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ABSTRACT
This research work was conducted to investigate the Impact of Social media on the reading skill of Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State, Nigeria, to complete the self-designed instrument constructed for data collection in this study. The study employed frequency counts, percentages and statistical tools for the analysis of the collected data. The findings show that effect of social media on the academic performance of secondary school, it also shows how social media affect majority of secondary school student academic performance. It recommended that Parents, teachers, school management and English bodies should monitor the students from falling to the dangers of wrong use of these social media sites. Schools teachers should also make sure that when students are in class they pay attention to teaching and not distracted by some social networking sites.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study 
In the digital age, social media has emerged as a pervasive force, influencing various aspects of daily life, including education for secondary school students Ilorin West Local Government, the rise of social media a platforms presents both opportunities and challenges that merit through investigation. This essay explores the background of the study on the impact of social media on the reading skills of secondary school students in this region highlight the relevance and implication of this phenomenon.
Social medial have been defined by various researchers. According to Boyd and Ellison (2017), social medial is defined as computer mediated technology that allow the creating and sharing of information ideal. Careers, interest and other of expression via communities and networks. Also, AOberst. (2019) asserted that social networks sites are web based services that allow individuals to construct a public or semi public profile within a bounded system, articulate a list of other users with whom they share a connections, view and traverse their list of connections and those made by other that are found in group on these sites	
Ezeah et al. (2015) describe social media as a modern interactive communication channel through which people connect to one another, share ideas, experiences, pictures, messages and information of common interest. Bryer and Zavatarro (2017) viewed it as technologies that facilitate social interaction, make possible collaboration, and enable deliberations across stakeholders. Others also describe it as a group of internet-based application that allows the creation and exchange of users’ generated content (Anjugu 2016).
Social media is fast becoming a trendy means of public communication and interpersonal ways of interacting with each other in Ghana and the world over. The conventional way of meeting each other is long over and presently, the world meets at social media sites (Daluba and Maxwell 2018). What distinguishes social media from the conventional means of communication is their interactive nature which allows the audience to participate from any part of the world. McQuail (2019) differentiates social media from the traditional mass media asserting that conventional mass communication was primarily one-directional, while the modern forms of communication are essentially interactive. This interactive aura of the social media confers unprecedented popularity on them. Social media by their very nature have the ability to inform, educate, entertain and inflame its audience. Above all, they have a contagious and outreaching magnetism which the traditional media lacks (Ezeah et al., 2013).
	Guthrie (2007) affirm that reading is the act of making meaning of printed or scribbled words, which is the foundation for learning and one of the most critical skills in everyday life. It follows then that if one develops the culture of reading regularly good reading culture has been formed. This is because a habit is formed unconsciously when an individual does something many times, and it then becomes a normal part of their life. Incidentally, many students do not belong in the category of those with a good reading culture; they prefer to be on social media than spend time acquiring knowledge through reading. Parents send their wards to school to study. They are exposed on their various campuses to various experiences such as browsing on social media which influences their behaviour (Ogbodo 2010). Learning, therefore, is a change in behaviour. Such a change is seen in rational reasoning, physical maturity, manipulative abilities and development of specific values and interests. The transformation may be simple or complex depending on the school environment.
	Reading skills are fundamental to academic success and cognitive development proficiency in reading enables students to accesses, interpret and anlyse information across various subjects thereby supporting their overall educational performance.
	However, the advent of social media has introduced new dynamics into the learning environment social media platforms, with their emphasis on brevity, visual contents and interactive features, may affect students reading practices and comprehension abilities.
	Recent studies suggest that social media’s influence on reading skill can be multifaceted. One one hand, these platforms provide access to a wealth of information and educational resources that could enhance students reading experiences, for instance, educational content, interactive e-books and literacy promoting apps are increasingly instant messaging, and multimedia content-may encourage superficial reading habits and reduce time spent indepth reading and comprehension.
Ilorin West Local Government, situated in Kwara State, Nigeria, represents adverse educational landscape where traditional teaching methods interact with modern technological advancement secondary schools. In this area, like those else where have witnessed as significant rise in students engagement with social media platforms such as facebooks, Twitter, Instagram and Tiktok. These platforms, while offering avenues for social interaction and information dissemination, also pose potential distractions and influence students reading habits and literacy skills.
	In the context of Ilorin West Local Government, the impact of social media on reading skills is particularly significant. This region is charactering by a growing youth population with increasing access to digital devices and internet connectivity. As students become more engaged with social media, educators and policy makers need to understand how this engagement influences their reading ability. Are students spending less time on traditional reading activities? Do social media interactions affect their comprehension and analytical skills? These are crucial questions that this study aims to address.
	Exploring this issue is vital for several reasons first, understanding the impact of social media on reading skills can inform educational practices and curriculum development in secondary schools of social media is found to detract from reading proficiency, targeted interventions and strategies can be designed to mitigate its negative effects while leveraging its potential benefits. Seconding sights gained from this study can contribute to broader discussion about the integration of digital technologies in education and the development of balanced approaches that foster both digital literacy and traditional reading skills.
Social media have two sides of a coin, bring with it both the negative and positive sides even in the aspect of education. It help people to be better informed enlightened and keeping a breast with world development. A number of studies have been conducted to find out the impact of social media an academic performance of secondary schools student. Jeffrey and Musah (2015) reported a high addiction rate among students in the usage of social media networks which lead to poor grammer and spelling, late submission of assignment, and poor academic performance. Also, Banquil, Chuna, leano, Rivero, Bruce, and Dianalan (2019), found a continuing drop of grade among students who use the social networking sites. This was supported by Kirschner and Karpinski (2017), who find out a significant negative relationship between facebook use and academic performance. They concluded that students who use facebook spend few hours per week studying on an average than facebook non user and this resulted in lower mean grade point average (GPA) study by Junco (2014) indicated that time spent on facebook was strongly and significantly negatively correlated with over all GPA. Schill (2019) stated that the media sites encourage negative behaviours for teen students such as procrastination (catching up with friends), and they are more likely to drink and drug. However, everyday many students are spending hours immersed in social media such as facebooking, my space, world of ware craft. At first glance this may seen like waste of time, however, it also help students to develop important knowledge and social skill and be active citizens who create and share content. At present, whether social media is favorable or unfavorable, many students utilize these sites on a daily basis. As social media sites continue to grow in popularity, it is our belief that technology is a vital part of today’s student success equation. Many researcher have been diving into a considerable amount of research on how social media influenced students rotation at college. Many parents are worried that their college students are spending too much time on facebook and other social media sites and not enough time studying. Therefore our research ascertains the relationship between the social media and students study efficiency.
Social networks provide them the freedoms to do whatever want to upload what they want and talk to whom they want the like to make new friend and comment on the lives of difference people students can create other identities that the real work ideal not allow the freedom it gives them to act just by sitting in front of a computer enthralls them and they then demand form are freedom. Never before has it been so easy for young mind to create a digital image of their action through such as a spontaneous medium. 
Many psychologist are worried about the identify crisis that our present generation may face today. The lives of people, especially students, are largely influenced by what is posted by other people on their profiles. The habits that students learn are decided more by what their friends to and less by the teaching of parents or professors. Getting too involved bad habits. Students prefer to chart with friends for hours and this lead to a waste of time that could have been used for studying, playing or learning new skills. It is often said that a long-term friendship is developed when people meet each spend time and share their experiences. But this virtual way of communicate with each other sites does not lead to natural, friendly experiences and hence cannot produce a healthy relationship with those friends. Also, those relationships tend to terminate easily due to a lack of person contact.
Statement of Problem 
	The pervasive use of social media among secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government has raised concerns about its potential impact on their reading skills. Social media platforms, which offer instant communication and diverse multimedia content, might influence students reading habits, comprehension and overall literacy. There is a growing need to investigate whether these platforms contribute to reduced engagement with traditional reading activities or if they provide new opportunities for enhancing reading activities or if they provide new opportunities for enhancing reading skills. This study aims to identify and analyze the effects of social media on the reading proficiency of secondary school students, exploring both the challenge and opportunities it present in the context of their educational development.
Purpose of the Study
	The general purpose of this study is to investigate the impact of social media on the reading skills of secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State, Nigeria. Specifically, this study aims to:
a.	assess the relationship between social media use and reading skills
b.	identify, the types of social media content and their influence 
c.	evaluate the perceptions of students and educators provide recommendations for educational practices.
Research Questions 
	The following research question would be answered in this study
a.	What is the relationship between the amount of time secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government spend on social media and their reading comprehension, vocabulary development and over all reading performance.
b.	How do different types of social media content consumed by secondary students influence the reading habits and skills, particularly in academic contexts.
c.	What are the perceptions of secondary school student and educators in Ilorin West Local Government regarding the impact of social media on students reading skills and academic performance?
d.	What strategies can be recommended to help secondary school student balance social media use with the development of strong reading skills, based on the findings of this study.
Research Hypothesis
HO1: There is no significant relationship between the amount of time secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government spend on social media and their reading comprehension, vocabulary development and overall reading performance.
HO2: There is no significant relationship in the perceptions of secondary school students and educators in Ilorin West Local Government regarding the impact of social media on students reading skills and academic performance.
HO3: There is no significant relationship in the impact of difference types of social media content consumed by secondary school students on their reading skills, particularly in academic contexts.
HO4: There is no significant relationship strategies that can be recommended to help secondary school students balance social media use with the development of strong reading skills, based on the findings of this study.
Significance of the Study
	The significance of this study on the impact of social media on the reading skills of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government cannot be overstated. Foster with, it provides valuable insights into the effects of social media on reading skills, which can inform the development of strategies to mitigate any negative impacts. This is crucial for educators and policy maker who seek to improve educational our comes in the region.
	In addition, findings of this study can help parents and guardians understand the influence of social media on their children’s reading habits and skills. This knowledge can enable them to balance social media use with reading and academic responsibilities.
	Moreover, the result of the study can inform the development of reading programs and interventions that address the challenges posed by social media. By understand the impact of social media on reading skills educators can design programs that promote healthy social media habits and strong reading skills.
	Furthermore, this study contributes to the existing body of knowledge on the impact of social media on educational outcomes, specifically reading skills. It provides a foundation for further research on the topic, exploring solutions and strategies to promote responsible social media use and strong reading skills.
	Finally, the findings of this study can offer recommendation for secondary school student balance social media use with reading and academic responsibilities. By lighting the need for media literacy and critical thinking skill the study can help students  navigate social media’s influence on reading and make informed choices about their social media use.
Scope of the Study
	This study would be carried out in five different schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State with a sample size of 100 students, 20 students would be randomly selected from each school, resulting to a total number of 100 respond. This scope would enable the researcher to investigate the impact of social media on the reading skill of secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government.
Operational Definition of Terms
Social Media use: the engagement of secondary school students with social media platforms such as facebooks, instagram, twitter and whatsapp, measured by the amount of time spent perday and the frequently of use.
Reading Comprehension: The ability of secondary school students to understand, interpret, and analyse written texts it is assessed through standardized reading comprehension test and classroom performance on reading assignments.
Vocabulary Development: The process by which secondary schools students acquire and effectively use new words. This is measured through vocabulary quizzes, spelling test and assessment of word usage reading and spoken contexts.
Overall Reading Performance: The general ability to perform the reading – related academic tasked, including reading fluency comprehension, and retention of information as evaluated through grades and standardized reading assessments.
Type of Social Media Content: The categories of material consumed on social platforms, including texts based posts, images, videos, memes and interactive content. 
Reading Habits:  the routines and practice related to reading that secondary schools students engage in such as the amount of time spent reading academic texts versus recreational content, and the frequency of reading outside of school assignment. 
Educational Strategies: interventions or method designed to help students improved their reading skills while engaging their social media use. These may include integrated approaches that use social media as a tool to enhance reading skill.
Perceptions of Impact: the views and opinions of secondary school students and educators regarding how social media affect reading skills and academic performance. This measured through surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions.


CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
A literature review is a piece of academic writing demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the academic literature on a specific topic placed in context. A literature review also includes a critical evaluation of the material; this is why it is called a literature review rather than a literature report.
A literature review is a summary and analysis of existing research on a topic, which provides context and background for a research project. It's a type of research that involves evaluating a range of sources, such as journal articles, books, and web resources. A literature review can help identify research questions, gaps in the literature, and areas for further study. 
The review of literature reviews the Impact of Social Media on the Reading Skills of Secondary School Students in Ilorin West Local Government area Kwara State
 This chapter looks into contributions of the following variables as they are organized under the following sub – headings:
· The Concept of Social Media
· The Concept of Social Networking
· Concept of Reading Skills
· Influence of Social Media on Reading Skills
· Social media Use among Secondary School students
· Effects and Gains of Social Media  on reading skills of students in Secondary School  
· Negative effects of Social Media on reading skills of students in Secondary School  
· Efforts of English/School Management at Making Social Media Effective for Students
· Assessment/Perception of Students in the Use of Social Media
· Review of Related Literature
 The Concept of Social Media
Social media, derived from the social software movement, are a collection of Internet websites, services, and practices that support collaboration, community building, participation, and sharing (Junco 2017). Bryer and Zavatarro (2019), define social media as ‘technologies that facilitate social interaction, make possible collaboration, and enable deliberation across stakeholders’. These technologies include blogs, wikis, media (audio, photo, video, text) sharing tools, networking platforms, and virtual worlds (Bryer and Zavatarro, 2020). The adoption of social media has grown extensively in recent years. As of July 2011, LinkedIn had over 100 million members, Facebook passed 750 million users, YouTube received 3 billion views per day, and Twitter held over 177 million tweets per day.(Chen & Bryer, 2016).
Social media according to Mozee (2015) is a term commonly used to describe different types of communication platforms and electronic ways of interacting. It is further described as a collection of Internetbased applications that build on the ideological and technological underpinnings of Web 2.0 and permits the formulation and exchange of user-generated content and depend mostly on mobile and Web technologies to create highly interactive platforms through which individuals and communities share, create, discuss and modify user-generated content (Kaplan and Haenlein 2018).		
	According to (Kietzmannn, 2016), Social media is that means that employs mobile and web based technology to create highly interactive platforms through which individuals and community share, co-create, discuss and modify users’ generated contents. Social media is a phrase being used by many today. It is a website that does not just give you information but interact with you while giving you information.
	Social media refers to the means of interaction among people in which they create, share, exchange and comment among themselves in different networks. Andreas and Micheal (2020) are of the opinion that social media is a group of internet based application that builds on the ideological foundation and allows the creation and exchange of users generated content.
		Social media has become one of the major channels of chatting through platforms such as 2go, Facebook, Whatapp, BBM Chat etc. There has been an increase in the mobile social media which has created new opportunity for browsing.
 “Social media is about the people! Not about your business. Provide for the people, and the people will provide for you.” (Mozee)

“If you have more money than brains, you should focus on outbound marketing. If you have more brains than money, you should focus on social media.” (Micheal)

“Engage, enlighten, encourage, and especially…just be yourself! Social media is a community effort; everyone is an asset.” (Kietzmannn)

The Concept of Social Networking
		Young (2010) referred to social networking as the process of finding friends and managing friendships through the internet. Stan (2012) defined social networking as the use of websites or other online technologies to communicate with people and share information resources.
		According to Anderson (2013), social networking is defined as the act of exchanging information, personal, or public through various forms of technology such as the internet, cell phones and other services. It is the way that many individuals make new friends and keep connected with existing ones through the use of the internet 
Concept of Reading 
Reading is an essential tool for lifelong learning. It is important for everyone to develop the rudiments of reading and the culture of reading always so as to survive in life. Reading, according to Holte (2018), adds quality to life and provides access to culture and cultural heritage. He points out that reading empowers and emancipates citizens and brings people together. Okeke (2017) reaffirms that the art of reading is a priceless instrument for everyone. It is one of the most important activities of life through which we enter into the life and experiences of others and extend our knowledge, scope of experience and enjoyment. It has a critical role to play in the overall development of an individual and the nation at large. Reading experience can be obtained in the library. The school library is a gateway to knowledge and will serve as a starting point or road map to reading and the promotion of reading culture. The library provides books and other resources which will help shape thoughts and influence the actions of students throughout life with active supervision by an experienced librarian.
Dadzie (2018) describe  reading is the technique of understanding words contained in a text. They make use of the knowledge for personal growth and development. This suggests making meaning out of recorded information either printed or non-printed. Individuals read for different reasons and purposes, some of which include for pleasure, leisure, relaxation, information and for knowledge. Reading is an individual's ability to identify symbols and the connection of suitable meaning to them. It needs identification and comprehension. Comprehension abilities assist the student in comprehending the meaning of words in isolation and in context (Palani, 2012). Palani views are reading as a process of thinking, evaluating, judging, imagining, reasoning and problem-solving. Reading, therefore, is an essential tool for knowledge transfer, and the culture of reading is an academic activity that increases skills in reading strategies. 
Due to technological development, reading habits are changing. In our society today, while technology is slowly taking a steady control over individual lives, the reading habit is fast vanishing. Students now lack the skill of reading because they spend more hours on electronic media, browsing the net, playing with handsets and passing nonstop SMSs seem to be the order of the day, thereby making reading a book or any other piece of written material in a quiet or peaceful corner of a library or home become an archaic idea for most school children and adults. Obama (2020) in his speech on the occasion to mark the World Reading Day, pointed out that children cannot achieve their set academic goals unless they raise their expectations and turn off television sets. Shabi and Udofia (2019) noted that active learning from books is better than passive learning such as watching and playing games. According to Kaufman (2021), children spend their time watching TV and playing video games instead of spending a great deal of time reading and writing. 
To appreciate the world and things around us, we read books, newspapers and others. Once we have been taught to read and have developed the culture of reading, we can explore the wealth of human experiences and knowledge. Reading is an intellectual activity which is possible only if a man forms the habit of reading and practices these from childhood. Reading culture, thus, play a vital role in enabling an individual to achieve practical efficiency. Indeed, reading of books is the most suitable medium through which knowledge is transmitted from generation to generation (Issa et al., 2012). As Gallo (2007) pointed out, reading books, yield their best to the individual if they read them at the time at which a particular masterpiece may ideally be chewed and digested.
There is very little literature in Kwara about the effects of social media on the reading skill of secondary  students and how these affect their academic achievement. Reading for students consists of reading activities for a variety of purposes, such as for academic excellence, examinations, relaxation or for information (Issa. et al., 2012). Consequently, reading activities in which students engage may considerably influence their studying skills and academic performance. There is a general sense in which an individual appreciates the connection between excellent reading culture and the academic achievement of students generally, (Issa et al., 2012).
Influence of Social Media on Students’ Reading Skills  
The idea of “Social Networking” has existed for several decades as a way for people to communicate in society and build relationships with others (Coyle & Vaughn, 2018). With the increase in the need to communicate with others and the popularity of the Internet, “Social Networking” has become an activity that is primarily on the Internet, with sites like Myspace, Facebook, Bebo, Friendster, WhatsApp, 2go and Xanga (Coyle & Vaughn:p41). Social sites (SNS) may be defined as: Web-based services that allow individuals to construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system. It also includes an articulate list of other users with whom they share a connection.
Statistics collected, according to Kaufman, by the Nigeria Department of Education’s National Centre for Educational Statistics shows that students’ achievement in both reading and academics have been declining in recent times. According to current studies, the rate of usage of mobile phones during lecture hours has been increasing dramatically. Teenagers and young adults send and read their text messages or play games on social network sites via their phones during lectures. There are two opposite views about school prohibition to access SNSs. First view states that “Some may primarily access the Internet at school rather than at home. Schools often have policy on usage, block websites or restrict access time for non-instructional purposes. Such situations might limit students’ participation in social network sites.” (Aim 2017). 
This opinion is nothing more than conjecture according to supporters of the other view. They claim that the prohibition to use mobile phones during lessons does not deter students from reading: “64% of teens who own cell phones have text during class, even in schools where cell phones are technically banned.” (Kuznekoff 2015). This huge ratio indicates that prohibitions are not an effective way to reduce the use of social network sites during lessons. The negative effect of the use of social network sites on teenagers and young adults are quite obvious. Some results of usage of social network sites indicate that they turn into harmful facilities for teenagers and young adults. The first damage on them is to convince them about the existence of a new world which provides them with no challenges. Also, there is no person to check their actions on social network sites and it takes away the influence of parents and teachers from teenagers’ and young adults’ lives. 
Fasee Ullah and his colleagues report that social networks provide a virtual life to the students, such that those students who do not even speak in front of anyone could feel freedom in their virtual life. When they use social networks they feel excited but this addiction kills their inner self confidence for ever. Becoming an addict of social networks makes them think that they have so many friends but in reality all of the contacts are virtual contacts. As a result of these it is observed that the interest in reading books is declining at a very fast pace. If it is not checked, it will lead to a situation whereby students will become addicted to the social media sites. 
The present study will adopt a descriptive research theory to analyze data gathered. Descriptive research is used to describe characteristics of a population or phenomenon being studied. It does not answer questions about how/when/why the characteristics occurred. Rather, it addresses the "what" question (what are the characteristics of students who indulge in social media as compared to those whose use is quite minimal? (Schields, 2013)). The characteristics used to describe the situation or populations are usually some kind of categorical scheme also known as descriptive categories. The description is used for frequencies, averages and other 

Social media Use among Secondary School students
Social media is commonly used on a regular basis by millions of people across the globe for different reasons as mentioned earlier. Tertiary students as Browning et al. (2019) pointed out are exposed to all types of technologies in many aspects of their lives. These include desktop computers, laptops, e-readers, tablets, mobile phones and so on to engage in social networking actively. A large chunk of social media users are made up of students. A recent survey of 3000 students from across the US confirms that 90% of university students use Facebook and 38% use Twitter (Dahlstrom  2017). Given the acceptance level of social media, a great number of tertiary institutions use these communication tools in the classrooms. Some University lecturers according to Abdul Rahmi , (2014) are embracing the use of social media for productive discussions as well as dealing with their respective learners in matters concerning academics and improving learning benefits through better communication within and outside the lecture hours. 
Studies have revealed that Facebook is the most popular social tool used where 85 to 99% of tertiary students use it for different purposes (Matney and Borland, 2019. Social media communication and collaborative technology capabilities such as threaded bulletin boards are used to support teaching as well as learning and have been found to be effective (Leask, 2018). The value of interactive social media technologies in tertiary institutions is now recognized in the way that teaching and learning strategies are in an increasingly globalized process (Kirkup 2015). The most commonly cited benefits of social media by scholars are their ability to facilitate collaborative learning and communication among peers and with individuals outside academia (Collins and Hide, 2017).
On the contrary, some researchers disagree with the previous statement (Chen & Bryer, 2016) who noted that notwithstanding the prevalence of social media for private use, a low percentage of students and educators use them for academic purposes. Junco (2018) asserted that time spent on social media were adversely related to the overall Grade Point Average (GPA), and time spent on Facebook is somewhat negatively correlated with time spent reading. Also, Paul et al. (2014) suggested a statistically significant negative relationship between time spent by students on social media and their academic performance in their study of the ‘effect of online social networking on student academic performance’. As time spent on social media sites increases, the academic performance of tertiary students deteriorates. This ties in well with the discoveries of Kirschner and Karpinski (2018), which demonstrate that addiction with social media by Secondary school students can have negative impacts on academic performance.
Many parents as mentioned earlier have concerned about their wards, as they seem to have been carried away by the fascinating world of social media. Bello (2015) noted that if the dangerous trend of social media obsession is left unchecked, it may affect an already collapsing education system. 
According to Kuss and Griffith, (2015), most students engage in a variety of activities relative to social media some of which may be potentially addictive. The mass appeal of social media can be a cause for concern, particularly when attending to the gradually increasing amount of time students spend online.
Secondary school students spend more time on Facebook, Twitter and other social media through smartphones that are now in abundance. Many students cannot go for two-three hours without checking and updating their profiles on these social networks even to the detriment of reading activities. Morahan-Martin and Schumacher (2019) describe social media obsession as the extreme use of the internet and the failure to control this usage which seriously harms a person’s life. Charlton and Danforth (2017) are worried hence noted that there seems to be an alarming rate of social media obsession among students today. A trend that might affect their academic, social and spiritual lives negatively if not controlled.
Effects and Gains of Social Media on Reading skills of Students in Secondary School 
		Social media offers greater opportunities for learning. Students are exploring the world than just books. Students are learning and adapting to the world using a relatively new form of communication. Secondary school students gain from social media through the following ways;
(i) Since social media networks are designed for the purpose of communal connections. students assess facebook, twitter, whatsapp, 2go, instagram and so on to connect and share information with those around them. 
(ii) Students use social media day-in-day-out to interact with their peers including teachers about class related matter.
(iii) Social media users share knowledge among themselves in their day to day activities giving and receiving helpful information at rapid speeds.
	According to Deola (2011) reviewed that, some students who engaged in social media networks more often engage in more frequent and problematic drinking habits, have trouble managing their time, and have trouble developing effective study habit. Low academic performance is another attributed negative effect of social media on secondary school students. So use of social media may not result in all positive outcome and the “Sum” of it influence on any particular student is likely complex.
 Negative effects of Social Media on reading skills of students in Secondary School Student 
Secondary School students are expected to read and keep abreast of what is happening around them. However, that apparently does not happen anymore, thanks to the advent of the social media. Many tertiary students now spend quality time surfing the internet on gossips and other immaterial issues. Different studies have revealed that most individuals never finish reading a fiction book from cover to cover after leaving school (Brydolf 2017).
Also, there are distinct investigations which reveal that many students have graduated from institutions with inadequate reading abilities, attributing it to the weak culture developed during their university days (see Singh 2015). In most tertiary institutions, learners do not read, even the few who read, only do so as a means of passing their examinations (Paul 2018). The libraries that are intended for reading have now been turned into browsing centres, points of reference and copying of lecture notes as only a few students are seen reading in the libraries most times.
As Shabo and Usofia (2019) pointed out, the reading culture of learners has been washed down the drain as a consequence of the evolution of technology and advent of social media. Reading is the fundamental factor that determines the foundation of prominence in people's lives irrespective of status, gender, and age. It improves and develops an individual and is also essential when writing an examination. One of the principal cause for the dwindling speed at which students read is as a result of the invasion of social media as mentioned earlier. Further, users around the world, whether teens or college students share personal information on social media. Most individuals disclose personal information on their profiles. Research on social media found a paradox, a discrepancy between privacy concerns and actual privacy settings (Barnes 2006). Analyses of profiles have found that social media users, especially students provide a significant amount of personal information on public profiles. Gross and Acquisti (2005) examined the Facebook profiles of more than 4000 tertiary students and discovered that only a little percentage had changed the default privacy settings (Lukas 2016). The question that arises is it secured enough that students share their personal information since it has become a significant aspect of their lives.
Efforts of School Management in Making Social Media Effective for Students
		There are developments in the Nigerian education sector which indicate some level of ICT application in the secondary schools. The Federal of Nigeria, in the National Policy on Education (Federal Republic of Nigeria, (2004), recognizes the prominent role of ICTs in the modern world, and has integrated ICTs into education system in Nigeria. In June 2003, at the African Summit of the World Economic Forum held in Durban, South Africa, the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) launched the e-schools initiative, intended to equip all African high schools with ICT equipment including computers, radio and television sets, phones and fax machines, communication equipment, among other things. It is meant to connect African students to the internet.
		Furthermore, the State of Osun, under the leadership of Governor Rauf Aregbesola, in his resolution to champion inspiring innovations from Africa, has taken a ground breaking step to utilize ICTs to concisely tackle the learning problem through the use of tablet (Opo Imo) initiative. The Osun state, through ‘Opo Imo’ Technology Enhanced Learning System (OTELS), has developed a learning tool that could revolutionize learning in developing states around the world.
		On the part of the school management, they embarked on continuous training and development of the teachers and non-academic staff on Information and Communication Technology (ICT) usage. 
	The school management also educates the students on the shortcomings and benefits of social media to students. Emphasize on the need for teaching computer studies in secondary schools in Nigeria. Although efforts have been made to ensure that ICTs are available and used in Nigerian secondary schools, the level of uptake is still low. It has been observed by Goshit (2016) that most schools where both private and governments do not offer ICT training programmes.			
Assessment/Perception of Students in the use Social Media
		The students’ assessment and perception on the use of social media is extremely positive and the vast majorities of students users are member and would be sad should social media sites be closed down. It is clear that secondary school students are strong users of technology. They spend time daily using technology. McArthur and Bostedo-Conway, (2012), “encourage teachers to join the digital age and begin to experiment with any new tool that is available for students”. Academics should therefore, make use of social media sites software such as Facebook, Twitter, Whatsappetc both in their personal lives and in classrooms.
		Several studies have investigated influence of social networking on secondary school students. Although, it is said that active learning from reading books is better than passive learning, such as watching television. Some researchers have observed that the decline in the reading habits of students is as a result of technological innovations such as social networking. According to Agwu and Kalu (2011), the abuse of new technologies contribute to students’ poor reading. They opined that in this era of information and communication technology, the general orientation of young people has unconsciously changed from reading and the love of books are substituted to these new technologies. They further emphasized that people now live in the generation of Ipad, Laptop, iphone, Facebook, Twitter and other social networking sites, thereby reading has been literally sacrificed on the altar of modern technologies.
		Karpinski (2009) reported in her findings that the majority of students who use facebook every day are underachieving by as much as an entire grade compared with those who shun the site,facebook users may feel socially successful in cyberspace but they are more likely to perform poorly in exams. Some empirical studies have been conducted Pierce and Vaca (2007) carried out a study to examine the differences in academic performance between teen users and non-users of various communication technologies. 517 high school students were sampled, the ages of the participants ranged from 14-20 years. The sample consisted of 201 males and 316 females. This study was a purely survey research. The purpose of the study was to look at teens’ use of social networking sites, cell phones, and instant messaging (IM) to determine if there are differences in the academic performance between users and non-users of those communication devices. The results revealed that there is a difference in grade fluctuation between those who had My space account, IM account and those with a cell phone and text messaging.
		Those who had social networking site account or social media account recorded significantly lower than those who did not have any social media account.  While those who had a cell phone reported significantly lower grade than those who did not have a cell phone. Almost half of the students are reported text messaging someone during class time. This study suggested that students may not be paying attention as carefully in class as they could. This too may be an additional distraction to their studies and a factor that influences their grades.
		Sofela, T. (2012), In his study “The Effect of Social Media on Students. (A Paper presented in Craft Magazine October 23, 2012.)”. Asserts that, the popularity of social media has grown expediently. The social networking sites such as Facebook, 2go, Myspace, BB chat allows social interaction among students.
		The study examined the possible effect of such sites on youths. He said, gone are those days when events happen and it stays a while before people begin to hear about it.But now, through social media, events and news are now known within splits second after they are shared. It offers youths a channel for entertainment, communication and meeting friends and those you have not seen for a long time.        
		The study also analyzed the negative consequences of such sites. Despite the positive gain, it comes with the negative impact of it.It was before now used by students for research but most students abandoned their home work to chat with friends.The study emphasized the need for students to create a balance between social media and their academics to prevent setbacks.



CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This study is undertaken to examine the Impact of social media on the reading skills of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local English area Kwara State, the presentation is itemized under these sub-headings:
· Research Design
· Population and Sampling Techniques 
· Research Instrument 
· Research Procedure 
· Method of Data Analysis.
Research Design
	The research design used for this study is survey research design. An attempt was made to determine the opinion of respondents on the Impact of social media on the reading skills of  secondary school students in Ilorin West Local English area Kwara State 
Population and Sample
According to Caben (2014), population is the total collection of all elements or number about which the researcher used to draw conclusions.
		The population for the study comprises of five Junior secondary schools in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State, 20 students were randomly selected from each schools.
	The selected schools are as follows:
i.	Government Day Junior Senior Secondary School Odokun
ii.	Wasiri Junior Secondary School
iii.	Baboko Junior Secondary School
iv.	Sheik Abdulkodir Junior Secondary School
v.	Government Day Secondary Adewole 
Research Instrument
		The research instrument used in this was a set of structured questionnaire. It is preceded by covering letter, introducing the researcher, explaining the purpose of the research and soliciting assistance in providing the required information. The questionnaire has two sections. Section A contains personal data of the respondents such as; name, age, gender preferably, class etc. While Section B contains twenty (20) statement items that were expected to throw light on the research questions.
Research Procedure
		The researcher personally takes the questionnaire to the selected schools. The hundred (100) questionnaires were given to students offering English with the assistance of their class teachers who helped to identify those English students, having sought the permission of the school principals. The questionnaires were administered face to face with the respondents and were collected on the spot to avoid getting lost.
Method of Data Analysis
		Simple tables, frequency count and percentages were adopted in the presentation and analysis of the data generated for the study while chi-square was used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. These statistical tools were used because they were suitable means of interpreting data generated from the respondents.


CHAPTER FOUR
DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Analysis 
		The findings of the study are presented here under the following sub-sections in accordance with the research questions earlier prepared and hypotheses set  for the study
Table 1
		Responses of English students on sex as regards social media
	Sex
	Frequency 
	Percentage

	Male
	40
	40%

	Female
	60
	60%

	Total
	100
	100%


	The result of the distribution of the by sex reveals that the total number of 40(40%) were males. While 60 (60%) of the respondents were females, making the number of the total respondents to be one hundred (150).


Table 2: Frequency Distribution of Respondents by Age   
	Age group
	Frequency
	Percentage

	8 to 10 years
	35
	35%

	11 to 13 yrs
	20
	20%

	14 to 16yrs
	25
	25%

	17 and above 
	20
	20%

	TOTAL
	100
	100%


Table 2 revealed the frequency distribution according to age range of respondents. The result shows that respondents with age range of 8 to 10 years were 35 (35%,) while those with age range of 11 to 13 years were 20(20%) of the total respondents, and age range of 14 to 16 years were 25(25%) of the total respondents, while those with age range of 17 years and above were 20(20%) of the total respondents. This showed that respondents with age range of 8 to 10 and 17 years above responded have the highest percentage.


Table 3: Distribution of the Respondents by Class
	Class
	Frequency 
	Percentage

	J.S.S1
	20
	20%

	J.S.S2
	30
	30%

	J.S.S3
	50
	50%

	Total 
	100
	100%


  	The result of the distribution of the respondents by class reveals that the total number of 20(20%) of respondents were J.S.S1 students, 30(30%) of the respondents were J.S.S2 students while 50(50%) of the respondents were J.S.S3 students
Table 4
		The responses of junior secondary school English students on the most visited social networking sites.
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Facebook
	30
	38%

	WhatsApp
	25
	30%

	Instagram 
	11
	11%

	Google 
	15
	15%

	Yahoo Messenger
	2
	2%

	Others
	17
	17%

	Total
	100
	100%


		Table 2 shows that Facebook and Wahtsapp are the most visited social media by Junior secondary school English students in Ilorin West Local Government, Kwara State, Nigeria.
Table 5
		The responses of secondary school English students’ purposes for using social media.
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Chatting with friends
	30
	30%

	Communication
	16
	16%

	Entertainment
	14
	14%

	Academic
	20
	20%

	News
	20
	20%

	Undecided
	-
	-

	Total
	100
	100%


		From the Table 3 above, junior secondary school students scored 30%, 16%, 14%, 20% and 20% respectively. This shows that the students mostly use social media to relate with their peers and classmates. The table also shows that, 20% of the English students use social media for academic purpose and to be abreast of happening in the world (news).


Table 6
	Most used Information and Communication Technologies to explore social media
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	GSM/Cell phones
	71
	71%

	Laptops
	9
	9%

	Desktop Computers
	9
	9%

	Ipad
	11
	11%

	Total
	100
	100%


		From the result in Table above, 71% of senior secondary school English students use GSM/Cell phones to explore social media. The table also shows that the students have less preference for Laptops, Computers and Ipad.
Table 7: This table shows the responses of Students on the perceptions of secondary school student and educators in Ilorin West Local Government regarding the impact of social media on students reading skills and academic performance?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL 

	1.
	Did you use social networking sites to relate with your peers and classmates
	65
65%
	35
35%
	100
100%

	2.
	Did you use social media sites for communication purposes
	70
70%
	30
30%
	100
100%

	3.
	Did you use social media sites basically for entertainment (pleasure) 
	55
55%
	45
45%
	100
100%

	4.
	Did you use social media sites mostly for your assignment 
	54
54%
	46
46%
	100
100%

	5.
	Did you use social media sites to be abreast of what happenings in the world (news)
	62
62%
	37
37%
	100
100% 


Table 7: shows the responses of students on how the use of social media influences their performance in English. Majority of the respondents  were agreed while minority disagreed that the social media influences them in English language  in Ilorin West Local Government?
Table 8: This table shows the responses on How do different types of social media content consumed by secondary students influence the reading habits and skills, particularly in academic contexts
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES 
	YES 
	TOTAL

	1.
	Did you have favourable social networking site you visited most 
	61
61%
	39
39%
	100
100%

	2.
	Did you visit virtually all social media sites daily
	59
59%
	41
41%
	100
100%

	3.
	Did you spend your leisure hours on social media sites 
	52
52%
	48
48%
	100
100%

	4.
	Does your social networking account is active all through the day
	55
55%
	45
45%
	100
100%

	5.
	Did you spend an average of one hour on social networking sites 
	70
70%
	30
30%
	100%
100


Table 8: shows the responses of students on which social networking sites do English students visit most. Majority of the respondents were agreed while minority disagreed that the minority of them have most visited social networking site they always visit often.
Table 9: This table shows the responses on what strategies can be recommended to help secondary school student balance social media use with the development of strong reading skills, based on the findings of this study?
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Did you rarely visit social networking sites 
	80
80%
	20
20%
	100
100%

	2.
	Does Social media have broadened your knowledge on different subject matters
	75
75%
	15
15%
	100
100%

	3.
	Does Social media has provided good learning experiences by consistently sharing ideas with peers
	75
75%
	15
15%
	100
100%

	4.
	Does Social media has enhanced your learning by getting do assignment done 
	80
80%
	20
20%
	100
100%

	5.
	Does Social media sites help you get involved in some competitions such as essay competitions
	60
60%
	40
40%
	10
100%


Table 9: shows the responses on what English students use their chosen social media for. Majority of the respondents choose Yes while minority choose No on the statement respectively.
Table 10: This table shows the responses on what is the relationship between the amount of time secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government spend on social media and their reading comprehension, vocabulary development and over all reading performance
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO
	TOTAL

	1.
	Did you feel academically and socially integrated since you started to use social networking sites 
	59
50%
	41
41%
	100
100%

	2.
	Does social media is addictive 
	60
60%
	40
40%
	100
100%

	3.
	Does social media is a form of distraction
	70
70%
	30
30%
	100
100%

	4.
	Does constant use of social media sites, take away the time for reading
	75
75%
	15
15%
	100
100%

	5.
	Does social networking sites are the easiest point of pornographic access, drifting your mind away from reading 
	65
65%
	25
25%
	100
100%


Table 10: shows the responses on what is the extent of time English students invest into use of social media. Majority of the respondents choose Yes that they invest most of their social media networking while minority choose No on the statement respectively.
4.2 Result and Discussion
		The findings from this study are quite revealing. The result reveals that there is a significant difference in the performance of male and female students in English as a result of their use of social media. Majority of female English students use social media sites for academic purposes such as assignment, sharing of ideas, discussing class work activities etc. A greater number of male students use social media sites for communication and entertainment purposes. The findings of the study also reveals that female English use social media more than their male counterparts.
	These findings tally with that of Khan (2010). Who noted that majority of male students use social networking sites for communication and entertainment purposes. The results also revealed that secondary school English students use some social networking sites to a high extent. Some of these social networking sites are; Facebook, WhatsApp and Instragram. However, the results of this study relates with the findings of Flad (2010) and Poukhan (2010). Flad’s study found that Facebook is the most utilized social networking site by secondary school students prefer Facebook to other social networking sites.
		The results revealed the Information and Communication Technologies (ITCs) mostly used by secondary school English students. These information communication technologies are GSM/Cell phones, Laptops, Desktop Computers and Ipad. The result of this study indicated that these students prefer to use GSM/Cell phones. This is as posited by Pierce and Vaca (2007) that teens use their cell phones for their social networking activities.
		The results of this study revealed that the amount of time spent on social media sites interfere with the academic performance of students in English. In addition, the students develop the poor writing skills and their grammar usage becomes very poor due to the abbreviations they use in the process of chatting (social networking sites).
		The finding of this study is in line with Pokhan (2015), whose study revealed that social networking is most likely to affect students’ grammar usage, make the students take short cuts in school work and got distracted in their academic exercise


CHAPTER FIVE
 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary 
		This research work was carried out in order to examine the Impact of social media on the Reading skill of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State. Five secondary schools were randomly selected in the area with a total number of 100 students.
		The researcher visited the schools and personally administered the questionnaire with the assistance of the class teacher. From the findings, it was discovered that social media have both positive and negative impacts on the academic performance of students in English. It was observed that the use of social media among English students and their academic performance, comparison were made and concluded that, the academic performance of English students suffer set back. However, if English students use social media judiciously, it will enhance students’ academic performance.
		It was also revealed that, there is a difference in the performance of male and female students in English as a result of their use of social media. It was observed that, female students use social media more than their male counterparts. The implication is that, the female students need to be closely watched for better performance than their male counterparts.
Conclusion
		This study reveals that junior secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government, appear to be different in the use of social media sites as a result of their gender difference. Junior Secondary school students visit Histogram, Facebook and WhatsApp when compared to other social networking sites via their handsets or GSM.
		Secondary school students of the sampled schools to a large extent visit these social networking sites to relate with their peers as well as for communication. They also use them for assignments (academic purpose) but far much lesser.
		Secondary school students of the schools students prefer the use of GSM/Cell phones in accessing social networking sites than Laptops, Desktop Computers and Ipad. Social media do have both positive and negative impact on students offering English but due to the misuse of social media, the students’ academic performance suffers set back. Most of the students are prone to use of short words called abbreviations and wrong spellings
Implication of the Study
The implication of the study would be carried out in five different schools in Ilorin West Local Government Area, Kwara State with a sample size of hundred students, twenty students would be randomly selected from each school, resulting to a total number of hundred respond. This scope would enable the researcher to investigate the impact of social media on the reading skill of secondary school in Ilorin West Local Government.
Recommendation
		Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are offered. The stakeholders (school authorities, teachers, parents and guardians) should pay more attention to the female folk. Both male and female English students need to be guided properly and informed on their vulnerability which they may encounter on these sites if not utilized in moderation.
		School teachers can introduce a group discussion forum on these networking sites for the students to contribute positively on different topics of interest; this will keep them active in a productive way.
		Teachers, parents, guardians and school management should teach students the importance of prioritizing their needs and visit social networking sites with good intention rather than for ulterior motives. They should be encouraged to explore the potential benefits of social media sites.
		Parents, teachers, school management and English bodies should monitor the students from falling to the dangers of wrong use of these social media sites. Schools teachers should also make sure that when students are in class they pay attention to teaching and not distracted by some social networking sites.
		Parents, teachers and school management need also to teach the students about time management. They should put a limitation to students activities while at school and at home so that they will not fritter away useful time on irrelevant activities like chatting.
		School management and teachers should checkmate English students’ use of GSM/Cell phones especially during school hours to ensure that students are not carried away by use of these technological devices. As some stakeholders have purposed, students should be discouraged from the use of GSM in schools. Most of them use these social media for ulterior purposes and this hinders them from attaining academic excellence.
Limitation of the Study
It is not an expectation that covering distance in the cause of making some findings people come across different problem either finance or availability of time.
Due to transportation problems in the local government area, the researcher was unable to cover the entire local government area as wished.
Un-cooperative attitudes of students and not keeping to time appointed, it was noted that most people found it difficult to reveal their minds as they feared to be implicated. There were no enough materials like textbooks and journals and some people were not ready at all to answer the questions given by researcher due to lack of interest or ignorance on the project.
Suggestion for Further Studies 
This study examine only the impact of social media on the reading skill of secondary school students in Ilorin West Local Government Area Kwara State. The research has not exhausted all the advantages and disadvantages of social media on the reading skill of secondary school students. Therefore future researchers can still carryout studies of other advantages and disadvantages of social media on the reading skill and even suggest most relevant website for students that will serve as advantages for them in the term of reading skills. But similar studies could be extended to other local government areas of the federation to increase the generalization of the finding of this study.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
EFFECT OF SOCIAL MEDIA LANGUAGE USE ON THE ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF SELECTED SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN ILORIN WEST LOCAL ENGLISH AREA KWARA STATE
This research instrument consists of twenty five items based on effect of social media language use on the academic performance of selected secondary school students in Ilorin West Local English Area Kwara State. Each item state is followed by two options of responses labeled Yes or No. Read through each statement and tick the appropriate option that matches your position. Your choice of option shall be treated with high confidentiality.


SECTION A
Name……………………………….……….……………………………...
Name of School……………………………………………………………...
Class…………………………………………………………………………
Sex…………………………………………………………………………
Age…………………………………………………………………………..
SECTION B
	S/N
	ITEMS
	YES
	NO

	
	What is the relationship between the amount of time secondary school students spend on social media and their reading comprehension, vocabulary development and over all reading performance.
	
	

	1.
	Did you use social networking sites to relate with your peers and classmates
	
	

	2.
	Did you use social media sites for communication purposes
	
	

	3.
	Did you use social media sites basically for entertainment (pleasure) 
	
	

	4.
	Did you use social media sites mostly for your assignment 
	
	

	5.
	Did you use social media sites to be abreast of what happenings in the world (news)
	
	

	
	How do different types of social media content consumed by secondary students influence the reading habits and skills, particularly in academic contexts
	
	

	6
	Did you have favourable social networking site you visited most 
	
	

	7.
	Did you visit virtually all social media sites daily
	
	

	8.
	Did you spend your leisure hours on social media sites 
	
	

	9.
	Does your social networking account is active all through the day
	
	

	10.
	Did you spend an average of one hour on social networking sites 
	
	

	
	What are the perceptions of secondary school student and educators in Ilorin West Local Government regarding the impact of social media on students reading skills and academic performance
	
	

	11
	Did you rarely visit social networking sites 
	
	

	12
	Does Social media have broadened your knowledge on different subject matters
	
	

	13
	Does Social media has provided good learning experiences by consistently sharing ideas with peers
	
	

	14.
	Does Social media has enhanced your learning by getting do assignment done 
	
	

	15
	Does Social media sites help you get involved in some competitions such as essay competitions
	
	

	
	What strategies can be recommended to help secondary school student balance social media use with the development of strong reading skills, based on the findings of this study
	
	

	16
	Did you feel academically and socially integrated since you started to use social networking sites 
	
	

	17
	Does social media is addictive 
	
	

	18
	Does social media is a form of distraction
	
	

	19
	Does constant use of social media sites, take away the time for reading
	
	

	20
	Does social networking sites are the easiest point of pornographic access, drifting your mind away from reading 
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