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ABSTRACT
English language poses as an influential language among other Nigerian languages. It is a language of communication, exchange, industry and commerce, among other uses. Its existence demonstrates estimable yardstick for measuring academic success and status. Low mastery of the English language among the students describes imperfection on the side of the students using it as a means of communication. This study investigates the morphological errors in written English of Junior secondary school students in Ilorin, Nigeria, who are learning the English language as a field of study, and the reasons for these errors. The theoretical adaptation for this paper is based on Dulay and Burt’s (1973) comparison on error of three groups of learners. The students’ composition exercises serve as the data for this work. The findings reveal the students’ inconsistency in the application of some morphological rules. Although they learn the English language, they have no concrete knowledge of morphology. It is therefore, recommended that teachers of the English language should pay more attention to the teaching of morphology as in the other components of the English language.
 Keywords: English language, students, morphology, morphological rule, error.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of Study
English as a second language in Nigeria which functions as an official language of the nation is regarded as an acceptable medium of communication among Nigeria’s ethnic groups against any of the local languages. The introduction of the English language in Nigeria is traceable to slave trade, colonialism and western religion. When the Europeans came to Nigeria and Africa in general, they needed a language to communicate with the indigenous people of Africa. In order to bridge the gap in communication, they began to teach their languages, and also raised local teachers to do so. Consequently, the English language became the most significant language of education in Nigeria which was colonised by Britain. The English language prospered in commerce depending on the extent of its acquisition by an individual who used the language. Based on this concept, Brosnaham (2019) asserts that the English language is the language of commerce and law politics and the administration education and culture.
 Adesoye’s (2018) grouping of the speakers of the English language in Nigeria describes the situation of the language in Nigeria. According to him, group one comprises those who speak the English language from the existence of daily use this which is imperfect, it involves total transfer of first language (L1 henceforth) with poor mastery of the lexis and structure of the English language; the second group of speakers are those whose syntax is near the British standard, but their phonology and lexis are far from that which is the rule; the third group are mainly products of secondary school with syntax and semantics that are British, and their language usage is acceptable to groups one and two; and group four are those whose English is characterized by standard British English (BrE). The last group comprises 5 percent of the speakers of the English language in Nigeria. Adesoye’s analysis describes the imperfection of Nigerians using the English language as a means of communication and how the imperfection varies from the second language (L2 henceforth) which is the target language. Also, because of their inability to understand the rules governing the use of the English language, the speakers lack high level mastery of the English language. Emenanjo (2019) buttresses the imperfection by stating that: The use of the English language in Nigeria is class restricted based on circumstances. 
The percentages of Nigerians who are able to speak the English language are usually thirty per cent, and there is lack of good mastery and competence among the students which manifests in both external and internal examinations. Morphology as a branch of linguistics has polysyllabic nature in the English language. Most problems the ESL learners encounter are basically on inconsistency inherent the language. The inconsistency generates high level of confusion to the learners which makes them over generalize and misapply the rules guiding the language when given any task to perform. Some of the irregularities or inconsistencies are illustrated as follows: If the plural forms of knife, calf, and thief are knives, calves and thieves, respectively, why should the plural of chief not be chives? Similarly, if the plural of box is boxes, why is ox not oxes but oxen or cattle’s not the plural of cattle? This also applies to the formation of past tense in the English language. 
Perhaps, the teachers who teach the students do not give adequate time when teaching morphology, but concentrate more on syntax and lexis. The kind of textbooks the students use may hinder effective learning as the authors of these textbooks may not analyse morphology related topics the way they should. This inhibits mastery of the language as a unified whole. Akande (2015), citing Raring (2017) argues that some of the causes of students’ errors relating to forms, rules and practice are supposed to be pathway of controlling the student’s morphological errors. Akande stresses on the teachers who teach the students who should on regular basis attempt supposable drills and practices to facilitate their knowledge on morphology.



Statement of the Problem 
It is on the above notion that this paper examines the effective use of the English morphology by students of the English language. Morphology is an aspect of language that is concerned with the structure of words. Ndimele (2016) asserts that morphology is a branch of linguistics which is concerned with the study of how words are formed. He describes morphology as a co-joining of words which shows the internal structure of words. Omorodion (2018) refers to morphology as the internal structuring of how words are composed, and brings about arrangement of morphemes. 
This paper examines the morphological errors committed in written English of junior secondary school students in Ilorin, Nigeria, and to find out the reasons for these errors on morphology. The focus of this paper is on word formation and the functional morphemes. The researcher chose the students’ composition exercises as the source of data. This paper attempts to outline the regular situations where these errors appear on the students’ scripts, and suggests ways to eliminate the students’ morphological errors. This work will add to the ESL learners’ knowledge on morphology and will add to existing literature in this field for future researches.
Propose of the Study 
The general purpose of the study is to let  this be part of the variables to be discuss in the background to the study. This research examined the morphological errors in written English of junior secondary school students in Ilorin, Nigeria. 
In specific term, the study aimed to find out if:
a. Morphological errors in written English of junior secondary school students in Ilorin are based on gender.
b. Morphological errors in written English of junior secondary school students in Ilorin vary.
c. Morphological errors in written English of junior secondary school students in Ilorin are based on subject area.
Research Questions
The following questions will be answered in the course of this research:
a. Are the types of morphological errors committed based on gender?
b. Do the errors committed vary among the selected Junior Secondary School students?
c. Do the morphological errors committed vary on the bases of subject area (Art, Science and Commercial)?
Research Hypotheses
The following research hypotheses were tested in the study:
HO1: there is no significant relationship between the morphological errors based on	gender.
HO2: there is no significant relationship between variance and errors committed by	selected students.
HO3: there is no significant relationship between errors committed by students based
of  subject area.
Scope of the Study 
This research focuses on analyzing the morphological errors in written English of Junior Secondary School (JSS) students of Ilorin, Nigeria.
The selected school are:
i. Government Day Secondary School Okelele Ilorin East Local Government Area
ii. Community Secondary School Karumo Ilorin East Local Government Area
iii. Shamsudeen  Junior Secondary School Ilorin East  Local Government Area
iv. Government Day Secondary School Oja-Gboro, Ilorin East Local Government
v. Government Day Secondary School Karumo Ilorin East Local Government
Significance of the Study 
The study aims at pointing out errors that commonly occur in written English among the student in order to provide necessary would be beneficial to both the students and the public generally.
It also provides valuable solutions that would enhance effective teaching and learn of English language. It might also be used to suggest the best reasons for the errors which usually occur in the written English of students.
Operational Definition of Terms 
This unit contains the description or definitions of some key words used by the researcher throughout the research work 
Error:- state that results from wrong use of the rules of a particular language. It is the non-conformity with grammar conventional pattern. In other words, it is the consistent deviation from the rules and regulations of a particular language 
Morphology:-This is the study of a language of a learner with the purpose of identifying the mistakes the leaner conceives and to find out the causes and effects of such errors 
Language: - medium of communication used in many human interaction situations to express ideas, descd Lings or situations, convince, deceive, criticize, command and so on.
 First Language –language acquired during childhood. It is mostly referred to as mother tongue. First language is the language spoken by a child which he acquired instinctively. In other words, it is the language a child is initiated into which is the expression manner of his environment. 
Second Language: - language learnt after the first language has been acquired either from the school (Four walls of the classroom) or neighbours. It is also the language one learns at maturity for the purpose of having access to the conversation with the native speakers and other uses of the language. 
Official Language:-language adopted as a national mode of communication and transaction. 
 Lingual Franca: Is the recognized official language of the community









CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter discuss the review of the literature based on the following sub- headings. 
a. The Concept Language
b. Error Analysis
c. Type of Error
d. Concept of Morphology
e. Classification of Morphological
f. The lexical Representation of Formative 
g. Appraisal of Literature Review
The Concept Language
Various linguists have attempted the definition of word Language at various times. But some of these definitions shal1 be discussed in this chapter. Language to a layman may be defined as the mode of communication which is used by human beings only. It may also be defined as a free or special gift of nature. It is a gift endowed on human being to make him become superior over all the other animals Such as chimpanzee, monkey, gorilla, etc. and insects like bees, butterflies and so on.
Tinuoye (2019) sees language as ambiguous human specific and unique instrument of thought or concept, subtle activity that human beings engage in using the vocal cords in liberating communication or when one talks to one self. Yusuf (2016) asserts that human beings could talk about many things such as politics, weather, science and a host of others under the tenet of language. Saleeman (2016) points that language is regarded as a representative of people who speak it. Apart from this, it has often been said that a language continues to retain its integrity as long as there are speakers of such a language; it could be further postulated that language 1s a strategy for expressing the state of mind by labeling a happening through the conventional pattern. In the same vein, language is any mode of communication which crops up meaning
Uthman (2018) cited Baber (2019) that language is a signaling system using the vocal cords in interactive communication or when one talks to tool of giving expression our thoughts either tor others to hear and respond to or just listen without responding or in a situation of soliloquy.  According to Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary (2012) defines language as system of sound and words used by humans to express their thoughts and feelings.



Error Analysis (EA)
Experts in language learning have over the years been concerned about errors in the language learning and teaching with the view to find the sources of the errors, identifying the errors and finding possible solutions to them. In analyzing or describing an error, the first stage is to detect them. It is obvious that some sentences those looks or sound perfectly acceptable, nevertheless contain errors. Perhaps, in many cases the sentences are not acceptable and we know it is erroneous. Those that are erroneous, which are not overtly erroneous can be covertly erroneous’".  If a sentence must be acceptable, it must also be appropriate. That is relevant and intelligible in the specific contact.
As a learner of a new language, a learner is mostly faced with this situation when a learner does not understand how to express or related what he/she will quickly relates his/her speech to the knowledge of the mother tongue with what he/she understand in the target language. However, Uthman (2018) cited Brown (2017) that by trying to identify the Sources of errors, we can begin to arrive at an understanding of how the learners cognitively and effectively relate the linguistic System and to formulate the integrated understanding of the process of second language learning
Error Analysis is a method used to document the errors that appear in a learner s language, determine whether those errors are systematic and (1t possible) explain what caused them an error analysis should 1ocus on errors that are systematic violations of patterns in the input to which the learners have been exposed.
According to Richard et al. (2014), an error is the use of a word, speech act or grammatical item in such a way it seems imperfect and significant of an incomplete learning. It is considered by Norrish (2019) as a systematic deviation that happens when a leaner has not learnt something and consistently gets it wrong. However, the attempts made to put the error into context have gone out of hand with either language learning or second language acquisition processes.  Hendrickson (2017) mentioned that error is a signal that indicate an actual learning processing taking place and that the learner has not yet mastered or shown a well-structured competence in the target language.
All the definitions seemed to point either to the systematic deviation triggered in the language learning process or its indication of the actual situation of the language learners themselves which will later help the monitor be it an applied linguist or 
particularly the language teacher to solve the problem in respect of the approaches argued in the errors analysis (Ancit.af, 2017).The Occurrence of errors doesn't only indicate that the learner has not learned something yet, but also t gives the linguist the idea of whether the teaching method applied was effective or it needs to be changed.
According to Corder (2016), errors are significant of three first to the teacher, in that they tell him, if he or she undertakes a systematic analysis, how far the learner has progressed towards that goal and consequently, what remains for him to learn. Second, they provide the researcher with evidence of how language is learned or acquired and what strategies or procedures the learner is employing in his discovery of the language. Third (and in a sense this is their most important aspect) they are indispensable to the learner himself, because we can regard the making of errors as a device the learner uses in order to learn. The occurrence of errors is merely signs of "the present inadequacy of our teaching methods" (Corder, 2016).
There have been two schools of Thought when it comes to errors analysis and philosophy, the first one, according to Corder (2019), he linked the errors commitment with the teaching method arguing that if the teaching method was adequate, the errors would not be committed, the second believed that we live in an imperfect world and that errors correction 1s something real and the applied linguist cannot do without it on matter what teaching approach they may use.

Causes and Sources of Errors
A lot of causes and sources of errors have been introduced by some theorists. In the following section the primary causes of errors will be reviewed: Interlingua and intralingua errors. Interlingua errors are those which are related to the native language (NL).That is to say there are interlingua errors when the learners (NL) habits patterns, Systems or rules) interfere or prevent them to some degree from acquiring the pattern and rules of the second language(SL) (Corder, 2018). Interfere (native transfer) is hinge on the performance of the target language learner. According to Lado (2016), Intralingua errors are those due to the language being learned, independent of the native language
According to Richard (2014), they are items produced by the learner which reflects not the structure of the mother tongue. But generalizations based on partial exposure to the target language
The learner, in this case, to derive the rules behind the data to which he/she has been exposed and many develop hypotheses that correspond neither to the mother tongue nor to the target language
Selinker (2015) reported five sources of errors.
1) Language transfer
2) Transfer of training
3) Strategies of second language leaning
4) Strategies of second language communication
5) Over generalization of TL Linguistic material
Types of Errors
Linguists have always been attempting to describe the types of errors committed by the language learners, and that is exactly the best way to start with, as it helps out the applied linguist to identify where the problem lies. According to Dulay et al. (2019) errors take place when the learner change the surface structure in a particularly systematic manner thus, the error, no matter what form and type it is, represent a damage at the level of the target language production.
Errors have been classified by J. Richard et al. (2014) into two categories. The Interlingual Error and the Intralingua Error, those two elements refer respectively to the negative influence of both the speaker's native language, and the target language itself.
Interlingual error is caused by the interference of the native language L1 (also known as interference, linguistic interference, and crosslinguistic influence), whereby the learner tends to use their linguistic knowledge of L1 on some Linguistic features in the target language, however, it often leads to making errors. The example, provided by J. Richard et al. (2014) ‘’ the incorrect French sentence Elle regarde les (“She sees them”), produced according to the word order of English, instead of the correct French sentence Elle les regarde (Literally, “She them sees”). shows the type of errors aroused by the negative effect of the native language interference.
Intralingual error is an error that takes place due to a particular misuse of a particular rule of the target language, it is, in fact, quite the opposite of Interlingual error, it puts the target language into focus, the target language in this perspective is thought of as an error cause. Furthermore, J. Richard, et al. (2014) consider it as one which results from ‘’faulty or partial’’ learning of the target language. Thus the intralingual error is classified as follow:
Overgeneralizations: in linguistics, overgeneralizations error occur when the speaker applies a grammatical rule in cases where it doesn’t apply. Richard et al, (2014) mentioned that they are caused ‘’by extension of target language rules to inappropriate context.’’. This kind of errors have been committed while dealing with regular and irregular verbs, as well as the application of plural forms. E.g. (Tooth == Tooths rather than teeth) and (he goes == he goed rather than went).
Simplifications: they result from learners producing simpler linguistic forms than those found in the target language, in other words, learners attempt to be linguistically creative and produce their own poetic sentences/utterances, they may actually be successful in doing it, but it is not necessary the case, Corder (as cited in Mahmoud 2014) mentioned that learners do not have the complex system which they could simplify. This kind of errors is committed through both of Omission and addition of some linguistic elements at the level of either the Spelling or grammar. A. Mahmoud (2014) provided examples based on a research conducted on written English of Arabic-speaking second year University students:
Spelling: omission of silent letters:
no (= know) * dout (= doubt) * weit (weight)
Grammar:
Omission:
We wait ^ the bus all the time.
He was ^ clever and has ^ understanding father.
Addition:
Students are do their researches every semester.
Both the boys and the girls they can study together.
Developmental errors: this kind of errors is somehow part of the overgeneralizations, (this later is subtitled into Natural and developmental learning stage errors), D.E are results of normal pattern of development, such as (come = comed) and (break = breaked), D.E indicates that the learner has started developing their linguistic knowledge and fail to reproduce the rules they have lately been exposed to in target language learning.
Induced errors: as known as transfer of training, errors caused by misleading teaching examples, teachers, sometimes, unconditionally, explain a rule without highlighting the exceptions or the intended message they would want to convey. J. Richard et al. (2014) provided an example that occurs at the level of teaching prepositions and particularly ‘’ at ‘’ where the teacher may hold up a box and say ‘’ I am looking at the box ‘’, the students may understand that ‘’ at ‘’ means ‘’ under ‘’, they may later utter ‘’ the cat is at the table ‘’ instead of the cat is under the table.
Errors of avoidance: these errors occur when the learner fail to apply certain target language rules just because they are thought of to be too difficult.
Errors of overproduction: in the early stages of language learning, learners are supposed to have not yet acquired and accumulated a satisfied linguistic knowledge which can enable them to use the finite rules of the target language in order to produce infinite structures, most of the time, beginners overproduce, in such a way, they frequently repeat a particular structure.
Concept of Morphology
Morphology is the branch of linguistics that studies the structure of words. In English and many other languages, many words can be broken down into parts. For example: unhappiness / un-happi-ness. The smallest unit which has a meaning or grammatical function that words can be broken down into are known as morphemes. Morphemes are the smallest unit of linguistic meaning or function. Morphemes are combined to create words. For example: consider the words sheep and dog. Each one of these words is a single morpheme but can be put together to create another word which is “sheepdog”. According to Schmid, (2015), the study of morphology is traditionally divided into two major areas. The first is known as inflectional morphology and deals with the markers of grammatical categories such as CASE, NUMBER, TENSE and ASPECT. These inflectional morphemes are attached to lexical stems and create word-forms (rather than new words).
The second major branch of morphology is word-formation, whose scope includes the direct terminological counterpart to inflectional morphology, derivational morphology, but goes beyond that. The field of word-formation deals with the patterns and rules guiding the formation of new words (rather than just word-forms of existing words). Unlike phonology, morphology does not analyse words in terms of syllables but in terms of morphemes, i.e. components of words that are carriers of meanings to (Schmid, 2015). For example, while the words father and teacher both consist of two syllables, father represents only one morpheme (‘meaning ‘male parent’), whereas teacher consists of two: the verb teach (‘instruct’) and the nominalizing suffix- er (‘someone who does something’). The most frequently found definition of the notion of morpheme states that it is the smallest meaning-bearing unit in a given language.
Morphological Classification
Languages may be classified according to the role and nature of their morphology Comrie (2018), Haspelmath (2019).A first dimension is the index of synthesis: languages that do not make use of morphology are called analytic or isolating, languages with a lot of morphology are called synthetic. Hence, languages may be ranked on an index of synthesis. Traditionally,
       The second index on which languages can be ranked is that of polysynthesis: some languages allow the incorporation of lexical morphemes, leading to relatively complex words, as illustrated by the following one-word-sentence of Central Alaskan Yup’ik in which the lexical morpheme tuntu ‘moose’ is incorporated in the verb te ‘to catch’ (Mithun 2020).
Morphology in Syntax
In linguistics, morphology is the study of words, how they are formed, and their relationship to other words I n the same language Jones, (2013). This analyzes the structure of words and parts of words such as stems, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. Morphology also looks at parts of speech, intonation and stress, a nd the ways context can change a word's pronunciation and meaning. According to Brown (2012),  morphology differs from morphological typology, which is the classification of languages based on their us e of words, and lexicology, which is the study of words and how they make up a language's vocabulary . While words, along with clitics, are generally accepted as being the smallest units of syntax, in most languages, if not all, many words can be related to other words by rules that collectively describe th e grammar for that language. while morphology builds up word forms—typically by combining roots with other roots and with affixes, but also by applying other operations to them, syntax takes  fully inflected words as input and combines them into phrases and sentences.
The division of labour between morphology and syntax is thus perfect: morphology only operates below the word level whereas syntax only operates above the word level. Moreover, these two components of grammar are ordered in strict sequence, such that the syntax takes over after the morphology has done its work.  Morphology is the grammar of the make-up of words. Syntax is the grammar of the make-up of sentences, by means of the combination of words. They are two parts of grammar, focusing on different sc ales of the structure of language. Morphology and syntax are independent of each other in their basis. 
 Concept of Stems in Linguistics
  In linguistics, a word stem is a part of a word responsible for its lexical meaning. The term is used with s lightly different meanings depending on the morphology of the language in question. A stem consists minimally of a root, but may be analyzable into a root plus derivational morphemes. A stem may require an inflectional operation (often involving a prefix or suffix) in order to ground it into discourse and make                                                                              it a fully understandable word. If a stem does not occur by itself in a meaningful way in a language, it is referred to as a bound morpheme (SIL International, 2013). In Athabaskan linguistics, for example, a verb stem is a root that cannot appear on its own, and that carries the tone of the word. Athabaskan  verbs typically have two stems in this analysis, each preceded by prefixes.
 "A stem is any morpheme or combination of morphemes to which an affix can be added." Gleason  2017). In one usage, a word stem is a form to which affixes can be attached Sampson (2015). Thus, in this usage, the English word friendships contain the word stem friend, to which the  derivational suffix -ship is attached to form a new stem friendship, to which the inflectional suffix -s is  attached. In a variant of this usage, the root of the word (in the example, friend) is not counted as a  stem (in the example, the variant contains the stem friendship, where -s is attached).
 Concept of Prefixes in Linguistics
 Prefixes are letters which we add to the beginning of a word to make a new word with a different meaning. Prefixes can, for example, create a new word opposite in meaning to the word the prefix is  attached to. They can also make a word negative or express relations of time, place or manner. Adding it   to the beginning of one word changes it into another word. For example, when the prefix un- is added to   the word happy, it creates the word unhappy, particularly in the study of languages, a prefix is also  called a preformative, because it alters the form of the words to which it is affixed. A prefix can be a letter or group of letters that may be added to the beginning of a word in order to modify its meaning.
A prefix is an affix which is placed before the stem of a word. According to Wilson (2016), adding it to    the beginning of one word changes it into another word. For example, when the prefix 'un-‘ is added to  the word ‘happy’, it creates the word ‘unhappy’. Particularly in the study of languages, a prefix is also   called a preformative, because it alters the form of the words to which it is affixed. Prefixes, like other  affixes, can be either inflectional, creating a new form of the word with the same basic meaning and   same lexical category (but playing a different role in the sentence), or derivational, creating a new word   with a new semantic meaning and sometimes also a different lexical category Beard (2020). Prefixes, like all other affixes, are usually bound morphemes Wilson (2015).
  In English, there are no inflectional prefixes; English uses suffixes instead for that purpose. The word   prefix is itself made up of the stem fix (meaning "attach", in this case), and the prefix pre- (meaning   "before"), both of which are derived from Latin roots .
 Concept of Suffixes in Linguistics
 A suffix is an affix which is placed after the stem of a word. Common examples are case endings, which  Indicate the grammatical case of nouns, adjectives, and verb endings, which form the conjugation of   verbs. Suffixes can carry grammatical information or lexical information Mead (2015). A suffix is a letter   or a fixed combination of letters that come after a word to alter either its meaning, it’s part of speech,   or both. Some examples of suffixes are ed, or, ing, s, and ing. Suffixes change the meaning or   grammatical function of a base word or root word, for example, by adding the suffixes -er and -est to                                                                                                                                                                                           the adjective fond, you create the comparative fonder and the superlative fondest.
 In linguistics, a suffix is an affix which is placed after the stem of a word. Common examples are case endings, which indicate the grammatical case of nouns, adjectives, and verb endings, which form the conjugation of verbs. Suffixes can carry grammatical information (inflectional suffixes) or lexical information (derivational/lexical suffixes). An inflectional suffix is sometimes called a dissidence or a  grammatical suffix Mead (2019). Such inflection changes the grammatical properties of a word within its syntactic category. For derivational suffixes, they can be divided into two categories: class-changing  derivation and class-maintaining derivation. Suffixes are morphemes (specific groups of letters with particular semantic meaning) that are added onto the end of root words to change their meaning.  Suffixes are one of the two predominant kinds of affixes.
 The Lexical Representation of Formatives 
 The word “formative” refers to the category which includes the minimal word-building elements of  English. In the lexical representation of formatives, Siegel (1974) make use of only two boundaries: #  and +. However, the formatives of English fall into four principal classes: (I) formatives which happen to be words; (II) stems; (III) suffixes; and (IV) prefixes. These terms are referred to often, and the distinctions among them are crucial. In the work of Siegel (2014), she introduced certain notational conventions which allow the distinct lexical representations of these four classes of formatives. This notation will enable the precise definitions of the terms which this study will be limited to stem, suffix,  and prefix.
               Furthermore, when suffixes attach to words, they belong to a specific syntactic category. Thus,  —ly forms adverbs from adjectives; —ation forms nouns from verbs; and —en forms verbs from adjectives. Such is not the case with prefixes. The lexical entry for each suffix, then, minimally contains  information specifying (1) the category of the items the suffix attaches to and (2) the category of the it ems derived by suffixation.
 Two Classes of Affixes
 In discussing the manner in which prefixes and suffixes are represented in the lexicon, Siegel (2014)  assumed that there is a class of prefixes which is introduced with the + boundary and a class of prefixes  which is introduced with the # boundary. Also that there is a class of suffixes which is introduced with  the + boundary and a class of suffixes which is introduced with the # boundary. However, Siegel justify t he claim that there are two classes of derivational affixes.
Two Classes of Suffixes
 Class I suffixes:
 Class I suffixes are the most useful for beginning readers and spellers to learn because they appear  frequently in words, and their meanings are easy to understand and remember. Often, the suffix causes a spelling change to the original word. Suffixes are mostly category- determining, i.e. changing the syntactic category of the complex word as a whole. Suffix adds a bound morpheme (i.e. a suffix) at the  right edge of a base word, thus producing a suffixed word. Therefore, there is a class of suffixes the  members of which themselves may receive stress and which also cause a rightward shift of main stress  in the words they attach to. For example, télegràph, but telégraph, elícit, but elícitátion, recóver and  recóverable, but recòverabílity. Thus, noun-forming —y, —ation, —able and —ity are all suffixes which  satisfy the environment of the cyclic stress assignment rules and influence the placement of primary  stress. Suffixes which have these properties are introduced with the + boundary. Suffixes which are I ntroduced with the + boundary will henceforth be called Class I suffixes. 
Class II suffixes:
 In addition to the class of suffixes which is introduced with the + boundary, there is another class of suffixes which plays no role in the assignment of stress. These suffixes are called “stress-neutral”.  Examples include adjective-forming —y, —ness, —ly, and noun-forming —al. To ensure that these  suffixes block stress placement, they are introduced with the # boundary. Suffixes which are introduced with the # boundary will henceforth be called Class Il suffixes.
 Two Classes of Prefixes 
 Class I prefixes:
Class I Prefixes can, for example, create a new word opposite in meaning to the word the prefix is  attached to Beard (2020). They can also make a word negative or express relations of time, place or  manner. Prefixes are bound morphemes, which mean they cannot stand alone. Generally, if a group of letters is a prefix, it cannot also be a word. However, prefixation, or the process of adding a prefix to a word, is a common way of forming new words in English.
Class II prefixes: 
Class II Prefixes are sometimes added to complete English words or to root word stems that can be traced to Latin or Greek. Several prefixes serve to make the new word mean the opposite, or nearly the opposite, of the original meaning of the base word. Prefixes are a powerful tool in the English language.  Learning about Class II prefix and how to use them will help you strengthen your vocabulary and develop the ability to vary the language you use in your writing and conversations.                                                                                                                        
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	The researcher with the purpose of scrutinizing (examine) the morphological errors committed by L2 learners has consulted various works, the ideas and experience of authors who have  written on the related topic an analysis of morphological errors in the written English of Senior Secondary School student in Ilorin East Local Government Area.
Language is an invaluable means which human beings are made superior over other living things by the expression of their thoughts and related with one another through sound and arbitrary symbols. English language has a number of indispensable functions in the Nigeria context and it is admitted as the official or national language for the country due to wider level of usage.
Uthman (2018) cites Adetugbo (2018) that English is a language of education and performs multiple functions: English languages which serve such purpose reveals that virtually every sphere of transaction within and outside Nigeria uses it as a means of expression. Mistakes are inevitable but when not corrected they become errors. Adetugbo (2018) stressed English languages as a language of education and performs multiplicity of functions; English language serves such purpose shows that virtually every sphere of transaction within and outside the county uses it as a means of transaction.
And lastly, Uthman (2018) also cites Brown (2017) that the sources of Interlingua interference of mother tongue) Intralingua (within target language) context of learning (teacher induced error) it is obvious that error analysis is an agent of restructuring of error in order to avoid such mistake to occur again.




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODLOGY
	This chapter examines the methodology used in carrying out the research and this would be discussed under the following headings:
a. Research Design
b. Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
c. Instrumentation
d. Validity of the Instrument 
e. Reliability of the Instrument
f. Procedure for Data Collection
g. Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
	Descriptive survey design were used in this study. The descriptive survey were used because it aims at primarily describing, observing and documenting a situation as they occur rather than explaining them. The design has the advantage of producing a good amount of responses from a wide range of people and it involves extracting information from a large number of individual using the same set of questions through personal contact, electronic mails and the phones.
Population of the Study
	The population of this study comprises of all the students of the junior secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The samples used for this study precisely were consisted of hundred (100) students that would be selected through sampling technique. 
Ten (10) male students and Ten (10) female students respondents to the test making a total number of twenty (20) students that were selected from each of the five secondary schools that were used for the study. The students that were selected for this study were in J.S11. The sample was considered suitable for them, for the fact that they have idea of English languages as an academic subject.
Instrumentation
	The main instruments that were used for collecting the data of this study were Teacher Made Achievement Test. The test were conducted personally by the researcher for the students. The test consisted two sections which are students’ personal data, filling the gaps with the correct options from alternatives A-C.
	The researcher in this study were adopt the stratified random sample technique to select the sample for the study. This involves various students from different schools of Ilorin East Local Government Area. They include:
1. Government Day Secondary School, Amule, Ilorin
2. Okelele Secondary School, Ilorin
3. Government Day Senior Secondary School, Oja-Gboro
4. Government Day Secondary School, Karumo, Ilorin
Validity of the Instrument
The validity of the instrument is ascertained as it has undergone all necessary procedures before it was administered. It was presented to the supervisor for necessary corrections and amendments before a final copy of the instrument were produced for administration.
Reliability of the Instrument
Reliability is the strength of an administered test to stand the test of time that is ability to be relevant over a period of time. The instrument is believed to be reliable for the fact that the data collected is well arranged and presented to ascertained its reliability.
	To ascertain the reliability of the instrument, some copies of the instrument were  administered twice to a group of students selected outside the research area. The end of the two administrations of the research area. At the end of the two administrations of the instrument, it were observed that the results obtain in both the first and second administrations of the instrument were the same and consistent making the instrument reliable.
Procedure for Data Collection
	The data for this study were gathered through a test tagged researchers made achievement test. The administration of the test to the respondents would be executed by the researcher through personal contact with the respondents in their various schools.
	Each of the respondents were given a copy of the typed question i.e. teacher made Achievement test, and were collected immediately they are through with it.	
Data Analysis Techniques
	In the analysis of the result of the morphological errors in the written English of students in selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin East local Government Area of Kwara State, the analysis of data obtained were done through frequency distribution and percentage scores.
	This will explained in chapter four of this research work as results were expressed in terms of frequency distribution and percentage scores.

CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF RESULT
	This chapter presents the results and discussion of data gathered in this study. In this chapter, attempt has been made by the researcher through the teacher made achievement test to analyze the response of the selected students on the morphological errors in the written English of students in Ilorin-East local Government Area of Kwara State. It also presents results in tables.
Section A: Analysis of Respondents’ Personal data
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Gender (SEX)
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage %

	Male
	50
	50%

	Female
	50
	50%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2024
Table 1 above indicated that 100 respondents participated in the study in which (50%) were male and (50%) were female respondents, thus we have the same respondents based on gender (Sex)

Table 2: Analysis of Respondents Based on Age
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage %

	15-20
	75
	75%

	20 and above
	25
	25%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2024
	Table 2 above revealed that 100 respondents participated in the study in which 75 (75%) were 15-20 years of age, and 25 (25%) were 20 and above years of age.
Table 3: analysis of Respondents Based on Classes
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage %

	JS 1
	25
	25%

	SS 2
	35
	35%

	JS 3
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: Field Survey 2024
Table 3 above showed that 100 respondents participated in the study in which 25 (25%) was JS 1, 35 (35%) was JS 2 and 40 (40%) were JS 3 teachers.
Section B: Analysis of Questionnaire Items
This section contains the presentation and analysis of data collection based on the research question for data collection of each item on the questionnaire.
Research Question I: Are the types of morphological errors committed sex specific? 
Table 1: Shows whether the Types Morphological Errors Committed are sex specific.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	1
	Does morphological errors committee by Female student complicated tasks like Male.
	30(30%)
	40(40%)
	10(10%)
	20(20%)

	2
	Female have limited time to study due to other intervening activities.
	50(50%)
	30(30%)
	10(10%)
	10(10%)

	3
	Low self esteem among female makes them undervalue their abilities.
	30(30%)
	30(30%)
	20(20%)
	20(20%)

	4
	Negatives attitudes and behaviors’ of teachers towards Female.
	35(35%)
	45(45%)
	10(10%)
	10(10%)

	5
	Male access teachers for longer hours beyond class time unlike Female.
	40(40%)
	45(45%)
	10(10%)
	05(5%)


Source: Author’s Computation 2024
	From table 1 above 70% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that morphological errors committed by female students complicated tasks like male, while 30% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that morphological errors committed by female students does not complicated task like male. 80% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that females have limited time to study while 20% respondents disagreed and strongly agreed that females have limited time to study while 20% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that female do not have enough time to study due to other intervening activities. 60% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that low self esteem among female makes them undervalue their ability while 40% respondents disagreed their ability. While 40% respondents disagree and strongly disagreed that low self esteem does not makes them undervale their ability. Furthermore 80% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that negative attitude and behaviours of teacher towards female while 20%n respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that teachers doest not have negative attitudes and behavior towards female. 85% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that male access teachers for longer hours beyond class time unlike female. While 15% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that male does not access teacher for longer hours beyond class time unlike female.
Research Question II: do the errors committed vary among selected Junior Secondary school students?
Table 2: shows whether the errors committed vary among selected Junior Secondary School Students.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	6
	Errors committed by Ilorin Grammar school does not vary from Odo-Okun Government Day Secondary School.       
	30(30%)
	35(35%)
	15(15%)
	20(20%)

	7
	Many time wasting activities among student in Waziri Secondary School vary from Queen Elizabeth Secondary School. 
	40(40%)
	30(30%)
	20(20%)
	10(10)

	8
	 Lack of teacher satisfaction and motivation in Sheikh Abdulkadir College do not vary from Model College.
	40(40%)
	40(40%)
	10(10%)
	10(10%)

	9
	The methods of teaching performance in Private school vary from teaching in Public School.
	15(15%)
	15(15%)
	40(40%)
	30(30%)

	10
	Family background of the student in Private school vary from student in public school affect their academic  performance.
	20(20%)
	15(15%)
	35(35%)
	30(30%)


Source: Author’s Computation 2023
	From Table 2 above 65% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that Errors committed by Ilorin Grammar school does not vary from Odo-Okun Government Day Secondary School. while 35% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that many time wasting activities among students in Waziri Secondary School vary from Queen Elizabeth Secondary School 70% respondent agreed and strongly agreed that lack of teacher satisfaction and motivation in Sheikh Abdulkadir College do not vary from Model College while 30% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that female do not waste time on immaterial things. 80% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that  the methods of teaching performance in Private school vary from teaching in Public School. 20% respondents disagree and strongly disagree that teacher satisfied and motivated in teaching as their job. 
	Furthermore, 30% respondents agree and strongly agreed that teacher method of teaching is affect performance of education while 70% respondents disagree and strongly disagreed that teachers method of teaching does not affect performance of education. 35% respondents agreed and strongly that Family background of the students in Private school vary from students in public school affect their academic  performance while 65% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that family background of the students does not affect their academic performance.  
Research Question III: Do the morphological errors committed vary among the Discipline (Art, Science and commercial).
Table 3: shows that whether the morphological Errors committed vary among the Discipline (Art, Science and commercial)
	S/N
	ITEMS
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	11
	Do the morphological errors committed vary from student in English Class than student in Art  Class?
	45(45%)
	35(35%)
	15(15%)
	05(05%)

	12
	Do the morphological errors committed vary from the teacher who teaches science class than teacher who teaches commercial class
	20(20%)
	20(20%)
	30(30%)
	30(30%)

	13
	Teachers behavior and attitudes towards student in classrooms vary from teachers behavior and attitude towards student in the Coaching Class.
	30(30%)
	20(20%)
	30(30%)
	20(20%)

	14
	Irregular attendance of English Students vary from Regular class to school schedules
	30(30%)
	30(30%)
	20(20%)
	20(20%)

	15
	Low levels  of persistence among student in Arts class vary from student in English Class
	15(15%)
	15(15%)
	30(30%)
	40(40%)


Source: Authors computation, 2024.
From the table 3 above, 80% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that the morphological errors committed by students in English class vary from student in Art  Class? while 20% respondents disagree and strongly disagreed that male does not have more reading hours than female. 40% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that female fear competitive while 60% respondents disagree and strongly disagreed that females does not fear competition in study.
	Furthermore, 50% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that the morphological errors committed vary from the teacher who teaches science class than teacher who teaches commercial class. While 50% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that Irregular attendance of English Students vary from Regular class to school schedules. 60% respondents agreed and strongly agreed that male are more focus than female while 40% respondents disagreed and strongly disagreed that male are more focus than females in study. 





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Summary
	This research is based on the morphological errors committed by students in selected junior secondary schools in Ilorin East Local Government Area. It examines the background of English language in Nigeria, its place and the role it performs in Nigeria society.
	It also examines some of the views of experts on errors, error analysis, contrastive analysis and morphological errors. Thus the method used in caring out the research is teacher made test (TMT).
	From the analysis of data collected on morphological errors in the English students in selected junior secondary schools, the students seemed to have higher failure in the morphological aspect of English languages. To this end, one could understand the fact students might not have realized the importance of word formation (Morphological) in their written English. The inability of teachers to teach or focus on other aspects of English might also cause learners to commit errors. So, this may account for the low level of the students’ knowledge in morphology.
	The reason why students seem to have higher failure in the morphological aspects of English according to Uthman (2018) who cited Oyeyemi (2019) is inability to differentiate between mass and countable nouns at the phonological level as pluralization of some words which make a lot of students commit a lot of errors in English language.
Conclusion
	Language is governed by rules and any attempt not to adhere strictly to the particular rules may lead to error. As a learner of English Language especially as a second language (L2). Experience shows that students cannot but commit errors such as lexical, Syntax, Semantic, Phonological and morphological errors and sex is not specific. It depends on how adheres to the rules that govern a language.
Students may not realize the importance of the rules that govern word formation in their written English. The inability of teacher to explain the rules on morphological errors aspects of English might also cause learners to commit errors. It also revealed that the number of errors committed vary among the selected junior secondary schools.
From the research carried out on the students, it was discovered that students commit many morphological errors. The findings show that the error committed are 
not sex specific and there are difference in the level of errors committed among respondents from the school neglected.

Recommendations
	From the findings and analysis on morphological errors in written English of students in junior secondary school students, the following recommendations are made:
1. Teachers should teach the morphological aspect of English (Formation of Words) in schools because most teachers of English focus mainly on syntax, semantic, concord, etc. in their teaching.
2. Students should be given exercises such as dictation, letter writing and other essay writings in the classroom so as to improve students on the formation of new words.
3. Adequate teaching materials on morphological process of English language should be provided.
4. Teachers should endeavor to mark students exercise promptly and given instant corrections of their wrong usage.
5. Teachers and other researchers should include concord errors, structural errors, omission of lexical items and most of others not mentioned in this study in the teaching so as to enrich and shed more light on the errors often committed by students in the written works of English as a second language.
All these recommendations stated above could help in limiting or eradication morphological errors in the written English of Students eradication morphological errors in the written English of students.
Suggestion for Further Studies
		This research work tagged the analysis of morphological error in the written English of students in selected Junior Secondary Schools in Ilorin East Local Government area,  and the challenges of students in  English Class. The project goes further to examine the background of English language in Nigeria as well as its roles.
Therefore, it is suggested that future Researchers should carry out a study on error in the aspects of English Language like phonological, syntax, semantic and pragmatic.
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KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
ANALYSIS OF MORPHOLOGICAL ERRORS IN WRITTEN ENGLISH OF JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS STUDENT ILORIN METROPOLIS
Dear Respondents,
Please read the statement below and put (x) mark on the space provided to each statement you prefer most. This instrument attempts to elicit information on the analysis of morphological errors in written English of junior secondary schools student Ilorin Metropolis
Your honest responses to the items would help the researcher making useful suggestions on how the professional competence of English teachers could e enhanced. Information provided would be treated with optimum confidentiality.

Yours faithfully,

Zakariyah Mubarak  Akande
Demographic Information
	Please mark (X) in the bracket against any of the alternative given on each case and also supply answer to others.
1. Sex Male	(   )	Female  (    )
2. Age 10-12 (  ) 12-14 (  ) 15 and above
3. Name of school………………………...…………………………………………….
SECTION B
Please kindly indicate your response by marking (X) on the appropriate columns
SA        -	Strong Agree
A 	   -	Agree
SD	   -	Strong Disagree
D	   - 	Disagree
d. Are the types of morphological errors committed based on gender?
e. Do the errors committed vary among the selected Junior Secondary School students?
f. Do the morphological errors committed vary on the bases of subject area (Art, Science and Commercial)?
SECTION B
	S/N
	ITEMS
Types of morphological errors committed based on gender
	A
	SA
	D
	SD

	1
	Does morphological errors committee by Female student complicated tasks like female.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Female have limited time to study due to other intervening activities.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Low self esteem among female makes them undervalue their abilities.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Negatives attitudes and behaviors’ of teachers towards Female.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Male access teachers for longer hours beyond class time unlike Female.
	
	
	
	

	
	The errors committed vary among the selected Junior Secondary School students?
	
	
	
	

	6
	Errors committed by Ilorin Grammar school does not vary from Odo-Okun Government Day Secondary School.       
	
	
	
	

	7
	Many time wasting activities among student in Waziri Secondary School vary from Queen Elizabeth Secondary School. 
	
	
	
	

	8
	 Lack of teacher satisfaction and motivation in Sheikh Abdulkadir College do not vary from Model College.
	
	
	
	

	9
	The methods of teaching performance in Private school vary from teaching in Public School.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Family background of the student in Private school vary from student in public school affect their academic  performance.
	
	
	
	

	
	Do the morphological errors committed vary on the bases of subject area (Art, Science and Commercial)?
	
	
	
	

	11
	Do the morphological errors committed vary from student in English Class than student in Art  Class?
	
	
	
	

	12
	Do the morphological errors committed vary from the teacher who teaches science class than teacher who teaches commercial class
	
	
	
	

	13
	Teachers behavior and attitudes towards student in classrooms vary from teachers behavior and attitude towards student in the Coaching Class.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Irregular attendance of English Students vary from Regular class to school schedules
	
	
	
	

	15
	Low levels  of persistence among student in Arts class vary from student in English Class
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