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ABSTRACT
This study examined the effect of internet usage on academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin west local government area of Kwara state. To establish this, three research questions were formulated for the study. Related literatures were reviewed using journal, textbooks, articles etc. Descriptive survey research method was used in order to achieve the objectives of this study. The research questions were administered to one hundred and twenty respondents comprising the student and teacher. A structured questionnaire was designed as the instrument for data collection. The research questions were analyzed using frequency counts and percentage. The findings of the study revealed that among others that students who browse through internet obtain information on topic taught in computer science learning situation, internet provides answers to confusing questions, students who apply internet to their learning situation find learning understandable, new words are learnt via internet and internet creates a platform where new friends who can assist in improving academic performance in computer science and also that there are many unethical and pornography available on the Internet that can cause distraction to student’s mind, some people can be addicted to buying items on the Internet that can cause serious debt, if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle, internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance and a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people. The study recommended among others that the government of Nigeria should make sure that they improve on the internet network in Nigeria to enhance effective use of learning facilities and also that computer science education and activities should be intensified in learning in all learning environment as this will enhance the effectiveness of internet usage among the students.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
Increasing numbers of people worldwide are using the Internet. It has been recently reported that adolescents today spend a significant amount of time on the Internet for multiple purposes (Ito, Horst, Bittanti, Boyd, Herr-Stephenson, Lange, et al., 2018). Studies have indicated that the use of the Internet can be helpful to adolescents to complete schoolwork more effectively and efficiently (Borzekowski& Robinson, 2015; Jackson, et al., 2016). However, other investigators have suggested direct negative effects of Internet use on academic outcomes (Choi, 2017; Sirgy, Lee, & Bae, 2006). Excessive Internet use has been associated with problems with maintaining daily routines, school performance, and family relationships (Rickert, 2021).
The Internet is a global linking of computers that allows information transfer. The Internet was established in the early 1960s by the U.S. Department of Defense (Schneider, Evans, &Pinard, 2016), primarily for military purposes. Since then, the continual improvement of the Internet technology has provided an extraordinary level of public accessibility to a wide range of forms of communication, e.g. intra-organizational and inter-organizational email; data storage, management and transfer; social websites like Facebook; text messaging such as Twitter, and so forth. Due to the development and spread of cheaper and more user-friendly computer technology and software (e.g., portable computers, Microsoft Word etc.), the use of the Internet has increased dramatically. In 2020, the world’s Internet use was 28.7% of the population. While this may not seem like a very large portion of the world’s population, the growth in the use of the Internet has been dramatic. For example, between 2000 and 2020, the rate of growth of Internet use was 444.8% (Internet World Stats, 2020). There are many benefits associated with Internet use, such as access to needed information, worldwide access to news and events, and interpersonal communication through email. However, along with the phenomenal growth of the Internet and its use, 2 there has been a growing concern worldwide regarding the risks associated with Internet over-use (Buchholz, 2009; Daily News, 2018, 2019; Fackler, 2018; Janta, 2018; Khaosod, 2017; The Associated Press, 2019). It is now believed that there could be widespread „addiction‟ to it, in particular amongst college and university students (Chou & Hsiao, 2010; Fortson, Scotti, Chen, Malone, & Del Ben, 2017; Kim, et al., 2010; Kubey, Lavin, & Barrows, 2001; Morahan-Martin & Schumacher, 2020; Scherer, 1997; H. Yan, Liu, Ni, & Chen, 2009; M. Yang et al., 2019).Internet plays a fundamental role in organizations and society. The basic fact justifies the information revolution that has been taking place across the globe in recent times. The term Internet according to Cawkell in Ogedebe (2024) is a large computer network formed out of some thousands of interconnected networks, and it supports a whole range of services such as electronic, file transfer protocol, database access and many others. It is therefore not surprising the success story behind the advent of Internet.
For obvious reasons, it should be noted that the impact of Internet access on on-campus instruction is still very low for various reasons: The technology is new, very costly, and perhaps too threatening to existing academic structures and traditions. This view was supported by BrownandDuguid (2019). The influence of Internet on Academic Performance of students differs depending on population. Sanni et al (2019) in a recent study observed that there is a gender difference in internet use and thus adequate attention should be paid to ensuring equal access between male and female students. The study also establishes that the present level of capabilities for internet-assisted research is encouraging and that improving internet facilities in our universities will enhance academic research in Nigerian tertiary institutions if strategically embarked upon.A review of literature reveals that teachers and students are the most frequent users of the Internet, using it mainly for educational purposes rather than for entertainment. Several studies Oagboro, 2023; Panda and Sahu, 2023; Hanauer2024) have established a high degree of access and use of the Internet among college students. Hanauer’s (2024) report showed that 83% of Internet users had access at their homes and 51% at their colleges or libraries. Eighty-one percent of the students access the Internet mostly for college work and 80% for e-mail/chat. Mishra, Yadav and Bisht (2015) conducted a research study on the Internet usage patterns of undergraduate students at the G B Pant University of Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar.Their findings indicated that a majority of the students (85.7%) used the Internet,and 61.5% of the males and 51.6% of the females used it for preparing assignments. A majority of the respondents,83.1% male and 61.3% female, indicated the slow functioning of Internet connections as a major challenge.
Robinson(2015) examined Internet use among African-American college students and concluded that the use of the Internet for most of the students occurred at school or in the workplace. In 2022, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting conducted a research on student’s Internet use in the United States. Findings revealed that children experienced the equivalent of an adolescent growth in their use of the Internet between 2020 and 2022. 65% of American children ages 2-17 were observed to use the Internet from home, school, or some other location – a 59 percent growth rate since 20320, when 41 percent of children went online from any location (CTF, 2022).
However, despite the usefulness of the Internet to students, several studies have examined the negative effects it could have on teens. For instance, immoral contents can be viewed in the closet, on a laptop, on a palmtop, etc. without the reservation that any other person will know about the content being consumed. According to Longe, et01. (2007),the Internet has also served as the platform for pedophiles who take undue advantage of the innocence of children and teenagers to engage them in sex chat rooms and eventually invite them for sexual escapades. Hertlein&Piercy (2006) are of the opinion that people are using the Internet more frequently to form friendships and romances and to initiate inordinate affairs. They provided a critical review of the literature on Internet infidelity. Cheryl (2007) revealed that the average age of a child when first exposed to Internet pornography is at 11 years old, with the largest consumers of pornography in America being the 12-to-17-year old group. Almost 90 percent of eight to 16-year-olds have viewed pornography online, most while doing homework. This study aims at examining the use and miss-use of the Internet by secondary school students in Nigeria.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the usefulness of the Internet to students, several studies have examined the negative effects it could have on teens. For instance, immoral contents can be viewed in the closet, on a laptop, on a palmtop, etc. without the reservation that any other person will know about the content being consumed. According to Longe, (2017), the Internet has also served as the platform for pedophiles who take undue advantage of the innocence of children and teenagers to engage them in sex chat rooms and eventually invite them for sexual escapades. Hertlein& Piercy (2006) are of the opinion that people are using the Internet more frequently to form friendships and romances and to initiate inordinate affairs.
Things are changing globally, and there are different and modern ways of doing things, if the essence of the educational policy is aimed at producing man-power which can cope with the ever-changing modern world, and be part of the global village “the chalk and talk method”; hardly bringing participatory interaction method must give way to the use of innovation and technology driven which the ICT proffers. Things are changing globally, and there are different and modern ways of doing things, if the essence of the educational policy is aimed at producing man-power which can cope with the ever-changing modern world, and be part of the global village “the chalk and talk method”; hardly bringing participatory interaction method must give way to the use of innovation and technology driven which the ICT proffers.
The overwhelming and glaring features of the present educational systems and structures are the abnormal and unending deterioration if the quality of education at all level over the years. The West African Examination and National Examination Council result have constantly elicited this groin reality which seriously necessitates urgent attention. Thus it is the aim of this study to provide a template on which the revival of the educational system can be built, also to find out the impact and effects of internet on academic performance of secondary schools students through the use of ICT and as well as investigating the problems associated with the use of internet in teaching and learning process.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The main objectives of this study is to investigate the effect of internet on the academic performance of secondary school students. The specific objectives are:
1. To discover the exposure of students to internet
2. To find out the importance of internet on the academic performance of the students
3. To discover the reason for abuse of internet among the youth and adolescents
4. To find out how exposed the teachers are to internet facilities.
1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The following research questions will guide the researcher to achieve the specified objectives:
1. How exposed are the students to internet facilities
2. Is there any significance relationship between using of internet and the academic performance of students?
3. What are the reasons for the abuse of internet among the youth?
4. How exposed are the teachers to internet facilities
 1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
This research work will expose the students, teachers, parents, government at various levels and the general public to the impacts of internet on teaching as well as the national development on the suggestion that would be made if well utilized will reduce teacher’s burden in teaching jobs, also facilitating teaching and learning activities. It will also help the students to study through the use of internet without teacher’s been the intermediary, also the use of Computer Aided Instruction (CAI) among others will be exposed too, and it will enable Nigerians education to compete with well developed countries education system.
1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
This study cover the entire student of the federal republic of Nigeria but due to financial and time constraint samples are taken from four schools in Ilorin West  local government area of Kwara State. 
 1.7 DELIMITATION OF STUDY
This major constraint the researcher encountered in this study is limited time and insufficient fund to visit some important places.
1.8     DEFINITION OF TERMS
Information and Communication Technology (ICT): implement of its equipment’s in teaching and learning process as a media.
Internet: a global computer network providing a variety of information and communication facilities, consisting of interconnected networks using standardized communication protocols.
Academic: anything that relate to education
Performance: the result of a students is in his/her academic aim or goal
Students: somebody who is learning or studying in a formal settings to achieve


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1      Introduction
The chapter reviews relevant literature that are of significance to the effect of Internet use on learning of secondary school students. The review will be conducted with the use of this outline;
· Overview of secondary school education and features of secondary school students
·  Overview of ICT and the Internet
· Availability and accessibility of Internet for learning by secondary school students 
· Use of the Internet for learning by secondary school student
· Influence of Internet use on learning of secondary school students
· Factors affecting the use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students
2.2	Overview of secondary school education and features of secondary school students
The secondary school students get the needed education that helps in molding their personalities into better adults through the secondary school education. Secondary school education is geared towards providing the knowledge, skills and abilities that will prepare the students for higher education.
The function of secondary education in Canada, the United States, and many other western nations has been significantly altered in the post Second World War era. In response to ever changing economic and social demands they have evolved into, of mass public education charged with the mission of preparing increasingly diverse student populations for life as citizens in democratic societies. For many adolescents, however, the role that high school plays in their lives exceeds even this broad mandate. 
Since adolescents are required to spend a significant portion of their teenage years in high school, the extent of success they attain within those, is inextricably linked with the degree to which they value school and the process of formal education, as well as the extent to which they perceive that their presence is valued by the institution they attend.  Failure to accommodate what Hemmings (2000) referred to as the “corridor curriculum” can play a significant role in determining the degree of long-term success a student encounters during their high school years. 
Furthermore, secondary school culture do not form in a vacuum but rather are developed and nurtured within a framework imposed by a variety of tangible and intangible organizational structures. These include, but are not limited to, the institution’s sense of purpose or mission, its various rituals and traditions, school size, internal organizational structures, program delivery among others. These factors not only serve to define the parameters within which secondary school culture develops and functions, but also have a significant influence over the actions of the constituent members of the school community. 
Within the Nigerian set up, secondary school education has a rich tradition, from the time Christian missionaries introduced the western educational system in the mid-nineteenth century up until the present.  Presently the secondary school system is run by religious, private organizations and the government, with their number running into thousands all over the country (US Embassy in Nigeria 2012; Ige, 2013). Secondary school is a transitional stage of education, as it presents a forecasting period of youth’s ability to specialize as science, social science, art or commercial students depending on their abilities. The primary objective of secondary school education is to prepare individual student to have strong educational background before proceeding to higher institutions (university, polytechnic, mono-technic and college of education), with the simple focus of subject tracking for the purpose of having and producing experts or specialists in subject areas (FGN, 2004; Inuwa and Yusuf, 2012).
 According to the Federal Government of Nigeria on National Policy on Education (2004)    the objectives of secondary school education in the country is to: provide all primary school leavers with the opportunity for education of higher level irrespective of sex, social status, religion or ethnic background; offer diversified curriculum to cater for the differences in talents, opportunities and future roles; provide trained manpower in the applied science, technology and commerce at sub-professional grades; develop and promote Nigerian languages, art and culture in the context of world and culture heritage. The objectives also include: fostering national unity with an emphasis on the common ties that unite us in our diversity; raise a generation of people who can think for themselves, respect the views and feelings of others, respect the dignity of labor, appreciate those values specified under our broad national goals and live as good citizens; provide technical knowledge and vocational skills necessary for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development (Awwalu, Najeemah and Mohammad 2012.).
Secondary school students who benefit from this educational arrangement are mostly in their teen years, the formative years. This time of their life is considered as challenging, because they are neither adults nor children. Secondary school students find themselves at a crossroad where they experiment with different things just to create an identity for themselves. Secondary school students are very savvy with technology and due to the influence of their peers, they learn very fast. Even things that adults cannot imagine doing, can be done by these students in a very easy way. The Information and Communication Technology has also contributed in building the character of secondary school students as most of them are abreast of latest invention and products.
2.3	Overview of ICT and the Internet
Information and communication technology (ICT) as a term that gained prominence in the early parts of the 20th century has been defined by various scholars from different perspectives. Ayodele (2002) as cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011) defined ICT as electronic based technology generally used to retrieve, store, process and package information as well as provide access to knowledge. Aluko (2004) as cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011) also described ICT as enabling technologies (both hardware and software) necessary for delivery of voice/audio, data (high speed and low speed) video, fax and internet services from point A to point B (or possibly to multiply B C etc) using wired and wireless media protocol (IP) and non IP networks. To Nwachukwu (2004) who was cited in Afolabi and Abidoye (2011),  information and communication technologies (ICTs) is the application of computers and other technologies to the acquisition, organization, storage, retrieval and dissemination of information. However, in this context, information and communication technology is the use of electronic devices such as computers, telephones, Internet, satellite system, to store, retrieve and disseminate information in the form of data, text image and others.
Information and communication technologies (ICTs) could also be defined as a diverse set of technological tools and resources used to communicate and to create, disseminate store, and manage information, and they encompass a wide range of rapidly evolving technologies including telecommunications technologies, such as telephony, cable, satellite, TV and radio, computer-mediated conferencing and videoconferencing, as well as digital technologies, such as computers, information networks (Internet, the World Wide Web, intranets and extranets) and software applications. Ebijuwa (2005) defined ICT as tools used for collection, processing, storage, transmission, and dissemination of information. To Anyakoha (2005), ICT is the electronic means of capturing, processing, storing, and disseminating information.
The Internet continues to grow driven by ever greater amounts of online information and knowledge, commerce, entertainment and social networking.  The Internet continues to grow exponentially. In December 1969, there were four hosts and no domains, but by July 1989 there were 130,000 hosts and 3900 domains. As of July 1999 there were more than 56 million hosts. In 1989 there were 837 networks; by 1996 there were 134,365. In 1993 there were 130 websites, by June 1996 there were more than 230,000 and by August 1999 there were more than 7 million. According to the originator of the World Wide Web, Tim Berners-Lee, the traffic on the original web server at CERN (European Organization for Nuclear Research) indicated exponential growth over the first three years (Berners-Lee 1996). With more than 3 billion email messages a day, the Internet has now surpassed the telephone as the primary business means of communication. As of 2011, more than 2.2 billion people use the services of the Internet.
	The importance of the Internet cannot be over emphasized. Roknuzzaman (2006) in his paper, “A Survey of Internet Access in a Large Public University in Bangladesh” highlighted seven importance of internet as:  a platform for online communication, a tool for academic and professional excellence, a means of providing access to a variety of information sources, a medium to access to universities basic and general information, A guide for scholarship and fellowship programme, a source for seminar, conference and workshop information and to means of accessing library activities and databases. Teitelbaum (2012) also opined that on the face of it, Internet offers wondrous possibilities in education, business, culture and the general flow of information across boundaries. The benefits of the Internet to the field of education especially cannot be quantified.
2.4	Availability and accessibility of Internet for learning by secondary school students
Studies conducted on the availability and accessibility from different parts of the world presented findings that are consistent with the realities of their environments. Hanaur et al (2004) did a study and they discovered that most of the respondents noted that the first access point to the Internet was their home, and then followed by the library. The results of the study conducted by Kubiatko (2007) in Slovakia where the information and computer literacy of high school students were surveyed showed that the Internet was available for use to majority of the respondents and only a small number of students did not have access to the Internet.
The National Education Association (2008) studied access, adequacy and equity in education technology with American teachers as the respondents. Despite the fact that the primary respondents were teachers, students also featured. The findings from the study revealed that all educators and students in public schools had some access to computers and Internet. The teachers expressed that by virtue of that accessibility, there were assurances that students are capable of adequately using the Internet for learning. They further noted that even though the Internet access was adequate, the technical assistance and support were lacking.
Karsenti (2011) examined the benefits and challenges of using laptops in primary and secondary school in an eastern township school board. The results presented revealed that, of the students surveyed, 92% indicated that they had access to computer at home, 63.3% had a cell phone that helped them to access the internet and 67.7% used a portable digital reader such as mp3 device or iPod. On the other hand, 11% of the students clearly affirmed that they did not have Internet connection at home. 
2.5	Use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students
	The Internet is a valuable tool that can improve the learning of secondary school students if well utilized. Studies conducted in this area show different results. Chandran (2000) conducted a study and noted that majority of the respondents used web and email services on the Internet especially for communication and information gathering. Berg (2005) surveyed the available research on student attitudes, perception and behaviour in the area of technology. The report of the study showed that nearly every online teen (94%) of 12 to 17 years old who reported that they used the Internet, had used the Internet for school related tasks or research. They even used the Internet in a sophisticated way in these capacities. In addition, according to a 2003 Net Day study quoted in the work, 67% of the students in grades 7-12 said they conducted internet search or visited a bookmarked website if assigned to work on a report or write an essay about a topic they knew little or nothing about. Most of the students also indicated that they used the Internet as a communication tool first and later used it to complete their school work.
	Kubiatko (2007) also discovered in the study that captured information and communication literacy of secondary school students in different regions and districts of Slovakia. Results showed that nearly all the students (70%) used the Internet at school and about half of them use the Internet at home. Out of this number, 30% used the Internet every day, 28.3% two to three times a week and 22% once a week. Most of the respondents (70%) said that they used the Internet to obtain information for their academic work, while less than 8% said they used the Internet to download music.
	Teachers and educators also appreciate the Internet as a vital tool that can be used by students for learning activities. Even though, some educators do not encourage the use, some have seen the benefits associated with the use of the internet by students. The National Education Association (2008) did a study where about half of the educators required their students to use technology at school for individual research and problem solving. But only few educators reported that they required their students to use computer and the internet regularly. Only one-third of the educators reported that they required their students to use the computers at least a few times a week.
  	Brandstrom (2011) did a qualitative study of teacher’s opinions on the use of the Internet in planning and instruction. Five upper secondary school teachers were interviewed face to face. The teachers thought that the Internet was a valuable source of information and an additional teaching tool. They further explained that the Internet motivates the students, make teaching more fun and allows variation in teaching tool. This opinion reveal that the teachers interviewed were favourably disposed to the use of the Internet for teaching and if teachers should encourage that, students will also do likewise. This will no doubt improve their learning. 
	Singh and Bala (2014) in their study gave the various academic reasons for which secondary school students used the Internet. Most of the respondents (82%) in the study used the Internet for the purpose of assignment completion, 66% said they used the Internet to download different materials that are in the course syllabus so that it would be easy to grasp the contents of the course. A little above average (55%) of the respondents also said they read e-newspapers on the Internet, while (68%) of the students searched for information for colleges and universities through the Internet. Also, most of the respondents affirmatively indicated that they did not access blogs on the Internet.
2.6	Influence of internet use on learning of secondary school students
The Internet is acknowledged globally as a technology dominated by young people, and particularly students who are more inclined to exploit Internet resources for education, social interaction and entertainment (Salako and Tiamiyu 2007). Shitta (2002) expressed the influence that the internet holds by stating that the Internet is a communication super highway that links, hooks and focuses the entire world into a global village, where people of all races can easily get it touch, see, or speak to one another and exchange information from one point of the globe to another. Internet as affirmed by Awoleye, Siyanbola and Oladapo (2008) is used for information development, enhances easy communication, improves academic performance, used as a researched tool, provides solution to assignments, gives information on entertainment & education, and a source of scholarship. The internet could both positive and negative influences on secondary school students depending on the person using it.
Aseni (2005) assessed information searching habits of Internet users at Medical Sciences Secondary school of Isfahan, Iran. The findings showed that the respondents were obtaining quality information through the Internet and all the respondents were using the Internet. Wighting (2006) examined the effect of computer use on high school students’ sense of community. Results indicated that the use of computers and Internet in the classroom positively affected the students’ sense of learning. Analysis revealed that students believed that connectedness with their peers were the most important variable in developing a sense of community.  Oyedun also (2007) conducted a study on the Internet use in the Library of Federal Secondary school of Technology, Minna, and observed that most of the respondents claimed that through the Internet services in the library, they have improved considerably in their academic performance.
2.7	Factors affecting the use of the Internet for learning by secondary school students
Secondary schools also play an important role in influencing students with instructional practices that motivate them to use ICT. Furthermore, student-perceived secondary school expectations are strongly associated with ICT usage (Vekiri 2010). Specifically, when secondary schools integrate Internet technology into their classroom and encourage students to learn basic skills such as generating spread sheets, making PowerPoint presentations, and using internet related software, there are fewer barriers to student use of these technologies and increased usage (Gibbs, Dosen, and Guerrero 2009). However, barriers extend beyond the external factors that limit direct access to the technology. Other elements, known as manipulative or endogenous factors, include things such as school attendance, attitude, and level of achievement; contribute substantially to student usage (Slavin, Karweit, and Maddin 1989). 
There are several impediments to the successful use of information and communication technology in secondary schools in Nigeria. These are: cost, weak infrastructure, lack of skills, lack of relevant software and limited access to the Internet. Nigeria has over 6,000 public secondary schools. Majority are short of books, paper and pencils. Many of the schools lack adequate infrastructure such as classrooms and only few are equipped with television or radio. Apart from the basic computers themselves, other costs associated with peripherals such as printers, monitors, paper, modem, extra disk drives are beyond the reach of most secondary schools in Nigeria. The schools cannot also afford the exorbitant Internet connection fees.
      Another challenge is that of limited internet access. Ogiegbaen and Iyamu (2005) opined that in Nigeria there are few Internet providers that provide Internet gateway services to Nigerians. Such Internet providers are made up of Nigerians who are in partnership with foreign information and communication companies. Many of these companies provide poor services to customers who are often exploited and defrauded. The few reputable companies, which render reliable services, charged high fees thus limiting access to the use of the Internet. The greatest technological challenge in Nigeria is how to establish reliable cost effective Internet connectivity. In a country where only about 0.6% of the populace has home personal computers then in 2005, the few reliable Internet providers who invested huge sum of money in the business had a very small clientele. They had to charge high fees in order to recoup their investment in reasonable time.
Secondary schools in Nigeria are not given adequate funds to provide furniture, requisite books, laboratories and adequate classrooms let alone being given adequate funds for high-tech equipment (computers) and Internet connectivity. Again, due to the lack of adequate electricity supply, especially in rural areas in Nigeria, secondary schools located in those areas have no access to the Internet and are perpetually isolated and estranged from the world’s information superhighway. Nigeria in lagging behind other African countries such as Uganda, Senegal and South Africa who are already helping secondary school students in those countries to become better information users. Almost all Internet service providers in Nigeria are based in the urban areas.
Parent scepticism is another challenge faced by students was parents’ attitudes toward the internet Learning Management System (LMS). Some parents do not allow their children to use the Internet because they do not trust its content and because they have a poor overall understanding of parental controls on web browsers. In addition, students generally expressed that their parents rarely checked their work on the LMS because they did not know how to, or they felt it was too challenging for them to learn. In support of the qualitative findings, there was a strong correlation between parent and student usage in the secondary data.




CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODS
Introduction
	This chapter focuses attention on the techniques and procedure used in carrying out the research work and they are considered under the following sub-headings:
Research Design
Population of the Study
Samples and Sampling Techniques
Research Instrument
Validity of the Instrument
Reliability of the Instrument
Administration of the Instrument
Data Analysis
Research Design
This research is a survey type descriptive survey that seeks information from the respondents on the effect of internet usage on academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin west L.G.A Kwara state.
Nwana (2013) says descriptive survey uses questionnaire to derive information from a sampled population in their natural setting. This purposeful selection of sampling by which its result can be generally needed on the population from which the sample is selected.
Population of the Study
The populations of this study are the students’ in secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government area of Kwara State.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
The research was carried out among the secondary school students’ in Ilorin West Local Government Area. Five secondary schools were selected using sampling techniques; in addition, twenty(20) students’ were randomly selected from each school making total number of one hundreds (100) students’ for the study.
Research Instrument 
The instrument for the study was questionnaire designed to collect information for the study. It was constructed after a careful and extensive study of the related literature.    
      The respondents were asked some information on the effect of internet usage on academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin west L.G.A Kwara state The first sets of questionnaire have two sections.
	Sections (A) elicit information on the personal data of the respondents.
Section B is made up of twenty (20) item questionnaire, a statement to which the respondents are to show their perception using 4 likert scale of Strongly Agreed (SA), Agreed (A), Disagreed
 (DA), and Strongly Disagreed (SD).               
The main data gathering instrument employed in collecting data for this study is the result obtained by student in secondary school timely examination and questionnaire were also administered to the same set of students.
Validity of the Instrument
	Face validity was established by giving initial drafts of the instrument to experts in measurement and evaluation departments in the college. 
	These experts subjected the instruments to vigorous scrutiny considering the purpose of the study and research questions. The aim was to ascertain the clarity and appropriateness of the language of the research questions. 
	The items and wordings in the questionnaire were checked. The researcher produced the final version of the instrument after the correction of errors found in their supervision. The instrument is valid because it was not gotten from one variable.
Reliability of Instrument
	The researcher ascertained the reliability of the instrument by using a test re-test method. As test-re-test method demands, questionnaires were administered each the five (5) selected schools summing up to (100) students randomly selected in Ilorin West Local government Area, separately at intervals of two weeks.
Administration of the Instrument
The research went from one school to another to get score obtained by the students in one of their timely examination result and after a long persistence, permission was granted.  The result was released to the researcher by the Examination Officer and the Vice Principal (Academic) of each school.
Data Analysis
The researcher analysis the result of the test and questionnaires administered to  in public secondary school in Ilorin West local Government Area in Kwara State and it is based on frequency and simple percentage.


CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Introduction
This chapter deals with the presentations analysis of data obtained from the administration of the instruments (Questionnaire of the study). The data are arranged following the order of the research question that guides the study.
Results
Answering Research Questions
Research Question One:  What is the relationship between internet usage and academic performance of students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	1
	Students who browse through internet obtain information on topic taught in learning situation
	42


	52.5
	34


	42.5


	4


	5


	0


	0



	2
	Internet provides answers to confusing questions 
	12
	15
	56
	70
	8
	10
	4
	5

	3
	Students who apply internet to their learning situation find learning understandable
	12

	15

	38
	47.5
	26
	32.5
	4
	5

	4
	New words are learnt via internet
	16
	20
	40
	50
	18
	25.5
	6
	7.5

	5
	Internet creates a platform where new friends who can assist in improving academic performance 
	20
	25
	44
	55
	12
	15
	4
	5


Source (Field Survey, 2024)
Table 1 above shows that 42(52.5%) respondents strongly agreed that students who browse through internet obtain information on topic taught in learning situation, 34(42.5%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that students who browse through internet obtain information on topic taught in learning situation. Table 1 above shows that 12(15%) respondents strongly agreed that internet provides answers to confusing questions, 56(70%) respondents agreed, 8(10%) respondents disagreed while 4(5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies majority of the respondents agreed that internet provides answers to confusing questions. Table 1 above shows that 12(15%) respondents strongly agree that students who apply internet to their learning situation find learning understandable, 38(47.5%) respondents agreed, 26(32.5%) respondents disagreed while 4(5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agree that students who apply internet to their learning situation find learning understandable. Table 1 above shows that 16(20%) respondents strongly agreed that new words are learnt via internet, 40(50%) respondents agreed, 18(25.5%) disagreed while 6(7.5%) strongly disagreed. This implies that new words are learnt via internet Table 1 above shows that 20(25%) respondents strongly agreed that internet creates a platform where new friends who can assist in improving academic performance, 44(55%) respondents agreed, 12(15%) respondents disagreed while 4(5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet creates a platform where new friends who can assist in improving academic performance in Social Studies 
Research Question Two: What is the effectiveness of internet usage in academic performance of students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA


	%


	A


	%


	D


	%


	SD


	%



	6
	To aid research
	20

	25

	54

	67.5

	4

	5

	2

	2.5


	7
	Providing access to current information sources
	32
	40
	42
	52.5
	4
	5
	2
	2.5

	8
	To help to prepare for examinations and tests
	28
	35
	48
	60
	4
	5
	0
	0

	9
	To help in assignments
	16
	20
	52
	65
	10
	12.5
	2
	2.5

	10
	To aid communication between students and teacher
	20
	25
	50
	62.5
	10
	12.5
	0
	0


Source (Field Survey, 2024)
Table 2 above shows that 20(25%) respondents strongly agreed that internet usage aid research, 54(67.5%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet usage aid research Table 2 above shows that 32(40%) respondents strongly agreed that internet usage provide access to current information sources, 42(52.5%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that internet usage provide access to current information sources. Table 2 above shows that 28(35%) respondents strongly agreed that internet usage help to prepare for examinations and tests, 48(60%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet usage help to prepare for examinations and tests. Table 2 shows that 16(20%) respondents strongly agreed that internet usage help in assignments, 52(65%) respondents agreed, 10(12.5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet usage help in assignments. Table 2 above shows that b20(25%) respondents strongly agreed that internet usage aid communication between students and lecturers, 50(62.5%) respondents agreed, 10(12.5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that internet usage aid communication between students and Teachers
Research Question Three: What are the demerits of internet usage in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State? 
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	11
	There are many unethical and pornography available on the Internet that can cause distraction to student’s mind
	10

	12.5

	38

	47.5

	22

	27.5

	10

	12.5


	12
	Some people can be addicted to buying items on the Internet that can cause serious debt.
	
36


	
45


	
30


	
37.5


	
8


	
10


	
6


	
7.5



	13
	If the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle
	32

	40

	42

	52.5

	6
	7.5

	0

	0


	14
	Internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students performance
	16

	20

	30

	37.5

	14

	17.5

	20

	25


	15
	A person who uses the Internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people.
	12



	15



	56



	70



	8



	10



	4



	5





Source (Field Survey, 2024)
Table 3 above shows that 10(12.5%) respondents strongly agreed that there are many unethical and pornography available on the Internet that can cause distraction to student’s mind, 38(47.5%) respondents agreed, 22(27.5%) respondents disagreed while 10(12.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that there are many unethical and pornography available on the Internet that can cause distraction to student’s mind. Table 3 above shows that 36(45%) respondents strongly agreed that some people can be addicted to buying items on the Internet that can cause serious debt, 30(37.5%) respondents agreed, 8(10%) respondents disagreed while 6(7.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that some people can be addicted to buying items on the Internet that can cause serious debt. Table 3 above shows that 32(40%) respondents strongly agreed that if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle, 42(52.5%) respondents agreed, 6(7.5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle Table 3 above shows that 16(20%) respondents strongly agreed that internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance, 30(37.5%) respondents agreed, 14(17.5%) respondents disagreed while 20(25%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance. Table 3 above shows that 12(15%) respondents strongly agreed that a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people, 56(70%) respondents agreed, 8(10%) respondents disagreed while 4(5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people. Table 3 above shows that 32(40%) respondents strongly agreed that if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle, 42(52.5%) respondents agreed, 6(7.5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle Table 3 above shows that 16(20%) respondents strongly agreed that internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance, 30(37.5%) respondents agreed, 14(17.5%) respondents disagreed while 20(25%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance. Table 3 above shows that 12(15%) respondents strongly agreed that a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people, 56(70%) respondents agreed, 8(10%) respondents disagreed while 4(5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people.
Research Question four: What is the influence of the use of the Internet on learning of secondary school students in Ilorin West
	S/N
	ITEMS
	SA
	%
	A
	%
	D
	%
	SD
	%

	16
	ICT Training should be limited to only the teachers
	20

	25

	54

	67.5

	4

	5

	2

	2.5


	17
	Students in JSS3 should personally own ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops for constant personal practice
	32
	40
	42
	52.5
	4
	5
	2
	2.5

	18
	ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops should replace textbooks in junior secondary school
	28
	35
	48
	60
	4
	5
	0
	0

	19
	The use of ICT as instructional-aid is time consuming
	16
	20
	52
	65
	10
	12.5
	2
	2.5

	20
	ICT can be an effective tool for combating corruption and examination malpractice in the educational sector
	20
	25
	50
	62.5
	10
	12.5
	0
	0


Source (Field Survey, 2024)
Table 4 above shows that 20(25%) respondents strongly agreed that ICT Training should be limited to only the teachers, 54(67.5%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed ICT Training should be limited to only the teachers Table 4 above shows that 32(40%) respondents strongly agreed that Students in JSS3 should personally own ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops for constant personal practice, 42(52.5%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that Students in JSS3 should personally own ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops for constant personal practice. Table 4 above shows that 28(35%) respondents strongly agreed that ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops should replace textbooks in junior secondary school, 48(60%) respondents agreed, 4(5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed ICT gadgets like Tablets, Phones, Laptops should replace textbooks in junior secondary school Table 4 shows that 16(20%) respondents strongly agreed that The use of ICT as instructional-aid is time consuming, 52(65%) respondents agreed, 10(12.5%) respondents disagreed while 2(2.5%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents agreed that The use of ICT as instructional-aid is time consuming. Table 4 above shows that b20(25%) respondents strongly agreed that ICT can be an effective tool for combating corruption and examination malpractice in the educational sector, 50(62.5%) respondents agreed, 10(12.5%) respondents disagreed while 0(0%) respondents strongly disagreed. This implies that majority of the respondents strongly agreed that ICT can be an effective tool for combating corruption and examination malpractice in the educational sector
Discussion
The findings on research question one: What is the effect internet usage on academic performance of in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of kwara State ? Result shows that students who browse through internet obtain information on topic taught in Social Studies language learning situation, internet provides answers to confusing questions, students who apply internet to their learning situation find learning understandable, new words are learnt via internet and internet creates a platform where new friends who can assist in improving academic performance. This is in agreement with According to Aliu (2011), students’ access to the volume of information and interaction provided by the internet, help students complete their homework and other studies. Also the internet tools associated with spending time with and talking with people through the internet help students to study with their peers.
The findings on research question two: What is the effectiveness of internet usage in academic performance of students in secondary schools in Ilorin West Area Kwara State? Result shows that internet usage aid research, internet usage provide access to current information sources, internet usage help to prepare for examinations and tests, internet usage help in assignments and internet usage aid communication between students and lecturers. This is in agreement with Kubey, Lavin & Barrows (2013), internet used for educational purposes include Social Studies students using the internet to enhance their knowledge related to their academic interests (for example, online assignment manager, watching news and videos relevant to the student’s academic courses, and so forth).
The findings on research question three: What are the demerits of internet usage in Social Studies in secondary schools in Ilorin Metropolis? Result shows that that there are many unethical and pornography available on the Internet that can cause distraction to student’s mind, some people can be addicted to buying items on the Internet that can cause serious debt, if the internet surfed frequently can also lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle, internet allows for playing of games and spending too much time on the computer which negatively can affect students’ performance and a person who uses the internet very frequently can face abusive or trolls' people. 


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1	Introduction
	This study examined the effect of the Internet use on learning of secondary school students in two secondary schools in Ilorin West State Nigeria. This chapter presents the summary of findings, conclusion and recommendations. 
5.2	Summary of findings
	The summary of the findings of this study is as presented as follows;
Majority of the secondary school students indicated that the Internet was not available for their use for learning. Most of the secondary school students accessed the Internet through the cyber cafes, followed by the school library and their mobile phones. The tools used on the Internet the most by the secondary school students were email services, blogs and social networking services like blackberry messenger, Whatsapp, Instagram and the likes. 
Majority of the secondary school students noted that the Internet had an influence on their learning as they spent more time on the internet and they did not read as they used to before. The challenges militating against the use of the Internet for learning as indicated by most of the secondary school students include; slow internet speed, distractions from the social networking sites and lack of personal mobile device of their own.
5.3	Conclusion
	The potentials inherent in the use of the Internet for learning are enormous. The information resources available on different websites cannot be quantified. The platform that the Internet provides to aid interactions and communication through the social media platforms is second to none. If the Internet is used properly, secondary school students will have access to current and up to date information in different subject fields, the information can also be shared with colleagues in form of group discussion. The students that have access to the internet through the cyber cafes and also their schools should make good use of this provision by utilizing the Internet to improve their learning.
	This does not mean that the Internet should be used only for educational purposes, at times email services can be used, blogs can be visited and even the Internet may be used to download wholesome music and videos. But the point of emphasis is that, secondary school students should avoid internet addition when it comes to its use for relaxation purposes. This is because spending too much time on the Internet chatting with friends or watching movies will encroach on the valuable time that should be used for reading and studying. Secondary school students should learn how to set boundaries on when it comes to the use of the Internet, they should give maximum attention to studying which has the potential of improving their learning and academic performance.  
5.4	Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusion, the study recommended that;
Parents and school administrators should ensure that the Internet is available for use by secondary school students either at home through the provision of personal computers or in the school through the library or Information and Communication Technology laboratory. This will enable the students have access to globalized information resources that can improve their learning and also provides a medium of interacting with their mates.
Parents, school administrators and teachers should regularly advise and guide the secondary school students to use Internet tools like email services, blogs and social networking services like blackberry messenger, Whatspp, and Instagram moderately. They should properly monitor the students at home and in school so that whenever they are on the Internet, they spend most of the time searching for educational resources, rather than chatting away valuable time. 
 Teachers and parents should make sure that learning of secondary school students is not affected negatively because of the use of the Internet. Teachers should give sufficient take home assignments that will keep the students occupied at home and also will make them visit the Internet to download information resources. Parents should also ensure that students complete their assignments.
Secondary schools management should provide fast and accessible Internet services in their schools and also ensure that Internet literacy skills are imparted to the students. This will help them utilize the internet effectively for educational purposes that will improve their learning. Parents should also provide their wards that are in secondary schools with Internet enabled devices so that they can develop their ICT skills and stay connected with the rest of the world. 
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