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ABSTRACT
The study to investigated  political corruption and its effects on good governance in Nigeria. The study population comprises of NCE students in the department of selected from NCE II and III students using simple random sampling techniques. The researcher to gather information from the sample students based on the purpose of this study. Research questions and students’ bio data while chi-square statistics method was used to test the hypotheses. Base on the findings, it was revealed that political corruption in Nigeria was caused by high level of illiteracy, godfatherism, weakness of governmental enforcement and greed and passion for luxurious living aggravate the spate of corrupt practice among the political leaders. Also, the findings revealed that the effects caused by political corruption can reduced through patriotism, honesty, hardworking, tolerance, equality, anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should be established in all public institutions. Citizens must be properly educated and enlightened on the negative impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all facets of public life, through mass enlightenment campaigns and severe punishment should be given to those who practice corruption. Based on the findings, it was recommended that to reduce the problems of political corruption in Nigeria the general population should be re-orientated to a better value system. The youth in Nigeria should be re-oriented to be a good value system that could help in the war against corruption. And there is need to have honest leaders with the political will to tackle corruption
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Every political issue is tied to who gets what, when and how. The idea that the “national cake” is meant to be shared rather than baked, by the various ethnic groups that. Constitute Nigerian federation provides a fertile ground for the kleptomaniac individuals who are obsessed to syphoning the public fund. Corrupt practices, in all its manifestations, areas old as a human race (Lipset& Lenz,2000). Brinkerhoff(2000). cited in Ogundiya(2009), sees corruption as subsume a wide variety of illegal, illicit, irregular, and unprincipled activities and behaviours. From this perspective, corruption is importantly a moral, political and legal issue. According to Peters cited in Ogundiya 2009, Political corruption can be classified into three criteria: the legal public opinion and public interest. From legal perspective, political corruption is connected to any behaviour that violates some formal standard or rule of behaviour set down by a political system for its public officials. The political system is said to be corrupt when the weight of public opinion perceives it so. The last one, corruption is taken to be a violation of the public interest. Corruption connotes the abuse of public resources, or the use of illegitimate forms of political power and influence, by the public or private parties. Therefore, corruption is inextricably tied to politics. Corruption is evident when governmental power is abused for illegitimate private, group, or sectional advantage. This is the trading of influence and authority b; political leaders and may extend to granting favours, irregularities in campaign financing and electoral fraud. It is an effort to secure wealth for private benefit at public expense (Lipset and Lenz, 2000). It is an illegal act by an office holder in relation to his official duties; done under the guise of law and trading in influence (Damania&Bulte, 2003). The United States Legal Incorporated (2015) defines political corruption as the abuse of political power by the government leaders to extract and accumulate for private enrichment and to use political influence as means in maintaining their hold on power, Political corruption takes place at the highest level of leadership position. (
1
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Moreover, it is natural to think about elections while talking about political corruption. Vote rigging and ballot snatching bring unqualified leaders to a position making them steer away from good governance. Political corruption is the diversion of scarce resources from poor and disadvantaged people to benefit their cronies (Transparency International, 2015). Political Corruption occurs when a public official attempts to gain something by abusing power. Bratsis (2014) states that political corruption involves the private regarding the policy making process, be it a matter of bribery or any other inducement. It is the pathological presences of self-interest within the political sphere. It can also be viewed as the absence of transparency in government business processes.
However, different techniques of corruption have been identified among Nigerian leaders as bribery with its Nigerian variants, kickbacks; nepotism; misappropriation of funds; the use of contrived security threats to the state or the allocation for personal enrichment of. Public officers charged with the maintenance of public order; the exploitation of privileged relationship with key public sector managers for the purpose of acquiring competitive business assets; auto-corruption; extortion; and employment patronage (Johnson, 2013).However, it should be noted that those who engage in corrupt practices always devise new techniques and are always abreast of the anti-corruption agencies in their strategies.
There is the absence of genuine citizenship sentiment at the national level. Hence the struggle and agitation for political representation by various ethnic groups are meant to secure access to the common-wealth. Therefore, the idea of federal character principle entrenched in section 14 sub-sections 3 and 4 of the 1999 constitution and the idea of rotational or zoning arrangements besides ensuring a sense of national belonging and the promotion of national unity has embedded corrupt practices (Ogundiya,2009). Zoning formula and federal character principle are elitist in form and content. The privileged elite has successfully disillusioned the psyche of the masses with the virus of ethnicity; virtually anything in Nigeria can be ethicized (Ogundiya, 2009). Apart from the nature and character of the Nigerian state and the problem of ethnicity that provided a fertile ground for corruption to thrive, there is poor political will to implement anticorruption laws. This is because (
2
)eradicating corruption in the eyes of politicians and their Milito-bureaucratic counterpart 'is
tantamount to committing political suicide (Ogundiya, 2009).
Moreover, there are different forms of political corruption. The first form includes both accumulation and extraction where government officials use and abuse their hold on power to extract from private sectors, from government revenues and from the economy at large. Examples include extraction, embezzlement, rent seeking, plunder and even Kleptocracy (rule by thieves) (Wikipedia, 2016). The second form of political corruption is one in which extracted resources are used for power preservation and power extension purposes. This usually takes the form of favouritism and patronage politics. It includes a most favourite and politically motivated distribution of financial and material inducements, benefits, advantages and spoils (Wikipedia, 2016).
Other forms of political corruption are: rigging of election, vote buying, vote selling, political assassination, contract killing, cancellation of votes, ballot stuffing, manipulation of electoral registers, outright bribery of electoral officers and security agents, inflation of electoral votes and the employment of political offices for personal advantage at the expense of public interest (Ajogbeje, 2016).
Corruption is used to acquire political office and as well sustain it. It has become part and parcel of political strategies for assuming political leadership. Politics in Nigeria provides the easiest way to wealth and status, and politicians do anything to acquire political office including vote. buying, contract killing, political assassination and outright bribery of electoral officers and security agents. High level of illiteracy and crippling poverty; the prevalence of preventable diseases and so on are evidence that the primordial public is at the receiving end of all corrupt practices. Corruption is both a symptom and consequence of poverty. Corruption breeds poverty and poverty aids corruption to flourish. Tackling corruption is not a one-shot endeavour, but a challenging long-term undertaking (Brinkerhoff,2000 in Ogundiya, 2009), requiring high a level of commitment and continuity in policies. Anticorruption, policies in Nigeria are mere political façade designed to buy political support and loyalty from the citizenry. Dike (2004) posited that the effects of corruption on a nation's (
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socio-political and economic developments are myriad. Natufe (2007) viewed corruption as a major hindrance to good governance and development. Emenyonu (2007) affirmed that corruption has eaten so deep into the fabric of Nigerian society that virtually every segment of the nation is affected by the ugly effects of corruption. Igwe (2005) added that campaigns and actual voting must equally be free and balanced, should meet the objective stated, and devoid of gerrymandering or illegal manipulation of voting districts. Human Rights Watch (2007) reported that the history of election rigging with impunity include such acts as brutality, thuggery, intimidation, maiming, killing and snatching of ballot boxes. It is based on the background this study therefore to investigate on political corruption and its effect in the Nigerian government and politics.
Statement of the Problem
The state of corruption in Nigeria has been categorized as endemic. Corruption has also been identified as one major obstacle to national growth and development of the Nigerian economy. Research has shown that corrupt practices have been perpetrated governance, public and private places since the precolonial era to the colonial period and through independence to present.
Achebe wrote that
“the trouble with Nigeria is simply and squarely a failure of leadership. There is nothing basically wrong with the Nigerian character. There is nothing wrong with the Nigerian land or climate or water or air or anything else. The Nigerian problem is the unwillingness or inability of its leaders to the responsibility, to the challenge of personal example which are the hallmark of true leadership" (Achebe, 1984).
More worrisome is that in spite of popular anger against corruption and bad leadership, which have robbed the collective wellbeing of the people, there remains a lack of national consensus on repulsion against the perpetrators irrespective of their ethnicity, religion, class and gender. While the ranks of unemployment and its attendant poverty increases at one extreme, the number of private jet owners grows in arithmetic progression at the other end. Excruciating poverty exists side by side with obscene opulence. For example, (
4
) the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2017) recently alerted that 54 percent of Nigerian youths are unemployed. There is lack of critical mass of men and women of integrity willing to harness and unleash the various resources in the country for the common good or public interest.
The country is filled with stories of wrong practices such as stories of ghost workers on the pay roll of Ministries, Extra ministerial Departments and Parastatals, frauds, embezzlements and setting ablaze of offices housing sensitive documents and award of contracts without recourse to due process mechanisms. Again, huge amount of Naira is lost through one financial malpractice or the other in the country, which to say the least, drains the country meager resources through fraudulent means with far-reaching and attendant consequences political programmes of the government. Billions of Naira is lost in the public sector every year through fraudulent means. This represents only the amount that is ferreted out and made public. Indeed much more substantial or huge sums are lost in undetected frauds or those that are for one reason or the hushed up. Appah and Appiah (2010) argues that cases of fraud is prevalent in the political sector that every segment of the Nigeria government, could seem to be involved in one way or the other in some of these nasty acts. As a result of the above problems, the researchers deem it expedient to find out the political corruption and its effect in the Nigerian government and politics.
Purpose of the Study
The general objective of this study is to investigate the effects of political corruption on good governance in Nigeria. The specific objectives however are:
i. To investigate on the causes of political corruption in Nigeria.
ii. To investigate on the effect of political corruption on good governance
iii. To proffered solution that is capable of curbing political corruption in Nigeria (
5
)
iv. 
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Research Questions
This study is guided by the following research questions;
i. What are the causes of political corruption in Nigeria?
ii. What effects does political corruption have on good governance in Nigeria?
iii. In what ways can corruption be eradicated in Nigeria?
Research Hypotheses
H01: There is no significant effect of political corruption on good governance.
H02: There is significant effect of political corruption on good governance Nigeria.
Significance of the Study
The findings of this study will be beneficial to the Nigerian government and the general public in the following ways. By this study, citizens will come to the realization that combating corruption is an inseparable requirement in the ongoing process of enhancing the efficiency, effectiveness and productivity of the Nigerian government. Through this study also government will be galvanized to put in place measures that will prevent and reduce future corrupt practices in the Nigerian government and politics so as to ensure efficient and effective delivery of public goods and services. Thus, it would serve as a reference point for policy makers.
Scope and Delimitation of the Study
The scope of this study is to investigate the effects of political corruption on good governance in Nigeria.  (
6
)However, owing to the large size of the country and the inability of the researcher to gather data that will cut across the length and breath of the country, the research is limited to Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 

Operational Definition of Terms
Effect: A change produced by an action or other cause
Corruption: Corruption is the abuse of public office for private gainsfor the benefit of the holder of the office of some third party
Good Governance: This is the process of measuring how public institution conduct public affairs and manage public resources for the betterment of the generality of the people. 
Political Corruption: Political corruption can be totally understood as unethical behaviour which violate the norms of the system of political order





















CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter presents a detailed review of relevant literature on the political corruption and its effect in the Nigeria government and politics. Literature shall be reviewed under the following headings:
· Theoretical Framework
· The Concept of Corruption
· The Effects of Political Corruption on Nigeria Government and Politics
· The Factors that Serve as Catalysts for Corruption in Nigeria
· An Impediment to Good Governance and Sustainable Development
· Implications of Corruption on Good Governance and Sustainable Development in Nigeria
· Solution to the Problems of Political Corruption in the Nigerian Government and Politics
· Summary of Literature Reviewed
Theoretical Framework
The subject matter of the paper could be predicated on several theoretical platforms, especially in the social and management sciences where perspectives often differ based on scholar's orientation and worldview. When issues of leadership, corruption and governance are mentioned in contemporary times, theory of traits, crisis or cause theory, the dynastic theory of leadership, elite theory, and the extractive corruption theory come to mind. This paper is anchored on the Extractive Corruption Theory. This theory posits that the state is the stronger part in the state-society relationship. The state is symbolized by the ruling class/elite while the ruled represents the society. Significantly, the ruling elite is the strongest force in society. Put differently, the theory posits that the state is not only the strongest force. in society, but also many centers of powers (Okechukwu & Inya 2011). In addition, Osaghae (1994) stresses that the material perception of the state has made the political elite to seek for (
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power mainly to enrich themselves and members of their groups. The reason why people seek power is not to further the ends of the people and community but that of self, and themselves.
The theory also emphasizes the well-known expression that all power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. That is, the reason political power is concentrated exclusively in the hands of few individuals, the greater the temptation for power abuse, selfish wealth-seeking and primitive accumulation (Okechukwu& Inya 2011).According to the theory, the ruling elites use and misuse the power of the state primarily to safeguard their own selfish interests, to the detriment of the majority. They use violence, intimidation and persuasion to command respect. They may use sophisticated institutional arrangements like presidentialism, dominant/ ruling party system, and the co-option of rivals in order to restrict participation and power sharing. This is not seen however as corruption in as much, as the person involved is seen as contributing such ill-gotten wealth to the welfare and development of his or her community (Osaghae, 2011).
The relevance of the theory to this paper is that it has provided a framework for understanding the wide gap between the (state) elites/leaders/politicians and the (society) citizens/the led. These disconnect between the leaders and the citizens are evident. The leaders did not emerge from among the people; rather they were imposed on them by godfathers and political parties. Since the elected officials are not accountable to the people, the leaders engage in corrupt acts and bad leadership with impunity at the expense of the ordinary citizens. On the other hand, due to the nature of the society, a corrupt official remains a good man as long as he channels part of the money he or she stole to satisfy ephemeral yearnings of a few, jettisoning developmental programmes and projects that will improve the life of the people.
The Concept of Corruption
According to Akindéle (2005), the concept of corruption has been elusive in many dimensions, due to the lack of uniform definition. What is regarded as corruption depends on the existing national laws and regulations guiding certain actions. Some countries define corruption in the broadest form, while others legislate on the narrow definition of the term. (
9
)

However, from an etymological dimension, the word corruption comes from the Greek word"corruptus” meaning an aberration or a misnomer (CLEEN Foundation, 2010).
In the same vein, Nye (2007), views corruption is a deviation from the formal duties because of private gains. This includes such behaviour as bribery (use of reward to pervert the judgment of a person in position of trust); nepotism (appointment because of relationship rather than merit); and misappropriation (illegal appropriation of public resources for private regarding use). This definition will be very difficult to operate, where corruption is widespread and regarded as the norm by majority of the people.
Similarly, Otite (2000) views corruption as the perversion of integrity, which could be presented in acts such as bribery, inordinate favours or moral depravity. It occurs when two or more parties interact to upturn the structure and processes of a society. It is concerned with the behaviour of functionaries which promote dishonest situations. The World Bank (2009) defined corruption as an abuse of public office for private gain, where an official accepts, solicits, or extorts a bribe. Corruption is also an abuse whereby private agents actively offer bribes to upturn public rules and processes for individual/personal advantage and profit. Corruption can also be depicted in acts such as patronage and nepotism, theft of state assets or diversion of state resources. The Vision 2010 Committee views Corruption as inordinate activities geared towards the changing of the normal course of judgments and position of trust (Otite, 2000).The Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences Act 2000 also define corruption to include bribery, fraud and other related offences (Otite, 2000).
Khan (2012) stated that corruption varies from one nation to another. It can thus be defined as “a perversion or change from the general accepted rules or laws for selfish gain. The United Nations on its part defines corruption as the abuse of power for private gain, while Transparency International chose a clear and focused definition of the term as the abuse of entrusted power for private gain (CLEEN Foundation, 2010). This is a very wide-ranging definition, which delineates some of the acts of corruption. Otite (1986) defines corruption as the perversion of integrity or state of affairs through bribery, favour, or moral depravity. This is the moral aspects of official conduct
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The Transparency International views corruption as the negative behaviour of public officials, either politicians or civil servants, whereby they enrich themselves or their cronies unlawfully, through the misuse of public power which has been entrusted to them(Pope,1996). The definition Transparency International is quite descriptive, though it focuses only on the public sector. However, there is corruption in the private sector too, which has negative consequences for the whole society.
Furthermore, Ogundiya (2009) gave a very broad picture of the concept, stating that certain behaviours could be used to highlight corruption. These acts were given as embezzlement, conflict of Interests, bribery, fraud, rigging of elections, misappropriation, and conversion of public funds for personal gains, extortion, and manipulation of procurement processes, diversion, and misappropriation of funds through manipulation or falsification of financial records.
Action Ads (2008), on its part views corruption as dishonest acts which should be avoided by the good people of any nation. It suggests that the society should disapproval of anyone who engages in corrupt practices instead of what obtains in Nigeria, whereby corrupt politicians and public officials are indirectly applauded and sometimes celebrated with traditional titles and national honours. Such abuse should be met with sanctions in a developing nation like Nigeria, who should be in a hurry to develop and catch up with the rest of the developed world.
According to Ajie and Wokekoro (2012), some researchers have taken a holistic approach or the discussion of corruption by dividing it into several forms. These according to Taylor (2010) include:
Political corruption: It occurs when politicians and public decision-makers, who are entitled to formulate, establish and implement laws on behalf of the people, are corrupt. It also takes place when policy formulation and legislation are tailored to benefit politicians and legislators- as in the case of the controversial huge legislators' wages, and the outrageous pension laws passed by states to favour the ·Governors and their spouses in Nigeria
 (
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Bureaucratic corruption: This occurs in public administration in the course of public policy implementation. The citizens encounter this kind of corruption daily in service delivery points such as the hospitals, schools, local licensing offices, police stations, the various government ministries etc. Bureaucratic corruption occurs when public sector procedures become illegal/inappropriate.
Electoral corruption: This category of corruption includes the rigging of elections and other frauds in the electoral process. It includes the promise of an office, special favours, coercion, intimidation, and interference with the freedom of election, buying of votes, disenfranchisement, snatching of ballot boxes, victimizing and maiming, mutilation of election results in favour of losers and votes turn up in area where votes were not cast.
Bribery: which includes kickbacks and pay offs etc?
Fraud: which could be reflected as trickery, swindling and deceit, counterfeiting, racketing, smuggling and forgery?
Embezzlement: This is seen as the theft of public resources by public officials. It is when an official of the state steals from the public institution, where he-is gainfully employed. In Nigeria, the embezzlement of public fund is one of the most common ways of wealth accumulation, perhaps, due to lack of strict regulatory systems.
Extortion: This is reflected as the use of coercion, violence, or threats to acquire resources. Many in the police force are culpable of this in Nigeria.
Favouritism: This is a mechanism of power abuse- implying a highly biased distribution of state resources.
Nepotism: This is a special kind of favouitism, in which a public office holder prefers his/her kinfolk and family members. Nepotism occurs when there is an unlawful exemption from the application of certain laws or regulations or undue preference given in the allocation of scarce resources (Ajie and Wokekoro,2012)
 (
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These types of corrupt practices are very common and widespread to the extent that it is now seen as an acceptable norms and culture in the Nigeria state.
Effects of Political Corruption on Nigeria Government and Politics
Fighting political corruption is a necessary foundation for good governance and the rule of law, which are the building blocks of sustainable development in a country (TNV,2014). In Nigeria, public roles and responsibilities are usually entrusted to the public office holders by the people in a quest for good governance and politics, especially in the current democratic system. Most of the times, this trust has been corrupted whereby these public roles and resources were used for private benefits. Taking a holistic look, the World Bank (2000) has identified three distinct aspects of governance, which are hereby used as indicators in analyzing the effects of political corruption on Nigeria government and politics. These are;
i. The form of political regime, which refers to the degree of democratization in the country;
ii. The degree of accountability in the management of the nation's economic and social resources for national development;
iii. The capacity of governments to identify, formulate and implement development policies. This relates to the competence of government
The Legitimacy of Government
Nigeria began to witness the era of democratic politics in 1999 after more than 30years of military rule. Elections were conducted with candidates contesting for the presidency, the national Assembly, State Houses of Assembly, and governorship in the 36states on different political plat-forms. The hope and zeal with which the country welcomed. the democratic rule in 1999 was frustrated as the years went by. Since the fourth republic, the legitimacy of government (at many levels) in Nigeria has been questioned because of electoral corruption involved in the emergence of the declared winners of those elections.
Furthermore, TNV (2014) submitted that Nigeria's political process is always marred by electoral fraud whereby figures and data were manipulated to deny the rightful winners their popular mandates. Electoral fraud could occur at any stage in the democratic process (
13
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but were most common during election campaigns, voter registration process and vote-counting. According to Casmir, Omeh and Ike (2013), electoral fraud is the organized strategy or programs of individuals and or political parties to get desired results of an electoral process either by hook (or) crook. In addition, TN (2014) asserted that electoral corruption is an attempt to compromise the integrity of the electoral process or system willfully and to ensure that unmerited individual wins for a political party's candidate through the falsification of the electoral figures, numbers, data, or process.
The two main types of electoral fraud being witnessed in Nigeria are; frustrating eligible voters from casting their voting and altering the results by any means possible (Casmir, Omeh and Ike 2013). Casmir, Omeh and Ike(2013), further observed that since-the 1999 elections the degree of electoral violence has increased, whereby political elites would convert poor unemployed youths into readymade tools for the perpetration of electoral violence.
Furthermore, giving the justification for this malaise in the Nigerian electoral process, CLEEN Foundation (2010) asserted that the prolonged periods of exclusion due to 15unbroken years of military rule under a constitution that entered into force on 29 May 1999,defines much of the way the country works today. The foundation believes that issue-driven politics is consequently dead or nearly dead in Nigeria because of that history. By the time the country returned to civil rule in 1999, it was as if the people no longer mattered. To make matters worse, CLEEN Foundation (2010) noted that the jurisprudence from Nigerian courts have aggravated this challenge. The courts have been self-serving in their attitude to issues of electoral legitimacy, regarding them as customary neighborhood disputes.
Political corruption via electoral fraud is the number one threat to democracy and good governance in Nigeria. The bitter but inevitable consequence of electoral fraud is that the wrong people, which have been imposed on the citizenry, would hardly ensure good governance. This challenge has weighed down the legitimacy of Nigeria's leaders for many decades. Democracy and good governance are enhanced when Nigerians are allowed. to choose their leaders in free and fair elections. Democracy and elections are inextricably (
14
) linked. Hence, Nigerians have often made the point that the process by which political office holders attain political power should be transparent and devoid of fraud. When a politician earns an executive office through rigging of elections and through the employment of violence and other fraudulent means, he negates democracy and creates avoidable cracks in the system Such a crooked fellow can hardly deliver on the issues of good governance. No wonder corruption has become so endemic in many high places in the country.
Accountability of Public Officials
Globally, governments in trust for the citizens hold public funds and other resources. Thus, they must comply with high standards of honesty, integrity, propriety, and objectivity to ensure the maximal utilization of these resources for the common good of the nation (Waziri, 2009). Good governance in any part of the globe is a product of accountably. Accountability as a concept is concerned with several meanings and it is often used synonymously with such concepts as responsibility, answerability, blamelessness, worthiness, lack of liability, and other terms associated with the expectation of account-giving. In a recent study, the World Bank found a significant relationship between accountability, good governance, and high level of performance (Word Bank 1997). Accountability stipulates that public expenditures must correspond with the performance of public officials.
In consensus with the World Bank, Waziri (2009) noted that the notion of accountability and good governance are very connected. She emphasized this, asserting that the first evidence of bad governance is the absence of accountability and transparency. Accountability in her view is the public servant's report card on how public money is utilized on behalf of the people. To recognize an accountable public administration which can ensure good governance in the polity, Waziri (2009) opined that the system be subjected to the following accountability test;
i. The Fiscal Prudence Test; which relates to how public funds are utilized; the extent of value for money in government expenditure; and how things can be done in a cheaper way neither with an overloaded budgets nor with private attachments and' interests
 (
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ii. Citizen's Accountability Test; which relates to how services are being delivered satisfactorily to the people and their satisfaction with the state of public infrastructure.
iii. Public Integrity Test; which relates to the extent to how the executive arm is held responsible for charges of abuses of office.
iv. Public Morality Test; which relates to how the business of government is being run by people with a good public conscience.
In Nigeria, the reality on ground is that there have been many cases depicting the lack of accountability and barefaced corruption in the conduct of public fiscal affairs. Funds meant for development and good governance are diverted to personal accounts via corruption in high places. According to Waziri (2009), revelations in the past, as given by the EFCC in the war against corruption pointed to the fact that Nigeria is faced with a major crisis of transparency and accountability. Sadly, the entrenched culture of corruption is being enhanced by bureaucratic secrecy, which encourages the management of public funds by public officials and cronies that account to no one but himself or herself. Commercial institutions including banks and the capital market are not left out. They are bedeviled by sharp practices that undermine public confidence. To curb the menace of corruption, Waziri (2009) suggested that public officers' psyche should be examined to determine their suitability for public office before engagement. In her view the extent of aggrandizement and gluttonous accumulation of wealth implies that some people are mentally and psychologically unsuitable for public office.
Furthermore, a survey carried out in 2001 into the Federal Government public procurement revealed that Nigeria had lost several hundred billion of Naira in the past decades due to the lack of due process, transparency and merit in the award of contracts in the public sector 'Uremadu, 2004). To make matters worse, these shady and over bloated contracts are hardly executed. The country's urban cities are littered with abandoned projects, which have not profited the Nigerian state. (
16
)
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Above all the culture of barefaced theft abounds in Nigeria. According to ACID (2013), the United Nations office of Drugs and Crime revealed that about 400 billion USA dollars was stolen from Nigeria by her past leaders before 1999. In 2006, the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) also revealed that Nigeria's previous leaders stole about 64 trillion naira (about $4507 billion) from public coffers. When benchmarked against the 2008 budget of N2,456 trillion naira, this translates into about 26 years budget(ACID,2013).
Another angle to this problem surfaced in a survey by Think Africa (2012).The issue of ghost workers was discovered, to be one of Nigeria's challenges, whereby, salaries are paid out to fictitious names on government payrolls. In 2003, 24,000 of such names were discovered on the payroll of the Ministry of Defense. In that same year, a personnel-screening exercise exposed an extra 40,000 names in the government's official records. In states like Niger, Lagos, Bauchi, and Zamfara, the number of exposed ghost workers ranged from 6000 to 20,000 in the fourth quarter of 2011 alone (Think Africa, 2012). The reported case of a month-old child. on the government payroll shows the ingenuity with which fraudsters, manage to exploit the system (Think Africa, 2012). Ghost workers syndrome is a financial burden on Nigeria's fiscal budget, leading to the loss of about 84 billion naira annually (Think Africa, 2012)
In order to tackle the problem, the government embarked on an audit of the civil service. In some cases, this involved collecting biometric data to identify those extra names and to deter fraudsters. According to Think Africa, (2012), the outcomes of these exercises are not adequate. Indeed corruption is most able to thrive where accountability is poor. Without good governance, no nation can hope to surmount the challenges posed to its development. There cannot be development if the annual budgetary estimates are not backed with adequate funds needed for execution of programmes. Herein lays the nation's nightmare because funds are wasted in a morbid culture of wastes. Policy objectives geared towards the eliminations of poverty and inequality in Nigeria abounds. However, the impact of these policies has been felt due to corruption and poor quality of governance over the years
 (
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The Capacity of Governments to Discharge Functions/Services
This has to do with the capacity of governments to design, formulate, and implement policies, discharge functions, deliver services and respect for human rights and rule of law. The realities on ground show that government activities have been characterized by profligacy and mindless dissipation of public funds. Speaking about the numerous cases of diversion of public project funds in this regards, Oghi (2013) stated that public facilities in Nigeria has virtually collapsed, causing serious hardship on the people due to corruption. Funds, which have been budgeted, meant facilities such as; refineries, power generation, hospitals, roads, schools etc are diverted to private bank accounts, through either direct misappropriation or the award of phony contracts to cronies.
In addition, Think Africa (2012) argues that the political class has pushed Nigerians to a very high level of unemployment; lack of social safety nets, which has left the electorates very poor and broken. Recently, the National Assembly discovered that the fuel subsidy fraud had caused Nigeria a colossal loss of $6.8 billion in three years. However, most concerned Nigerians were taken aback when the fact-finding report suffered an irredeemable political suffocation on arrival. This was possible because the current Nigerian government only pays lip service to the fight against corruption. One can only imagine the kind of massive socio-economic development such money would have added to the lot of the masses if it were not embezzled by high officials.
The power sector is another harbour of highly corrupt public officials in Nigeria. Epileptic power outrage has more or less become a second nature of the sector. According to Oghi (2012) the Federal Government spent N401 billion to settle the PHCN labour liabilities yet, power supply in the country is still epileptic. Ironically, the same government that has been 'celebrating' constant power supply earmarked $1.3 million (N218.3 million) for generator fuel at the Aso Villa in the current 2014 annual estimates. This sector would have serves as an engine of growth in the economy if not for corruption. Furthermore, it is the duty of the Nigerian government to provide security for her citizens. However, that function has not yielded the desired result. Thus, Nigeria is currently bedeviled with cases of kidnapping, (
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)armed robbery and recently, the national religious Bokoharam challenge. Evidences prove that monies meant for security equipment and personnel training are diverted through corruption. Oghi (2013) revealed in a study that police officers who are supposed to protect the citizens add to the people pains by open extortions. Police officers while armed, shamelessly and openly extort money from motorists in most of the states and local government areas. The rot in the security secure cannot be overemphasized. Recent cases in the senate probe of the police pension board showed how billions of naira, meant for retired police officer was looted by those entrusted with the responsibility of protecting the funds.
The leaders in the security sector have been judged to fail to deliver on their duties effectively, due to corruption. An obvious incidence of corruption was the allegation of abuse of office by the former inspector general of police, Mr. Tafa Balogun. The EFCC investigations revealed that he had amassed stupendous wealth running into over one billion naira (Ayittey,2006).
Due to the lack of basic amenities, civil servants are increasingly pressured into trying to earn more, howbeit fraudulently, while in power, to gather enough resources to last through their old age, before they retire into the rigors of the Nigerian pension administrations. In addition, budgetary allocations to ministries are executed through phony projects after sizeable chunk has been given to the National Assembly members for inflating the concerned ministry's budget (ThinkAfrica, 2012). Nigeria needs to be more pragmatic in trashing the monster called corruption out of the system, if she desires to entrench good governance.
The local governments areas in Nigeria are not spared the pains of corruption, whereby most of the secretariats; especially in rural areas, are vacated most of the time. ThinkAfrica(2012) stated that the local governments are the embodiment of rural Nigeria. They make up about 70% of the citizens and arc therefore supposed to lead in issues of service delivery to the citizens; but unfortunately, the secretariats remain largely empty for long periods, because, most of the workers normally desert the area, only to return at the end of the month, when salaries are due for payment. With local government chairpersons (
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)governing their councils from the state capitals or Abuja, only a few of the workers are actually committed to their jobs. There are cases of workers who travel from as far as Lagos to pick up their pay cheques for doing virtually nothing during the month (ThinkAfrica,2012).
Corruption has indeed robbed Nigerians of the benefits of good governance. Ogundiya, (2008) asserted that Nigeria had lost some US$380 billion to corruption between independence in 1960 and the end of military rule in 1999. In addition, some western diplomats estimated that Nigeria has lost a minimum average of “$4 billon to $8 billion per year to corruption over the eight years of the Obasanjo administration" That figure would equal between 4.25% and 9.5% of Nigeria's total GP in 2006 (HRW, 2007: 18). This reckless drainage of the common wealth has been responsible for the socio-economic stagnation and bad governance witnessed in all the sectors of the national life. The private sector that should spearhead development is also involved in corruption in Nigeria. According to Adejumobi (2011) the former Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Intercontinental Bank Plc, Dr. Erastus Akingbola, was arrested and prosecuted by the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission over the allegation of diverting to his personal account, the sum of over N2,billion,belonging to the bank. The money was being transferred in pound sterling, totaling, £8,540,134.48,to his domiciliary account in 2009 (Bakare, 2014).Similarly, the removal of the management of former Citizens Bank and Al1 States Trust Bank in 2005 was a result of unethical conduct, which was fraudulent in nature. According to ThisDay (2006), no fewer than 30 former staff of Aso Savings and Loans Bank, including top management and members of the board, was prosecuted for giving out inappropriate loans, mainly to themselves. From the foregone, it is obvious that corruption is a deep-rooted problem in Nigeria. These incidences of corrupt practices in Nigeria havehad devastating consequences for national development.
The Factors that Serve as Catalysts for Corruption in Nigeria
The CLEEN Foundation (2010) gave some factors, which have catalyzed the culture of weak accountability and corruption in Nigeria. These are: (
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Bad Leadership Precedents/Impunity: The mentality for many citizens in Nigeria is that politics serves as a quick means to wealth. Indeed, the highest corruption in Nigeria has been in the corridor of power. The evidence is in the number of state Governors and Local Government Chairmen being investigated for corruption in the past and present. Here, corruption is perfected in over-inflated contracts, which are executed and re-executed many times, whereby funds given to organizations/sectors are either diverted to personal accounts or laundered to foreign accounts. This mentality has trickled down to the common person who seeks every means legal or illegal to make his own wealth. 
Lack of adequate funding of corruption agencies: In this era of high-tech crimes, corporate and bureaucratic corruption, fighting the war against corruption without adequate provisions/funding would be tantamount to failure. Nigeria is seriously lagging behind in this area because many of these agencies have cried out about lack of funding to undertake their roles.
Lack of a comprehensive database: Nigeria lacks a comprehensive database of its citizens. This cripples investigations and exchange of information on criminals with foreign counterparts. Keeping properrecords would naturally deter the culprits.
iv. Lack of Reforms: The public sector, which contributes more than half of the corruption in Nigeria lacks sustained reforms. Reforms in public institutions such as the Civil Service and the Judiciary will greatly reduce the challenges of corruption in Nigeria.
Lack of national integration: It is common knowledge that Nigerians are divided along many lines such as ethnic, tribal, social, and religious lines. Cases of corruption are interpreted along ethnic, tribal, or even regional lines. There is a wrong reasoning that every government appointment is “our turn to eat the national cake”. This has prevented a wholesome condemnation of corruption cases. The government must embark on a more productive mass citizens' (
21
)mobilization for national integration, which will instill the sense of patriotism in the citizens. This will go a long way to curb the menace of corruption, as all Nigerians will be united in condemning cases of corruption at whatever level. The recent case of the indicted former minister of aviation who was shielded and defended by her eastern Nigerian counterparts is an instance in this regard.  
Impediment to Good Governance and Sustainable Development
The fraudulent accumulation process has resulted, over time, in the progressive and phenomenal enrichment of Nigerian leaders (both civilian and military), the emptying of the national treasury and the indebtedness of the country as a result of bad governance almost to the point of bankruptcy (Moris,2015) hence the critical dearth of resources for investment on the social, economic and overall cultural development of the masses of our people. Nigeria is, therefore in a paradoxical situation in which the scandalous, almost legendary, wealth of key ruling class members exists to mock the unspeakable mass poverty, misery and degradation of the Nigerian people (Fatile, 2013).
This situation is also highly productive, at the attitudinal level, of mass cynicism about, and distrust of the political leaders and constitutes a major factor in the persistence of inter and intra communal disunity, antipathy and strife, as well as the progressively worsening problem of social and economic in the country. Since the public treasury has been the primary and ultimate source of rapid and sensational private accumulation by the Nigerian political leaders the struggle to capture state power (and therefore, the national treasury) among factions of the political leaders has become progressively acrimonious and bitter.
This kind of struggle which ends in a winner-take-all resolution, the losing factions tend to be rigorously excluded from sharing in the loot. Hence, the invariable tendency among political leaders’ factions to use the poor masses from their areas of origin (village,town, local government, state or ethnic group) as cannon fodder and battering rams against their rivals and competitors from other areas, thus further dividing the people and (
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)undermining the stability of a Nigerian state and society that is already profoundly unstablethat consequently tend to social unrest and terrorism in the nation (Usman, 2013).
Rampant corruption among the political leaders has, over time, taught a dangerously disruptive lesson to the generality of the people; being honest and law-abiding does not pay (Osoba, 1996). Consequently some of the public officials who have learnt this lesson from the top then try to replicate the corrupt practices of their leaders at their own lowly levels in the form of petty acts of bribery, peculation and embezzlement of public funds. It is in this way that corruption as a way of life has become pervasive and cancerous domiciled in Nigeria democracy.
The obsession of many political leaders with primitive private accumulation at the expense of the public means that they tend to divert resources earmarked for running and maintaining, public institutions in their charge (institutions like hospitals, schools, universities, public utilities, the judiciary, the police and even the armed forces) to corrupt private purposes. By so doing, they subvert these institutions and their capacity to perform their assigned tasks efficiently, thereby damaging the substantive interests and endangering the lives of citizens whom these public institutions are meant to serve (Fatile, 2013).According to Osoba (1996) the systematic pillage of the nation's wealth by its supposed custodians over several decades, many young Nigerians of lowly origins, after successfully passing out of schools, universities and other institutions of learning, cannot find gainful employment. This is because resources, which could have been used for job creation, have been looted by the leaders. As a consequence many of these educated young people are either 'brain drained' to other lands in search of greener pastures or get diverted into various criminal ways of making a livelihood like terrorism, kidnapping, armed robbery, prostitution, drug peddling and trafficking and all manner of racketeering. In this and other ways, greedy Nigerian leaders have squandered the future of their country and its children there by reduced Nigeria to its present status of a parish in the comity of nations (Osoba, 1996). (
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Implications of Corruption on Good Governance and Sustainable Development in Nigeria
Leadership problem and corruption are the bane of Nigeria's socio-economic development. Ijewereme&Dunmade (2014) noted that corruption has largely retarded the quest for sustainable growth and development in Nigeria. It is a cancer attacks the vital structures and systems engender progressive functioning of the Nigeria society (Ogbeidi,2012).
The implications of bad leadership and corruption in Nigeria are outrageous. In the opinion of Aiyede (2006) "corruption poses a serious development challenge”. Ijewereme&Dunamade (2014) observed that Nigerian political realm shows that corruption have undermined democratic values of trust, credibility of government, and good governance. Corruption in the democratic process reduces accountability, transparency, integrity and distorts quality representation in policy making (Ebegbulem, 2012).Corruption in Nigeria has slow down the pace of good governance because it weakens efficiency and effectiveness of public service and discourages genuine prospective investors. Corruption and mismanagement of public funds have direct bearing on the Nigeria's collapsing infrastructure like potable water, good road networks, health facilities, standard of education, security, justice, employment and other challenges which are interconnected (Ribadu, 2013).Corruption remains the biggest barrier to ending extreme poverty and stands in the way of progress in the development of all areas mentioned here; preventing funds reaching healthcare and- education, limiting individuals, abilities to access jobs and social benefits; corroding systems of law and stopping aid working effectively in the poorest parts of the world(Adebayo,2013).
The past Nigerian leaders from Formal president Olusegun Obasanjo to Good Luck Jonathan administration (that is PDP led government 1999 to 2015) siphoned money that would have been invested in the power sector, while those that invested in the sector misappropriated the money with nothing to show (Buhari,2015).The consequences of corruption are largely on the negative side. Corruption widens inequality, aggravates mass (
24
)
25
poverty, militates against efficient resource planning and allocation, and undermines economic growth by discouraging investment, and compromises economic efficiency, results in high governmental expenditures as a result of inflation of contracts and cost supplies. There is no doubt that corruption is poisonous to good governance in Nigeria (Alemika,2012).
The Nigeria's 2011 corruption Index by the EFCC maintains that Nigeria is certainly not immune to corruption. The damage of the scourge to the economy and the fabric of the society is seen in the schools that are not built, the hospitals without medicines, the roads that are not passable and the failure of occur citizens to be inspired (Usman, 2013).Presently in Nigeria, the greatest challenge to corruption is impunity. Because of its sheer scale and level, corruption is no longer secret, it is celebrated (The Nigerian 2011 Corruption Index) Alemika (2012).
Solution to the Problems of Political Corruption in the Nigerian Government and Politics
The following are some of the probable solutions to the scourge of political corruption in the Nigeria government and politics:
The various anti-corruption and related bodies such as EFCC, ICPC, Code of Conduct Bureau, Public Complaints Commission, change begins with me/whistle blower policy and the police should be repositioned and overhauled in structure and resources to be truly anti-corruption agencies that fight the malaise to the satisfaction of all and sundry. The current arrangement whereby EFCC is loaded with three functions of investigation, prosecution and recovery of looted assets, calls for a review. The EFCC and ICPC should be merged and their functions merged too and it should be granted full autonomy.
Anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should be established in all public institutions, empowered and made functional in such a way as to detect and report corrupt officials for prosecution. The constitution should be amended to expunge the issue of immunity for all elected government officials. Stiffer punishments to the tune (
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)of death or life imprisonment as practiced in China, Malaysia and some other countries, should be meted out to offenders. This will serve as deterrent to others.
Cancellation of election results obtained based on rigging and fraudulent acts; disqualification of public officers implicated in election and allied mal-practices. Prosecution of erring individuals and confiscation of properties of public officials found to be involved in wrongful corrupt acts among others.
Corruption is a social problem; thus, citizens must be properly educated on the negative impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all facets of public life, through mass enlightenment campaigns. Thus, if the various anti-corruption laws are to contribute meaningfully to the eradication of corruption, the people must know their roles and the consequences of failure to play those roles.
The government must introduce an equitable wages and incentive system and improve other conditions of work so that the level of poverty could be reduced and the quality of life improved. This will inexorably reduce civil servants' vulnerability and susceptibility to corruption. This must be in consonant with prompt payment of the workers monthly wages and salaries, though it should not be an excuse.
Lastly, the federal character principle should be applied with less rigidity, but with fairness among ethnic groups, to avoid creating divisions. The appointment of persons to various positions should be made from the best available in any ethnic group section, in the country.
Above all, the country needs transformational leaders, a re-oriented public service, a vibrant judiciary and an organized and vibrant civil society. Transformational leaders have great potentials to promote performance beyond expectations and to effect enormous changes within any organization or nation. This no doubt appears to be a form of leadership well suited to these current times characterized by uncertainty, global turbulence and socio-economic instability. Its suitability is based on fundamentalism of the much-desired good governance at this moment of nation building hinged on such kind of leadership
 (
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Summary of Reviewed Literature
This chapter presents the contribution different author based on the current work on the political corruption and its effect in the Nigerian government and politics. The chapter discussed on the theoretical framework, the concept of corruption,
The theoretical framework used for this study was Extractive Corruption Theory, the theory emphasizes the well-known expression that all power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. That is, the reason political power is concentrated exclusively in the hands of few individuals, the greater the temptation for power abuse, selfish wealth-seeking and primitive accumulation. According to the theory, the ruling elites use and misuse the power of the state primarily to safeguard their own selfish interests, to the detriment of the majority.
In this chapter, author like Otiti (2000) views corruption as the perversion of integrity, which could be presented in acts such as bribery, inordinate favours or moral depravity. It occurs when two or more parties interact to upturn the structure and processes of a society which is concerned with the behaviour of functionaries which promote dishonest situations. Also, corruption is divided into several forms e.g. political corruption, bureaucracy corruption, electoral corruption, bribery, fraud, embezzlement, extortion, favouritism and nepotism. Also, in this chapter, the factors which serve as a catalyst for corruption Nigeria was made mentioned, this includes; bad leadership precedent/impunity, lack of adequate funding of corruption agencies, lack of comprehensive database, lack of reforms and lack of national integration. It was further discussed that corruption has indeed become an impediment to good governance and sustainable development in Nigeria. Jewereme&Dunmade (2014) noted that corruption has largely retarded the quest for sustainable growth and development in Nigeria. It is a cancer attacks the vital structures and systems engender progressive functioning of the Nigeria society (Ogbeidi, 2012).






CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter presents describes the research procedures employed in carrying out this study. It was presented under the following sub-headings:
· Research Design
· Population of the Study
·  Sample and Sampling Techniques
· Research Instrument
· Validity of the Instrument
· Reliability of the Instrument
· Procedure for Data Collection
· Method of Data Analysis
Research Design
This study will adopt the descriptive survey design type. This design will be employed because the present study centered on individuals and their opinion. Moreover, adopting the descriptive survey will helps the researcher to gather required data from the respondents causes, effects and ways of curbing political corruption.
Population
The population of the are the entire people of Ilorin West Local Government Area. However, due to the large population of Ilorin west, 150 individual respondents were selected.


Sample and Sampling Techniques
The sample for the study means the portion of the population selected for the study. Thus, the sample will involve one-hundred and fifty (150) respondents  (
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)from different strata in Ilorin West Local Government Areas. 
Instrument of Data Collection
The questionnaire designed by the researcher tagged “Political Corruption and its Effect in the Nigerian Government and Politics" (PCENGP), will be used as instrument of data collection for the study. The instrument is divided into two sections. Section “A” of the questionnaire sought demographic information on the personal data of respondents such as, sex, department, level, qualification, and years of experience. While section “B” contains thirteen structured items related to causes, effects and measures to curb political corruption were designed to elicit responses from the respondents.
Again, the thirteen items in section “B” requires respondents to rate each item along a 4-point Likert of Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed (D) and Strongly Disagreed (SD) type scale.
Validity of the Instrument
To ascertain the face and content validity of the instrument, the instrument will be submitted to an expert and project supervisor. The comments and observations of these experts and supervisor will be taken care before proceeding to the final draft of the instrument.


Reliability of the Instrument
The reliability of the research instrument will be determine using test and retest method in determining its reliability.
Administration of the Instrument
The researcher will personally administer the questionnaire to the respondents.
Method of Data Analysis
Responses from the questionnaire will be analyze using frequency counts, simple percentage and mean score. The responses would have been graduated while criterion mean weight is set at 2.50 therefore any responses below 2.50 are regarded as not significant while those above 2.50 are regarded as significant. (
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CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter presents the results of data analyses and discusses the findings of the study based on the responses obtained from respondents selected from Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Data Analysis of Respondents Information
Table 1: Gender Distribution of Respondents
	Gender
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Male
	87
	58%

	Female
	6
	42%

	Total
	150
	100%


Table 1 above show that 58% of the respondents were male while 45% others were female.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents Based on their Religion
	Religion
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Christian
	63
	42%

	Muslim
	87
	58%

	Total
	150
	100%


Table 2reveals that 63 of the respondents which represent 42% were Christian while 87(58%) were Muslim. This implies that Muslim respondents participate much in this study
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Presentation of Results
Research (Question One: What are the causes of political corruption in Nigeria?
Table 4: Analysis of Respondents Response on the Causes of Political Corruption in Nigeria.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA 
(%)
	A 
(%)
	D 
(%)
	SD 
(%)
	MEAN
	Decision

	1.
	High level of illiteracy rate 
Induces political  corruption in  Nigeria government and  Politics
	24
(16%)
	35
(23%)
	59
(39%)
	32
(21%)
	2.34
	Disagreed

	2.
	God-fatherism and ethnicity  are the main cause of political  corruption in   Nigeria   government and politics
	55
(37%)
	77
(51%)
	11
(7%)
	7
(5%)
	3.2
	Agreed

	3.
	The weakness of governmental  enforcement mechanism  induces corrupt practices  among political leaders.
	62
(41%)
	81
(54%)
	7
(5%)
	-
	3.37
	Agreed

	4.
	Greed and passion for  luxurious living aggravates the  spate of corrupt practice  among the political leaders.
	76
(51%)
	74
(49%)
	-
	-
	3.51
	Agreed


Table 4 above show the responses of the respondents on the causes of corruption in Nigeria. 24(16%) and 35 (23%) of the respondents strongly and agreed that high level of illiteracy rate induces political corruption in Nigeria while 39% and 21% strongly disagreed and disagreed respectively.to the statement and having a mean response of 2.34.132(88%)of the respondents agreed that god-fatherism and ethnicity are the main cause of political corruption in Nigeria while 18(12%) of the respondents disagreed and had an agreed men response of 3.2. Further, 143(95%) of the respondents agreed that the weakness if governmental enforcement mechanism induces corrupt practices among political leaders while 7(5%) disagreed. Lastly, all the respondents agreed that greed and passion for luxurious (
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)Irving aggravate the spate of corrupt practice among political leaders in Nigeria. This implies20Tfactors mentioned above are the causes of political corruption in Nigeria exceptthat high level illiteracy rate cannot or partially causes political corruption.
Research Question Two: What are the effects political corruption have on good governance in Nigeria?
Table 5: Respondents Analysis on the Effect of Political Corruption on good governance.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA 
(%)
	A 
(%)
	D 
(%)
	SD 
(%)
	MEAN
	Decision

	5.
	Political corruption -undermined  democratic values of trust,
credibility of government, and  good governance
	84
(56%)
	66
(44%)
	-
	-
	3.56
	Agreed

	6.
	Political. corruption among the political leaders resulted in abject  poverty and economic recession in  the country.
	71
(47%)
	79
(53%)
	-
	-
	3.47
	Agreed,

	7.
	Political corruption .in Nigeria  slows down the pace of good  governance because it weakens  efficiency and effectiveness of  public service and discourages 
genuine prospective investors
	93
(62%)
	57
(38%)
	-
	-
	3.62
	Agreed

	8.
	Political corruption   and  mismanagement of public funds  have direct. bearing on the  Nigeria's collapsing infrastructure  like potable water, good road  networks, health facilities, standard of education, security, justice, employment and other  challenges   which   are 
interconnected.
	97
(65%)
	53
(35%)
	-
	-
	3.65
	Agreed

	9
	Political corruption widens  inequality, militates against  efficient resource planning and  allocation of funds.
	77
(51%)
	63
(42%)
	7
(5%)
	3
(4%)
	3.43
	Agreed

	10.
	limiting individuals, abilities to  access jobs and social benefits, corroding systems of law and  stopping aid working effectively.
	81
(54%)
	69
(46%)
	-
	-
	3.54
	Agreed


 (
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Table above shows that 100% of the respondents agreed that political corruption undermined democratic values of trust, credibility, of government and good government in resulted in abject poverty and economic recession in the country. Further, all the respondents also agreed that corruption in Nigeria slows down the pace of good governance because it weakens efficiency and effectiveness of public service and discourages genuine prospective investors. On the same table above, 100% of the respondents agreed that political corruption and mismanagement of public funds have direct bearing on the Nigeria's collapsing infrastructure like potable water, good road networks, health facilities, standard of education, security, justice, employment and other challenges which are interconnected likewise it widens inequality, militates against efficient resource planning and allocation of funds. Also, it was agreed by all the respondents that political corruption has effect in limiting individuals, abilities to access jobs and social benefits, corroding systems of law and stopping aid working effectively.
The result above was thereby agreed upon based on the mean calculated analysis which is 3.56, 3.47, 3.62, 3.65, 3.43 and 3.54 respectively. It is therefore implied that political corruption in Nigeria have effect on Nigeria government and politics.
Research Question Three: In what ways can political corruption be eradicated in Nigeria?
Table 6: Respondents Analysis on how to eradicate political corruption in Nigeria.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA 
(%)
	A 
(%)
	D 
(%)
	SD 
(%)
	MEAN
	Decision

	11.
	Right values such as patriotism, honesty, hardworking, tolerance, equality, etc. can be inculcated into  the citizens through political science  course
	95
(63%)
	55
(37%)
	-
	-
	3.63
	Agreed

	12
	Anti-corruptionand transparent  monitoring units should be  established in all public institutions, empowered and made functional in  such a way as to detect and report
	83
(55%)
	67
(45%)
	-
	-
	3.55
	Agreed 
N


 (
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	corrupt officials for prosecution.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Citizens must be properly educated 
on the negative impacts and the 
need to eradicate corruption in all 
facets of public life, through mass 
enlightenment campaigns
	87
(58%)
	63
(42%)
	
	-
	3.58
	Agreed

	14
	The country needs transformational 
leaders, a re-oriented public service,
a vibrant judiciary and an organized 
and vibrant civil society.
	97
(65%)
	53
(35%)
	-
	-
	3.64
	Agreed

	15.
	The concept of leadership and 
followership should be taught 
through Political Science courses.
	81
(54%)
	69
(46%)
	-
	-
	3.54
	Agreed

	16.
	Severe punishment should be 
attached to the corrupt practice.
	79
(53%)
	71
(47%)
	-
	-
	2.86
	Agreed


On the need to provide solution and reduction to the causes and effects of political corruption in the Nigeria, the above table was made. Based on the responses, it was agreed that right values such as patriotism, honesty, hardworking, tolerance, and equality could be inculcated into the citizens through political science course to fight against political corruption which was the common norms in the world (particularly Nigeria). Anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should be established in all public institutions, empowered and made functional in such a way as to detect and report corrupt officials, for prosecution. Also, citizens must be properly educated on the negative impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all facets of public life, through mass enlightenment campaigns and needs transformational leaders, a re-oriented public service, a vibrant judiciary and an organized and vibrant civil society will help to curb the causes and threats of corruption 1sustainable economic development of a country, in particular Nigeria. (
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Ho: There is no significant effect of political corruption to Nigeria government and politics
H1: There is significant effect of political corruption to Nigeria government and politics


Table 7: Chi-Square results on political corruption has significant effect on good governance in Nigeria.
	N    Mean S.D  Df  X2.Cal X2.CritP-value Remark

	150  29.09  6.06  12   43.5   21.02   0.05  Ho rejected


Table 7 shows the outcome of the chi-square results to whether political corruption has significant effect on Nigeria government and politics. The result shows that the calculated X value of 43.5 is greater than the critical X2 value of 21.02 at 0.05 level of significance.
Therefore the null hypothesis which stated that there is no significant effect of political corruption on good governance in Nigeria  was hereby rejected while the alternative hypothesis was accepted. This implies that there is significant effect of political corruptionon good governancein Nigeria.
Discussion of Findings
Based on the findings to the causes and effects of political corruption on good governance in Nigeria.
The findings shows that political corruption is caused by the following factors which includes: God-fatherism and ethnicity, weakness of governmental enforcement mechanizing and greed and passion for luxurious living aggravate the spate of corrupt practice among the political leaders in Nigeria.

Also, on whether political corruption has significant effect on good governance in Nigeria. The result of the findings shows that this is 100% true. There is no gain saying to deny the fact that over the past years, good governance has been affected. This was supported by the contribution of Adebayo (2013) who mentioned in his work that corruption remains the biggest barrier to ending extreme poverty and stands in the way of progressing the development of all areas mentioned here; preventing funds reaching healthcare and education, limiting individuals, abilities to access jobs and social benefits, corroding systems of law and stopping aid working effectively in the poorest parts of the world.

	Also, Ribadu (2013) contributed that corruption and mismanagement of public funds have direct bearing on the Nigeria's collapsing infrastructure like potable water, good road networks, health facilities, standard of education, security, justice, employment and other challenges which are interconnected.
On the solution to reduce the causes as well as the likely effect emanated from the practices of corruption in Nigeria, few were mentioned in this chapter and this was agreed by the respondents. The solutions include; right values such as patriotism, honesty, hardworking, tolerance, equality, etc. can be inculcated into the citizens through political science course. Anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should be established in all public institutions, empowered and made functional in such a way as to detect and repot corrupt officials for prosecution. Citizens must be properly educated and enlightened on the negative impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all facets of public life, through mass enlightenment campaigns and severe punishment should be given to those who practice corruption.


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter presents the summary of the findings, conclusion, recommendations, limitation of the study and suggestion for further studies.
Summary
The study was designed to investigated on the topic “political corruption and its effect on good governance in the Nigeria. The study was guided by three research questions based on the purpose of the study mainly, the cause of political corruption in Nigeria, the effects to which political corruption has on Nigeria government and practice and solution in which the problems can be reduced or solved. However, based on the research work, a descriptive research survey design was adopted to ease and help to gather information on this study. The study population comprises 150 respondents selected across various strata in Ilorin West Local Government. The instrument used for this study was a self-developed structured questionnaire developed by the researcher to gather information from the sample population based on the purpose of this study. Data was analysed using simple frequency and percentage and mean responses for the research questions and students’ bio data while chi-square statistics method was used to test the hypotheses.
Based on the findings, it was revealed that political corruption has greater effects on good governance in Nigeria. Economically, political corruption leads to the depletion of national wealth and resources. Also, corruption and mismanagement of public funds have direct bearing on the Nigeria's collapsing infrastructure like potable water, good road networks, health facilities, standard of education, security, justice employment and other challenges which are interconnected likewise widens inequality, militates against efficient resource planning and allocation of funds.
Also, the findings revealed that the effects caused by political corruption can reduced through patriotism, honesty, hardworking, tolerance, equality, anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should be established in all public institutions. Citizens must be properly (
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)educated and enlightened on the negative impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all facets-of public life, through mass enlightenment campaigns and severe punishment should be given to those who practice corruption.
Conclusion
There is a clear-cut correlation between corruption, good governance, and economic growth, and if stringent measure is not taken about it, the development of the country would be impaired. Corrupt regimes always yield disastrous results.
Corruption which is equal to monopoly plus discretion, minus accountability has serious impediment to sustainable development especially in developing countries. It has stolen the wealth of resource-rich nations like Nigeria thereby making people to be trapped in poverty. Even while thinking of some firms/people as if better off through payment of a bribe by most people, the overall effect of corruption on economic development still remains negative. The more corrupt a country is, the slower its economic growth rate. Corruption is a stigma that destroys the reputation of affected country. It lowers investment thereby lowering economic growth of the country. Despite the existing challenges facing Nigeria after the establishment of the two major anti-graft institutions (ICPC and the EFCC) by the government in 2000 and 2003 respectively, the reforms have yielded some concrete results with a reduction of corruption levels when compared with the pre-reform periods when Criminal Code and Code of conduct Bureau were used to check corrupt practices on public office holders only. It is in the rules and practices of governance that the foundations of sustainable development are shaped or undermined. The very basis of development becomes compromised when these rules and practices are not effectively monitored and applied Development suffers where the rules of governance allow arbitrary resource allocations and the diversion of public resources in defiance of the public good and to the exclusive benefit of corrupt officials, politicians and their collaborators. (
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Recommendations
Every country has to determine its own priorities on the war against corruption. To curb the surge, of corruption in Nigeria, the following recommendations were made
	The general population should be re-orientated to have a better value system. This is because Nigerians have for long been living on the survival of the fittest and grab whatever-comes-your-way mentality.
The re-orientation of the youth in Nigeria to a good value system could help in dew-against corruption.
There is the need for enlightenment in discouraging excessive materialism and the culture of “get rich quickly”employment for the teeming youths and incorporation of human rights and development perspectives into anti-corruption work.
In order for Nigeria to successfully combat corruption, there is the need for a mechanism that willtransform dramatically the culture and legacy of corruption. Positive transformation of Nigeria can only occur through addressing the rootcauses of corruption and through effectively implementing the legal mechanisms already in place.
·There is need to have at honest leaders’ with the political will to tackle corruption.
There is the need for enlightenment in discouraging excessive materialism and the culture of "get rich guck", employment for the teeming youth and incorporations of human rights and development perspectives into anti-corruption work.
Provision of appropriate punishment for corrupt officials
The leadership must demonstrate the willingness to track and punish corrupt officials and citizens as well as create a conducive economic climate that would raise the standard of living of the citizenry.
Programs such as social safety net should be instituted among the son-working class in order to reduce the worry about basic survival in the face of growing insecurity about the job situation.

·Finally, there is the need for the provision of adequate equipment for anti-corruption agencies and non-interference of government on the mandates given to them so as to make then effective. Unless the government is willing commit adequate resources to fund and operate the agencies,and making them truly independent, the anti-corruption fight might not be able to withstand the opposing forces of the corrupt elements in the country
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KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN
P.M.B.1527
POLITICAL CORRUPTION AND ITS EFFECT IN THE NIGERIAN
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (PCENGP)
Dear Respondent,
This questionnaire is designed to obtain information on political corruption and its effects in the Nigerian government and politics. You are therefore required to complete or fill appropriately. Please be rest assured that whatever answers you supply will be used confidentiality and for research purpose only.
Section A: Personal Information
Sex: Male(.)	Female( )
SECTION B
Instruction: You are requested to tick (V) against the option of your choice. Four options ranging from Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD) have been provided in this section.
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1.
	High level of illiteracy rate induces political corruption 
in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	2.
	God-fatherism and ethnicity are the main cause of 
political corruption in Nigeria.
	
	
	
	

	3.
	The weakness of governmental enforcement mechanism induces corrupt practices among political leaders.
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Greed and passion for luxurious living aggravate the 
spate of corrupt practice among the political leaders.
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Political corruption undermined democratic values of 
trust, credibility of government, and good governance
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Political corruption among the political leaders resulted in abject poverty and economic recession in the countries
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Political corruption in Nigeria slows down the pace of good governance because it weakens efficiency and 
effectiveness of public service and discourages genuine 
prospective investors
	
	
	
	

	8
	Political corruption and mismanagement of public 
funds have direct bearing on the Nigeria's collapsing 
infrastructure like potable water, good roadnetworks,
health facilities, standard of education,security,justice,
employment and other challenges which are 
interconnected.
	
	
	
	

	
	Political corruption widens inequality,militates against 
efficient resource planning and allocation of funds.
	
	
	
	

	
	Political corruption has effect in limiting individuals,
abilities to access jobs and social benefits,corroding 
systems-of law and stopping aid working effectively.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Right values such as patriotism,honesty,hardworking,
tolerance, equality,etc. can be inculcated into the 
citizens through political science course.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Anti-corruption and transparent monitoring units should 
be established in all publicinstitutions,empowered and 
made functional in such a way as to detect and report 
corrupt officials for prosecution.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Citizens must be properly educated on the negative 
impacts and the need to eradicate corruption in all 
facets of public life, through mass enlightenment 
campaigns
	
	
	
	

	12
	The country needs transformational leaders, a re-
oriented public service, a vibrant judiciary and an 
organized and vibrant civil society.
	
	
	
	

	13
	The concept of leadership and followership should be 
taught through Political Science courses.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Severe punishment should be attached to the corrupt 
practice.
	
	
	
	


 (
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