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ABSTRACT

This project is designed to look into the factors affecting the study of oral English among Junior Secondary School, Students in Ilorin West, Kwara State, Nigeria which is an integral part of the English language. It focused on the way in which the teaching of Oral English can be improved, especially in Junior Secondary schools, where students find it difficult to perform very well in Oral English. The researcher used the Oral English past questions and answers technique to obtain data from 100 hundred students and ten randomly selected teachers, from the five sampled schools, in which the data were verified and analyzed. Based on the finding that poor method of teaching, lack of textbooks, students poor attitude to reading are the major factors responsible for the students poor performance in Oral English, the researchers recommended that, English language teaching of Orals for the teachers, while the students on the other hand should always take oral English serious, as it.
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CHAPTER ONE

Background to the Study

English language has no doubt come to stay as Lingua Franca in Nigeria; English obviously is the formal or official language for the country. This status accounts for the high premium Nigeria places it. Being a foreign language, the skills in it have to be learnt rather than acquired. Since the language is needed for the proper functioning of the country, the Federal republic of Nigeria has severally demonstrated its commitment towards the development of the language. In doing this, the government adopted a multi-dimensional approaches or strategies to the development of the language.
An integral part of these strategies aimed at ensuring the growth of English languages in Nigeria is its inclusion in the school’s curriculum, as a subject of study, of particular interest to the curriculum planners is the speaking skill, a knowledge which enables the learners to speak the language in the same way the native speakers do. The aspect of English which cater for this interest is referred to as “phonetic and phonology” (Banjo, 2015).



Phonetics is defined as the study and description of the physical properties of human speech sounds. It is sub-divided into “Articulatory phonetics, auditory phonetics and acoustic phonetics.
On the other hand, phonology is the manner by which sounds are patterned into a system of a special language”. Phonology of English language is studied at segmental and supra-segmental levels. Segmental phonology deals with the consonant and vowel/phonemes, while supra-segmental level deals with the analysis of stress, rhythm, intonation and tone (Olokooba, 2011).
A learner’s competence in speaking skills of the English is usually determined by which he or she internalized those properties of the English languages sound system. It is pertinent to say that, the phonetics level in the academic field differs from one stage to another in Education and if not well handled, such problems could include inconsistence in English or orthographies, selecting target language (TL), mother tongue interference, problem of pronunciation of the English lexicons, as a result of lack of learning facilities like pronunciation of dictionary and a host of others.
In other to remedy the problems, the research work deems it necessary to expose the aforementioned problems and suggest 



means of improving the mastery of English language in Nigerian Junior Secondary school, for instance, as Banjo (2017) observed English language is important at all the levels of educational system in order to bring productivity, especially in Junior Secondary School.
In the study of English Language, test of orals (phonetics and phonology) remains a very vital issue that cannot be ignored among the academics. Phonetics according to Yusuf (2014), is the description of the properties contained in human speech sound.
The knowledge gained from the study of phonetics and phonology also helps Nigerian Junior Secondary School students and educated individuals generally, to pronounce English words more corrector. Not that alone, a good mastery of the English sounds help learner to ascertain when their mother tongue (MT) is gained influence an English language.
Statement of the Problem
	Due to the increasing nature of poor academic performance of secondary school students especially in external examinations like WAEC, NECO, NAPTEB or JAMB, many educationists tend to shift the blame on the students lack of interest in the subject being 



discussed, interference of mother tongue, lack of constant practice by the students, lack of orientation and facilities as well as shortage and limited accessibility to relevant books. I wish to maintain that though efforts have been put in place to improve oral English, a good result is yet to be seen (Obiri, 2017)
Purpose of the Study
	The general purpose of the study is to examine the factors affecting the study of oral English among Junior Secondary School students in Ilorin West LGA Kwara State. In specific terms, the study would seek to find out:
a.	The general performance of JSS students in oral English.
b.	The influence of gender on oral English performance among Junior Secondary School students.
c.	The influence of school type on oral English performance among Junior Secondary school.
Research Questions
	The study is guided among the following research questions;
1.	What is level of Junior Secondary School students’ performance in oral English?
.



2.	Is there any difference in the oral English performance of Junior Secondary school students based on gender?
3.	Is there any difference in the oral English performance of Junior Secondary school students based on school type?
Research Hypotheses
	The following hypotheses are formulated to sharpen the focus of the study:
Ho1: There is no significant difference in the oral English performance among male and female in JSS students.
Ho2:	  There is no significant difference in the Oral English performance of public and private JuniorSecondary School students.
Significance of the Study
	Oral English is very important aspect of English language that cannot be neglected in our educational system, this aspect particularly the research study becomes significances, in that, it will help the Nigerian Junior Secondary school students to improve their pronunciation of the English Lexicons, as for the students, it is belief that the outcome of the study will go along way by making 



them to adjust their attitudes to English learning generally and with particular emphasis on oral English.
	Furthermore, parents, language in education, policy makers, government, research individuals and institutions will also have many benefits from this project.
The parents benefit from this project in the sense that they are the one of the agents of socialization which inculcates knowledge to their children through speaking English phonologically.
	Language in Education also have much benefits from the project, because they are the one to teach the students on how to know or have much knowledge on phonology. Government should be vocal in their speech and vibrant especially in the aspect of oral English.
Scope of the Study
	This is a study designed to find out the factors influencing the study of oral English among Junior Secondary School students in Ilorin West, Kwara State. The coverage of this research topic is the Nigerian Junior Secondary schools in general and Ilorin West Kwara State in particular. Random sampling technique would be used to select samples for this study. Descriptive and inferential statistics would be used to analyse the data collected.



Operational Definition of Terms
The following terms are operationally defined as used in         the study:
Stress:   	This is the degree of emphasis or prominence laid on a syllable. Within a word or a word within a system. Going by the word “education” for following sentences.
Syllable:  	Is a unit of organization for a sequence of speech sounds.
Oral English: Is the complexity of the comprehension of the       general meaning in oral interaction through Articulatory, auditory and acoustic.
Intonation:    The rise and fall of the voice in speaking.
Performance: The action or process of performing a task or     function.
School type:  	The specific type of school in which a teacher teaches and can have a huge impact on many aspects of their teaching career.




CHAPTER TWO
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Introduction 
This chapter is concerned with the review of literature related to study. The review would be presented along the following sub-headings;
a.	The meaning and nature of language
b.	Meaning and distinctions between phonetics and phonology.
c.	Importance of Oral English in Nigeria schools.
d.	teaching aids and methods of Teaching oral English languages.
e.	Problem facing the Teaching of Oral English language in Nigeria Junior secondary schools.
f.	Factors influencing students’ performance in English.
g.	Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
The Meaning and Nature of Language
	Researchers have defined language from the perspective of forms, styles or through the rules that govern a particular language form for instance, concern itself with either verbal or and non-





verbal communication verbal for expressed through spoken and written form. Here utterances are made to convey information while non-verbal form has to do with making of signs or gestures, paralinguistic etc.
According to Awoloja (2017), language be it verbal and non-verbal includes sign, symbols and even body movement (gesture). Talking about stales, language intends to depict the social status of its users and the situation for using language. These could be formal or restricted language, which is used in an unofficial situation, vulgar or barbaric language used by Layman of particular subject Jargons, slangs (argot) taboo.
	Aremu (2016) observes that language reflects the norms, ethos and social structures of the people living in a society. Language has rules that govern its use. These rules can be affected in a language by the impact of another language. 
Meanings and Distinctions Between Phonetics and Phonology
	These two are usually used by most people interchangeably but, they are two different things. For instance, phonetics is the study and description of the physical properties of human speech sounds. English phonetics is studied under three divisions; 



Articulatory, Acoustic and Auditory phonetics. Articulatory phonetics is the most common methods of phonetics description; it is concerned with the description of how speech sounds are 
produced, the human organs of speech involves and the source of airstream, which is modified, in the production of speech sounds (Yusuf, 2014). Acoustic phonetics described the physical properties of sound waves which travels between a speaker and his listener 
while Auditory phonetics describes the effects of sound in the human three branches.
	Phonology on the other hand according to Ekundare (2016), is the study of a language which speakers have mastered or internalized by the time they are competent users of it. Farinde and Ojo (2015) opines that phonology is a level of language which considers the study of then functional relationship of a speech sounds, that brought about two major ways of carrying out consonant level, concentrates in vivid examination of stress, rhythm, intonation and tone as recommended by Stroke and Widdowson (2014).
	Though phonology and phonetics goes side by side, however, the following distinguish them:



1.	While phonology keeps the fire burning by not only describing the sound but also phonology explaining the sound process.
2.	Another thing that distinguishes phonetics from phonology is that while phonology concerns itself with how words are patterned and organized, into system of specific language phonetics on the other hand study the sound used in language, i.e. in three aforementioned levels. Acoustic level (concerns with the properties of sound) Articulatory (how the vocal organs are involved in speech production) and Auditory 
         level (that talks about how the hearing organs, perceive the sound)
3.	While phonetics can be restricted to the sound alone, phonology goes ahead to discovered the sound inventories of a given language and studies combined to produce meaningful utterance. That is saying that phonology could be wider in scope than phonetics.
Speech Production as a concept of Language
	Language is a human instrument of expression, through sound (speech) as released by the vocal cord, says Barber (2016) it gives a vivid and clear expression to human though, also language 




is seen as a system of arbitrary vocal symbol of communication which has a lot to do with speech sounds, i.e. it is through the coming together of many symbols that speech sounds could be produced, and without speech sounds, there can be nothing called language.
	According to Yusuf (2014), speech is a form of human communication which involved the use of human body organs, as in the lungs, the vocal cords, pharynx, mouth, the teeth, alveolar ridge, the nose, velum, tongue etc. These organs however, have
their primary biological functions in the life of man. The mouth for instance is used for eating, lungs and nose for breathing, although their use for speech is secondary
Importance of Oral English in Nigeria Schools
	Most scholars have helped in exposing the major importance of oral English to learners through their researchers. For instance, oral English to learners through their daily communication e.g.






1.	Oral English serves as a corrective medium of expression most especially which mother tongue (MT) is trying to give influence over English.
2.	It is also a means of improving utterance i.e one is able to utter (pronounce) words correctly.
3.	Oral English further helps in building both the teacher and students’ vocabularies.
4.	Modification and correction done in sound help learners to become potential teachers in future i.e. they too, after the 
mastery of oral, English can correct blunders or teach other as professional English language teachers.
5.	Perfect mastery and application of the rules governing sounds makeone’s write-ups (orthography) to be appreciated among the literates and non-literate.
6.	It helps to improve one’s speaking skills and help to distinguished among related sounds, e.g. /s/, /z/and /f/, /v/ etc
7.	The knowledge acquired from oral English makes one to spell and pronounce correctly according to the dictate of those that brought English, like the British and Americans.



8.	The inclusion of oral English into Junior secondary school curriculum gives students the ample opportunity to apply stress and the correct intonation at any given occasion.
9.	Perfect mastery of oral English gives it users strong reputation when it comes to delivering speech on occasions or when passing any reasonable information.
10.	Correct description of the English sound speech is enhanced through oral English (Akere, 2015)
Teaching Aids and Method of Teaching Oral English
	From the time immemorial, teaching in a formal setting (school) involves the classroom routine of guiding and making learning easy for learners in favourable condition. In the teaching of 
English languages teachers in favourable condition. In the teaching of English languages teachers aim at preparing learners to perform specific roles in the mastering of orals, such as
a.	Helping students to describe the various phonemes of English language;
b.	Explaining to details each the phonemes of English learners (students)




c.	Assisting the learners in realization of the problem and prospects that can be discovered in the teaching of oral English.
d.	Empowering students towards correct usage of the dictionary for accurate pronunciation and spelling of the English words.
To this end, teaching aids (materials that can assist learning are said to be of immense help to teachers and students of English.
According to Ajayi (2014), teaching aids are both audio and visual materials that can be spare the interest of the learners towards what the teacher is talking about in other words, teaching aids facilitate easy learning (communication and feedback) that transmits from teachers to the students.
Teaching aids chosen should then be in accordance with the topic, subject matter, level and age of the learners. For example, in teaching of tests of orals in secondary schools such as tapes, radio, diskettes, microphones speakers, dictionaries (pronouncing), flash card, computers can be employed when teaching oral English with the teachers’ expertise.





A good techniques of teaching oral English in Nigerian Junior Secondary Schools have the following benefits in the teaching of English language according to Duntoye (2017):
1.	It helps in keeping the interest of the learner alive because of the challenges. It gives them in the process of learning.
2.	It enhances effective teaching of sound speech, and all the entails, like stress, intonation, transcription etc.
3.	An effective method eases learning generally.
4.	Following a stated method of teaching. Learning and encouraged not only in the learning of oral English but also in language practice generally.
5.	The employment gives room, for good atmosphere in which both the teachers and the learners can interest together to exchange idea.
Communication method, just at its name, has to do with the teacher talking to the learners expecting feedback or reply(Olajide, 2014). This method is modified into discussion method, questioning, and teaching. Etc. as a matter of fact, a teacher can explain what a sound (phoneme) is, describe it, give examples of it 




using the modified methods, that is found in communication method. One major strength of this method is that it makes both 
the teachers and the learners to have free interaction which each up learning.
	Audio-lingual is another interesting approach to the teaching of oral English in Nigeria Junior Secondary schools. Babarinde (2017) declares that this method has to do with reading that is 
meaningful. It also talks on the correct pronunciation of vocabularies. Audio-lingual is term fit because; it encourages both 
students and the teachers in pronouncing correctly. This as well penetrates, through many fields not only in English language.
Problems Facing the Teaching of Oral English in Nigerian Junior Secondary Schools.
	Everything in life has both its positive and negative sides, so it is with the teaching of Oral English in Nigerian Junior Secondary 
schools. Although, one talks on all that can help the civilization of good performance in test.
	But despite all effort to bring oral performance to the limelight it is when these problems are taken care of that oral performance in Junior Secondary school could experience prosperity. They include:



a.	Lack of personnel to teach English language at various levels.
b.	Lack of the appropriate and sufficient teaching aids to ease learning.
c.	Problem of unconducive learning environments in our Junior Secondary Schools. i.e. too many students in small 
classrooms, poor classrooms ventilation dirty classrooms, III- finished classrooms in term of good locker and chairs, etc.
d.	Poor supply of textbooks to the students and teachers.
To this end, Alabi (2018) says oral English can come back, if these mentioned problems arecarefully attended to with lasting solutions. He further observes that the performance of Nigeria 
Secondary school oral English could be improved, if the aforementioned factors are seen to.
Factors Influencing Students’ Performance in Oral English?
	The teaching of oral English is rather weighed down by various factors which have contributed to the slow pace and ineffectiveness in studying the course. These factors include. Poor background, interference of mother tongue, unqualified teachers, poor teaching methodology, lack of constant practice, lack of orientation and facilities and shortage and limited accessibility to relevant books.



Appraisal of the Literature Reviewed
	Although much had been said about oral English in this review of related literature. Nevertheless, there is still much to say. 
The most disturbing thing is that why is there still persistence in the failure of English language, especially in the aspect of orals,
over the years of the students of Ilorin, Nigeria. From the literature reviewed, the scholars whale Oral English problems in English language among Junior Secondary School students. They were on the opinion that the combination of method and material would be necessary for effective oral English students in Junior Secondary School such as sound system, inadequate of textbooks and language laboratory are factor responsible for factor affecting the study of oral English among Junior secondary school students.










CHAPTER THREE
RESEARCH METHOD
Introduction
This chapter covers the methods and techniques that would be used in gathering and analyzing data and it would be discussed under the following sub-headings;
a.	Research Design
b.	Population, Sample and Sampling Techniques
c.	Research Instruments
d.	Procedure for Data Collection
e.	Data Analysis Techniques
Research Design
	The Research design for this study is a descriptive survey type, it is carried out to investigate the factors affecting the study of oral English among Junior Secondary school students in Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria.







Population
	The population for this study includes Junior Secondary schools in Ilorin West Local government, Kwara State. The target population in the Junior Secondary Schools.
Sample and Sampling Techniques
	A random selection of (100) Junior secondary school students from JSS 2 would be involved and students would be randomly selected from each schools chosen in Ilorin West Local Government Area.
Research Instrument
	The Instrument that would be used for this study is factor affecting the study of oral English Questionnaire (FATSOOEQ) that will contain about forty questions.
	The instrument would be divided into two sections. Section A would describe the demographic characteristics of the respondents on gender and school types, while section B would comprise of forty questions on oral English.This question will be generated from 
NECO past question papers in oral English. Test-retest method would be used to ensure reliability of the instrument and copies of 




the questionnaire would be administered twice on set of students for an interval of two weeks. Another copy of the questionnaire will 
be given to the expert from the Department of English for validation and the correction made will be corrected.
Procedure for Data Collection
	The letter of introduction will be used by the authority of Department to introduce the researcher to each principal and Vice Principal academic of the selected schools, in administering this 
instrument copies of the self drafted questionnaire by the researcher would be personally administered by the researcher to individual respondents and which will be retrieved immediately after been filed.
Data Analysis Techniques
	Simple percentage would be used to described the demographic data of the respondents. Research question one will be answered using mean and standard deviation while other research question two and three have corresponding hypotheses. The 
hypotheses would be tested using the inferential statistics of the T-test at 0.05 level of significance.




CHAPTER FOUR
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The researcher examined major factor affecting the study of oral English in the randomly selected Junior Secondary School in Ilorin West L G A of Kwara State. This chapter deals with the result and discussion of the researcher observation.
	The results are based on the response to the questionnaire items that were designed for one hundred randomly selected Junior Secondary School students and ten randomly selected English Language teachers. The results were analyzed and discussed according to the research question raised in chapter. 












Table1:	Response showing that there is no significant difference in the oral English performance among male and female in Junior Secondary school students.

	Scores/Grade
	0-39
	F
	40-49
	P
	50-59
	C
	60-69
	B
	70-100
	A
	Total

	Gender
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male
	29
	
	12
	
	07
	
	05
	
	02
	
	55

	Female
	26
	
	05
	
	06
	
	05
	
	03
	
	45

	Total
	55
	
	17
	
	13
	
	10
	
	05
	
	100

	Percentage
	55%
	
	17%
	
	13%
	
	10%
	
	05%
	
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024
Table: reveals that total number of student is 100 (male and female) in gender 55 respondents representing 55% of the total sampled failed and answered the questionnaire incorrectly and find it difficult to answer question correctly while 45% of the remaining set of students answered the questionnaire correctly.





With these findings it shows that most of the Junior Secondary School students discover some consistence in the English orthography and also find it very difficult to recognize same speech sounds.
Table2:	Response showing that there is no significant difference in the oral English performance of public and private Junior Secondary school students.

	Scores/Grade
	0-39
	F
	40-49
	P
	50-59
	C
	60-69
	B
	70-100
	A
	Total

	School Type
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public
	40
	
	14
	
	06
	
	-
	
	-
	
	60

	Private
	-
	
	-
	
	25
	
	10
	
	05
	
	40

	Total
	40
	
	14
	
	31
	
	
	
	05
	
	100

	Percentage
	40%
	
	14%
	
	31%
	
	10%
	
	05%
	
	100%


Source: Field Survey, 2024





Table2: reveals that 40 students scored between 0-39, (40%) 14 students scored between 40-49, (14%) 25 students scored between 50-59, (31%) 10 students scored between 60-69, (10%) and 5 students scored between 70-100, (5%) marks.With these findings, it shows that 40 respondents representing 40% of the total sampled 
agreed that influence of public school type affecting oral English among Junior Secondary School students.
	On the same table, 60% of the sampled respondents agreed that the performance of private school type enhance the oral 
English among Junior Secondary School students.The summary part shows that there are some other factors that are responsible for students’ successful performance in oral English, but the followings are the obvious ones.
1.	English language teachers have too many classes to teach
2.	Most of the English language teachers are unable to cover the aspect of oral English in the Junior Secondary School syllabus
3.	Some aspect of oral English in the Junior secondary school syllabus are well broken down.






4.	Most of the language textbook lay little emphasis on the major aspect of oral English.
5.	Most of the Junior Secondary schools lack teachers who read English as a major subject.
Discussion of Results
Results obtained in relation to research question one, confirmed that inconsistencies in orthography, was responsible for the students poor performance in oral English and until the students can take the pain of recognizing all the oral sounds, there will be lapses in the oral performance of the Junior Secondary students.
	Likewise, on research question two, which established the fact that, insufficient teaching aids were also one of the factors, affecting the student’s performance. In oral English, Ajayi (2016) had opined 
that, learning materials should be made available to schools, as students learn permanent with went they see within their eyes.
	Furthermore, poor students’/teachers’ attitude towards oral English According to research question three, is another factor 




affecting the oral performance in Junior Secondary school, as is believed that teachers should be dynamic and not trained to only one, in his methods of teaching, in order to create an interesting learning atmosphere. It is both teachers’ competence and students’ readiness that ensure the success of a lesson.
In view of this, it is clear that the negative attitude of both teachers and students towards oral English bring about poor performance of students in the exercise.
















CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
Oral English (Test of Orals) has been noted to have been an aspect rate of English language that contributes to the alarming rate of failure in Junior Secondary Schools in Nigeria today. Here the researchers have examined that problem of oral English among the Junior Secondary schools in Ilorin, Nigeria.The main instruments used to obtain data for the study werequestionnaires which were administered on both teachers and students of five randomly selected secondary schools in Ilorin, Nigeria.
From the opinion of teachers and students and from the inference they gave, the following results emerged:
1.	most students do not understand what oral English entails because of lack of good pronunciation ability.
2.	Students have negative attitude towards the study of oral English.
3.	There are inadequate learning/teaching aids.





4.	Inconsistencies that are discovered in some English sound speech.
5.	Most teachers of English have negative attitude towards the teaching of oral English.
6.	There is problem of English teachers being saddled with many periods in their schools.

Conclusion
	In the course of investigation, the researcher was able to fish out many factors responsible for the problem of teaching oral English in Nigeria Junior Secondary Schools especially, in Ilorin West L.G.A. these problems include:
1.	Poor pronunciation of students as a result of lack of dictionary.
2.	The influence that mother tongue is gaining over the English sound speech.
3.	Inconsistencies found in the English orthography.
4.	Lack of qualified teachers to teach of orals.




5.	Negative attitude of students and teachers towards tests of oral.
6.	Insufficient/inadequate teaching aids.
7.	Problems of standard textbooks and a host of others.
Recommendations
	Following the result of this study, recommendation and suggestions are given to the following sets of people in the education of learner:.
The School Administrations
	These are the people that see to the running of the affairs of the schools like principals, vice principal, Head of Departments, proprietors in private schools etc. school administrators are encouraged to ensure proper administration of the school. Lookinto the factors militating against the advancement and better teaching of oral English in their schools and to ensure that qualified teachers are given this crucial part of English language to teach with through supervision.
	Moreover, conducive teaching environment should be provided with which teachers and learners will be able to interest freely.




The Teachers
	The teachers of English language are employed to make learning conducive and captivating to students i.e. through the way 
they explained or describe sounds and the examples of sound they give. They should also ensure, they teach speech with adequate 
teaching aids such as tapes, dictionaries, the use of flash cards, etc emphasis should be laid or phonological aspect of speech such as intonation, (stress) division of words, into syllabus minimal pairs 
and sometimes transcriptions. They should be encouraged to attend seminars, workshops in order to afford them of new trend of development taking place in the teaching of English language.
The Government
	The government of Nigerian as a whole should intensify efforts on the provision of well-equipped libraries for Junior Secondary schools; textbooks are to be supplied to these students, competent and qualified language teachers should be employed.







The Parents
	Since, parents are the first –hand teachers at home they should not their arms. They should allow their children to have enough time to study and revise their book (school work) at home. They should endeavor to buy all prescribed textbooks for their children encourage their children starting from age five and above to listen to news on televisions, radio and newspaper to point out
misspell or mispronounced words and look for the correct ones in the dictionaries.
The Students
	Many people believe that failures are recorded by students in oral English because the students themselves are not serious. These students should therefore sit up and be determined to come out with success in their studies.They should cultivate the habit of researching in place like libraries, internets etc.
	Not that alone, they should devote time to read novel, listen to news on television, radio, and newspapers, so that they can be conversant with the latest development in the word of English generally.
	


They should also create time to study dictionaries as they study other books to discover new things about each speech sounds, words, or phrase.
Suggestions for Further Studies
	Further studies could be carried out on topics such as Techniques and aids for teaching oral English in Public Junior Secondary Schools.
i. A comparative study of Nigerian Junior Secondary School students’ performance in oral of Junior School Certificate English language examination over (three) 3 years.
ii.  Students’ attitude towards the teaching of English phonology in Nigeria Junior Secondary school; a case study of Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State.It is believed and hoped that such further studies will boost efforts on improving the junior secondary school student’s performance in oral English.
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QUESTIONNAIRE
EKITI STATE UNIVERSITY, ADO-EKITI, NIGERIA.
QUESTIONNAIRE FOR JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS.
Section A
This questionnaire consists of test items of past questions of NECO oral English with answers.
Please fill the followings appropriately.
Name of school (in full) ………………………………………
Gender: 	Male (    )		Female (    )
Class:(tick as appropriate) JSS 1 (   ) JSS 2 (   ) JSS 1 (    )
Section B
Choose the word that has the same vowel sounds as the one represented with the underlined letter(s)
1.	Said (a) table (b) Stale (c) Sat (d) guess (e) earth
2.	Monkey (a) stock (b) Stone (c) much (d) gone (e) court
3.	Head (a) head (b) ingrate (c) job (d) red (e) steal
4.	Tackle (a)wrote (b) Stump (c) match (d) hard (e) beckon




5.	Great (a) shake (b) keep (c) height (d) get (e) gear
6.	Lease (a) skip (b) scheme (c) reduce (d) honey (e) coffee
7.	Draft (a) plaque (b) heard (c) clock (d) bread (e) ban
8.	Sword (a) Wrath (b) spoil (c) cough (d) corn
9.	Toad (a) toddle (b) theory (c) should (d) phone (e) opinion
10.	Where (a) swear (b) steer (c) fear (d) doctor (e) answer
11.	Trough (a) plaque (b) heard (c) clock (d) bread (e) ban
12.	Target (a) wet (b) verb (c) sit (d) crest (e) conceit
13.	Earth (a) horn (b) herb (c) head (d) batter (e) ate
14.	Soot (a) youth (b) tussle (c) school (d) curse (e) bull
15.	Time (a) Pack (b) mail (c) fart (d) cried (e) bid
Choose the one that has the same consonant sound, as the one represented by the underlined utter(s)
16.	Teach (a) bench (b) both (c) deviate (d) listen (e) through
17.	Knock (a) knowledge (b) knot (c) knife (d) ace (e) accent
18.	Grammar (a) phlegm (b) night (c) ghetto (d) fight (e) bright
19.	Zenith (a) visit (b) television (c) dance (d) case (e) axe
20.	Settle (a) rapport (b) path (c) listen (d) danced (e) catch
21.	Trough (a) plaque (b) heard (c) clock (d) bread (e) ban





22.	Judge (a) joy (b) vision (c) gurd (d) angle (e) cheque
23.	Hang (a) Sign (b) print (c) knight (d) bank (e) autumn
24.	Trough (a) plaque (b) heard (c) clock (d) bread (e) ban
25.	Publish (a) Sphere (b) psychology (c) pneumatic (d) phonic (e) appease
26.	Home (a) whose (b) when (c) vehement (d) rhyme (e) nephew
27.	March (a) polish (b) future (c) clone(d) chemistry (e) ache.
28.	Calf (a) telephone (b) off (c) love (d) knives (e) crave
29.	Oath (a) thought (b) these (c) smooth (d) date (e) clothe
30.	Salvage (a) Stuff (b) sake (c) of (d) few (e) fear
Choose from the options, the one that contains the sound segment represented by the given phonetic symbol
31.	/f/ (a) stretch (b) prefer (c) plough (d) dough (e) anthrax
32.	/ð/ (a) thumb (b) theme (c) madam (d) dirt (e) although
33.	/i:/ (a) symbol (b) lady (c) filter (d) elite (e) chin
34.	/æ/ (a) packet (b) many (c) dread (d) couple (e) again
35.	/θ/ (a) wordy (b) thirty (c) soothe (d) rhythm (e) lather
36.	/ei/ (a) serve (b) recent (c) pretend (d) marry (e) delay
37.	/∂u/ (a) through (b) sound (c) soap (d) mould (e) lark
38.	/dɜ/ (a) rehearse (b) pleasure (c) gradual (d) genre (e) exhibit.



39.	/s/ (a) shield (b) prise (c) decent (d) cousin (e) corps
40.	/∂i/ (a) player (b) coward (c) chaos (d) career (e) buyer

































MARKING GUIDE

(1)    	D
(2)  	D
(3)     A
(4)     A
(5)     B
(6)     A
(7)     D
(8)     A
(9)     A
(10) D
(11) C
(12) B
(13) E
(14) D
(15) C
(16) B
(17) C
(18) A
(19) D
(20) A
(21) A
(22) B
(23) B
(24) A
(25) C
(26) B
(27) B
(28) A
(29) D
(30) B
(31) E
(32) D
(33) B
(34) B
(35) D
(36) B
(37) D
(38) C
(39) [bookmark: _GoBack]E
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