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ABSTRACT
This research was on attitude of parents towards girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara state. The population comprised of secondary school teachers in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. Three (3) research questions were raised for the study. The sample consisted of 150 respondents from five (5) selected schools. The method of selection was simple random sampling process. The instrument use to collect data was a questionnaire while the data collected were analysed using percentage, frequency count and means scores. The finding revealed among others that the causes of the problem of girl child education include: parent negative attitude towards education, Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education, Some religious practices do not favour girl education, Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education, Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education, Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl and Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education, with a sectional mean of 3.08. findings also revealed that the effect of the problem of girl child education include: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality with a sectional mean of 3.00. in addition, finding showed that the solutions to the problem of the girl child education include: Free education should, Compulsory education, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage, there should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education and there should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education with a sectional mean of 3.15. The study recommended that the government should make education free up to secondary school level in the Northern part of Nigeria so that girls from poor homes can benefit. The Ministry of Women Affairs should organize Public Enlightenment programmes on the consequences of early marriage of girls. It also recommended that Parents in Ilorin West local Government Area of Kwara State should have a positive attitude toward girl-child education. 
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background to the Study
Education is one of the basic means of human and cultural self-realization as well as a means of realizing the productive power of a nation. Education is better regarded as that form of learning which lead to the acquisition of knowledge, skills and attitude which enable one to adjust and contribute to the environment one find him/herself. It is that formal type received in institutions, as well as the type acquired in the informal setting, incorporating adult and non-formal education. It also embodies the various form of learning which lead to acquisition of permanent literacy (Akinkahunsi, 2019).
In a similar vein, education is the light that shows the way, medicine that cures and the key which opens all doors. Its relationship with development has been well established. One of the main aims of education is to train children for day to day living, which include enabling them to care for the need of the family as well as the nation. A successful education should also foster in children the joy and happiness of living and to help them to take their place in the society as well as balanced individuals. In his opinion Aliyu (2009), education improves health, productivity, bringing about empowerment and reduces negative features of life such as child labour. There have been important linkages between education and socioeconomic development of any society and the international community and governments all over the world have recognized and made commitments for citizens to have access to education. The importance of education in building an egalitarian society cannot be overemphasized. Probably, this was why the National Policy on Education (2014) states that every Nigerian child shall have a right to equal educational opportunities irrespective of any real or imagined disabilities, each according to his or her ability. Corroborating this fact Aliyu (2009) opined that because of the importance of education, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights stated that every person has a right to education. In 1990, the World Conference on ”Education for All” which took place in Jomtien, Thailand, declared among others that every person shall be able to benefit from educational opportunities designed to meet their basic learning needs.
The Christian missionaries in the 19th century opened modern educational methods, but they usually focused on boys. After early experiments they settled on promoting ideology of domestic femininity imparted through girls' schooling. Women's education in West Africa manifested in both formal and informal structures, with one of the more notable structures that had influence on women's education being preparatory schools labeled "Bush Schools." These bush schools were institutions that would oftentimes boast near 100% graduation rates and completed courses. They were organized by women and had a planned, structured curriculum, which included learning how to do skills such as learning how to "fish, cook, weave, spin cotton, dress hair, and make baskets, musical instruments, pots, and fishing nets. These schools didn't just teach educational curriculum (such as history passed on through songs and dances), but enabled the transmission of cultural values and were centres of female power. Despite the colonial and post-colonial ideal that women ought to be educated just to serve decorative or child-bearing maternal roles, these institutions taught women to play central economic, corporate and familial roles in their communities. The ideals of Western education have remained while much of the infrastructure and funding left with the colonial presence. Particularly in Nigeria, formal education was seen as a policy making tool, as women's formal education has been linked to having effects on "population growth, health, nutrition, fertility, infant mortality, and changes in women's productivity and earnings." Researchers have cited some disadvantages however to this reliance on women's formal education.
According to Muhammad, Lawal, Muhammed and Hamza (2014), Girl child education is that type of education which equips the women with all the necessary tools needed for the effective discharge of their own peculiar roles in the service of the nation and indeed, to booster their personal development as well. It is also an avenue that prepares an individual to acquire knowledge and skills that are life- long assets to them during the cause of their stay in this world. It is that process which becomes girl’s reality effective. An educated woman understands her world and deals with society well effectively.  The prosperity of a country depends not only on the strength of neither fortifications nor the abundance of its income, but depends on the number of well and quality based citizens, that is character, enlightenment and women education. Therefore, education is the right of every girl everywhere and also the key to transforming both the life of girl and the life of her community.
Researches have shown that girls without education are denied the opportunity to develop their full potential and to play a productive and equal role in their families, their societies, their country and their world at large. Girls` education has been viewed as a primary predictor for a number of development indicators including national fertility rates, infant mortality, family income and productivity. World Bank economists have recognized girls’ education as single development intervention with the greatest individual and social returns. It is not only important as a social indicator or an engine for economic development leading to a greater level of health, economy, security, liberty and participation in social and political activity, but can possibly yield higher rate of return than any other investment available in developing world. In realization of the importance of the female child, concerted efforts were mounted by the governments at various levels to improve female participation in education and redress the gender inequalities in education enrolment and retention 
However, the parents’ attitude towards their girl child’s education is important in determining her attendance and academic achievement of the girl child. Favourable and optimistic attitude towards education enhances parental involvement in their girl child’s present and future studies. Low socio economic status of the parent’s affects their attitude towards their children’s. In the recent years, the concept of education is beginning to be equated with learning, irrespective of where, when and how often it occurs. Parental attitude is a measure or an index of parental involvement. Family involvement in education has been identified as a beneficial factor in girl child learning. It is a key component of national educational policies and early childhood programs.
In a recent survey it was found that a child, brought up with affection and care in the least restrictive environment copes up better with the sighted world. Therefore, the family shapes the social integration of the child more than a formal school. The four basic parental roles- parents as educational decision makers include; parents as parents; parents as teachers and parents as advocates. It is essential that the home and school work closely together, especially for children with disabilities as the parents’ attitude is so important. The importance of parents being partners in the education of their girl child. The foremost role of any parents should be: firstly actively support and secondly enrich the educational processes. Taminu (2004), asserted that there are two important persons in any child’s educational life. One is his/her parents while the other one is the professional of that institute. He states that parents are recognized as the major teacher of their children while the professional should be considered consultants to parents.
Aliyu (2009), in his own opinion maintained that parental attitude can be negative or positive. The negative attitude of the parents regarding education and schooling can prevent the girl child from getting education. Positive attitude of the parents can be beneficial to their children in many cases and can be reflected in improvement in class performance, creating interest among children to learn, and higher achievement scores in reading and writing and academic achievement of the child. Favourable attitude towards the need for woman participation in all facet of the national development required that emphasis be laid on the education of the girl child just as it has been for boys since education is a process of acquiring knowledge, skills and attitude that enable the girl child to be useful to herself and contribute to the development of her society and nation at large (Shuabu, 2015). Hence, education of the girl child is a vital ingredient through which a nation can attain any development. 
In other word, Onoyase (2018),opined that the need for girl child education, is imperatively and indispensable for the socio-economic development of the Kwara State in specific and Nigeria in general to deny or discriminate girl child education which is key to enhancing their activities and productivity means we lost focus in education. But experience have shown that there can be no significant and sustainable transformation of the state and the country and reduction in poverty until the girl child receives basic education she needed so as to have her rightful place as equal partner in development. There is a popular belief that to educate a woman is tantamount to educating the whole nation. It is a common believe that to prepare a woman effectively for her multidimensional roles, she need to be functionally literate. A functional literate woman is expected to be able to read and write, to enable her cope with the modern challenges, especially at this period when some head of the families have not taken up their responsibility seriously (Taminu, 2004).
This position appears to contradict the attitude which some parents have toward the education of their female-child. Tomba and Tinkhoiling (2017), Stated that the girl-child education has been a burning and continues issue in the developing countries of which Nigeria is one. The girl-child education can be compared to a coin which has two sides. This is because in the northern part of Nigeria, the girl-child is not encouraged to go to school, whereas in the Southern part of the country, reverse is the case. For instance, Onoyase (2018), was of opinion that the there is a  glaring imbalance against girls in enrolment, attendance and completion rates in all levels of education in Nigeria particularly in northern parts of the country due to a variety of socio-cultural and religious factors. The female-child access to basic education especially in northern states of Nigeria appears to be something of great concern. He maintained that the ratio of boys to girls’ enrolment, retention and completion of secondary education particularly in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State remains alarmingly low. This is because it appears that only 20 percent of women in North-Eastern Nigeria might have been literate, culturally women are confined to their traditional roles with lots of sanctions imposed on them either by custom, norms or religion. Most parent still feel that training a girl means training her for her husband and only preparing her for home chores. It was a common belief that the education of girls end in the kitchen (Uzma, 2017). 
Statement of the Problem
It is a known fact in the world that education is the bedrock of every society and it requires to be given to all without considering the gender aspects. The problem of girl-child education is not a regional, state, National or continent but a global issue of concerned. Education is the most viable instrument by man to conquer his environment and charted his destiny
In the past few decades, girl-child education in Africa has made great progress. But relatively speaking, this progress is still slow and uneven. On the one hand, the level of development of women's education between countries and countries in this region is still significantly different due to differences in geographical location, social class, language and ethnicity. On the other hand, compared with the rest of the world, Africa, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa, still lags behind in the field of women's education. Girl-child education has been a burning and continuous issue in Nigeria. Its existing problem in Nigeria more especially in the Northern part of the country in which Kwara State is one of the states and so it need to be clearly addressed. Compared with men, women in most Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State have been disadvantaged in education, and the higher the level of education, the more unfavourable the situation
The problems of girl-child education in Nigeria and in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State in particular include poverty. Although, poverty in the Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State is one major challenge of girl child education but it is not the only fact at play, the lack of access to good quality education in also one of the major determinants. Tradition and culture in which the women generally low status their status in the society and the limited expectations of opportunities of securing decent paid jobs at adult play pivotal role. Moreover, this view is compound in the parents’ eyes, if the quality of education is poor, low grade or the curriculum demands irrelevant to the girls’ future, social traditions and deep rooted religious and cultural beliefs and often barriers to expand girls’ educational opportunities in developing countries around the world. For examples in part African girls are abducted for marriage, the dowry system often promote that girls leave school for marriage in some state, the trafficking of young indigenous girls is lucrative and it is still in practice in many areas of the state despite government sanctions and also the status changes in the families that has turned many young girls into prostitute and sudden head of the family
Summarily, there are many more challenges bedevilling the girl child education in Nigeria as a whole and Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State in particular. These problems can be summarily the problem of girl-child education are numerous which may ranges from the hawking of goods by the girl-child of school ages, exploitation of the girl child by their parents, high tendencies of early marriages, religious/superstitious belief a times as a result of poverty and financial problem where some parents cannot afford to pay school fees for their children. In other cases, the problems emancipates from the fact that some parents considers educating girl child as waste of time for the sake of gender disparity or inferiority complex and above all illiteracy and poverty. 
Therefore, the problem of this study is to investigate the attitudes of parents towards girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State




Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to investigate the attitudes of parents towards girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The specific objectives of the study are to;
i. determine the causes of the problem faced by the girl child education
ii. find out the effects of these problems on the girl child education
iii. determine the solutions to the problem of the girl child education
Research Questions
This research on the attitudes of parents’ attitudes towards girl-child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State it and attempts to answer the following questions:
1. What are the causes or problems of the girl child education?
2. What are the effects of the problems on the girl child education?
3. What are the solutions to the problem of the girl child education?
Scope and Delimitation of the Study
This research was carried out in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study centred on the parents, teachers, government, societies and girl child. Research has to observe the overall mention area in order to establish the attitude of the parents towards girl child education. Conversely, due to time and financial constrains the study is limited to public senior secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 


Significance of the Study
The outcome of the research will help educational planners, school administrators, teachers, policy makers, parents or guardians and all stakeholders to have a clear understanding of some fundamental issues related to girl-child education in Kwara State and Nigeria in general. 
The findings of this research could enable parents to be more enlightened on their responsibilities towards girl-child education. It is also hoped that this would in-turn enhance girl-child education which will lead to their contributions to the development of Kwara State and to participate fully in developing herself, siblings, husband, home and the whole nation and would not be misused, harassed, subjected and maltreated. In order word it would enable parents who have a view about education for girl-child to have a rethink and their negatively about girl-child education changes to positively.
The findings would provide a framework upon which our national development can be depended upon and also provide a paradigm shift for the nation, that women could make meaningful contribution beyond their primary role of nursing and performing home chore. 
It would also reveal the truth beyond doubt that women indeed can be role models in all sphere of national reconstruction and that empowering women has value added that is far rewarding than any other investment known in the world because when you educate a woman you are empowering a nation. 
In addition, researchers would equally benefit from the study as the information provided in this study will serve as a stepping stone to those who want to carry out research in areas related to the study.
Finally, the study would add to the existing body of literature in girl-child education and provide resource material for researchers in the area study.
Operational Definition of Terms
Attitude: This is the response of either approval or disapproval of a class of people or individual towards a particular aspect of life. 
Early marriage: this explains the reason and strong desire to give out before time a young girl for marriage without putting their age into consideration 
Girl-Child:- Girl-child is a feminine gender of the two genders of primary and junior secondary school age who is between the age of 6years and 16years whether disabled or not.
Ignorance: this is explained as the lack of knowledge experience of information about the importance attached to girl child education 
Illiteracy: this is the inability of the girl child in this case to read and write or understand simple instructions. 
Poverty: this is a state of not having access to money or resources and because of that, anything could be done without considering the consequences of individuals in question 






CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
This chapter presents the review of related literature under the following sub-headings: 
· Girl-Child Education
· Objectives of Girl-Child Education
· Benefit of Girl Child Education
· Nature of Girl-Child Education in Nigeria 
· The Problems of Girl-Child Education in Kwara State
· Early Marriage
· The Causes of Problem of the Girl Child Education
· The Attitude of Parents Towards Girl-Child Education 
· Policy Interventions to Girl-Child Education 
· The Role of Government towards Girl-Child Education
· Strategies to Improving Girl-Child Education Kwara State
· Theoretical Framework
· Review of Previous Studies
· Summary the Literature Reviewed
Girl-Child Education
The girl-child is a biological female offspring from birth to eighteen (18) years of age. This is the age before one becomes a young adult. Girls' education is a strategic development priority. Better educated women tend to be healthier, participate more in the formal labour market, earn higher incomes, have fewer children and marry at a later age. According to Aliyu (2009), the plight of girl-child education blossomed out of different deliberations in different part of the world. The PAN African conference on the education of girls marked a milestone in meeting challenges of achieving education for all in 21 century. This reinforced the conclusions of the Jometien conference in Thailand in 1990 which set a task of improving the quality of girl-child education in the world. 
The attempts to address the problems of girl-child education were further straightened by some events. Firstly, the call on the 42nd session of the International Conference in 1990 for the elimination of all gender stereotyping education; Secondly, the convention on the rights of the child in 1990 which established universal access to primary education with special emphasis on girls as a goal of the development in 1990s. Thirdly, the world summit for children in New York 1990 underlines the education of the girl-child to enhance women’s status and their roles in development. Fourthly, the six conferences of Ministers of Education and those responsible for economic planning in African member states in Dakar 1991. Fifthly, the International Conference on assistance to African children which identified the need for quantitative goals especially to reduce the disparity between boys and girls. (Muhammad, Lawal, Muhammed S & Hamza, 2014)
Meanwhile, Aliyu, (2009), believed that sequel to the resolution reached at the pan African conference on the education of the girl-child, task force were in grated in Nigeria. The national task force on girl-child education was inaugurated under the auspices of the then National Women’s Commission, (NWC) now Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Youth Developments. Three years later, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) was launched. This was tailored towards the provision of free, universal basic education for every Nigerian child of school going age, and bridging the gap between the enrolment and retention of boys and girls. (Aliyu, 2009).
Girl-child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State is a panacea of poverty, family disorganization and societal backwardness, since development has suffered several set back hard over the years due to socio cultural and economic factors. It has been observed that the girl-child constitutes the largest population of illiterate children in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State and world-wide as well as percentage gap between boys and girls in learning institutions. In other to achieve the sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), many efforts must be invested on girl-child education (GCE).
Objectives of Girl-Child Education
The objectives of girl-child education according to Solomon, (2004), include:
1. Raising National awareness on girl-child education and increasing political and financial commitment through advocacy and sensitization of policy makers at all levels, parents, school authorities and other leaders and girls’ themselves.
2. Developing technical capacity of schools and teachers pedagogical skills to create girl-friendly school environments that can enhance the participation of girls and improving learning outcomes. Establishing child friendly school principles as minimum bench marks for effective schools, linked to community empowerment and development.
3. Creating school management committees with community involvement and participation.
4. Building institutional capacity for promoting girls education and the capacity of stake holders on gender sensitivity and sexuality. Collaborating with government and other stake holders in reviewing existing curricula and teaching materials for gender sensitivity.
5. Promoting the employment of more females teachers in the rural areas, where they are most needed to serve as role models and assist in the monitoring of out of school girls.
6. Monitoring and evaluation of girl’s-child education programmes through mobilizing and strengthening the inspectorate’s role in this process.
7. Promoting synergy between girl’s education and poverty alleviation programmes.
8. Improving service delivery with all stakeholders, providing more female schools where appropriate and improving facilities as well as instructional materials for the promotion of quality education.
According to Aliyu, (2009), the above were built on existing acceleration of girl child education by UNICEF and reinforced by Girls Education Project (GEP). It is also a substantial under taking by the Federal Government of Nigeria to boost girls’ education in Northern Nigeria and to accelerate progress towards achieving the sustainable development goals (SDGs) especially with respect to gender equality. Thus, the purpose of girl child education in Nigeria as stipulated by UNICEF (2005) are to: inculcate literacy, numeracy and skills of effective communication into the child, help the child to improve his thinking quality, to give the child good citizenship education, help the child adapt to his environment, improve the child’s habits and character, help the child to acquire the necessary vocational skills which will give him fruitful employment throughout his life time and help the child to develop skills necessary for survival in the society.
Benefit of Girl Child Education
The benefits of girl-child education in Nigeria According to Aliyu (2009) include:
1. Home Makers: A woman can by knowledge skills and training received in school enhance the level of living in her home. Maintaining the cleanliness and amenities of the house and can facilitate the healthy living of the family with respect to education for the children. She can be equipped enough to handle many home challenges. Hence, an educated woman would be excellent in home management. (Mango (2002) as cited in Aliyah, 2009).
2. Up-Bringing of Children: It is the sole responsibility of woman to rise up children with good moral disposition, intellectual and cultural socialization. Reproductive activities relating to children could be done effectively by an educated woman. 
3. Economic Empowerment: Aliyu (2009), opined that economy is an area where the knowledge acquire by a women would enable her to make contributions. In agriculture, women can do better and grow varied crops in domestic gardens and livestock rearing. In art and craft, they partake weaving, lace making, industrial science and could do substantially okay when they are educated. Woman employed in the labour force will participate in raising the family income. 
4. Girl-Child education improves the health of the family: They can participate more effectively in development programmes involving health, nutrition, water, sanitation and environment in the community. An educated woman has power over her sexual reproductive life and can be able to protect herself and others from diseases. 
5. Mental empowerment: Today’s girls are future wives and mothers. When a woman is trained therefore, the whole family is positively imparted, the mental. Empowerment by education destroys foolishness and positively helping to impart the right kind of virtues and skills in the family. Until a woman is mentally empowered, she will remain a burden on her family and friends. Children should first be put for today’s girls since they are the teachers of tomorrow’s children. Many families are having problem today just because the wife/mother is not educated and cannot meet the societal and family expectations empowering women mentality empowers the home and when you educate a man you educate an individual but when you educate women you educate a nation. This is built on the beliefs on the maturing potentials and abilities (Aliyu (2009)
6. Physical empowerment: when young girls are educated and allowed acquiring good certificates, marriage is delayed and child birth is postponed allowing enough time for physical development. This ensures full development of girl’s, proper pelvic bone, maturity as well as mental maturity before the task of becoming a wife and mother. Thus, according to Mango (as cited in Aliyu, (2009), better educated women have fewer and healthier children. Total perfect physical development prevents challenges of childbirths and motherhood that has over the years led to several avoidable morbidities. Education allows a girl become a woman before becoming a mother/wife, rather than the present practice where several children are given out in marriages before time.
7. Financial empowerment: Poverty can be seen everywhere, it’s seen within all age strata and in all social groups. To eradicate poverty, girl- children must be properly empowered educationally to contribute to family well-being. According to Aliyu (2009),girl education has the power to transform the world and remains one of the best ways to reduce poverty. Better educated women postpone marriage and childbirth and have better access to employment, and are less vulnerable to economic discrimination. Promoting gender equality in education systems creates a healthy, educated and productive human resources. A wife that is working and earning an income is an asset to her home. Believing that boys who attend school will complete their education, secure employment, and earn wages to contribute to the well-being of the family. Contrarily, no man can provide all that a woman needs.
Hence, Women are to be seen as a help mates and can only make positive contributions when educated and should be allowed to maximize their potentials.
8. Spiritual empowerment: Sometimes people wonder why today’s children’s are far from GOD, but they tend to forget that a spiritually dry mother cannot positively enhance her children spiritually and morality when mothers can neither read nor understand the holy books- The Bible, Education provides opportunity to understand God, the master of the universe. Uneducated minds cannot comprehend the mysteries of God. And a woman without God is a problem anywhere, any day and anytime. She cannot give what she does not have, so most likely to raise children that do not understand the supremacy of God. Before now, it was easy to indoctrinate such children by making learning from religious scholars mandatory, but in this era of ICT and Internets, one wonders how effective these methods are. We must equip our women to positively impact on our children moral values and virtues through girl-child education.
9. Social Empowerment: Education puts our ladies in the right position and form to associate with the right group of people, marry their choice of men, make the right contributions and help the man develop sustainable environment. With education, they are hygienically sound to guide against diseases and illness in and around the families, cook balanced meals for the family, attract the right kind of friends to the family and generally make homes more enjoyable, comfortable and entertaining. Better educated women are better able to manage life in a changing social, economic and cultural environment (Taminu, 2004).
10. Psychological Empowerment: Education psychologically empowers people, especially women, giving them a true and proper image of themselves, boosting their self-respect and making them the mothers and wives that we love. Psychologically empowered mothers are able to effectively and efficiently run their home, train their children, resist negative grandmother and cultural effects on child upbringing and help the community in several developmental projects. For instance, in a study by Aliyu (2009), harmful advice from grandmothers included- circumcision after delivery, short birth intervals, and avoidance of contraception and child marriages at age 14. Only an educated woman can effectively say no to these advice. Woman can do wonders in encouraging and strengthening her spouse at times of challenges and weakness, brings ideas that turn the tides of life and inspires towards extraordinary performances as well as standing as a wall of might at au times.
11. Intellectual empowerment: Although intelligent is not truly a product of education, education however illuminates and refines intelligence. It panels it into useful forms and makes intelligence a resource of undesirable value. Education informs people thereby preventing deformation. And when a woman is informed, she informs her world. The destiny of nations and peoples lies in the hand of the intelligent few. Majority of exploits have over the years been identify through educated and intelligent women. In Nigeria today, the list is in exhaustible.
Nature of Girl-Child Education in Nigeria 
The third national Development plan declared that consideration of justice and quality demands equalization to education opportunities to enables every Nigeria child to have co-operatives opportunities for self-development and fulfilments irrespective of where he or she lives notwithstanding the economic and social circumstances in to which he or she has been born. The National policy on education (2004), stipulated that basic education must be provided whenever more people are and who ever may be. These and other official consideration may have led to a wide spread expansion and universalation of access to basic education which necessitated the introduction of U.P.E scheme in 1976. 
However, despite the very extensive network of school established throughout the State over the last few years of the creation of the State. The goal of the universal primary education which stresses 100% enrolment rate remains exclusive in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State indicating that a little more than a quarter of school age population could go to school. However the official statistics revealed that ridiculous percentage of this school enrolment in school are for girls. The gap even gets wider and wider as children more along educational ladder as few girls becomes even fewer, parents will allow their daughter, to divide their lives between home and school life. 
From the Islamic point of view which it role dominate religious. The viewed importance of girl-child education was elaborated that all prophetion traditions stipulates that the searcher for knowledge is compulsory for every Muslims male and female. According to a former education minister and a reckoned educationist professor Babatunde Fafunwa any society that neglects education is doing so as its own peril while sentencing itself to retrogression and doom. His argument is that without education enlightenment, perception morality and decency which are basic for her moonless living, are lacking. Therefore, education is repeatedly described as the bedrock of development. It is the very spring board and foundation upon which society develop and attain greatness in Nigeria 
The Problems of Girl-child Education in Kwara State 
In spite of laudable efforts by individuals, government as well as international cooperation at all level of education, one still discovered through literature and sports that literacy rate of girl-child is still very low. There is thus the need for empowerment of girl-child education status, the more developed nation. 
Though, Kwara state has several wonderful and enviable cultures, there are some cultural practices that mitigates against girl child education. These include girl child marriages, which over the year have denied several girl children the opportunity to acquire formal education or to drop out half way. In some cultures a girl child is given to another family for upkeeps and training, in some Sadakar where girls (usually under-aged) are freely given to people as wives (Shuabu,2009), etc. previous reports has shown that early marriages, teenage pregnancies, gender inequalities in society contribute to poor scholastic performance and force girls to drop out of school. Similarly, there is a belief that girls do not need formal education and are deprived of the opportunity for skilled work. 
The factors that hinder the education of gender equality according to Onoyase (2018), can be roughly divided into economic factors, school-related factors, and social and cultural factors 
1. Economic Factor: The family economic status is an important factor in determining whether a parent is capable of withstanding the direct and indirect costs of a child's education. Direct costs include tuition, school uniform fees, transportation fees and other material fees like textbooks. M research have shown that many of the population lives below the poverty line, yet they have to bear nearly 60% of the cost of primary education. This forces them to selectively educate their children. For poor families, girls are the most direct victims when education costs are unaffordable, compared with boys, the opportunity cost of girls to go to school is higher, because they bear multiple roles such as family workers and mothers' assistants, and they have to bear more labour than men. For example, in a province of Zambia, girls spend four times as much time on direct productive labour as boys. Therefore, girls’ late schooling, absenteeism and dropouts are closely related to labour (Solomon, 2004).
2. School-Related Factor: The location of the school has a direct impact on the type of education that women receive, the quality of education, and the time of education. Many parents are unwilling to let young children go to school far away from home, and the distance between the school and the home is very common in rural Africa. Insufficient infrastructure such as school teaching, health, and dormitory can also prevent women from entering school. At the same time, the curriculum and related teachers, syllabus, textbooks and teaching methods lack gender awareness, or exist gender bias, which has far more adverse effects for girls than boys. 
In many African countries, it is to strengthen the society's perception of women's family life, and to hide the prejudice that women's intelligence is not as good as men's. In such a learning environment, women's learning attitudes are often negative, and they cannot fully exert their abilities. In the secondary and higher education stages, women are usually assigned to learn courses that are more feminine, such as home economics, craft classes or biology (biological is considered to be related to women's traditional occupations, such as nursing). In addition, various forms of sexual violence and sexual harassment in schools, or concerns about sexual violence and sexual harassment, are silent barriers to girls’ enrolment. According to Okobia and Ekejiuba (2015), these behaviours not only affect the school's academic performance, but also cause pregnancy, early marriage and so on. At the same time, in many countries, teenage pregnancy almost interrupted girls' school education.
3. Social and Cultural Factor: According to Wikipedia Africa's deep-rooted attitude towards women may be traced back to the patriarchal system that continued in African native culture and colonial experience. Traditionally, women's reproductive and family roles are of great value. Adolescent African girls feel this pressure strongly because she either assists her mother or other female relatives to complete their home tasks or achieves a transition to an adult role such as a wife or mother at this time. From that age, some girls who are still in elementary school are at risk of interrupting their studies. The traditional concept of marriage in Africa regards investment in women's education as a waste, that is, all proceeds flow to another family. Therefore, it is often difficult for women to get care from their father and thus lose many educational opportunities.
4. Limited opportunities to attend schools: There is a reference from male child to the girl child in traditional Nigeria home, it is believed that the family name is perpetuated through the male child. It was a culture that male child are normally valued and celebrated than the girl child in a typical Nigeria family. This care free attitude of the parents towards their girl child goes a long way in sending a wrong signal that can destroy the future of the child. Trafficking in children especially the girl child are one of the aftermath of the negative attitude found among parent. 
Early Marriage
This refers to the psychological problems that a girl child who went into marriage at a tender age, she will be exposed to some psychological problems range from fear emotional trauma, weakness, uneasiness etc. Some of this problem bear credence to the saying that marriage is not for boys and girls but for an adult, the girl child involved themselves in fear but  marriage so as to reduce  parent unconcerned attitude to their education 
The Effect of Early Marriage
According to Shuabu (2015), early marriage should not be able to   anticipate the consequences of early marriage which is expected to lead to:
i. Uncomfortability: the woman may not be comfortable because she is not working to earn her living. To delay until when they have work, so that they can take good care of themselves. A case where there is unemployed relying most on the husband income always make the woman not to be free in carrying out personal objectives which happen as a result of not educating the girl-child when she needed to be educated by her parents. Thus makes her to be absolutely depending on her husband income for survival, which might be frustrating.
ii. Broken down of marriage: the girl child which was given out for early marriage when she was not mature to carryout marital responsibility will start having some challenges that would be too much for her to bear since she was not mature enough to endure the challenges she was facing. N it results to the woman breaking down the marital vow by running away from her un aware as  a result of immaturity 
iii. Fear of sexual harassment and molestation: Parents and guardians deny their girl children access to school because of their fear of sexual molestation of all kinds. Also their lack of trust on these innocent children makes them prevent them from attending schools since they are not sure what evils they will get involved in. The fact that majority of teachers are males have not helped issues at all.In the resent time statistics have shown that most girls who fall victim of sexual harassment are rather those girls who have poor parental up bringing which resulted into catalogue of social misconduct ranging from promiscuity, in descent dressing and other juvenile delinquency. 
Apart from poor parental upbringing, the environment is also an important factor to be considered. Exposure of a girl child to social delinquent or misdemeanours has done more harm than good into early childhood development which make her to be alleged to sexual harassment from opposite sex due to the unconcerned attitude of her parent. 
The Causes of Problem of the Girl Child Education
Muhammad, Lawal, Muhammed and Hamza (2014), asserted that, the causes of problem of the girl child education include:
1. Child exploitation: This is the commonest cause for denial of girl education in this community. Child labour keeps girls out of school, whether in the home as house workers, caretakers of younger siblings, or in the workforce (Mango 2002). It is not common to see girls, who ought to be in schools hawking several wares and consumable goods during school hours along the roads and streets in Kwara state. They are found in large numbers in the market selling for their parents and guardians. They are also seen in farms during school hours helping their parent’s plant, weed or harvests farm products. At home they act as nurses maids and cooks meals for the whole family. 
2. Cultural indoctrination: Many children were culturally indoctrinated and made to believe that education western type-is not needed and thus advised to run their lives without it. Girls were made to believe that their place of fulfilment is in their husbands home and since education (to them) is not needed they only need to marry and make babies, and thus they should focus just on getting the right man, accepting the parents’ choice and making such a man happy. This level of indoctrination has made all girl children focus on marrying rather than studying. Thus, even the few that were privileged to go to school cannot wait for the right time, so whenever the man arrives they drop out of school. 
3. Poverty: Parental economic poverty is blamed as a major cause of girl child education. Today, poverty is the greatest crisis in the world and its inadequate global response have greatest impact on children, especially girls, however, although poverty has a role to play in preventing girl-child education and to so they are intertwined in a circle causing and perpetuating each other. Corroborating this fact Shuiabu (2015), assert that if any reason a person or group of individuals lack resources such person is considered poor. Since to many, poverty could means suffering and other loving little or no access to money and resources but whatever one may considered to, poverty could be traced to ignorance of wisdom, knowledge and strength 
4. Parent ignorance to the importance of education: When parent are perceived Western education negatively, they do not give support to their children education especially the girl child. This could result to the problem of growth and development of the nation. Participation by parents and stakeholders in the provision of education in Nigeria can help to increase the relevance and the quality of education. The empowerment of men as well as women in the village through education as a vital engine of growth and development of the person as well as national economic growth.
    In addition to this, religious factors also have a strong influence on girl-child education: Islam for a long time seems to have had a negative impact on the attitude of Muslims parents towards formal western education. Presently, this attitudes prevails in many areas in Muslims towns and villages, that is why parents’ and husbands are unwilling to send their daughters and wives to school because they fear that such education may lead them away from existing way of life there by introducing changes in their culture and religion. Although it is not the western knowledge that is disliked. Mango (2002), in this regards, opined that Islamic education has its cardinal goals, character training, religious values and discipline and any type of education that does not conform to such practices would strongly be opposed and rejected by Muslims. 
The Attitude of Parents towards Girl-Child Education 
Research has shown that over the years, the girl-child has been grossly neglected. She is left out in decision making, utilized at homes without due remunerations kept as home keeper and never allowed to earn a living for herself, used by men as a wife, by children as a mother, by other women as house girl and by men as bed mate. She’s never being given a chance to make her own choices. Majority of the girl child were given out in marriage long before they become women, forces to marry men they do not love and who are sometimes old enough to be their fathers, denied education in favour of their brothers, given out and denied a chance to maximize their potentials and lately made to enter into an unholy competition of child birth with their husband’s wives (Aliyu, 2009). Girl-Child education is a sinequano to the realization of total women empowerment and emancipation across the globe, and involves the formal training of girl child knowledge and skills of daily living (Solomon, 2004).
 Denial of girl-child education is the commonest habit of male parents which is the manifestation of neglect of girl-child education and thus, the most retrogressive of all forms of child neglect. It refers to the inability or refusal for qualitative and timely education and is perpetrated by government.
The women were considered weaker sex and has suffered a lot of problems. The poor sex- role ideology influences their esteem involvement in the activities of government. They are not given the chance to acquire western education as they are believed to be men property. Most women are discouraged from going to school and put in ‘purdah’ or seclusion in Islamic religion. Their inability to be educated jeopardizes their chances, of becoming liberated or empowered in the society. This reduces the chance of fighting for their fundamental rights Poverty has made it impossible for female children not to be sent to schools. They are sent to hawk and thus exposed to sexual harassment. 
Shuaibu (2015), lamented that some are exposed or forced prostitution and baby sitting or house maid when they are supposed to be in school. They are scarified to improve the family’s economic situation and their labour is exploited without allowing them to participate in the control of the economy. The practice of divorce, wife battering, widowhood and violence have reduced them to emotional wreck. Aliyu (2009), believed that they are financially handicapped; social inequality and gender discrimination have eaten deep in the mind of most Nigerians and the world as a whole even though the Nigerian government expressly states in section 6.1.3. of the 1999 constitution that: “For (the) Nigerian women to enjoy the full benefits of contemporary living, they require basic education to contribute to the development of the country. Government shall in this regard increase girls and women participation in education irrespective of their location or circumstances” (FRN 2001).
Corroborating the views Shuiabu (2015), suggested that it is essential to note that education is the best legacy any parent can leave behind for their girl child and that we should realize that woman has important role to play in the nation building. Based on the above discussion women in Kwara state and Nigeria as a whole have attributes positive attitude towards girl-child education. This is based on the fact that there is need for women education.
Policy Interventions to Girl-Child Education 
Some policy intervention according to Wikipedia includes:
1. Cost-Related Intervention: Effectively promote universal, free and compulsory basic education, reduce or eliminate the direct cost of basic education, so that primary education can be more affordable. For example, Nigeria implemented free universal basic primary education through the MDGs which could be one of the reasons behind a rapid increase in the gross enrolment rate of women's primary education in the Northern Nigeria.
2. School's Intervention: Schools create a safe and fair learning environment and institutional culture that is conducive to women. Gender considerations will be taken into account in the supply and allocation of resources to meet women's specific educational needs. More important is to strengthen gender awareness education for all teachers and educators.
3. Government's Intervention: The government plays an important role in advancing gender equality in education. One of its roles is to create a good environment through laws and policies to promote women's education to achieve gender equality. Beyond the law, the government must also set up a clear framework. For example, in Ethiopia, the government clearly stipulates that women and men have the same opportunity to accept the same curriculum, and are free to choose a profession to ensure that women have the same employment opportunities as men
In addition, the National Policy on Education (2004), of Nigeria after realizing that education is the corner stone of socio-political development adopted education as an instrument per excellence for effective national development. In Nigeria the philosophy of education is based on the integration of individual into, sound and effective citizenry with equal educational opportunities at all levels of education through formal and non- formal schooling system. Hence various efforts were made to follow a purposeful direction aimed at enhancing the accessibility of education for girls and women. It is important to note that disparity in access to education still exist in favour of the male children in most regions of Nigeria.
UBEC (2008) on a proper presented at National Conference on Girl- Child Education organised by the Federal College of Education Zaria at Hamdala Hotel Kwara stressed that the National gender policy is aimed at giving impetus to the gender components of the National Policy on Education and is targeted at providing a reliable framework for inclusiveness and equity in the provision of education by: Increasing stakeholder sensitivity and equipping them with the skills necessary to drive girl-child interventions especially at the grass-root level, ensuring participatory initiatives and sustainability in gender based policies in education, ensuring a systematic engagement of stakeholders towards the development of skills necessary for mainstreaming gender issues in education policies and programmes and also ensuring equal access to education and promotion retention and high performance by all students with attention to girls.
The objectives of the policy among other things as stressed by UBEC (2008), include create and promotes: equal access and participation through enrolment of all girls and boys, high level of retention and performance and advocates the support of key stakeholders (International partners and private sectors) in resource mobilization and partnership, create favourable environment in support of planning, management and implementation and actualization of the gender policy in education.
The guiding principles by UBEC (2008) are: a commitment by all stakeholders to gender equality, social justice and equity, greater and more meaningful involvement and participation of communities and their representatives structures, striving for gender balance at all levels of policy planning and implementation and  political commitment;
In addition, involvement of religious and traditional leaders as fore runners, advocates and monitors or policy, commitments of free and compulsory basic education as a human right to all children irrespective of gender at all levels of the system (Federal, State. LGA, Community and School). Commitment in maintaining retention and enrolment.
The strategies for actualizing the policy as advanced by UBEC (2008) are: Sensitization and mobilization, free compulsory basic education, formulation of child friendly school principals, capacity building in gender mainstream in the education sector, training and supply for female teachers to schools in rural areas
Provision of incentives for girls, girls scholarship programmes for secondary school, establishment of second chance education programmes and boarding schools, planning for policy implementation, resource mobilization and sustainability and participation by key stakeholders. Others include Transparency and accountability for financed management, and annual policy review meetings.
Furthermore, series of National conferences on curriculum by experts and professional bodies that comprised the representatives of trade Unions, farmers, unions, women’s organizations, religious bodies, teachers associations, other professional organizations e.g. medicine, legal,, engineering etc. university teachers and administrators as well as ministry officials youth - club organize business men and representatives from the government all concerned to review old and identify new national goals for Nigerian education. Bearing in mind the needs of youths and adult in the task of nation building and national reconstruction for social and economic wellbeing of the individual and the society.
The Seven major educational aspects of the conference most of the times identified as crucial the attainment of objectives in which the place of women’s education is one, This is because questions like: Why girl - child is left behind, what can be done to rectify the imbalance and how can Nigerian girl-children women contribute to national development?. How do we combat discrimination of women based on sex grounds were asked.
Nevertheless, in 2004 a situation and analysis of children and women in Nigeria conducted by UNICEF (United Nations Children Emergency Funds) and the national planning commission maintained that the right to equal educational opportunities by all irrespective of gender sex, socio-cultural, religious political inclinations is one of the basic human rights guaranteed by the United Nations Declaration of human right of (1948) and has equally understood that sustainable development of any nation may not be possible when more than half of its population remain ignorant UNICEF (2005). The Human Right Development Report of 1997-2007 underscorethe important strategy for empowering girls and women to promote access to formal and functional education.


The Role of Government towards Girl-Child Education
Obviously there have been concerned efforts by government at all levels in Nigeria to re-address the problems of ignorance and marginalization of the girl child. Rapid development in Nigeria can be attained when girls and women are provided equal educational opportunities. Tamimu (2004) opined that the responsibility for the development of any nation is a collective responsibility of male and female. In addition the level of education of a nation determines to a greater extent the level of development of that nation. Widening more chances for girls has been a major policy goal of government for quite a long time. This is because education improves the health and productivity and is a strong agent or factor of social change and mobility and the benefits will be realized in the various sectors of the economy in other word that the impacts of educating girls will be felt by the different institutions in the society.
Gender equity has been one of the main goals treated by Nigeria government since (1990) world conference on education for all (EFA) in Thailand. Girl-child education is a gate way to prestige in political and economic development, upper hand was given by various government regimes toward girl child education in the Northern part of Nigeria in which Kwara state is one of the state affected. There has been tremendous effort made by Federal Government of Nigeria; similarly, with support from the Norwegian Government and UNICEF in partnership with the government successfully implemented the African Girls Education Initiative (AGEI) from (2002-2004) AGEI laid the Foundations for development of strategy for Acceleration of Girls Education in Nigeria (SAGEN) and then with support from other major international development partners which has launched by UNICEF and the Federal Ministry of Education in July 2003(Aliyu, 2009).
Currently, the Girls’ Education Project (GED) a major partnership between UNICEF in support of Girls Education launched in December (2004) has recorded tremendous gains in Girls Education in Nigeria. The project aim at eliminating gender disparity in education and further improving the quality of life of girls in Nigeria through a collaborative approach to girls’ education and under implementation in six Northern States of Nigeria covering 720 schools in a region where gender gaps are highest.
Tamimu (2004) the previous governor launched and re-emphasis the issue of Universal Basic Education (UBE), in other to encourage parents towards girl-child education by giving free school uniforms in primary school, provision of learning materials which can facilitate meaningful learning in the state. Research also reveal show it was aired that there is need of effective enrolment of girl-child more especially in rural areas as it can increase awareness in women and their protection against HIV and AIDS.
The government is now more aware of it link for need economic development by ensuring that women do particularly in politics as women constitutes and represent the large number of the represent the large number of the population. All the effort of government in the Kwara State and Nigeria in general is based on the belief that education involved the cultivation of moral and spiritual consciousness to both a man and a woman. Hence, educating a woman is like educating the whole society as women can bring ideas involves in the development.
Hence, even international bodies are working with the Federal Government of Nigeria through the National mass literacy commission and with other agencies to improve girl child education and enrolments in schools.

Strategies to Improving Girl-Child Education Kwara State 
The girl child will be a good assets to her family State and nation in this the social benefits to be derived by the education the girl child cannot be over emphasized. There are urgent needs for all to support and encourage the education of the girl-child. Hence, the Kwara State Government has to articulate programmes for the general improvement of girl-child education to contribute in the rehabilitation of all girl-child schools in the State. For these strategies are been analogue according to Aliyu (2009):
1. Traditional rulers, Imams, Politicians and Opinion leaders are now involved in the enrolment, retention and completion of schools by the female children in their respective domains. 
2. An edict preventing the withdrawal girl-child from school should be in place.
3. An edict banning street hawking has already been passed in to law.
4. Training of more female teachers, nurses, and doctors in receiving government attention through special scholarship award and remedial courses. 
5. A proposal for female Arabic centre in the state which will integrate Islamic education with the western type. 
In addition to the above, Shuaibu (2015), asserted that for positive increase in girl child education, the following are necessary:
i. The state ministry of education in conjunction with the state Universal Basic Education Board and the LGEAS must also come out with a system of offering assistance to the less privileged female children in form of provision of uniforms, books, essential material e.t.c. in order to remove poverty as a major factor in deterring the girl-child’s participation in the education. 
ii. More responsible positions such as education secretary, Head mistress, Education officer (E.O) and Supervisors should be assigned to qualified female teachers. This will make them serve as role models to the aspiring girl-child.
iii. The ministry of Education should look in to the possible of reviving the transportation system for female children. This will encourage their daughters to attend schools.
iv. The state universal Basic Education Board should introduce the Best Education Secretary Award for female enrolment and retention in schools. 
v. Performing female children should be identified, recognized and rewarded. 
vi. Automatic scholarship to such female children at all levels should be introduced through joint efforts of the government, the politicians and philanthropists.
vii. Opportunities for women participation in active politics should be created. This will enable them to contest for legislative seats both at state and national levels. It will also serve as a gateway for women’s opinion to be heard especially in matters affecting the education of the girl-child. 
viii. More appointment in governance should be given to women so as to raise the hope and aspirations of the younger females coming up through educational struggle.
 Finally enlightenment campaigns through sensitization visits jingles print media etc. should be intensified so as to create awareness on the dangers of girls not being encouraged to attend schools and complete their educations especially at basic education level.


Theoretical Framework 
The theoretical framework for this research work is hinged on a simple theory on motivation by Vroom (1970) called expectancy theory, learning theory and economic empowerment theory. These are very important as the theories ate relevant to the recent clamour of girl-child in the society that all the stake holders on girl-child education need certain motivation, knowledge and empowerment as they are in the socio cultural, political and economic aspects in the society where most of the time parents’ denied girl-child education. In this case the researcher views the applicability of expectancy theory of motivation as postulated by Vroom, learning theory and economic empowerment theory to be of relevance the study. 
Expectancy Theory of Motivation
This theory was postulated by Vroom (1970) who stated that people will be motivated to do things in reaching a goal if they believe in the worth of the goal and can see that what they do will help them in achieving it. This is in agreement with Ademoye (2007) observation that “everything that is done in the world is done in hope”. Vroom (1970) believes that people’s (girl-child) motivation towards doing anything (education) will be determined by the value placed on the outcome of the efforts positively or negatively multiplied by the confidence they have on their efforts in achieving the goal or objective of girl-child education. In other words, this research points out that, motivation is a product of the anticipated worth and thus: Force = Valence x Expectancy.
Where force is the strength of the motivation, valence as the strength multiplied by probability that a particular action will lead to a desired outcome. The relevance of this theory to this research is that it recognizes the importance of girl-child in the society and how they can be motivated by parent and other societal members to achieve national development. Therefore, using this theory there is an implicit assumption that the parent can motivate their girl child and a positive parent attitude is a necessary motivator to positive and increase girl child education in the Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.
Learning Theories 
Over the past century, educational psychologists and researchers have posited many theories to explain how individuals acquire, organize and deploy skills and knowledge. To help readers organize and apply this extensive body of literature, various authors have classified these theories in different ways. For this summary, learning theories are grouped into three basic categories: 
I. Behaviourist learning theories  
II. Cognitive-information processing learning theories 
III. Cognitive-constructivist learning theories
i. Behaviourist Learning Theories 
The origins of behaviourist learning theories may be traced backed to the late 1800's and early 1900's with the formulation of "associationistic" principles of learning. The general goal was to derive elementary laws of learning and behaviour that may then be extended to explain more complex situations. Behaviourists’ suggest knowledge is transmitted to the learner without any interpretation or contextualization by the learner. Learning is reinforced in the memory through drill and practice. The founder of the behavioural learning theory, B.F. Skinner, conducted extensive experiments in the 1950’s of which several were dedicated to learning methods research. Skinner theorized that learning could be shaped by reinforcements that followed learner behaviour; the principles were foundational to Skinner’s behaviourist learning theory.
ii. Cognitive-Information Processing Theories 
According to the cognitive information processing (CIP) view, the human learner is conceived to be a processor of information, in much the same way a computer is. When learning occurs, information is input from the environment, processed and stored in memory and output in the form of a learned capability. In other words, the cognitive learning theory built upon the principles of behavioural learning theory, but unlike behaviourists, they assume an intervening variable between the environment and behaviour. That variable is the information processing system of the learner. Cognitive psychologists focused on internal thought processes of the learner, not just the observable behaviours as the objectivists did. This theory emphasizes internal thought, focuses on mental structures and processes of the learner and its application to learning. Robert Gagne is an influential educational psychologist who developed the cognitive-behaviourist theory, which suggests learning is shaped by providing optimal conditions for learning. He developed the theory of conditions of learning and the nine events of instruction (Tom, 2000). 
iii.	Cognitive-Constructivist Learning Theories
According to Tom (2000), Constructivist approaches to teaching and learning is grounded in several research traditions (Perkins, 1991; Paris and Byrnes, 1989) but the roots of constructivism may be traced back to a little known Latin treatise, De antiquissima Italorumsapientia, written in 1710 by Giambattista Vico. The constructivist perspective took the cognitivist principles one step further by asserting that individuals construct knowledge from within, by engaging in problem solving, experiential and/or social learning experiences. Constructivism puts learners in the centre of the learning process, and suggests that learners contribute to knowledge construction by activating prior knowledge and personal experiences. Learning is viewed as adapting one’s mental models to new and experiences and knowledge. 
Therefore, the implicit assumption for using this theory is that Learning theories suggest a set of instructional principles that can guide the attitudes of parents, practice of teaching and the design of learning environments in favour of quality girl-child education. Hence, it is important that design practices, must do more than merely accommodate the theory’s perspective, they should also support the creation of powerful learning environments for the girl-child.
The Economic Empowerment Theory
According to Wikipedia, empowerment is a set of measures designed to increase the degree of autonomy and self-determination in people and in communities in order to enable them to represent their interests in a responsible and self-determined way, acting on their own authority. It is the process of becoming stronger and more confident, especially in controlling one's life and claiming one's rights. It reveals both to the process of self-empowerment and to professional support of people, which enables them to overcome their sense of powerlessness and lack of influence, and to recognize and use their resources to do work with power.
Economic empowerment is a key concept in the discourse on promoting civic engagement. This as a concept is characterized by a move away from a deficit-oriented towards a more strength-oriented perception. The process includes obtaining basic opportunities for marginalized people, either directly by those people, or through the help of non-marginalized others who share their own access to these opportunities. It also includes actively encouraging, and developing the skills for, self-sufficiency, with a focus on eliminating the future need for charity or welfare in the individuals of the group. Hence, empowerment assist marginalized people to create their own non-profit organization, using the rationale that only the marginalized people, themselves, can know what their own people need most, and that control of the organization by outsiders can actually help to further entrench marginalization. 
Using this theory, there is an implicit assumption that economic empowerment theory focuses on mobilizing the self-help efforts of the poor and empowering of previously disadvantaged sections of the population (the girl child and their parents), this could lead to increase in girl-child education in the Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State
Review of Previous Studies
Tamimu (2004) conducted a research study on aptitude of parents towards girl child education in Kauru Local Government Area of Kwara State. The study was guided by 5 research questions and hypothesis a simple random sample was used in to select the 180 student, teachers and principal and data type were extracted using questionnaire and descriptive statistics were use in the analysis of data. He came up with these recommendations: Girl-child herself should be properly enlightened especially by women organization to know that she needs to be properly and extensively educated, any belief that puts girl-child to a disadvantage should be completely and permanently eradicated. For example early marriage (child marriage) which reduce the role of girl-child in the society to a mere marrying and bearing of children, Government should treat girl-child specially with a view to bridge the gap that existed for long and it should be made clear to parents/guardians and prospective husbands of girl-children that education of a woman is so important to both her parents, husbands and children to the society. Their role is more than marrying or bearing children.
Aliyu (2009) carried out a research on an aptitude of parents towards girl child education Kwara State as perceived by teachers and school principals. The study investigated the attitudes of parents’ towards girl-child education in Kwara State as perceived by teachers and school principals. The population of the study consists of all the school principals and secondary school teachers in Kwara State. The instrument used in collecting data was questionnaire. Four Null hypotheses were postulated and tested using percentages and standard deviation as descriptive and t-test as inferential statistics to test the opinions of the respondents. From the findings of this study, three hypotheses were rejected while one was accepted. It was however discovered that preference of male over female education is common in the society and poverty is a major factor in terminating girl-child education in Kwara State. In addition, it was discovered that government participation is still inadequate to facilitate change in the area. On these bases, the researcher recommends the urgent intervention of government to implement the laws governing girl-child education so as to enhance and change the negligence of girl-child education as provisioned in national policy on and provide equal access to education.
Kamaldeen, Buhari and Parakoyi (2012), conducted a research study on aptitude of parents towards girls child education. In their study found out that school enrolment pattern of female children by calculation constituted 69.5% of children that dropped out of schools. Some of the reasons advanced were lack of money, running of errands for parents, early marriage, and truancy in school, hawking activities and early pregnancy and found out that the attitude of parents to girl-child education was not favourable. The study equally found out that, in spite of the government’s endeavours in providing free education to all, the attitude of parents to girl-child education was not found to be highly favourable. The attitude of male and female parents with respect to schooling of the girl-child was found not to be significantly different. 
Muhammad, Lawal, Muhammed andHamza (2014) carried out a research work on the Parental Attitude towards Girl-child education in Suru Local government of Kebbi State. The study investigated the attitude of parents towards girl-child education in Suru Local Government area, Kebbi State. A population of 150 was used the design for the study was survey design. The research questions were answered using descriptive status of simple percentage in tables. One of the major findings was early marriage and economic factors were responsible for low or non-participation of girls in western education. It was also recommended that the few educated girls should be employed and educated 
Tomba and Tinkhoiling, (2017) carried out a research on Parental Attitude towards Girl’s Education. The study aims to study the contribution of the areas related to the Parental Attitudes towards Girl’s Education. This paper attempts to make a thorough, comprehensive and analytical study by exploring the educational background of the parents, different parental income, different occupation of the parents, lack of education and cultural lag of parents and the effect it has on the education of girls. From the result of the research the urban, it is observed that parents have more understanding about the necessity of education and its impact on being a good citizen than the rural parents. They know that educated girls have more understanding about their rights and duties towards the nation which is not so in case of the uneducated girls. And also uneducated parents create problems in their own lives as well as for the society as a whole 
Okobia and Ekejiuba (2015) investigated parental attitudes and girl-child education in Edo State Nigeria. A sample of 450 respondents randomly selected from Benin metropolis participated in the study. The instrument used for collection of data was tagged, “Parental Attribute Towards Girl-Child Education”. The data collected were subjected to statistical analysis using t-test and analysis of variance. Hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance. Findings showed that parents have positive attitude towards girl-child education. Parents from southern parts of Nigeria residing in Benin metropolis were more disposed to girl-child education than those from northern parts. The result further showed that parents who are Christians have better attitude towards girl-child education than their Moslem counterparts.
Uzma (2017) investigate on the Review Article on Attitude of Parents towards Girls Education. The study investigated on the attitudes of parents towards girl child education with a special reference to other researchers. The following are the findings of the study Education is a modern word, which is derived from the Latin word 'educase', means to nourish, to cause to grow. Education is the right of every human being regardless of gender, race or region. Female education plays an important role in the societal progress and improvement. Recruitment of more women teachers should be done who can serve as role models for girls and may make girls’ parents feel more comfortable. Providing girls with access to sport can also contribute to achieving gender parity in education. The schools should be protected so that parents will not hesitate to send their daughters to schools. Many girls drop out of school at the onset of menstruation, partly because there are no separate toilet facilities. Many girls are kept at home to help with domestic tasks. A tradition of early marriage, social norms and values undermine the importance of educating girls. Education of a girl is like educating a family while educating a boy is merely educating a person. The aim of this study was to review the literature on attitude of parents towards girl’s education. 
Akpede, Eguvbe, Akpamu, Asogun, Momodu andIgbenu (2018) carried out a research on Parents Attitude and Practice towards the Girl Child Education in Esan West Local Government Area of Edo State in Nigeria. This study was conducted to assess parental attitude, practice and factors influencing girl child education amongst parents' in the area. The study was a descriptive cross-sectional study targeted at parents with at least a child of school age using an interview based semi-structured questionnaire. Data was collected using the multistage sampling technique and was analyzed via SPSS version 21.146 parents participated in the study with 58.90% and 69.20% showing good attitude and practice toward girl child education respectively. This degree of attitude was negatively influenced by factors such as lack of finance and large family size. One such factor that affected the level of education the girl child received was behavioural attributes (54.8%). However, practice towards education of the girl child was found to be good. Girl child education remains a veritable tool in a nation’s development.
Onoyase (2018) investigated into the Attitude of Parents toward Female-Child Secondary Education in Sokoto State, Nigeria: Implications for Counselling. The study was set out to investigate the attitude of parents toward female-child secondary education in Sokoto State, Nigeria. One research question and one hypothesis were formulated to guide the study. The study is a descriptive survey and made use of ex-post facto design. The researcher made use of purposive sampling technique to select 270 parents from the urban and 270 parents from the rural areas of Sokoto State. T The researcher used four (4) research Assistants to administer 540 copies of the questionnaire on the respondents. The t-test statistics was used to test the hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. The investigation found out that parents in Sokoto State have shown unfavourable attitude toward female-child secondary education. It found out that there is no significant difference between parents in the urban and rural areas in their attitude toward female-child secondary education. This finding has shown that whether the parent is in urban or rural area, all of them have expressed their opinion in the same direction. One of the recommendations of the study is that parents in Sokoto State should show favourable attitude toward female-child secondary education. 
Nilofer and Neerja (2019) carried out a research on Parental attitude towards girl’s education: A case study in Jahangirabad, Bhopal. This paper tried to identify the perception of the parents regarding girls’ education in Jahangirabad area of Bhopal (M.P.) during 2016-17. The data was collected from 100 parent respondents (both male and female) for knowing their attitude towards girl’s education. The results indicated that parents majority (43%) of the girls in Jahangirabad are very poor whose income fall in the range of 5001-10000 Rs. per month. Further highest numbers of male parents (37%) were labours and maximum numbers of female parents (88%) were housewives while as only one among them was found as govt. employee. Education level of the highest number of male parents (29%) was secondary while as lowest number of male parents (11%) was primary. Similarly in case of female parents, data indicated that education level of the highest percentage of female parents (25%) was secondary while as lowest percentage of female parents (7%) was post-graduation.
However most of these studies were carried out on parent attitudes on female children education. Even though girl child education was discussed but not in detail since most were in particular focusing of the influence of other factors. This work focuses majorly on the attitudes of the parents towards their girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Using the basic descriptive tools for analysis, the analysis which shall appeal the understanding of even a lay man.
Summary the Literature Reviewed
Education is the right of every human being regardless of gender, race or region. Girl-child education plays an important role in the societal progress and improvement. This chapter revealed that there were various factors that have contributed to the parents attitudes towards girl-child education in Kwara state. Some of the factors identified in the study include the negative attitudes of parents towards girl- child education, societal attitudes and parent remove their girl child from school because of some factors such as, culture, poverty, lack of employment, poor economic status, parent give out girl-child for marriage prematurely because of high cost of education, parent also give out their girl child before the completion of their education to comply with religious doctrine, but  for the girl child to be able to participate and contribute optimally to the socioeconomic development, she needs education.. The government efforts to look into the problems have been tremendous through their policy and provision. The national policy on education on girl-child education as well as the school system and the ground for girl-child education has been associated with many problems like early marriage and hawking while enrolment and retention provide a sound tract in maintaining girl-child education. The strategy for maximizing the contribution of women to Nigeria must include a free access to education. This should also a process of changing the attitude of the parent and society towards stereotyping women traditional roles and expectations. The theoretical framework for this research work is hinged on a simple theory on motivation by Vroom (1970) called expectancy theory, learning theory and economic empowerment theory. In addition about 10 previous researches were reviewed.


CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter provides the description of the process of research involved in the study. The researcher, therefore, presents an explanation of the methodology issued in conducting the investigation as well as delineation of the research design. It research design, population of the study, sample size and sampling procedure, research instrument, validity and reliability of the instrument, data collection procedure and method of data analysis.
Research Design
A descriptive survey design was adopted for this study. According to Nworgu (2006), a descriptive survey design aims at collecting and analysing data in a systematic manner from only few people or items of study considered being representative of the entire population. The design is considered to be appropriate for this study as the study made use of primary data adequate for answering the research question raised in the study.  This design enables the researcher to generalise findings based on data collected from respondent who will serve as sample
Population of the Study
The population of the study is made up of 1420 school teachers in the 40 registered secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. 
Sample Size and Sampling Procedure
The research randomly selected 5 schools for the study and 30 teachers were randomly selected from each of the school making a total of 150 teachers for three study. The sample size are shown below
Table 1: Sample Schools
	S/N
	Schools
	Sample Size

	1.
	Ilorin  Grammar  School
	30

	2.
	Sheikh AbdulKadir College, Ilorin
	30

	3.
	Government Girls Day Secondary School, Pakata 
	30

	4.
	Queen Elizabeth School, Ilorin
	30

	5.
	Government Girls Day Secondary School, Oko-Erin
	30

	
	Total
	150



Instruments for Data Collection
The research instrument used in this study was a questionnaire which was designed to collect data and responses from the teachers in secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State as regards their opinions in giving information concerning the items in the questionnaire. The researcher used a self-constructed questionnaire to elicit information from teachers. The instrument is known as “Attitude of Parents Toward Child Education Questionnaire” (APTCEQ). The instrument consists of 21 items. The questionnaire is classified into two (2) sections A and B. Where Section ‘A’ was designed to retrieve information from the respondents on personal data, Section ‘B’ dealt with the questions on attitudes of parents’ towards girl-child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Section ‘B’ is further divided into 3 parts A, B and answers C. A include8 items on the on the causes of problems of the girl-child education,  ‘B’ include6 items on the effects of the problems of the girl child education, while the last  part ‘C’ include 7items on the solutions to the problem of girl-child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. Therefore the researcher distributed 300 questionnaires to the respondents personally in the sampled zones of the study area. These results were placed on likert four point rating scale as;
4= Strongly Agree (SA)
3= Agree (A)
2= Disagree (D)
1= Strongly Disagree (SD) 
Where, A =4, B=3, C =2 and D= 1 
Validity of the Instrument
Validity is the degree to which a test measures what purpose is expected to measure and how well it does. The experts that validated this instrument are: educational administrators, instructors of various courses, supervisors and statisticians of different research works and projects.  The instrument had facial and content validity. It also had language appropriateness. 
Reliability of the Instrument
 The reliability of the instrument was equally ascertained through a pilot test on 20 teachers from two (2) secondary schools outside the scope of the study. The split half and Pearson product moment correlation coefficient was used to determine the reliability of the instrument. The result of the pilot test produced an index of 0.78 which was adequate to consider the instrument reliable for the study
Procedure for Data Collection 
The researcher wrote a letter of introduction and attaches her school identity card to the sampled schools. However, to effectively ensure objective collection of data on the research, the researcher paid a familiarization visit to each of the sampled schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State after a personal visit to Kwara State Ministry of Education Research and Statistics department where the researcher gained access to the statistics of all the schools in the state, the number of teachers. The researcher finally administered the instrument in schools personally and retrieved the responses back for analysis 
Method of Data Analysis
In this study, statistical package for social science was used to analyse the data collected. The data on girl-child education in Kwara state was collected from the secondary school teachers and school principals in the sampled schools. The data therefore, was computed tabulated, analyse, presented and further converted to frequencies and percentages for easy understanding. The percentage, frequency counts and mean scores were used in the analysis of the responses. The mean scores were used for the questions. A decision rule reached that mean score of 2.50 and above fall under Agreed while below 2.50 fall under Disagreed 



CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter deals with presentation, analysis and interpretation of data collected for the study. Data were analyzed and presented in respect of research questions. It also covers demographic data, answer to research questions, summary of findings and discussion of findings. The objective of this study was to analyse the aptitude of parents towards girls child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State 
Demographic Data
This is data showing the study of how the population of a group change in distribution of questionnaire 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Gender
	Sex
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	Male
	72
	48

	Female
	78
	52

	Total
	150
	100



Table 2 above shows that 72 (48%) of the respondents are male while 78 (52%) of the respondents are female. From the respondents, parent act of negligence towards the girl child education was a big disadvantage. The majority opinion was attributed to African culture and poor economic 
Table 3:  The Respondents by Age 
	Age
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)

	25-39
	42
	28

	40-54
	57
	38

	55 and above 
	51
	34

	Total
	150
	100


Table 3 above reveals the age of the respondents such that 42 respondents representing 28 were from the age of 25-39 years, 57 respondents representing 38% were from the ages 40-54 years while 51 respondents representing 34% were from the 55 years and above. Therefore, majority of the respondents were from the ages 40-54 years
Table 4: Academic Qualification of Respondents
	S/N
	Qualification
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1.
	NCE
	34
	22.7%

	2.
	B.Sc. / HND
	41
	27.3%

	3. 
	B.Sc. (Ed.) / B.A. (Ed.)
	50
	33.3%

	4.
	M.Sc. / M.A
	11
	7.3%

	5.
	M.Sc. (Ed.) / M.A. (Ed.)
	14
	9.3%

	6
	Ph.D.
	0
	0%

	
	Total
	150
	100%



Table 4 indicates that 34(22.7%) of the respondents had NCE, 41(27.3%) had B. SC/HND, 50(373.3%) has B.SC /BA(Ed) while 11(7.3%) had MSC/ MA, 14(9.3%) had MSC. (Ed) /MA. (Ed) and none of the respondents had Ph.D. This revealed that majority of the respondents are B. SC(ED) B. A(ED) certificate holders
Table 5: Years of Teaching Experience of the Respondents
	S/N
	Years of Teaching Experience
	Frequency
	Percentage (%)

	1.
	1-5years
	21
	14%

	2.
	6-10years
	3
	24%

	3.
	11-15years
	44
	29.3%

	4.
	16years and above
	49
	32.7%

	
	Total
	150
	100%



Table 5 indicates that respondents with 1-5 years of experience are 21(14%), 6-10 of experience are 36(24%), 11-15 years of experience are  44(29.3%), and those with 16 years and above are 49(32.7%). This revealed that respondents with 16years and above of experience are more than others considering their percentage.
Answer to Research Questions 
Research Question One: What are the causes of the problem of the girl child education?
Table 6:   The Causes of the Problem of the Girl Child Education
N= 150
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	1
	Parents have negative attitude towards education
	55
	42
	33
	20
	2.88
	Agreed

	2
	Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education
	60
	41
	27
	22
	2.93
	Agreed

	3
	Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education
	65
	45
	27
	13
	3.08
	Agreed

	4
	Some religious practices do not favour girl education
	64
	44
	25
	17
	3.03
	Agreed

	5
	Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education 
	75
	49
	14
	12
	3.25
	Agreed

	6
	Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education 
	70
	55
	15
	10
	3.25
	Agreed

	7
	Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl
	71
	40
	26
	13
	3.13
	Agreed

	8
	Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education
	63
	47
	28
	12
	3.07
	Agreed

	
	Sectional Mean
	
	
	
	
	3.08
	Agreed



The above table showed that majority of the respondents (teachers) agreed with the statement that Parents have negative attitude towards education with a mean of 2.88, Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education with a mean of 2.93, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education with a mean of 3.08, Some religious practices do not favour girl education with a means of 3.03. Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child education with a means of 3.25.in addition, Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education with a mean of 3.25, Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl with a mean of 3.13 and Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education with a mean of 3.08. The sectional mean was 3.09, it indicated that the above are the causes of the problem of the girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state
Research Question Two: What are the effects of the problems of the girl child education?
Table 7: The Effect of the Problem Of The Girl Child Education
N= 150
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	1
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage
	71
	39
	27
	13
	3.12
	Agreed

	2
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy
	65
	45
	28
	12
	3.09
	Agreed

	3
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation
	64
	46
	24
	16
	3.05
	Agreed

	4
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty
	72
	51
	18
	9
	2.94
	Agreed

	5
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition
	60
	40
	29
	21
	2.93
	Agreed

	6
	Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality
	55
	43
	32
	20
	2.89
	Agreed

	
	Sectional Mean
	
	
	
	
	3.00
	Agreed



Table 6 above showed the effects of the problems of the girl child education. From the data received it indicated that majority of respondents agreed that the effects of the problems of the girl child education are: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage with a mean of 3.12, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy with a mean of 3.09, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation with a means of 3.05, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty with a means of 2.94, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition with a mean of 2.93 and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality with a mean of 2.89. The sectional mean was 3.00. It indicated that the above statements are the effects of the problems of the girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state
Research Question Three: What are the solutions to the problem of the girl child education?
Table 8: The Solutions to the Problem of The Girl Child Education
N= 150
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD
	Mean
	Decision

	1
	Free education should be provide to the girl child
	63
	43
	27
	17
	3.01
	Agreed

	2
	Compulsory education should be provided to the child 
	64
	46
	27
	13
	3.07
	Agreed

	3
	the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education
	76
	52
	14
	8
	3.31
	Agreed

	4
	more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage
	54
	41
	35
	20
	2.86
	Agreed

	5
	Law should be made to abolish early child marriage
	80
	50
	15
	5
	3.37
	Agreed

	6
	There should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education
	74
	46
	19
	11
	3.21
	Agreed

	7
	There should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education
	68
	57
	16
	9
	3.23
	Agreed

	
	Sectional Mean
	
	
	
	
	3.15
	Agreed



The table above showed that all the respondents agreed  to the statements that solutions to the problem of the girl child education is that : Free education should be provide to the girl child with a mean if 3.01, Compulsory education should be provided to the child with a mean of 3.07, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education with a mean of 3.31, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage with a mean of 2.86, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage with a mean of 3.37, There should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education with a mean of 3.21 and There should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education with a mean of 3.21. The   sectional mean stood at 3.15, indicated that the above statement are possible solutions to the problem of the girl child education in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State
Summary of Findings
The findings of this study are summarized below:
1. The problem of the girl child education includes, parent negative attitude towards education, Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education, Some religious practices do not favour girl education, Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education, Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education, Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl and Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education
2. The effect of the problem of girl child education include: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality. 
3. The solutions to the problem of the girl child education include: Free education should be provide to the girl child, Compulsory education should be provided to the child, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage, There should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education and There should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education.
Discussion of Finding
Findings obtained from the field work are hereby discussed as follows:
Research question one sought to find out the causes of the problem of girl child education. It was revealed that the causes of the problem of girl child education include: parent negative attitude towards education, Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education, Some religious practices do not favour girl education, Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education, Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education, Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl and Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education, with a sectional mean of 3.08. This lends credence to Aliyu (2009) when he found out that the attitude of parents toward girl-child enrolment, retention and completion of secondary school was not positive. Shuaibu (2015) who opined that the causes of problem of girl child education includes; parent negative attitude towards education, and ignorance to the benefit of education, early marriage of girl child, Some cultural believe, Some religious practices, Poverty, bad government policy and insecurity. This present study supports that of studies which indicated that the parents have negative attitude toward girl-child education in spite of government’s endeavours in providing free education to all.
Research question two sought to find out the effect of the problem of girl child education. It was revealed that the effect of the problem of girl child education include: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality with a sectional mean of 3.00. This is in line with Aliyu (2009) who opined that problem of girl-child education are numerous which may ranges from the hawking of goods by the girl-child of school ages, exploitation of the girl child by their parents, high tendencies of early marriages, religious/superstitious belief a times as a result of poverty and financial problem where some parents cannot afford to pay school fees for their children and Onoyase (2018) who opined that the effect of the causes of these problems of the girl child education can be categorize into : economic, social related factor cultural, limited opportunity to attend schools and early marriage. 
Research question three sought to find out the solutions to the problem of the girl child education. It was revealed that the solutions to the problem of the girl child education include: Free education should, Compulsory education, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage, there should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education and there should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education with a sectional mean of 3.15. This finding supported the finding of Taminu (2004) who recommends the urgent intervention of government to implement the laws governing girl-child education so as to enhance and change the negligence of girl-child education as provisioned in national policy on and provide equal access to education. Aliyu (2009) also concluded that the solution s to the problem of the girl child education should include: attention by the educational stakeholders to girl education, more responsible position given to women, scholarship award to the girl child and policies by the government to check negative attitude to girl child education
Finding indicated implicitly indicated that Counsellors are needed in secondary schools to counsel girl-child and their parent to model successful women in Academics in their communities and the society at large and  to organize parents’ conferences and use such media to discuss with parents relevance of girl education to the students themselves, their families and the nation. In addition, Counsellors should counsel female students so as to build up their self-esteem and take their studies seriously


CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter of the research work was based on the summary, conclusion, recommendations as well as suggestion for further studies
Summary
   Education is the process by which a person’s mind and character are developed through teaching especially through formal instruction of school or college or institution of bearing for adult. This research was carried out on this topic and eventually firmed the research in finding from different respondents. Three (3) and research questions were raised to guide the study. Relevant literatures were reviewed in line with the objectives. The population comprised of secondary school teachers Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara state. The sample consisted of 150 respondents from five (5) selected schools. The method of selection was simple random sampling process. The instrument use to collect data was a questionnaire while the data collected were analysed using percentage, frequency count and means scores. The finding revealed among others that the causes of the problem of girl child education include: parent negative attitude towards education, Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education, Some religious practices do not favour girl education, poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education, parents are ignorance to the benefit of education, bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl and Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education, with a sectional mean of 3.08. Findings also revealed that the effect of the problem of girl child education include: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality with a sectional mean of 3.00. In addition finding showed that the solutions to the problem of the girl child education include: Free education should, Compulsory education, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage, there should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education and there should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education with a sectional mean of 3.15. 
Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this study it was concluded that:
The causes of the problem of girl child education include: parent negative attitude towards education, Early marriage of girl child, Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education, Some religious practices do not favour girl education, Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education, Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education, Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl and Insecurity. 
The effect of the problem of girl child education include: Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty, Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition and Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality.
The solutions to the problem of the girl child education include: Free education should be provide to the girl child, Compulsory education should be provided to the child, the parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education, more appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage, Law should be made to abolish early child marriage, There should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education and There should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education.
Recommendations 
The following recommendations are made as a result of the findings and conclusion: 
0. The government should make education free up to secondary school level so that girls from poor homes can benefit.
0. The Ministry of Women Affairs should organize Public Enlightenment programmes on the consequences of early marriage of girls. 
0. Parents in Ilorin West local Government Area of Kwara State are advised to have a positive attitude toward girl-child education. 
Implication for Counselling
	Some of the counselling implications are: 
1. Counsellors are needed in secondary schools to counsel female students to model successful women in Academics in their communities and the society at large. 
2. Counsellors are to organize parents’ conferences and use such media to discuss with parents relevance of female education to the students themselves, their families and the nation. 
3. Counsellors should counsel female students so as to build up their self-esteem and take their studies seriously. 
Suggestion for Further Studies
From the results of this study, the following suggestions were made:
1. Attitude of parent towards girl child education in the North Eastern part of the country
2. The effect of cultural and religious values on girl child education in senior secondary schools in Kwara state
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APPENDIX I
A QUESTIONNAIRE ON PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES OF PARENTS TOWARD GIRL-CHILD EDUCATION IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA, KWARA STATE
Instruction: you are required to write your name, please read each statement carefully and answer frankly and clearly, this is not a test or evaluation, therefore there is neither ‘right ‘ nor ‘wrong ‘ answer to a question or statement. Tick the symbol that best represent your reaction to the statement of your choice. All information will be treated as highly confidential
Section A: Personal Data: Tick (√) as appropriate
1. Gender:	 male  (    )                Female (	  )
2. Age:		25-39 (         )   	40-54 (      )        55 and above (     )
3. Academic qualification :    NCE   (   )        B.SC/HND    (    )       
B.SC (Ed) /BA (Ed)    (      )	   M. SC/MA   (     ) 
         M. SC(Ed) /MA (Ed)   (      )                     Ph.D (     )
4. Years of working experience :  1-5 years   (   ) 6-10 years   (    ) 11-15years (    )  	16years and above (  )



SECTION B: RESEARCH STATEMENTS
Key :
Respond to the statement below by ticking against any option of your choice under strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD) 
	S/N
	Statement
	SA
	A
	D
	SD

	1
	Parents have negative attitude towards education
	
	
	
	

	2
	Early marriage of girl child do not favour their education
	
	
	
	

	3
	Some cultural believe do not encourage girl child education
	
	
	
	

	4
	Some religious practices do not favour girl education
	
	
	
	

	5
	Poverty is one of the factor that hinders Girl-Child Education 
	
	
	
	

	6
	Parents are ignorance to the benefit of education 
	
	
	
	

	7
	Bad government policy could affect parent attitude towards girl
	
	
	
	

	8
	Insecurity is also one of the causes of girl child education
	
	
	
	

	9
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to early marriage
	
	
	
	

	10
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to unwanted pregnancy
	
	
	
	

	11
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to child exploitation
	
	
	
	

	12
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to poverty
	
	
	
	

	13
	Illiteracy among girl child could lead to drop out syndrome and class repetition
	
	
	
	

	14
	Inadequate girl child education could lead to increase child mortality
	
	
	
	

	15
	Free education should be provide to the girl child
	
	
	
	

	16
	Compulsory education should be provided to the child 
	
	
	
	

	17
	The parent should change their negative attitude toward the girl child education
	
	
	
	

	18
	More appointment should be given to women and law should be made to abolish early marriage
	
	
	
	

	19
	Law should be made to abolish early child marriage
	
	
	
	

	20
	There should be more enlightenment campaign for girl child education
	
	
	
	

	21
	There should be more reward for girl child and their parent for girl child education
	
	
	
	



