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ABSTRACT
This study examined on the socio-economic influence of the family on the academic performance of students in selected secondary school in Irepodun L.G.A. Area of Kwara State. The study was guided by four research questions and hypotheses. A descriptive survey research method was adopted for this study. The study population comprises of students in some selected senior secondary schools in Irepodun local government. However, due to large population of the study, a sample of 100 students was used and selected for this study. Also, the instrument used was a self-structured questionnaire of close-ended to be answered by the study. Data analysis was done using frequency counts, simple percentage and chi-square statistics was used to test the hypotheses.  Based on the findings, the following results was revealed that there is significant relationship between parental educational qualification and students academic performance; there is significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance; parent motivational level has influence on students academic performance; and parental marital status has direct influence on students academic performance. Based on the findings, it was recommended among others that parents and guardians should ensure that parental background variables like parental education level, income level, motivation level and marital status are not held with significant hands in order not to pose a long run negative effect on their children’s academic performance.  Parents and guardians should endeavour to be academically sound and ensure acquisition of additional academic study when and where need be in order to positively influence their children’s academic performance. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study
Academic performance of students especially at the secondary school level is not only a pointer to the effectiveness or otherwise of schools but a major determinant of the future of youths in particular and the nation in general (Aremu and Osonwa, as cited in Ewumi, 2012). Adeyemo (2001) also opined that the major goal of the school is to work towards attainment of academic excellence by students. According to him, the school may have other peripheral objectives but excellent academic performance of children is often the expectation of all parents. Unfortunately, the quality of secondary education in Nigeria is threatened because students are witnessing unprecedented mass failure in both internal and external examinations respectively.
According to Ajila and Olutola (2002), in the May/June 2006 WAEC results, only 25% of the total number of students that sat for the examinations had five credits and above indicating that 75% of the total number of candidates failed. A general review of the situation reveals that there is a growing gap and the question is, who is to be blamed for this poor academic performance?
Academic adjustment is relevant for students success in school as learning and positive behaviour are enhanced when students are adjusted academically. Academically adjusted students usually value what they are learning, are positively involved in classroom activities and receive good grades. Unfortunately, many students in secondary school experience problem in adjusting academically which manifest itself in the form of poor performance and behaviour problems such as truancy, aggressiveness, cheating in examinations and even dropping out of school.
Families in general and parents in particular, have often been deemed to be the most important support system available to the child. The strongest factor in modelling a child’s persona his parents. Coleman, (1997) proposed that family influence can be separated into components such as economic, human and social capital. Hence a parent’s status correlates with academic achievements of their children at secondary level. Ibalaoro (2012) indicate that the parent status of a student is based on family Income, Parental educational level and Parental occupation.
Furthermore, Kainuwa and Yusuf (2013) stated that the home environment and family processes provide a network of physical, social and intellectual forces and factors which affect them, the family’s level of encourage activities in the home are related to parental status. It is against this background that this study was undertaken to investigate the Relationships among Parents’ Educational level, Income, Academic Adjustment and Performance among senior secondary school students in Kwara metropolis.
Parent has vital roles to play in the life of a child. The involvement of a parent on a child determines the future of such child. Parenting involvement is a catch-all term for many different activities including at 'home,' good parenting, helping with homework, talking to teachers, attending school functions, through to taking part in school governance. When schools work together with families to support learning, children tend to succeed not just in schools but throughout life. To say the fact, the most accurate prediction of a student's performance in school is not income or social status, but the extent to which that student's parent is able to create a home environment that encourage learning and to express high expectations for their children's achievement and future careers.
Academic achievement is directly related to students' growth and development of knowledge in an educational situation where teaching and learning process takes place. Academic achievement is defined as the performance of the students in the subject they study in the school (Pandey, 2008). Academic performance determines the student's status in the class. It gives children an opportunity to develop their talents, improve their grades and prepare for the future academic challenges. Parental involvement in promoting children's school success has been identified as a vital factor affecting students' academic performance in school. In particular, various aspects of parental involvement although, parents of different occupation classes often have different styles of child rearing, different ways of disciplining their children and different ways of reacting to their children. These differences do not express themselves consistently as expected in the case of every family; rather they influence the average tendencies of families for different occupational classes, (Rothestein, 2004).
Statement of the Problems         
Having gotten a good understanding of the parental status in the academic performance of the students, it will be of great importance to precisely and with concise examine the statement of the problem. This study is aimed at investigating the role of parental status among some selected secondary school students academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. However, the researcher will investigate this study in the following capacity. 
Also, to identify the various problems faced by the students due to their parental status that causes most of them to drop out of school, performing so low in academic works and engaging in social vises. 


[bookmark: page15]Purpose of the Study 
	The purpose main purpose of this study is to investigate the parental status and students academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. Specifically, the tends to;
i. examine the influence of parents educational on students academic performance
ii. examine the influence of parent income level have influence on students academic performance 
iii. examine the influence parental motivation level have influence on students academic performance 
iv. examine the influence of parental marital status on students academic performance
Research Questions 
	The following researcher questions will raised and answer in this study
1. Does parents educational qualification has influence on students’ academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State?
2. Does parent income level have influence on students’ academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State?
3. Does parental motivation level have influence on students’ academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State?
4. Does parental marital status have influence on students academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State?
Research Hypotheses 
H01:	There is no significant relationship between parents educational qualification and students academic performance.
H02: 	There is no significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance.
H03: 	There is no significant relationship between parental motivational level and students academic performance. 
H04: 	There is no significant relationship between parent marital status and students academic performance
Significance of the Study
	It is envisage that the findings of this study may expose some factors that might be responsible for poor performance of students in school. The identified areas where government at different level could come in will be brought into focus in other bridge the gap of educational attainment of children of low high and high income earners in the society. The importance of achieving the objectives of education programme among the general populace cannot be over emphasise. A researcher, Laosa (2010) had posted as follows: “the educational achievement gap has deep root; it is evident very early in child’s lives; even before they enter schools. Parental differences-such as health and nutrition status, home environments that provides access to academically related experiences, mobility rates, and financial assets can certainly influence academic achievements” (Laosa, 2010). The responsibility of training a child always lies in the hand of the parents. This is congruent with the common assertion sociologist that education can be an instrument of cultural change which is being taught from home is relevant in this discuss. It is not out of place to imaging that parental status can have possible effects on the academic performance of children in school. Whatsoever affects the development environment of children would possibly affect their education or disposition to it. The outcome of the study will no doubt serve as a mean of enlightening on the relevance of parental status and student academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Secondary Schools of Kwara State.
Scope of the Study 
	The subject scope of the study embraced a critical examination of parental status and students’ academic performance in Irepodun Local Government Area, Kwara State. The geographical scope of the study was limited to students in some selected school in Irpeodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The parental status and academic performance was capture through the students’ respondents. The study was limited to Irepodun Metropolis only. Sourcing of good materials for literature review, limited finance, time frame and other logistics will pose hindrance to the study. A problem with surveys of this kind is that survey or instrument is limited to the responses and time each respondents put into their answers. Some respondents might have answered all questions thoughtfully and some might have answered providing little (most especially the student) information about the process used in their school. 
Operational Definition of Terms
Parent: The father and mother to a child. 
Status: The position of an individual in relation to another or others, especially in regard to social or professional standing. 
Family Size: The number of people in the family. 
Education: is the process of facilitating learning, or the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values, beliefs and habits. 
Academic Performance: This refers to the students’ academic scores within the class and his position relative to all those subjected the same test.   

CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
	This chapter reviews the related literature on Parental Status and Students’ Academic Performance in Secondary School in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State. The review of literature looks into contributions of the following variables and organized under the following sub – headings 
· Parent Background of the students
· Concept of students’ Academic Performance
· Parent Income on Students’  Academic Performance
· Parental Level of Education and Students’ Academic Performance
· Parents’ Occupation and Students’ Academic Performance
· The influence of Parental Attitude on the Academic Performance of Students’
· Conceptual Framework
Parent Background of the Student 
Parent background constitutes one of the factors that determine academic performance of a child. Parental background includes parental occupation, income, wealth, association, education and the parental status. Ganga and Chinyoka (2010) explains that the child’s first place of contact with the world is the family. The child as a result acquires initial education and socialization from parents and other significant others in the family, thus parents are indeed the child’s first educators. Children who experience poverty may live in physical environments that offer less stimulation and fewer resources for learning. 
This confirms also what is said by Haralambos and Holborn (2010) that pupils from homes with better quality houses have most learning materials, eat at least three meals per day, have many possessions and better educated parents achieve more in school. It should also be noted that if the home environment, for example, is not supportive, without media, television, magazines and helpful parents, children suffer from a restricted code and therefore will not perform well. According to the ecological theory, if the relationships in the immediate micro system break down, the child will not have the tools to explore other parts of his or her environment. This is also supported by Chindanya (2012) who asserts that instability and unpredictability of family life is the most destructive force of the child’s development. The family being the first and major agency of socialization has a great influence and bearing on the development of the child (Threlfall, Seay and Kohl, 2013). 
Concept of Students Academic Performance
According to Cambridge University Reporter (2003), academic performance is frequently defined in terms of examination performance. It is the extent to which a student has achieved his/her educational goals. Indicators of performance could be classes passed or failed and credits earned in examinations and competitions. Aremu and Sokan (as cited in Osonwa, Adejobi, Iyam and Osunwa, 2013) indicated that poor academic performance is a performance that is adjudged by the examinee/tested and some other significant as falling below an expected standard.
Osonwa et al. (2013) also stated that prior literature has shown that learning outcomes (academic achievement and academic performance) have been determined by such variables as, family, schools, society and motivation factors. Eweniyi (as cited in Udida, Ukwayi and Ogodo, 2012) is also of the opinion that different factors are capable of influencing the academic performance of a child. Such internal state factors (intelligence, state of health, motivation, anxiety etc) and their environment (availability of suitable learning environment, adequacy of educational infrastructure like textbooks and well-equipped laboratories). There are several important areas that are most commonly linked to academic performance including student role performance factors, school factors and family factors. Student’s role performance,  the role of a student in an educational setting, School effort and extracurricular activities are important influences on student role performance and have been shown to affect test scores (Ghazi, Nawaz, Shatzad, Shahzada and Rukhar 2013).
Parental Income on Students’ Academic Performance 
Parental income is the proceeds the parents earn from the occupation they engage in. The parental income may likely determine their children’s academic performance because their disposable income may likely influence the type of school, instructional material that will be provided and the kind of knowledge to be imparted on their children. Omoraka (2001) opines that parental income is likely to have stronger effects on their ward with theoretical predictions about their developmental malleability of preschool children. Omoraka (2001) notes that children with rich parents have certain needs, physical and sociological which when met contribute positively to their academic performance. These needs may include a conducive reading atmosphere, good food, play ground, provision of books and other materials and attendance at the best schools available. All these help to promote effective learning and good performance in schools. Quality education is key to providing the right human resources for the social and economic production sectors which facilitate wealth creation and improve living standards. There is a relationship between family economic resources and children academic outcomes because income may bring about parental stress and thereby change the consistency and harshness of the parent-child relationship, in turn affecting children's academic performance. Omoraka (2001) states that there are so many reasons why parental income is potentially a very important determinant of the performance of children at school. The main reason maybe that rich parents can afford better food, better housing and medical care. In other words, they can purchase more of all the basic goods and services that support children’s development and assist them to perform well at school. Imagining that parental demand for these specific goods and services really increases with parental income, we should expect a significant impact of income on children’s academic performance. Poverty has a chain reaction in every aspect of life; for example, a low income occupation and maternal education of parents may inhibit children academic achievement. 
Moreover, because income is endogenously determined by the individuals and families, association between income and academic outcomes for children may reflect reversed causation; with children's outcomes affecting parents‟ income. According to Moffitt (2003), higher income may indeed cause higher child academic achievement. However, even in cases where it may be impossible to see directly the effects of income, yet a line of academic achievement can still be drawn between the children of high and low income parents. A considerable number of researches have repeatedly shown that low-income earner parent is linked to a range of indicators of child and adolescent well-being, including students‟ academic achievement. Drummond & Stipek (2004) while discussing their “Low-income parents‟ beliefs about their role in children’s academic learning” mentioned that a few of these parents indicated that their responsibilities were limited to meeting children’s basic and social emotional needs, such as providing clothing, emotional support, and socializing manners. So these parents’ shortsightedness toward their responsibilities in the educational processes of their children and scarcity of fund to intensify such processes could be a challenge to their children’s success. 
Drummond & Stipek (2004) state that children from lower income parents have less stable families, greater exposure to environmental toxins and violence, and more limited extra-familial social support networks. There is no doubt that parents in such settings would report lower educational expectations, less monitoring of children’s school work and less overall supervision of social activities compared to students from high socio-economic and intact families. Evans (2004) discovers that children from low income parent are less cognitively stimulated than children from high income parents, as a result of reading less and being read to less, and they experience less complex communications with parents involving more limited vocabulary. 
Evan (2004) has argued that poverty contributes to a context of chaos that impinges on children's physiology and therefore affects academic achievement of a child. In economics, a household production model posits that child outcomes are the product of the amount and quality of parental time inputs, the amount and quality of other caretakers‟ time, and market goods expended on behalf of children. 
Income of parents matter because it enables parents to purchase inputs that matter for the production of positive child outcomes. Preschool and elementary school children's academic achievement is improved by programs that boost both income and parental employment but not by programs that increase only employment.                                     
Brooks-Gunn, Duncan and Aber (2007) examined six communities in the greater Los Angeles, California area, and found that children in high-income communities had access to significantly more books than children in low-income communities did. In fact, she found that in some affluent communities, children had more books in their homes than low socio-economic status children had in all the school sources combined.  Most studies of income effects are based on non-experimental data and are susceptible to biases from unmeasured parent and family characteristics, as well as from bidirectional influences of children academic performance on their parents. Yet, understanding how much, if any, of the association between parents‟ income and children's academic achievement is causal is critical to advancing developmental theory as well as improving our understanding about whether interventions designed to increase income are likely to promote children's academic achievement (Gennetian, Magnuson, & Morris, 2008; Chabaya, Rembe, and Wadesango (2009). Given the above, the home environment should be endowed with resources and be conducive to promote learning. At the household level, evidence suggests that girl children from poorer households are generally likely to receive less education. 
Despite countless studies estimating the association between family income and child academic performance, there is still a lively debate about how, and even whether family income will boost the academic achievement of children; there is the same pattern in the prediction of how parents‟ earnings and work hours may influence their children performance. Furthermore, changes in income have stronger associations with academic outcomes for children in low-income families compared with higher income families who assert that poverty is strongly correlated with a range of home background variables that affect academic performance. Children from poor economic background cannot afford the same luxuries and opportunities as those from wealthy background. This is one reason why differences in vocabulary and reading ability are associated with family income (Chindanya, 2012). 
Manuel (2012) points out that poverty has major long term impacts on a child’s development and that the debilitating effects of malnutrition last throughout the child’s life. Poverty, these authors claim, is related to poor nutrition, learning disabilities, poor quality schooling and parental unemployment. Like rural schools and farm schools in South Africa, township schools are utilized by working class parents and a huge number of these families are poor. Poverty results in poor home circumstances for learning, affects the children’s physical well-being and ability to learn and is associated with low parental education, all of which limits the resources available to be invested in education. Poor families are faced with the direct as well as the indirect consequences of their economic situation, including the lack of resources, and the stress associated with their predicament (Okeke, Nzewi, and Njoku, 2012). This is supported by Otieno (2012) in a study conducted in Kenya. Chinyoka and Naidu (2013) show that the poor parents may be less able to buy those games, toys, books, computers, and other resources that promote learning, or to provide them with high-quality childcare. They may be living in places that are not safe for outdoor play. All of these challenges in poor communities, considered together with the impact of lower levels of parental education, may result in the children having little or no assistance with their homework, and less motivation to learn.  These home circumstances may also feature insecure or unstable environments often leading to emotional stress and school dropout among the girl  learners. Manuel (2012) also points out that parental income and other indicators such as socio-economic status are related to various educational outcomes. 
It has been increasingly recognized in the fields of education and psychology that parents have significant impacts on students‟ learning and developmental processes. Although much research attests to the positive effect of parental involvement on students‟ academic success, the effect of parental involvement on students‟ academic outcomes have been differential depending on which aspects of parental involvement (Fan and Chen, 2001). Recognition of the valuable role of parents is reflected in educational policies and current legislation, including No Child Left Behind Act, 2102 (4) (2001) and the reauthorization of Title I. These policies mandate that schools implement procedures that actively involve parents in educational process (Fishel and Ramirez, 2005). It is likely that these policies are based on the large body of research that has documented the substantial influence of parental involvement on students‟ academic achievement (Sheldon and Epstein, 2005). Parental involvement is generally referred to as parents‟ participation in their children’s education with the purpose of promoting their academic and social success (Fishel et al., 2005). Parental involvement has been documented as positively impacting students‟ Mathematic proficiency and achievement (Sheldon and Epstein, 2005). 
According to Gonzaleez and Wolters (2006), generally speaking, research has indicated a positive link between parental involvement and students’ achievement motivation and attitude. However, evidence also suggests that different aspect of parental involvement have differential or even opposite effects on different element of student achievement motivation.  Given the recognition of parental involvement as part of a remedy for the school education, it might be surprising to note that various aspects of parental involvement have differential effects on students‟ academic outcomes (Domina, 2005; Jeynes, 2005). Domina (2005) found that attending conferences and parent organization meetings, volunteering and checking home work were positively related to students‟ academic achievement. Otula (2007) supported this by stating that effective learning involves partnership of students, teachers and parents. Ahawo (2009) observes that parents‟ involvement determines the emotional and material input that further determines the motivation level in children towards education.
Parental Level Education and Students’ Academic   Performance
[bookmark: page23]Generally traditional research has revealed that more highly educated parents and especially mothers have greater success in providing their children with cognitive and language skills that contribute to success in school (Stich and McDonald, 1990). 
Parents’ level of education is important to schooling as parents want their children to maintain the status quo (Mallan, 2009). It’s also believed that parents with higher educational levels have stronger confidence in their children’s academic abilities and they also have higher expectations of their children. They expect that their child will earn good grades behave well in school and attend college. These expectations and confidence in their children motivate them to do well at school. The confidence parents have in their children also helped them to build their own confidence and self-concept which is important in their education (Mallan, 2009). However, parents’ over expectations might also cause stress to their children which translates to poor educational attainments. 
Eccles (2005) pointed out that children learn by example often through observations at home. If a child's parents are reading books, attending ongoing educational classes and taking them along to the museums, libraries- all activities educated parents are more apt to do- they are engaging the child in a number of direct learning experiences that will help him or her to achieve the best in education. 
Rana (2015) carried out a study on the relationship between the parents’ level of education and academic performance of their children in South Punjab town, Pakistan.  The result showed that there was a significant positive relationship between parents’ level of education and students’ academic performance. There is a gap here, in that the researcher carried out his study in urban area but this study was carried out in rural - arid area so as to find out the influence of parental socio-economic status on students’ academic performance. Jamila (2009) conducted a study on the effect of parental level of education on students’ academic performance in Norway. The results of the study indicated that there was a positive correlation between parental level of education and their children’s academic achievement. There is a gap here that leaves a window for further study as all the socio-economic factors were not exhausted. The research did not look at how parents’ occupation and income affect children’s academic performance, this gap in knowledge was filled by this study.

Parents’ Occupation and Student’s Academic Performance
Parents are the primary persons in raising children in any society that is why the family is regarded as the primary agent of socialization (Adekey, 2002). It is  through parents’ occupation and efforts that children are socialized to become productive citizens in education and general life (Adekey, 2002). 
Mudassir and Abubakar (2015) conducted a study on “The impact of Parents’ occupation on academic performance of secondary school students in Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia.” The result showed that students from parents with formal occupation perform well than those from parents with informal education. However, the researchers did not give any details on how the time that parents spent in their occupations (whether formal or informal) affects students’ academic performance. 
This gap was filled by the study of Gratz (2006) opined that parents in inferior occupations earn lower incomes and often have to work longer hours to earn more for their families. Therefore they are often left with less time to spend with their family members and getting more involved in their children’s educational activities. However it’s also important to note that not all parents in inferior occupation work for long hours. 
Muhammed (2012) conducted a study on the “Impact of parents’ profession on their Children’s learning English in Pakistan.” The results revealed that for learning English parents’ profession has positive correlation on it that varies with respect to their professions. In this study Mohammed found out that children whose parents have more advanced or better profession live in places where English language is spoken frequently and therefore they are more conversant with the language than those whose parents have inferior professions .The study only focused on learning of English but this research was focused on the general academic performance of secondary school students.
The influence of parental attitude on the academic performance of students
Parental attitude is a measure or an index of parental involvement. A child, brought up with affection and care in the least restrictive environment would be able to cope up better with the sighted world. Therefore, the family shapes the social integration of the child more than a formal school. Turnbull (1983) has identified four basic parental roles- parents as educational decision makers; parents as parents; parents as teachers and parents as advocates. Since the parent's attitude is so important, it is essential that the home and school work are closely together, especially for children with disabilities.
According to Filho (2008), parents’ positive attitude towards child’s education is important in determining school attendance and academic achievement of the child. Parent’s attitude towards their children’s education is affected adversely by low socio-economic status and since the tribal constitute the disadvantaged population, it is expected that the attitude of parents of tribal children will be unfavorable towards education. Filho and Willms (1995) carried out a study on the effects of parental involvement on eighth grade achievement identified four dimensions of parental involvement and assessed the relationship of each dimension with parental background and academic achievement for a large representative sample of U.S. middle school students. 
The findings provided little support for the conjecture that parents with low socio-economic status are less involved in their children’s schooling than are parents with higher socioeconomic status. The current study however used primary data from students, principals and P.T.A members collected by questionnaires and interview methods. Thus it was able to solicit concrete data regarding the role of parents in improving the students' academic performance in selected secondary school in Irepodun Local Government of Kwara State.


CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
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This conceptual framework presents independent variables such as parent’s income level, parent’s level of education, parent’s occupation, and parental involvement in education. The interaction of these variables determines the outcome of students in academics as shown above.










CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
This chapter is concerned with the various procedures and methods involved in the collection and analysis of data, therefore information is supplied on the research and it was discuss under the following sub – heading  
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instruments
· Validity and Reliability of the Instruments 
·  Procedures for Data Collection  
· Method of Data Analysis.
Research Design
The research design was a correlation survey type because the researcher examined the relationship which existed between parental status (Independent variables) and students' academic performance (dependent variable) in selected Secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Population of the Study  
The population for this study comprised 15 students in selected secondary school in Irepodun from all the 3 Senior Secondary Schools in the Local Government. The targeted population of this study was 1,979 SS3 Class from all the schools within the Local Government
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The sample was one-third of the total schools in the local government 3 which resulted into 15 senior secondary schools for the study. Furthermore, 1% of the targeted population (1% of 10) was used for the sample which resulted into 5 students representing the sample for the study. This was drawn through random sampling technique. The technique is considered appropriate because it's not bias and give the respondents equal opportunity for selection.
Research Instrument
The researcher used two (2) instruments for the study which were structured questionnaire titled Students' Parental Background Questionnaire (SPBQ) and Student Academic Performance Pro-forma (SAPP). The questionnaire was used to elicit information on respondents' view on the students' parental status which contained 20 items relating to the subject matter. The rating scale used was the four Likert-rating scales, which ranges from 4 to 1. The scale was rated as: Strongly agree - 4, Agree - 3, Disagree - 2 and Strongly Disagree -1. The SAPP contained columns of students' performance sourcing for number of students enrolled for WAS SCE, number of students with 5 credit including Mathematic & English, number of students with 4 credit including Mathematic & English and number of students with credits lower than 4 specifically for 2013/2014, 2014/15 and 2015/2016 year.
Validity and Reliability of the Instrument
In order to ascertain the validity of the instruments, copies of the questionnaire were presented to experts in the field of Educational Management, Faculty of Education and University of Ilorin. Suggestions and corrections given were adopted on the drafted copy. The corrected copy was administered on the sampled population. Test-rested method was used to ascertain the reliability of the instruments.
Procedure for Data Collection
The researcher collected letter of introduction from the Department of Educational Management. The letter collected was given to the concerned head in each of the selected schools for questionnaire administration and collection of students' results. The researcher and two research assistants administered the questionnaire to the respondents and revisited the respondent for the purpose of collection.
Method of Data Analysis
The data collected were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. Specifically, Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Statistics was used to test the hypotheses raised while mean count and standard deviation was used to answer the research questions. This was run on the computer through the use of Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS).












CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the presentation of results and the discussion
Data Analysis 
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents Based on Sex
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male 
	42
	42%

	Female
	58
	58%

	Total
	100
	100%



	Table 1 above show that the male students in this study were 42% while female students were 58%. 
Table 2: Students Parental Educational Qualification
	Parents Educational Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE
	28
	28%

	OND
	10
	10%

	HND
	25
	25%

	B.Sc / B.Ed
	35
	35%

	M.Sc
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100%



	Table 2 above gives the description of the students’ parental educational qualification. Based on the result above, 28% (28 respondents) of the students’ parents had Nigeria Certification in Education (NCE). 10% (10 respondents) had Ordinary National Diploma (OND). 25% (25 respondents) had Higher National Diploma (HND). 35% (35 respondents) were parents with B.Sc/B.Ed qualification while 2 remaining others had their Masters qualification. 
Table 3: Students Parents Occupation
	Parents Occupation
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Trader
	24
	24%

	Artisan
	20
	20%

	Civil Servant
	28
	28%

	Business man/woman
	22
	22%

	Farmers
	6
	6%

	Total
	100
	100%



	Table 3 above shows the responses of students on their parents occupation. 24% (24 respondents) of the parents respond that their parents were Trader. 20% (20 respondents) said their parents were Artisan. 28% (28 respondents) said their parents were Civil Servant. 22% (22 respondents) of the students parents were Business Man/Woman while 6% (6 respondents) of the students parents were farmers. 
Table 4: Students Family Background
	Family Background
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Extended
	22
	22%

	Nuclear
	53
	53%

	Polygamous 
	25
	25%

	Total
	100
	100%



	Table 4 above shows the family background of the students. The responses above shows that 22% (22 respondents) of the students were from extended family. 53% (53 respondents) were students from nuclear family while 25% (25 respondents) were students from polygamous family.  
Presentation of Results 
Research Question One: Does parents’ educational qualification has influence on students academic performance? 






Table 5: Influence of parents education qualification on students academic performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%
	TA%
	TD%

	1.
	Educated parents are likely to have zeal and interest in their children education
	33%
	35%
	15%
	17%
	68%
	32%

	2.
	Educated parent likely show much concern about providing for their children’s educational needs.
	30%
	28%
	20%
	22%
	58%
	42%

	3.
	Educated parents may provide conducive learning environment at their various homes for studies. 
	34%
	30%
	22%
	14%
	64%
	36%

	4.
	Educated parents are likely to arrange for supportive teachers for the subject(s) which their children find difficult in the school
	35%
	38%
	18%
	9%
	73%
	27%



	Table 5 above shows that 68% of the students totally agreed that educated parents are likely to have zeal and interest in their children education while 32% disagreed. 58% of the students agreed that educated parent likely show much concern about providing for their children’s educational needs while 42% totally disagreed. 64% of the students agreed that educated parents may provide conducive learning environment at their various home for studies while 36% disagreed. Also, 73% of the students agreed that educated parents are likely to arrange for supportive teachers for the subject(s) which their children find difficult in the school while 27% totally disagreed. 
Research Question Two: Does parent income level have influence on students academic performance? 
Table 6: Influence of students parent income level on students academic performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%
	TA%
	TD%

	1.
	Students from high income status may have better academic records than those from low income status
	30%
	28%
	24%
	18%
	58%
	42%

	2.
	Students from high-income status may nurse higher career aspiration than those from low-income status
	36%
	39%
	18%
	7%
	75%
	25%

	3.
	Parents with high income are most likely to provide the basic necessities required for their children’s education than those parents of low income. 
	38%
	40%
	15%
	5%
	80%
	20%

	4.
	Parent with high-income usually pay the school fees and other charges than those parents of low income. 
	45%
	55%
	-
	-
	100%
	-


	Table 6 above shows the result of influence of parent’s income level on student’s academic performance. Based on the result above, 58% of the totally agreed that students from high income status may have better academic records than those from low income status while 42% disagreed. 75% of the students totally agreed that students from high-income may nurse higher career aspiration than those from low-income status while 25% disagreed. 80% of the students totally agreed that parents with high income are most likely to provide the basic necessities required for their children’s education than those parents of low income while 20% disagreed. Lastly, majority of the students agreed that parent with high income usually pay the school fees and other charges than those parents of low income. 
Research Question Three: Does parental motivation level have influence on students academic performance? 
Table 7: Influence of parental motivation level on students academic performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%
	TA%
	TD%

	1.
	Students who are reinforced by parents have a propensity to perform better than students who were not reinforced by parents. 
	46%
	31%
	13%
	10%
	77%
	23%

	2.
	Students whose parents are concerned about their children’s performance get motivated than students’ whose parents are not concerned about their performance. 
	33%
	31%
	15%
	21%
	64%
	36%

	3.
	Home libraries with relevant literatures motivate students towards performing better in academic activities. 
	38%
	33%
	17%
	12%
	71%
	29%

	4.
	Parents who pay school fees and other extracurricular charges regularly are usually concerned about their children’s performance. 
	30%
	28%
	20%
	22%
	58%
	42%



	Table 7 shows the influence of parental motivation level on students academic performance. Based on the result above, 77% of the students agreed that students who are reinforced by parents have a propensity to perform better than students who were not reinforced by parents while only 23% disagreed. 64% of the students agreed that students whose parents are concerned about their children’s performance gets motivated than students’ whose parents are not concerned about their performance while 36% disagreed. Further, 71% totally agreed that home libraries with relevant literatures motivate students towards performing better in academic activities while 29% disagreed. Also, 58% of the students totally agreed that parents who pay school fees and other extracurricular charges regularly are usually concerned about their children’s performance while 42% disagreed.
Research Question Four: Does parental marital status have influence on students academic performance?
Table 8: Parental marital status influence on students academic performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA%
	A%
	D%
	SD%
	TA%
	TD%

	1.
	Students whose parents are divorced do perform poorly in school
	27%
	32%
	20%
	21%
	59%
	41%

	2.
	Single parents shows lesser enthusiasm about the academic performance of their children
	25%
	30%
	28%
	17%
	55%
	45%

	3.
	Higher number of school dropout are usually from separated homes
	20%
	24%
	36%
	20%
	44%
	56%

	4.
	Cohesive family spent more time with their children hence better performance in school is attained. 
	35%
	38%
	11%
	16%
	73%
	27%



	Table 8 above shows the influence of parental marital status on students academic performance. Based on the result above, 59% of the students agreed that students whose parents are divorced do perform poorly in school while 41% totally disagreed. 55% of the students totally agreed that single parents shows lesser enthusiasm about the academic performance of their children while 45% totally disagreed. On the contrary, 56% disagreed that higher number of school dropout are usually from separated homes while 44% disagreed. Also, 73% of the students agreed that cohesive family spent more time with their children hence better performance in school is attained while 27% disagreed.
Testing of Research Hypotheses
H01:	There is no significant relationship between parents educational qualification and students academic performance.
Table 9: Significant relationship between parents educational qualification and students academic performance 
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal
	X2 Crit.

	Parents educational qualification and students academic performance 
	
100
	
22.14
	
9.61
	

9
	
51.75
	
16.92



Table 9 shows the chi-square result on the relationship between parents educational qualification and students academic performance. Since the X2 calculated value of 51.75 is above the X2 critical table value of 16.92 at 0.05 level of significance. This means that the null hypothesis which says that there is no significant relationship between parental educational qualification and students academic performance is rejected. This therefore suggested that significant relationship exist between the two variables.
Hypothesis Two: There is no significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance.
Table 10: Significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal.
	X2. Crit

	Parents income level and students academic performance
	
100
	
29.09
	
6.06
	

9
	
66.38
	
16.92



Table 10 above reveals that the X2 Calculated value of 66.38 is greater that than X2 Critical table of 16.92 at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypotheses above which stated that there is no significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance is hereby rejected. This implies that there is significant relationship between the two variables. This means there is significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance. 
Hypothesis Three: There is no significant relationship between parental motivational level and students’ academic performance.
Table 11: Significant relationship between parents motivational level and students academic performance
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal.
	X2. Crit

	Parents motivational level and students academic performance
	
100
	
17.05
	
6.21
	

9
	
31.27
	
16.92



Table 11 above indicates that the X2 calculated value of 31.27 is greater than the X2 table value of 16.92 at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis which stated that there is no significant relationship between parent motivational level and students academic performance is hereby rejected. This implies that parent motivational level has influence on students academic performance. 
Hypothesis Four: There is no significant relationship between parent marital status and students academic performance 




Table 12: Significant relationship between parents marital status and students academic performance
	Variables
	N
	Mean
	S.D
	Df
	X2 Cal.
	X2. Crit

	Parents marital status and students academic performance
	
100
	
17.05
	
6.21
	

9
	
26.19
	
16.92



Table 12 above indicates that the X2 calculated value of 26.19 is greater than the X2 table value of 7.81 at 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the null hypothesis which stated that there is no significant relationship between parent marital status and students’ academic performance is rejected. This implies that there exists relationship between the two variables. Therefore, parental marital status has direct influence on students’ academic performance. 
Discussion of Findings 
Based on the result in the hypothesis one, it was revealed that there exist a significant relationship between parental educational qualification and students’ academic performance.  The result was in line with the study of Eccles (2005) who pointed out that children learn by example often through observation from home. If a child’s parents are reading books, attending ongoing educational classes and taking them along to the museums, libraries etc they are engaging their children in a number of direct learning experiences that will help them to achieve the best in education. 
The result of hypothesis two revealed that there is significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance. According to Omoraka (2001), he notes that children with rich parents have certain needs, physical and sociological needs which met a conducive positively to their academic performance. These needs may include a conducive reading atmosphere, good food, play ground, provision of books and other materials and attendance at the best schools available. 
Also, it was revealed that parent motivational level has influence on students’ academic performance and parental marital status has direct influence on students’ academic performance.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	This chapter presents the summary, conclusion, recommendations, limitation of the study and suggestion for further studies. 
Summary 
	This study examined on the socio-economic influence of the family on the academic performance of students in selected secondary school in Irepodun Local Government Area of Kwara State.. The study was guided by four research questions and hypotheses. A descriptive survey research method was adopted for this study. The study population comprises of students in some selected senior secondary schools in Ilorin Metropolis. However, due to large population of the study, a sample of 100 students was used and selected for this study. Also, the instrument used was a self-structured questionnaire of close-ended to be answered by the study. Data analysis was done using frequency counts, simple percentage and chi-square statistics was used to test the hypotheses. 
	Based on the findings, the following results were established; 
· There is significant relationship between parental educational qualification and students academic performance;
· There is significant relationship between parent income level and students academic performance;
· Parent motivational level has influence on students academic performance; and 
· Parental marital status has direct influence on students’ academic performance.
Conclusion 
	Based on the findings, it was revealed that some elements of parental status which include educational level, income level, motivation level and marital status has direct influence on the academic performance of students. It is evident these factors if look into carefully and worked upon, students performance will be improved greatly. 
Recommendations 
	Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made;
· Parents and guardians should ensure that parental background variables like parental education level, income level, motivation level and marital status are not held with significant hands in order not to pose a long run negative effect on their children’s academic performance. 
· Parents and guardians should endeavour to be academically sound and ensure acquisition of additional academic study when and where need be in order to positively influence their children’s academic performance. 
· Parents should make sure that they have multiple and stable source of income in order to enable them have more financial strength to cater for the children’s academic needs. 
· Parents and guardians should ensure utilization of positive reinforcement sources like gifts, prizes, adventure to their favorite/desirable places etc should be used to improve children performance. 
· Parents should ensure that their marital status should be structured functionally and not be a hindrance towards their children better academic performance in school. 
Limitation of the Study
	The study was covers some parts/areas in Ilorin metropolis due to financial constraints, far distance of some areas, shortage of time and limited resources. 
Suggestion for Further Studies
	Based on the findings, the following topics was hereby suggested;
· Parental factors affecting students academic performance 
· Influence of parent educational level as a prediction of students academic performance 
· Effects of family background on academic performance of students.
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN, 
KWARA STATE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL STUDIES

SECTION A
SOCIO-ECONOMIC INFLUENCE OF THE FAMILY ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS IN SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN IREPODUN L.G.A, KWARA STATE

Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to examine the Socio-economic influence of the family on the academic performance of students in selected secondary schools in Irepodun Local Government in Kwara State. Please, kindly and sincerely supply the necessary information in response to the items below by ticking (√ ) for any of the alternatives provided. Your honest response is very important and will be treated with utmost confidentiality and absolutely used for this study. Thanks for your anticipated co-operation.


Yours faithfully,


Tajudeen Aisha Olamiposi
                 





SECTION B
PERSONAL DATA
Gender: Male  (   ),  Female(  )
Parents Educational Qualification: NCE (  ),  OND (  ),   HND (  ),  B. Sc.(Ed) (  )  M. Sc. (  )
Parents Occupation: Trader (   ),  Civil Servant (   ),  Business Man/Woman (   ), Farming (   ).
Family Background: Extended (  ),  Nuclear (   ), Polygamous (   )
Number of Children in your family: 1 (   ),  2 (  ),  3 (  ),  4 (  ),   5 (   ),  other______
This section is made up of questions with response coded as follows:
KEY:
Strongly Agree – SA
Agree – A
Disagree – D
Strongly Disagree – SD






Please read the respond carefully and indicate with a tick ( √ ).
	
S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	
	INFLUENCE OF PARENTS QUALIFICATION ON STUDENTS PERFORMANCE.
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Educated parents are likely to have zeal and interest in their children education.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Educated parent likely show much concern about providing for their children’s educational needs.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Educated parents may provide conducive learning environment at their various homes for studies.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Educated parents are likely to arrange for supportive teachers for the subject/subjects which their words/children find difficult in the school.
	
	
	
	

	
	INFLUENCE OF PARENTS INCOME LEVEL ON STUDENTS PERFORMANCE.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Students from high-income status may have better academic records than those from low income status.
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Students from high-income status may nurse higher career aspiration than those from low-income status.
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Parents with high-income are most likely to provide the basic necessities required for their children’s education than those parents of low income.
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Parent with high-income usually pay the school fees and other charges than those parents of low income.
	
	
	
	

	
	INFLUENCE OF PARENTS MOTIVATION LEVEL ON STUDENTS PERFORMANCE.
	
	
	
	

	9.
	Students who are reinforced by parents have a propensity to perform better than students who were not reinforced by parents.
	
	
	
	

	10.
	Students whose parents are concerned about their children’s performance gets motivated than students’ whose parents are not concerned about their performance.
	
	
	
	

	11.
	Home libraries with relevant literatures motivate students towards performing better in academic activities.
	
	
	
	

	12.
	Parents who pay school fees and other extracurricular charges regularly are usually concerned about their children’s performance.
	
	
	
	

	
	INFLUENCE OF PARENTS MARITAL STATUS  ON STUDENTS PERFORMANCE.
	
	
	
	

	13.
	Students whose parents are divorced do perform poorly in school.
	
	
	
	

	14.
	Single parent shows lesser enthusiasm about the academic performance of their children.
	
	
	
	

	15.
	Higher number of school dropout are usually from separated homes.
	
	
	
	

	16.
	Cohesive family spent more time with their children hence better performance in school is attained.
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