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ABSTRACT

This research study explores the influence of parental education background on the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State. Early childhood education is a critical stage in a child's development, and the role of parental involvement and educational background in shaping a child's academic journey cannot be understated. The researcher employed descriptive research design method to collect data from pre-nursery schools within the local government. Participants include parents, guardians and other related relatives to pre-nursery school pupils. Findings indicate a significant correlation between parental educational backgrounds and the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. Parents with higher levels of education tend to engage more actively in their children's learning process, provide additional educational resources, and have higher academic expectations for their children. These factors positively impact the early academic achievements of pre-nursery school pupils. However, the study also highlights challenges faced by pre-nursery school pupils whose parents have limited educational backgrounds. These challenges include a lack of exposure to educational resources and reduced engagement in learning activities at home. The research recommends targeted interventions to bridge the educational disparities among pre-nursery school pupils based on parental education levels. Such interventions may involve parent education programs, community involvement, teacher training, and government policies that prioritize early childhood education. Understanding the influence of parental educational background on pre-nursery school pupils' academic performance is crucial for educators, policymakers, and parents alike. This knowledge can inform strategies to create a more equitable and supportive learning environment, ensuring that all children in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State, have an equal opportunity to thrive in their early education years.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
The importance of early childhood education and the role of parental involvement in shaping a child's academic success have been widely recognized in research and educational policy. Numerous studies have demonstrated that a child's early experiences and environments can have a significant impact on their cognitive, social, and emotional development, and this can have a long-term effect on their academic achievement. One of the study by Lian Tong (2021) concluded that parental education background play an extensive role in shaping a child's academic performance. James S. Coleman (2020) have consistently found that parents with higher education levels tend to have children who perform better academically, even as early as pre-nursery school. 
These parents are more likely to engage in activities that promote their child's cognitive development, such as reading books and playing educational games, and to provide a more supportive home environment that fosters learning. Moreover, study Brown, R. (2022) have also found that parental involvement in early childhood education is critical for children's academic success. When parents are actively involved in their child's early education, children tend to have better academic outcomes and are more likely to continue their education beyond pre-nursery school. The influence of parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils is an important area of research in the field of early childhood education. The study seeks to investigate the relationship between parental education and the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. 
The importance of early childhood education cannot be overemphasized. It is during the early years that a child's cognitive, emotional, and social development is most significant. The foundation of a child's education is built during these years, and it is important that parents play an active role in their child's education. Parents who have higher levels of education are more likely to have the knowledge and resources to support their child's learning. They may also have higher expectations for their child's academic success and may provide a more conducive environment for learning.
On the other hand, parents with lower levels of education may have limited knowledge and resources to support their child's learning. This may result in a less stimulating environment for the child and may impact their academic performance.
Therefore, the study aims to investigate the relationship between parental education and the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. It will also explore other factors such as socio-economic status, parental involvement, and the quality of early childhood education that may impact a child's academic performance.
However, there are still gaps in our understanding of the relationship between parental educational background and pre-nursery school pupils performance. Specifically, there is a need to understand how this relationship may vary across different demographic groups. The communications of educated parents at home through strong vocabulary, good pronunciation and logical arguments in discussion contribute to children’s language development comparing to uneducated parent. Educated parents can also provide proper guidance to their children as they have already gone through the process of education. Therefore, this study aims to contribute to the existing literature by examining the influence of parental education background on pre-nursery school pupils performance and exploring potential variations across different demographic groups. According to Olusola O. Adesope (2022)  noted that  there is significant and  positive effect of parental education level on the academic achievement of pre-nursery school pupils. Specifically, pupils whose parents had higher levels of education performed better academically than pupils whose parents had lower levels of education. 

Statement of the Problem 
The problem associated with the influence of parental educational background on the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils is the potential perpetuation of educational inequalities. Children of parents with higher levels of education are more likely to have access to educational resources, such as books, educational toys, and private tutoring, which can give them an advantage in academic performance. Despite the crucial role that pre-nursery education plays in laying a solid foundation for future academic success of pupils, many pre-nursery school pupils still struggle academically, with this effect the researcher intends to examine the influence of parental education background on pupils performance on pre-nursery school pupils. The researcher seeks to address the potential influence of parent's educational backgrounds on their children's academic performance and to explore whether children of parents with higher levels of education perform better academically than children of parents with lower levels of education. This advantage can further contribute to the achievement gap between pupils from different socio-economic backgrounds and limit opportunities for upward social mobility. Additionally, the pressure on parents to ensure their children succeed academically can lead to a stressful home environment, which can negatively impact the child's overall well-being and development. Therefore, addressing the influence of parental educational background on pre-nursery school pupils academic performance is essential to promote equity and create a more just educational system.
Purpose of the Study 
The main of this study is to investigate the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupil in Ilorin west local Government, Kwara State. The researcher also well examine the relative influence of the variables like Gender, Age, Religion and Location has they constitute to the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils
Research Questions 
The following research questions formulated to guide the study:
1. What extent has parental educational background influence the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils?
2. Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender?
3. Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age?
4. Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of parental status?
5. Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of educational level?
Research Hypothesis
The hypotheses stated in this research work are:
H01:	There is no significant difference related to parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government on the basis of gender.
H02:	There is no significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of age.
H03:	There is no significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of parental status.
H04:  There is no significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of educational level.
Significance of the Study
Both theoretical and field information gathered from the study could be used to provide insights into the factors that affect the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. Understanding the relationship between parental education background and academic performance can help educators and policy-makers design effective interventions to improve their outcomes. This study can also help, parents to have better understand on importance of their own education in their child's academic success. Parents who are aware of the positive impact of their education on their child's academic performance may be more motivated to pursue further education and provide better learning opportunities for their children. The study can help to address issues of educational inequality, by understanding how parental education background influence the academic performance of their children at pre-basic level of education, it will also helps the policy-makers to develop targeted interventions to support children from disadvantaged backgrounds and ensure that they have access to the same educational opportunities.
Scope of the Study
It is the desire of the researcher to centralize effort in carryout survey in investigating the influence of parental educational background on pupils performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, as it has impact on the academic performance of pupils at pre-basic level of education in Ilorin west local government Kwara State.
Definition of Terms
Education – is the process of acquiring needed skills and knowledge which developed overall development of a child.
Policy- this is the set of rules, principles, or guidelines that are established by an organization towards attainment of academic success
Academic- refers to educational activities, institutions, or intellectual pursuits, at pre-basic level of education.
Pre-Basic Education- Pre-basic education refers to the initial stage of formal education that precedes the primary level of education.
Fosters- it refers to providing enabling environment that promote the growth and development of child learning performance.
Demographic - refers to statistical data and characteristics that describe a particular population or group of people
Policy-maker – those are set body or people that formulate rules, principles, or guidelines that are established by an organization towards attainment of academic success













CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction
The review of related literature is carried-out based on previous studies conducted related to the topic of this study, to this end, literature review is carried out under the following sub-headings: 
Theoretical Review
Conceptual framework
· Concept of parental educational background
· Factors responsible for Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
· Importance of Parent Involvement on Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
· Effect of parental educational background on Academic performance of  pre- nursery school pupils
· Factors that affect parental involvement on Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
· Ways of solving those associate problems to academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils.
· Empirical Studies	
· Summary of review of related literature
Theoretical Review
The education of parents has significant influences on children’s knowledge, skills and values. Parent involvement in educational activities at home have positive effects on their kids’ educational attainments. There are research based evidences that children’s vocabulary which is the gate way for educational attainments, other linguistic and social skills have been significantly influenced by their parents at home. According to Duncan (2021) educated parents make efforts to provide enabling education atmosphere to their children at home so that they could benefit from that enabling environment whereas uneducated parents often fail to provide learning-friendly environment to their children at home. The belief is that educated parents lead their children to make efforts for personal development by considering education as the architect of morality and guardian of soul. pupils academic attainment has close relationship with basic facilities at their home which is again linked to parent's education. The facilities at home and the home environment prepare them for facing the lurking challenges of the future educational, social, spiritual and political aspects of life. In addition the parent's educational status, the attitude of parents towards their children and their development infuse the permanent values, which build up the overall spirit and habit of self-learning right from the earlier age of educational level which will rapidly expose the children to academic opportunities, which range from quick understanding of the learning contents, high intelligent quotient, maximum ability to recall any exposure of learnt materials which will give certain child the opportunity to pursue the his or her academic career at all educational level
According to research expertise Davis-Kean (2022) on the influence of parental educational attainment on children's educational outcomes. Her work has highlighted the importance of parental education as a predictor of children's cognitive abilities, school readiness, and academic performance. She has shown that parent's educational backgrounds can shape children's educational aspirations, motivation, and access to educational resources.
In the same vein Pamela Davis-Kean has investigated the mechanisms through which parental education influences children's academic development. Her research has explored factors such as parenting practices, home learning environments, and parental involvement in education. She has demonstrated how these factors mediate the relationship between parental education and children's educational outcomes, she also emphasis on the communications of educated parents at home through strong vocabulary, good pronunciation and logical arguments in discussion contribute to children’s language development. Educated parents can also provide proper guidance to their children as they have already gone through the process of education and they are aware of the heights and falls of educational decisions and therefore they could also share the educational life experiences which are very powerful to motivate their children for studies. These experiences help the individual to mould their behavior and adjust him/herself to the situation properly which leads to prosperous educated life. All these interactions at home including parent’s guidance, mutual communication, helping in the educational decisions and sharing the educational experiences with children have significantly positive relationship with pupil's academic achievement. Home learning made by children’s parents are also assist the length of self-study on the part of their children and such learning has positive influences on pupil's educational performances.
Parental educational status revealed different sorts of relationships and effects on the academic achievement of pupils. According to research findings, different educational status of parents showed different effects on pupils academic attainments and the finding revealed different learning approaches of parents at home place on the attainment level of their children to different stages of education determine the educational outcomes of their wards at early educational level . 
According to Nicola D. Hurry (2021) uneducated parent’s approaches of dealing with their kids is with extra care, but unstable academic settings at home for children education and have high expectations from their children. These strategies contribute uneven and uncertain results of pupils academic achievement. On the contrary, primary pass parents adopt relatively neglected and unrealistic academic approaches for their children as they have high expectations from children with low investments, sometimes corporal punishment and traditional concept of reward and punishment. However, parents with higher educational status are more realistic and systematic while planning the educational targets of their children. The highly educated parents follow modern and adoptive academic settings for their kids at home 
Likewise, research studies also identified the differences on the parent's qualification with reference to the contribution of education in children academic attainments. The researchers have foreseen that parent's educational level is the most important element in predicting children’s academic performances. Parental educational status is more related with children academic attainment and has significant influences on children’s overall achievements. On the other hand, parental education background has effect on children’s academic achievements. The profession and education level of parent directly affect the academic level of their child, which has direct and strongly related to the facilities available for children at home which in turn has relationship with children academic attainments. Parents who are educated provide educational needs, provide extra facilities and opportunities to their children which could contribute more into the academic performance of their children.
James S. Coleman (2021) has identified the negative factors in family such as illiteracy, low involvement in children schooling, low socio-economic status and lack of time for their children which are the main causes of the pupils educational failure. Children’s education is explained by their parent's education because parents and children education is closely correlated. Parent's educational achievement tends to reinforce positive behavior for learning in pupils. The confidence level of parents is related to their mastery of certain cognitive skills and successful experiences in their previous general and educative lives. Those who have successful educational experiences and high cognitive abilities could build up the confidence level of their children and such parents were also found to be able to help in the development of cognitive skills of their children while on other side of the picture, they were found to be unable to help their children in developing cognitive abilities and building up confidence level 
Conceptual Framework
The Concept of parental educational background
Parental education background refers to the educational qualifications and level of education attained by specific parents; it plays a significant role in shaping a child's academic and socio-economic outcomes. The educational background of parents can influence their children's educational aspirations, academic achievement, and future career prospects. Parents with higher levels of education often provide an environment that values education, encourages academic success, and may have a higher socio-economic status, which can positively impact their children's educational outcomes. Parental educational background often reflects a transfer of knowledge, values, and opportunities from one generation to the next. Children from parents with higher levels of education tend to have increased exposure to educational resources, a greater emphasis on academic achievement, and an increased likelihood of pursuing higher education themselves. Parents with primary school education attainment who have completed the  elementary schooling but may not have pursued further education they usually have basic literacy and numeracy skills, which give room to contribute partially to the academic of their wards, comparing to parents with a secondary level education who have completed high school or an equivalent level of education. They typically have a broader range of knowledge and skills beyond basic literacy and numeracy. In the same vein parents that attained more knowledge in advance educational level, who have pursued further studies beyond a bachelor's degree, such as masters or doctoral programs, which they have acquired advanced knowledge and expertise in specific fields. Tend to contribute holistic to the development of the children academic performance.
It's important to note that every individual and family is unique, and educational backgrounds can vary widely. Additionally, while parental education can be influential, it is not the sole determinant of a child's success or educational attainment. Parental educational background can shape parenting practices and expectations. Parents with higher levels of education often have a greater understanding of child development, effective parenting strategies, and the importance of education. They may have higher expectations for their children's academic success and actively engage in supporting their educational journey. Parental educational background can significantly influence a child's educational aspirations and achievement. Parents with higher levels of education often serve as role models and provide support and guidance to their children in navigating the educational system. This support can positively impact a child's motivation, self-belief, and dedication to academic success. Parental education background has been found to have a strong correlation with various aspects of a child's development, including academic achievement, cognitive abilities, socio-economic status, and even health outcomes
It is the role of parents to appraise children perception and hence influence their academic performance. According to Duncan (2021) parents who have develop a positive sense of efficiency for helping their children succeed in academic performance. It is the role of parents to influence children's developmental and educational outcomes through modeling, reinforcement and instruction, Parental role of involvement influence children's academic performance. It is the role of parents to developed parental role conceptions that include active involvement or positive sense of efficacy for helping children in their academic performance.
Factors responsible for Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
The academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils is influenced by a variety of factors that collectively contribute to their overall development and learning capabilities. The following are factors responsible for academic performance of pre-nursery pupils:
Early Childhood Development: The foundation of a child's learning abilities is laid during the early years of their life. A nurturing and stimulating environment during these formative years can greatly impact a child's cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development.
Parental Involvement: The involvement of parents or caregivers in a child's education has a significant impact on their academic performance. Children whose parents are engaged in their learning tend to have better outcomes. This involvement can include reading to the child, engaging in educational activities, and maintaining open communication with the school.
Quality of Pre-school: The quality of the pre-nursery school itself is crucial. A well-designed curriculum, skilled and caring teachers, appropriate student-teacher ratios, and a safe and stimulating learning environment can enhance a child's academic performance.
Health and Nutrition: A child's physical health and nutritional status play a role in their ability to learn. Malnutrition or health issues can hinder cognitive development and overall academic performance.
Social and Emotional Support: A child's emotional well-being and social skills significantly impact their ability to engage with the learning process. Children who feel secure, confident, and have good interpersonal skills tend to perform better academically.
Learning Styles and Abilities: Each child has a unique learning style and pace. Teachers who recognize and cater to these individual differences can help pupils grasp concepts more effectively.
Early Literacy and Numeracy Exposure: Early exposure to literacy and numeracy activities, such as reading books and engaging in counting games, can give children a head start in developing foundational skills.
Cognitive Stimulation: Activities that challenge a child's cognitive abilities, such as puzzles, problem-solving games, and creative activities, contribute to their intellectual development.
Home Environment: Factors such as a quiet and conducive study space at home, access to educational resources, and a supportive family environment can positively influence a child's academic performance.
Peer Interaction: Interacting with peers in a school setting helps children develop important social skills and learn from each other. Positive peer interactions can enhance the overall learning experience.
Teacher Competence: Skilled and well-trained teachers who understand early childhood development and utilize effective teaching methods can make a significant difference in pupils' academic progress.
Play-Based Learning: Pre-nursery education often involves play-based learning, which fosters creativity, imagination, and critical thinking in young children. Play is an essential component of early childhood education and contributes to academic readiness.
Individual Attention: Small class sizes or individualized attention from teachers can allow educators to identify and address learning difficulties.
Quality of Early Education: The quality of the pre-nursery program is crucial. Well-designed curriculum, skilled teachers, appropriate student-teacher ratios, and a stimulating learning environment all contribute to a child's readiness for formal education.
Physical Well-being: A child's physical health can affect their readiness to learn. Proper nutrition, regular sleep patterns, and overall physical well-being contribute to cognitive development.
Language Development: Language skills are crucial for future academic success. Pre-nursery pupils exposed to rich language experiences, including reading, storytelling, and conversations, tend to have better language and literacy skills.
Classroom Environment: A safe, inclusive, and positive classroom environment promotes engagement and learning. Children should feel comfortable expressing themselves and taking risks in their learning.
Parent-Teacher Communication: Open communication between parents and teachers helps ensure that parents are aware of their child's progress and can support their learning at home.
Extracurricular Activities: Participation in extracurricular activities can contribute to a child's overall development, providing opportunities for physical activity, creativity, and social interaction.
Parental Involvement in Relation to Academic Performance of pre-nursery school 
Pupils Parental involvement is important for their children's academic attainment. Duncan (2021) has argued that parental involvement is a function of a parent's beliefs about parental roles and responsibilities, a parent's sense that she or he can help her children succeed in school, and the opportunities for involvement provided by the school or teacher and the parent helping the child at home. Some of the previous studies done in the field of influence of parental involvement on academic performance of pre-school established that it is the role of parents to be initiators to their children. They are supposed to develop physically, cognitively and emotionally. Stevenson (2020) found out that there was improvement in children whose his or her parents monitor closely their children's school progress and initiated contact with the school in response to their academic difficulties. 
Margaret McMillan (2021) also argued that in order to encourage parental involvement in their children's academic affairs, schools need to provide opportunities for school-to-home and home-to-school communications with families, provide communications to families in a language and at a reading level all families can understand, to ensure adequate representation of the entire community of parents on school advisory committees, and distribute information provided at workshops to the families who could not attend parent's awareness about their children's learning difficulties. According to Duncan (2021) parents educational aspirations and level of comfort with the school and staff has been shown to predict levels of involvement. In addition, parent's beliefs about their responsibilities as a parent, their ability to affect their children's education, and their perceptions of their children's interests in school subjects have been shown to predict their involvement at home and at school. Duncan (2021) notes that parent's attitude towards their children's schooling manifest through parental expectation of the child on matters such as career choice and development. In this way, parental expectations regarding the children's academic performance in terms of academic grade are also expressed because the parent spells out the activities that the child should be engaged in and also monitor children's academic progress. Parents' positive attitudes towards their children's academic performance contribute to the overall success in their child education performance.
Importance of Parent Involvement on Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
Parental involvement plays a crucial role in the academic performance and overall development of pre-nursery school pupils. The following are some key reasons why parent involvement is important.
Emotional Support: When parents are involved in their child's education, it creates a strong emotional bond between the child and the parent. This emotional support enhances the child's well-being and provides a secure foundation for their learning. It helps them feel valued and loved, which positively influences their academic performance.
2. Cognitive Development: Parents can actively engage with their pre-nursery school children at home, providing stimulating activities and opportunities for learning. By reading to their children, playing educational games, and encouraging exploration, parents contribute to their child's cognitive development. This involvement fosters curiosity, critical thinking skills, and a love for learning, which are essential for academic success.
3. Reinforcement of Learning: When parents are involved, they can reinforce what children are learning at school. By extending learning activities into the home environment, parents can help children practice new skills and concepts. This repetition and reinforcement facilitate better understanding and retention, leading to improved academic performance.
4. Communication and collaboration: Parent involvement encourages effective communication and collaboration between parents and educators. When parents actively participate in parent-teacher conferences, school events, and discussions, they gain insights into their child's progress, strengths, and areas for improvement. This exchange of information helps parents support their child's learning journey more effectively.
5. Motivation and Confidence: When parents show interest in their child's education, it boosts the child's motivation and confidence. Knowing that their parents value education and are invested in their progress, children develop a positive attitude towards learning. This motivation and confidence have a direct impact on their academic performance and willingness to actively engage in the learning process.
6. Home-School Alignment: Parent involvement promotes alignment between the home and school environments. When parents and educators work together, they can create consistency in expectations, routines, and approaches to learning. This alignment provides a stable and supportive foundation for pre-nursery school pupils, enhancing their academic performance and overall development.
7. Positive home environment: Parents who are actively involved in their child's education create a positive home environment that fosters learning. By showing interest in their child's education and providing a supportive atmosphere, parents contribute to the child's motivation, self-esteem, and overall well-being.
8. Language development: Parent involvement is particularly crucial for language development in pre-nursery school pupils. Conversations, storytelling, and reading aloud with parents contribute to the child's vocabulary, listening skills, and early literacy. Regular communication between parents and teachers also helps in monitoring the child's language progress and addressing any concerns.
9. Building a partnership with educators: Parent involvement establishes a strong partnership between parents and educators. When parents actively engage with teachers, they gain a deeper understanding of their child's progress, strengths, and areas for improvement. This collaboration allows parents and teachers to work together in addressing the child's individual needs and providing appropriate support.
10. Modeling behavior and values: Parents serve as important role models for their children. When parents demonstrate the value of education, show enthusiasm for learning, and engage in educational activities, children are more likely to develop a positive attitude towards education and strive for academic success.
Parent involvement is important for the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils, parent involvement is an instrument use in shaping the academic success of pre-nursery school pupils. By establishing a strong home-school partnership, providing emotional support, reinforcing learning, and collaborating with teachers, provides individualized attention, facilitates communication, and instills motivation, parents create an environment that nurtures the child's growth, development, and enthusiasm for learning. By actively engaging in their child's education, parents can positively impact their child's educational journey from the very beginning to great attainment of desired education.
Effect of parental educational background on Academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils
Parental educational backgrounds have a significant impact on children's academic performance. As the parent served as a first teacher who embrace, expose, and shaping the mind of their wards by instill the spirit of critical thinking at young age towards the attainment of set goals, parent also serve as a beginner that developed child's cognitive and skills required to achieve educational goals from the onset to higher attainment of education. The following are effects of parental educational background on Academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils:
1. PARENTAL ATTITUDES AND VALUES: Parents with higher educational backgrounds often value education and have positive attitudes towards learning. They may prioritize their child's early educational experiences and emphasize the importance of cognitive and social development. These attitudes can create an environment that fosters a love for learning, curiosity, and motivation in the child, which can positively impact their engagement and participation in pre-nursery activities. Parental attitudes and values play a crucial role in shaping a child's development, including their academic performance. Here are some ways in which parental attitudes and values can impact a child's academic performance:
· Valuing Education: Parents who value education tend to prioritize their child's learning and academic success. They understand the importance of education in shaping their child's future opportunities and overall well-being. Such parents often create an environment that fosters a positive attitude towards learning, where education is seen as a pathway to personal growth and achievement.
· Expectations and Standards: Parental attitudes and values influence the expectations and standards they set for their child's academic performance. Parents who have high expectations and set high standards tend to motivate their child to strive for excellence and put in the necessary effort to succeed academically.
· Support and Encouragement: Parents with positive attitudes towards education are more likely to provide support and encouragement to their child. They may offer assistance with homework, engage in educational activities together, and provide emotional support during challenging academic periods. This support and encouragement can boost a child's confidence, motivation, and overall academic performance.
· Modeling Behavior: Children often look up to their parents as role models. Parental attitudes towards learning and education can shape a child's perception of the value of education. When parents demonstrate enthusiasm for learning, engage in continuous self-improvement, and emphasize the importance of education in their own lives, it can positively influence their child's attitudes and behaviors towards learning.
· Communication and Engagement: Parents with positive attitudes towards education tend to communicate more effectively with their child's teachers and educational institutions. They may actively engage in parent-teacher conferences, seek feedback on their child's progress, and collaborate with educators to support their child's learning journey. This involvement can enhance the child's educational experience and positively impact their academic performance.
· Growth Mindset: Parents who embrace a growth mindset, believing that intelligence and abilities can be developed through effort and persistence, tend to instill the same mindset in their children. They encourage their child to view challenges as opportunities for growth, to embrace failures as learning experiences, and to develop a positive attitude towards continuous learning. This mindset can contribute to improved academic performance and a willingness to tackle academic challenges.
2. LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS: Parents' educational background can affect their own language skills and the language-rich environment they provide for their child. Children from homes where parents have higher educational backgrounds may be exposed to a wider vocabulary, more complex language structures, and more opportunities for verbal interaction. This exposure can contribute to the development of strong language and communication skills, which are foundational for future academic success. Language and communication skills are crucial for a child's academic performance and overall development. Here's how parental influence on language and communication skills can impact a child's academic performance:
· Early Language Development: Parents play a fundamental role in a child's language development from infancy. Through verbal interactions, reading, and story-telling, parents contribute to the expansion of a child's vocabulary, comprehension skills, and language fluency. A rich language environment at home lays a strong foundation for future academic success, as language skills are essential for understanding instructions, expressing ideas, and engaging in classroom activities.
· Literacy Skills: Reading to and with a child from an early age is strongly associated with improved literacy skills. Parents who prioritize literacy activities, such as reading books, encouraging writing, and engaging in language-based games, can enhance their child's reading and writing abilities. These skills are vital for academic subjects that involve reading comprehension, written assignments, and critical thinking.
· Verbal Reasoning and Critical Thinking: Effective communication involves not only vocabulary and grammar but also the ability to articulate thoughts, reason logically, and engage in meaningful discussions. Parents who engage their child in conversations, encourage questioning, and provide opportunities for expressing opinions and thoughts can foster strong verbal reasoning and critical thinking skills. These skills are crucial for academic subjects that require analysis, problem-solving, and higher-order thinking.
· Academic Vocabulary: Academic success often hinges on understanding subject-specific vocabulary and terminology. Parents who expose their child to a wide range of words, including academic vocabulary, help develop their child's ability to comprehend and use specialized language. This exposure can improve a child's understanding of academic content across various subjects and positively impact their performance.
· Communication and Social Skills: Effective communication is essential for collaboration, classroom participation, and building relationships with peers and teachers. Parents who model effective communication skills, promote active listening, and provide opportunities for social interaction help their child develop strong communication and social skills. These skills not only contribute to academic performance but also support overall social and emotional development.
· Bilingualism and Multilingualism: In multilingual households, children exposed to multiple languages from an early age can develop enhanced cognitive abilities, including problem-solving, cognitive flexibility, and improved attention. Additionally, being bilingual or multilingual can provide academic advantages, such as improved literacy skills, cross-cultural understanding, and broader perspectives
3. PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT: Parents with higher educational backgrounds tend to be more actively involved in their child's education, even at the pre-nursery stage. They may engage in activities that support their child's learning, such as reading books, engaging in conversations, and providing stimulating educational materials. This involvement can create a supportive and enriched learning environment for the child, enhancing their cognitive, social, and emotional development. Parental involvement is a key factor that has significantly impact on child's academic performance. When parents actively participate in their child's education and engage in various aspects of their learning journey, it several positive effects. Here are some ways parental involvement can influence a child's academic performance:
· Academic Support: Parents who are involved in their child's education provide valuable academic support. They may assist with homework, review assignments, and help clarify concepts or answer questions. This support can enhance a child's understanding of the material, reinforce learning, and contribute to improved academic performance.
· Communication with Teachers: Parental involvement often involves regular communication with teachers. Parents who maintain open lines of communication can stay informed about their child's progress, strengths, and areas for improvement. This enables parents to address any academic challenges promptly and work collaboratively with teachers to support their child's learning.
· School Engagement: Parents who are actively involved in school activities and events demonstrate to their child the importance they place on education. Attending parent-teacher conferences, school meetings, and volunteering in the classroom can positively influence a child's perception of school and motivate them to engage more fully in their academic pursuits.
· Educational Resources and Opportunities: Involved parents often seek out additional educational resources and opportunities for their child. They may provide access to books, educational websites, tutoring, or enrichment programs that complement the school curriculum. Such resources can broaden a child's knowledge, provide additional learning experiences, and contribute to academic growth.
· Setting High Expectations: Parental involvement can shape a child's academic expectations. Parents who set high expectations for their child's academic performance can motivate them to strive for excellence. When children know that their parents value education and have high expectations, they are more likely to set goals, work diligently, and take their academic responsibilities seriously.
· Positive Reinforcement and Encouragement: Involved parents often provide positive reinforcement and encouragement for their child's efforts and achievements. Celebrating successes, recognizing progress, and providing praise can boost a child's confidence, motivation, and overall academic performance. This support helps create a positive learning environment where the child feels valued and encouraged to excel.
4. ACCESS TO RESOURCES: Parental educational background can influence the resources available to a child. Parents with higher educational backgrounds may have more knowledge about early childhood development and access to educational resources such as books, educational toys, and learning apps. These resources can facilitate early learning experiences, promote skill development, and contribute to the child's overall preparedness for future academic endeavors. Access to resources have a significant impact on a child's academic performance. Parents who provide their children with various educational resources create an environment that supports and enhances their learning. Here's how access to resources can influence a child's academic performance:
· Learning Materials: Parents who provide access to learning materials such as books, educational toys, art supplies, and technology enable their children to engage in independent learning and exploration. These materials can help reinforce classroom learning, stimulate curiosity, and develop essential skills across different subjects.
· Technology and Internet: With the increasing reliance on technology in education, access to computers, tablets, and the internet can significantly benefit a child's academic performance. It allows them to access educational websites, digital learning platforms, and online resources that supplement their learning. Technology can also provide opportunities for interactive learning, research, and creative expression.
· Tutoring and Educational Support: Parents who invest in tutoring or educational support services for their child provide additional academic assistance and personalized attention. These resources can help address specific learning needs, reinforce challenging concepts, and provide guidance in areas where the child may require extra support.
· Cultural and Enrichment Experiences: Parents who expose their children to cultural and enrichment experiences contribute to their overall educational development. Trips to museums, cultural events, art exhibitions, and educational outings expose children to diverse knowledge, perspectives, and experiences that broaden their understanding of the world and enhance their critical thinking skills.
· Quality Schools and Educational Institutions: Parents who have the means and opportunity to enroll their children in quality schools and educational institutions provide access to better educational resources, well-qualified teachers, and comprehensive curricula. These institutions often offer advanced courses, specialized programs, and extracurricular activities that can enrich a child's learning experience and academic performance.
· Academic Support Services: Access to academic support services such as counseling, learning centers, and academic interventions can significantly benefit pupils who require additional assistance. These services can provide guidance, personalized support, and strategies to help children overcome academic challenges and reach their full potential.

5. PARENTAL EXPECTATIONS AND ASPIRATIONS: Parents educational background shape their expectations and aspirations for their child's educational journey. Higher-educated parents may have higher expectations for their child's cognitive and social development during the pre-nursery stage. This can indirectly influence the child's motivation, engagement, and effort in pre-nursery activities. Parental educational expectations refer to the goals, aspirations, and standards that parents hold for their child's academic performance and educational attainment. These expectations can have a significant influence on a child's academic performance in several ways:
· Motivation and Effort: When parents have high educational expectations for their child, it often translates into higher motivation and effort on the child's part. Children are more likely to put in the necessary time and energy to succeed academically when they understand that their parents value and expect educational achievement.
· Goal Setting: Parental expectations help shape a child's goal-setting behavior. When parents express clear educational expectations, it provides a framework for the child to set their own academic goals. Setting specific, achievable goals can enhance a child's focus, determination, and commitment to academic success.
· Study Habits and Work Ethic: Parents with high educational expectations often emphasize the importance of good study habits and a strong work ethic. They may encourage regular study routines, time management skills, and perseverance in the face of challenges. These habits contribute to better academic performance and build a foundation for lifelong learning.
· Educational Aspirations: Parental expectations can influence a child's educational aspirations and choices. When parents express the belief that higher education is attainable and valuable, it can inspire their child to aim for higher academic achievements. This in turn, can shape the child's long-term educational goals and career aspirations.
· Academic Support and Guidance: Parents with high educational expectations are more likely to provide academic support and guidance to their child. They may actively engage in their child's education, communicate with teachers, and seek resources or additional learning opportunities. This involvement can positively impact a child's academic performance and provide them with the necessary support to succeed.
· Perceptions of Academic Ability: Parental expectations can shape a child's perception of their academic abilities. When parents have high expectations, it conveys the belief that their child is capable of academic success. This positive perception can boost a child's self-confidence, self-efficacy, and belief in their own academic capabilities.
Factors that affect parental involvement on Academic Performance of pre-nursery school pupils
Several factors can influence parental involvement in children's academic performance. These factors can either facilitate or hinder the extent to which parents are engaged in their child's education. Here are some factors that can affect parental involvement
Education Level: Parental education level has been consistently linked to higher levels of parental involvement in children's education. Parents with higher education levels tend to have a better understanding of the importance of education and may possess more resources and knowledge to support their child's academic development.
2. Socio-economic Status: Socioeconomic status can impact parental involvement. Families with higher socioeconomic status often have more resources and access to educational opportunities, which can facilitate greater involvement in their child's academic life. On the other hand, families facing financial constraints or limited resources may face barriers to involvement.
3. Parental Attitudes and Beliefs: Parental attitudes and beliefs about education play a crucial role in determining their level of involvement. Parents who prioritize and value education are more likely to actively participate in their child's academic life. Beliefs about the importance of parental involvement and its impact on a child's academic success can shape the extent of their engagement.
4. Cultural and Ethnic Background: Cultural and ethnic background can influence parental involvement. Different cultural norms and values may shape parental expectations, communication styles, and engagement with the education system. It is essential to consider and respect the diverse cultural perspectives and practices that influence parental involvement.
5. Time Constraints and Work Demands: Time constraints and work demands can significantly affect parental involvement. Parents who have demanding work schedules or multiple jobs may face challenges in finding time to participate actively in their child's academic activities or engage with the school community.
6. Parent-Teacher Relationships: The quality of parent-teacher relationships can impact parental involvement. Positive and collaborative relationships between parents and teachers can foster greater involvement, as parents feel more comfortable and connected to their child's school environment. Effective communication and mutual trust are essential in building these relationships.
7. Family Structure and Support: Family structure and support systems can influence parental involvement. Single-parent households or families facing significant challenges may have additional responsibilities and limited support, making it more difficult to engage actively in their child's academic life. Strong family support systems and cohesive family structures can facilitate greater involvement.
8. Access to Resources: Access to educational resources, including books, technology, tutoring services, and educational materials, can affect parental involvement. Parents who have access to resources are better equipped to support their child's learning at home and provide supplementary educational experiences.
9. School Climate and Policies: The school climate and policies can impact parental involvement. Schools that create a welcoming and inclusive environment for parents and actively involve them in decision-making processes tend to have higher levels of parental engagement. Supportive school policies and practices can encourage and facilitate parental involvement.
10. Communication and Language Barriers: Effective communication between parents and schools is crucial for parental involvement. Language barriers or lack of effective communication channels can hinder parent's ability to engage with teachers and understand their child's academic progress. Schools should strive to provide translation services, multilingual resources, and clear communication channels to foster parental involvement.
Ways of solving those associate problems to academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils
To address the factors that can hinder parental involvement in a child's academic performance, several strategies can be implemented. Here are some ways to solve these problems:
1. Enhancing Access to Resources: Schools and communities can work together to ensure that educational resources are accessible to all parents, regardless of their socioeconomic status. This can include providing information on affordable educational materials, libraries, online resources, and community programs. Financial assistance or scholarships can be offered to families in need to ensure equitable access to resources.
2. Parent Education and Empowerment: Providing parent education programs and workshops can empower parents with knowledge and skills related to child development, effective parenting strategies, and navigating the education system. These programs can be offered in multiple languages and tailored to the specific needs and cultural backgrounds of the parents.
3. Building Effective Communication Channels: Schools should establish effective communication channels to bridge any language or cultural barriers that may exist. This can involve employing bilingual staff or interpreters, utilizing translation services, and providing written communication in multiple languages. Schools can also organize regular parent-teacher conferences, open houses, and workshops to facilitate dialogue and information sharing.
4. Creating a Welcoming School Environment: Schools should strive to create a welcoming and inclusive environment that values parental involvement. This can involve training teachers and staff in cultural competence and sensitivity, implementing practices that promote respect for diverse backgrounds, and ensuring that school policies and procedures are transparent and easily understood by parents.
5. Flexible Scheduling and Parental Involvement Opportunities: Schools can offer flexible scheduling options for parent involvement activities, such as evening or weekend meetings, to accommodate parents with demanding work schedules. Providing a variety of involvement opportunities, such as volunteering in the classroom, participating in school events, or joining parent advisory committees, allows parents to contribute in ways that suit their availability and interests.

6. Strengthening Parent-Teacher Partnerships: Schools can actively foster positive relationships between parents and teachers. This can involve regular communication between teachers and parents, sharing updates on pupils progress, and involving parents in decision-making processes. Providing training and support for teachers on effective parent-teacher communication and engagement strategies can also strengthen these partnerships.
7. Collaboration with Community Organizations: Schools can collaborate with community organizations and resources to provide additional support for parents. This can include partnering with local libraries, community centers, or nonprofit organizations that offer educational programs, tutoring services, or parent support groups. By leveraging these resources, schools can extend their reach and provide parents with additional avenues for involvement and support.
8. Parent Mentoring and Support Networks: Establishing parent mentoring programs or support networks can be beneficial, especially for parents who may be facing multiple challenges or barriers. Connecting experienced parents with new or struggling parents can provide guidance, encouragement, and a sense of community. These networks can facilitate the sharing of resources, information, and experiences, fostering a supportive environment for parental involvement.
9. Encourage Parent Involvement in Decision-Making: Involve parents in decision-making processes at the school level. Parental input can be sought through parent advisory councils, surveys, or focus groups to gather feedback and ideas on school policies, curriculum, and programs. This inclusion empowers parents, making them feel valued and invested in their child's education.
10. Support Parental Advocacy: Schools can support parents in advocating for their child's educational needs. This can involve providing information about available resources, helping parents navigate the education system, and empowering them to actively engage in discussions about their child's education.
Empirical Studies
Many studies have been reviewed for this study. The researcher unraveled many relevant researches that have been conducted in this area, among such studies are:   
Duncan (2021) noted that Parental education background is positively associated with parental involvement in their child's education. Parents with higher education levels tend to be more actively engaged in their child's learning, participate in school activities, and communicate effectively with teachers. This study tried to examine the core influence of parental education background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. The research revealed that pupils who have a supportive parent towards their academic, performed excellently in their learning, right from basic level of education to higher attainment. This research also represents that there are so many factors that are responsible for this, among which are, education level of parent, attitudes and beliefs as they contributes to better academic outcomes and educational experiences for children.
Another study by Davis-Kean which also concluded that parental education contributes holistic to cognitive development of a child towards their academic achievement. Children of parents with higher levels of education tend to perform better academically compared to children of parents with lower levels of education. This relationship holds true across various educational stages, including preschool and early elementary years., these findings provide a foundation for understanding the potential impact of parental education on early childhood education outcomes.
Summary of Review of Related Literature
The literature review has revealed that parents are the children's first and most influential teacher who brings overall development in both cognitive and skills manipulation to the mind of their children at earlier stage of learning. Additionally, the theories also note that parent who help their children in learning, play important roles to academic success. Although the theories agreed that parent involvement contributes to pupils achievement, but parent with high education background tend to assist their wards to excel more in their academic pursuing.
The literature review also revealed the influence of parental education background on pre-nursery school pupils academic performance. Parental education background has been consistently associated with positive academic outcomes for children across various stages of education, including pre-school level of education. Children of parents with higher education levels tend to have better academic achievement, language and cognitive development, school readiness, educational aspirations, and benefit from increased parental involvement in their education. It was also found that parental education plays a significant role in shaping a child's early academic experiences and sets a foundation for future educational success. These findings emphasize the importance of supporting parents, providing educational resources, promoting parental involvement, and creating a conducive learning environment for children during their pre-nursery level of education.




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This study investigated the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State. This chapter describes and discusses the design and procedure for the study, the population and the sample used. A description is also made of the instrument for data collection as well as its validity and reliability. Also discussed in this chapter are the procedures for the administration of the instrument and statistical tool for data analysis.
Research Design
A descriptive research design was used in gathering information from the respondents through the use of questionnaire, on influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State. This method was adopted because enabled the researcher to discover relative opinions and different perceptive of the selected population through individual response derived from the respondents. Besides, it enable the researcher’s effort in finding out the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State
Population of the Study   
The population of this study comprise all selected areas in Ilorin West Local Government, which the researcher chose randomly, within the selected area, those areas was  the focus point for the researcher’s who centralized his effort throughout the findings on influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State.
Sample and Sampling Technique 
Sampling technique drawn out from the total population through purposive random sampling technique. The rationale behind restricting the population to minimise selected data is due to large data which the researcher generated for the study. The processes will adequate randomization in the selection which is necessary in the conduct of research.  
Instrument for Data Collection
 A structured questionnaire was used as instrument for data collection. The questionnaire was designed by the researcher for the entire respondents, which appeared in two sections A and B. section “A” sought for personal information from the respondents. Section “B” elicited responses based on the research questions. Section A required ticking (√) inside the provided bracket while section B consist of four option which are (SA, A, D, and SD) and (VHE, HE, VLE, LE) 
Validation of Research Instrument 
The instrument was validated to ensure both the content and construct validity. To achieve these, the instrument was given to the supervisor including other experts. Their observation was incorporated in the final questionnaire for distribution and in order to guarantee validity, the researcher hook the corrections made into account and provided enough clear questions for respondents.  
Reliability of Instrument 
To establish the reliability of the instrument, the researcher adopted using of split half method, it noted that reliability as the consistence and dependability of the instrument, to measure what is purpose to measure, therefore, Pearson product moment co-efficient of correlation was adopted to determine the reliability index of 0.05 for the instruments. 
Method of Data collection 
The researcher the questionnaire to the respondents on the next visit to the various selected Areas. The researcher creates a rapport with each respondent with a view of verbally explaining the purpose of the study. The researcher distributed about 40 questionnaires and collected on the next visit to make sure that the responses from the sample were accurate. 
Data Analysis 
The information relating to the research questions were collected and presented in chapter four for analysis and interpretation of data. The data was analyzed using T-test to determine the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State. In order to interpret the data obtained and to answer the research questions. The interpretation of data was based on the following score intervals:
· Strongly Agree  (SA) = 4 
· Agree  (A) = 3 
· Disagree (D) = 2  
· Strongly Disagree (SD) = 1
Also the following score interval was use
· Very High Extent (VHE) =4
· High Extent (HE) = 3
· Low Extent  (LE) =2
· Very Low Extent (VLE) =1
In analyzing the data, mean and standard deviation was use.
Formula for Mean Deviation = Efx/N 
Decision Rule
     For a decision to be taken, the mean was calculated as: 4 + 3 + 2 + 1 = 10 / 4 = 2.5. Therefore any value above 2.5 is agreed, while any value that is less than 2.5 or 50% is disagreed.










CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
Introduction 
This chapter contains detailed presentation of results, findings and discussion of findings obtained from the analysis. All the data collected through the structured questionnaire are fully analyzed and discussed in an attempt to provide answers to the four research questions. This analysis was carried out under the following sub-headings:
Analysis of demographic Variables of the Respondent
Analysis of data to answer the Research Questions
Discussion of Findings
Table 4: Analysis of demographic Variables of the Respondents
	S/N
	Areas
	             Percentages   (%)

	1
	        Oko-Erin
	                     20

	2
	        Adewole
	                     15

	3
	        Baboko
	                     10

	4
	        Warrah 
	                     35

	                 TOTAL
	                     80


Analysis of data to answer the Research Questions
Research Question 1
What extent has parental educational background influence the academic 
performance of pre-nursery school pupils?
 Table 3:  Summary of result showing the influence of  parental educational background on the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	  X                                                                                              
	SD
	REMARK

	1
	To what extent has parental educational background contributes to the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils.
	2.98
	1.03    
	High Extent

	2
	To what extent does a higher level of parental education typically lead to better academic outcomes for pre-nursery school pupils.
	2.75
	0.98
	High Extent

	3
	 To what extent does  parents with a higher level of education provide additional educational resources and support for their pre-nursery school pupils.
	3.15
	1.07      
	High Extent

	4
	To what extent does a parent with higher educational backgrounds likely to have higher expectations for their child's academic performance.
	3.1
	1.05  
	 High Extent

	            Average   mean
	3.0
	1.0
	HIGH EXTENT


Source: Field Survey, 2024.
Results from Table 3 shows the Summary of result of the influence of parental educational background on the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. It was revealed that parental educational background has a significant impact on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West   local Government, Kwara State.  It could be observed that the Average mean is 3.0. This implies that parental educational background has impact of academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West  local Government, Kwara State. 
Research Question 2
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, of kwara State on the basis of gender?
Table 4:  Summary of result on is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, Kwara State on the basis of gender.



	S/N
	                               ITEMS
	    X                                                                                             
	SD
	REMARK

	1
	Parental educational background on academic performance vary based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	3.02 
	1.5    
	Agree

	2
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	3.16 
	1.9
	Agree

	3
	Parent's academic expectations differ based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	2.79    
	0.95      
	Agree

	               Average   mean
	3.0
	1.45
	Agreed


Source: Field Survey, 2024. 
Results from Table 4 shows the Summary of result on the difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender. It was revealed that parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West   local Government, Kwara State vary as some parents tend to pay limited roles in supporting their wards at early childhood education of their children. From the findings the researcher noted that not all children have an equal supportive education from their parents, as some parents consider male education more important than female education. It could be observed that the Average mean is 3.0. This implies that there is a difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender.
Research Question 3
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age?
Table 5: Summary of result on, is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age.



	S/N
	 ITEMS
	   X                                                                                          
	SD
	REMARK

	1
	Parents with high educational backgrounds provide  educational support to their children at earlier age of pre-nursery educational level.
	3.3 
	1.03
	Agree

	2
	Parents with low educational background  provide more educational support to their children at earlier age of pre-nursery education than the patents with higher educational qualification.
	3.3
	1.03
	Agree

	3
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on the age of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	3.04
	1.03
	Agree

	4
	 Parents with higher educational backgrounds tend to have higher academic expectations for their pre-nursery school pupils at a certain age.
	2.98   
	0.98
	Agree

	             Average   mean
	3.1
	1.0
	AGREED


      Source: Field Survey, 2024.
Results from Table 5 shows the Summary of result on the difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age. It was revealed that parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West   local Government, Kwara State as some parent’s perspective vary on a certain age required to support their wards towards their academic attainment at eelier childhood education. It was noticed that the assistance given by some parents on their child’s academic performance vary on their child based on certain age of their children. It could be observed that the Average mean is 3.1. This implies that there is a difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age.
Research Question 4
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of parental status?
Table 6: Summary of result on, is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of parental status.
	S/N
	                                  ITEMS
	                                                                                                      
	SD
	REMARK

	1
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on both parent's educational backgrounds.
	3.0     
	1.03
	Agree

	2
	Parents with low educational background contribute positively to the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils 
	2.7      
	0.98
	Agree

	3
	The illiteracy level of parent affect the overall performance of their children at earlier stage of education
	2.96
	0.99
	Agree

	                       Average   mean
	 2.8  1.0          AGREED


Source: Field Survey, 2024.
Results from Table 5 shows the Summary of result on the difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of parental status. It was revealed that parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West local Government, Kwara State vary on the aspect of parental status as it influenced the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils. It was found that parent with high literacy level tend to attach great important to their child’s educational attainment as it bring overall development on their child’s academic at pre-nursery level of education, this implies that parent who are educated probe to assist their wards academically during their childhood education as it constitute to academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State.
Discussion of Findings
The result from the data collected were analyzed,, interpret and discussed, the following discussion were revealed. From table 3, it was discovered that the influence of parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school students cannot be over-emphases, from the survey and data computation, it was disclosed that parental educational background tailor out the positive influence on academic performance of pre-nursery school students in Ilorin West local Government, Kwara State, with a prove of field survey outcomes, it was actually noted that the relationship between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school students had an average mean of 3.0, which actually explains how importance is parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school students in Ilorin West local Government, Kwara State. The researcher observed that academic performance of pre-nursery school students really hinges on the effort made by their parents, towards their educational pursue.
From table 4, the result also explains the difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender. It was revealed that parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West   local Government, Kwara State vary as some parents tend to pay limited roles in supporting their wards at early childhood education of their children. From the findings the researcher noted that not all children have an equal supportive education from their parents, as some parents consider male education more important than female education. It could be observed that the Average mean is 3.0. This implies that there is a difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender.
  	From table 5, the data gathered, shows that there is difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, Kwara State on the basis of age. It was revealed that parental educational background on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West   local Government, Kwara State as some parent’s perspective vary on a certain age required to support their wards towards their academic attainment at early childhood education. It was noticed that the assistance given by some parents on their child’s academic performance vary on their child based on certain age of their children, through the data generated from the field survey with an Average mean of 3.1, which shows that there is a difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of age. 





CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
This chapter is the final part of this study and it is divided into summary of findings, conclusions made in the course of this study, recommendations made to the case study, sector, regulating body and other interested bodies. In addition, this chapter addresses the areas in which further studies can be conducted.
Summary 
This section presents the summary of the study as related to the set research questions hence, the following are the summary of the findings.	
From the outcome, the field survey carryout by the researcher it was found, the reason for the needs of parental educational background on childhood education as it’s crucial and play an essential impact on academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
It was found from the stated that says there is no significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of age,  the statement was proved to be wrong, from the findings, it was proved that parental educational background has a significant impact on academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State as it contribute to the overall educational performance of pre-basic school pupils which leads to continuous development of their metal ability in the course of pursing their education at all level
It was also found from the stated that says there is no significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of age. The statement was proved to be a wrong, from the field survey the researcher found out that the educational support rendered by the parent differ based on the age of the pre-nursery school pupils, in Ilorin west Local Government, has the type of education given by some parent vary based on the age of their children at early childhood education. As it help them to develop fundamental skill, knowledge, and traits that make them to be performed maximally in the academic, right from the earlier education level to higher learning of education. It was also found that there is a significant difference between parental educational background and academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State on the basis of parental status, has the field survey proved that parental educational background play a crucial roles in making the pre-nursery pupils possess the necessary skills and competence which are required before venture into higher learning of education thus it developed and instill the spirit of self-confidence in learning process in the mind of pupils right from their earlier educational level as it eventually reflect on their academic performance of pre-basic school pupils in Ilorin west local government Kwara State.
Conclusion
The researcher investigated the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local, Kwara State. Eighty (80) item of research questionnaires were used to elicit response from the respondents in some area in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State University. The stated numbers was randomly chosen for out of the population, the questionnaire was based on four research questions. Finally, the results were discussed and some recommendations were made.
At the end of the research, the study revealed that, parental education background has become indispensable as long as academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils is concerned. Also parental education background to a great extent, influences the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local area, parental education background practically increase the literacy level of pre-nursery school pupil which leads to outstanding performance on academic of pre-nursery school pupils  
Implications of the Study
Educational Policy: Findings could inform policies aimed at supporting parents with lower educational backgrounds through targeted programs or resources to improve children’s academic outcomes.
Parenting Programs: The study might highlight the need for educational workshops or support groups for parents, regardless of their educational level, to enhance their ability to support their children’s learning.
Early Childhood Education: Insights could help pre-nursery schools develop strategies to address diverse educational backgrounds among parents and create a more inclusive learning environment.
Further Research: The study could pave the way for more in-depth research into how different dimensions of parental involvement and educational background influence early childhood development and academic performance.
Community Engagement: Schools and communities might use the findings to develop initiatives that foster greater engagement and support for families, enhancing overall educational outcomes.


Recommendation
The following recommendations were made based on the researcher’s findings:
The researcher recommends the followings:
· Encourage parents to pursue higher levels of education if possible and provide access to adult education programs for those who did not complete their formal education.
· Raise awareness among parents about the positive impact of their own educational background on their children's early learning experiences.
· Conduct workshops and seminars for parents to help them understand how to engage effectively in their child's learning process, regardless of their own educational background.
· Ensure that pre-nursery schools have sufficient educational resources and materials, particularly for children whose parents have lower educational backgrounds.
· Provide training for pre-nursery school teachers on addressing the diverse needs of students, including those with parents of varying educational backgrounds.
· Support teachers in creating inclusive and stimulating learning environments.
· Foster partnerships between pre-nursery schools, local communities, and NGOs to support early childhood education programs.
· Advocate for government policies that prioritize early childhood education and allocate resources to improve the quality of pre-nursery schools.
· Lobby for increased investment in teacher training, infrastructure development, and the provision of educational materials.
· Encourage peer-to-peer mentoring among parents, where those with higher educational backgrounds can guide and support others.
Limitations of the Study
Sample Size and Selection: If the study involves a small or non-representative sample of pre-nursery schools, the findings may not be generalizable to a broader population.
Data Collection Methods: Reliance on self-reported data from parents or teachers could introduce biases or inaccuracies.
Confounding Variables: Other factors affecting academic performance, such as socio-economic status, school resources, and parental involvement in general, might not be fully controlled for.

Measurement Tools: The methods used to assess academic performance and parental educational background might not capture all relevant dimensions or could lack sensitivity.
Temporal Constraints: If the study is cross-sectional, it might not account for changes over time or causal relationships between parental education and academic outcomes.
Suggestions for Further Studies
1.	 Further investigations could be carried out or replicated in other levels of education in Nigeria;
2. 	The sample of similar study could be increased to allow for generalization of findings; and
3. 	The sub-variables of the study could be further expanded by future researchers as a way of further studies.
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APPENDIX    
      Ekiti State University in Affiliation With,
						      Kwara State College of Education,
						      Ilorin, Kwara State.

QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE INFLUENCE OF PARENTAL EDUCATION BACKGROUND ON PUPIL’S ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE ON PRE-NURSERY SCHOOL PUPILS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT, KWARA STATE

This instrument intends to elicit your opinions on the influence of parental education background on pupil’s academic performance on pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, Kwara State. It will be appreciated, if you could supply adequate and precise information as required. Any information supplied shall be treats in stick confidence. 
Section ‘A”   (Personal Information)
     Please indicate as may be required.  
							Name: Ogundeji Femi Yinka
							Matric No: EKSU/IL/R3/21/0368

1.   Relationship with the child?
Parent/Guardian (    )   others (please specify) ___________
2.  Age?  16 - 25 (    )   26 – 35 (     )   36 & above (      )
3. Gender?  Male (      )    Female (     )
4. Educational qualification?
        ND/N.C.E H.N.D (   )   BS.C & above   (     )   others (please specify)
Section “B’   pleases tick (√) the items as appear to you
Research Question 1
What extent has parental educational background influence the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils?
Table One: Research questions 1 on, how parental educational background influence the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils?




	S/N
	                 Item Description
	Very High Extent
(VHE)
	High Extent  
(HE)
	Low Extent
  (LE)
	Very Low Extent
(VLE)

	5
	To what extent has parental educational background contributes to the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils.
	
	
	
	

	6
	To what extent does a higher level of parental education typically lead to better academic outcomes for pre-nursery school pupils.
	
	
	
	

	7
	 To what extent does  parents with a higher level of education provide additional educational resources and support for their pre-nursery school pupils.
	
	
	
	

	8
	To what extent does a parent with higher educational backgrounds likely to have higher expectations for their child's academic performance.
	
	
	
	






Research Question 2
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, kwara State on the basis of gender?
Table Two: Research questions 2 on, is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State on the basis of gender.
	S/N
	                  Item Description
	Strongly      Agree (SA)
	Agree
  (A)
	Disagree
  (D)
	Strongly Disagree (SD)

	9
	Parental educational background on academic performance vary based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	
	
	
	

	10
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Parent's academic expectations differ based on the gender of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	
	
	
	





Research Question 3
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State on the basis of age?
Table Three: Research questions 3 on, is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State on the basis of age?
	S/N
	         Item Description
	Strongly      Agree(SA)
	Agree
  (A)
	Disagree
  (D)
	Strongly Disagree(SD)

	12
	Parents with high educational backgrounds provide educational support to their children at earlier age of pre-nursery educational level.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Parents with low educational background provide more educational support to their children at earlier age of pre-nursery education than the patents with higher educational qualification.
	
	
	
	

	14
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on the age of the pre-nursery school pupil.
	
	
	
	

	15
	 Parents with higher educational backgrounds tend to have higher academic expectations for their pre-nursery school pupils at a certain age.
	
	
	
	



Research Question 4
Is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, Kwara State on the basis of parental status?
Table Four: Research questions 4 on; is there any difference in the parental educational background and academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils in Ilorin west local government, Kwara State on the basis of parental status?





	S/N
	     Item Description
	Strongly      Agree (SA)
	Agree
  (A)
	Disagree
  (D)
	Strongly Disagree(SD)

	16
	The level of educational support provided by parents vary based on both parent's educational backgrounds.
	
	
	
	

	17
	Parents with low educational background contribute positively to the academic performance of pre-nursery school pupils 
	
	
	
	

	18
	The illiteracy level of parent affect the overall performance of their children at earlier stage of education
	
	
	
	




48

