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ABSTRACT
This research project examined the effect of parental care on the academic performance of students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. It explored the extent to which that pupil’s family is able to create a home environment that encourages learning and to express high expectations for their children’s future careers and become involve in their children’s education at schools and in the home. Structured questionnaire was used to obtain information from ten Secondary Schools (SS) out of all secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, in which 100 respondents were involved. Chi-square method was subsequently used to analyze the data obtained from the selected respondents. Based on the analysis of the data it was found that there is a significant effect between parental care and academic performance of secondary school students. It is recommended that parents should motivate their children through reward giving, word of appreciation and encouragement as this will further help them achieve successful academic performance.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Millions of children around the world are growing up without one or both of their parents. Many more are at risk of separation, due to the impact of poverty, disability and such crises as natural disaster and armed conflict. Children without parental care find themselves at a higher risk of discrimination, inadequate care, abuse and exploitation, and their well-being is often insufficiently monitored. Inadequate care environments can impair children’s emotional and social development and leave them vulnerable to exploitation, sexual abuse and physical violence (Gadsden, 2016). The effect of parent care on a child at any given time cannot be over emphasized. The home is very germane and crucial to a child’s well being and development in later life. Family is the primary cell of society where the child's upbringing must begin since his birth, still in cradle.
According to Hugo, (2018), the person's principles established since childhood are like letters engraved in the bark of a young tree, which grow, enlarge with it making its integral part. Therefore, right beginning makes the most important part of upbringing/education. Nobody ever said that children were easy to raise. They don't come with guidelines or instructions, and they certainly don't come with a pause button. What they do come with is a crucial set of physical and emotional needs that must be met. Failure of the parents to meet these specific needs can have wide-ranging and long-lasting negative effects especially on academic performance. Epistein, (2017). This is because parent in the home are children first teacher. As a child move from infant to toddler and then to a preschooler, he learns how to speak, listen, write and read which latter develop the child to achieve academically. The influence of parents on children school achievement is well documented in numerous studies. Gadsden (2018) says greater parental involvement at early stage in children’s learning, positively affects the child’s school performance including higher academic performance.
Harderves (2016) review that family whose children are doing well in school exhibit the following characters:
i. Establish a daily family routine by providing time and a quiet place to study with the children and assigning responsibility for house hold chores.
ii. Monitor out-of-school activities, for example setting limits on television watching, reduce time of playing, monitor the groups of friends the pupils walk with.
iii. Encourage children’s development and progress in school; that is maintaining a worm and supportive home, showing interest in children’s progress at school, helping him or her with home work, discussing the value of a good education and future career with children.
Students often tend to do better in school, stay longer in school, and like school more when schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning. In the view of Mugenda and Mugenda (2016), for the past decade, parental care shows that regardless of family background, level or income, and students whose parents are involved are more likely to earn higher grades and test scores, enroll in higher-level programmme, be promoted, earn credits, attend school regularly, have better social skills, show improved behavior, adapt well to school and graduate to post-secondary education
It is on this note that the researcher seeks to study parental care and students’ academic achievement in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
Statement of the Problem
Dubois, (1994) showed that family support and the quality of parental care significantly predicted school adjustment in a sample of 159 young US adolescents (aged 10 –12) followed in a two year longitudinal study. At-home parental care clearly and consistently has significant effects on pupil performance and adjustment which far outweigh other forms of achievement. When a child has caring parent and families to support learning, children tend to succeed not just in school, but throughout life. In fact the most accurate predictor of a pupil’s performance in school is not income or social status, but the extent to which that pupil’s family is able to create a home environment that encourages learning and to express high expectations for their children’s future careers and become involve in their children’s education at schools and in the home. However, the researcher seeks to investigate the effect of parental care on the students’ academic performance of senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Objectives of the Study
The following are the objectives of this study:
i. To examine the effect of parental care on the academic performance of senior secondary school students.
ii. To examine the rudiments of parental care.
iii. To determine the parental involvement and its’ influence on the academic performance of students.
Research Questions
1. What is the effect of parental care on the academic performance of secondary school student?
2. What are the rudiments of parental care on academic performance of secondary school student?
3. What influence does parental involvement have on the academic performance of secondary school student?
Research Hypothesis
HO1: There is no significant effect between parental care and the academic performance of secondary school student.
HO2: There is no significant effect between the rudiments of parental care and academic performance of secondary school student.
HO3: There is no significant influence in the parental involvement and the academic performance of secondary school student.
Significance of the Study
The following are the significance of this study: This study educates the general public on the need for good parental care not only to enhance the pupil academic performance but to prepare the child for the future endeavour with right upbringing so that the child will freely interact with the pairs with better self esteem. This research will also serve as a resource base to other scholars and researchers interested in carrying out further research in this field subsequently, if applied will go to an extent to provide new explanation to the topic
Scope of the Study
This study covers all the secondary schools in Ilorin West Local  Government Area of Kwara State. However, due to time and financial limitations, the study is limited to ten (10) selected secondary schools. The researcher deems it appropriate to select these secondary schools because all the public schools in Ilorin West Local Government are attended by almost students of the same social class and face the same social and life challenges. Also, the calibers of teachers that teach in such schools are mostly of same social orientation.
Operational Definition of Terms
Parent: A parent is either the progenitor of a child or, in humans, it can refer to a caregiver or legal guardian.
Parental Care: Parental care is a behavioural and evolutionary strategy adopted by some animals, involving a parental investment being made to the evolutionary fitness of offspring.
Students: A student is a person enrolled in a school or other educational institution.
Academic Performance: Is the extent to which a student, teacher or institution has attained their short or long-term educational goals. Completion of educational benchmarks such as secondary school diplomas and bachelor's degrees represent academic achievement.


CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction
This chapter reviews related literature on the parental care and students’ academic achievement in selected secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State.
	This chapter is organized under the following sub-headings:
· Overview of Parental Care
· Parent and the School Communication
· Parents’ Participation in Educational Activities at Home
· Parents’ Involvement in Educational Activities at School
· Barriers to Parental Involvement
· Parenting and Academic Performance
· Parental Education Background and Students’ Educational Performance
· Parental Occupation and Students’ Academic Performance
· Summary of the Literature Reviewed

Overview of Parental Care
A characteristic that may affect the value of parental care in students’ academic achievement is parental educational level. The literary review on students’ academic achievements has reviewed the importance of parents’ education. Many studies describe that parents’ education level plays an important role in the amount of parent involvement and the most of these research have been with secondary school students (Sui-chu & Williams 2018). More findings describe that the higher education level of the parents, the students more likely will have better academic achievement. This research is only with the secondary school students (Sandefur, et al., 2019). Jacqulynm, (2020) have pointed out the relationship of parents education level to their children academic achievements. A mother’s education has a more influence than father, So mother’s education is more important. Karshen (2022) says that students whose parents are well educated get higher positions than those whose parents are not educated. Educated parents help their children in school work activities. Dave and Dave (2016) found that high achievers belong to homes with parents’ higher education level. The failed students belong to those who have lower parents’ education level. Williams (2020) and Teach man (2021) found that more educated parents create environment that facilitate learning. They involve themselves in children’s school activities and school environment. Okagaki and French (2018) studied that parents education is a distal indicator indirectly correlated with children education achievements. Good and Brophy (2017) say that educated parents show interest in their children’s academic performances they meet and co-operate with educational administrators to ensure children seriousness in their studies. On the other hand Hawkes (2015) says that student performance do not necessarily depend on parents professional competency or educational attainments.
Parental care, from an economist’s perspective, can be defined as direct effort provided by the parent, in order to increase educational outcomes of their children. This definition refers to an education production function, and makes parental involvement one of its arguments. The broad perspective adopted here mirrors the definition of family involvement by the Harvard Family Research Project, one of the leading research groups into family involvement outside economics: their definition includes all activities by parents that are intentionally “linked to learning” (Comer, 2017). This review is concerned with parental involvement in school, defined as the efforts delivered by parents while their child is in school age. Traditionally, however, sociologists and practitioners in education have defined family involvement from the school’s perspective.
Parental care according to Comer (2019) is defined as the level of participation that a parent has in the child’s education and school. Many parents are tremendously involved, often volunteering to help in their child’s classroom activities, communicating well with their child’s teachers, assisting with homework, and understanding their child’s individual academic strengths and weaknesses. Although, many parents do not directly get involve into their child’s education. Many schools have programs aimed at increasing parental involvement such as games and sports, home activities, and assorted opportunities for volunteers.
Parent and the School Communication
In our society today, schools and parents are responding to increased expectations, economic pressures, and time constraint. In these changing times, effective partnerships between teachers and parents become even more essential to meet the needs of the children. Communicating with parents in the view of Epstein (2015) is one of the six major types of parental involvement practices that enhance the establishment of strong working relationships between parents and teachers. Also, the cultivation of the teacher-parent relationship is another vital point to the development team work. Unfortunately, so many teachers today are not specifically trained in the skills they need to communicate effectively with parents of their school children (Estein, Dauber & Susan, 2019).
Parents’ Participation in Educational Activities at Home
According to Keith (2013), whenever a child returns from school with assignment, the parents’ role is to make sure that it has been done in the right way and at the right time. Parents checking child’s homework, has shown a positive association with academic achievement in some studies. Students whose parents are involved in checking their homework showed higher achievement than students whose parents are not involved in checking homework. Other studies, however, have shown a negative association between parents checking their children’s homework and academic achievement (Keith, 2013).
What parents do is more important to student success than whether they are rich or poor, whether parents have finished high school or not. Necessarily, every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental participation in promoting the academic growth of children. It is known that children who spend more time on homework and on average do better in school and that the academic benefits increase as children move into the upper grades (Keith, 2013)
Parents’ Involvement in Educational Activities at School
After many years of intense effort to increase parent involvement in schools, it appears that the results are beginning to appear in educational research (Patrikakou, 2014). The news is good for schools where parent involvement is high, and the benefits for children are encouraging. Most times when parents are involved in their children’s schools and education, the children have higher grades and standardized test scores, improved behavior at home and school, better social skills and adaptation to school.
Education activities in school include provision of instruction materials, attendance of parents meeting, attending sports day, annual academic day commonly known as ‘academic clinic day’, parents seminars and participation in different groups like Parent teachers association (PTA) (Hoover, Kathlem, Sandler & Howard, 2017).
Research on the demographics of parents who are involved in their child’s school finds that parents with higher educational attainment and income attend school conferences, volunteering at schools, and supporting school events to enrich their children’s learning achievement. Parents at all socio economic levels can “level the playing field” in their child’s education by taking the time to get involved. Teachers give kids more attention when they know their parents from school visits (Hoover et al., 2017). So it makes parents to give school events first priority for attendance and this can help to support children education.
One kind of parental involvement is school-based and includes participating in parent teacher conferences and functions, receiving and responding to written communications from the teacher. Parents can also serve as school volunteers for the library or lunchroom, or as classroom aides. Parents can participate in their children's schools by joining Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) or Parent Teacher Organizations (PTOs) and getting involved in decision-making about the educational services their children receive. Almost all schools have a PTA or PTO, but often only a small number of parents are active in these groups (Grolnick, Wendy, Slowiaczft & Maria, 2014).
Such associations and organizations provide flexible scheduling for school events and parent-teacher conferences, inform parents about what their children are learning, and help parents create a supportive environment for children's learning at home (Grolnick, et al., 2014). He went further to assert that many schools have responded to the needs of working parents by scheduling conferences in the evening as well as during the day, and by scheduling school events at different times of the day throughout the year.
For many parents, a major impediment to becoming involved is lack of time. Working parents are often unable to attend school events during the day. In addition, evenings are the only time these parents have to spend with their children, and they may choose to spend time with their family rather than attend meetings at school.
Barriers to Parental Involvement
The National PTA (2016) defines the greatest shared barriers as the lack of time, not being valued, and not knowing how to contribute. Additional barriers to parent involvement contain not understanding the educational system, childcare problems, language, cultural changes, and transportation problems. Additionally, parents often do not feel welcomed. Little literacy levels, educational verbiage, superciliousness, boring meetings, and parents who have unmet requirements themselves are also barriers to parent involvement.
Moore (2021) stated that aloofness stuck between parents and teachers, deficiency and lack of teacher training, and obstacles of race and class has been recognized as barriers to parent involvement. Moore (2021) in his view stated that minority parents are not counted in activities for the reason of language or cultural variances. Other barriers are created from opinions, assertiveness, and arrangements by teachers and schools: lack of commitment, role confusion, concerns with territory, and low expectations from at-risk families.
Parenting and Academic Performance
The study findings revealed that parenting in form of provision of basic needs and effective communication to their children significantly predicted the children’s academic performance. This is in agreement with Christian, (2015) who asserts that parent-child interactions, specifically stimulating and responsive parenting practices, are important influences on a child’s academic development. This view is further supported by Trina, (2017) who asserts that parents can teach children how to form positive, constructive relationships that do not revolve around harmful behaviors or substances. However, the findings of this study differ from Bobetsky, (2018)’s findings that parents come to school to check on their children’s discipline with the teachers or administrators only when they are suspended without necessarily caring for the children’s basic needs.
According to Maslow, (2014), people strive to satisfy the lower basic needs before they can think of the higher more aesthetic ones. Parenting in form of provision of basic needs and effective parent-child communication is therefore a primary provision which will enhance children’s academic performance through class attendance, active participation in class work, engagement in co-curricular activities, and ultimately assessment scores. Students who miss some basic needs are likely to underperform in their academics. Bude, (2015) asserts that parents’ involvement in their students’ academic performance helps children understand their parents’ attitudes and expectations which help them perform well.
Parental Educational Background and Student’s Academic Performance 
	We cannot afford to ignore the educational background of the parents while assessing the performance of their children. They make an equal contribution to the inherited ability of children to learning. To properly educate a child is an expensive undertaking and cannot be effectively done by all in a given society. Debey, Edem and Thakur (2020) theoretically classified Nigerian society into three classes namely: upper, middle and lower classes. Social class membership is related to various pattern of behaviour. The upper and middle class parents are generally well educated hence better experienced. They therefore take it for granted that their children will do well academically. On the other hand, the lower class parents are generally with little or no formal education. They rely mainly on informal education. They occupy poor positions in the society example messengers, cleaners, gardeners, driver, etc. They are used to taking orders from their bosses hence when they get home where they are bosses themselves, they dish out order which must be strictly followed. According to Sheepe (2017), it is more characteristic of family associated institutions that demand absolute obedience, such as military and the deeply religious. In addition, Peck (2018), noted that large-scale study of teenagers violence towards parents indicates that this behaviour is learned in families where parents used severe physical punishment against their children. The lower class parents are much less likely to make high assumptions for their children. They may instead hope that their children will become apprenticed to a trade.
	Parents play a major and a very important role in performance of their children in school (Neil, 2019). For most children, interior of the home and its immediate surroundings are the first environments they experience throughout their early years. Young children spend majority of their time with their parents at home and this has been shown to be a major factor that influence the overall academic performance of children. Within the home, children have early interactions with parents and the quality of interaction largely determine the state of a child’s academic performance. The language development, which is the basis for educational attainment, differs between literate and illiterate family. Children from illiterate home are deprived from future learning processes and good academic performance because they lack basic academic foundation which children from literate home enjoy. Parent’s involvement in scholastic activities of a child goes a long way in giving the child a head start among his peers that can only be guaranteed by literate parents.
Parental Occupation and Student’s Academic Performance 
	Occupations are ranked into most prestigious occupation and lower ranking occupation. The most prestigious occupations are physicians, surgeons, lawyers, chemical & biomedical engineers, and communication analysts. While lower ranking occupation are food preparation workers, counter attendants, bartenders and helpers, dishwashers, janitors, maids and housekeepers, vehicle cleaners, and parking lot attendants. The job consider as high status in classification provides more challenging works, ability and greater control over working conditions. While those considered less valued in classification paid significantly less and more laborious, very hazardous and provided less autonomy. Gachathi, (2016) indicated that occupational prestige is a component of socioeconomic status encompasses both income and educational attainment. To him, occupational status reflects the educational attainment required to obtain a job and income levels. When parents have a better occupation, they make adequate provision for their children education. They provide economic, social, psychological and emotional support to their children, and this would make it possible for the children to perform well in their educational attainment.
	Ogunleye, (2020) in their research on the impact of socioeconomic status on students’ educational achievement at secondary schools districts of Kaduna, Kaduna. They found that there was significance relationship between parents’ occupation and students’ academic performance in entrance examination. Students whose fathers have better occupation performed well in entrance examination than those students whose fathers have a less prestigious occupation. Fathers with the high occupation are in a better condition to assist and encourage their children toward educational attainment. They can provide whatever is needed to support and encourage their children morally, intellectually, spiritually and psychologically. But parents with less prestigious occupation due to instability and financial problems cannot provide adequate modern facilities to enhance their children education. Mother’s occupation also influences students’ academic performance. It was observed that students with a mother who have better occupation performed well in entrance examination than their peers from mothers with less prestigious occupation. Also Saifullahi, (2021) pointed out that parents’ occupation significantly influence students’ achievement. He used the data from three different colleges of education in Kwara State. The result indicated that children of government employees secured more marks (60.02%) than the private job holders, because of the certainty and reliability of the government jobs. Parents with government jobs are more secured, and their family are at peace relatively compared to those who work in the private organization. They are always in frustration and lack of confidence at been permanent. Likewise, occupation of the mother has an influence on students’ scores. The result of this study indicated that the maximum percentage of marks that is 64.5% is of students who mothers were government workers. So this seems that both fathers and mothers profession have a significant influence on students’ academic achievement.
	The influence of parental occupation continues to attract the attention of many researchers. In line with this assertion Qaiser, Hassan, Ishtiaq, Muhammad, Farid & Zaibun (2018) conducted a study on effect of parental socioeconomic status on the academic achievement of secondary school students in Osogbo, Osun State. One thousand five hundred students were selected from 60 government boy’s high school in Osogbo as a sample of the study. They classified parents into four classes based on their occupation; class 1, class 2, class 3, and class 4. The result indicated that those students who their parents belong to class 1 scores high grade than the other classes in comparison. Likewise, the students belong to class 2, are better than those from Class 3, and then followed by class 3, to class 4 respectively. Therefore, it is important to note that parents’ occupation plays a significant role on students’ academic performance. The study indicated that parents with prestigious occupation provide necessary facilities needed for the enhancement of their children education. They also give them support and encouragement toward the attainment of educational achievement. On the other hand, students from less prestigious occupations lack so many advantages as compared to those from the parents with high prestigious occupation. Challenges both at home and school which hinder them from participating fully in classroom activities, and result in poor academic performance. Parents with lower or less prestigious occupation are always battling with how to satisfy their basic needs in the life as such they pay little attention to their children education. Therefore, the influence of parents’ occupation cannot be overemphasized, even though; other socioeconomic status variables such as income, education do affect students’ academic performance.
	According to Charles (2021) occupational status measures social position by describing job characteristics, decision making, ability & control and psychological demand on the job. Ahmad (2023) suggested that a series of questions were asked to parents and guardians about the financial circumstances surrounding children school enrolment in Zaria. Their answer was no more than economic problem militating against their children to school. Wang (2013) also mentioned poverty as a contributing factor of children drop out in rural areas of China. Parents with less prestigious occupation fail to make adequate provisions to support their children in their educational attainment, and result in poor academic performance or even dropout. Farkhada (2023) in his analysis of gender and socioeconomic status on the academic achievement of secondary high school students of Luck now a city in India, found out that male and female students perform academically well than their peers from low socioeconomic status. High socioeconomic status parents provide necessary facilities regarding their children education, health and understand their problems related to the adolescent period that affects their academic achievement. Ibrahim, (2022) in his research conducts to find out the influence of parental socioeconomic status on their involvement in their children’s education in Ilorin. He revealed that the relationship between parental occupation and parental involvement at home was moderate in some strategies. It shows that parent with the prestigious occupations is more likely to identify their children’s problem to give a possible solution. They also help them to do their homework by providing facilities necessary for learning development. It is possible as a prestigious occupation is connected with income level. Prestigious occupation parents have better income stability that would make it easier for them to make adequate provisions to their children’s learning development.
Summary of the Literature Reviewed
Studies have been conducted on the relationship between parenting style and parental support, and learner performance. Ravik et al. (2017) found that parental involvement improved learner performance in school activities. Bofota (2017) found that the social capital which was available in the family had a significantly large influence and explained a substantial proportion of variation in students’ academic achievement in Tanzania. Ravik et al. (2017) established that parents need to be active in the learning process and in planning their children’s social activities in order to create social capital. The utility of social capital is enhanced when combined with an excellent parent-child relationship (Von Otter and Sten-Åke 2015). Bala et al. (2017) used Social Capital Theory (Coleman 2018) to explain how parental involvement affects the schooling of left-behind children in Niger State, Nigeria. 
	Based on the above theoretical background, the researchers explored the predictive powers of parenting style and parental support to learner performance. Several parenting factors, for example parenting style, influence the direction of bias in the academic competence of children (Bonneville-Roussy et al. 2017). Argyriou et al. (2016) found that parenting styles are statistically significant for authoritativeness and marginally significant for authoritarianism. According to Mihret et al. (2019), there is a significant relationship between the authoritative parenting style and students’ motivation to achieve academically. There is a negative relationship between a neglectful parenting style and students’ academic achievement (Mihret et al. 2019).
	Waterman and Lefkowitz (2016) found that the academic engagement of emerging adults can be determined by parenting characteristics. Authoritarian and overprotective parenting styles have a significant impact on learners’ academic ability (Kosterelioglu 2018). The indulgent parenting style has been related to better school adjustment during adolescence (Fuentes et al. 2019). Samina et al. (2014) found that a parental authoritative style positively predicted learners’ academic achievement. Howard et al. (2019) found that parental behaviour and involvement had significant predictive relationships with academic success.
	According to the Centre for Child Well-Being (cited in Sapungan and Sapungan 2014), parental involvement in their child’s learning process offers many opportunities for success, such as the improvement of their child’s academic achievement. Akomolafe and Adesua (2016) established a significant positive relationship between parental support and students’ academic performance. Karbach et al. (2013) found that parental involvement has a significant relationship to children’s performance at school. The academic achievement of adolescents is a function of parental involvement that predicts their academic success (Ming-Te and Sheikh-Khali 2014).
	According to Hill and Tyson (2019), parental support significantly leads to the development of positive academic skills among elementary school learners. Fantuzzo et al. (2014) found that parental support in terms of parent-child reading and learning activities predicts substantial growth in learner performance at school. However, Nurit (2013) found that home-based parental involvement relates positively to learners’ academic achievement. Kadar-Satat et al. (2017) indicated that active parental involvement in children’s school activities was paramount to achieve the best educational outcomes. Active parental involvement in the education of children is regarded as a beneficial factor in young children’s learning and development (Ancell et al. 2018). Noggle (2019) determined that when fathers are actively involved in their children’s education, they perform better in school and are less likely to develop behavioural difficulties. Morgan et al. (2019) found that fathers’ meaningful engagement increases in-school adolescents’ physical activity behaviour. According to Ravik et al. (2013), most parents participate in student’s learning only by providing material aspects. They think that their children’s education is the sole responsibility of the school. However, parental monitoring of middle school learners was found to be negatively associated with learner performance in school coursework (Hill and Tyson 2019). Contrary to the above findings, Sota and Agi (2020) found that there is no significant relationship between parental influence on subject selection and on students’ academic performance.
	Based on the foregoing, it has been established that parental care and parenting style are determinants of learner performance in schools. However, poor performance of learners persists in Nigeria. This points to the fact that the learners’ parents may not be carrying out their responsibilities as they are supposed to do. Moreover, literature on the parental care and students’ academic achievement in selected secondary schools is scarce in this field of research. These gaps in the literature have initiated this research.


CHAPTER THREE 
RESEARCH METHODS 
This chapter presents the method used in collection and analyzes of data. It focused on the following sub-headings:
· Research Design;
· Population;
· Sample and Sampling Techniques;
· Instrumentation;
· Validity of the Instrument;
· Reliability of the Instrument;
· Procedure for Data Collection; and
· Data Analysis.
Research Design 
The research design used for this study was a descriptive survey of correlation type. Adewole (2021) opined that it is approach that allows the researcher’s to ensure careful records of what was observed for proper analysis of the information obtained from the respondents. It was considered appropriate because of the focus of the study which intended to examine the effect of parental care on the academic performance of senior secondary school students.
Population of the Study 
	Population can be define as any group of people or object which has similar characteristics one way or the other and which form the subject of study in a particular survey. (Adebanjo, 2022) population implies the total number of people or thing and organization in a special geographical area. It is made up of the people or respondents.
The target population for this study consists of all senior secondary schools in Ilorin Metropolis.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The researcher used stratified random sampling techniques to select 10 secondary schools in Ilorin metropolis, Kwara State. 
The sample schools involved SS I, SS II and SS III students, teachers and the heads of schools in the selected schools. The selected students were involved in this study through answering a structured questionnaire. The total population for the study is one hundred (100).

Instrumentation
	The instrument used for this study was research design questionnaire. Questionnaires were prepared for the participants to collect data on the effect of parental care on the academic performance of senior secondary school in Ilorin metropolis. Questionnaires were preferred since they are not time consuming and are easy to administer to a large population. They also simplified the task of categorizing, tabulating and summarizing reactions or responses from the respondents. The questionnaire consist of two sections, that is, A and B. section A focused on personal information of the respondents while section B was sub-divided into four part and it contained statements on the stated problems.
	There are four different alternative responses on each item and the respondents were expected to tick the most appropriate (√):
SA = Strongly Agree
A = Agree
D = Disagree
SD = Strongly Disagree

Validity of the Instrument
	The instrument was given to the project supervisor, expert in field of measurement and evaluation and lecturers in department to determine the contents and face validity of the instrument. Their corrections, criticisms and suggestions were incorporated in the final drafted questionnaire.
Reliability of the Instrument
	Reliability refers to random error in measurement, Rama (2015). Reliability indicates the accuracy or precision of measuring instrument [Norland 2015]. A set of 5  questionnaires will be distributed to same  randomly selected 5 students across the academic year within the case study, in the following week a total of 5 questionnaires will be distributed to the same set of students that filled the first 5 set of questionnaire in the preview week. The two results were then correlated and the result given was 0.87 co-efficient which was considered fair enough to make the instrument reliable for the purpose of study.
Procedure for Data Collection
	The researcher randomly selected 100 respondents. The students were addressed based on the purpose of this research and some terminologies on the questionnaire will be explain in order for the students to avoid misconception of content of the questionnaire, the students will comfortably answer the research statement according to their own rating within the specified period after which the questionnaire will be collected from them.
Data Analysis Techniques 
	Simple frequency count and percentage was used for the demographic data of the respondents and answering of the research questions raised in the study. Chi-square method was used to test the hypotheses formulated.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 
This chapter presents the result and analysis of data. Qualitative data collected through the questionnaires was analyzed through the simple percentage for the respondents’ bio-data.
Presentation of Data 
Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Sex
	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	60
	60%

	Female
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2024.
From the above table, it shows that 60(60%) of the respondents were male while the 40(40%) of the respondents were female.
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents on the Basis of Age
	Age
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	12 – 15 years
	36
	36%

	16 – 20 years
	52
	52%

	20 – 24 years 
	10
	10%

	25 years and above
	2
	2%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: field survey, 2024.
	From the table above, it could be deduce that 36% of the respondents were on the age bracket 12 – 15 years while 16 – 20 years were 52%, 20 – 24 years were 10% and the remaining 2% were 25 years and above.
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents on the Basis of Class.
	Class
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	SS I
	24
	24%

	SS II
	36
	36%

	SS III
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100


Source: field survey, 2024.
	The table above shows that 24(24%) of the respondents were from SS I class, 36(36%) of the respondents were from SS II class while 40(40%) of the respondents were from SS III class.
Research Question 1: What is the effect of parental care on the academic performance of secondary school student?


Table 4: Respondents’ Opinion on the effect of Parental Care on the Academic Performance of Secondary School Students.
	Alternative to response
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed 
	60
	60%

	Disagreed 
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2024.
Table 4 above shows that 60(60%) of the respondents agreed that parental care has significant effect on the academic performance of secondary school students while 40(40%) of the respondents disagreed.
Research Question 2: What are the rudiments of parental care on academic performance of secondary school student?
Table 5: Respondents’ Opinions on the rudiments of parental care on academic performance of secondary school students 
	Alternative to response
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed 
	80
	80%

	Disagreed 
	20
	20%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2024.
Table 5 above shows that 80(80%) of the respondents agreed that parental care in terms of provision of textbooks, textual material, home teaching are the rudiments which has significant effect on the academic performance while 20 (20%) disagreed to the statement.
Research Question 3: What influence does parental involvement have on the academic performance of secondary school student?
Table 6: Respondents’ opinion on the influence of parental involvement on the academic performance of students.
	Alternative to Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	Agreed 
	60
	60%

	Disagreed 
	40
	40%

	Total
	100
	100%


Source: field survey, 2024.	
Table 6 above shows that 60 (60%) of the respondents agreed that parental involvement has significant effect on the academic performance of secondary school students while 40 (40%) disagreed with statement.
Hypotheses Testing
Chi-Square method was used to test the null hypotheses.
Chi-Square formula =  
Research Hypothesis One: There is no significant effect between parental care and the academic performance of secondary school student.
Table 7: Chi-Square Analyze on the Respondents’ Opinion on the significant effect between parental care and the academic performance of secondary school students.
	Variable
	Df
	Alpha Level
	X2 Cal-Value
	X2 Table Value
	Decision

	Effect of parental care and academic performance
	12
	0.05
	97.63
	21.026
	Rejected



Table 7 shows that the calculated chi-square value is 97.63 while the table value is 21.026 at 12 degree of freedom and 0.05 level of significant. Since the calculated chi-square value is greater than the table value the null hypothesis that states there is no significant effect between parental care and the academic performance is hereby rejected and the alternative hypothesis accepted. This implies that home teaching enhances better academic performance of students.
Research Hypothesis Two: There is no significant effect between the rudiments of parental care and academic performance of secondary school students.
Table 8: Chi-Square Analysis on the Respondents’ Opinion on the significant effect between the parental care and academic performance of secondary school students
	Variable
	Df
	Alpha Level
	X2 Cal-Value
	X2 Table Value
	Decision

	The parental care and academic performance of secondary school students
	
12
	
0.05
	
115.79
	
21.026
	
Rejected



Table 8 above shows that Chi-square is 115.79 and is greater than the table value, it is imperative therefore to reject the null hypothesis, and conclude that there is a significant effect between the rudiments of parental care and academic performance of students in secondary schools.
Research Hypothesis Three: There is no significant influence in the parental involvement and the academic performance of secondary school students.
Table 9: Chi-Square Analysis on the Respondents’ Opinion on the significant influence of parental involvement and the academic performance of secondary school students.
	Variable
	Df
	Alpha Level
	X2 Cal-Value
	X2 Table Value
	Decision

	Parental involvement and academic performance of students
	
12
	
0.05
	
82.05
	
21.026
	
Rejected



	Table 12 shows Chi-square calculated value is 82.05 which is greater than the table value of 21.026 at 0.05 level of significant, the null hypothesis is hereby rejected and the alternative hypothesis hereby accepted, Therefore, parental involvement in term of provision of guidance and counseling significantly relates with academic performance of students.
Discussion of Results 
	Based on the analysis of the data it was found that there is a significant effect between parental care and academic performance of secondary school students. This finding is in line with the assertion of Epstein (2021) who opined that the provision of textual materials is one of the practices that enhance the academic performance of students. Unfortunately, so many students today are not specifically provided with such materials such as stationeries and instructional materials alike and are not trained in the skills they need to communicate effectively with teachers in their schools (Estein, Dauber & Susan, 2021). 
Communicating with parents in the view of Epstein (2021) is one of the six major types of parental involvement practices that enhance the establishment of strong working relationships between parents and teachers. Also, the cultivation of the teacher-parent relationship is another vital point to the development team work. Unfortunately, so many teachers today are not specifically trained in the skills they need to communicate effectively with parents of their school children (Estein, Dauber & Susan, 2021). According to Estein, Dauber and Susan (2021), school communication practices are so fundamental to involving families in the education process, teacher preparation and professional development programs should actively promote the development of communication skills for teachers. However, teachers basically strive to establish partnerships with parents to support student learning. This is because strong communication is fundamentally necessary to this partnership and to building a sense of community between home and school.
Finally it was found that a significant relationship exist between home teaching and academic achievement of secondary school students. This entails the act of providing extra means of teaching the child at home in order to improve his/her learning ability. Provision of home teaching is fundamentally influential in the success of any student


CHAPTER FIVE 
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Summary
	Family is the most important institution of the society where the parents play the role as the prime agents of socialisation to transmit cultural norms and values to the next generations. With the advent of modern education system, child socialisation role is shouldered by education institution along with child’s parents. In this changing scenario, the parent’s role has expanded, requiring them to be involved in their children’s education at home by helping with their homework in addition to enrolling them in school. The extent of involvement of parents in child education varies greatly as some of the parents are extremely careful about the important aspect of child socialisation, while others are totally ignored about it. Moreover, there is further variation in parental involvement in child education at home. The current research study aimed to assess students’ responses over the care of their parents in their education at home, to investigate the association of children academic performance with parent home based involvement in children education and to assess the effects of the students and parental attributes on the association between fore mentioned variables. 	
It is the general perception among the parents that by admitting children in a school and providing notebooks and other essentials to them they have accomplished the child education related responsibilities. Child education achievements are not limited to the child’s individual educational efforts; rather, parents have their own contribution in ensuring better education of their children. Parents help may range from physical and psychological interventions to support their children both at home and at school, failing to which may lead to the development of a sense of deprivation and low motivation in children and overall poor academic performance. Recent research on the issue, validate that  child  educational  needs  from  parents  extend  beyond  the  provisions of basic education requirements only, parents are required to get involved in child education at school and at home to enhance their academic performance and reduce absenteeism. Children whose parents assured that their children have completed their homework secured higher grades as reflected from the study findings. Child education is given high value in the study area with various degrees of parental involvement in child education at home and at school. One such parental contribution in this regard is that the parents check that the children have completed their homework. In addition, the parents helped their children in completing their homework; involvement of parents in child education is needed for several purposes, the parent-child educational interaction helps parents to understand educational weaknesses of their children.  They are in a position to give more time to child education, help them to concentrate their work and overcome the difficulties in understanding the conceptual difficulties of the subject matter. The children, as a result, develop intimate relations with their parents, express their educational problems and improve their learning outcomes. Regular checking of homework at home also makes the child conscious of their work being observed by the parents. In this way, helping children in their homework not only discipline children but also make them more expressive and bring them more close to their parents. Exercising homework in presence of a trained adult (parent) polishes their academic skills and results in achievement of higher academic grade.

Conclusion 
Family and specifically parents are the basic agents of child learning and socialisation. The role of parents is one of the major contributing factors in overall child development including their education. It was highlighted by the study results that children performed better academically whose parents involved with their children in educational activities at home such as helped children in their homework, discussed school progress and problems with children, motivated children to try harder when they made a poor grade, praised children at the time of better performance, interacted with school teachers and arranged tuitions or private classes for children. Moreover, the findings highlighted that student gender, parent literacy status and parental importance to children education explained variation in children academic performance with parental involvement in children education at home. Therefore, boys, children of literate parents and whose parents give more importance to their education with parent involved in their education at home were more liable to score high grades.


Implications of the Study
The findings of this study have some implications. The current study revealed that parental care has influenced on academic achievement of students. Therefore, there is a need to do more enlightenment program-mes, for other parents on the effects of parental care on children’s academic achievement. The teacher should orientate the parents to create time for their children because parents play an important role in children’s cognitive development. 
Recommendations 
	Awareness rising programmes like seminars, walks, sessions, workshops at local community and also on media to make parents aware of the importance of their involvement in children education at home will lead to better academic performance in children. Moreover, supporting and helping parents from lower socio-economic background through income generations programmes that they may be able to timely fulfill educational needs of their children so as to help them in securing better grades. In addition, launching of adult literacy programmes for illiterate parents will enable them to help their children educational activities at home to support their children in better academic achievements. Based on the findings, the following recommendations were made:
1. Parents and stakeholders in education must be encouraged to adopt specific techniques and strategies aim at building a strong positive image for children’s ambitions that commensurate their abilities. This will in fact help students feel emotionally and psychologically ready and not overwhelmed by the academic task ahead. 
2. In this study, parental/guardian influence is strongly linked with their children’s academic performance. Hence, it is therefore recommended that parents should monitor the academic activities of their children as this will help achieve excellent academic performance. 
3. It is recommended that parents should motivate their children through reward giving, word of appreciation and encouragement as this will further help them achieve successful academic performance.
Limitations of the Study 
	Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview). Time constraint; the researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with other academic work. This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for the research work.
Suggestions for Further Studies 
From the research methodology perspective, this study was characterized by a number of limitations. By design, it was an investigation based on a small amount of literature. Therefore, we recommend larger studies based on a more widespread survey of literature, which might also involve quantitative studies. These limitations need to be considered when evaluating the findings in this study
	Further studies can also be carryout on the challenges associated with parental care and involvement on the students’ academic performance of Junior Secondary School in Ilorin metropolis.
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APPENDIX 
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY, ADO-EKITI
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE EDUCATION
Topic: Effect of parental care on the academic performance of students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.

Dear Respondents,
	This questionnaire is meant to find out the Effect of parental care on the academic performance of students in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
	You are therefore implored to respond to the questions in the body of this questionnaire.
	The researcher will appropriate your honest response and your responses will be treated with strict confidentially as it will be used only for academic purpose.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
SECTION A
Name of School: …………………………………………………………..
Sex: Male (  ), Female (   )
Age: 12 – 15 years (  ), 16 – 19 years (   ), 20 – 24 years (   ) 25 years and above (   )
Class: SS I (   ), SS II (  ), SS III (   )
SECTION B
Please tick as appropriate in the following order:
SA	-	Strongly Agreed
A	-	Agreed
SD 	-	Strongly Disagreed
D	-	Disagreed
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Students who receive adequate home teaching from their parents do well in school.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Educated parents always assist their children with guidance counseling.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Provision of textual materials enhances better academic Performance.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Textual materials help one to improve in one’s academics.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Textual materials help the child to read and get along in school.
	
	
	
	

	6
	When students are not provided with textual materials it discourages them.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Provision of guidance counseling enhances student’s ability in choosing the best way of life to go.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Guidance counseling helps the child to know what he or she wants in life.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Guidance counseling helps the child to be well directed in life.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Educated parents do encourage extracurricular activities such as sports, music etc
	
	
	
	

	11
	Home teaching enhances better academic performance of students.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Home teaching is essential for proper academic performance of students.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Home teaching brings about sufficient student’s academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Educated parents do provide children with a conducive place to study at home
	
	
	
	

	15
	Educated parents do celebrate children’s academic performance
	
	
	
	



