1990). Sociocultural theory highlights that learning is most effective when it is relevant and meaningful to the learner (Vygotsky, 1978). By incorporating oral literature that reflects students' own cultures and histories, educators can enhance student engagement and motivation. Students are more likely to be interested and invested in learning when they see their own cultural narratives and identities represented in the curriculum (Gee, 2004).
Additionally, the use of oral literature fosters a sense of cultural pride and identity among students (Smith, 2002). It validates their cultural heritage and acknowledges the richness of their linguistic traditions. This validation not only boosts students' confidence and self-esteem but also creates a more inclusive and respectful learning environment (Cummins, 2000). As students share their own stories and listen to those of others, they develop a broader cultural awareness and appreciation, which are essential components of holistic language education (Nieto, 2002).
The theoretical framework of sociocultural theory provides a robust foundation for understanding the role of oral literature in language learning. By emphasizing the social and cultural dimensions of learning, this framework highlights the potential of oral literature to enhance language acquisition in a meaningful and contextually relevant way (Vygotsky, 1978). Through the integration of oral literature, educators can create dynamic and engaging learning experiences that promote linguistic proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation (Bruner, 1996). This approach not only enriches students’ language skills but also fosters a deeper connection between language and culture, ultimately contributing to a more comprehensive and effective language education.
2.4 Significance of Oral Literature in Language Teaching
         Oral literature, encompassing folktales, legends, myths, proverbs, and other forms of traditional narratives, plays a significant role in language teaching. According to Ogunyemi (2016), oral literature serves as a cultural and educational tool that enhances students' understanding and appreciation of the English language. By engaging with oral literature, students are exposed to authentic language use in context, which helps improve their language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Adesanya, 2018). Additionally, oral literature provides students with insights into cultural practices, beliefs, and values, fostering cultural awareness and sensitivity (Olaniyan & Ibitoye, 2019).
1. Impact of Oral Literature on Language Proficiency
         Several studies have highlighted the positive impact of using oral literature on students' language proficiency. Adeniran (2020) found that the use of oral literature in teaching English language improved students' vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation skills. By engaging with authentic language use in stories and narratives, students develop a deeper understanding of the language and its nuances, leading to improved language proficiency (Ogunleye, 2018).
2. Impact of Oral Literature on Cultural Awareness
         In addition to language skills, oral literature also plays a crucial role in developing students' cultural awareness. By engaging with stories, proverbs, and myths from different cultures, students gain insights into the cultural practices, beliefs, and values of diverse communities. This exposure not only broadens their worldview but also fosters empathy and respect for cultural diversity (Adesanya, 2018).
3. Impact of Oral Literature on Literary Appreciation
          Oral literature has also been found to enhance students' literary appreciation. By analysing and interpreting narratives, students develop a deeper appreciation for the beauty and value of literature. This can lead to improved literacy skills and a greater enjoyment of reading and storytelling (Olaniyan & Ibitoye, 2019).
2.5 Challenges and Best Practices in Using Oral Literature
             Despite its benefits, the use of oral literature in language teaching faces several challenges. One major challenge is the lack of resources and training for teachers to effectively integrate oral literature into their teaching practices. 


1. Lack of Resources and Training.
            One of the primary challenges in integrating oral literature into language teaching is the scarcity of resources and the lack of adequate training for educators. Many teachers may find themselves without access to a diverse range of oral literature materials, such as folktales, myths, legends, and proverbs, which are essential for crafting an engaging and comprehensive curriculum. The limited availability of such resources can impede the effective incorporation of oral literature into the classroom. Additionally, educators may not have received sufficient training on how to utilize these materials within their teaching practices. This lack of expertise can result in a reluctance to use oral literature, as teachers might feel unprepared to select appropriate texts, integrate them into lessons, or assess students' comprehension and engagement with the material (Finnegan, 2012).
2. Perception of Irrelevance.
          Another significant hurdle is the perception among some educators that oral literature is not aligned with modern educational goals or standardized curricula. In many educational systems, there is a strong emphasis on standardized testing and academic achievement, which can lead to the prioritization of subjects and topics that are directly related to these assessments. As a result, oral literature might be viewed as an extraneous element that does not contribute to students' academic success or to the fulfillment of curriculum objectives (Bruner, 1996). This perception can discourage teachers from incorporating oral literature into their teaching, even if they recognize its potential benefits. Overcoming this challenge requires a shift in educational priorities to acknowledge the broader value of oral literature in fostering language skills, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation (Smith, 2002).
3. Resistance to Pedagogical Change.
            The integration of oral literature into language teaching also demands a shift in teaching methods and pedagogical approaches. Traditional teaching methods often focus on rote learning, memorization, and the passive reception of information. In contrast, the effective use of oral literature necessitates more interactive and student-centred teaching strategies, such as storytelling, role-playing, and group discussions. These methods encourage active participation, critical thinking, and collaborative learning. However, adopting such approaches can be challenging for educators who are accustomed to conventional teaching methods. Teachers may need to step outside their comfort zones, experiment with new techniques, and embrace a more dynamic and flexible classroom environment. This transition can be daunting and may encounter resistance from educators who are reluctant to change their established practices (Heath, 1983).
Additionally, some educators may be hesitant to use oral literature due to a perceived lack of relevance or alignment with curriculum objectives. To address these challenges, it is important for educators to receive adequate training and support in incorporating oral literature into their lessons. Additionally, curriculum developers and policymakers should recognize the value of oral literature in language teaching and ensure that it is given due prominence in educational policies and guidelines.
2.6 Current Trends and Best Practices
1. Growing Recognition and Research
           In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the value of oral literature in language teaching, leading to an increase in research and resources on the topic. Scholars and educators have increasingly acknowledged that oral literature offers unique advantages for enhancing students' language skills and cultural awareness. This renewed interest has spurred the development of new educational materials, training programs, and teaching strategies designed to integrate oral literature into the curriculum effectively. Research has highlighted the benefits of oral literature in fostering a deeper engagement with language, promoting cultural literacy, and enhancing students' overall appreciation for literature (Ogunyemi, 2016)
2. Best Practices for Integration
          To effectively use oral literature in language teaching, educators can follow several best practices that have emerged from recent research and educational experiences. Firstly, selecting culturally relevant materials is crucial. Educators should choose stories, folktales, and narratives that resonate with students' cultural backgrounds and experiences, thereby making learning more meaningful and engaging (Adesanya, 2018). This cultural relevance helps students connect with the material on a personal level and enhances their understanding of both the language and the cultural context in which it is used (Olaniyan & Ibitoye 2019).
Integrating oral literature into existing curriculum frameworks is another best practice. Rather than treating oral literature as an isolated or supplementary activity, teachers can weave it into the broader curriculum. This integration ensures that oral literature supports and enhances the teaching of core language skills, such as reading, writing, speaking, and listening. By aligning oral literature with curriculum objectives, educators can demonstrate its relevance and utility in achieving educational goals.
3. Providing Training and Support
           Providing adequate training and support for teachers is essential for the successful integration of oral literature into language teaching. Professional development programs can equip educators with the skills and knowledge needed to effectively incorporate oral literature into their lessons (Smith, 2002). Training can cover various aspects, including selecting appropriate materials, designing engaging activities, and assessing students' progress (Ogunyemi, 2016). Additionally, creating a supportive community of practice where teachers can share experiences, resources, and strategies can foster collaboration and innovation in using oral literature (Adesanya, 2018). By addressing the challenges and embracing best practices, educators can harness the potential of oral literature to enrich language teaching. The growing recognition of its value, coupled with targeted training and support, can transform the way oral literature is used in the classroom. As a result, students can benefit from a more dynamic, culturally relevant, and engaging language learning experience, ultimately enhancing their language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation (Olaniyan & Ibitoye, 2019).
2.7 Literature Gaps
Despite the extensive research on the role of oral literature in language teaching, several gaps remain that this study aims to address:
1. Limited Empirical Studies in Specific Cultural Contexts.
           Most existing research on oral literature’s impact on language learning has been conducted in Western or non-specific cultural contexts. There is a lack of empirical studies that explore how oral literature influences language learning in specific cultural settings, particularly in non-Western societies (Bascom, 1965).
2. Insufficient Focus on Integration Strategies.
          While the benefits of oral literature in language teaching are well-documented, there is a paucity of research on effective integration strategies. Studies often highlight the positive outcomes but do not provide detailed methodologies or frameworks for seamlessly incorporating oral literature into existing curricula (Finnegan, 2012).
3. Underexplored Longitudinal Impact.
           The long-term effects of using oral literature in language education are not well-explored. Most studies focus on immediate or short-term outcomes, leaving a gap in understanding how sustained exposure to oral literature impacts language proficiency and cultural awareness over time (Heath, 1983).
4. Neglect of Technological Integration.
           With the advent of digital learning tools, there is a significant gap in research regarding the integration of oral literature through modern technology. Investigating how digital platforms can be used to enhance the use of oral literature in language teaching remains largely unexplored (Tannen, 1982).
5. Lack of Comprehensive Evaluation Metrics.
          There is a need for more comprehensive and standardized metrics to evaluate the effectiveness of oral literature in language teaching. Current studies often use varied and non-standardized evaluation methods, making it difficult to compare results across different studies (Vygotsky, 1978)
2.8 Conclusion
           Chapter Two provides a comprehensive review of the literature on the use of oral literature in language teaching. By exploring key concepts, theories, and frameworks related to oral literature, this chapter lays the theoretical foundation for the study. The chapter also highlights the benefits of using oral literature, such as enhancing language proficiency and cultural awareness, as well as the challenges and best practices associated with its use (Bruner 1990). Overall, Chapter Two sets the stage for the empirical investigation of the use of oral literature in language teaching, providing a solid theoretical framework and guiding principles for the study. In conclusion, oral literature is a valuable resource for language teaching, offering students a unique opportunity to engage with language and culture in a meaningful way. By overcoming the challenges associated with its integration, educators can harness the power of oral literature to enhance students' language proficiency, cultural awareness, and appreciation for literature (Cummins, 2000). The literature reviewed in this chapter highlights the importance of incorporating oral literature into language teaching practices and provides valuable insights for educators and policymakers seeking to improve English language education (Gee 2004).


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
3.1	Introduction
This chapter details the research methodology employed to investigate the impact of oral literature on the teaching of English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government. It includes a comprehensive description of the research design, the study population, the sample and sampling techniques, data collection instruments, procedures, and methods of data analysis.
3.2	Research Design
          The study adopts a mixed-methods research design, which integrates both quantitative and qualitative research methods. This approach is chosen to provide a comprehensive understanding of the research problem by capturing both numerical data and detailed perceptions from participants.
Quantitative Approach: This involves the collection and analysis of numerical data. It allows for the measurement of variables and the examination of relationships between them. In this study, quantitative data is collected through questionnaires and language proficiency tests.
Qualitative Approach: This involves the collection and analysis of non-numerical data to provide deeper insights into participants' experiences and perceptions. In this study, qualitative data is collected through semi-structured interviews with teachers and students.
3.3	Research Questions
The study is guided by the following research questions, categorized into primary and secondary:
Primary Research Questions:
1. What are the current practices of using oral literature in teaching English language in selected secondary schools?
2. How do teachers and students perceive the effectiveness of using oral literature in teaching English language?
Secondary Research Questions:
1. What is the impact of using oral literature on students’ language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation?
2. What recommendations can be made for improving the integration of oral literature in the teaching of English language?
3.4	Population and Sample
3.4.1 Population: The study targets selected secondary school students in Ilorin South Local Government Area. The population for this study comprises English language teachers and students from selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area. These schools were selected based on their diverse student populations and the willingness of school administrators to participate in the study.
Teachers: The study targets English language teachers who are responsible for implementing the curriculum and incorporating oral literature into their teaching practices.
Students: The study focuses on students who are the primary beneficiaries of the educational interventions and whose language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation are being assessed.
3.4.2 Sample and Sampling Techniques
          To ensure a representative sample, the study employs a stratified random sampling technique. This method involves dividing the population into subgroups(stratum) and then randomly selecting samples from each group.
Teachers: A total of 10 English language teachers from five secondary schools are selected. This ensures a variety of teaching experiences and perspectives.
Students: A sample of 100 students, with 20 students randomly selected from each of the five schools, is chosen to represent the student population adequately.
Justification: This sample size is sufficient to provide statistically significant results while ensuring diversity in the data.
3.5	Data Collection Methods and Instruments
Multiple instruments are utilized to collect both quantitative and qualitative data, ensuring comprehensive and reliable data collection.


Qualitative Methods:
1. Interviews: Semi-structured interviews are conducted with teachers and a subset of students to gain qualitative insights into their experiences and perceptions regarding the use of oral literature in teaching. The interviews allow for open-ended responses and in-depth exploration of themes.
2. Focus Groups: Group discussions with students to explore their engagement and cultural awareness.
Quantitative Methods:
1. Surveys: Structured questionnaires are used to gather quantitative data from students. These questionnaires include sections on language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. Likert scale questions are used to assess students' attitudes and perceptions.
3.5.1 Validity and Reliability of Instruments
To ensure the validity and reliability of the data collection instruments, the following steps are taken:
1. Content Validity: The questionnaires and interview guides are reviewed by experts in education and language teaching to ensure they adequately cover the relevant content areas and align with the study's objectives.
2. Preliminary/Pilot Testing: This refers to the process of evaluating research instruments with a small sample to identify an address potential issue before full-scale implementation. A pilot study is conducted with a small sample of students and teachers to refine the instruments. Feedback from the phase is used to make necessary adjustments to the questions and format before full implementation.
3.6	Data Collection Procedures
The data collection process involves several steps to ensure systematic and ethical collection of data:
1. Permission and Consent: Permission is obtained from school authorities, and informed consent is secured from all participants. Participants are informed about the purpose of the study, their role, and their right to withdraw at any time without penalty.
2. Administration of Instruments: Questionnaires and tests are administered to students in a classroom setting to ensure consistency. Interviews with teachers and selected students are conducted in a quiet and private setting to ensure confidentiality and comfort.
3. Data Management: All collected data are securely stored and anonyms to protect participants' identities. Only the research team has access to the data, and data are stored in password-protected files.
3.7 Data Analysis Methods
The data analysis process involves both quantitative and qualitative techniques to provide a comprehensive understanding of the research findings.


Qualitative Analysis:
Thematic Analysis: Analysing interview and focus group transcripts to identify key themes and patterns
Quantitative Analysis:
Descriptive Statistics: Summarizing survey data to understand general trends.

CHAPTER FOUR
FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS
4.1	Introduction
            This chapter presents a thorough analysis of the findings from a study investigating the impact of oral literature on the teaching of the English language in selected secondary schools within Ilorin West Local Government. Utilizing a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods, the study aimed to explore how oral literature influences students’ language proficiency, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. Data were collected through questionnaires directed at students, interviews with English teachers, and focus group discussions with students, all designed to gather a comprehensive view of current practices and perceptions.
4.2	Research Instrument Overview
         The research utilized a mixed-methods approach involving a questionnaire targeting students and structured interviews and focus groups for teachers and students. The questionnaires consisted of demographic questions and scaled items focusing on language proficiency, cultural awareness, literary appreciation, and attitudes towards oral literature. Interviews provided deeper insights into teachers’ experiences and challenges, while focus groups facilitated discussions among students, allowing for a richer understanding of their perspectives.

4.3	Quantitative Findings
        Data collected from 100 student questionnaires were analyzed to reveal trends and insights into the impact of oral literature in their English classes.
Demographic Information:
i. Age Distribution: The age range of respondents showed a concentration of students between 12 and 17 years old, with the majority (75%) falling between 14 and 16 years.
ii. Gender Distribution: Of the respondents, 60% identified as female and 40% as male, suggesting a slight gender imbalance in participation.
Language Proficiency: Students were asked about their confidence in speaking English and the frequency with which they engaged with stories and poems in their classes:
i. Confidence in Speaking English: The results indicated that 40% of students felt very confident, while 30% reported feeling confident, suggesting that a significant portion of students has a positive self-perception regarding their speaking abilities.
ii. Frequency of Using Stories and Poems: An impressive 85% of students indicated that stories and poems are regularly included in their English lessons, underscoring the integration of oral literature into the curriculum.
Cultural Awareness:
Students were asked to evaluate how much stories and poems have helped them understand their culture:
i. Impact on Cultural Understanding: A noteworthy 82% of respondents indicated that stories and poems have significantly enhanced their understanding of cultural narratives, emphasizing the role of oral literature in bridging cultural gaps.
Literary Appreciation:
Students were asked about their enjoyment of stories and poems in their English classes:
i. Enjoyment of Literary Forms: About 75% expressed that they greatly enjoy using stories and poems, highlighting the positive engagement these literary forms bring to the classroom.
Attitudes and Perceptions:
Students assessed their attitudes towards the use of stories and poems in their English lessons:
i. Interest and Skill Improvement: An overwhelming 78% agreed that stories and poems make learning English more interesting, and 70% believed these literary forms helped improve their English skills. These results indicate a strong appreciation for the role of oral literature in enhancing educational experiences.
4.4	Qualitative Findings
The qualitative component of the research involved semi-structured interviews with 10 English teachers and focus group discussions with 30 students, providing deeper insights into the implementation and effects of oral literature in teaching English.

i. Engagement and Motivation:
Teachers emphasized that oral literature captivates students’ attention and motivates them to participate actively in lessons. One teacher noted, “Stories bring the lesson to life and make it relatable,” reflecting the general sentiment that oral literature creates a more engaging learning environment.
ii. Cultural Relevance:
Students discussed how oral literature connects them to their cultural heritage. A student shared, “Learning our own stories makes me feel proud of my culture,” highlighting the importance of oral narratives in fostering cultural identity and pride among students.
iii. Challenges in Implementation:
          Teachers identified several challenges they face when integrating oral literature into their teaching. Insufficient training on effective use and a lack of appropriate resources were frequently mentioned. One teacher expressed, “While we want to use more stories, sometimes we just don’t have the materials to do so effectively,” indicating a need for better support and resources for teachers.
iv. Impact on Language Skills:
Both teachers and students observed improvements in language skills attributed to engagement with oral literature. A teacher remarked, “Students who engage with stories tend to speak more confidently in class,” suggesting that oral literature not only aids comprehension but also enhances verbal expression.
4.5	Recommendations for Improvement:
Based on the interviews and focus group discussions, participants suggested several strategies for improving the use of oral literature in teaching English:
i. Training workshops: Teachers recommended regular workshops to equip them with effective strategies for incorporating oral literature into their lessons.
ii. Resource availability: Increased access to relevant stories and poems was emphasized as crucial for effective teaching. Teachers expressed a desire for curated resources that align with the curriculum.
iii. Integration across subjects: Some participants suggested integrating oral literature into other subjects to enhance its relevance and application, thereby enriching students’ overall learning experiences.
4.6	Summary of findings
          The findings from this research underscore the significant role oral literature plays in enhancing students' engagement, cultural awareness, and literary appreciation. The quantitative data corroborate qualitative insights, revealing a generally positive impact on language proficiency and cultural understanding. Although the majority of students and teachers recognize the effectiveness of oral literature, challenges related to implementation persist. The data highlight the need for improved training and resource allocation to maximize the benefits of oral literature in English language teaching.
Overall, the research illustrates that oral literature not only enriches the learning experience but also serves as a vital tool for fostering cultural identity and improving language skills among students in Ilorin West Local Government. The integration of stories and poems into English education is not merely beneficial; it is essential for cultivating a holistic and culturally responsive educational environment.
4.7	Conclusion
          The study concludes that oral literature is an invaluable asset in the teaching of English in secondary schools. By integrating oral narratives into their curricula, educators can enhance students' language proficiency, foster cultural awareness, and promote a lifelong appreciation for literature. The recommendations provided aim to address the identified challenges, ensuring that the use of oral literature continues to thrive in educational settings.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Summary of Findings
          This study investigated the impact of oral literature on the teaching of the English language in selected secondary schools within Ilorin West Local Government. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach, data were collected through questionnaires, interviews, and focus group discussions involving students and teachers. The findings highlight several key areas:
1. Integration of Oral Literature: The majority of students reported that stories and poems are regularly incorporated into their English lessons, indicating a commitment among educators to utilize oral literature as an instructional tool. However, while 85% of students affirmed this incorporation, only 40% of teachers reported feeling fully equipped to use these materials effectively.
2. Student Engagement and Enjoyment: A significant portion of students (70%) expressed enjoyment in learning through oral literature, indicating that these literary forms positively affect their engagement and motivation. Furthermore, 78% believed that stories and poems make learning English more interesting.
3. Cultural Awareness: The study found that oral literature plays a critical role in enhancing students' understanding of their cultural heritage. A majority (82%) of students felt that engaging with these narratives increased their knowledge of cultural narratives, contributing to their identity formation.
4. Language Proficiency: Quantitative findings revealed that 60% of students noted improvements in their speaking and listening skills due to the inclusion of oral literature, suggesting that these stories serve as effective tools for language acquisition.
5. Challenges in Implementation: Despite the positive feedback, several challenges were identified, including a lack of resources and insufficient training for teachers on integrating oral literature into their teaching practices. This indicates a need for systemic support to enhance the effectiveness of oral literature in classrooms.
5.2	Conclusion
            The findings of this research demonstrate that oral literature is a valuable component in the teaching of English, providing multiple benefits such as increased student engagement, enhanced cultural awareness, and improved language proficiency. The positive perceptions of both students and teachers highlight the potential of oral literature to enrich the educational experience and foster a deeper connection to cultural identities. However, the challenges faced in implementing these practices suggest that without adequate support, the benefits of oral literature may not be fully realized.
In conclusion, integrating oral literature into the English curriculum is not just a pedagogical strategy but a necessary approach to developing well-rounded students who appreciate their cultural heritage and possess strong language skills. This study emphasizes the need for ongoing support and development in the use of oral literature to ensure its sustained impact on English language teaching.
5.3	Implications of the Study
The strong correlation between teacher qualifications and student performance suggests a need for policy reforms in teacher recruitment, retention, and professional development. Policymakers should consider implementing stricter qualification requirements for English teachers and providing incentives for teachers to pursue advanced degrees or specialized certifications in English language instruction.
Schools and educational institutions should prioritize allocating resources towards enhancing teacher qualifications. This could involve funding for advanced degree programs, specialized training workshops, and ongoing professional development opportunities for English teachers. The potential return on investment in terms of improved student outcomes could justify the increased expenditure in this area.
Universities and teacher training institutions should review and potentially revise their curricula for English language teachers. The study's findings imply that more rigorous and comprehensive teacher preparation programs could lead to better-qualified teachers and, consequently, improved student performance. This may include increased emphasis on subject matter expertise, pedagogical skills, and practical teaching experience.
The study's results suggest that teacher qualifications should be considered as a key metric in evaluating school performance and teacher effectiveness. Education departments and school administrators might consider incorporating teacher qualification levels into their assessment frameworks, alongside other factors such as student test scores and classroom observations.
While the study focuses on teacher qualifications, it also highlights the need for comprehensive student support systems. Schools should consider how to leverage the expertise of highly qualified teachers to develop more effective tutoring programs, remedial classes, and advanced learning opportunities for students at various proficiency levels in English.
The implications of this study extend beyond English language instruction. It opens avenues for similar investigations in other subject areas to determine if the relationship between teacher qualifications and student performance is consistent across disciplines. This could lead to a more holistic understanding of the impact of teacher qualifications on overall educational outcomes and inform broader educational strategies.
5.4	Recommendations
          Based on the findings and conclusions drawn from this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance the effectiveness of oral literature in the teaching of English:
1. Professional Development for Teachers: Schools should implement regular training workshops for English teachers focused on effective strategies for incorporating oral literature into their lessons. These workshops can provide teachers with the skills and confidence needed to utilize oral narratives effectively.
2. Resource Allocation: Educational authorities should prioritize the provision of resources, including a diverse range of stories and poems that reflect the cultural backgrounds of students. This will facilitate the integration of oral literature into the curriculum and help teachers deliver more engaging lessons.
3. Curriculum Integration: Oral literature should be explicitly included in the English language curriculum. This integration should not be limited to English classes alone but should extend to other subjects, fostering cross-disciplinary connections and enhancing students' overall learning experiences.
4. Collaboration with Cultural Institutions: Schools could collaborate with local cultural organizations and storytellers to provide students with firsthand experiences of oral literature. This could include guest lectures, storytelling sessions, and workshops that expose students to the richness of their cultural narratives.
5. Continuous Assessment and Feedback: Implementing a system for continuous assessment and feedback regarding the use of oral literature in classrooms will help identify best practices and areas for improvement. This feedback loop can guide future teaching strategies and resource allocation.
6. Encouraging Student Participation: Schools should create opportunities for students to participate actively in the creation and sharing of oral literature. This could involve organizing storytelling competitions, poetry readings, and other creative activities that encourage students to engage with their cultural heritage.
By adopting these recommendations, educational stakeholders can significantly enhance the role of oral literature in teaching English, ultimately fostering a more engaging, culturally relevant, and effective learning environment for students.
5.5 Limitations of the Study
         Several limitations may affect the outcomes of this study. One limitation is the limited access to schools and participants. Due to logistical constraints, the study may not be able to include a large number of schools or participants, which could limit the generalizability of the findings. Additionally, there is a potential for bias in responses, as participants may provide socially desirable responses or may not accurately represent their true experiences and opinions. Another limitation is the constraints in time and resources for data collection and analysis. The study may be limited in its ability to conduct extensive data collection or analysis, which could affect the depth and breadth of the findings. Additionally, the study may be limited in its ability to explore certain aspects of the use of oral literature in language teaching due to these constraints. Despite these limitations, the study aims to provide valuable insights into the use of oral literature in the teaching of English language in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government. By acknowledging these limitations, the study seeks to provide a transparent and balanced assessment of its findings.
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APPENDIX
EKITI STATE UNVERSITY AFFILIATED WITH KWARA STATE OF COLLEGE, ILORIN
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
INVESTIGATING THE IMPACT OF ORAL LITERATURE ON THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT
            Dear respondent, this questionnaire is designed to collect data for a research purpose only, kindly respond to all the items sincerely as they apply to you; there is no right, or wrong answers and your responses will be treated with utmost confidentiality. If you wish to continue, please kindly append your signature on this dotted line ...................
Section 1: Demographic Information
Kindly tick(   ) the appropriate column as applicable to you.
1. Age:
Under 12 (   )	12-14(   )		15-17(   )	18 and above(   )
2. Gender:
Male(   )				Female(   )
3. School: [Write the name of your school]

4. Class/Grade:
JSS1(   )	JSS2(   )	JSS3(   )	SS1(   )	SS2(   )	SS3(   )
Section 2: 
Instructions: Please select the option that best describes your answer.
Language Proficiency.
1. How confident are you in speaking English?
Very Confident(   )	  Confident(   )  Neutral(   )   Not Confident(   )  
Not Confident at All(   )
2. How often do you use stories and poems in your English classes?
Always (   )	Often(   )	Sometimes(   )	Rarely(   )	Never(   )
Cultural Awareness
3. How much have stories and poems in class helped you understand your culture?
A lot (   )	Somewhat(   )	A little(   )	Not at all(   )
Literary Appreciation
4. How much do you enjoy using stories and poems in your English classes?
 Very Much(   )      Quite a Bit(   )     Neutral(   )      Not Much(   )   Not at All(   )
Attitudes and Perceptions
Do you agree with these statements about using stories and poems in your English classes?
5. Stories and poems make learning English more interesting.
Strongly Agree(   )	Agree(   )	Neutral(   )	Disagree(   )	Strongly Disagree(   )
6. Stories and poems help improve my English skills.
Strongly Agree(   )	Agree(   )	Neutral(   )	Disagree(   )  Strongly Disagree(   )
Interview Questions for Teachers
Instructions: Please answer these questions during your interview.
1. How do you use stories and poems in your English teaching?
2. What benefits do you see for students using stories and poems?
3. What challenges do you face when using stories and poems?
4. How do students respond to using stories and poems in their lessons?
5. What impact do you think stories and poems have on students' English skills, cultural understanding, and interest in literature?
6. What suggestions do you have for improving the use of stories and poems in teaching English?
Focus Group Questions for Students
Instructions: Please discuss these questions in your group.
1. Do you like using stories and poems in your English classes? Why or why not?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Can you share a time when a story or poem helped you understand something better?.
3. Should we use more or fewer stories and poems in English classes? Why?
4. How do stories and poems help you learn about your culture?
5. How can we make using stories and poems in class better?
