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	ABSTRACT
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an illness caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). SARS-CoV-2 typically causes less severe illness and fewer deaths in children and adolescents compared to adults. Nonetheless, children and adolescents remain susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 infection and may transmit the virus to others, with the risk of both infection and transmission increasing with age. This study aimed at examining the knowledge and practice of teachers towards the prevention of covid-19 in GDSS Adewole. A descriptive research was conducted using questionnaire among teachers at GDSS Adewole in Ilorin west Local Government. A sample size of 30 teachers were used, 15(50%) are between 30-39years of age, 10(33.3) are between 40-50years of age and 5(16.7%) are above 50years of age. Majority 24(80%) are female while 6(20%) are male; majority 20(66.7%) are married, 4(13.3%) are single, 6(20%) are widowed; majority 18(60%) are Christians while 12(40%) are Muslims; majority 20(66.7%) had Degree, 10(33.3%) had NCE and 0(0%) had Masters. Majority of the teachers have good knowledge and practice on the prevention of covid-19 while some have fair knowledge. The findings of this study confirms that there is a relationship between the knowledge of teachers and their practice of covid-19 prevention. In conclusion, this study has shown that there is need to provide teachers with more knowledge on covid-19 and its prevention so has to further improve their practices towards Covid-19 prevention among their students. Minister for health should work together with the ministry of education in ensuring that all schools observe covid-19 preventive protocols by having spacious class rooms with limited number of student and hand washing materials should be provided in each school. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the study 
The novel coronavirus disease discovered in 2019 (COVID-19) belongs to the Coroviridae family and is an RNA virus (Ochei & Kolhatkar, 2017). COVID-19 is a new strain of coronavirus that has not been previously identified in humans. It was first discovered in Wuhan city, China in December 2019. It is an infectious disease with symptoms ranging from fever, headache, sore throat, tiredness, dry cough, chest pain, to shortness of breath and breathing difficulties. This disease can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death. The World Health Organization (WHO) announced a name for the new coronavirus disease, COVID-19, on 1st February 2020 and declared COVID-19 as a pandemic on 12th March 2020 as a result of the fast rate at which it was spreading to countries of the world (WHO Regional Office for Europe, March 12 2020). As of Wednesday, 3rd June 2020, statistics on COVID-19 showed that there are now 6,474,559 confirmed coronavirus cases globally with 3,083,688 (89%) recoveries and discharged cases and 382,921 (11%) fatalities (Worldometer, June 3 2020).
It was declared as a global pandemic by WHO on 12th March 2020(WHO, 2020). Nigeria reported its index case of COVID-19 on February 27, 2020; incidentally, the first in Nigeria and West Africa (Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), 2020). 
SARS-CoV-2 typically causes less severe illness and fewer deaths in children and adolescents compared to adults. Nonetheless, children and adolescents remain susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 infection and may transmit the virus to others, with the risk of both infection and transmission increasing with age. The risk of transmission to and from children also depends on the level of community transmission, the public health and social measures implemented to control the virus as well as biological factors related to the virus itself. Reported COVID-19 cases among children spiked dramatically in 2022 during the Omicron variant surge at a time when most countries relaxed public health and social measures. For example, in the United States, by July 2022, 14,003,497 cases in children were reported, and children represented 18.6% (14,003,497/75,463,921) of all reported cases, with an overall rate of 18,605 cases per 100,000 children in the population. Globally, by 24 July 2022, children below the age of 5 years and those aged 5-14 years presented 2.47% and 10.44% respectively (WHO, 2022).
Adequate understanding and precautionary behaviors are of vital importance to contain the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Countermeasures against the spread of COVID-19 have become an urgent issue in educational settings, where many group activities are necessary. Teachers are key to preventing the spread of COVID-19 in educational settings. Infection prevention behavior requires comprehensive and complex measures such as self-restraint, disinfection care, hand washing, wearing masks, social distancing and implementation of vaccination. Teachers have a responsibility to protect themselves and students from infectious diseases, thus they should be a model for student behavior (Hatabu et al., 2021).
While COVID-19 continues to spread, it is important that communities take action to prevent further transmission, reduce the impacts of the outbreak and support control measures. The protection of children and educational facilities is particularly important. Precautions are necessary to prevent the potential spread of COVID-19 in school settings. Adequate knowledge among individuals measures the first line of defense against this disease (Salman et al., 2021). Improvement in the knowledge, skills, and preventive actions of teachers on COVID-19 could allow for the continued provision of educational services while ensuring safety in Educational settings (Fukuda et al., 2021).


Statement of Problem
Knowledge and preventive practices regarding Coronavirus- 2019 (COVID-19) are crucial in its prevention and control. Several studies have noted that the majority of people in sub-Saharan African are non-compliant with proposed health and safety measures recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO) and respective country health departments. In most sub-Saharan African countries, noncompliance is attributable to ignorance and misinformation, thereby raising questions about people’s knowledge and practices towards COVID-19 in these settings (Ochinyere et al, 2021).
The protection of children and educational facilities is particularly important. The most important advice is for all schools to encourage their students to maintain good hand and respiratory hygiene to remain safe. School proprietors, headmasters, and head mistresses must ensure that students have access to clean water and soap at all times while on the school premises. The best way for schools to avoid COVID-19 infection is to: Ensure students and teachers wash their hands frequently, Teachers should show students how to cough or sneeze into a tissue, or to cough into their elbow if they cannot get tissue, clean and disinfect their premises often, encourage sick students and teachers to stay at home (Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC, 2020).
Therefore, the purpose of this study is thus to explore Teachers knowledge and practice towards the prevention of COVID-19 among children at GDSS Adewole, Ilorin, Kwara State
Objectives of the study
Broad Objectives
The purpose of the study us to explore the knowledge and practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 among children in GDSS Adewole Ilorin West Local Government Area.
Specific Objectives
1. To assess the level of knowledge of teachers on COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole.
2. To assess the practice of teachers towards prevention of COVID-19 among children in selected GDSS, Adewole.
3. To examine the effect educational level of the teachers will have on their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole.
4. To determine the factors that influence the practice of teachers preventing COVID-19 among Children.
Research Questions/Hypotheses 
1. What is the level of knowledge of teachers on COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
2. What are the practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
3. What effect does the educational level of the teachers have on their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
4. What are the factors that influence the practice of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19 among children?
Research Hypotheses
1. There is no significant relationship between knowledge of teachers and their practice of COVID-19 prevention.
2. There is no significant relationship between educational level of teachers and their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention.


Significance of the study
To the Profession
This study will help Nurses to know more about COVID-19, it's prevention and how to reduce its spread among children. It will help them to know the knowledge gap of teachers and how they can help improve their knowledge to make it easier for teachers to have positive preventive practices. 
To Health providers
This study will help health providers in identifying protective materials needed in schools and how to make provisions for it and also by working with the ministry of health and ministry of education to ensure that COVID-19 preventive measures are well observe in schools.
To the Society
It will help the society at large to have wide knowledge on COVID-19, it preventive measures and how to prevent the spread of COVID-19. It will also help them to know the implication of not adhering to preventive measures of COVID-19.


Scope of study/Delimitation
This study focus on the knowledge and practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 among children in selected GDSS, Adewole at Ilorin West Local Government Area. The study is thus delimited to Teachers at GDSS, Adewole, Ilorin, Kwara State, Kwara State.
Operational Definition of Terms
COVID-19: An acute respiratory illness in humans caused by the Corona virus, characterized by fever, coughing and shortness of breath.
Teachers: A person who helps GDSS, Adewole students to acquire knowledge, competence or virtue 
Knowledge: Information or facts acquired through experience or education on COVID-19.
Practice: A regular activities that improve teachers skill on COVID-19 prevention.
Primary: Basic level of Education for student.
Children: Student in GDSS, Adewole.
Prevention: Action taken to stop the spread of COVID-19.
CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction
This chapter consists of introduction, conceptual review, theoretical review and empirical review of past related research. 
Concept of Coronavirus 
The coronavirus disease of 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic gripped the world with a shock, thereby overwhelming the health system of most nations. The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the novel human coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak, which began in Wuhan, China on December 8, 2019, a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) on January 30, 2020 (WHO, 2020). With over seven million cases globally as of June 7 (2020): United States (over two million cases), Brazil (over 700,000 cases), Russia (over 500,000 cases), and in Africa, South Africa (over 54,000 cases) and Egypt (over 38,000 cases) bear the greater brunt (Amzat et al., 2022).
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an illness caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). In the United States and throughout the world, fewer cases of COVID-19 have been reported in children than in adults. Whereas children comprise about 22% of the US population, 17.5% of all cases of COVID-19 reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) were among children (as of July 13, 2022). Most cases in children are mild, and treatment consists of supportive care. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) reports children represent 18.7% of all cases in the 49 states reporting by age; over 13.8 million children have tested positive in the United States since the onset of the pandemic as of July 7, 2022. This represents an overall rate of 18,383 cases per 100,000 children. During the 2-week period of June 23 to July 7, 2022, there was a 1% increase in the cumulated number of children who tested positive, representing 143,919 new cases (McGowan, 2022).
The CDC estimates that SARS-CoV-2 entered the United States in late January or early February 2020, establishing low-level community spread before being noticed. Since that time, the United States has experienced widespread infections, with over 80.2 million reported cases and over 984,000 deaths reported as of April 13, 2022, according to the CDC. According to the CDC, 75% of people who have died of the virus in the United States as of December 29, 2021 (ie, about 608,000 of the 820,000) are aged 65 years or older. According to the New York Times, the CDC reports that one in 100 older Americans has died from the virus. For people younger than 65, the ratio is about 1 in 1,400. On April 3, 2020, the CDC issued a recommendation that the general public, even those without symptoms, should begin wearing face coverings in public settings where social-distancing measures are difficult to maintain to abate the spread of COVID-19 (Cennimo, 2022).
The virus can spread from an infected persons mouth or nose in small liquid particles when they cough, sneeze, speak, sing or breathe. These particles range from larger respiratory droplets to smaller aerosols. It is important to practice respiratory etiquette, for example by coughing into a flexed elbow, and to stay home and self-isolate until recovery if unwell. The disease caused by the novel coronavirus first identified in Wuhan, China, has been named coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) CO stands for corona, VI for virus, and D for disease. Formerly, this disease was referred to as 2019 novel coronavirus or 2019-nCoV (WHO, 2020). 
The COVID-19 virus is a new virus linked to the same family of viruses as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and some types of common cold. This highly contagious pathogen is transmitted by respiratory droplets and aerosols, direct contact of mucous membranes and probably the fecal oral route. The actual mortality rate of SARS-CoV-2 infection is ill defined and significantly differs around the world, ranging from 0.3-8.4%. Tang et al. discovered two major types of SARS-CoV2 from 103 human samples; the L type, which is presumed to be more aggressive, and the S type, which is probably evolved from the L type with less aggressive features.
The COVID-19 pandemic in Nigeria is part of the worldwide pandemic of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first confirmed case in Nigeria was announced on 27 February 2020, when an Italian national in Lagos tested positive for the virus. On 9 March 2020, a second case of the virus was reported in Ewekoro, Ogun State, a Nigerian citizen who came into contact with the Italian national. The effect of the virus in Nigeria has become notable worldwide for being extremely understated, as there have been just under 255,000 confirmed cases in a country of 200 million+; however, there has been far less testing for the virus in Nigeria than other countries.Deaths however have been minimal (3,143). This has been credited to a warmer climate, far younger populations (fewer people in care homes), faster government responses, and, crucially, experience in dealing with recent epidemics, such as the Ebola virus, that most Western countries lacked (Jlouro, 2021).
Kwara state has recorded 4 630 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 64 COVID-19 associated death. The state accounted for 1.8% of Nigeria's COVID-19 disease burden and 2% of Nigeria's recorded COVID-19 mortality. Nigeria's poor COVID-19 testing system, poor healthcare infrastructure, lack of sufficient doses of vaccines and the introduction of novel SARS-CoV-2 strains require health authorities to evaluate several strategies that could curb the spread of the SARS-CoV-2. In April 2020, the Kwara State Governor directed that all the 193 wards in the state should immediately constitute a COVID-19 committee to increase public awareness and knowledge of COVID-19 to curb the community transmission of the disease (Elelu et al., 2022).
Clinical Manifestations
As described by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC, 2020), the most common symptoms of the illness include fever, cough, fatigue, anorexia, dyspnea, sputum production and myalgia, however, a significant number of infected cases (43.8%) do not exhibit fever or radiological abnormalities on the initial presentation. Therefore, human-to-human transmissions are facilitated by unidentified asymptomatic carriers (particularly healthcare providers) during the incubation period (usually 5 - 7 and as long as 28 days). People of all ages are susceptible to COVID-19 infection. Children and adolescents under 18 years represent under 2% of the confirmed COVID-19 cases. Several studies indicate that the majority of the infected children are asymptomatic or experience mild symptoms during the COVID-19 pandemic. Of the infected children, 11% require hospitalization. Most children survive the disease and death related to COVID-19 is uncommon in cases aged under 18 years. In a cohort of 100 children admitted in the emergency in Italy low-grade fever (54%), cough (44%) and anorexia (23%) were observed. Severe disease was observed in 12% of the cases (Kordzadeh et al, 2020).
Common symptoms of COVID-19 in children are cough and fever. It is important to note, however, that these symptoms may not always be present and may not be the classic symptoms seen in adult patients; thus, a high index of suspicion for SARS-CoV-2 infection is required in children. Other symptoms include the following:
Shortness of breath, Pharyngeal erythema/sore throat, Diarrhea, Myalgia, Fatigue, Rhinorrhea, Vomiting, Nasal congestion, Abdominal pain, Conjunctivitis, Rash, Loss of sense of taste and/or smell (anosmia)(McGowan, 2022).
The common clinical features of COVID-19 pneumonia in adults include fever, dry cough, sore throat, headache, fatigue, myalgia and breathlessness (Kordzadeh et al, 2020).
Transmission of COVID-19 virus
According to current evidence, COVID-19 virus is primarily transmitted between people through respiratory droplets and contact routes. Droplet transmission occurs when a person is in close contact (within 1 m) with someone who has respiratory symptoms (e.g., coughing or sneezing) and is therefore at risk of having his/her mucosae (mouth and nose) or conjunctiva (eyes) exposed to potentially infective respiratory droplets. Transmission may also occur through fomites in the immediate environment around the infected person. Therefore, transmission of the COVID-19 virus can occur by direct contact with infected people and indirect contact with surfaces in THE immediate environment or with objects used on the infected person (e.g., stethoscope or thermometer) (WHO, 2020).
A study from South Korea found that older children and adolescents are more likely to transmit SARS-CoV-2 to family members than are younger children. The researchers reported that the highest infection rate (18.6%) was in household contacts of patients with COVID-19 aged 10-19 years and the lowest rate (5.3%) was in household contacts of those aged 0-9 years. In contrast, Canadian researchers found that infants and toddlers (up to age 3) were about 43% more likely than adolescents (aged 14-17 years) to transmit SARS-CoV-2 to household contacts (McGowan, 2022).
Prevention of COVID-19
The most effective preventive measures recommended in the community include: commonly hand wash and disinfection; preventing hands from touching eyes, nose and mouth; using napkin or elbow while sneezing or coughing; using a medical mask especially when there is respiratory symptoms considering a safely disposal, as well as keep social distancing from the one with symptoms (at least one meter) (Rajabkhah et al., 2022).
The best way to avoid spreading cowvid-19 to others is to:
· Stay 6 feet away from others whenever possible.
· Wash your hands often. If soap isn’t available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.
· Avoid crowded indoor spaces. Open windows to bring in outdoor air as much as possible.
· Stay self-isolate at home if you are feeling ill with symptoms that could be COVID-19 or have a positive test for COVID-19.
· Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces.
· Get vaccinated.
· Wear a properly fitted mask when physical distancing is not possible and in poorly ventilated settings.
· Cover your mouth and nose with a bent elbow or tissue when you cough or sneeze. Dispose of used tissues immediately and clean hands regularly (Kordzadeh et al, 2020).
Knowledge of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19 among children
Adequate understanding and precautionary behaviors are of vital importance to contain the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Based on a survey of Japanese educators during the so-called third wave of viral infection spread, we noted that 90% of respondents refrained from going out and restricted eating out, but only a relatively low 68% worked to maintain social distancing from other people. Almost all respondents understood that contact or droplet infection (99.9%) was the cause of the virus spread, but only 70% of the respondents took it upon themselves to check their body temperature and 40% to disinfect cellphones and doorknobs, suggesting that there was a slight discrepancy between the understanding of infectious diseases and preventive actions (Fakunda et al., 2021). The most effective preventive measures recommended in the community include: commonly hand wash and disinfection; preventing hands from touching eyes, nose and mouth; using napkin or elbow while sneezing or coughing; using a medical mask especially when there is respiratory symptoms considering a safely disposal, as well as keep social distancing from the one with symptoms (at least one meter) (Rajabkhah et al., 2022). 
According to a research carried out by Chen et al., (2021) the multivariate logistic analysis indicated that poor knowledge related to COVID-19 was common among men, younger, and less-educated teachers. Also, a study carried out in Kwara State by Elelu et al., 2022 shows that study participants had a good knowledge of COVID-19, its symptoms, and its mode of transmission. 
Practice of Teachers in the prevention of COVID-19 among children
The application of physical spacing measures to individuals in and out of the classroom has been observed through administrative measures in segmenting students into closed groups, scheduling   lessons and alternating between e-learning and civilization learning to school where possible.    Teachers and support personnel should maintain a distance of at least one meter from and between students. When the option of maintaining this distance is impractical or prevents support   for students, teachers and support personnel should wear masks as a necessary measures. School administrations must reduce contact between classes and age groups during and after official working hours, for example by sequencing the start and finish of classes at different times, some students and teachers attend in the morning, others in the afternoons, and others in the evenings. Also, break times for students can be reduced, alternating, and increasing the number of teachers to make fewer students in classes if space is available. The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF have issued advice on wearing masks by children in the community and in places where physical distance is not possible in the context of Conid-19 pandemic. Children and adolescents wearing masks in schools should be seen as a part of a comprehensive strategy to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Schools are required to establish a waste management system, including the disposal of used masks, to reduce the risk of the disposal of contaminated masks in school classroom and playgrounds. WHO also described, on the website, a strategy for ensuring adequate ventilation in public buildings and if possible, increasing air flow in the case of heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems for two hours before and after building occupancy. In addition, the inevitable prevention strategies in schools are personal hygiene and environmental cleaning, including proper hand cleaning, especially for young children when they arrive at school and times before meals, before leaving school and   providing enough soap and clean water or alcoholic hand disinfectant in school entrances and classrooms. The school environment should be cleaned daily with water, soap and disinfectants, including various toilets and surfaces touched, and cleaning with protective supplies provided to cleaning personnel such as personal protective equipment.  Apply a "stay at home when feeling ill" policy to students, teachers or school staff who may have COVID-19 infection, and directs them to visiting health care providers to assess, test and care for them. Adherence to preventive measures (masks and body distance) and timely detection and isolation of cases and contacts has so far been successful in preventing infection from developing mostly into larger outbreaks (Abdulla et al., 2021).
 A study carried out among educators in Vietnam by An et al., (2022), revealed that most educators reported a good level of preventive practices towards COVID-19. However, lower levels of practices still exist towards COVID-19 among participants. 
Influence of educational level on the knowledge of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19
According to a research carried out among Chinese teachers, participants with an educational level of high school were more likely to have good COVID-19-related knowledge than those with a lower level of education. Teachers who held a bachelor's degree or a master's degree were also associated with good knowledge toward COVID-19. The multivariate logistic analysis indicated that poor knowledge related to COVID-19 was common among men, younger, and less-educated teachers (Cheng et al., 2021).
Factors that can influence the practice of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19
School community-related factors like reluctance in keeping physical distancing, differentiating entry and exit gate, building of extra classrooms and resource-related factors like shortage of thermometer and hand washing materials are significantly affecting the implementation of COVID-19 protection (Ahmed et al., 2022)..


CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
Introduction
This chapter deals with the research method and procedure that was used for the project. It focuses on Research design; Research setting; Population of the study; Sample size determination; Sample techniques; Instrumentation; Psychometric properties of instrument; Data collection method; Method of data analysis and Ethical consideration.
Research Design
A cross sectional descriptive study design was used. Descriptive design is a systematic and unbiased investigation, which is concerned with collection of data for the purpose of describing, analyzing and interpreting the variables in the study. A descriptive (non- experimental) research design was adopted in this study to determine the knowledge and practices of School Teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 in Ilorin West Local Government Area.
Population 
The study population comprises of 30 teachers from GDSS, Adewole, Ilorin, Kwara State, Kwara State.
Sampling and Sampling Technique 
Questionnaires would be distributed to target population by picking randomly available teachers. 30 Teachers were selected randomly. Sampling technique is a systematic process employed to select a required number from the target population. The participants will be selected using convenient sampling technique. Convenience sampling is a specific type of non-probability sampling method that relies on data collection from respondents who are available to participate in the study. A Non-probability sampling technique was used to select 30 Teachers from GDSS, Adewole, Ilorin, Kwara State, at Ilorin West L.G, Ilorin, Kwara State.
Research Instrument
Self-Structured questionnaire was used for collecting data. The instrument consist of questions categorized into sections namely;
Section A: Demographic data, which consist of the respondent's age, religion, ethnic group, place and educational qualifications
Section B: Consist of questions to elicit the knowledge of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19 among Children.
Section C: Consist of questions to elicit the practice of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19.
Section D: Factors affecting the practice of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19.
Validity of instrument
The research validity  will determine the content validity of the questionnaires as a way of ensuring that the data collected using the instrument represent adequately the domain of the variables measured. Thus, assistance was sought from the researcher's supervisor to assess the relevance of the content in the research tools against the objectives of the study. Necessary corrections made was used to improve the clarity of the items on the questionnaires before administration to the respondents.
Reliability of instrument
Reliability was measured using test- retest method. Test- Retest method is used to assess reliability overtime. It is assessed by administering the same measures to the same respondents under the same conditions. 
Method of Data Collection 
The researcher personally administered the questionnaire to the respondents in the school using the letter of introduction from the school to enable her conduct the study. The rationale for the judgment was simply premise on the need to ensure fairness and equity in terms of representation of the population of the school teachers. Adequate time was given to respondents to fill the questionnaire after which the copies of the questionnaires were collected by the researcher.
Data Analysis
Data collected was coded and analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences(SPSS) version 23.0 software. Chi-square was calculated at 5% level of significance to see the association between independent and dependent variable value of <0.05 was considered statistically. Finally, the results was presented in text statement, figures, frequency tables and bar charts for interpretation accordingly.


CHAPTER FOUR
ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION OF DATA
4.0 Introduction
This chapter deals with the analysis of collected data and presentation of results with the use of percentages, frequencies and are displayed using charts and frequency tables. Knowledge and practice of respondents on the prevention of COVID-19. 30 questionnaires were distributed. Relationships between variables were determined using Pearson’s chi square with level of significance set at 0.05 (p< 0.05) to determine level of statistical significance. This section also answers all the research questions. Data were computer-analyzed using statistical package for social sciences (SPSS) 23.0 version. A total of 30 respondents completed the questionnaires and had adequate data for analysis. 





Section A: Socio-demographic characteristics of respondents.
Table 1:	Showing socio-demographic characteristics of respondents.
	Variable
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Age
	20-29
30-39
40-50
50 & above
Total
	0
15
10
5
30
	0%
50%
33.3%
16.7%
100%

	Sex
	Male
Female
Total
	6
24
30
	20%
80%
100%

	Marital Status
	Single
Married
Widowed
Total
	4
20
6
30
	13.3%
66.7%
20%
100%

	Religion
	Christian
Muslim
Others
Total
	18
12
0
30
	60%
40%
0%
100%

	Educational Qualification
	NCE
Degree
Masters
Total
	10
20
0
30
	33.3%
66.7%
0%
100%


From table 1 above, majority 15 (50%) are between 30-39years, 10(33.3%) are between 40-50years of age and 5(16.7%) are above 50years of age. Majority 24(80%) are female while 6(20%) are male; majority 20(66.7%) are married, 4(13.3%) are single, 6(20%) are widowed; majority 18(60%) are Christians while 12(40%) are Muslims; majority 20(66.7%) had Degree, 10(33.3%) had NCE and 0(0%) had Masters.


Answering of research questions.
Research Question 1:What is the level of knowledge of teachers on COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
Table 2: Knowledge of Teachers on COVID-19.
	Variable 
	Category
	Frequency 
	Percentage

	COVID-19 is an infection caused by novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2).
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	25
5
30
	83.3%
16.7%
100%

	COVID-19 is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory droplets.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	27
3
30
	90%
10%
100%

	Difficulty in breathing, hyperthermia, chest pain, loss of taste, nausea, vomiting, tiredness and concussion are all symptoms of COVID-19.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	27
3
30
	90%
10%
100%

	Social distancing, desk spacing and hand washing helps in preventing the transmission of COVID-19.
	Agree
Disagree
Total  
	30
0
30
	100%
0%
100%

	Facemask is important in the transmission of COVID-19 among children.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	25
5
30
	83.3%
16.7%
100%

	Mouth covering when coughing or sneezing is important in preventing spread of COVID-19.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	30
0
30
	100%
0%
100%

	Washing hands immediately after coughing or touching contaminated object can help reduce the spread of COVID-19.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	25
5
30
	83.3%
16.7%
100%

	COVID-19 is a disease of adult alone.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	0
30
30
	0%
100%
100%

	COVID-19 vaccination is not effective in the prevention of its spread.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	9
21
30
	30%
70%
100%

	Preventive measures should be implemented not only where COVID-19 is present.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	30
0
30
	100%
0%
100%
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Figure 1 Bar Chart showing the level of knowledge of teachers on Covid-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole.
Statement Key words:
A- COVID-19 is an infection caused by novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2).
B- COVID-19 is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory droplets
C- Difficulty in breathing, hyperthermia, chest pain, loss of taste, nausea, vomiting, tiredness and concussion are all symptoms of COVID-19
D- Social distancing, desk spacing and hand washing helps in preventing the transmission of COVID-19
E- Facemask is important in the transmission of COVID-19 among children.
F- Mouth covering when coughing or sneezing is important in preventing spread of COVID-19.
G- Washing hands immediately after coughing or touching contaminated object can help reduce the spread of COVID-19.
H- COVID-19 is a disease of adult alone
I- COVID-19 vaccination is not effective in the prevention of its spread.
J- Preventive measures should be implemented not only where COVID-19 is present.
From table 2 above, 25(83.3%) agree that the cause of COVID-19 is caused by novel coronavirus while 5(16.7%) disagree; 27(90%) agree that COVID-19 is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory droplets while 3(10%) disagree; 27(90%) agree that difficulty in breathing, hyperthermia, chest pain, loss of taste, nausea, vomiting, tiredness and concussion are all symptoms of COVID-19 while 3(10%) disagree; 30(100%) agree that social distancing, desk spacing and hand washing helps in preventing the transmission of COVID-19 while none disagree; 25(83.3%) agree that facemask is important in the transmission of COVID-19 among children while 5(16.7%) disagree; 30(100%) agree that mouth covering when coughing or sneezing is important in preventing spread of COVID-19 while none disagree; 25(83.3%) agree that washing hands immediately after coughing or touching contaminated object can help reduce the spread of COVID-19 while 5(16.7%) disagree; 30(100%) disagree that COVID-19 is a disease of adult alone while none agree; 9(30%) agree that COVID-19 vaccination is not effective in the prevention of its spread while 21(70%) disagree; 30(100%) agree that preventive measures should be implemented not only where COVID-19 is present while none disagree. 
In summary, the mean knowledge score is 8.9 out of 10 which shows that the respondent had good knowledge on COVID-19.


Research Question 2:What are the practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
Table 3: Practice of Teachers on the prevention of COVID-19.
	Variables
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage

	How frequent do you check your student body temperature?
	Daily
Weekly
Monthly
Total
	18
5
7
30
	60%
16.7%
23.3%
100%

	How many meters apart are your student desk place?
	1 meters
2 meters
3 meters
Total
	11
9
10
30
	36.7%
30%
33.3%
100%

	Is facemask made compulsory for student to use?
	Yes
No
Total
	23
7
30
	76.7%
23.3%
100%

	How often are the desk, floors and surfaces disinfected?
	Twice daily 
Daily
Once in a week
Total
	3
17
10
30
	10%
56.7%
33.3%
100%

	How often do the student wash their hands?
	At the beginning and closure of school.
During breaks
After touching surfaces
There is no washing of hands
Total
	8

16
6

0
30
	26.7%

53.3%
20%

0%
100%



Figure 2: How frequent do you check your student body temperature?

Figure 3: How many meters apart are your student desk place?

Figure 4: Is facemask made compulsory for student to use?

Figure 5: How often are the desk, floors and surfaces disinfected?

Figure 6: How often do the student wash their hands?
Figure 2 to 6 above shows the practice of Teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 among their student.
From table 4.3 above, 18(60%) of teachers agree that they check their student body temperature daily, 5(16.7%) check weekly, 7(23.3%) check monthly; 11(36.7%) placed their student desk 1meters apart, 9(30%) placed their student desk 2meters apart and 10(33.3%) 3meters apart; 23(76.7%) are of the notion that facemask is made compulsory for student while 7(23.3%) disagree; 3(10%) stated that desk, floors and surfaces are disinfected twice daily, 17(56.7%) disinfect daily, 10(33.3%) disinfect once in a week;   16(53.3%) stated that student wash their hands during breaks, 8(26.7%) at the beginning and closure of school, 6(20%) after touching surfaces.
In summary, the mean score was 6.6 out of 10 which shows that the Respondents had good practice towards the prevention of COVID-19 among their student.

Research Question 3: What effect does the educational level of the teachers have on their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention among children in selected GDSS, Adewole?
Table 4: Effect of educational level on the knowledge of Teachers.
	Variable
	Frequency
	Frequency
	Percentage

	NCE
	Good knowledge
Poor knowledge
Total
	7
3
10
	70%
30%
100%

	DEGREE
	Good knowledge
Poor knowledge
Total
	18
2
20
	90%
10%
100%

	
	
	
	

















Figure 7 Bar chart showing effect of educational level on the knowledge of Teachers. 
From Table 4.4 above, 7(70%) of NCE holders had good knowledge of COVID-19 while 3(30%) had poor knowledge; 18(90%) of Degree holder had good knowledge of COVID-19 while 2(10%) had poor knowledge. 
In summary, the mean score for NCE was 6.0 out of 10 while that of Degree was 8.0 out of 10 which shows that those with degree had good practice due to their higher educational level.


Research Question 4:What are the factors that influence the practice of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19 among children? 
Table 5: Factors affecting the practice of teachers on the prevention of COVID-19.
	Variable 
	Category
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Non availability of Thermometers for checking students temperature.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	25
5
30
	83.3%
16.7%
100%

	Non spacious classrooms to ensure adequate spacing between students.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	18
12
30
	60%
40%
100%

	Shortage of desks.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	17
13
30
	56.7%
43.3%
100%

	Non availability of hand washing materials.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	17
13
30
	56.7%
43.3%
100%

	Lack of interest of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19.
	Agree
Disagree
Total
	18
12
30
	60%
40%
100%





Figure 8 Factors affecting the practice of teachers on the prevention of COVID-19.
Statement key words:
A-Non availability of Thermometers for checking students temperature.
B- Non spacious classrooms to ensure adequate spacing between students.
C- Shortage of desks
D- Non availability of hand washing materials.
E- Lack of interest of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19.
From Table 4.5, majority 25(83.3%) agree that non-availability of thermometers for checking of students temperature affect their practice on the prevention of COVID-19 while 5(16.7%) disagree; 18(60%) agree that non-spacious classroom is part of the factors affecting their practice on prevention of COVID-19 while 12(40%) disagree; 17(56.7%) agree that shortage of desks affect their practice while 13(43.3%) disagree; 17(56.7%) agree that non-availability of hand washing materials affect their practice while 13(43.3%) disagree; 18(60%) agree that lack of interest of teachers affect the practice in the prevention of COVID-19 while 12(40%) disagree. 
In summary, non-availability of Thermometers for checking students temperature, non-spacious classroom and lack of interest of teachers in the prevention of COVID-19 are the major factors influencing the practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19.


Testing of Hypotheses
Decision Rule: If the P-value is less than 0.01 the null hypothesis (HO) will be rejected and alternative hypothesis (HI) will be accepted otherwise null hypothesis be accepted and the alternative will be rejected.
Hypothesis one
Ho: There is no significant relationship between knowledge of teachers and their practice of COVID-19 prevention.
Table 6 Knowledge of teachers and their practice of COVID-19 prevention.
	
	Knowledge of Teachers
	Good Knowledge 
	Poor Knowledge
	Total
	X2 Cal
	P-value

	Is facemask made compulsory for student to use?
	Yes
No
	20
6
	3
1
	23
7
	0.0164
	0.0039

	
	Total
	26
	4
	30
	
	



Inference: Since the p-value (0.0039) is less than 0.05, the null hypothesis will be rejected. Therefore, there is significant relationship between the knowledge of teachers and their practice of COVID-19 prevention.


Hypothesis two 
Ho: There is no significant relationship between educational level of teachers and their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention.
Table 7 Relationship between educational level of teachers and their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention.
	
	Knowledge on COVID-19
	Good Knowledge
	Poor Knowledge
	Total
	X2 Cal
	P-value

	Educational status
	NCE
DEGREE
	7
18

	3
2

	10
20
	1.8
	0.003

	
	Total
	25
	5
	30
	
	



Inference: Since the p-value (0.010) is less than 0.05, the null hypothesis will be rejected. Therefore, there is a significant relationship between educational level of teachers and their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention.




CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
Summary of the study
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is an illness caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). SARS-CoV-2 typically causes less severe illness and fewer deaths in children and adolescents compared to adults. Health Belief Model theory developed by Irwin. M. Rosenstock was adopted which explains why individual accepts or rejects preventative health services or adopts healthy behaviours. A cross sectional descriptive study design was used with a sample size of 30 respondents was used. Self-administered questionnaire was distributed to teachers and analyzed using SPSS version 23.0. Results were analyzed by descriptive statistics and were represented in the form of tables, percentages and figures.
From the study carried out, the knowledge and practice of teachers towards the prevention of COVID-19 were assessed and it was discovered that, there is significant relationship between the knowledge of teachers and their practice of COVID-19 prevention, and there is also a significant relationship between educational level of teachers and their knowledge of COVID-19 prevention. Knowledge influences the practice of teachers in that majority of the respondent with good knowledge had good practice. The educational level of the teachers also determine their knowledge in that majority of the respondent with higher level of education had good knowledge on the COVID-19 and its prevention.
Conclusion
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is defined as illness caused by a novel coronavirus called severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 which affect both adult and children. The protection of children and educational facilities is particularly important.This study has shown that there is a relationship between the knowledge of teachers and their educational level which has led to good practice in the prevention of COVID-19 and that most teachers with good knowledge have good practices as well. Thus, it is important that teachers are provided  with more knowledge on COVID-19 and its prevention as teachers serves as role model to the student hence the most important advice is for all schools to encourage their teachers and students to maintain good hand and respiratory hygiene to remain safe by observing COVID-19 preventive measures.


Recommendation: 
· Government 
Government should provide free nose masks, thermometers and hand washing materials in schools. Also Ministry of health should work with Ministry of education in ensuring that all schools observe COVID-19 preventive measures.
· School
Teachers should ensure they lead by example by observing all COVID-19 prevention protocols. Health Education on COVID-19 prevention should be incorporated into school’s curriculum.
· Health Sector
Nurses should health educate the masses on COVID-19. Also, the media should be engaged more in disseminating information on COVID-19 and its prevention 
Suggestions for further studies
Further studies could be carried out on this same subject matter using a large number and different location. Studies could also be carried out on;
· Knowledge and practices of student towards the prevention of COVID-19.
· Preventive practices of COVID-19 among resident of Ilorin metropolis.
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DIRECTORATE OF PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION, KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN, KWARA STATE 

QUESTIONNAIRE ON: KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE OF GDSS, ADEWOLE TEACHERS TOWARDS THE PREVENTION OF COVID-19 AMONG CHILDREN
Dear Respondents,
I am a student of the above named school carrying out a research study on Knowledge and Practice of Teachers towards the Prevention of COVID-19 among children in GDSS Adewole, Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara state.
Your sincere opinion will be highly appreciated and information supplied will be treated with utmost confidentiality. The information given is purely for academic purpose.
Thank you for your anticipated co-operation.
							Yours Sincerely,
							Ahmed Aminat Toyin
Instruction: Tick the appropriate answer 
SECTION A
SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS
INSTRUCTION: Please pick Yes or No where appropriate.
· Age: (a) 20-29 (b) 30-39 (c) 40-50 (d) Above 50 
· Sex: (a) Male (b) Female
· Marital status: (a) Single (b) Married (c) Widowed
· Religion: (a) Christian (b) Muslim (c) Others
· Educational Qualification: (a) NCE (b) Degree (c) Masters
SECTION B
KNOWLEDGE OF TEACHERS ON COVID-19 PREVENTION.
Instruction: Please tick the most appropriate in the option provided.
	S/N
	STATEMENTS
	AGREE
	DISAGREE

	6.
	COVID-19 is an infection caused by novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2).
	
	

	7.
	COVID-19 is transmitted through direct contact with respiratory droplet of an infected person.
	
	

	8.
	Difficulty in breathing, hyperthermia, chest pain, loss of taste, nausea, vomiting, tiredness and confusion are all symptoms of COVID-19.
	
	

	9.
	Social distancing, desk spacing and hand washing helps in preventing the transmission of COVID-19.
	
	

	10.
	Facemask is important in prevention of the transmission of COVID-19 among children.
	
	

	11.
	Mouth covering when coughing or sneezing is important in preventing spread of COVID-19.
	
	

	12.
	Washing hands immediately after coughing or touching contaminated object can help reduce the spread of COVID-19
	
	

	13.
	COVID-19 is a disease of Adult alone.
	
	

	14. 
	COVID-19 vaccination is not effective in the prevention of its spread.
	
	

	15.
	Preventive measures should be implemented not only where COVID-19 is present.
	
	



SECTION C
PRACTICE OF TEACHERS ON THE PREVENTION OF COVID-19.
Instruction: Please tick the most appropriate in the option provided.
16. How frequent do you check your student body temperature (a) Daily (b) Weekly (c) Monthly 
17. How many meters apart are your student desk place? (a) 1meter (b) 2meters (c) 3meters.
18. Is facemask made compulsory for student to use? (a) Yes (b) No
19. How often are the desk, floors and surfaces disinfected? (a) Twice daily (b) Daily (c) Once in a week.
20. How often do the student wash their hands (a) At the beginning and closure of school (b) During breaks (c) After touching surfaces (d) There is no washing of hands.
SECTION D
FACTORS AFFECTING THE PRACTICE OF TEACHERS ON THE PREVENTION OF COVID-19.
Instruction: Please tick the most appropriate in the option provided.
Which of the listed factors below is a hindrance in the prevention of COVID-19 in your school?
	S/N
	FACTORS 
	AGREE
	DISAGREE

	21.
	Non availability of Thermometers for checking students’ temperature.
	
	

	22.
	Non-spacious classrooms to ensure adequate spacing between students.
	
	

	23.
	Shortage of desks.
	
	

	24.
	Non-availability of hand washing materials.
	
	

	25.
	Lack of interest of Teachers in the prevention of COVID-19.
	
	



Agree	A	B	C	D	E	F	G	H	I	J	83.3	90	90	100	83.3	100	83.3	0	30	100	Disagree	A	B	C	D	E	F	G	H	I	J	16.7	10	10	0	16.7	0	16.7	100	70	0	



Daily 	
Statement 1	0.60000000000000064	Weekly	
Statement 1	0.16700000000000001	Monthly	
Statement 1	0.23300000000000001	



1 Meter	
Statement 2	0.36700000000000038	2 Meters	
Statement 2	0.30000000000000032	3 Meters	
Statement 2	0.33300000000000157	



Yes	
Statement 3	76.7	No	
Statement 3	23.3	



Twice daily	
Statement 4	10	Daily	
Statement 4	56.7	Once in a week	
Statement 4	33.300000000000004	



Beginning and closure of school	
Statement 5	0.26700000000000002	During breaks	
Statement 5	0.16	After touching surfaces	
Statement 5	0.2	



NCE	
Good knowledge	Bad knowledge	0.70000000000000062	0.30000000000000032	DEGREE	
Good knowledge	Bad knowledge	0.9	0.1	



Agree	
A	B	C	D	E	0.83300000000000063	0.60000000000000064	0.56699999999999995	0.56699999999999995	0.60000000000000064	Disagree	
A	B	C	D	E	0.16700000000000001	0.4	0.43400000000000122	0.43300000000000038	0.4	
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