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ABSTRACT
The research work embarked on comparative study on the effect of early marriage on male and female students of English in College of Education, Ilorin. Specially, the study was designed to find out the significant differences that exist in the perception of the male and female students, parents, family type and religion affiliation of the respondents. Data for the study were collected through a questionnaire, also the item by item analysis was done according to the mode of response to the questionnaire items e.g. SA, A, D and SD. Based on the findings, There is significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students. Based on the findings, it was revealed that there is significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in English in College of Education.  There is significant difference between the Christian students perception and the Muslim students perception on early marriage. There is significant relationship between the perception of male adolescent students and perception of female adolescent students on early marriage. Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made among others that schools on their own must employ qualified counselors to help inculcate the implications of early marriages on education of the young ones. Counseling services should be extended to non-school setting to help parents eradicate the notion or superstition of early marriage among their children especially the females The government through the services of health education practitioners should constantly enlighten the public especially at the rural areas about the dangers of encouraging early marriage among the female children.
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CHAPTER ONE
 INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study 
	Marriage is a socially recognised union or legal contract between spouses that established rights and obligations between them, and their children, and between them and their in-laws which can also be called matrimony or wedlock.
	Early marriage is defined as any marriage carried out below the age of 18 years before the girl or boy is physically, physiologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and childbearing (Sibanda, 2019). 
Early Marriage is also defined as the union of both parties younger than 18 years of age. The declaration of human rights recognizes the right to free and full consent to a marriage, acknowledging that consent cannot be "free and full" when one of the individuals involved is not sufficiently mature to make an informed decision about a life partner.
Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood among female students and to male students, it leads to early fatherhood as they start taking responsibility for the girl they impregnate and for the baby, which can adversely affects the education of both male and female in schools.
Early marriage represents one of the greatest challenges of girl-child education in our time. It has considerable implications for social development of child prides, in terms of low levels of education, poor health and lack of personal autonomy. It constitutes a violation of the rights of the girls who are forced to marry early and it profoundly affects their life through substantially lower education prospects. In addition, Nguyen & Wodon (2012) also show that if a child is appropriately married, early pregnancies could be eliminated, this could potentially reduce the problem of gender gap in education.
According to United Nations (2016) in Bayisenge (2020) early marriage also known as child marriage is defined as any legal marriage or cohabitation between two parties in which one or both parties is or are below the age of 18 years. However, in sub Africa region, the issue of early marriage is common with females who are not physically, physiologically and psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage and child bearing. According to Elujekwute (2011) child marriage involves either one or both spouses being children and may take place with or without formal registration and under civil, religion or customary laws. Phinney (2018) observes that marriage is primarily meant for people who attained the age of 18 years and above and are physically, socially and psychologically mature, capable of handling social and economic situations. International Centre for Research on Woman (ICRW, 2010) reports that early marriage has many negative consequences both for teenage girls and boys as well as the society in which they live, ranging from educational stagnation, poverty, health care to maternal mortality and among others. 

Elujekwute further maintains that early marriage is a violation of human rights in general and of girl’s rights in particular. For both girls and boys, early marriage has profound physical, emotional, intellectual and psychological impacts on their development. This hinders effective and efficient educational development and productive opportunities of individuals for national growth and development, Bunch (2018) states that marriage at early age of one’s life conflict with ones academic pursuit. Therefore, married women are bound to achieve less in education or not to continue with formal education. Marriage during the teenages is common in Northern part of Nigeria. Despite national laws and international agreements forbidding early marriage, this phenomenon still persist in many parts of Nigeria particularly in the North-Central, Nigeria, where there is a strong tie to traditional and religious practices. According to Wegh (2019) early marriage is more common in the northern parts of Nigeria where many parents prefer to give away their daughters at a very young age for cultural and economic reasons. This has increased the rate of illiteracy and poverty among females in North-Central, Nigeria and society at large. 
Omotayo (2015) states that, girls who have dropped out of school or not been enrolled in the first place are likely to be pushed into early marriage and usually prevents them from starting or resuming their education. Bayisenge (2015) states that early marriage is due to various factors such as, the search for economic survival, protection of young girl, peer group and family pressures, sexuality, wars, civil conflicts, socio-cultural, religious values and controlling female behavior among others. It is a violation of girls humans rights as it deprives her from freedom, opportunity for personal development and other rights in the society. 
This practice stands in direct conflict with the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS) such as the promotion of basic education, fight against poverty, the prevention of HIV/AIDS and reduction of maternal mortality rate (UNICEF, 2015). Bunch (2018) reports that the widespread practice of child marriage makes it increasingly difficult for families to escape poverty in the developing world due to low income, thereby undermining critical international efforts to fight illiteracy, HIV/AIDS and other development challenges. Samara (2018) states that women who marry at a young age are likely to find the motherhood a role focus of their lives at the expense of formal education development and training for employment. Samara further observes that early marriage exposes girl-child to many social and economic challenges such a divorce, prostitution among others. Early marriage inevitably denies children of school age their right to the education; they need for their personal development, preparation for adulthood and contribution to the future wellbeing of their family and the society. 
Elujekwute (2011) observes that indiscipline among female students is what makes most parents in Nigeria to give preference to early marriage than girl child education Elujekwute further states that right from secondary school level; most of female students begin to have sex with male counterparts, teachers and other people in the community. Consequently, this immoral behavior results to unwanted pregnancy and early marriage or contacting sexual transmitted diseases (STD). According to Landis (2015) most young girls abandon education and rush into marriage because of the inability of their family to sponsor their education while some are as a result of getting unwanted pregnancy, sometimes due to high level of poverty most female students who drop out of school for marriage belief or are convinced that they will continue with formal education latter in life. However, Elujekwute (2011) states that female child education after marriage is dependent on the sympathy of the husband. Many husbands are adamant in training or sending their wives to school either because of economic, social, cultural factors or among others. Elujekwute further remarks that even fortunate women who had the opportunity find it difficult to combine academic work with marital or domestic challenges.
This study therefore seeks to make comparison between the effects of early marriage on male and female students of English in college of education, Ilorin.
Statement of the Problem
Early marriage is a symbol of poor orientation. Throughout the world, marriage is regarded as a moment of celebration and milestone in one’s life. Sadly, the practice of early marriage involves the deprivation of fundamental human rights. 
Some male and female are coerced into marriage, while others are too tender to make an informed decision. Premature marriage deprives them of the opportunity for personal development as well as their rights to full reproductive health, wellbeing, education and participation in civil life. 
Early marriage often disrupts educational trajectories, leading to higher dropout rates and lower academic achievement. For female students, early marriage frequently results in limited access to education due to increased domestic responsibilities, early pregnancies, and societal expectations to prioritize family over personal educational goals. These factors can severely curtail their opportunities for higher education and professional advancement.
Conversely, male students who enter into early marriage may face different challenges. While societal norms often allow them to continue their education, the added financial pressures and responsibilities of supporting a family can detract from their academic focus and performance. Understanding these nuanced differences is crucial for developing targeted interventions that can mitigate the adverse effects of early marriage on both genders.
However, early marriage poses great threat to the academic performance of students coerced into it. Therefore, this study tends to carry out a comparative study on the effects of early marriage on male and female students in English department in college of education, Ilorin. 


Objectives of the Study 
	The main objective of the study is to carry out a comparative study on the effects of early marriage on male and female students of English in College of Education, Ilorin. The specific objective of the study is to: 
· find out the relationship between early marriage and academic performance of male and female students in English Department in College of Education, Ilorin
· find out the relationship between early marriage and drop-out of students in English Department in College of Education Ilorin
· find out religions perception on early marriage 
· find out the perception of male and female students on early marriage 
Research Questions
	The following research questions are developed to help the objectives of the study 
1. Is there any relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students in English Department in College of Education, Ilorin?
2. Is there any relationship between early marriage and drop-out of male and female students in English department in college of education, Ilorin?
3. Is there any relationship between Christian perception and Muslim Perception on early marriage?
4. Is there any relationship between the perception of male students and female students on early marriage in English Department in College of Education, Ilorin?
Research Hypotheses
H01: 	There is no significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of students.
H02: 	There is no significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in college of education.
H03: 	There is no significant relationship between the Christian students perception and the Muslim students perception on early marriage.
H04: 	There is no significant relationship between the perception of male student and perception of female student on early marriage.
Significance of the Study 
This study, through its findings, is of immense benefits in the following areas: both male and female students will gain from this study by learning that education is the only way to achieving greater goals in life, and this will help them in correcting the ideas of marriying too early which they learnt from their parents and through listening to religious leaders teaching on early marriage. 
Parents will gain a lot from this study as it will enlighten them to teach their children the effects early marriage has on their academics and goals in life.  Government, both the Federal, State and Local levels will gain from this study by realizing from this study that funds, higher access to education, poverty easing programmes should be made available for everybody at all levels. 
Educators, educational planners, the general public will gain from this study by learning that girls are in no way inferior to men, they also gain by learning how to educate, guide and counsel girls in carrier choices of educational courses.
Scope of the Study 
	The scope of the study is to carry out a comparative study on the effect of early marriage on male and female students of English department. Both male and female students will be used in this study because both male and female are coerced into early marriage. The target populations for this study are students from English Department in College of Education, Ilorin. 
Operational Definition of Terms 
Effect: refer to the consequences or outcomes resulting from a specific event or action. In this study, the effects of early marriage encompass the various academic, psychological, social, and economic impacts on students who marry early, focusing on how these impacts differ between males and females. 
Marriage: It is referred to as a mutual concept between matured man and woman to become husband and wife and also a union between a man and a woman to become husband and wife.
Early Marriage: Early marriage or child marriage is defined as the union between two people in which one or both parties are younger than 18 years of age.
Academic Performance: Academic performance is the outcome of education, the point to which a student, teacher or institution has achieved their educational goals. Academic performance is commonly measured by examinations or continuous assessment but there is no general agreement on how it is best tested or which aspects are more important.
Comparative Study: A comparative study is a research methodology that involves comparing two or more groups or variables to identify similarities and differences. In the context of this topic, it refers to examining and contrasting the effects of early marriage on male and female students to draw meaningful conclusions about how each gender is differently impacted
Male Students: Male students refer to boys or young men who are enrolled in an educational institution and are under the age of 18. This term highlights the demographic group that the study will focus on to understand how early marriage affects their educational and personal development.
Female Students: Female students refer to girls or young women who are enrolled in an educational institution and are under the age of 18. This term focuses on the demographic group that will be analyzed to determine the specific challenges and impacts they face due to early marriage.
Educational Attainment: Educational attainment refers to the highest level of education that an individual has completed. This term is crucial in assessing how early marriage affects the academic progress and eventual educational qualifications of male and female students.
Psychosocial Effects: Psychosocial effects encompass the psychological and social consequences that individuals experience. For students, this can include impacts on mental health, self-esteem, social relationships, and integration within the school environment, all of which may be influenced by early marriage.
Human Rights Violation: A human rights violation occurs when the fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals are infringed upon. Early marriage is considered a human rights violation because it compromises the health, education, and autonomy of young individuals, particularly girls.



CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	This chapter deals with the review of related literature on the current study title “comparative study of the effects of early marriage on male and female students”. In this chapter, the following sub-headings will be discussed;
· Concept of Marriage 
· Concept of Early Marriage
· Causes of Early Marriage
· Effect of Early Marriage on Students Academic Performance
· Consequences of Early Marriage
· Ways of Curbing Scourge of Early Marriage on Educational Development of Students 
· Appraisal of Reviewed Literature 
Concept of Marriage 
	Marriage is an institution which came to being with creation of man. When God created man, he immediately created the institution of marriage by creating for him a woman to serve as partner (helper) (Obiadi, 2018). Marriage, an old tradition in the history of mankind, has a basic ceremony which ushers in the responsibility of procreation in the life of human beings. This involves the integral union of man and woman forever as one. 
	Historically, marriage has been seen as both a personal relationship and an institutional arrangement. It has varied widely across cultures and eras, encompassing diverse practices such as polygamy, monogamy, and arranged marriages (Coontz, 2015). The concept of marriage is deeply embedded in cultural norms and values. In many cultures, marriage is not just a union of two individuals but a bonding of families and communities, often accompanied by elaborate rituals and ceremonies that symbolize the transition into a new phase of life (Geertz, 2019).
	In other words, marriage is considered to be a legal union of man and a woman as husband and wife. It is a means by which a man and woman come together to form a union for the purpose of procreation (Elujekwute, 2011). This is culturally approved relationship of couples in which there is cultural endorsement of sexual relationship between the married partners and it is a system by which a society recognizes the right of a man and woman to live together and have sexual relationship. In the same vein, marriage is the dovetailed of relationship between a man and woman who have willingly, intentionally and voluntarily accepted to come and stay together for the prime purpose of procreation. The two people of opposite sexual creation agree and come to a compromise to come and stay together to cater for each other as well as the possible offspring’s that are likely to arise from that relationship. Generally, that expectation that children will be born in the relationship between husband and wife make the beginning of family creation. 
According to Obiadi (2018) marriage is a system by which a society recognizes the right of a man and woman to live together and have a stable sexual relationship. It can be categorically explained as a cultural, social and religious institution which gives a woman, conformed by some kind of ceremony or public to establish the union and sets it against in irregular sexual relationship. There are three type of marriage namely polygamy which entails the union of one man to several women at same time, monogamy the union of one man to one woman and polyandry – the union of one woman to several men. 
Legally, marriage confers numerous rights and responsibilities, including property rights, inheritance rights, and parental responsibilities. Legal definitions and regulations of marriage vary significantly by country, influencing who can marry, the age at which individuals can marry, and the recognition of different types of marriages (Grossman & Friedman, 2011). 
Economically, marriage has been traditionally viewed as a means of consolidating wealth and resources. Historically, marriages were often arranged to form alliances and strengthen economic ties between families, and even today, financial stability is a significant consideration in marital unions (Becker, 2019).
Psychologically, marriage provides emotional support, companionship, and intimacy. The quality of marital relationships significantly impacts mental health and well-being, with strong, supportive marriages associated with better psychological outcomes (Myers, 2020).
From a sociological standpoint, marriage is seen as a social institution that regulates sexual behavior, ensures the legitimacy of offspring, and provides a stable environment for raising children. It reflects and reinforces social norms and values regarding family and gender roles (Giddens, 2019).
Traditional gender roles within marriage have evolved, particularly in Western societies. Historically, marriage often implied a patriarchal structure where men were the primary breadwinners and women were responsible for domestic duties. Modern perspectives advocate for more egalitarian relationships where both partners share responsibilities more equally (Bianchi et al., 2020).
In contemporary societies, the norms surrounding marriage are shifting. There is a growing acceptance of diverse forms of partnerships, including same-sex marriages, cohabitation without marriage, and single-parent families. These changes reflect broader societal shifts towards greater inclusivity and recognition of individual choices (Cherlin, 2020).
Religion has a profound influence on the concept and practices of marriage. Many religions prescribe specific marital practices and rituals, and view marriage as a sacred covenant. Religious beliefs often shape attitudes toward marriage, divorce, and gender roles within marriage (Esposito, Fasching, & Lewis, 2019). Research indicates that marriage has significant health benefits. Married individuals often enjoy better physical health and longevity compared to their unmarried counterparts. This is attributed to factors such as mutual support, economic advantages, and healthier lifestyles (Umberson & Montez, 2010).
The dissolution of marriage, through divorce or separation, has complex social, emotional, and economic implications. Divorce rates have risen in many parts of the world, reflecting changes in social attitudes and the increasing emphasis on individual fulfillment within marital relationships (Amato, 2010).	The institution of marriage is closely linked to child-rearing practices. Married couples typically provide a structured environment for raising children, with shared responsibilities and resources that support child development. However, the rise of single-parent and non-traditional families is reshaping these dynamics (McLanahan & Sandefur, 2019).
Globally, the concept of marriage varies significantly. In some cultures, marriage is still predominantly arranged by families, while in others, individuals have more freedom to choose their partners. These differences are influenced by economic, social, and cultural factors, highlighting the diversity of marital practices around the world (Therborn, 2014).
Looking to the future, marriage as an institution continues to evolve. Trends such as increasing age at first marriage, greater acceptance of non-traditional family structures, and the influence of technology on dating and relationships are likely to shape the future landscape of marriage. These trends reflect ongoing changes in societal values and norms (Wilcox & Marquardt, 2010).
Concept of Early Marriage
Historically, early marriage has been practiced across different cultures and societies for various reasons, including economic transactions, alliance building, and preservation of family honor. In many communities, marrying off children, especially girls, is seen as a way to ensure their economic and social security (Walker, 2012).
Early marriage, often referred to as child marriage, is defined as a formal or informal union where one or both parties are below the age of 18. This practice is prevalent in various parts of the world, particularly in regions with strong socio-cultural traditions that endorse early unions (UNICEF, 2021).
Early marriage impairs the realization and enjoyment of virtually every one of his/her right. According to Tilak (2015), the imposition of marriage partner on a girl-child deprives her of freedom, opportunity for personal development and other rights including health, education and well-being. Early marriage is seen differently by different people. It is relative to people and places. Marriage which is considered early here might be an ideal age in other part of the world. To Onuoha (2019) early marriage is a situation where female children are given away in an unripe age by their parents to enable their bride price to be used for the education or training of the male children.
According to Mavis (2019), early marriage is the type of marriage between two people who are below marriageable age, usually agreed for them by their parents. It is a marriage between young girls and older men. Early marriage is the marriage between spouses when both or the lady spouse is no mature enough to appreciate the essence of marriage. Adebayo (2015), asserted that early marriage mostly affects a girl child badly. The mostly fundament right of a girl child to survive, to develop are undermined. She is left out with little or no opportunity to influence her own life (Sadik, 2015). 
Lewis (2018), highlighted that although most marriages today are structured on monogamy where one man marries one woman. In certain societies where traditional, Jewish, Islamic religion and customs are practiced, men are allowed to take as many as four wives. It is an institution where the two individuals have “chosen” to bound themselves by marriage are expected to leave together until death. Hence, the idea of child marriages sees the girl child married off to their husbands by their parents without her choice. Invariably, it can in some cases be referred to as “forced marriage”. This therefore makes these girls become sexually active as early as 10 years and in the case of Nigeria is commonly found in North-West and North-East of Nigeria. 
The prevalence of early marriage is influenced by multiple factors such as poverty, lack of education, and cultural norms. Families living in poverty may view early marriage as a financial strategy, reducing the economic burden by transferring responsibility for a daughter’s care to her husband (UNFPA, 2012). Psychological and emotional consequences are also prevalent among those in early marriages. Young brides often face isolation, depression, and reduced autonomy, as they are thrust into adult roles and responsibilities before they are emotionally ready (Gage, 2013).
Cultural and religious traditions play a significant role in perpetuating early marriage. In some societies, early marriage is deeply rooted in customs that value virginity and perceive marriage as a means to protect girls from pre-marital sexual activity and ensure family honor (Jain & Kurz, 2007). The legal frameworks regarding the minimum age of marriage vary significantly across countries and regions, often reflecting the local socio-cultural context. Despite international agreements like the Convention on the Rights of the Child advocating for a minimum marriage age of 18, many countries still have lower legal thresholds or exceptions with parental consent (UNICEF, 2018).
Early marriage has profound implications for the health and well-being of young individuals, particularly girls. It is associated with higher risks of complications during pregnancy and childbirth, given that the bodies of young brides are often not fully developed for motherhood (WHO, 2014). 
Early marriage can lead to increased exposure to domestic violence. Young brides are at a heightened risk of experiencing physical, sexual, and emotional abuse within the marital home, exacerbating their vulnerability and impacting their mental health (Kidman, 2017). The economic impact of early marriage extends beyond the individuals involved to affect entire communities and economies. By limiting education and employment opportunities for young women, early marriage contributes to reduced economic productivity and broader societal inequality (Parsons et al., 2015). 
Efforts to combat early marriage involve a multifaceted approach, including legal reforms, educational initiatives, and community engagement. Raising the legal age of marriage, promoting girls’ education, and challenging cultural norms are essential strategies to reduce the incidence of early marriage (ICRW, 2011). Community-based programs that engage local leaders, parents, and young people in dialogue about the harms of early marriage have shown promise in shifting attitudes and reducing rates of early marriage. Such programs often emphasize the benefits of delayed marriage and continued education (Malhotra et al., 2011).
International organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a crucial role in advocating against early marriage. Campaigns and initiatives by entities like UNICEF, UNFPA, and Girls Not Brides have raised awareness and mobilized resources to address this issue globally (UNFPA, 2012).  Education is a powerful tool in preventing early marriage. Studies have shown that girls who stay in school are less likely to marry early, highlighting the importance of ensuring access to quality education for all children, particularly girls in high-risk regions (Wodon et al., 2018).
The fight against early marriage requires sustained effort and collaboration among governments, civil society, and international bodies. By addressing the root causes and providing support for those at risk, we can work towards a future where all young people have the opportunity to achieve their full potential free from the constraints of early marriage (UNICEF, 2021). 
Causes of Early Marriage	
	Early marriage is caused by several reasons. However, some of the reasons includes:
(a) Financial uncertainty: Financial uncertainty is a critical contributing factor to early marriage. In the sense that, where the parents of the child are faced with acute uncertainty of finances, often, young girls may be seen as expensive and a burden. This can lead to the parents marrying her off to an older man at a very young age. In traditional African societies, the bride’s family may receive cattle from the family of the groom. Furthermore poor families tend to marry off their girls at the same time with a view to reducing the expenses of marriage ceremonies (Odozor, 2013). 
The early marriage is believed to have been caused by many factors, according to International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF, 2010) poverty is one of major factor contributing to early marriage in Nigeria, where poverty is acute, a young girl may be regarded as an economic burden and her marriage to a much older sometimes even elderly man, one of the practice very common in the Northern parts of Nigeria, is a family survival strategy and may even be seen as in her interest. Traditionally, the bride’s family may receive cattle from the groom or the groom’s family as the bride price for the daughter. Economic support is also another factors contributing to early marriage in the Northern parts of Nigeria, for instance to give out the girl child of any age to marriage on search for economic survival of the family, some families used the bride price money to train male children with the belief that they are the ones to take over the affairs of their family. This practice allowed some female children to get married without primary education or after primary school. Also only those who have no suitor will proceed to secondary school, even sometimes without financial support of their father. 
According to Odozor (2013), traditional perception of woman in Northern parts of Nigeria in particular generally affects the level of attention given to girl child education, often times emphasis is laid on educating their male counterparts. Njokwu (2013) observes that high rate of poverty in the society has deprived many children their right to acquire quality education and other benefits as citizens of the country. Njoku further maintains that socio-economic background of female students; lack of money to pay school fees and affordable educational needs as well as the basic needs of live in the family contributed significantly to the early marriage among female students in senior secondary schools in Northern parts of Nigeria. This is one of the reasons why many young female students drop out of school, jumped into early marriage and could not continue with education but found hawking along streets and open places to earn a living. Low income to cater for the demand of family needs in the Northern parts of Nigeria, influenced many parents/guardians to abet female students in early marriage
(b) Cultural Expectation: As a result of cultural expectation, young girls are mostly lured into early marriages in order to fit into the expectations of their community. Njoku (2013) opines that societal expectation pressure parents to allow their girls under the age of 18 years because of prestige. As failure to confirm with these expectations can lead to ridicule and disapproval. 
Cultural values are other causes of early marriage in Northern parts of Nigeria. The traditional perception of women in the Northern Nigeria affects the girl child education. Alabi (2013) states that economic purpose has no significant contribution to predict early marriage among female students in the Senior Secondary Schools. In other hand, many parents or guidance are ready and willing to sacrifice their resources for girl child education in North-Central State Nigeria. 
However, according to Elujekwute (2011) many ethnic groups in North-Central, Nigeria and Nigeria in general are fast moving away from their cultural norms, believe and practices to embrace westernization for meaningful growth and development. In another development, according to Wegh (2013) it is the cultural of Tiv and Hausa people for instance that give out their girls child of any age to marriage for economic support of the family. Some families used the money to train male children with the belief that they are the ones to take over the affairs of their family. These practices allowed some female children to get married without primary education or after primary school. Udeozor (2014) states that traditional perception of women in Nigeria affects the level of attention given to girl child education, but emphasis is laid on educating their male counterpart.
(c) Religious Belief: Religious beliefs have played a key role in girl-child marriage, as some religious beliefs do not condemn marriage to under aged girls and this has thereby encouraged the perpetuation of such acts. In addition, as a result of religious expectations, parents force their daughters to marry who they get pregnant for.
(d) Family alliances: Marriage is a union between two families and some parents lure their girl-child’s into marriage in order to consolidate family alliances. According to a report by UNIFPA, some marriages in Africa and Asia are seen as a means of strengthening the relationships between families or settling disputes. According to a report by Ifedi (2016) in some cases the children are betrothed even before birth.
(e) Kidnapping: The rising case of insecurity in Africa, particularly Nigeria has seen the rise of kidnapping and other criminal vices. These include young girls being kidnapped on their way to school or at school premises and thereafter forced into marriage by their captives. The case of abduction and eventual forceful marriage and impregnation of some of the Chibok girls in the Northern part of Nigeria is a typical example of this. The Chibok girls were kidnapped on the night of April 14, 2014, from the Government Secondary School in the town of Chibok, Borno State, Nigeria. This event was perpetrated by the militant Islamist group Boko Haram and involved the abduction of 276 female students, which sparked international outrage and a global campaign for their release.
(f) Traditional practice: A number of traditional practices contribute to early girl-child marriage for instance, practices such as female genital circumcision (FGC) where part of all of the female genital is removed for cultural reason 
(g) Limited educational attainment of parents: Africa is continent that is still developing and as such most countries have a significant population that lack educational qualification and form of training. This therefore exposes them to a lot societal superstitions and misinterpretations of marriage. As a result, this makes them gullible to any superstition or misconceptions that have been passed down from generation to generation regarding early-child marriage. According to Lewis (2016), the education of parents greatly affects the timing and type of union. It is believed that the process improves the health of the girl child, hygiene, prospects of marriage and fertility.
(h) Ignorance: One of the significant causes of early marriage is ignorance on the part of the parents. Ignorance in the sense that some parents have the opinion that their daughters are safer when they are married off early so as to prevent sexual attacks and violence.
(i) Community pressure: The pressure girls face as a result of their status in the society contributes to early marriage. A study carried out by UN in 2004, established that women are regarded as inferior in African and Asian societies. Lewis (2016) posits that girls are seen as burdens because of the fact that they will eventually get married into another family as such they prefer to educate their boys and marry off their girl child at an early age. 
(j) Control of unintended pregnancy: Most societies in Africa and Asia frown against pregnancy prior to marriage. As such, most families seek to marry off their girl child before they get pregnant outside marriage. A report by UNICEF established that unmarried girls are seen as liability to the honor of the family and in order to guarantee chastity and virginity of the bride they are married off early to avoid dishonoring the family.
(k) Limited or no access to health information services: This is a serious contributory factor to the continuous practice of early girl-child marriage. This is because parents who engage in this practice are not fully abreast with the consequences of early girl-child marriage on their daughter. These include confinement to household roles, sexual abuse, discontinuation of education, exposure to maternal death, Vesico-Virginal Fistulae (VVF) and sexually transmitted diseases. According a report by WHO in 2018, adolescent mothers aged between 10 to 19 have a higher likelihood of experiencing pregnancy seizures, systematic infections as well as puerperal endometritis (infection of the lining of the uterus that occurs after childbirth) when compared to older mothers.  
(l) Indiscipline: The term discipline is defined by Trumers (2018) as respect for rule of law, school rules and regulations as well the maintenance of an established standard of behavior. This implies self-control, restraint, respect for oneself and among others. A behavior that contradicts the above becomes indiscipline, disobeying or going contrary to normal behavior. Zubaida (2019) states that indiscipline is major problem among female students in North Central, Nigeria, Zubaida further maintains that indiscipline behavior among female students in senior secondary schools results from a combination of factors that are intrinsic and extrinsic. 
Most young girls abandon education and rush into marriage because of the inability of their family to sponsor their education while some is as a result of immoral behaviors (unwanted pregnancy). Due to high level of poverty, most female students who drop out of school for marriage believe or are convinced that they will continue with their formal education latter in life. Nevertheless, indiscipline among female students also contributes significantly to the cause of early marriage in the North-Central, Nigeria. Bayisenge (2015) states that female students who lack moral virtues engaged in premarital sex and become victim of early marriage as a result of unwanted pregnancy. Most of these female students who could not marry either carry out abortion which claims their lives or drop out of school to nurse their babies. This has jeopardized opportunities of many young girls to acquire higher education in Nigeria. According to Lucky (2015) effects of premarital sex among female students in the North-Central, Nigeria and 60% young girls below 18 years are into commercial sex without acquiring secondary education. Lucky further maintains that this is common among girls who are from single parenthood or low income family background
Effect of Early Marriage on Educational Development of Students
	The academic performance of any child is influenced by prevailing social economic, political, and cultural and environment in which they find themselves. All these factors affect significantly a child’s behavior as well as academic development. Many students find themselves involved in marriage at a very tender age, this specifically affect the life of (female) students when involved. According to Elujekwute (2011) many husband are apprehensive in sending their wives to school on the fear of loss of control over them on their attainment of higher educational levels. This has made wives in their homes to be reduced in status to mere housewives. 
United Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF, 2012) reports that early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impact, cutting of educational opportunity and chances of personal growth to educational development of female child. This report also notes that early marriage has implications for well-being of families and for society at large, where girls are uneducated and ill-prepared for their roles as mothers and contributors to society. According to Alabi (2013) child marriage is a common practice in Nigeria which deprives the girls of their education and result in teenage pregnancy. Alabi further, records that 94% of women with no formal education marry before the age of 15 years in some Northern, Nigeria. Buuinie and Kurz (2013) notes that infants or adolescents also face health risks, for instance, they are more likely to be of low birth weights and their risk of death during the first year is high. Balepa (2010) notes that early marriage reduces young women’s schooling and the likelihood of self reliance and also limits her options in life, especially in societies in which new roles and responsibilities are emerging for women. Balepa further adds that early marriage could make a woman more vulnerable to discrimination and abuse in society. This assertion has a lot bearing on the present work that has shown a central linkage between early marriage and educational development of the girl child in Nigeria. 
	The school is the most important institution outside the family involved in socializing young people into all dimensions of adult roles and responsibilities. Many years of schooling has been associated with many positive outcomes, including later ages of marriage, lower fertility and healthier and better educated children. (Otoo-Oyotey, 2013). Marriage often means the end of educational development for women. In the case of early marriage, students may be deprived for vital education needed for their preparation into adulthood, their effective contribution to the future well-being of their family and society, and their capacity to earn and make a living. The education girl receives is the strongest predictor of the age she will marry. The most important documented implication of its loss is that girl grows up with hindered sense or no sense at all, of the right to assert her point of view and little experience, as women are barred from participation in political, economic and cultural decisions - making processes. Early marriage has disrupted the chances of a child to inherit the goal of equality in education for girls and boys for the universal right to education by the Development goals (MDGs) adopted by the 191 members states of the united Nation in 2000.
Consequences of Early Marriage
Early marriage has profound physical, intellectual, psychological and emotional impacts, which has the capacity to dash away the educational opportunities and chances for personal growth, it almost leads to pregnancy and childbearing, and is likely to result into a lifetime domestic and sexual subservience. For many young females and young girls in developing and some underdeveloped countries, marriage is perceived as a means of securing and protecting their future. Girls are forced into marriage by their families while they are still children in the hope that marriage will yield returns financially and socially (Shobba, 2019). On the contrary, early marriage violates the rights of children with negative implications. It compromises their overall development, leaving them socially isolated with little or no education, skills and opportunities for employment and self-realization. These conditions ultimately make married girls susceptible to poverty. These girls are required to do a disproportionate amount of chores, which includes new roles and responsibilities as wives and mothers. The young bride’s status in the family is frequently dependent on her, demonstrating their fertility often within the first year of her marriage. At this time, she is not psychologically, emotionally and physiologically prepared for these roles. Additionally, young females are made responsible for the care and welfare of future generations while still children themselves. Young mothers with no decision-making powers, restricted mobility and no economic resources are likely to transmit these emotions to their kids. Therefore, early marriage directly compounds to feminization of poverty and intergenerational poverty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Early marriage leads to early pregnancy and motherhood, which adversely affects the education of girls in schools. Inspite of the recognition of women education, there are many barriers in the way of women to get higher education and contribute their maximum impact to the betterment of the society. The mindset of the society does not allow girls for higher education in that, it promotes gender inequality and ensures prioritization of economic resources for boy-child (ren). They get fewer opportunities not only in education, but also in all facets of life (Daraz, 2012). Studies conducted by Goldien (2007) revealed that many young married women face many problems and leave their education uncompleted due to different social and cultural factors. Even if they are fortunate to complete their education, their performance is abysmally poor. This termination of education and abysmal poor performance in their studies is the outcome of the challenges encountered when combining education with their responsibilities as home-keepers in their families. 
Difference Between Academic Performance of Male and Female Students Involved in Early Marriage
· Educational Disruption: Early marriage often leads to significant educational disruption for both male and female students. However, the impact is generally more severe for females, who are more likely to drop out of school entirely due to immediate responsibilities such as pregnancy and household duties (Lloyd & Mensch, 2018).
· School Dropout Rates: Females involved in early marriage exhibit higher school dropout rates compared to their male counterparts. This is primarily due to societal expectations that place greater domestic responsibilities on married girls (Nguyen & Wodon, 2012).
· Educational Continuation: While early-married males may continue their education to some extent, their academic performance is often negatively affected due to divided attention between school and new family obligations (UNICEF, 2018).
· Attendance Rates: Female students in early marriages often face lower attendance rates in schools. This irregular attendance contributes to gaps in learning and decreased academic performance (Gage, 2013).
· Performance Pressure: Male students involved in early marriage face performance pressure due to the dual burden of academic responsibilities and the need to support their families economically. This can lead to increased stress and lower academic achievements (Parsons et al., 2015).
· Educational Attainment: Early marriage significantly lowers the educational attainment of females. Studies show that girls who marry early are much less likely to complete secondary education compared to those who marry later (Field & Ambrus, 2018).
· Gender Bias in Education: Gender bias in education systems can exacerbate the academic performance gap. Schools in some regions may prioritize boys' education over girls', further hindering academic progress for married female students (Lloyd & Mensch, 2018).
· Impact on Literacy: Early marriage negatively impacts literacy rates among female students. Married girls often miss out on essential literacy skills development, which can limit their future educational and employment opportunities (Nguyen & Wodon, 2012).
· Support Systems: The lack of adequate support systems for married students contributes to their poor academic performance. Female students, in particular, often lack access to educational support services that can help them balance school and marital responsibilities (Gage, 2013).
· Social Stigma: Married female students frequently face social stigma and discrimination from peers and teachers, which can create an unwelcoming school environment and hinder their academic performance (Kidman, 2017).
· Motivation Levels: Early marriage often reduces motivation for academic achievement, particularly among female students. The shift in priorities towards marital duties and child-rearing can diminish the perceived importance of continuing education (Clark et al., 2006).
· Long-term Academic Effects: The long-term academic effects of early marriage are more detrimental for females. Early-married women often remain undereducated, which limits their socioeconomic mobility and perpetuates cycles of poverty (Lloyd & Mensch, 2008).
· Vocational Skills: While some early-married males may acquire vocational skills that allow them to support their families, married females are less likely to receive such training, further limiting their economic opportunities (UNFPA, 2012).
· Access to Higher Education: Access to higher education is significantly reduced for both genders involved in early marriage, but the impact is more pronounced for females. Married girls are rarely able to pursue higher education due to early childbearing and domestic roles (Parsons et al., 2015).
· Cognitive Development: The cognitive development of early-married females is often stunted due to the abrupt transition from adolescence to adulthood, resulting in lower academic performance and hindered intellectual growth (UNICEF, 2018).
· Peer Relationships: Early-married students, especially females, often lose peer relationships that are crucial for social and academic support, leading to feelings of isolation and decreased school engagement (Jain & Kurz, 2017).
· Parental Involvement: Parental involvement in the education of early-married students tends to decrease. Married females, in particular, receive less academic support from their parents, who may view education as less relevant after marriage (Nguyen & Wodon, 2012).
· Future Aspirations: The future aspirations of early-married students are often limited. Female students in early marriages are less likely to aspire to higher education or professional careers compared to their unmarried peers (Gage, 2013).
· Role Models: The lack of positive role models for early-married students, particularly females, contributes to lower academic aspirations and performance. Seeing peers succeed academically while balancing marital responsibilities is rare (Malhotra et al., 2011).
· Policy Implications: Addressing the academic performance gap requires targeted policies that support married students, especially females. These include flexible schooling options, childcare support, and programs that encourage re-entry into education after marriage (UNICEF, 2021).
Ways of Curbing Scourge of Early Marriage on Educational Development of Students 
	Early marriage is an impediment to educational development in Nigeria and should be totally discouraged. This menace has resulted to underdevelopment of women in the North-Central, Nigeria. To enhance students’ educational development, the problem of early marriage must be solved through provision of free and composedly tertiary education for students, implementation of sex education, campaign and sensitization of the society on child education for effective and efficient educational development. According to Elujekwute (2011) female students should be exposed to sex education, this will educate them on the issues that can lure them to early marriage and on how to take precaution to premarital sex among their peer groups in the schools and communities. Elujekwute further adds that massive sensitization of parents and guardians on the importance of girl child education is one of the ways of curbing early marriage that will enhance effective and efficient educational development of female students in schools in the North- Central, Nigeria. Leaders in the church, mosque and other religious bodies should preach and reinforce moral virtues to their members in their teachings, as well as emphasize the importance of girl child education to parents/guardian and female children for effective educational development of their female student.
	In view of the above, Elujekwute (2011) suggests that the federal government should as matter of emergency make laws forbidding early marriage (marriage below 18 years of age) and enforce sanctions to perpetrators of this human right abuse after proper adjudication. This will bring to an end the issue of early marriage and enhance educational development of female students in senior secondary schools in Nigeria and as well Nigeria at large. Parents and guardians should inculcate into their female children the acceptable moral values such as honesty, virginity, respect and among others, right from childhood to adolescent stage, this will help female children to refrain from premarital sex and other related behaviors that could lead to pregnancy and early marriage in the society. Njokwu (2013) opines that government and educational administrators at all levels should provide free and composedly secondary education for female citizens and effective implementation of this will enhance curbing early girl child marriage in senior secondary schools in Nigeria. Furthermore, curriculum planners should include sex education as part of school curriculum, this will enhance and educate students on dangers of premarital sex to their lives and their educational development in the schools.
Appraisal of Reviewed Literature 
The reviewed literature in this chapter offers a comprehensive overview of early marriage, addressing its conceptual framework, causes, effects, and potential strategies for mitigation. The appraisal will evaluate the depth, breadth, and relevance of the literature to the study titled “Comparative Study of the Effects of Early Marriage on Male and Female Students.”
The chapter begins with a thorough exploration of the concepts of marriage and early marriage, citing works like Obiadi (2018), Coontz (2015), and Geertz (2019) which highlight the historical, cultural, and social dimensions of marriage. Early marriage is defined with references to UNICEF (2021) and Tilak (2015), emphasizing the global prevalence and socio-cultural underpinnings.
The causes are well-documented, with a variety of factors including financial uncertainty (Odozor, 2013), cultural expectations (Njoku, 2013), religious beliefs, family alliances (Ifedi, 2016), and insecurity (e.g., the Chibok girls’ abduction in 2014). The discussion incorporates significant studies and reports, presenting a multifaceted view of why early marriage persists in different contexts.


The effects on academic performance, health, and psychological well-being are thoroughly analyzed. For instance, early marriage's impact on girls' education and health is detailed with references to Mavis (2019), Gage (2013), and WHO (2014).
Consequences are articulated in terms of social, economic, and health outcomes, referencing authors like Sadik (2015) and Parsons et al. (2015). The literature emphasizes both immediate and long-term implications for young individuals, particularly girls.
Strategies to mitigate early marriage are discussed, including legal reforms, educational initiatives, and community engagement (ICRW, 2011). The role of international organizations and NGOs in combating early marriage is highlighted, citing UNICEF and UNFPA (2012).






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
This chapter focuses on the research methodology and it gives detail information on the research design, sampling and sampling procedure, research instrument t, validity and reliability of the instrument. This chapter also presents the administration of the instrument and method of data analysis.
Research Design
	The research design to be used in this study is a descriptive research survey method type. According to Abonyi, et al (2016), it involves quick ways of obtaining facts and figures from systematically selected segments of a population with the purpose of ascertaining the general characteristics of the population. It involves very large and extensive population, thus, information collected from samples and the populations are analyzed yield a result which could be used for decision making. In view of the above, the descriptive approach is considered for this study, since the researcher is interested in collecting information from representative of male and female students in English department in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin.
Population of the Study
	According to Creswell (2014) population refers to the complete set of individuals or entities to which the study's findings are intended to generalize. It encompasses all the subjects or elements that meet certain criteria established by the researcher. This group is often defined based on specific characteristics relevant to the research question, such as age, gender, geographical location, or other attributes.  For example, in this study of comparative study on the impact of early marriage on academic performance of male and female students, the population will include all both male and female students of a certain age range in Kwara State College of Education who have been married early or surrounded with people who have are coerced with early marriage. The population of the study is crucial because it sets the boundaries for whom the research findings will apply. A well-defined population ensures that the results are relevant and applicable to the intended group, enhancing the study's validity and reliability
However, the target population of the study therefore will comprise of both male and female students in English Department in College of Education, Ilorin.
Sample and Sampling Techniques 
	Sample and Sampling Techniques refer to the process and methods used to select a subset of individuals or units from a larger population to participate in a study. This subset, or sample, is intended to represent the population from which it is drawn, allowing researchers to make inferences about the population as a whole (Creswell, 2014). For the purpose of this study, simple random sampling techniques is used to select both male and female in English department in college of education, Ilorin because every member of the population has an equal chance of being selected.

Research Instrument 
This refers to the tools or methods used by researchers to collect, measure, and analyze data. These instruments are essential for gathering the information needed to answer research questions and test hypotheses. The choice of research instrument is critical as it affects the validity, reliability, and accuracy of the data collected. The instrument used for this study is a structured questionnaire. It contains two (2) sections. Section A contains demographic data of students such as age, sex, education level of father and mother, family type, religion and working status of parents.
Section B consists of twenty (20) items questionnaires, the respondents were expected to response to a four liker scale response format which indicates: Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D), Strongly Disagreed (SD).
Validity of the Instrument 
Validity refers to the extent to which a study accurately measures what it intends to measure, ensuring the results are truthful and reflective of the real world (Heale & Twycross, 2015). Prepared questionnaire will given or shown to the project supervisor for appraisal which will give the questionnaire validity before administering it.
Reliability of the Student 
	According to Heale & Twycross (2015) defined reliability as the consistency and stability of the measurement process, ensuring that the results are replicable over time and across different contexts. It indicates the extent to which an instrument yields the same results under consistent conditions, emphasizing the importance of accuracy in data collection and analysis. The reliability of the instrument will be established using a test-retest method. 
Administration of the Instrument 
	Administration of the instrument is to show case the administration of the instrument. This also refers to the method of administering the instrument to the selected respondents in English department (i.e. both male and female students in English department in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin). The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the students.
Data Analysis Techniques 
	Responses from the questionnaire will be analyze using the descriptive statistics of frequency counts and percentage.


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter deals with presentation of results and interpretation of finding. The results are presented below.
Data Analysis
Table 1: Distribution by Sex of the Respondents
	Sex 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Male 
	80
	40%

	Female 
	120
	60%

	Total 
	200
	100%


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 1 above shows the sex of the respondents out of two hundred (200) respondents, 60% of them were females while the rest 40% were males.
Table 2: Frequency Distribution of Respondents by Age
	Age 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	18 -25 years 
	126
	63%

	26 – 33 years and above
	74
	37%

	Total 
	200
	100%


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 2 above shows that the age of the respondents ranged from 18years and above with those in 18 -25 years recording the highest percentage of 63%. While those in 26 – 33 years and above were 37%.
Table 3: Distribution of Religion of the Respondents
	Religion 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Christianity 
	85
	42.5%

	Islam 
	115
	57.5%

	Total 
	200
	100%


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 3 above shows the religion characteristics of the respondents. The prominent religion of the respondents. The majority of the respondents sampled were Muslims because it revealed in table 3 that Muslims respondents accounted for 57.5% while the Christians were just 42.5%.


Table 4: Distribution by Background of the Respondents
	Type of Family 
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Monogamy 
	94
	47%

	Polygamy 
	106
	53%

	Total 
	200
	100%


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 4 above shows that respondents from polygamy family were more than respondents from monogamy family. As the 47% were monogamy while polygamy constitute the remaining 53%.


Presentation of Results 
Research Question One: Is there any relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students in English department in College of Education, Ilorin?
Table 5: Response of student to whether there is relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students
	S/N
	ITEM
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	Male and female students who got married early are not mature enough emotionally to combine marriage life and educational activities 
	98
	87
	11
	4

	2.
	Girls-child’s heart culturally is pre-occupied with child bearing rather concentrating on educational pursuit. 
	85
	72
	25
	18

	3.
	Early marriage makes it difficult for girl child to go school as early as possible because of home activities.  
	80
	76
	28
	16

	4.
	Male and female students who got married early always have a loose-mind during class/lecture. 
	74
	79
	31
	16

	5.
	Early marriage exposed students specifically female students to several activities at home which makes them to be absent in school repeatedly which later affect them academically.
	84
	77
	28
	11


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 5 above shows the responses of the students to whether there is any relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students in English Department in College of Education, Ilorin. Based on the results, the items above was agreed by all the students. This implies that both male and female students who got married early are not mature enough emotionally to combine marriage life and educational activities, early marriage makes it difficult for girl child to go school as early as possible because of home activities.  Students who got married early always have a loose-mind during class/lecture.  And early marriage exposed female students to several activities at home which makes them to be absent in school repeatedly which later affect them academically 


Research Question Two: Is there any relationship between early marriage and drop-out of male and female students in English department in College of Education, Ilorin?
Table 6: Response of students on the relationship between early marriage and drop-out in English department in English department in College of Education, Ilorin
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	6.
	Early marriage victims immediately drop out from school because of home and school activities.
	74
	68
	37
	21

	7.
	Male students who drop out from school do so because of early marriage.
	65
	70
	36
	29

	8.
	When pregnancy is involved due to early marriage, shame of the pregnancy makes the female students to drop out from school
	86
	77
	24
	13

	9.
	Mockery from other students makes the female students lose interest in school and most often leads to drop out from school. 
	73
	80
	30
	17

	10.
	The affected female students would be depressed emotionally due to trauma of child bearing to continue her education which leads to drop out from school.
	79
	85
	27
	9


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
	Table 6 above shows that majority of students agreed that both male and female victims of early marriage immediately drop out from school because of home and school activities. It was agreed by the majority that students who drop out from school do so because of early marriage and when pregnancy is involved due to early marriage, shame of the pregnancy makes the female students to drop out from school. Also, the affected female students would be depressed emotionally due to trauma of child bearing to continue her education which leads to drop out from school. 
Research Question Three: Is there any relationship between Christian perception and Muslim Perception on early marriage?
Table 7: Response of students to whether there is relationship between Christian perception and Muslim Perception on early marriage
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	11.
	Muslims agreed to the knowledge of allowing their girl-child to marry early.
	70
	78
	32
	20

	12.
	Female students from Muslims are the only ones exposed to early marriage than female students from Christian home.
	75
	62
	37
	26

	13.
	Christian do not support knowledge of early marriage unlike their Muslims counterpart.
	74
	77
	39
	10

	14.
	Muslims believes that there is benefit and advantage of the girl-child getting married early.
	62
	79
	35
	24

	15.
	Christian believes that their child can marry any time they desire unlike Muslims who believes that there is exact period for the marriage of their children. 
	75
	68
	32
	25


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
	Table 7 above shows that the responses of the students on the perception of Muslims and Christians on early marriage. However, most students agreed that Muslims agreed to the knowledge of allowing their girl-child to marry early. Further, the students also agreed that female students from Muslims are the only ones exposed to early marriage than female students from Christian homes and Christians believe that their children can marry any time they desire unlike Muslims who believes that there is exact period for the marriage of their children. 


Research Question Four: Is there any relationship between the perception of male students and female students on early marriage in English department in College of Education, Ilorin?
Table 8: Response of students to whether there is relationship between the perception of male students and female students on early marriage in English department in College of Education, Ilorin
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	16.
	Female adolescent are the always victims exposed to early marriage. 
	80
	75
	21
	24

	17.
	Parents agreed that their female adolescent should get marriage early to avoid promiscuity. 
	79
	83
	26
	12

	18.
	Male adolescent are not always forced to get marry early since they are the one to provide for the family. 
	69
	80
	28
	23


Source: Field work by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
	The results in table 8 above shows the responses of the students to whether there is any relationship between the perception of male and female students on marriage. 
	Based on the results above, majority of the students agreed that female students are always the victims exposed to early marriage. Furthermore, most parents agreed that their female students should get marriage early to avoid promiscuity and male students are not always forced to get marry early since they are the one to provide for the family.
Testing of Hypotheses 
Hypothesis One: There is no significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of students.
Table 9: The T-test analysis showing the relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of students
	Variable
	No. of Respondents
	X
	SD
	Df
	t-cal.
	t-crit.

	Male
	80
	55.465
	6.95
	1.95
	10.16
	1.96

	Female
	120
	56.272
	7.95
	
	
	


Source: Research Computation by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 9 above shows that the t-calculated value is 10.16 which was greater than the critical value of 1.96 at 0.05 significant level. Therefore the hypothesis one is rejected. Therefore there is significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of adolescent student. 


Hypothesis Two: There is no significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in college of education.
Table 10: The T-test analysis showing the relationship early marriage and drop out of students in college of education
	Variable
	No. of Respondents
	X
	SD
	Df
	t-cal.
	t-crit.

	Male
	80
	55.465
	6.95
	1.95
	12.11
	1.96

	Female
	120
	56.272
	7.95
	
	
	


Source: Research Computation by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 10 above shows that the t-calculated value is 12.11 which was greater than the critical value of 1.96 at 0.05 significant level. Therefore the hypothesis which says there is no significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in College of Education is hereby rejected. This implies that there is relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in College of Education, Ilorin. 


Hypothesis Three: There is no significant relationship between the Christian students perception and the Muslim students perception on early marriage.
Table 11: T-test analysis on the relationship between the perception of Christians and Muslims respondents
	Variable
	No. of Respondents
	X
	SD
	Df
	t-cal
	t-crit

	Christians 
	85
	55.55
	7.15
	198
	9.07
	1.96

	Muslims 
	115
	51.96
	7.09
	
	
	


Source: Research Computation by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 11 shows that the t-calculated value of 9.07 is greater than the t-critical value of 1.96. Therefore, hypothesis three which says there is no significant difference in the perception of Christians and Muslims adolescents with respect to early marriage is rejected. This means that Christians and Muslims have different perception of the factors contributing towards early marriage.


Hypothesis Four: There is no significant relationship between the perception of male student and perception of female student on early marriage.
Table 12: T-test analysis on the relationship between the perception of male student and female students on early marriage
	Variable
	No. of Respondents
	X
	SD
	Df
	t-cal.
	t-crit.

	Male
	80
	55.465
	6.95
	1.95
	7.14
	1.96

	Female
	120
	56.272
	7.95
	
	
	


Source: Research Computation by Olaoye Nafisat Ayomide, August, 2024.
Table 12 revealed that the t-calculated value of 7.14 is greater than the t-critical value of 1.96. Therefore, the hypothesis four is also hereby rejected. This implies that there is significant relationship between the perception of male student and female students towards early marriage.  
Discussion of Results
	Based on the findings above, the results in table 5 shows that early marriage of adolescent students contribute to their low performance in their school academics, this mean that students who are exposed to early marriage are likely to perform poorly in their academics. 
	Table 6 reveals that students who are victims of early marriage are liable to drop out from school due to factors they are exposed in their marriage. Further, the results in table 7 and 8 shows that both Christian and Muslims have different perception towards early marriage. The results further reveals that Muslims students are often exposed to early marriage than Christian students based on the beliefs and knowledge they have towards it. Also, mostly female students are always the victims of early marriage because some parents believes that it is of the female gender benefits and advantage to be married early to avoid promiscuity. 
Based on the hypotheses tested, it is thereby agreed, based on the findings that there is significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of students. Also, there is significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in College of Education, Ilorin. There is significant relationship between the Christian students perception and the Muslim students perception on early marriage and there is significant relationship between the perception of male students and perception of female students on early marriage.






CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary 
The purpose of this research work is to carryout a comparative study on the effect of early marriage on male and female students of English in College of Education, Ilorin. Specially, the study was designed to find out the significant differences that exist in the perception of the male and female students, parents, family type and religion affiliation of the respondents.
Data for the study were collected through a questionnaire, also the item by item analysis was done according to the mode of response to the questionnaire items e.g. SA, A, D and SD.
From the findings gathered, it was revealed that early marriage of male and female students contribute to their low performance in their school, this mean that students who are exposed to early marriage are likely to perform poorly in their academics. Students who are victims of early marriage probably drop out from school due to factors they are exposed in their marriage. Also, both Christian and Muslims have different perception towards early marriage. The results further reveals that Muslims students are often exposed to early marriage than Christian students based on the beliefs and knowledge they have towards it. Also, mostly female students are always the victims of early marriage because some parents believes that it is of the female gender benefits and advantage to be married early to avoid promiscuity. 
The results of the four hypotheses revealed that: 
· There is significant relationship between early marriage and low academic performance of male and female students.
· There is significant relationship between early marriage and drop out of students in English in College of Education. 
· There is significant difference between the Christian students perception and the Muslim students perception on early marriage 
· There is significant relationship between the perception of male adolescent students and perception of female adolescent students on early marriage.
Conclusion 
Conclusively, from the foregoing, it can be understood that female students were forced with grossly academic set back that are set from various factors among which are ignorance on the part of parents financial consideration to mention but a few. Since education is the bedrock of life, therefore all those factors responsible for ill academic achievement of female students needs proper and considerable check up in due cause in order to have a positive change.
Much of the unhappiness caused by early marriage in our society could be prevented if couples are patient enough and ready to adjust to the situation they are in, but reverse is the case today in spite of God’s injunction that marriage should be for life since there is a solution to every problems of early marriage.
The problems caused by early marriage can be corrected through sound orientation to parents on the importance of educating their female children.
It can also be solved if parents can re-examine themselves in terms of their non-challant attitude regarding sex education to their grown up children.
Implication of the Study
Early marriage students bring sorrow, frustration and sometimes unhappiness to themselves, not only to themselves but also to their parents and relations as well.
Teenagers involved in early marriage usually withdraw from school although this is more prevalent among female students.
As expected, pregnant females are most likely to quit school while the male battle with marriage responsibility thereby having little or no time for studies. Divorce is on the increase because teenagers spouses are not physically, socially and mentally ready for marriage, the effect of early marriage on the education of students are enormous, the problem will linger with this generation of Kwara State College of Education students if nothing is done to stop it.



Recommendations 
	Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made.
i. Schools on their own must employ qualified counselors to help inculcate the implications of early marriages on education of the young ones.
ii. Counseling services should be extended to non-school setting to help parents eradicate the notion or superstition of early marriage among their children especially the females
iii. The government through the services of health education practitioners should constantly enlighten the public especially at the rural areas about the dangers of encouraging early marriage among the female children. 
iv. Customarily, every community head should sensitize his people on the ills of early marriage of the girl-child citing what the community stands to lose in particular
v. Religious organizations should constantly sermonize against the early marriage of the female students in the society to cushion the effects this development has on the female and the society at large


Suggestions for Further Studies
The study is very limited in scope due to many constraints. However, other researchers can work on other areas related to the topic such as; the early marriage on the academic attainment of male and female students in Kwara State College of Education, Ilorin. 
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APPENDIX
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF EARLY MARRIAGE ON MALE AND FEMALE STUDENTS OF ENGLISH, COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

Dear Respondents, 
I am a student of the above institutions. I am carrying out a study on the topic stated above attached, please is a questionnaire designed to elicit the necessary information for the study. You are kindly requested to be honest in your responses to the items in the questionnaire. Please tick [√ ] on the appropriate place provided against each item. I assure you that all the information given by you will be treated in strict confidence and will only be used for the research purpose.
Thanks for your cooperation. 
SECTION A: DEMOGRAPHICAL DATA OF RESPONDENTS
Gender: Male (    ), Female (   )
Age: 18 – 25 years (   ), 26 – 33 years (   )
Religion: Christian (   )  Muslim (   )
Types of Family: Monogamy (   ), Polygamy (   )


SECTION B 
Instruction: Please tick (√ ) any of the option that most appropriately described your opinion 
KEY: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagreed (D), Strongly Disagree (SD)
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	SD
	D

	1.
	Male and female students who got married early are not mature enough emotionally to combine marriage life and educational activities 
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Girls-child’s heart culturally is pre-occupied with child bearing rather concentrating on educational pursuit. 
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Early marriage makes it difficult for girl child to go school as early as possible because of home activities.  
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Male and female students who got married early always have a loose-mind during class/lecture. 
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Early marriage exposed students specifically female students to several activities at home which makes them to be absent in school repeatedly which later affect them academically.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Early marriage victims immediately drop out from school because of home and school activities.
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Male students who drop out from school do so because of early marriage.
	
	
	
	

	8.
	When pregnancy is involved due to early marriage, shame of the pregnancy makes the female students to drop out from school
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Mockery from other students makes the female students lose interest in school and most often leads to drop out from school. 
	
	
	
	

	10.
	The affected female students would be depressed emotionally due to trauma of child bearing to continue her education which leads to drop out from school.
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Muslims agreed to the knowledge of allowing their girl-child to marry early.
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Female students from Muslims are the only ones exposed to early marriage than female students from Christian home.
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Christian do not support knowledge of early marriage unlike their Muslims counterpart.
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Muslims believes that there is benefit and advantage of the girl-child getting married early.
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Christian believes that their child can marry any time they desire unlike Muslims who believes that there is exact period for the marriage of their children. 
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