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ABSTRACT
This research work focused on the lexical syntactic error in the written of JUNIOR secondary school in Ilorin West LGA. The research was conducted on essays written by sixty (60) Students of the sample schools. It has also been observed that students commit these errors as a result of their mother tongue interference. Errors are part of learning as they could be precursors to a full mastery but they become bad when they are left uncorrected. This also applies to language learning and using a second language like the English language. If errors in the process of learning and using the English language are left uncorrected, they could lead to a breakdown in communication. It is on this basis therefore that this study pays attention to the lexical and syntactic errors of JUNIOR secondary school in Ilorin West local Government Area, Kwara state. This study is done in order to unravel these common errors and proffer solutions by correcting them through re-writing them. The study due to space available for the research extracted three (3) schools and marked the lexical and syntactic errors in them for analysis and correction. At the end, the study presents amongst other findings that most Nigerian secondary school student do not care so much about applying punctuation marks especially the full stop in their posts and that there is a high level of spelling errors emerging from two causes; the hastiness, laziness or laxity on the part of the student to write proper English during the process of essay writing. It was found out that the errors were as a result of poor teaching methods, lack of adequate textbooks and qualified teachers of English. To minimize these problems, we suggest that the government should provide adequate textbooks on English grammar and qualified teachers of English to enhance effectiveness.
TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE PAGE









     i

CERTIFICATION





ii

DEDICATION
iii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
iv

ABSTRACT
v

TABLE OF CONTENTS                            
                                                                     vi

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study                                                                                                                      

Statement of the Problem                                                                                                             

Purpose of the Study                                                                                                                  

Research Questions                                                                                                                     

Research Hypotheses                                                                                                                            

Scope of the Study                                                                                                                          

Significant of the Study                                                                                                                       

Definition of Terms and Variables                                                                                            

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF LITERATURE

What is an Error 

Sources of Error 

The distinction between Error an Mistake 

Approaches to the study of Error Analysis 

Studies in Syntactic and Lexical Errors 

Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed                                              

CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Research Design                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Population of the Study                                                                                                          

Sample and Sampling Techniques                                                                                              

Research Instrument                                                                                                                 

Validity of the Instrument                                                                                                              

Reliability of Instrument                                                                                                       

Data Collection Procedure                                                                                                    

Data Analysis Techniques                                                                                                        

CHAPTER FOUR: RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Result                                                                                                          

CHAPTER FIVE: SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

Summary                                                                                                                                    

Conclusion                                                                                                                            

Recommendations                                                                                                                       

Suggestion for Further Studies                                                                                             

REFERENCES                                                                                                                   

APPENDIX                                                                                                                         


CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study
Syntax is a technical name of the branch of linguistics which is concerned with the ways words can be combined together to form phrases and sentences. It deals with the principle that determine ways which words are combined together to form phrases, clauses and sentences. Syntax is from the ancient Greek word "syntaxis", a verbal noun  literally means "arrangement" or "setting out together". According to (Ahmed. S. Kazeem) 
Syntax refers to the branch of linguistics  or grammar dealing with the ways which words with or without appropriate infections  are arranged to show connections of meaning within the sentence and the expression of a language. 

Lexico is derived from the word "lexicon" which means "words" from its Greek origin "lexis" meaning speech. In linguistics it also means "lexical item" or "lexical unit". Lexeme is a unit in  lexicon or vocabulary of  a language. According to (LAWAL 2002). It is a form governed by sounds, spelling or prints, its content by meaning and use. A lexeme is therefore the abstract unit which underscores some of the variants. 

In other words, lexico-syntatic is a term that means words and how they come together to form phrases and sentences. It is a term that could be divided into "lexicon" and "syntax" where 'syntax ' means 'arrangements' and 'lexicon' means 'words' which means the arrangements of words to become a sentences. 

Written English is the way in which the English language is transmitted through a conventional system of graphics, sign or letter which is more  permanent compare to spoken English. The earliest form of written English were primarily the translation of Latin words into English in the ninth century. Written English is an invention that exists only as a complement to a specific spoken English and as purely written down. 

According to (Adekanye 2014)  refers to written English as the way which English language is transmitted through a conventional system of graphics, sign and symbols. Written English are capable of causing inhibition, improper understanding of the message embedded in the lexicon and syntax. 

This research undertakes and examine the use of words and its structure in the written English among secondary school students. It tends to examine the errors made by students in their writing. The mechanical errors were proved to show the greatest difficulty to students, next were structural errors and lexical errors. 

     English language as one of the subject in the secondary school curriculum. Its learning extends beyond the ability to memorize sentences printed in English,  students should be able to think fro bssic concepts, plan and  write coherently in English. 

English language ha been the  second language which is required after the mother tongue in Nigeria. There are bond to peculiarities in the syntatic and  lexical level of language user. Writing is the most difficult of the language skills to acquire. Students face alot of problems in English language generally but particularly in writing, since writing requires cognitive skills, sufficient knowledge of grammatical and syntatic rules, lexical items an logical connections. Research has indicated various reasons contributing to the difficulty of English writing, including lexical an syntactic causes which show the limited knowledge of  English grammar and vocabulary, lack of practice and  students attitudes towards writing. When written English students may commits an error which may be cause by lack of attention, fatigue or carelessness. 

Research on English learning has gone through a long period of advancement and today a growing consensus seems to be emerging on considering errors as"indicators" on how students write. Because the English language learnt at  a latter stage  as a second language, The  Nigeria users of English language commit errors at the level of  grammar, lexis and syntax. All these levels of errors result from the interference which is caused by the contact of the language. 

Typical lexico-syntactic error observed in written English of secondary school students includes, spelling errors, punctuation errors, grammatical errors or word choice, and  tense errors. Most students in  ability to write intelligibly seems to suggest that for a change to be effected the errors  made by students in their written English have to be analysed (Bajo 1981: 96) observes  that there is general feeling of dissatisfaction with the  level o proficiency in English among the student not only of  secondary school by also of tertiary institution. To this end, Error  analysis a technique of measuring progress by recording, classifying and explaining the errors  made by  individual or group of students, becomes necessary since most students often detest the  teachers red marks on their papers an little or no  learning take place as a result of these marks. To support this Rivers(1978: 20)  stresses that "most of us have ourselves experienced the discouragement of starring in  horror at a veritable forest of red marks and comment o a piece of writing over which  we had toiled in the belief that we were  achieving something worth while". 

The researcher's immense teaching experience show that there are problem facing  the teaching and  learning of English language generally and  written English in secondary school level particularly. Adeyemi and Ademola (1973: 1443) states that "reading make a full man...  and writing an exac man". Consequences upon  this, one is motivated to identify the errors committed by students in written English with regard to error analysis, an approach which elicit information on the area student find most difficult in writing structure; (patterns of word combination to form sentences). Lexis, (words usage or choice of words or  vocabulary) or mechanisms, (patterns of words arrangements). Syntax, spelling and punctuations. The most difficult area based on the students actual writing be  highlighted to enable  teacher  teach  to the point of need. 

Statement of the Problem 
The structure of written English by secondary school students are capable of wrong interpretation of sentence and wrong combination of words. It seeks to examine mistakes and errors made by the students inform of grammar, spellings, punctuations, tenses and word choice which  are the  grammatical error that are very common in students writing.

The lexico-syntactic  error observed I students written English are as a result of lexical and syntactic errors generated. The lexical errors consist of misspellings, replacement, or deletion o letters made by the students  for example; 

1. Kynd    -   (kind) 

2. Ofice    -   (office). 


This did not altered the linguistic form or meaning of the word. There were a mean of 7 lexical errors in each text, ranging from 5 to 8 according to the length of the text. These errors were placed in words belonging to different grammatical categories (nouns or verbs). Syntactic errors consists of the violation of very basic grammatical rules such as number suitability between noun, adjectives and verb or changes in the appropriate word order for example; 

1. Person elderly (elderly person) 

2. Woman strange (strange woman).  

Therefore, the lexical error are the most frequently occurring category of errors in written English (Ellis, R 1994). They significantly affect the quality of academic writing of students. This states means that lexical errors has categories specially in writing. (Cater 1998) suggests that mistakes in lexical Selection may be less generously tolerated outside classroom than mistakes in syntax. This is probably because lexical Selection consists mainly of content words, which convey the intended message when lexical word selection is wrongly chosen by students, the reader can be led  directly to misunderstanding of the  text. Since lexical errors are  potentially so disruptive. Carter means that miss selection in  choice of words for sentences will be one of  the cause for lexical error that disturb students in  understanding learning written English. The lexical errors in written English commonly made by JUNIOR secondary school students is classified into nouns adjectives and verbs, which their wrong choice of words and grammatical errors. 

        Syntatical errors are caused in learning English language as L2, Errors are common to happen. For instance, that L2 may have different language grammar with L1, the lack of students knowledge about L2 structure, misperception, language misuse and interference, thus, error itself cannot be self corrected. (Coder 1981: 24) claims that the making of errors is significant because it is part of the learning process itself. The findings were respectively, the most predominant syntactic errors among  secondary school students are lack of agreement between subject and the main verb, omission of the main verb,  tense errors of using present tense instead of past tense. 

The research find out that major cause of this errors were more of grammars, spellings, and punctuations. making mistakes with  all these writing errors is  making mistake in a mental note, this discuss the fact that students don't give time on writing rather they give time on speaking, they don't follow grammar rules. English language has a rule guiding it but students neglect this rules and writes which constitutes errors. 

Purpose of the Study 
         The main objective of carrying out this study is to analyse the lexico-syntactic errors in the written English of some secondary school students. The following are the other specific objective intends to: -

1. Identity the errors of lexical features that exist in students writing. 

2. Describe lexico-syntactic errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English. 

3. Examine the influence of gender  on lexico-syntactic errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English. 

4. Find out the influence of school type o lexico-syntactic errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English. 

Research Questions
1. What are the errors of lexical features that exist in JUNIOR secondary school students writing in English. 

2. How are the identified errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English described. 

3. Does gender have influence on lexico-syntactic errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English. 

4. Does school type have influence on lexico-syntactic errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in English. 

Research Hypothesis
 HO¹: There is no significance difference in the errors of lexical features committed by male and females students. 

HO²: There is  no significance difference in syntactic errors committed by public and private secondary schools students in English. 

Scope of the Study
      This research will be restricted only to the lexico-syntactic errors of only the written English made by students in their writing. The implaced work of  lexico-syntactic errors analysis aim at identifying, classifying, explaining and  treating these errors identified. It limits  itself to the analysis of the errors in different writing of some selected JUNIOR secondary school students as learners of English language. Thereby, laying bare its differences alongside lexico-syntactic structure, this research will only be limited to the writing of some selected JUNIOR secondary school students. 

Significance of the Study 
       The study is targeted at investigating, using students to discuss the lexico-syntactic pattern of analysis used in students writing, looking carefully at the change that has been made to the standard lexico-syntactic analysis effects on  the literary and grammatical level of students which includes, the spelling errors, grammatical errors, and punctuation errors made by the students in English  while writing, this research embarked on because of the researcher's interest in making corrections to some these errors encountered while writing. This research work will also explain why some of this errors are made, thereby  making students understand the cause of their errors. The research also give students guideline that might help  them to write better. This will also serve as a guideline to students who endeavor to  carry out researchers related to the topic in future. 

Definition of Terms And Variables
SYNTAX: - is a technical name of the branch of linguistics which is concerned with the ways words can be combined together to form phrases and sentences. It deals with the principle that determine ways which words are combined together to form phrases, clauses and sentences. 

LEXICO is derived from the word "lexicon" which means "words" from its Greek origin "lexis" meaning "speech". In linguistic it also means "lexical items" or "lexical unit". Lexeme is a unit in lexicon or vocabulary of a language. It is a form governed by sounds, spelling or prints, its content by meaning and use. 

LEXICO-SYNTACTIC is a term that means words and how they come together to form phrases and sentences. It is a term that could be divided into "lexicon"and syntax where syntax means arrangement and lexicon means word. It means the arrangements of words to form sentences. It means word and how they come together to form phrases, clauses and sentences. 

WRITTEN ENGLISH  is the way in which the English language is transmitted through a conventional system of graphics, signs or letters which is more permanent compare to spoken English. It also refers to the way in which English language is transmitted which is capable of causing inhibition in proper understanding of the message embedded in the lexicon and syntax. 

ERROR is the use of words, speech, act or grammatical items in such a  way it  seems imperfect and significant of an incomplete learning. An error is  a form in learners language that is inaccurate, meaning its different from the forms used by competent speakers of the target language. 

ERROR ANALYSIS is a method used to document the errors that appear in learner's language to determine if those errors are systematic or not and to explain what caused them. Error analysis as  an approach to error studies however is used to demonstrate that the errors an L2 learners make are not always due to the learners native language only but due to other complete factor. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL are the schools owner and controlled by the government with a large number of students. It is an open  to all children of a community provided by the national authorities and supported by the money from taxes. It is carried out or funded by the state on behalf of the community. 

CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE OF REVIEW

This chapter relevant literature to this topics: -

The  review was carried out under the following subheadings. 

A) What is an error? 

B) Sources of error. 

C) The distinction between error an mistake. 

D) Approaches to the study of error analysis. 

E) Studies in  syntactic and lexical errors. 

F) Appraisal of the literature reviewed. 

Introduction
       This study aims at finding the syntactic and lexical errors committed by JUNIOR secondary school students in their written English. It study to examine the frequency of the error and what can be done to improve the teaching of  English language (L2)  writing in the JUNIOR secondary school. The study of the lexical errors of students and also the  study of syntactic errors made by students. The  implication of these findings to the teaching of English writing are that teacher where possible to have understanding of both L1 and  L2 of the students,  and teacher should  explicit teach for transfer, also teacher should create more opportunities for students to write. 

     Teacher and educators of  second language (L2)  long to see students  perfect the four language skill. (Akande 2001)  assorted the neccesity for integrating all language skill for it to be learnt properly. In recent years researchers are becoming more interested in writing as it is necessary in academic and non-academic fields. The ability to produce an error free piece of writing is a major achievements. But students are expected to commit errors and make mistake. Therefore, according to femi ( 2002)  errors and  mistake are to be expected. However, they are necessary in the learning process and  need not to  be neglected. 

What is an Error? 

Errors are common in daily activities of a man. English language inclusive. Benneth (1973) is of the option that the best way to avoid errors is do nothing. Errors are peculiar in second language situation. Hallida (1964)  opined  that: Any  error in  English can be described with complete accuracy by  reference solely to the description of English without taking any account of the students native language or even knowing it at all. 

In order words, errors are deviation from the English language. This is any  description/production that does not conform  to the laid down rules in  English is termed as  an error. An error is a form in learners  language that is inaccurate, meaning  its  different from the form used by competent speaker of the target language. Arikewuyo(2019). 

Corden(2003) identifies two conflicting attitude: the first one represents the feelings that errors are undesirable and hence should be avoided, but the second attitude is representative of the feeling that errors are inevitable in an imperfect world. 

Aiyewumi(2004) also states that the major source of errors  are L1 interference,L2 idiosyncracies and  inapropriate learning and  application of rules. Richard (2000) regards Errors as the outcome of interference between two language system made by means of social,  psychological and linguistics interactions. Awolola(2005) notes that error occur when we try to interprets our mother tongue (L1) into English. 

Sources of Errors
According to Olanrewaju(2010) errors have two major sources which are interlingual and intra lingual sources of errors and other authors added more to these, which are  language switch, teacher induce error.
Interlingual Errors 
  This is an error committed as a result of the interference from  mother tongue (L1)  structure or features in the first language which are absent in L2 are transferred. Interlingual errors occurs when the features of mother tongue intrude and obstruct the learning of  target language (English). (Abdulsalam 2008) Learners further internalize the grammar of the language they are learning. 

For example; 

The  use of article a/an for one

a)  I ate in  one (kan) food canteen 

The use to "kan" for article 'a' in this sentence is an error,   the accurate form should be

"I ate in  a food canteen". 

Intra Lingual Errors
 These are errors committed within the target language as a result of the inherent difficulties of the target language (Abdulsalam 2008). Intralingual errors effects the  general characteristics of the learning rules such as slip of tongues, failure to learn and apply rules  of  grammar, over generalization. (Arikewuyo 2019). Intralingual errors are committed In  the language study. 

EXAMPLE

A)  heir for hair  

e.g I want to  plait my heir (hair). 

b)  principle for principal 

e.g  the principle (principal)  call the students. 

The distinction between Error and Mistake. 
According to Brown (2000)  'a mistake' refers to a performance error, in that, it is the learners failure to utilize a known system correctly, while an error is a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker, reflecting inter language competence of the learners. Corded(1967) refers to mistakes as unsystematic errors occur in one's native language and are not significant to the process of  language learning. As it is often said,"a slip of tongue" is a mistake in  speech, in the Same way a mistake in writing can be refer to as"a slip of pen". Systematic one on  the other hand, occur in a second language. Errors are  systematic deviation from the norms or set of norms. An error cannot be self corrected, but when pointed out to the writer or speaker can be corrected. As Bears(1992) indicates, a mistake as an action that is quickly recognize and corrected. This distinction Is  very crucial because it help the researcher to establish the threshold of what an error and mistake were. Duntoye(2003)  points errors as systematic or non systematic in nature, he states that systematic errors are errors emanating from the  learning of second language (L2)  which  are not easily detected or corrected. The non systematic errors are made in the speaker's native language which the speaker continually commits. 

Approaches to Error Analysis Study 
 Error analysis is an approach to error studies however is used to demonstrate that the errors an L2 learners make are not always due to the learners native language but due to other complex factor. Ellis(2005 p. 54) viewed for error analysis being based on emergence of inter language theory. Which is know to be used to explain effectively the errors committed in second language acquisition processes. The  model holds the view that factors like communicative strategies and  quality of second language instruction result in L2 errors. 

In this study, Error analysis is used as the  frame work because it can be used to analyze any type of error student make in  their writing irrespective of their source. According to corder (1975). E. A is  reserved for the study of erroneous utterances or write up produce by learners of a language. Olanrewaju(2017) suggests that there are two branches of error analysis: Theoretical and  Applied. 

  According to her theoretical error analysis is concerned with process and  strategies of second language and the similarities with  first laguage  acquisition. Applied error analysis on the  other hand, deals with the organizing  the remedial courses devising appropriate materials and teaching strategies based on the findings of theoretical error analysis. In this study, theoretical error analysis is more relevant and  is therefore used. Though error analysis has some limitations, it has added a layer to the analysis and classification of L2 learners. EA is significant for all aspect of their learning process, therefore, we find a bulk of research adopting it in analyzing written samples of L2 learners at different levels of education (Johnson 2012). 

Studies in Lexical and Syntactic Errors
   Lexical errors are errors that occur in the use of lexicon. The lexicon is the inventory of words in a language which operates in such a way that makes a particular word more appropriate in a particular context. Errors occur in the use of lexis when the wrong choice is made as regards the right word to be used at a point in  time. It means that a lexical error could be easily resolved by  changing the inappropriate work for the appropriate one. In making the right choice on the word to use a particular context, it is expedient that the rules especially the collocational rules guiding the us of  such words are adhered to.  The  knowledge of such rules is very important as it  marks clearly the differences between a competent user of the language and  incompetent one, this is where the problem lies for most students. Kazeem(2015) the information lexicon is vast but  the information on the right now usage is poor, for example, it is common to find people confuse with the right context to use the words "marriage" and "wedding". Many believe that "marriage" is a ceremony conducted according to the traditional African culture while, "wedding" is the English version not  knowing that wedding is the ceremony (no matter the nature of celebration) while marriage is the institution, so it is common to hear a sentence like "I will go for the marriage but  I will attend the wedding". 

   Another aspect of lexical error is the aspect of spelling. It is not enough to know the right word to be used, it equally important to speak correctly in order not to confuse readers. Spelling error might not clearly be called lexical errors but they can be treated as a  mistake in use of words especially if it affects the message. This includes nothing  but the difference between American spelling variations, the British variations and which form to be use. 

      On the other hand, a syntactic error is an error in  grammar. (Oyeyemi 2018) define grammar as the rules of language set out  in  a terminology which is hard to remember with many exceptions appended to rule. The writing of grammar is basically an attempt at systematization and codification of a mass of data which may at first sight appear vague but with which recurrent regularities can be discerned. The way in which this systematization is approached, depends on the conjunctions of the grammarian about the nature of language (Rivers 1988: p. 8) (Ajayi 2002)  define grammar as an inescapable fact of a language system because it is a set of principle which permit orderly writing and speaking (p. 3). The grammar of a language covers such point of usage as concord, tense, spelling, punctuations, agreement, part of speech, lexis and structure etc. 

For any English language user to be an effective user of the language there is need to be a level of mastery needed. A wrong application of these rules can alter the meaning intended for a particular communication. To resolve the grammatical error, the word order must be restructured  or pieces that make up the sentence must be added or removed as the case may be. 

       The syntactic and lexical errors studies discussed in this section involves both intralingual and interlingual (Abdulsalam 2008) In a study to investigate syntactic errors in written English with reference to verb, tense, mood, and voices found out that mood were most frequently committed errors followed by errors in  voice and tense. 

  This study was conducted among JUNIOR secondary school students who are asked to translate Yoruba language in sentence to English. He noted that most of the errors  originated from overgeneralization(intralingual) and  also found that most of the learners error made were grammatical: verb tense, preposition, articles, plural singular agreement, adjective and conjunction. He then classify these errors  as both  intralingual and interlingual. 

 The study found In  both syntactic and lexical errors which include transliteration and omission errors were the spelling errors and wrong pronoun uses. It was also I identified that transliteration, omission, wrong word use. The study noted that some syntatic and lexical errors in students L2 writing emanated from  L1. 

Appraisal of Literature Reviewed
      The review of literature reveals that there is a plethora of research on error analysis of writing produced by secondary school students on  second or foreign language learning I different contexts. 

However, most of these studies focus on various forms of essays which are short in length and written English in class for the purpose of exam or certain research. This study however, looks at post graduate student's. 

Written English which is related to this topic and errors involved in the  syntactic and lexical items of JUNIOR secondary school students. In addition, term papers are development based on participant comparative summary on the extensive readings. Therefore, it  is assumed that errors committed in written English are  based on spelling errors, punctuation errors and grammatical errors etc. In terms of essay writings, content and relevance to the students. 

The closest work  to this research are those of  Yankson(2000) who carried out research on the misuse of preposition among English Learners. 

Ellis(1996) examines the competence of some S. S1 pupils in English morphology, he considered eight (8) morphological processes namely; suffixation, prefixation, compounding, conversion, acronyms, blending, dipping and reduplication. With a view of finding out which of these processes are mostly employed by Nigerian learner's of English. 

CHAPTER THREE
  Research Method 
This chapter is presents the methodology and procedure to be used in carrying out this study. 

 It is presented under the following sub-headings. 

A) Research design. 

B) Population of the study. 

C) Sample and Sampling Techniques. 

D) Research instrument. 

E) Validity of instrument. 

F) Reliability of instrument. 

G) Administration of  instrument. 

H) Data Analysis Techniques. 

Research Design   
This research would depend solely on collecting dependable data to analyse the lexico-syntactic errors in the written English o JUNIOR secondary school students. The method of data collection to be used in this study would be based on the primary source of data collection through questionnaire and written text of the JUNIOR secondary school students in Ilorin. 

Population Of The Study
   The population of this research topic "lexico-syntactic error analysis in the written English of JUNIOR secondary school students in Ilorin west L. G. A" requires the JUNIOR secondary school students in Ilorin west L. G. A. 

Sample and Sampling Techniques
   The population for this particular study are the JUNIOR  secondary school students in Ilorin west L. G. A. Therefore, conscious  of the shortness of time at our  disposal, a reasonable sample of fifteen (15) students from S. S. 2 classes would be randomly selected from I. G. S JUNIOR secondary school in ilorin west L. G. A for this study. This consist of Ten(10) girls and five(5)  boys from  each of the four JS S.2 class, this gives a total of sixty(60)  students. 

Research Instrument
  The instrument to be used for this research work are some written test which would consist of two part. The first part will be a written test to test their lexical ability. The respondent would have to tick the correct spelling an appropriate words to fill in the gap. The second part will be an essay to test their syntactic ability, the respondent would have to write an essay about an incident they have witnessed. 

Validation of The Instrument 
The questionnaire would be shown to educationalist, expert in English language as well as the project supervisor for corrections and necessary suggestions for the improvement of the structured items on the questionnaire. 

       This is to ensure that the instrument used should be valid since validity of the instrument is concerned with the testing of the instrument to determine whether it measures correctly and accurately the quality desired. 

Reliability of the Instrument
The reliability of the instrument is to be determined by a test-re-test method. Copies of questionnaire would be given to the chosen school (15 students per classes). So as to conduct a test and give similarities results  for the instrument employed for this study to be more reliable.

Administration of the Instrument 
   The researcher would administer the test for students in each of the selected classes. 

        The students would be ask to correct given sentences  to test their competence in written English. But have them assured of absolute confidence in treating their responses. At the end of the test the administration of 60 scripts would be collected from the students. The researcher would have the script marked to detect their areas of weaknesses, Error analysis of respondents' script would be done so as to ascertain the errors and how to explain them. 

Data Analysis Techniques
   The statistical method to be used in the analysis of data collection for this study would be frequency counts. Later the counts will be made to undergo simple percentage. Statistical test determine the level of varieties and  analysis of  errors committed by the students. 
CHAPTER FOUR

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
This chapter focuses on the presentation analysis and interpretation of the research finding on the lexical and syntactic errors in the written English of JUNIOR secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A, Kwara state. The data used in this analysis were obtained from sixty questionnaires that were distributed to the students in selected JUNIOR secondary school. The students’ responses were subjected to statistical analysis using frequency count and simple percentage methods. The results were carried out in line with the research questions raised for the study 

Presentation of Results 

The presentation started with the biological data and information characterized of the respondents 

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Sex 

	Sex
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Female 
	38
	63.3%

	Male 
	22
	36.7%

	Total 
	60
	100


Source Field Survey, 2022

The above table shows that 38(63.3% ) of the respondents were female while only 22(36.7%) of the respondents were male. The distribution shows that there are more female students than male students in the selected schools in Ilorin West local Government.

Table 2: Distributions of Respondents by School Type

	School Type 
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	Private School
	58
	96.7%

	Public School
	2
	3.3%

	Total 
	60
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2024
In response to table 2, it shows that 58(96.7%) of the respondents were private schools while the remaining respondents came from public school with 2(3.3%) of the population.

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Class   

	Marital Status
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	SS2A
	32
	53.3%

	SS2B
	10
	16.7%

	SS2C
	10
	16.7%

	SS2D
	8
	13.3%

	Total 
	60
	100


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table 3, above shows that 32(53.3%) of the respondents sampled for this study were from SS2A which is the science class in school while followed by SS2B with 10(16.7%) of the respondents known as commercial class but the remaining respondents fall into the category of Arts class which are SS2C with 10(16.7%) of the respondents and SS2D with 8(13.3%) of the respondents were sampled for the study. 

Table Four: Analysis of lexical and syntactic error in the Written English of JUNIOR Secondary School Students in Ilorin West  local government in question 1,2,3and 4.

	Items 
	Mode

Objective


	Total No of Student  Wrong
	% Percentage
	Total No of Student Right
	%  Percentage

	Q1
	Attractive/Attract
	0
	0%
	60
	100%

	Q2
	Sensation/Sensational
	18
	30%
	42
	70

	Q3
	Kynd, humble /kind,humble 
	0
	0%
	60
	100%

	Q4
	Eye/eyes
	12
	20%
	48
	80%

	Q5
	Uses/use
	38
	63.3%
	22
	36.7


Sources Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, the analysis of the data collected shows that none of the respondent committed lexical and syntactic error in the question given to them while 60(100%) of the respondents scored the correct answer. From the analysis above, the question posited that “the store is very good and attractive” majority of the respondents strongly picked and chose “attractive” from the option given to them while none of the respondents picked otherwise.

In Question two, stated that she is usually sensational by herself. In response to the above question, 18(30%) of the respondents got it wrong by sensation while 42(70%) of the respondent got it right by the choosing the correct answer “sensational” from the above option given to them.

Meanwhile, question states further that she is very kind and humble. In response to the question above by the respondents all the respondents (students) got the correct answer by picking kind and humble from the option given to them while none of the respondents picked otherwise. 

Question four buttress further that “her eyes are around” from this question 12(20%) of the respondent got it wrong while 48(80%) of the respondents got it right (eyes) from the option given to them.

The last question from the above table states that She uses veil, in response to the question majority of the respondent 38(63.3%) got it wrong while 22(36.7%) of the got it right (uses) from the option given to them. 

Table Five: Analysis of lexical and syntactic error in the Written English of JUNIOR Secondary School Students in Ilorin West local government in question 6,7,8 9 and 10.

	Items 
	Mode

Objective
	Total No of Student  Wrong
	% Percentage
	Total No of Student Right
	%  Percentage

	Q6
	Has, curly /have, curly
	5
	8.3%
	55
	91.7%

	Q7
	Like, hair /

liked, hear
	6
	10%
	54
	90%

	Q8
	Have, be/ 

had, been
	8
	13.3%
	52
	86.7%

	Q9
	Inform, come/ informed, came
	1
	1.7%
	59
	98.3%

	Q10
	Would, told/ 

will tell
	4
	6.7%
	56
	93.3%


Sources Field Survey, 2024
From the above table, question six posited that “she has short and curly hair”, in response to the above question, 55(91.7%) of the respondents got it right while 5(8.3%) of the respondents got it wrong in the question given to them.

More so, in question seven states that “I like her long hair”, in response to this question, 54(90%) of the respondents chose the correct answer from the option given to them, while 6(10%) of the respondents got it wrong.

From question eight states that “we had already been briefed by the students” in response to this question, 52(86.7%) of the respondents got the correct answer from the option given to them while 8(13.3%) of the respondents got it wrong.

Question nine states that “I was informed that you came to my house, in response to the above question, 59(98.3%) of the got the correct answer from the option given to them while 1(1.7%) of the respondents got it wrong.

From the last question in the above table, it states that “if we had known we would have told the rector. 56(93.3%) of the respondents got the correct answer from the option given to them while 4(6.7%) of the respondents got it wrong.

Table Five: Analysis of lexical and syntactic error in the Written English of JUNIOR Secondary School Students in Ilorin West local government in question 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15.

	Items 
	Mode

Objective
	Total No of Student  Wrong
	% Percentage
	Total No of Student Right
	%  Percentage

	Q11
	An/the
	9 
	15%
	51
	85%

	Q12
	An/the
	8
	13%
	52
	87%

	Q13
	On/in
	2
	3.3%
	58
	96.7%

	Q14
	Are/in
	6
	10%
	54
	90%

	Q15
	Does/do
	46
	76.7%
	14
	23.3%


Sources Field Survey, 2022

From the above table, question six posited that “she gave me an apple” in response to the above question, 51(85%) of the respondents got the correct answer from the option given to them while 8(15%) of the respondents picked wrong answer.

More so, in question twelve states that “that’s the tall boy in my class”, in response to this question, 52(87%) of the respondents picked the correct answer from the option given to them while 8(13%) of the respondents got it wrong.

From question thirteen states that “we went on an excursion” in response to this question, 58(96.7%) of the respondents got the correct answer from the option given to them while 8(3.3%) of the respondents got it wrong.

Question 14 states that “the boys are good and brilliant”, in response to the above question, 54(90%) of the got the correct answer from the option given to them while 6(10%) of the respondents got it wrong.

From the last question in the above table, it states that John and Kemi do not know what to do”. 14(23.3%) of the respondents got the correct answer from the option given to them while 46(76.7%) of the respondents got it wrong.

Table Six: Analysis of lexical and syntactic error in the Essay writing  in English of JUNIOR Secondary School Students in Ilorin West local government.

Table 1

Demographic Data of the Respondents

	Items
	Score Value
	Freq.
	Percentage (%)
	Position 

	Spelling 

	1

2

3

4

5

Total 
	7

15

9

22

7

60
	11.7%

25%

15%

36.7%

11.7%

100
	4th 

2nd

 3rd

1st 

4th  

	Word Formation
	0

1

2

3

4

5

Total
	2

11

16

12

17

2

60
	3.3%

18.3%

26.7%

20%

28.3%

3.3%

100
	5th 

4th 

2nd 

3rd 

1st 

5th 

	Punctuations
	0

1

2

3

4

5

Total 
	41

4

8

5

2

0

60
	68.3%

6.7%

13.3%

8.3%

3.3%

0%

100
	 1st 

4th 

2nd 

3rd 

5th

6th 


Source: Field Survey, 2024
The table above reveals that out 60 respondents tested for essay writing 22(36.7%) of the respondents scored 4 marks seconded by 15(25%) of the respondents scored 2 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the spelling followed by 9(15%) of the respondents scored 3 marks while (11.7%) of the respondents score 1 and 5 marks each from the spelling in the essay writing respectively.

In response to table above, it shows that out 60 respondents tested for word formation in  essay writing 17(28.3%) of the respondents scored 4 marks seconded by 16(26.7%) of the respondents scored 2 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the word formation followed by 12(20%) of the respondents scored 3 marks while 11(18.3%) of the respondents scored 1 mark from the word formation in the essay writing given to them while (3.3%) of the respondents were awarded the of 0 and 5 marks for word formation each from essay writing given to them.  

In response to last item in the table above, out 60 respondents tested for punctuations in  essay writing 41(68.3%) of the respondents scored 0 mark seconded by 8(13.3%) of the respondents scored 2 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the punctuations followed by 5(8.3%) of the respondents scored 3 marks while 4(6.7%) of the respondents scored 1 mark from the punctuations in the essay writing given to them while 2(3.3%) of the respondents were awarded the of 4 marks for punctuations from the essay writing given to them but none of the respondents scored marks awarded for punctuations from the essay writing given to them to test their ability from lexical and syntactic error in writing English in JUNIOR secondary school level.

Table 1

Demographic Data of the Respondents

	Items
	Score Value
	Freq.
	Percentage (%)
	Position 

	Tense 

	0

1

2

3

4

5

Total 
	3

20

7

20

10

0

60
	5%

33.3%

11.7%

33.3%

16.7%

0%

100
	4th 

1st 

 3rd

1st 

2nd   

5th 

	Use of Article
	1

2

3

4

5

Total
	7

22

23

6

2

60
	11.7%

36.7%

38.3%

10%

3.3%

100
	5th 

4th 

2nd 

3rd 

1st 



	Concord 
	0-1

2-3

4-5

6-7

8-9

10

Total 
	6

19

28

6

1

0

60
	10%

6.7%

46.7%

10%

1.7%

0%

100
	 2nd  

3rd
1st 

2nd 

4th

5th 


Source: Field Survey, 2024
In response to table above, it shows that out 60 respondents tested for tense in  essay writing 20(33.3%) of the respondents scored 3 marks seconded by 10(16.7%) of the respondents scored 4 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the concord followed by 7(11.7%) of the respondents scored 2 marks while 3(5%) of the respondents scored 0 mark from the tense in the essay writing given to them while none of the respondents were awarded the of 5 marks for tense from essay writing given to them.  

In response to last item in the table above, out 60 respondents tested for use of  article in  essay writing 2(3.3.3%) of the respondents scored all 5 mark awarded for use of  article, seconded by 23(38.3%) of the respondents scored 3 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the use of  article followed by 6(10%) of the respondents scored 4 marks while 22(36.7%) of the respondents scored 2 marks from the use of  article in the essay writing given to them while 7(11.7%) of the respondents were awarded the of 1 mark for use of  article from the essay writing given to them.

The table above reveals that out 60 respondents tested for essay writing 28(46.7%) of the respondents scored 4 to 5 marks seconded by 6(10%) of the respondents scored 6-7 and 0-1 marks respectively out of 10 marks awarded for the concord followed by 19(6.7%) of the respondents scored 2-3 marks while 1(1.7%) of the respondents score 8 and 9 marks each from the concord in the essay writing respectively.

Discussion of result

In response to the above table, majority of the respondents (students) with (77.3%) were able to picked the correction answer from two option given to them during the test assessment with while (22.7%) of the respondents committed lexical and syntactic error in the written English test given to them. In a nutshell, majority of the student pass the test from the one above.

In response to second table above, majority of the respondents (students) with (92%) were able to answer the question correctly from two option given to them during the test assessment with while (8%) of the remaining respondents failed the assessment test. From this point of view, majority of the students who were sample for the assessment test pass the test.

More so, the third table above buttress further that most of the sampled students were able chooses the correct answer from the two option given to them in order to test their lexical and syntactic error in written English. By virtue of this (76.3%) of the respondents answered the questions correctly while (23.7%) of the respondents failed questions.

In response to essay assessment test given to the student majority of the student spelling error with this, out of 60 student sampled for the test7(11.7%) of the respondents score all the marks awarded for spelling while  22(36.7%) were able to score 4 marks out of 5 marks awarded for the spelling in the essay but the remaining respondents committed lexica and syntactic error during the process. 

In addition, majority of the respondent were able to construct good word. In view of this (51.6%) of the respondents were able to score good grade awarded for the word formation. 

Aside from the aforementioned, majority of the respondents committed lexical and syntactic error for punctuations from the essay assessment test given to them. By virtue of this, none of the respondents were able to score 5 marks awarded for the punctuation but majority of the respondents with 41(68.3%) of them score none from the marks awarded for punctuation.  In view of this, most of the students perform woefully 

In response to essay assessment test given to the student most of the student committed lexical and syntactic error. With this, out of 60 students sampled for the test (50%) of the respondents were able to score pass mark awarded for tense while  (50%) of the respondents committed lexica and syntactic error during the process. 

In addition, majority of the respondent were able to use correct article. In view of this (51.6%) of the respondents were able to score good grade awarded for the use of article. From this point, majority of the respondents use of article correctly. 

In conclusion, majority of the respondents were able to use concord correctly, (58.4%) of the respondents use concord perfectly while (41.6%) of the respondents committed lexical and syntactic error for concord from the essay assessment test given to them. By virtue of this, none of the respondents were able to score 10 marks awarded for the use of concord during the process essay writing.

The results of the study showed that errors that students committed were basically grammatical. Students also had relatively weak vocabulary and their sentences were sometimes incomprehensible. They committed errors in applying sentence structure rules in the English language. 

Hence, we can conclude that these students have problems in acquiring normal grammatical rules in English. This study has shed light on the manner in which students internalize the rules of the TL. It further shows that EA can help the teachers to identify, in a systematic manner, the specific and common language problems students have, so that they can focus more attention on these types of errors. Such an insight into language learning problems is useful to teachers because it provides information on common trouble-spots in language learning which can be used in the preparation of effective teaching materials. Also, by being able to predict errors to a certain extent, teachers can be well-equipped to help students minimize or overcome their learning problems.

The recurrent poor performance of students in English Language is causing some concern among teachers of English Language, school administrators, parents and the general public. Teachers have put up noble and spirited efforts aimed at identifying the major problem associated with learning of English Language in schools. Despite all these efforts, the problem of poor achievement in English Language has continued to rear its head in the nation’s public examinations. Many scholars have attributed the incidence of students’ failure in the subject to ineffective method of teaching the subject and poor reading culture among students which have culminated in the poor knowledge of the subject by the students. Accordingly, it has been observed that students, being second Language Learners, find it difficult to speak or write good English owing to the influence of mother tongue.

 Most students have problems in differentiating between past, present and future tenses in their daily communication and writings. They end up mixing up tenses in their essays and this accounts for their poor performance in public examinations.

However, it is important to mention that despite the status of the English Language in Nigeria, not much has been done to improve upon how the language is taught and learned, let alone spoken as one would have expected. In this regard, mention can be made of how issues surrounding the teaching and learning of the Language in Nigeria as this has continued to pose challenges to teachers and other academics. Indeed, one of such problems is the wrong use of tenses in written and spoken communication which might not be unconnected with the influence of mother- tongue. It should be borne in mind that errors in the use of tenses are not peculiar to students only, but the teachers of the language who are not well vested with the knowledge of the Language do make similar errors. This development, however, must have accounted for the poor performance of students in the subject in public examinations which is fast becoming a recurring decimal if left unchecked.
CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary 

This study examined the lexical and syntactic errors in the written English of JUNIOR secondary school students in Ilorin West L.G.A, Kwara state. Simple random sampling techniques were adopted to select six secondary schools. The numbers of respondents used were sixty (60), which selected ten (10) each from the stratum of six subs –group school.

The questionnaire was administered to the respondents by the researcher through personal visit to sampled secondary schools and due consultation were made with school authorities. Simple percentage method was used to ascertain the reliability of the instrument.


In the course of this research, it has been clearly discovered that all of the errors in the essays were identified and classified into various categories. The results of the study show that most common errors committed by the students were  spelling, word formation, punctuations, tense, use of article, and concord. These aspects of writing in English pose the most difficult problems to participants. This study has shed light on the manner in which students internalize the rules of the target language, which is English. Such an insight into language learning problems is useful to teachers because it provides information on common trouble-spots in language learning which can be used in the preparation of effective teaching materials.

Conclusion 

The researcher concluded the results, based on the main findings of the study. 

· Secondary school students have problems or difficulties in writing English tenses which affected their performance.
· The greatest numbers of errors were found to be due to omission of verbs or verbs to be. 
· The results showed that the students were not systematic and consistent in tenses when writing, as they switch from one tense to another. 
·  Most errors were to be found in present perfect tense. 
Implication of the Study

This study shows that lexical and syntactic errors are common among secondary school students. In order to enhance effective teaching and learning of English Language, Teachers of English Language should focus more attention on the teaching and learning of this aspect of English Language.      
Recommendations 

According to the findings of the study, the following recommendations can be summarized as follows: 

· Grammatical rules should be taught through context with regard to lexical and syntactic, and the students should apply and practise those particular grammatical rules in context. 
· Teaching grammar should be interesting for the students with little creativity by productive drills that motivate learners to practise grammar. 
· More attention should be paid to the present perfect tense. 
· Teachers of English Language should employ instructional materials in their teaching and learning process.
· Students should be encouraged to communicate in English Language both in spoken and written forms even outside the classroom.

· Students’ tense error either in written or in spoken form should be corrected as soon as it is detected.

Suggestion for Further Studies

Further research should be carried out in the area of lexical and syntactic error in written English, as the data analysis indicated that English language lexical and syntactic error are difficult to study. English language lexical and syntactic therefore, need to be investigated and studied greatly. The researcher hopes that further studies move follow to complete this work.
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APPENDIX 1

KWARA STATE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ILORIN

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH EDUCATION 

QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire is designed to find out the lexical and syntactic errors in the written English of JUNIOR Secondary School students in Ilorin West L.G.A. 

Section A: Demographic Data of Respondents 

Instruction: Please study the following carefully and tick (  ) the alternative that best suits your response. 

1. Name of School………………………………………………

2. Gender: Male (    ) Female (    )

3. School type: Public (      )   Private 

4. Class: JSS2A (      )  JSS2B (       ) JSS2C (     ) JSS2D (        )
Fill in the blanks with appropriate words 
1. The store is very good and ………………   (a) Attractive (b) Attract 

2. She is usually …………… by herself     (a) sensation (b) sensational 

3. She is very ………. and …………. (a) knyd, humble (b) kind, humble 

4. Her …………………… are around   (a) eye (b) eyes 

5. She …………………….. veil (a) uses (b) use

6. She …………….. short and ………. hair  (a) has, curly (b) have, curl 

7. I ………….. her long ……………  (a) like, hair (b) liked, hear 

8. We ………………. Already ………….…….. briefed by the students  (a) have, be (b) had, been 

9. I was …………….. that you…………… to my house  (a) inform, come (b) informed, came 

10. If we had known we …………….. have …………….. the rector (a) would, told (b) will, tell 

11. She gave me ………………… apple (a) a (b) an (c) the 

12. That’s is …………………… tall boy in my class (a) a (b) an (c) the 

13. We went ……………………….. an excursion (a) on (b) in 

14. The boys ………………………. good and brilliant  (a) are (b) is

15. John and Kemi …………….. not know what to do (a) does (b) do 
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