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ABSTRACT 
This study examined the effects of family structure and parenthood on academic performance of students in Ilorin west LGA, kwara state. The main purpose of the study was to examine the relationship between family structure, parenthood and academic performance. Three hypotheses were postulated to guide the study. The study made use of survey research design. A total number of one hundred (100) samples used for the study were selected from the population of the study through simple random sample technique. The data obtained were analyzed using descriptive statistics while the hypotheses were tested using t-test statistics, tested at 0.5 level of significance. The result reveals that there is significant difference between the academic performance of students who live with their parents and those who do not live with their parents. The result also reveals that there is significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed. In addition, the result reveals that there is significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who are not. Finally, the results reveal that there is significant difference in the students` academic performance based on the family structure. Based on the results this study, it was recommended that the government should provide schools with adequate funds, while students from broken homes should be given proper guidance and counselling concerning their psychological needs and social problems towards their studies for appropriate discipline.






TABLE OF CONTENTS
TITLE PAGE									i
CERTIFICATION									ii
DEDICATION									iii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS							iv
ABSTRACT									vi
TABLE OF CONTENTS								vii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study								1
Statement of the Problem								7
Purpose of the Study								10
Research Questions								10
Research Hypotheses								11
Scope of the Study									11
Significance of the Study								11
Operation Definition of Terms							14

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW
Concept of Family 									17
Concept of Family Background 						19
Overview of Family Structure							20
Effects of Single Parent Families and two Parent Families on the Academic Performance of Children								23
Parental Involvement on Children’s Academic Performance		26
Family Size on Pupils’ Academic Performance				44
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed						47
CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research Design 									51
Population										52
Sample and Sampling Technique						52
Research Instrument								52
Validity of the Instrument							53
Reliability of the Instrument 							53
Method for Data Collection							53
Data Analysis									54
CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS
Results										55
Discussion of Findings								59
CHAPTER FIVE:  SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary										63
Conclusion										64
Implication of the Study								64
Recommendations 									65
Limitations of Study 								66
Suggestions for Further Studies							66
REFERENCES									67
APPENDIX									72







CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
The family is the smallest unit of every society and the first school of a child. This means that the family is where a child learns his language, values and behaviours. Education begins at home and parents are the first teachers that interact with the child. A child always watches and learns from his parents. That is the reason Latu (2018) stated that a child grew up and often imitated his parents, and would continue to do so throughout his schooling. 
Academic performance is an important parameter in measuring success in students. Vedel and Poropat (2017) defined academic performance as the extent to which an individual, typically a student had achieved an educational goal. Kim (2017) referred to academic performance as metrics that measured and tracked academic progress and achievement. It is also a very important tool with which the success, ability and capability of a student to contribute to the development of a society is measured. Of recent, there have been major complaints of a decline in academic performance of students in Nigeria. The decline was affirmed by Soyinka (2013) who stated that academic standard had fallen drastically and the quality of graduates being produced by the nation’s schools was questionable and subject to re-examination. This may be as result of many factors, especially family structures, since the family or the parents are the first socializing agents the child gets to know at the beginning of his life.
The issue of family has been a major focus of research in recent time. Past and public debates of the role of the family in modern societies have been prevalent in different countries. Families have changed in structure globally since the 1960s till date. Most prominently, the overall size of families has declined, following a general decrease in total fertility levels across virtually every nation. Kapella and Christiane (2010), in their studies, observed that the idea of one standard nuclear family model was being replaced by a variety of different alternative family structures and lifestyles. 
Amato and Anthony (2014) defined a family as a group of two or more people (one of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing. According to Sharma (2013), family comprises people ordinarily living in the same house, unless work, study, imprisonment, confinement, foreign sojourn, or any other exigencies compelled. Pasley and Petren (2015) defined family structure as the members of a household who were linked by marriage or bloodline. Examples of a family structure are the nuclear or traditional families which consist of a child or children and both parents (genetic parents). 
Barasa (2016) described the nuclear family structure as two parent families which were able to give more time, affection and supervision to their children than a single parent (as the two parents could relieve one another when they find that parenting is becoming difficult). Other types of family structures include single-parent households, adopting individuals and extended family systems living together. They are all a natural part of society.  
The single parent family is a type of family structure which consists of a single mother or father, who lives alone with his/her child or children. Salami and Alawode (2002) observed that at the moment, single parents were fast growing family patterns both within and outside Nigeria. According to them, the existence of such parents was formerly unknown in Nigeria and where it existed, they were ignored as seen as exceptional case. According to Benokraitis (2017), the percentage of single-parent households has doubled in the last three decades, but that percentage tripled between 2010 and 2015.  
Another example of a family structure is the step-family which consists of a child or children, a natural parent and a step-parent or common law partner who assumes parental obligations. Both the natural parent and the step-parent often have their own children from previous relationships, so the children get step-siblings. Polygamous family is another family structure. It is a marriage that includes more than two partners. It is a situation where a man marries more than one wife, giving rise to children from different mothers within a family. It is still common in Nigeria. 
Also, there is a relationship between family structure and academic performance. Research shows that children from a stable family background do better in school than those from an unstable family background (Egalite, 2016). Also, Barasa (2016) concurred with this when he said that the family was the bedrock of a child’s ability to succeed in his academic work. The changing structure  from the traditional family structure comprising parents and their children to other forms of family structures that provide an alternative dependence system  may have an influence on the academic performance in secondary schools’ as students depend on the family for academic, emotional and material support. Mulkey (2014) reported that growing up in a single-parent or reconstituted family, or living with a divorced parent has been shown to be a significant risk leading to school maladjustment and achievement problem. This effect may vary with the age of the child, needs and availability of economic resources. Oba-Adenuga (2019) stated that children required greater economic resources as they grew older. Peter (2016) found out that two-parent families were able to give more time, affection, and supervision to their children than single parents. Ella, Odok and Ella (2015) explained that the nuclear family, which consists of two parents (male and female) and children were held in esteem by society as being the ideal in which to raise children. In their opinion, such children receive strength and stability from the two parents structure, and generally, have more opportunities due to the financial ease of two parents. They also tend to fare better on a number of cognitive, emotional and behavioural needs.
More so, academic performance is very important in any educational setting, as it indicates the level of a student’s competence in respect of the academic content. Academic performance is represented by the actual mark obtained by the participants in an examination. Success is typically defined in terms of performance and this is why grades represent the most obvious and universally accepted index of academic performance in the educational context (Hampden-Thompson & Pong, 2010). Hence, academic performance of a student determines whether he is successful or not. Therefore, it is crucial to know and understand which factors are responsible for determining, predicting or causing variance in academic performance. 
Porumbu and Necsoi (2013) and Oba-Adenuga (2019), in their studies, discovered some factors that determine students’ performance. They identified personal and socio-economic background, internal state (intelligence, state of health, motivation, anxiety, etc.) and their environment (availability of a suitable learning environment, adequacy of educational infrastructure like textbooks and well-equipped laboratories) as the possible variables that could determine academic performance. Donkor (2010) argued that home environment factors were more important factors which determined students’ academic performance. Hence, it attracted the interest and concern of teachers, counsellors, psychologists, researchers and school administrators in Nigeria (Single-Rushton & McLanahan, 2014). 
Again, family lays the psychosocial, moral and spiritual foundations upon which the overall development of the child can take off. A mother's role in laying the right foundation cannot be over-emphasized. Likewise, studies on father-child relationship suggest that the presence of a father in the home influences significantly the development of a child (Ushie, Emeka, Ononga & Owolabi, 2012) Thus, parenthood is a responsibility that requires the full cooperation of both parents who must ensure the total development of their children. Porumbu and Necsoi (2013) study confirmed that, many children who lived with single parent families had low test scores and school grades, poor school attendance and low educational aspiration. Many studies have been conducted on the academic performance of students in secondary schools but there are few studies on family structure and academic performance. It is against this background that the study examined the effect of family structure on the academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area (LGA), Kwara, Nigeria.
Statement of the Problem
Reviewed literature indicated that there is an awareness of the importance of the home environment or family on pupil’s/student’s academic performance. The home has a great influence on the students’ psychological, emotional, social and economic state. In the view of Ajila and Olutola (2007), the state of the home affects the individual since the parents are the first socializing agents in an individual’s life. This is because the family background and context of a child affect his reaction to life situations and his level of performance. Although, the school is responsible for the experiences that make up the individual’s life during school periods, yet parents and the individual’s experiences at home play tremendous roles in building the personality of the child and making the child what he is. Thus, Ichado (1998) concluded that the environment in which the student comes from can greatly influence his performance at school.
Although, the home environment or family has been recognized as having a lot of influence on the academic performance of students (Nzewuawah 1995); Ajila and Olutola 2007). Previous studies have been concentrated on the area of socio-economic status of parents. Other aspects of parental environment such as the structure of the family have been grossly neglected. Yet, Ichado (1998) stated that parent’s constant disagreement affects children emotionally and this could lead to poor academic performance in school.
The family lays the psychosocial, moral and spiritual foundations in the overall development of the child. While the” mother’s significant role in this cannot be over-emphasized. Studies on father-child relationship suggest that the presence of a father in the home influences significantly the development of a child (Agulanna 1999). Thus, parenthood is a responsibility requiring the full cooperation of both parents who must ensure the total development of their offspring(s).
Structurally, a family is either broken or in-tact. A broken family in this context is one that is not structurally intact for various reasons; death of a parent, divorce, separation, dissertation and illegitimacy in which case, the family was never completed (Conkline 1996). This analysis becomes necessary because life in a single parent family can be stressful for both the child and the parent. Such families are faced with the challenges of diminished financial resources (Children’s Defence Fund 1994), assumptions of new roles and responsibilities, establishment of new patterns in intra-familial interaction and reorganization of routines and schedules (Agulanna Uwaifo 002 1999). These conditions are not conducive for effective parenting. This is because when the single parent is overburdened by responsibilities and by their own emotional reaction to their situation, they often become irritable, impatient and insensitive to their children’s needs (Nzewunwah 1995). It is against this general background that this study was conceived to investigate the effect of family structure in the academic performance of students in Ilorin west LGA Kwara state.
Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study was to examine the effect of family structure on the academic performance of selected secondary students in Ilorin west LGA Kwara state, while other purposes were to
i. examines the significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed.
ii. examine the significant difference in the students academic performance based on their family structure.
iii. to examine the differences between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents?
iv. to examine  the difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not?
Research Questions
The following questions were raised to guide the study.
1. Is there any significant difference between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents.
2. Is there any significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed.
3. Is there any significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not.
Research Hypotheses
Three hypotheses were postulated to guide the study. 
H01:	There is significant difference between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents.
H02:	There is significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed.
H03:	There is significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not.


Scope of the Study
	The research work is design to assess the effects of family structure and parenthood on the academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA, kwara state. 
Significance of the Study
Practically, the finding of this study will be useful to the following: the teachers, students, parents, school guidance counselors, Parents Teachers Association (PTA), educational administrators and the society at large.
	The finding of the study will be of immense help to the teachers. The teachers will realize the necessity of individualizing their teaching by structuring their teaching methods and instructional resources to take care of the divergent parental backgrounds of the students. This method may yield more positive result than the traditional system which assumes that all children have similar family background. The findings of the study will also help teachers to exercise patience with slow-learners as they vary methods of instruction to accommodate divergent family background.
	The findings will be of immense importance to students. The students will realize that their poor performance might not necessarily be their fault alone, especially those from low status families. Such knowledge will go a long way to reduce frustration in the students and also reduce drop-outs which occur as a result of frustration. Rather, the students should be made to adjust and help themselves by studying hard at home and also make proper of the books and materials that are provided for them at the school library.
	Through the findings of this study, parents will realize the importance of improving their educational standard so as to influence their children’s academic performance. Parents will also understand the need for them to improve their socioeconomic status so as to be able to provide the necessary motivation in form of learning materials and other things which will enhance their children’s learning and their academic performance. They will equally acknowledge the importance of positive motivations and encouragement and provide some, by making the family environment more conducive for their children.
The school guidance counselors will also benefit from the findings of this study. They will be in position to guide and counsel students in the area of personal social interactions, academic performance and career choice.
The findings of the study will help Parents Teacher Associations (PTA) of schools in promoting the academic performance of student. This is because at PTA meetings, parents know their functions and responsibilities at home, to help solve their children’s problems both home and school environment.
The findings of the study will be of immense help to educational administrators.
They will use the findings in the formulation of policy that will regulate equal educational opportunities for all children irrespective of their family background in the distribution of equipment, facilities and amenities to schools.
The findings of this study will help the society at large in identifying how family
environmental variables such as what parents’ level of education, parents’ income, parents’ occupation, parents’ motivation and family size on student’s academic performance. This will act as a check on increasing low academic performance among students, occasioned by the fact that some parents, teachers and counselors do not have adequate knowledge/input required of them.
Operation Definition of Terms
The following operational terms are used in this study
Family: A family is a group of people related either by birth or by blood. It consists of the father, mother, children and their relations.
Family structure: this refers to the combination of relatives that comprises a family. Classification on this variable considered the presence or absence of legally married spouses 
Academic Achievement: is the sum total of the adolescents educational performance in the school system. This is observable through teachers made test which may be oral or written tests. Formative and summative evaluations are used to determine the students’ academic achievement. Adolescent: is the personality involved in the transitional period between childhood and adulthood, for this study, the ages of students fall within 15-19 years with a mean average age of 16.5 years.
Socio-economic Status (SES): this is the socio-economic position of individual or family in a society. For this study, the socio-economic position of an individual or family in a given society is measured by parental education, level of income and occupation.
Parental Variable: that exerts influence on the academic achievement of students includes: family size, parental socio-economic status, parental occupation, parental level of education, home encouragement and many other parental variables.
Disrupted Family: A family in which there is continued marital conflict between the husband and the wife. A family that is disorganized within itself. The couple may stay together but no unity in their home. It is also a family where there is bitterness and tension between the parents.
Divorced family: A type of family where there is disorganization and separation between husband and wife resulting in dissolution of the marriage.
Monogamy: This consists of the husband and wife alone with their children living together.
Polygamy: This is where the husband has more than one wife, the man lives together with the wives and the children of different mothers.








CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
This chapter reviewed related literature according to the following sub-headings:
· Concept of Family
· Concept of Family Background 
· Overview of Family Structure
· Effects of Single Parent Families and two Parent Families on the Academic Performance of Children
· Parental Involvement on Children’s Academic Performance
· Family Size on Students’ Academic Performance
· Appraisal of the Literature review
 
Concept of Family 
Family has been described at the smallest, most personal and not intimate of social groups. It is the most important secondary group and the smallest social unit in the society.  Odo (2010) defined family as “a social group sharing a common residence and co-operating economically”. The author went further to assert that the institutions of the family is usually based on the marriage of one or more sexually co-habiting couples and usually there is the expectation of having children for whom the adults of the family accept responsibility. Alio (2015) observed that the family is also the most personal social organization, for nothing is more personal than the interaction and relationship between members of a family. He further said that married couples without children, though bound by the strongest personal ties do not constitute a family for such ties can conceivably exist among couples who are not married. For him, what gives a family its character are children, for only in such a family can that intimate, personal relationship be established by which the family can perform its functions of rearing, protecting and educating the children, transmitting to them the social values it has inherited and a special bond between all the members. This kind of family setting is similar to the Nigerian traditional idea of family. Traditionally, it is believed that it is the children that cement the union of a man and a woman together and makes it a lasting and a intimate one. The secondary aim of this union is procreation. 
Family can be classified into nuclear and extended form. Nuclear family is basic form of family organization. It is made up of the father (husband), mother (wife) and children. The children may be the biological offspring; of the couple or/and the adopted members of the family. According to Okafor (2012), the adoption of a child into the family is a common culture in the British society, but less so in Nigerian society. He added that nuclear family is found common among the urban city elites in Nigerian society or as a component in extended, nuclear and compound family in Nigerian rural areas. The author maintained that one of the characteristics of the nuclear family is that is tends to break up when the children marry, when the parents die or at any point in human cycle. According to him, the male raised in a nuclear family usually begins his life in house hold headed by his parents and concluded his life in a family that he himself heads. 
Extended family is the type of family that comprises of the father (husband) his wife (mother), their children, the husbands and the wife’s relations etc. Alio (2015) pointed out that the extended system is a dispersal version of the joint family and the members of the constituent groups do not all live together in one dwelling. To him, the extended kin-group includes a span of three or four generations within the total household or closely adjacent households. The extended family system is commonly a characteristics of most African society. Many Nigerian societies do not believe in nuclear family but in modern times, urbanization and economic pressures are discouraging extended family ties. However, extended family system is the popular and most common type of family arrangement in the Nigerian society. Anybody who fails to practice or show interest in the extended relations is regarded as a wicked and hopeless human being by members of the society.
Concept of Family Background 
Family background plays a very big role on a child’s life. Family background refers to all the objects, forces and conditions in the family which influence the child physically, intellectually and emotionally (Muola 2010). Children coming from different family backgrounds are affected differently by such variations and that is why some children have good family background while the family background of others are poor. 
Citing Fleege, Eke (2019) noted that with some families, the background may vary from time to time for the same individuals. The author further stated that because it is parents who are primarily responsible for establishing the family and exercise control over it, they are responsible for the type of family background that exists. This means that parental attitudes are very important in promoting healthy family background, and healthy family background is possible when parents adapt to the culturally defined roles of parents to the needs of the changing young generation. 
Overview of Family Structure
Generally, most youngsters were born to and raised by marital parents. In current decades, the living plan of youngsters has turned out to be progressively shifted and unsteady (Kreider, 2017).  Although most youngsters still live in wedded groups of both parents, the extent has declined after some time. In 2009, 67% of youngsters lived in this family structure, though in 1970, this figure was 84% (Kreider, 2017; U.S Census Bureau, 2010). Around 23% of youngsters lived in single-parent families in 2009 versus 11% out of 1970. Approximately one half of children can hope to spend some portion of their adolescence outside of a wedded parent family (Bumpas & Lu, 2000). These examples are more articulated among minority and low-income youngsters. In 2009, 35% of black youngsters lived in two parent wedded families, and half lived in single-parent families. Among Hispanic youngsters, 64% lived in two parent wedded families and 25% lived in single parent families in 2009. The practical identical figures for white youngsters were 76% and 18% respectively (Kreider, 2017; U.S Census Bureau, 2010). Half of poor youngsters live in a solitary parent family (Fields, 2012). In any case, Marks (2006) in a cross country investigation testing the impact of family structure on academic accomplishment, found that in all nations the  impact of family structure declined by a quarter and a half when considering a family’s financial foundation (Marks, 2006).
Research recommends that youngsters encounter better instructive, social, intellectual and behavioral results when they live with two marital parents instead of other family unit, for example, stepparent and single-parent homes or families (Artis, 2017; Broman et al., 2008). Researchers concur that these examples are as a result of an arrangement of commitments and prizes that characterize marriage in the United States, yet additionally mirror the financial and enthusiastic assets that selects  a few grown-ups into stable relational unions (Fomby et al., 2011). Together, determination and insurance forms shape child  nurturing, parent-youngster connections, accessibility of social help, organization of the home, and family time use in ways that are worthwhile to youngsters (Amato, 2010; Foster & Kalil, 
2007)
The family structure of children at any age is just a point on a family structure way (Wu & Martinson, 1993). Separation, cohabitation and remarriage imply that these ways may include numerous changes between family structure statuses. Thus, dynamic measures of family structure; understanding of a progress, aggregate checks of changes, and change categorizations have added logical capacity to models of child wellbeing and academic attainment well beyond static family structure measures. These examples cover a scope of formative pointers however, for the most part grounded for conduct issues. Some proof proposes that they are likewise very articulated during early adolescence (Cavanagh et al., 2016)
Effects of Single Parent Families and two Parent Families on the Academic Performance of Children
Youngsters brought up in agreeable, two-parent family units have a tendency to be better than youngsters in single parent family unit. The amicable two parent families will most likely cut down levels of pressure and likelihood of partition (Parke & Ooms, 2014). These youngsters have basically higher scholarly rankings than youngsters in other family sorts. Youngsters living in marital parent family units will most likely enter secondary school than youngsters that do not (McLanahan & Sandafur, 1994). However, youngsters in this family unit have substantially less behavioral issues than youngsters in other family sorts. The parents have reliably been seen to have the ability to contribute additional time and money related help to the youngsters. The organized dually headed family unit gives sufficient parental contribution, guidance, hope, support, time, and direction. These different parts serve to be imperative to youngster’s academic attainment.
As per Maduewesi & Emenogu (2017) the existence of single-parenthood was dusky and where they existed they were neglected as remarkable cases. Nowadays, there are rapidly growing family forms through Ghana. In Ghana, among the Akans, the parental parts are culturally determined as well as distributed. The maternal parts are that of child raising and household training, whiles the paternal parts are that of budgetary commitments and supervision of youngsters. Children are ethically, rationally upright and economically adjusted when the thoughtful commitments are finished by the two parents. Sociology of education makes us realize that the family is the vital basic social hoard that youngsters initially has a place with, cooperate with, and this group has a crucial part to play on the youngster's physical, mental and moral advancement. The family sets up the structure of instruction before the youngster appears in class and the identity that the youngster takes to class is controlled by the home (family).
Fadeiye (1985) pointed that parents have their own specific parts to play in children’s training. The father is relied upon to give each vital gadget to the educational progression; in any case, the mother is required to supplement the endeavors of the father. However, for a circumstance where the father is truant and the mother is not sufficiently favored to give sustenance to all the basic and central needs and furthermore regulating the academic performance of the child, by inspecting the academic proceedings of the child or by inspecting their notes or books every day, the child will wind up bringing poor academic results. Moreover giving of counseling when required will impact the instructive state or level of the child. Indications by Nwachukwu (2018) showed that children from single parent families are additionally undermining, hyperactive and forceful in nature.  Broad extent of the issues single parent families have is relative as compared to those for two parent families. Anyway these issues have all the earmarks of being hard to endure or overseen when the house is being guided by only one individual. For example, children feel unfriendly towards their parents as they grow-up and endeavor to be free. However, in a situation where the shock and obstruction are altogether organized towards one individual, it may seem, by all accounts, to be unpleasant,  if there is only one individual to hold up to  it, not for the two to share. There are a couple of issues that are outstanding, which are simply  raised up to by  single parents, which makes  it to some degree hard to bring up children. These issues include: force towards the inattentive partner, forlornness, neediness and instability about bringing up children alone without help (Nwachukwu, 2018)
Generally, it is assumed that children from broken homes have higher rate of academics, enthusiastic and social issues than other youngsters from set up homes. Information by National Association of Educational Procurement (NAEP, 1986) data exhibited that third graders living with one parent score fundamentally lower than third graders living with the two parents (Natriello et al., 1990). In the event that there ought to be an event of detachment or death of a parent, children are presented to some level of genuine risk  signs of poor mental similarity, conduct and social issues, low confidence and poor performance in school. Ortesse (2018) found that most children whose fathers have been missing while they were at ages one to five of life were more mentally , psychopathically  and criminalistics in nature than those whose  guardians were accessible during  this period. As per Ortesse (2018), a child from flawless homes will be managed, uniquely related and could sensibly be normal. This is a direct result of the truth that the procedure of socialization depends on both parents expecting correlative parts in bringing up a child.
Parental Involvement on Children’s Academic Performance
Parental involvement is a multidimensional idea that incorporates a variety of parental practices. It is imperative to view and measure parental involvement as a multidimensional idea, since investigation has shown that few kinds of parental involvement may have more impact on the academic attainment of children (Jeynes, 2015). Most examinations tend to center around parental involvement at home and at school (Powell et al., 2012). Bakker et al  (2017) perceived three sorts of parental involvement: parent’s conduct towards and exercises with  their children at home, parent’s  interest in school and correspondence amongst parents and school.
Parental involvement does emphatically impact the academic accomplishment of children (Epstein, 2011). Parental involvement with respect to its idea and definition is regularly not distinct as utilized as a part of research, which prompts the conclusion that in examining the occurrence of parental association, numerous variables and their relations ought to be considered (Patall et al., 2008). Smit et al. (2017) indicates that the association of parents in the childhood and instruction of their own children both at home and at school is what he regarded as parental involvement. The role of parental involvement in children's education has turned into a focal issue in educational approach and research. 
Research discoveries bolster the presence of a positive connection between parental involvement and academic achievement, particularly in secondary schools. Notwithstanding, recent awareness in regards to the nature and greatness of the impacts of parental contribution in high training is conflicting and restricted in scope (Singh et al., 1995). In both the home and school settings, parents assume a critical role. Generally, higher accomplishments of children in dialect and arithmetic, enrolment in additionally difficult projects, greater academic persistence, better conduct, better social aptitudes and adjustment to class, better participation and lower drop-out rates is related to parents contribution (Henderson & Mapp, 2012).
In the field of hypothetical structures for parental involvement, Epstein's (2001) typology for various levels of parental contribution is extensively seen. Epstein (2011) recognized six sorts of parental involvement in children's education: child nurturing, imparting, volunteering, learning at home, basic leadership and promotion and working together with the society. However, Epstein (1989) has reviewed home segments that add to academic accomplishment. Epstein views that, refinements in children's motivation and learning can be to some degree spoken to by how much the environment of the school and home overlay. Epstein's model of education socialization (Target Structures) perceives six (6) interrelated parts of home conditions that are helpful for academic accomplishment.
1. Task structure-  This prescribe  preschoolers who are viably masterminded  in  school  and  are more arranged for its formal beginning, have more uplifting mentalities and experience less review maintenance. 
2. Authority structure- Children ought to have duties and partake in family decision-making.
3. Reward structure- Headway and advance in the learning of children ought to be perceived by guardians and assess and compensate them. 
4. Grouping structure- Parent/s should impact children's relationship with relatives and companions. Epstein prescribes that schools can achieve more to encourage parent/s influence utilization of the associate to amass in mingling scholarly progression or execution. 
5. Evaluation structure- Parent/s ought to create models and techniques for judging execution. Clear and sensible models that are passed on warmly and conveniently can raise inspiration. 
6. Time structure- Parent/s ought to deal with children's opportunity adequately for schoolwork and different exercises. 
Epstein trusts that parent/s that deal with kids' opportunity adequately bolster the finish of both school and non-school errands.
	In today’s fast-paced society, families are finding it more difficult to stay connected with their children’s education (Epstein, 2011). Increasingly, in the modern family, both parents work outside of the home (Benson, 2012). In the report “Every child learns, Every child succeed,” Alberta’s commission on learning (2013) found that often the family is led by a single parent with little or no help from extended family members.
	Further more, the extended family has become significantly less extended as mobility has increased. parents are becoming isolated from their children and finding it difficult to keep a careful watch on what needs to be done to help them succeed in school. Many families are not even led by a parent, but by a grandparent, guardian, or some other adult (Benson, 2012). In what is sometimes called a traditional family environment, parents, usually including a stay-at-home mother, were able to monitor the school work of their children carefully and in turn to ensure to a much greater degree than in today’s non-traditional family that student performance remained high in factors such as engagement, academic achievement, attendance band attitude toward school. (Deslandes 2005).  
	Parents attended parent/teacher interview sessions and found out at first had just how productive and engaged their children were in the process of school (Weiss et al, 1998). Report card were valued and trusted in the home as an accurate reflection of academic achievement (Guskey, 2012). Parents were able to keep in touch with the school and the life of their children in the institution, and to monitor success or lack thereof.
	When children came home from school, home work was completed assignment finished, tests studied for and snacks eaten, more often than not at the kitchen table under the watchful eye of a parent. Just as this traditional family may have existed it may also have been a figment of society’s collective imagination. Whether it existed or not, however, there is no denying that the school to home connection at least for middle class in Nigeria, was in place and effective at keeping parent involve in the education process. 
	Many parents worked closely with their children, in cooperation with the school, and marked academic success occurred (Epstein, 2011). With the changes in family life and indeed in societal makeup, schools are now finding it increasingly difficult to keep parents informed of and actively engaged in the day-to-day progress of their children ( Deslandes & Bertrand, 2015). Teachers and administrators are discovering that the support they once received in getting students to do their homework is not there, because the parents are not at home to assist their students complete their assignments. Even if parents are present, home work turns out to be a major issue within the home environment (Allen, 2010). A 1997 report by public Agenda online states, “Homework is the vortex where teacher complaints and parental pressures seem to converge. In many households, it is hinder that ignites continues family battles and a spawning ground for mixed signals and even some resentment between teachers and parents”.
	For parents, staying connected to the day-to-day school life of their children has become different. Perhaps they will find it easier to stay connected through the use of technology. Many web-enabled software management programs are available, such as students Achieve, Desire to Learn, and Edline. In a study of computer use in the home in 2003, Statistics Nigeria (2014) found that 60% of Nigerian households had at least one number who used the Internet regularly. This was a 5% increase from 2002, an increase that built on grains of 19% and 24% respectively observed in 2000 and 2001. The trend certainly indicates are increase in these communication that schools can explore.
	However, even if the possibly exists for increased parents involvement and high school student performances factors such as engagement, academic achievement, all endurance and attitude success. Epstein’s (2011) and Allen (2010) claim that Increased parent Involvement will result in greater student engagement, productivity and academic success. Epsteins’s research, for the most part, relates to the Influence of parent involvement in the lives of elementary aged students. Research findings show that parent’s involvement in children’s learning activities positively Influence their levels of achievement and motivation to learn.
(Eptein, 2011). Many studies indicate the Influence of parental invitation upon Student’s in secondary school education make a differences. Similarly, parental influence on a student’s academic success in high school may be a factor that cannot be ignored.
	Data from the public use files of the National Educational study of 1998 (NELS: 88) are enhancing the study of parental involvement in secondary education. Research using these data reveals that in the junior half of secondary school (middle grade) parents are mostly involved in the daily supervision of children’s lives and educational activities. These activities include establishing family rules for the supervision of student’s homework, TV viewing, and curfews, and discussing career aspirations and plans about senior secondary school (High school) programs. Most parents are trying to supervise and guide their children during the three (3) junior half of secondary school, but with limited assistance from school. They are more likely to supervise and set rules about activities that families traditionally control (such as doing family chores) than about activities for which they lack information (such as improving report card grades).
	In secondary school, parental involvement of drops as parents loosen their daily supervision of their teenagers, but parents become more concerned about the learning opportunities that senior secondary school provide parental involvement during senior secondary school increases parent-school communications about school programs and student progress and parent participation as volunteers at school (Garland, 2007). As children move from the junior secondary school to the last years of senior secondary school, parents also crystallize their educational expectations for their children. As students near senior secondary school graduation, parents become increasingly concerned about their teen’s further education and about the effects of senior secondary school programs on post secondary opportunities (Garland, 2017).
	Investigations shows that the effects of family practices on student academic success tend to vary by age and are strongest for elementary school children. By for the most important effect that is consistent across studies is that of parent’s educational aspirations for their children. High parental aspirations tend to positively influence student’s levels of achievement in secondary and secondary education (Stone, 2011). A number of studies reported that the academic achievement of secondary school students is positively affected by other indicators of parental involvement, including parent and student matters. (Sui-chu & Williams, 2016, Muller, 2013), argued that the parental supervision and monitoring of student progress and to a lesser extent, parent participation in school-related activities, (volunteering and parent-teacher organizations) (Stevenson & Baker, 1987). 
	Most of the above studies examine the effects of parental involvement in junior secondary school rather that in senior secondary school. some negative effects of parental involvement on student’s achievement are also reported for a number of parental involvement indicator: parent’s close supervision of homework and after school activities (Muller, 1993), frequent contacts with school or parent-teacher conferences (Muller, 1993) and frequent talks with children (Astone 1991) Thus, both positive and negative effects are reported by different researchers for parent communications with the student or school, and for parental monitoring of student’s behaviour.
	In cases where negative effects are reported, researchers interpret them as indicating parent’s them as indicating parent’s efforts to help children with low academic performance or behavioural problems in the study by Suichu and Williams (2016). Some of the negative effect of frequent communication with school on S.S 2 Students achievement is mediated by student’s problematic behaviour and performance. The authors recognize the need to include more detailed measures of behavioural and learning difficulties in order to fully account for this negative effect. 
	Schmidt (1998) argued that the fact that student’s performance was positively associated with parent involvement in their lives highlights a basic understanding about the important role of parent’s at this stage in their children’s lives. Parents at this stage in their children’s lives. Parents should not place undue limits on adolescent’s movement and freedoms, nor excuse them from their responsibility. Parents should establish expectations for  adolescents that are reasonable yet challenging. they should not isolate adolescents from adult role models. Parents need to be available to their adolescent children to discuss issues of relevance and importance to the adolescents themselves. Finally, parents should not look to limit adolescent’s boundaries, but work to expand their horizons. 
	Epstein, Sanders, Simon (2012) draw three key conclusions about parental involvement. Firstly, parental involvement tends to decline across the grades unless schools make conscious efforts to develop and implement partnerships with parents. Reasons for this declining pattern include parent’s lack of familiarity with curriculum at the senior secondary school, adolescent’s preferences to have their parents stay involved in less visible ways, parent’s decisions to return to the work force once their children gain more independence and secondary teachers awareness of how to effectively involve parents at the higher levels.
	Second, affluent parents tend to be involved in school more often and in positive ways, where as economically distressed parents have limited contact with schools, and usually in situations dealing with student’s achievement or behavior. Schools that work on building relationships with all parents, however can equalize the involvement of all socioeconomic groups, finally, single parents, employed parents, fathers and parents who live for from the school, on average, are less involved in the school unless the school organizes opportunities that consider these parent’s needs and circumstances. Although these patterns are generally observable among schools, they can be overcome if schools develop programs that would not become involved on their own.
	The degree and nature of impact on student achievement is somewhat debated in the literature concerning the connection between parental involvement and student’s academic achievement suggests a “moderate to practically ‘meaningful” relationship. The relationship seems to be more general than specific, indicating that parental involvement has an overall effect on student’s success, rather than a direct effect on any particular subject area. Their research finds parent’s expectations and dreams for their children’s academic achievement are the strongest factor influencing student’s school performance.
	Despite the ambiguity in measuring the academic impact of parental involvement, various in-depth studies have established a relationship. Henderson and Berla (1994) synthesized over sixty students regarding the effects of family involvement on student achievement. Their work attributes to parental involvement effects that include higher grades and test scores, increased homework completion, improved school attendance, more positive attitudes, fewer discipline problems, increased senior secondary school completion rates, decreased school leaving rates, and greater participation in post secondary education. Importantly, like Epstein, Henderson and Berla suggest parent’s involvement can contribute to these outcomes from early childhood through senior secondary school.
	Studies conducted among specific grades and subject areas support the contention that parental involvement can influence student’s academic achievement regardless of the student’s age or subject. For example, Stegelin (2013), & Horovitz (2012) focused on early childhood education and literacy, noting a link between families who engage in literacy activities at  home and their children’s success with reading and writing. Strategies such as reading with the child, discussing stories, and creating a book friendly environment contribute to the development of children’s literacy skills and positive attitudes toward reading. Teacher’s attitudes toward involving parents influence the extent to which parents are involved in their children’s school.
	A report by West (2010) discusses an elementary teacher’s efforts to increase parent-teacher communication can motivate students to complete reading homework, which homework which results in better quiz and test score. This particular report demonstrates the importance of teachers initiating positive contact with parents, and the potential effect it can have on student’s achievement in school. Studies of the junior and senior secondary school reflect the above findings. It is recognized that adolescents both desire and require more independence. Van voorhis (2011) and Simon (2011) found that regardless of student’s background or prior school achievement, involving parents in various ways had a positive impact on achievement, attendance, behavior, and course credits completed. Significantly, parental guidance and support of their adolescent students is critical to secondary student’s school and future success (Sander & Epstein, 2010).
	Although parental involvement has reached a higher level of acceptance today as a key factor in improving schools, “acceptance does not always translate into implementation, commitment, or creativity” (Drake, 2000) central to the this challenge is educator’s and administration’s uncertainty about initiating and maintaining involvement that is meaningful and mutually beneficial for the practices involving parents seem to be those that embrace collaboration among teachers, parents, and students. Fundamental to this type of cooperation is a shared definition of “meaningful parental involvement”. There is evidence of disjuncture between professionals and parents understanding of partnership. Fine (1993) for example, claims a hierarchical relationship between teachers and parents prevails, such that professionals may assume parents regard their position equally influential, but parents themselves defer to professional’s expertise.
	Beck and Murphy (1999) agree that although schools set up structures, such as school councils or collaborative teams, decision-making ultimately rests in the professionals who possess specialized knowledge inaccessible to most parents. They further contend that organizational changes such as site-based decision making that attempt to include parents have the lease positive effect on parents of minority groups.
	Researching the effects of parent involvement practices on student achievement in American schools under the No Child Left Behind Act, Hedges, and Borman (2001) also found that programs which attempt to involve parents at the school through school-sponsored activities or governance structures have a negligible impact on student achievement. Rather, parent programs that provide resources and assistance that parents may use with their children at home are more likely to have an effect on student’s academic progress. Bowe, and Ball’s (1995) study of school choice in Britain is important when considering diversity among parents. The school choice movement assumes a monolithic parent group, the idea that parents can and will respond similarly to opportunities to make decisions for their children, or participate in their children’s schools is, in fact, erroneous. Their study highlighted that inequality in social and economic capital influence parent’s level of participation and ability to advocate for their children. Specifically, middle to upper income parents capitalize on opportunities to influence their children’s schooling, where as lower income parents are disadvantaged because of circumstance or skill. Crozier’s (2000) qualitative study of parents, teachers and students reinforces that “central to understanding the nature of the parent school relationship and the influences upon it is the issue of social-class”. Together Fine, Beck and Murphy, Bowe and Ball, and crozier point to the importance of dialogue between schools and families to identify encouraging and meaningful ways to engage all parents for the benefit of all children.
	Many studies have documented the importance of parental involvement in children’s homework. Callahan, and Hildreth (1998) find that parents involvement with at risk S.S 1 and S.S 2  students improved student’s home work performance central to this success, however, is the school’s development of training programs for parents which aim to provide parents with strategies for assisting and supporting their children at home. There is some indication in the research that frequency of parents helping their children with homework assignments.
	Demo, and Wedman (1998) report that when teachers prompt parents to become involved with math homework, parent involvement significantly increases. Importantly, this study shows that two parent families are more likely to help with homework than single parent families.
	Home circumstances and family structures are therefore necessary considerations for schools aiming to increase the level of parental involvement with homework. Tichener, and Mercedes (2003) offer specific strategies for parents to participate in schools. Suggestions include individual activities with children, setting up homework space and routine, discussing needed resources for home supervision with teachers, or reflecting on one’s own assumptions about school. Volunteering in the school and the community and other positive ways that parents can become involved, and on their own terms.
	Although certain types of parent involvement such as discussions about homework and school related topics have positive effects on homework completion, there is research that contradicts this finding. Cooper and Nye (2000) suggest that parenting Style plays a part in the effectiveness of parent’s involvement in their children’s homework. In their survey of over 700 parents of elementary, middle and high school students, two-thirds of parents reported helping their children with homework was negative or inappropriate specifically, in some cases parents helped their children with homework in order to have them finish it faster and in other  cases parents made homework completion more difficult for the student. These findings speak to the importance of school home discussions that will encourage interactions that support students learning.
Family Size on Students’ Academic Performance
	According to Alio (2015) family size has implication for education. The author emphasized that the size of the family determines to a great extent the relative amount of physical attention and time which each child gets from his parents. Large families are more common among the lower class of the society. Children in large families may suffer poverty and lack parental encouragement and stimulus which motivate their academic performance.
	Similarly, smaller family has been linked with high academic performance (Majoribank 2019) Majoribank further stressed that students with fewer siblings are likely to receive more parental attention and have support that leads to better school performance. Family (small or large size) remains the secondary environment of every child. The family begins the process of education and provides physical and psychological needs of the child. This supports the view of Maduewisi (2013), that the environment experience from family, peer group and school location have great influence in the determining child’s intellectual ability. She maintained that bright children from under-privilege family environment may turn dull due to impoverished family environment. She added that mental development influence intellectual development. This is in line with Hebb(1987) who observed that the innate potentials of children cannot be attained without adequate stimulating family environment because the child cannot do well intellectually. The implication is that proper stimulating family environment with intellectual potential and appropriate teaching methods will definitely enhance maximum performance of the child.
	Musgrove (2009) in their study attempted to investigate the relationship between student’s family size and their academic performance, they found that family size influence academic performance. Their study reveals that children from small families performed better at school than their counterparts from both average size and large family size.
	Furthermore, Yoloye (1989) conducted a study to see if the family background variables might be useful in explaining their academic performance. Some aspects of family background variables examined in the study include family size and parent’s educational status. His findings were naturally large, reduces the chances of children going to school in the first instance. In addition, children from such backgrounds who are in schools have reduced chances of achieving their goals. Thirdly, parents of such families are mostly illiterate and incapable of providing adequate motivation for their children in school compare with the literate nuclear families.
	The economic implication of large family size is better explain in Okuniyi (2014) who observed from his study that a families get larger, parent cannot give their children the same amount of individual attention. They could not afford to provide them with so many of the things which will help them to make the best possible use of their years at school such as, education aids, and quite comfortable rooms in which to do homework undisturbed by the television, outing to places of interest, leisure time pursuits, and opportunities for traveling. What is most probably important of all, according to him is the fact that parents large families were found not to talk with their children to the same extent as parents of small families.
Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
Amato and Anthony (2014) defined a family as a group of two or more people (one of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing. According to Sharma (2013), family comprises people ordinarily living in the same house, unless work, study, imprisonment, confinement, foreign sojourn, or any other exigencies compelled. Pasley and Petren (2015) defined family structure as the members of a household who were linked by marriage or bloodline. Examples of a family structure are the nuclear or traditional families which consist of a child or children and both parents (genetic parents). 
Barasa (2016) described the nuclear family structure as two parent families which were able to give more time, affection and supervision to their children than a single parent (as the two parents could relieve one another when they find that parenting is becoming difficult). Other types of family structures include single-parent households, adopting individuals and extended family systems living together. They are all a natural part of society.  
The single parent family is a type of family structure which consists of a single mother or father, who lives alone with his/her child or children. Salami and Alawode (2002) observed that at the moment, single parents were fast growing family patterns both within and outside Nigeria. According to them, the existence of such parents was formerly unknown in Nigeria and where it  existed, they were ignored as seen as exceptional case. According to Benokraitis (2017), the percentage of single-parent households has doubled in the last three decades, but that percentage tripled between 2010 and 2015.  
Another example of a family structure is the step-family which consists of a child or children, a natural parent and a step-parent or common law partner who assumes parental obligations. Both the natural parent and the step-parent often have their own children from previous relationships, so the children get step-siblings. Polygamous family is another family g structure. It is a marriage that includes more than two partners. It is a situation where a man marries more than one wife, giving rise to children from different mothers within a family. It is still common in Nigeria. 
Also, there is a relationship between family structure and academic performance. Research shows that children from a stable family background do better in school than those from an unstable family background (Egalite, 2016). Also, Barasa (2016) concurred with this when he said that the family was the bedrock of a child’s ability to succeed in his academic work. The changing structure  from the traditional family structure comprising parents and their children to other forms of family structures that provide an alternative dependence system  may have an influence on the academic performance in secondary schools’ as students depend on the family for academic, emotional and material support. Mulkey (2014) reported that growing up in a single-parent or reconstituted family, or living with a divorced parent has been shown to be a significant risk leading to school maladjustment and achievement problem. This effect may vary with the age of the child, needs and availability of economic resources. Oba-Adenuga (2019) stated that children required greater economic resources as they grew older. Peter (2016) found out that two-parent families were able to give more time, affection, and supervision to their children than single parents. Ella, Odok and Ella (2015) explained that the nuclear family, which consists of two parents (male and female) and children were held in esteem by society as being the ideal in which to raise children. In their opinion, such children receive strength and stability from the two parents structure, and generally, have more opportunities due to the financial ease of two parents. They also tend to fare better on a number of cognitive, emotional and behavioural needs.












CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
In this chapter, the researcher describes the procedures for carrying out the study on effects of family structure and parenthood on the academic performance of secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA of kwara state under the following sub headings;
· Research Design 
· Population of the Study, 
· Sample and Sampling Technique, 
· Research Instrument 
· Validity of the Instrument, 
· Reliability of the Instrument, 
· Administration of the Instrument
· Data Analysis.
Research Design
A descriptive survey design was used for this research. Clandinin, (2010), describe a descriptive research as a study to determine the nature of a situation as it exists at the time of the study. According to Kerlinger (2000), a descriptive survey research attempts to determine the incident, distribution and interpretation among sociological and psychological variables. Simon, (2000) also observed that the descriptive survey method enables the researcher to obtain opinion from the representative sample of the target population so as to be able to infer the perception of the entire population. Therefore a descriptive survey method was considered appropriate for this study because it is based on the views, opinions of respondents as well as resources available in the area of study.
Population
The target population for the study comprised all the public secondary school students in Ilorin West LGA of Kwara state.
Sample and Sampling Technique
The sample size for this study comprised One hundred (100) respondents selected from five secondary schools in Ilorin West LGA, kwara State. The research used the purposeful sampling technique to select five (5) public secondary Schools. Then, the simple random sampling technique was used to gather 20 students from each selected schools thereby making the total selected school students used for the study to be 100.
Research Instrument
The research instrument used for the study was a self-designed questionnaire titled “Family Related Issues and Academic Performance Inventory (FRIAPI)”. The questionnaire was divided into two sections. Section A comprised the demography data of respondents such as age, gender, class, etc, while section B was made up of items from the hypotheses structured in a-4 point Likert scale of Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly disagree (SD). The scoring of the items was as follows: SA = Strongly Agree (4), A = Agree (3), D = Disagree (2), SD = Strongly Disagree (1). 



Validity of the Instrument
		The validity of any instrument is the degree to which the instrument measure what it purports. Adenigbagbe (2015) defined validity as the extent (accuracy) to which a test measure what it sets out to measure. In order to ascertain the content validity of the instrument of this study, the draft was submitted to the supervisor for his suggestions. Constructive criticism, comments and suggestions made during the validation was used to revise the questionnaire before it was finally used to gather data from the targeted population. 
Reliability of the Instrument 
The face and content reliability was ascertained and the test re-test was used to check the reliability, and the result was 0.83 coefficient. The instrument was administered by the researcher and two assistants and it as confirmed highly reliable.
Methods of Data Collection
	A letter of introduction was obtained from the Head of Department Childhood Education, Ekiti State University, (College of Education, Ilorin Chapter) in order to solicit the response of the respondents. Permission was also sought from the head teacher before the study was conducted. The questionnaires were then distributed and explained to the respondents. The researcher provided necessary information for the study.
Data Analysis
The data collected was analysed and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and t-test statistics was used to test the hypotheses, tested at 0.5 level of significance. Using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) 21.0 model. 




 

CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
This chapter described the methods used in the presentation and analysis of data collected during the study. The data collected was analyzed and the results were presented using the weighted mean. A four point Likert scale item was developed using a decision rule.
Results
Presentation of Socio-Demographic Characteristics.
Below is the description of the socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents
Table 1:	Distribution by Sex of Respondents.
	
	Frequency
	Percent

	Male
	65
	65%

	Female
	35
	35%

	Total
	100
	100.0%


Source: field survey, 2024
Table shows gender distribution of respondents. 65% of the respondents are male while 35% are female.
Table 2:	Distribution by Age of Respondents.
	
	Frequency
	Percent

	11-12 years
	44
	44%

	13-15 years
	41
	41%

	16-17 years
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100.0%


Source: field survey, 2024
Table 2 shows the age distribution of respondents, 44% of the respondents are within the age range of 10-12 years, 41% of the respondents are within the age range of 13-15 years while only 15% of the respondents are within the age range of 16-17 years.



Table 3: Distribution by Class of Respondents.
	
	Frequency
	Percent

	JSS 1 
	40
	40%

	JSS 2
	45
	45%

	JSS 3
	15
	15%

	Total
	100
	100.0%


Source: field survey, 2024
Table 3, shows the class distribution of respondents. Majority of the respondents are in JSS 3 accounting for 45%
H01:  There is no significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed. 
Table 4: Analysis of mean performance of those students whose parents are employed and those students whose parents are unemployed
	
	Mean
	t-value
	p. value 

	Those students whose parents are employed
	66.2
	5.87
	0.05

	Those students whose parents are not employed
	53.4 
	
	


Source: field survey, 2024
The mean performance score between students whose parents are employed 66.2 and those students whose parents 53.4 hence the t-value cal is 5.87 at 0.05 degree hence the research two is rejected meaning it is significant.
H02: There is no significant difference between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents
Table 5: Analysis of mean performance of the students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents

	
	Mean
	t-value
	p. value 

	Those students living with their parents
	68.4
	3.41
	0.05

	Those students that did not live with their parents
	53.2 
	
	


Source: field survey, 2024
The mean performance score between students living with their parents and those who did not live with their parents is significant.
H03: there is no significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not.
Table 6: Analysis of mean performance of those students who received regular counseling and those students who do not received regular counselling
	
	Mean
	t-value
	p. value 

	Those students who received regular counseling
	67.2
	2.1
	0.05

	Those students who do not received regular counseling
	60.1 
	
	


Source: field survey, 2024
The mean performance score between students who received regular counselling is 67.2 and those students who received regular counselling  is 60.7 hence the t-value cal is 2.1 at 0.05 degree hence the research hypothesis three is rejected meaning that there is significant difference between students that received regular counseling and those that do not. 
Discussion of Findings
Hypothesis one states that there is no significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed. The result of the study rejected the null hypothesis and upheld the alternative hypothesis which stated there was significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed. The result agreed with the study by Olayinka, (2014) which found that working class parents tended to support their children in all their academic needs and it helped to boost their performance in school. However, the result disagreed with Wat’s, (2019) result which revealed that there was a relationship between socio-economic status and the level of students’ learning exhibited. Also, Tenibaje (2010) and Akinleke, (2012) stated that teacher/students relationship factor affected the students’ academic performance more than their parents’ socio-economic influence. This study disagreed with their results.
Hypothesis two that there is no significant difference between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents. The result of the study rejected the null hypothesis and therefore, upheld the alternate hypothesis which stated that there was significant difference between the academic performance of students who lived with their parents and those who did not live with their parents. The result agreed with the study by Amato and James, (2014) and (Bernardi, Härkönen and Boertien, (2013) who found that students from nuclear and stable families performed better due to family involvement at home than their counterparts from split homes. Also, the result corroborated the findings of Akinleke, (2017) who found a significant difference in the academic performance of students from single parent families and those from two parent families, that is, the academic performance of children from two parent families was better than those from single parent families. In addition, the result agreed with Wat, (2019) findings which found that most students from single parents performed far better than others who had two parents because those single parents gave their total efforts and guidance to their children. Those findings may be explained by the fact that children from two parent families experience sufficient care, attention, warmth, father-and mother-figure attachment and emotional stability that are characteristics of two parent families. On the other hand, children from single parent families may suffer distraction, emotional problems, disciplinary problems and insufficiency as the single parent may find it difficult to cater for the socio-economic needs of the child/children alone.
Hypothesis three states that there is no significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not. This study’s result rejected the null hypothesis and upheld the alternative which stated that there was significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not. This result agreed with the findings of Qaiser, Ishtiaq, and Zaitoon, (2012) who found that lack of parents’ participation affected students’ educational attainment negatively. Also, the result corroborated the findings of Azumah, Samuel, and Onzaberigu, (2018), Oba-Adenuga, (2019) and Wat, (2019) which indicated that, there was a significant difference in parental involvement in children’s academic performance. Also, the study by Latu, (2018) stated that children grew up to imitate their parents and listened to them and they would continue to do so throughout their schooling which was an indication of a significant relationship between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not. 













CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
The main purpose of this research was to find out the Effect of family structure and parenthood on Academic Performance of secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government of kwara State. The background of the study was clearly articulated and the statement of the problem was clearly made along with purpose of the study. Some research questions and hypothesis were also drawn to guide the study. 	The research design, area of study, population of study, sample and sampling technique, instrumentation, validation and reliability of instrument, method of data collection and analysis to be used were also discussed. After carrying out the research, data was presented, analyzed and findings were discussed.  Recommendation, conclusion, limitations and suggestion for further study was offered. 
Conclusion
The important points we should take into consideration in the description of the results of this study are that there is a significant difference between the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not. Also, that there is a significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed. The results have a great influence on parents’ attitude towards their children’s education, therefore, parents should properly monitor their children’s education in order to avoid their education maladjustment and achievement problem.
Implications of the study 
The findings of the study has academic, parenting and educational impact as it would help in educational policy making. This will help them to come out with polices that will make parents aware about the impact of their parenting on their children’s performance. The study would again help educators such as teachers, care givers and school administrators to educate parents on the need of their involvements in the children’s education. This will help to gather the right support from parents towards their children’s education in order to improve the educational knacks of students and advance the standard of education in the country. 
Recommendations 
The study therefore, recommended that: 
· Government should create counselling units in schools with adequate funds, while students from broken homes should be given proper guidance and counselling concerning the psychological needs and social problems on their studies for appropriate adjustment. 
· School counsellors should cultivate the need to emphasize the danger in parental separation during Parents Teacher Association (PTA) meetings. This would go a long way in couples in resolving their problems and learning to tolerate each other’s individual differences.
· Parents, religious leaders, teachers, counsellors and government must engage in enlightening parents and would be couples on the importance of family structure on the life of children. 
· Social policies should also be directed towards preserving the traditional nuclear family in the belief that the nuclear family is the best family structure for children’s well-being. 
Limitations of Study 
	The researcher could have chosen more areas to cover but because of financial constraints and time limit, owing to the fact that he has to go into the field to collect and analyze the information within a limited time and coupled with other problems such as transportation and fear of distortion in information, sampling was done to reduce the population to a manageable size.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Since this study is limited to few schools, it is therefore suggested that this study should be carried out in more schools and more local government areas in the state and country as a whole. Some other areas like the following could be researched on:
· “The effect of broken homes on academic performance of secondary school students”.
· “Way of reducing the effect of broken homes on academic performance of secondary school students”.
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APPENDIX 
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY, ADO EKITI
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
INFLUENCE OF FAMILY STRUCTURE ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN WEST LGA KWARA STATE.
I am an undergraduate student of the above named institution, undertaking my first Degree in Childhood Education; I am carrying out a research to establish the influence of family structure on academic performance of secondary school students children in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara state. I would greatly appreciate your assistance in answering the following questions.
You are urged to fill in this instrument and you are assured of utmost confidentiality.
							Yours faithfully,
Abdulrasaq	Abdulsamad	 
SECTION A: BIO-DATA
Name: ______________________________________________
School: ______________________________________________
Sex: Male ( ), Female ( )
Father’s level of education: Secondary ( ), SSCE ( ), Degree ( ), Others ( )
Parents occupation: Civil servant ( ), Public Servant ( ), self employed ( )
Religion: Islam ( ), 	Christianity ( )
Parent Economic status: 		Lower (_), Middle ( ), Upper ( )
Father’s number of wives:	1 ( ), 2( ), 3( ), 4( )
Section B: Instructions: Please read each questions carefully and select the most appropriate response that represent your opinion or experience. There are no rights or wrongs answer and your response will remain anonymous and confidential.
SA- Strongly Agreed				A- Agreed
D- Disagreed					SD- Strongly Disagreed
	S/N
	Items
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	RQ1
	Is there significant difference between the academic performance of students whose parents were employed and those whose parents were not employed
	
	
	
	

	1
	Parents' employment status has a positive impact on students academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Adequate support from parents, regardless of their employment status enhances school work.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Having both parents employed made it easier for students to focus on their studies.
	
	
	
	

	4
	The time parents spend at work negatively affects students ability to perform well in school.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Students academic success is independent of whether their parents are employed or not.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Parents' job security allows students to concentrate better on their academic tasks.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Students struggle more with schoolwork when their parents are not around due to their work commitments.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Parents' ability to provide academic resources (e.g., books, internet) is influenced by their employment status.
	
	
	
	

	RQ2
	Differences in the academic performance of students who lives with their parents and those who did not live with their parents? 
	
	
	
	

	9
	Living with parents positively influences students academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	10
	Students receive consistent support in their studies because they live with my parents.
	
	
	
	

	11
	Students academic success is directly related to the guidance received from their parents at home.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Having parents physically present at home helps students to stay focused on their studies.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Students are more motivated to excel academically because they live with their parents.
	
	
	
	

	14
	Parents regularly monitor children academic progress because they live with them.
	
	
	
	

	15
	Students have access to more academic resources (e.g., books, internet) because they live with their parents.
	
	
	
	

	RQ3
	Difference in the academic performance of students who received regular parental counselling and those who did not?
	
	
	
	

	16
	Regular parental counseling has given student an academic advantage over those who do not receive it
	
	
	
	

	17
	Regular parental counseling helps students manage thier time effectively for academic tasks.
	
	
	
	

	18
	Regular counseling from student’s parents positively influences their academic performance.
	
	
	
	

	19
	The academic advice and guidance receive from parents help students perform better in school.
	
	
	
	

	20
	The absence of regular parental counseling has led to a decrease in students academic confidence.
	
	
	
	

	21
	Students find it challenging to organize academic tasks without regular parental counseling.
	
	
	
	

	22
	The study strategies suggested by parents during counseling sessions have improved students academic results compared to those that who do not receive this support.
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